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PREFACE. 


It is wlA a difRdence which he does not a(Iect, \iiid^ which h^ 
will not pretend to disguise, that the authpr of these pages, pi^ 
sumes to present himself before the enlightened Mbunal of a 
British public ; from the judgpnent of which he acknowledges much 
to fear, and little to hope. But, with such slight plaims to 
bespe<ik their attention, when he undertakes to bring before 
them a work of such magnitude, the subject of which can, per> 
haps, be interesting only to- a particular class of readers, it 
behoves him to explain the motives that may have urged him 
thus unbidden to obtrude' himself into'hotice. 

In conveying the result of his labours to the press, the writer 
of these Memoirs has then been actuated more immediately by 
two considerations ; thefrst, a desire in some shape to supply,, 
from the original sources of native historians, what, in early life, 
he has had frequent occasion to lament the absence of ; a connected 
relation, with the comparative dates, and within a moderate 
cpmpass, of those events, which, from the obscure recesses of the 
Arabian Peninsula, have extended the laws of the Koran over the 
fkirest regions of the ancient world. The second, a repugnance 
to suffer the accumulated memorials of many years of study in a, 
favorite language, to perish without some species of advantage, 
either to himself or to others. Another^ though subordinate, yet 
not less essential consideration may, peradventure, be taken- 
into the account ; that fatal propensity, that vanity, call it what 
you will, by which many an author has been propelled, however 
humble his pretensions, to enrol himself among the candidates for' 
literary reputation. 
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With the exalted name of History^ the author would tremble to 
dignify this imperfect and unaspiring performance. That is a 
designation to which it/po%s^se4 but^ ydry limited claims. If it 
furnishes to the reaider what it was intended to supply, — the means 
of occasional reference and information, without travelling through 
tlie voluminous productions of an extensive library ; the humbly 
object of the writer's ambition, that of being moderately useful^ 
will be albfunda'ntly gratified. Nevertheless, how far his purpose 
may be in any respe^ attainable by this hazardous appeal to the 
public, the issue of the ex^eriinpnt, to which he looks with subinis-- 
sive resignation, can alone determine^ 

It appears, iii the mean time, a necessary preliminary, thattbe. 
reader should be advertised, on the part of the author, that hia 
researches will be directed, and his objeejb in general confinetb 
to trace the progiesa of Mabommedan grandeur, as it shifted its 
position from its parent seat of Mcdeinah, first to Kufah, and next 
to the envied and luxuriant region of Damascus ; from thence ta 
Baghdid and tl\e banks of the Tigris ; to Tebreiz, or Tauris, Sul-t 
tauniahand Herat : and ultimately to the Indus, and the banks of 
the Ganges. The sqcne of those transa<5lions wliicli lie has 
essayed to delineate, will accordingly be laid for the most part in 
the regions extending from the river Oxiis to the peninsula of 
Arabia, and from the Ganges to the shores of the Mediterranean^ 
With the establishment of the Qthmanlu, or Ottoman Seljucides^. 
and the subversion of the throne of Constantine, for very obvious 
reasons, the author has not it expedient to interfere. The 
subjc6f is already before the public from a quarter which he would 
in vain attcmpt.to emulate. Neither was it possible, within the 
limits prescribed to his plan, to enter at large into the history of 
those subordinate, though powerful dinasties, which alternately 
laid waste by their ambition, and embellished by their talents and 
^liberality, the noble provinces of the Persian empire. These 
would indeed, of themselves, furnish ample materials for ait ela« 
borate, and, perhaps, instructive performance. 
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♦ Ctoe important omission it will perhaps be difficult to account 
fbr, without submitting to some refledtions rather humiliating to 
the author. On pemsal oftho volumes before him, it will unavoid<^ 
ably occur to the oriental reader, that the imperial house of Sefiy 
has been entirely excluded from the recital. The truth is, that 
from a deficiency in hiS stock of materials, independent of his 
unwillingness to engage further in an undertaking already beyond 
the scope of his ability, the author's original plan was designed to 
terminate with the reign of Shah Rokh : but the suggestions of 
an eminent Persian scholar^ combined with very natural local 
prediledlions of his own, prevailed with him to extend his memori- 
als to the establishment of that branch of the house of Teymur, 
the faded remnant of which still continues to be exhibited on the 
throne of Dehly, deriving its only support from the generous 
influence of British magnanimity. 

If, in point of orthography, these pages should be fbund to 
differ in some instances from more respcaable authorities, the 
reader may be assured that the author has not deviated from ordi- 
nary pra6lice, hut where his compliance would have been attended 
with a total dereliction of confirmed opinions, established on experi- 
ence and local observation. A residence of nearly four and twenty 
years in the East, had furnished frequent occasion of surprise at 
the negligence and want of precision, with which the names of 
places and persons are too often transferred from their native 
idiom into the European languages ; insomuch as to render it, 
not unfrequently on the spot„ almost impossible to recognize their 
identity. This circumstance, at an early period, determined the 
author, in his memoranda, to preserve the recoUeCli on of, by 
transferriiig, the original as far as possible, tlirough the corres- 
ponding letters of the English alphabet. 

In many cases, as might have been expefted, this has, however 
proved impracticable, without giving to his nomenclature aa 
appearance altogether grotesque and preposterous. In the vowel 
for example, the author has tiiries out of number, when ic 
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occurred in Asiatic names, as transferred through European chat- 
a(^:iers, been at a loss to distinguish, whether it Was intended to 
produce tlie sound whicli it conveys in burden, Busins, or 
bullet. As a native of the principality of Wales, lie found a sub- 
stitute, which would, in a greiit measure, have served to remove 
the embarrassment ; but though he could have appealed to the 
respecbtablc authority of that inimitable scholar. Sir William Jones, 
( tiieCorypheus unquestionably of oriental literature) for his warrant, 
the author has forborne to obtrude upon the public the pra<^tice or 
speculations of an unknown and obscure individual ; particularly 
when he came to reflec^t that, though familiar to one fifteenth, it 
would have been periiaps unintelligible to the remaining fourteen 
parts of the population of the united kingdom. 

To obviate however any difficulty on this subje6>, the following 
simple rules are submitted to the reader, as illustrative of the 
author's system of pronunciation. 

before t to be pronounced as in mt\ v, g. Koniish. 

^ b«,‘fore y, as in /nsf, e. g. Mi'dayoni, Ksfra\eiii, KlraUiy. 

J£ before /, ms d»>uble e in spleen, e. g. Moiimenein. 

before //, as in e//e, e. g. reyinftr, Ililsseyrie, Xeyshapur. 
or d thus superscribed, broad as in all, e. g, 1 lerat, Haghdad, 
d superscribed in ihe same manner, as \x\ f 'itll, e. g, 

Abu Ihikker, not Abtvv Heker. 

Murad, not Mew rad. 

and Mvirshud K(dy,yej* Moorslied Kooly. 

When the caret is omitted, u is to be pronounced as in burden, 
biisAin, spur, &c. 

is intended to convey a guttural Si)und like the Greek letter 
as pronounced by the generality of Welshmen — e.g, Khaleifah, 
Khaled, Khauii or Khan. 

The above summary explanations on the threshold of his book^ 
/ihe author trusts will be acceptable to the reader, as calculated 
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to expedite his progress through the mill liplied variety of uncouth, 
:iiid uiisiglitly names which must unavoidably meet, and perhaps 
offend his eye in ever}'’ page of the performance. 

It becomes, in the last place, necessary to apprize tlic reader that 
as this volume commences with the eigJith year, and concludes 
with the subversion of the house of OmmeyaL\ in the one hun- 
dred and thirty-second of the Hid jerah ; so the second volume will 
coinmeiice with the accession of the house of Abbas^ and terminate 
with the death of Sultan Ahmed Jullaeir, the Eylekhaunian, in the 
early part of the 8 1 '2 th of the H idjerah ; and the third volume will com- 
mence with the early history of the Tcheghatayan branch of the 
descendants of Je^igueiz^ the immediate ancestors of T'cyw/?r,and 
close with the accession of Akbar^ in the nine hundred and sixty- 
third of the same sera, the 15-V>th of Christ ; each distin^Hy com- 
prizing within itself a separate portion of oriental history, and all 
togctlier embracing a period little short of ten centuries. 

Where jxirspicuity and fidelity of narration ; where the desire 
of preserving the spirit, without copying too servilely, or deviating 
too remotely ^ m the chara61er of the originals, have been the 
objects which uniformly governed his pen, the author may still 
be c\pc(^ted to account forthe inequality, and deficiency of style, and 
composition, wliich will, doubtless, in too many instances, be found 
to blemish or cast a shade upon his labours : it therefore remains- 
for him to state that they were prosecuted at very distant intervals ; 
under circumstances strangely diversified, and sometimes extremely 
embarrassing. If the profession of arms were indeed any longer 
an apology for defcc^ts in literature, the author, as a soldier, 
deplorably but not dishonorably scarred in the service of his 
country, might perhaps proclaim it as his passport to the indul- 
gence of a candid and enlightened public, for the numerous 
imperfections of the work now before them : imperfections, of 
which, even if they were beauties^ he can, however, with honest 
truth allege, that they are exclusively his own » for although the 
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reader’s appLiiise would he to him tiie noblest compensation^ 
])c scorns to erc(^l liis claim to that applause on the basis of 
surreptitious fame. 

These ack now lej£rcd impcrfccJdions were, perhaps, amply suffi- 
cient to deter the writer of these sheets from presuming to pro- 
duce a l)lush in tl)e cheek of any friend, by associating his name 
with tlie file of sucli a performance. Yet, he has not been able 
to resist the desire to avail himself of an opportujiity, the only 
one that lias ever occurred, to record liis lasting esteem for the 
virtues, and lii.s gratitude for the early cncouragcnlent afforded to 
an unpatronized soldier, whose misfortunes were his only recom- 
mendation, by him wlioso eminent services to his country are 
best known, and can be best appreciated by tliose who had 
the liappiiiess to attest them, in the midst of established prejudices, 
and inveterate antipathies ; wliicli his conciliatory demeanor, and 
infle.xible integrity were peidiaps alone competent to overcome. 

It is then with equal pride and pleasure in tlie recollection, and 
apprehension for the result, that tlic autlior proceeds to trace the 
characters of Sir Charles \S"arre Mulct’s respected ii.irne ; whose 
patronage w'ould reileci lionor on merit far above tlie humble 
pretensions of the writcrof these pages ; andvvhosc nianlyqualifica- 
tions, whose solid and extensive acquirements would slied a lustre 
upon any rank orst..tion, liowevcr exalted. Happv for the world 
if the same inflexible integrity, the .same iindeviating aJlurcnce 
tii the eternal principles oj truth and justice, which dist-iig’ is'ied 
his conduct, liad animated the cxei cions of the dipiouiatists of cinfr 
&nd every other age. 


April 12, I81I« 
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and Aliened motives of nor cv.-kLucI. Cuiicluuun of the war against the N.iuke&seine. 1B^ 
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TWiRTV m^rn to tiir tiiiiitv h^vimh or tmh fiw . irnAH . 

of .Ally c'c>n‘i(ii)i‘d, Praciicc.'j <jt Maiiv\viaii in i nUr to sircngthmi hia party ; and In 
partlculnr to e\tfiKl Ijls influence i>ito Ho »m-cccn!'. m brlnt,inji Kt*y-s the gover- 

nor of that pro\ Ince uiidur tin* t.u'>])icions ttf , by whom he is iiiipr(»\ idciuly super- 
ipdod, and Miih-minicd the s >ii ofAI’O Biikke. aj*pnmii-d in liis loom. rnrdjerpjoceed- 
ini^i orM:iii\v«;iah in Syria Ik joined b\ .Atniu. Mdlek Ashtur vvitli a division of the 
Troofis of Ally, the oflii'er.s of ^^;ul\\ci;^h liom .Iczxeirah, the higher Mesoptnaiiiia. 

Ally prepares to oppiise in poison the fuitln-r usurpations of Mauviciah in that cpiarter. 
Previous coiropondenoc with that ehitduin. Its natureand iiltiniate failure. Maiiweiah 
is foiled in his t•mlea^our.s to gain over the chief citizens ol JVledeinah. C'oiileience 
hoLweeri hi n ami Amiu, whom lie engages to lestore to the independent goveniineiit uf 
I'.gypt. Mutual preparations for liosti lily. Ally assembles his :ii my at Nokheilah. lie 
marches ft «un tlienct to recioss the Kuph rates at Uakkah. Ills advanced p,iiaid under 
Ma’itk Ashtur sncce^slully engages that of Mauweiah. 'I'lie lattei encamp-* at Selleine, 
llie Campii-. Barhaiieiis »if the Byzantine historians. Ally pitolie> his ramp in the same 
Deighhouihood Uiscovcis th.it his advcisary had intercepted his eomnuinieation with thtt 
Kuphiatcs. iMilck Ashtur duslodges the division posted foi that pmjiose, and M.*rures the 
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crrAPTi R \ rri. 

THIRTY SriVl:^TH AND THIRTY kltJHTII OV THE HIDJr.ll.AH. 

Narrative of some of the most rcMiiarkable occurrences th.nt rhsiinguidied the campaign of 
Sefieine, previoii-s to the final conlluu, which led to the ^treaty of aibiliaiion between 
AUy and Mauweiab. 

CHAPTER TX. 

THIRTY KKiHTH Ol- Tlli HIHJRRAH 

Conclusion of the war of Seffeiiie. 0»nfhct of the l.ailur-ijl-hiirreir. And rvftho fillovvinj 
day. Mauwoiah contrives by astiatogein to produce a suspension oriio.sli lilies. < orrup- 
lion among Ally’s commandeis. 'I'liey threaten to seize his prison, unless he consents to 
thetiuce And he in compelled to give way to their iiiqxniuivitics. Malek Asluur'is 
on willingness to w'lthdraw' hill troops from action. JVlaiiwdah pro|ioses tliat Ins claims 
and those of Ally should be referred to arbitration. Aishatith the son ofKevss, corrupted 
by the gokl of Mauweiah, influences his followers to promote the views of the enemy'. 
The Khowauiedje, or Scinsinaiics, intimidate Ally to accede to the proposal ot arbitration. 
And the nomination of Abil Mus-saon his pan; AmrCt being chosen on that of his adver- 
sary. Terms of the treaty c ncluded on this occasion. To which M&Ick Ashtur dit^dnin- 
(OUy refuses to subscribe. Jistiniaccd losses sustained during the war. Ally wstiidraws 



CONTENTS. nit 
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CHAP. r. 

rj'^IIAT thorc exibU-d in the genius of Maiioinraodism something cal- 
JL ciiLited to inspire the most powerful energies and exertions, has been 
loo vvididy and fearfully exemplified in the unparalleled success of its 
votaiic»s, to be made a (|uestioii of. But without conceding too far to the 
o])imons of some v(Ty distinguished modern authorities on the subject, 
iIhmv arc, in the experience of succeeding ages, sufficient grounds for the 
belief, that its early and rapid advaiicemeiil is to b(' ascribed, in an equal 
•<legree, to the degenerate spirit of its opposers, and to the already corruptecL 
state of Christianity in the sixth and seveiitli centuries. If indeed the 
gospel of* peace and benevoleiiee, delivered in spotless purity^ by a mild 
Iledeeiner, f<ir the welfare anil happiness of mankind, had even at that 
jx liod, through huinan folly and depravity, suffered adeplorable perversion; 
il’ the minds of ini’ii were become already unhinged and embittered by 
acrimon'oiis ronfroversies, by impious, unavailing, and contradictory 
attempts to aniily/e those mysterious pnqiorties of the Divine nature, so 
far beyond the scope of the human faculties to comjirehend ; if the sole 
object of pure and rational devotion had been in a manner lost sight of, 
through the degrading substitution of image worship; “through the cloud 
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“of martyrs, saints and angels, interposed before the throne of Omnipo- 
leiice it is almost impossible to avoid the inferenee, that, in the state of 
ignoraiiee, whieh iht'ii generally pervaded the mass of society, the world 
was sudiciciitly predisposed to embrace any change or innovation that 
might be nicommended for its adoption, under the inllnence of superior 
talents, and a plausible exterior of sanctity. The surprise will therefore 
ivase, that with endowments of no ordinary stamp, and with the unit^-d 
aid of fraud and violence, the self-commissioned and aspiring legislator of 
the Arabs should have succeeded in mgraltmg on the minds of liis unin- 
formed, hut ardent, countrymen, together with the sublime and eternal 
truth, that there is only one God, an acquiesce* nee at least, if not a belief, 
in the unconnected rhapsodies of the Koran; and in the fiction, necessary, 
perhaps to the establishment of his doelrines, and not less to the views of 
ambition, that ho was the Apostle of Ciod. 

It would be foreign to the design of these page's to delineate the numer- 
ous artifices, devised by the Arabian prophet, to acquire that uiiboundi'd 
ascendancy, which ho is known have established over th<^ minds of his 
followers ; to lay the fooiulaliou of that tremendous system of enthusiasm, 
which triumphed for a time over the sacred hamu'is of the cross ; which 
scared the Roman oagii* from the lowers of the city of C’oiiMaiitme ; and 
which, had it not hei ii seasonably arrested on the banks of the I^oire, just 
one hundred years after the death of its author, by that providence which 
directed the battle axe of ('hailcs Martel, would, to borrow for once the 
glowdng language of the eloquent Gibbon, peradventure long siiiee have 
Teared the emerald standard of the race of Fatima on the pinnacles of Saint 
Paul’s cathedral.* 

Yet in ‘tracing the early causes which unhappily fended to educe the 
ferocious enthusiasts, whose history we proposi^ to attempt, beyond the 
sands of the desert, it may be, nevertheless, necessary to recur to the i ighth 
year of Mahommed’s exile from his native city of Mekkah, corresponding 
to the six hundred and twenty-ninth of the Christian aera; when that 
formidable adventurer was provoked into hostilities with the troops of 
Heracliiis, the emperor of the east: hostilities, which arc alleged to have 
been produced by an ^ct of unwarrantable violence, committed on the 

* The reader may refer on tlirs. subject with advantage to Gibbon’s decline and fall of the 
Jtoman empire, and to Sale’s preliminary discoursct 
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pei-son of Haretlij^lie son of AmrA, of the tribe of Ezd, one of his emissar- 
ies, employed to* convey a letter to the governor of Bosra, a well known 
town ill the Syrian territory, south of Damascus. This man being inter- 
cepted on his arrival at Mi\tah, an obscure place in the district of Belka, 
in the same territory, and avowing the object of his journey, was put to 
death by order of Sherheil, the chief of the Arabian and Christian tribe of 
Gliassaii, at this period presiding over Damascus, on the part of Heracliiis, 
by whom the proxince had been recently recovered from the IVrsians. 

This circumstance, though probably in it'^elf no more than the well 
merited punishment of an incendiary, the liarbinger of sedition and revolt, 
has, by the oriental historians, bean recorded as the only solitary instance 
in winch any of the prophet’s messengers was known to have suffered death; 
and it was accordingly sufficient to excite in Mahommed, then at Medei- 
nah, the asylum of his exile, the most violent indignation : and he hastened 
to demand of his followers, witliout delay, their coneurreiice to avenge the 
insult. A detachment of three thousand men, under the immediate corii' 
uiand of his servant /eid. the son ofHureth, with reversion in case of 
(!('ath to his cousin JaiiU’er, the brother of Ally, and another of his captains, 
Alalullah llouahah, was, without much ddlieulty, assembled lor the ser- 
vice; and as It was the first 4n which tliex were employed beyond thf- 
Arabian territory, he is said, in the I’aiviveJ addo’-ss t(» Ins troops, ascribed 
to him on this occasion, to have enjoined them in their exertions, in what 
he Avas pleased to denominate, the cause of the most high, and in aveng- 
ing the injury which he had sustained from their enemies, the people of 
Syria, to forbear molesting the harmless votaries of domestic seclusion ; to- 
sjiare the weaker sex. the infant at the breast, and the aged already'’ 
hastening from this .seem-, of iiiortuhty ; to abstain from demolishing the 
dwellings of the unresisting inhabitants, and from the mutilation and des- 
truction of any speries of fruit tree, particularly of the palm, so necessary 
to the sustenance of men and animals residing under the influence of a 
bill ning sun. 

Oil intelligence of the approach of these fierce and exasperated invaders, 
one of the brothers of Sherheil, at the head of fifty men, Avas einjiloyed to 
observe their motions and discover their force. But tliis small detach- 
ino’it. Miicxpccledly falling in with the enemy, and its commander being 
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A.H.vni. killed, Slirrlit'il was seized with a panic ; .and retirlngwwithin cover of his 
('astles, dispatched to solieit speedy and powerful aid fi’om his sovereign, 
JU)uziit who resided at this period in the adjoinin" territory of Helka. Ileruoliiis 
ubbufla. aware of the advantages of early support, thd not delay to iiirnish the 
reinforcements required by his general, who louiid hims(df in a short time 
protligioiisly superior to the Mosslems ; if excess of numbers could in any 
way be accounted superior to an enemy, in whose heart the b ar of death 
had been in a great measure obliterated, by the prospective glories and 
rewards of martyrdom. 

In the neighbourhood of the village of Mutali, as if their footsteps had 
been conducted by destiny, to signalize their vengeance on the very spot 
on winch the insult had been offered to the dignity of their prophet, this 
band of zealots, found themselves in the ])r(‘sencc of the ciK'iny ; at first 
sight they ajipear to have been considerably staggered at the tremendous 
odds, against wJiicIi they were proceeding lo contend, it being suggested 
by the more considerate among them, that it would ho prudent to wait for 
aid, or further orders frtim Mcdeinah. 'Flie enthusiasm of Abdullah llou- 
ahah succeeded, hoAvcver, in dispelling their fears, and in reconciling tht*ir 
nniids to the altcrnatnc' ofvictory or nnnuilatioii. An action immediately 
ensiu'd, in which /.eid, the general of the Mosslein*^, boldly ad\anring the, 
standard of Mabornmed, was among the first that fell, lie was sncciM-ded 
in the post of danger and command by .lanfler, the son nf Ahuirdeh, the 
prophet’s cousin, and tlie brother of his favorite son in law and earliest 
proselyte. This brave chief, having lost both bis arms snccessivelv, and 
continuing nevertheless to embrace the sacred standard to his bosom, also 
fell covered with wounds. Abdullah ilonaliah then a^snmed tin- ('(nnmand, 
and soon* afterwards obtained what be eagerly sought for, a glorious death 
in vvbal he coiiceiveil to be the cause of irnth and jusiice. 

The nnitetl voice of bis associates m danger, now called ufiou Kbaled, 
the son ot Tl Widid, though yet a youth,* and in the first ye.ir of his con- 
version, to conduct their efforts. Confusion, liad however, by this lime, so 

* Sliortly after this period, when the troops of Mahornmed were proceeding to the iv<lac- 
tion orMe}.kah, an<l delihng before Abu Sufl’eyaii, the latter expressed his sur|iiise that the 
advanced guaid, consisting of a thousand men, sliould be entrusted to such a srili)lmi.’;. as 
* Khaled then apj^e.ueil to be; and yet khaled was long since consideied a brave and eXiHai* 
diced OiTiccr, and must have been much older tliari is here intimated. 
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widely pervaded llie ranks of tlie Mosslems, that, in spite of the remon- 
strances and the oxaoiple of their intrepid leader, they would most proba- 
bly have been entirely destroyed, but for the seasonable intervention of 
night : nevertheless, the ensuing morning, when the action was renewed, 
KhMed, by a skilful change of disposition which he hud executed during 
the night, contrived to impose upon his adversaries the belief that he had 
been reint’orced. From which they derived so groat a panic, that they 
shamefully abandoned the field of battle, to an almost incredible disparity 
of number; it being asserted that th re were on this occasion, no less than 
one hundred thousand of the Syrian and Roman troops opposed to three 
thousand only of these hold and energetic imthusiasts. 

On tins oecasiori, we are seriously told by the Mahommedan writers, 
that providciK-e interposed to aiiniliilate the distance between Mutah and 
M(‘dcinah, in order to bring the occurrences of the field of battle under the 
immediate view of the projihet. in other words, on a curtain or sheet, 
which he caused to be extended before him, Maliommed pretended to 
observe tlie progress of the acXion, the easualties of w Inch, he recited, iii the 
order in v^lneli they oceurn'd, to his companions, on tlie spot, three days 
belore any iiitelligeiiee ol’ the victory was supposed to have reached 
Mialciiiaii. The exertions of Khrded were considered so far to surpass the 
oidinary energu s ol human prowess, that he received from the piopliet 
the ajiijellutiuii of Seyf Ullali, or sword of (jotl, which lie ever afterwanls 
retained. Aiul to console the alllicted relatives of his kinsman Jaulfer, he 
represented that, in purailise, in exchange for the arms which he had k»st, 
In'liad been t'nriiishcd with a pair of wiiiirs, respleiideiii with the blushing 
glories of the riihy, and v> illi whieli he was become the inseparable com- 
panion of the arcliaiigel Ce.ibriel, in Ins volitations tliroiigli the regions of 
« teriial bliss. I leiiee, in tlie eafaloguc of the martyrs, he has been denoin- 
iiKili d ,b idler li'vanr, the w'iiiged Janllrr. Rut it would be endless to 
eniniinaie tlie (ietions imposed by this extraordinary man on the credulity 
of Ins (ollowi’rs. 

Possessed of a victory, which, the most desperate valour could alone 
have given him any })ret(‘iisions to expect, Ivliuled hud the prudence to 
rcinam salislietl with tln^ glory of chasing from the field of battle, an 
enemy so fur superior, without hazarding the precarious contingencies of a 
dihLaijt pursuit, lie appears, accordingly, to have conducted his victorious 
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clotafl innit iior.i^diatcly bark to Morleinalt; cakinp:, however, an opporhi- 
iiity, on Ins |•<•ln^n, to cliastizc the ‘^avrisoti of one of the castles or forti- 
ficil posts on tlir roulines ofSyiia, by whom, during its march towards 
.Motali, a soldier ol th<‘ drtacinnrnt had hern put to death. 

•llaviiii;, with little opposition, cikrted the conquest of Mokkah, during 
the inomhot Kainzaun, of the eighth yearofthe Midjera, anil escaped the 
most imiuincnt ])orsonal darker in the snhseqiient battle of Jloneyne, in 
wljM’h, at the head ot his advanced t^uard, K haled had suffered hiuiselt i(* 
be complclt'ly surprised, the views of Mahommed,i)n his return in tiinmph 
to M('delJiab, nt llie close of the yeai, Ix cauie, as may be imagined, with 
liis power and lepntation thus aiigm(’nt‘'d, eon^'iderably enlarged; and ni 
the |)ride and exultation of recent ^iieeess, bis mnid may liavc been the 
inori* easily wrought iipmi, to set on foot a sert»nd expedition against liir 
territories of the (iroek emneror. 'I’o such in enterpri/ie lie is liowevn 
said to liave hct n further stimulated hy a variety of reasons ; aiiiong 
otliers, the Karvauns or Caravans, from Syria, trading with the Arabs, had 
circulated reports tlmt lleraciius orllerkul, wJiich is the name lii' beais witii 
the Asiatics, was asscmlilmg a force, for the purpose ot attacking him iu 
Ins sacred retreat at jMedeinah, invited hy the letters of the Ar.ihiau 
ehristians, wherein they represented the feeble state to which, in conse- 
quence of a severe scarcity, the self inspired projihet and his vissoeiates 
were reduced, and the facility with wliieh, at such a crisis, his jiower 
might he destroyed. On the otlier Iiand, this second enterprize has bi'eii 
ascribed to tlic crafty insmnatioiis ol the Jews, who urged liim to tin* eon- 
fpiest of Syria, as an argument of the truth of his divine inissum, whieli 
could not be more powerfully evinced than by its manifestation in the 
peeuliiiv hnid of propliecy, and the tlcstined scene, on wlucb were to be. 
displayt'd the aweful terrors of iinal iudgiiient. 

Tlie liistoriaii is, hovve.ver, dispoj*ed to think, that some more powerful 
motivi' than the latter must have prevailed upon the projiliet, to undertake 
an enterprize of Midi magnitude, contrary to the inclinations of the major- 
ity of Ins followers ; and in .spite of the* violent repugnance wliieli they 
express'd to ciigagi* in such an advonlnre, before they bad secured their 
harvest, and tlie fruits of their Miie and date plantations, in such 
a si ason of scarcity, and w'itli the obvious hazard of perishing amnii<’; 
>h(' sands of the desert tlirougli w'aiit of water. Jt is ;«t tlie same time a 
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mere efmjeeture, tliat ho rniijht have conceived the design of alleviating 
the horrors of famine* m the fertile region of Damascus, anti of anticipating 
the attack of iloradiiis, to whom rumour had already joined several of the 
rhrislian tribes of Arabia. 

Bo this howover as it may, the prophet was not to he dissuaded from his 
resolution by any ronsideranon, and he accordingly summoned his asso- 
ciates to aid him in the equipment of the expedition, and in the relief of 
tlio'ie distresses under wbieh the poorer orders of their fellow citizens were 
then siitfering ; the im ek and unassuming Abu Bukker set the example 
of liberality, by consigning the whole of his property to support the expe- 
dition. Omar contrihuted the moiety of his possessions, and Othmaii gave 
tliree luindrc'd camels completely equipp<‘d, together with a thousand 
pii'ces of gold. Others subscribed in proportion, and not a few of the 
women made a sacrifice of their jewels, to bear a part in the charge. 
B\ these means, an army amounting, on the lowest computation, to thirty 
thousand men, collected from among the proselytes of Arabia, was assem- 
bled with siifbcient speed in sight of Mcdeinah, of whom ten thousand 
.-.eived on horseback, with an cciuipment of twelve thousand camels foi 
the puiqioses ot war and the conveyance of baggage. Of this force, the 
jiiimcdiate coiuuuuid, togcitlier with the principal standard, was entrusted 
to Al)u Bukker; Ally having been reluctantly compellerl to remain in 
cbiirge of Meileinah. Klialed, as on several former occasions, was placed 
af- the liead of the advanced guard ; and Telhali, the son of Abdidlah, and 
Ahdurraihman, the son of Oufl', and brother of Othman, conducted the 
riglit and left wings respectively. 

Thus formidably accompanied, the Arabian prophet marched from 
Medeinah towards the Syrian territory ; hut on the very first stage was 
destined to experience the most mortifying defection among his followers: 
Ins friends, the Jews, being the foremost to set the example. Abdullah, the 
son of Abi SaloLil, deriding the folly and presumption of a man, who could 
s(» lightly engage in a contest with the unknown and incalculable multi- 
tudes of the yellow race, did not scruple to foretel that both he and the 
infatuated associates of his rashness would ho made prisoiuTs, and dislri 
biited us slavi’s to the remotest parts of the earth. The succeeding stages 
fnrnislied Maliommed with a renewal of the same mortifying reports ; 
his tullowers abandoned him in whole divisions, though he aiTccted to 
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A.H. TX. make light of the matter with the observation, that jf there bad been bu! 

A. D. (^ 30 . a particle of virtue in the composition of the wretched deserters, their des- 
would unquestionably have led them to share his fortunes. 

ussuffa. However, these comparatively trivial disappointments were obliterated 
by the fiercer distresses of hunger and thirst, which he was soon after 
compelled to endure in the horrors of the desert, from which, it would 
seem, the patronage of the angel Gabriel did not extend to relieve him. 
Such indeed were the extremities to which his army were reduced in their 
march on this occasion, that they fed on the most putrid and loathsome 
substances, and killed their camels* in order to derive from the precarious 
moisture retained in the stomach of that useful animal, the means of pre- 
serving life. But the purposes for which Mahommed and his fierce asso- 
ciates had been raised into notice, were not yet accomplished. After 
enduring every species of distress and hardship incident to the journey of 
such a multitude through the desert, in the parching heats of summer, 
and in a season of uncnnimon drought, they contrived at last to reach ihe 
station of Tabouk, described to have been either a small town, or castle, 
or well, it is not determined which, on the confines of Syria, and from 
which, as it there terminated, this bootless expedition was destined to 
find its name. 

It is scarcely possible to conceive that Mahommed, either from his own 
experience, or from the information of others, could have been ignorant 
of the difficulties with which he must have been assailed in this rnarcTi, 
which carried him only a few days journey from Medeinali. The dangers 
of the desert, and the nature of them must hav** been perfectly familiar to 
the Arabs of Medeinali, whose intercourse with Damascus and the other 
towns of S^ria, appears to have been by no means unfrequent or unusual; 
it is therefore not easy to conjecture by what motives he could have been 
actuated to engage his people iu such a march, and at sueh a seasfuj, in 
contriuli(Uion to their earnest solji-italions, and to every niaxiin of prufleiice, 
unless it was in puiiisimieiitof his own and the sins ofliis followers. With 
the protection of his guardian angel, his usual sagacity indeed seems also 
If) li.ivfi abaniloncd him ou this occasion. 


♦ It i ho\vc*\cr not in u;encral coiceuctl tliat an Arab would die of hunger wlien IiccouW 
< mu 1 'n ill -li. 
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At any rate, his sufferings during this ill-advised and ill-eoneerted exeur* 
sion, appear for the present to have extinguished his ardor for military 
glory. During an interval of two months, in which he found it necessary 
to remain at this place, to recruit and recover the exhausted strength and 
spirit of his army, he at last discovered, that the rumors of the emperor^s 
hostile views, which had brought him from Mcdeinah, were groundless, 
lie therefore condescended to summon a council of war to advise upon 
his further proceedings. Before his assembled chiefs, who met him on the 
occasion, he acknowledged, in reply to a question from Omar, that in the 
present undertaking, he was not acting under the influence of his divine 
legation ; that if he were, he should not have troubled them for their 
advice. Upon this, Omar began to expatiate upon the formidable strength 
and resources of the Roman empire in the east, intimating, what appeared 
with him a consideration of some imj^ortance, that among the myriads 
which would be embattled to oppose him, Mere was noiyefone convert to 
the truth; and he finally advised, that all further prosecution of the enterprize 
should be suspended until the ensuing year, when the terrors of his name 
woulil have time to operate upon the minds of the enemy ; that his approach 
thus far, was sufficient to lay in their hearts the seeds of alarm, and that 
he should for the present be satisfied with this leflection. Omar, therefore, 
no longer hesitated to propose an immediate return to Medeinah : a pro- 
posal which, as it concurred with his own opinion, and was probably the 
result of previous concert between* them, he carried into immediate 
execution. 

That he might not however appear to return without having derived 
some species of advantage from the expedition, he thought fit, wl}ilc he 
still remained in his camp at Tabouk, to employ Khaled with a troop of 
four hundred and twenty liorse, in an attempt to surprise the fortress of 
Doumut-ul jundul. To the inadequacy of this detachment, adventurous as 
he was, Khaled at first objected, but he was ultimately satisfied by the 
prophets prediction of the very means by which the chief would be thrown 
into his hands. Accordingly, while the chief of Doumut-ul jundul was 
engaged, without suspicion of danger, in chace of a wild ox, and by his 
eagerness in the pursuit of which, he had been drawn from the gates of his 
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A. H. IX. castle, he fell, as Mahommed is said to have predictc(], into the hands of 
Khaled’s troops. The latter was, at the same time, authorized to release 
Houzut and continue to him the possession of his fort, for a ransom which consisted 
ussuflffi. of two thousand camels, eight hundred horses, four hundred spears, and 
four hundred coats of mail. 

To this expedition, it may be curious to add, the historians of Mahom- 
medanism have ascribed one important result, which we cannot properly 
be here withheld from relating. “ When Heraclius," they state, “ was 
apprized of Mahommed's arrival atTabouk, he employed a person of the 
“ Arabian tribe of Ghassan to explore the camp of the iiivadcrs, and to 
“ bring him as circumstantial an account as possible, of the appearance 
“ and demeanor of tliis new prophet. The emissary, thus employed, gave 
“ to Hcraclius, on hia return, so convincing a report on these particulars, 
that he immediately convened his ministers and principal nobility, and 
“ proposed to them to abandon the faith of their ancestors, in exchange 
“ for the doctrines of the Koran. But the Rhmian council receiving this 
“ proposal with an indignation which menaced the subversion of his throne, 
“ the emperor desisted from liis design, although in private he embraced 
“ Isslduni, and thus ensured his eteruvil happiness.’’ An assertion, which 
stands on grounds so very questionable, that, without some motive more 
powerful than is here perceivcablc to ordinary understandings, and without 
assigning to the subject of it a greater share of credulity and flexibility of 
principle than commonly falls to the lot of human weakness, it will be 
impossible to afford it the slightest credit. 

Such in substance, at all events, appears to have been the termination 
of the last military adventure in which Mahommed is represented to have 
borne a personal share; for having regained Medeinah in safety from this 
perilous expedition, he there continued during the greater part of the year 
ten, (for that reason denominated the year of arrivals) providing for the 
reception of those multitudes, which from all parts now thronged to embrace 
his doctrines ; while his son in law and kinsman Ally skirted the borders of 
Arabian Irak, and traversed Yemen, to prosecute the work of conversion 
by the more convincing argument of the sword. During part of this ser- 
. vice it was thought expedient to place Khaled under the orders of Ally ; 
when his untractable spirit unfolded itself in such early and determined 
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disobedience, that he drew upon himself the severe displeasure of* h(s 
illustrious commander. For this he attempted to retaliate, by transmitting 
to the prophet, against Ally, a charge of undue appropriation of the spoil ; 
particularly in the instance of a female captive, whom he had selected to 
console himself in his absence from the divine Fatima. The result of this 
accusation, however, was to establish more decidedly the authority of Ally ; 
the prophet expressly declaring him in all respects entitled to the same 
privileges with himself; as of all the community of believers, he pronounced 
him to be the best ; cautioning the bearer of the accusation, as he hoped 
to avert the wrath of heaven, to banish those sentiments of animosity, 
which he seemed disposed to entertain towards this distinguished favorite. 

The remaining incidents of the life of Mahommed which it may be 
necessary to select, will be comprised in a few sentences. On the twenty- 
fifth day of the month of Zikaudah, accompanied by a train of proselytes, 
from all parts of Arabia, to the number of one hundred and fourteen thou- 
sand persons, he quitted Aledoinah to give to his followers his last lessons 
in the ceremonies of tlio visitation to Alekkah ; the particulars of which, 
as they may piove interesting to some readers, though to others imma- 
terial, shall be transferred to a note at the conclusion.* 

On his return from Mekkah on this occasion, the prophet’s demeanor 
with respect to Ally, (hy whom he had been previously joined during his 
performance of the sacred ceremonies) gave indications sufficiently strong 
of the person whom he designed to succeed him, at least in the reverence 
and esteem of his disciples; if not in all the honors of temporal power. 
At the conclusion of one of the stages of his journey, and under the sha- 
dow of a grove of trees, at Azzir Khum, having caused a sort of tribunal to 
be formed with the furniture of bis camels, and summoned the observant 
multitude to attend him, he ascended this, with Ally on his right hand ; and 
addressing the assembly, he first demanded, if they considered any thing 
more valuable than life ? They told him, in reply, that with them God 
and his prophet were dearer than life, or any other consideration. He 
proceeded to say then, that to all to whom he was truly dear, Ally, the son 

* Vide note A at t)ie end of this volume. 
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A. H. X. of Abitauleb, must be equally so. He then stretched his hand to place 
A. D. 632. higher up on the tribunal, in doing which, the (atter set his foot on 
Rou2ut the prophet’s knee. Resuming his address, the prophet now said, that as 
ussuitH. many in this great assembly as acknowledged himself for sovereign lord, 
would not fail to offer the same acknowledgements to Ally. He now 
addressed himself solemnly to Heaven, calling upon God to befriend 
that man who was the friend of Allyt and to be the eternal enemy of those 
who were hostile to his cause. After this he returned to his tent, 
directing Ally to repair to his own, whjlher the whole assembly were en- 
joined to meet and offer him their congratulations on this public and solemn 
designation of his appointment to succeed. Among those who pre- 
sented themselves to Ally on this occasion, the name of Omar is particularly 
distinguished, as having been foremost to salute him on the happy event 
of that day, on which he had been thus elevated to a pre-eminence over 
himself and all the faithful. 

If this statement be founded in truth, and it is not to be forgotten that 
the prophet had recently announced his speedy departure from among 
men, a more clear and explicit declaration of his will on this important 
point, could not in reason have been required. And yet in the short 
space of a few weeks, it will be seen, that the recollection was cither lost 
or despised ; a circumstance not easily reconcileable with their persuasion 
of the accuracy of his judgment, or with their respect for his private 
worth and virtues; much less with the sincerity of their belief in the sacred 
character, which this strange and extraordinary man had dared to usurp, of 
being the messenger of Omnipotence to restore the purity of its worship 
upon earth. 

About the close of the month of Zilhudje* of the same year, and not 
long after his return to Medeinah from this farewel visit to the sacred city, 
Mahommed was attacked by afit of illness, of so short a duration however, 
<as not to have excited any particular alarm ; although the circulation of 
the report throughout Arabia, became the signal to a variety of minor 
impostors to broach their impious pretensions. It was not until Wednes- 
day, the 28 tb of Suffer, the second month of the eleventh of the Hidjry,'}' 
that he is stated to have become seriously indisposed ; being on that day 
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visited by a severe attack of the ague, accompanied with violent head ache. 
On the 29 th hia illness continued without abatement, although he exerted 
himself, notwithstanding, to deliver to Assaumah, the son of Zeid, the 
standard which be committed to Mm, as general of the expedition already 
prepared to march the third time into Syria. His selection of this person, 
though more particularly interested to avenge the death of his father, (who fell 
with other chiefs in the battle ofMilitab) excited considerable dissatisfaction, 
when it was found, that Abii Bukker, Omar and Othman, were each of them 
directed to place themselves under his orders. It became therefore a subject 
of complaint among some of his principal adherents, that such exalted 
personages should be compelled to serve under the authority of a slave. 
These murmurs, with other expressions of discontent were conveyed to 
the ears of the prophet, and drew from him, from the pulpit, the most 
public reproof ; in which he informed them, that as they had thought pro- 
per to acquiesce in the selection of the father, to command on the former 
expedition, he expected from them a similar acquiescence in the appoint- 
ment of the son ; whose merits he could assure them to be in no respect 
inferior to those of the father ; which they did not appear to dispute. 

This latter circumstance is recorded to have taken place on the tenth of 
the first month of Kabbeia. On the eleventh, Assaumah attended to take 
leave of his master, whom he found unable to speak, but so far sensible as 
to raise his hands to call a blessing upon binf. And on Monday the 
twelfth,* in the morning, when he again attended fora last interview with 
his benefactor, he found him asleep. On his return to the incampment 
near Medcinah, and whilst he was mounting his horse, to put himself at 
the head of the troops, who were already in motion to advance towards 
Syria, Assaumah received a message from his mother, announcing, that the 
propiii't was in the agonies of death. 

In tracing the circumstances of Mahommed’s illness, we look in vain for 
any proofs of tfuit meek and heroic firmness which might be expected to 
dignify, and embellish, the last moments of the apostle of God. On some 
occasions he betrayed such want of fortitude, such marks of childish impa- 
tience, as are in general to be found in men only of the most ordinary stamp, 
and such as extorted from his wife Ayaishah in particular, the sarcastic 
remark, that in herself or any of bis family, a similar demeanor would long 
since have incurred his severe displeasure. This was at any rate no great 
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argument of tenderness on her part, as the observation was made when 
P. 632. gjje beheld him writhing with agony from side to side on the bed of death. 
Rouzwt The reply which is ascribed to him on this occasion, bespoke either the 
uwuffa. most determined hypocrisy, or a very eKtraordinary degree of enthusiasm, 
if he really conceived himself at the point of dissolution. He said, that the 
acuteness and violence of his sufferings were necessarily, in the proportion 
of those honors, with which it had ever pleased the hand of Omnipotence to 
distinguish its peculiar favorites. 

The violent hot and cold fits, accompanied with head ache, under which 
he alternately suffered, seem to indicate pretty clearly, that his disorder was 
of the nature of a bilioi^ fever. The idea w'hich prevailed among the 
people however, was, that he lay ill of a pleurisy. This notion, when 
conveyed to his knowledge by the mother of Beshir, the son of Berrai, lie 
seemed to disclaim with considerable indignation ; conceiving it inconsistent 
with the goodnes of the divine being, to subject his messenger to the 
attacks of a disorder, which so strongly partook of the malignant influence 
of the spirit of mischief. He declared, on the contrary, that the complaint 
under which he suffered, was to be solely ascribed to the effect of that 
treacherous repast, of which, together with her son, he liad partaken four 
years since at Kheybar. What affinity a plouretic fever could more parti- 
cularly bear to the author of evil, it is, at the same time not very easy to 
explain ; in the epilepsy, ^me affinity of the kind may, nevertheless, be 
supposed to exist. 

That in the bosom of his family he continued to be haunted with sus- 
picions of foul play, the following circumstance, which we may here 
venture to relate, affords no trifling presumption. Havi ng sunk into a state 
of insensibility, during one of the paroxysms of the complaint to which he 
was subject, a mixture, compased of aloes and oil of olives, was admin- 
istered to him, at the recommendation of Essmah, the daughter of Anneiss, 
one of his wives. On recovering from his fit, he demanded what it was they 
had given him, and when the matter was explained, he remarked, with 
apparent indifference, that, peradventure, it might have been a prescription 
used in Abyssinia. But to remove all kind of doubt on the subject, the 
whole of his women were summoned to his chamber, where they were all 
compelled, in his presence, to partake of the same draught ; not excepting, 
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addsour author, even Meymftnah, though she pleaded the obligation of a 
rigid devotional fast. 

When he found that his disorder was seiiously gaining ground upon him, 
he desired that pen and ink might be provided, for the purpose, as he said, 
of dictating some hints that might be of use, when he was no more, to pre- 
vent his followers from being misled iiiiC The crafty Omar, appre- 

hending that this might have a tendency to traverse those 
is not improbable, he had already formed on the succession, remarked to 
the by-standers, that pain and anguish had evidently produced the ordinary 
effect ; that the prophets faculties were at last subdued. That his divine 
precepts were already sufficiently engraven on their memories, had received 
their intirc oaseni, and !!??! “V thing further to guard them against the 
errors of humanity would be superflupus. Upon this a ui'uc??®®*' 
opinion arose ; and the parties becoming warm in aigument, the tumultuous 
clamor in his chamber awakened the prophet’s displeasure ; and he angrily 
directed them to withdraw, without further offending the ears of God’s 
niosscngcr by these indecorous wranglings. However, when the clamor 
had subsided, he proceeded to say, that he had three precepts to leave 
them. The first was, to extirpate from the Arabian peninsula, the errors 
of polytheism, and those impious doctrines which presumed to assign asso* 
dates, or rather rivals in glory, to the creator of the universe. The second 
was, to continue to the proselytes recently arrived at Medcinah, the same 
attention and encouragements, as they had experienced from himself. 
The third bequest, it was not thought* convenient by his companions to 
divulge. At the same time it has been acknowledged a misfortune, that 
none of his associates in imposture had sufficient loyalty, or integrity, to 
afford him, what he sought for, an opportunity of recording his intentions. 

During this crisis of affliction and uncertainty, Ally continued to watch 
over the sick bed of his father in law, with unabated tenderness and atten- 
tion, and with a total disregard to every selfish consideration. A very 
few days previous to the prophet’s demise, he ^vas urged by his friends 
with repeated importunities, that they might be allowed, by some means or 
other, to remind him of the necessity of making some positive arrangement 
with regard to the succession ; but, with a self denial, which never forsook 
him, (the pride of conscious merit perhaps) Ally, to the last, resisted their 
lK>licitations, declaring, he would rather consent that the hopes of such 
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A. H' XI. succession should be forever lost to his family, thau that his behfactor 
should be harassed with any importunities on the subject. And thus the 
Houzut matter rested. At the same time, whatever might have been the private 

u.vsufla. wishes of Mahommed in favor of Ally, it is not pretended by the most 

zealous advocates of the latter, that he was ever expressly named as the per- 
son proposed to succeed him. Neither can the motives which induced the 
prophet to leave the point undecided, be any thing beyond conjecture. He 
appeals to have foreseen that his death tvould be followed by violent dis- 
sentious, and perhaps, rather than lend his name to sanction the claims of a 
vanquished or weaker party, he chose to consign the matter to the decision 
of chance. 

For the three days immediately preceding his dissolution, the strength of 
Mahommed was so far exhausted, that he found himself no longer capable 
of dischai^ing the public duties of his sacerdotal character; and it 
was, doubtless, a proof of the highest esteem for the virtues of Abh Bukker, 
that he was the person selected to supply his place in the pulpit of the 
Imaumet, on tViis occasion : though the circumstance was subsequently 
considered, by the predominant party, as sufficiently decisive of the individ- 
ual whom he designed to succeed to his power as a temporal prince. 
Yet, that such was not the immediate conclusion, is manifest enough, other- 
wise, unless she was unnaturally hostile to the exaltation of her father, the 
pressing instances of Ayaishah with her husband to supersede this select ion, 
are not to be easily accounted for. The reasons she assigned against it 
are however stated to have been, that the sensibility and tender disposition 
of Abh Bukker would render him unequal to the task. 

In .concluding this subject with a statement almost too preposterous for 
the digestion of the grossest credulity, we can offer iio apology, but that it is 
throughout closely copied from the sense of the original. When Azrail, the 
angel of death, after much preliminary ceremony, had at last obtained admis- 
sion to the chamber of the prophet, he introduced himselfwith thecustomaiy 
salutation of the country; and conveyed to him, furthermore, an all hail ! 
from that almighty Being, whose decrees he was appointed to execute ; 
professing at the same time, that he was enjoined not to interfere with the 
soul of Clod’s prophet, w'ithout an entire acijiiicscence on his part. Ma- 
fioinined intreated that he would suspend the execution of his dreadful 
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office, until the angel Gabriel should appear. At that Instant the mandate 
of eternal beneficence reached the prince who rules over the powers of 
darkness, to extinguish the flames of hell, while the ministers of destiny, 
were conveying the pure spirit of the fiivorite of Omnipotence to the man- 
sions of immortality. The never fading virgins of paradise; the ministring 
> angels ; the heavenly choirs; the glorious inmates of interminable bliss, 
arrayed in all their brightest splendor; all unfolded in countless myriads, to 
celebrate the approach of Mahommed. Charged with intelligence so full 
of bliss and consolation, the archangel, yet sorrowing for the miseries of 
humanity, approached the chamber of his expiring friend, who complained 
in mild remonstrance of his cruel dereliction at a crisis to him so aweful. 
Gabriel, in reply, offered to console, and congratulate him at the same time,' 
on those glorious preparations, in which the whole host of heaven were em- 
ployed, for his reception into the realms of bliss. The prophet, With that 
cold indifference, which sometimes marks the hour of death, observed, 
that so far, every thing accorded with his wislies ; yet there was some cir- 
cumstance further required, to afford him that delight of soul, which he 
still panted to experience. The archangel then added, that the enjoyments 
of heaven were closed against the prophets and saints, his predecessors, 
until that happy period when he and his faithful followei-s should make 
their entrance. Mahommed still professed that there was something un- 
described, without which his happiness must continue imperfect and 
incomplete. Gabriel, with an indulgence truly ethereal, for this unquench- 
able thirst after happiness in a mere mortal, concluded the catalogue of 
glories which awaited him, by further announcing, that whilst his creator 
thus chose to signalize him with marks of his divine bounty so trancendent, 
so far surpassing the lot of all preceding prophets, to his portion was added 
the fountain of immortality, in a station of the most exalted glory. And 
last of all, to him was assigned the noblest privilege, the richest meed of 
benevolence, tliat of interceding before the mercy seat of Omnipotence, in 
behalf of those who belit.ved in him ; so that, on the fearful day of judg- 
ment, so vast would he the multitude of his followers received to mercy 
through his sole mediation, that he should not fail to participate, to a trans- 
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,4. H. XI. cendent degree, in that pure and ineffable d^Iigbr, of which, immortal spiflta 
12th liabb. alone are capable of the enjoyment. Then*’ said Mahommed, ** ray 
*1*® soul is satisfied ; mine eyes have seen the light.” 
w 7 ^h of addressed himself to the angel of death, desiring liim to approach, 

and no longer delay the execution of that office which he was destined to 
' discharge. ^ The grasp of dissolution immediately seized the springs of life. • 
The rapid and alternate changes in the prophet’s countenance bespoke 
that the agonies of death were upon him. At the same time, in a bason 
of cold water placed beside him, he dipped his hands, and with one and 
the other by turns, wiped off the large drops of perspiration, which inces- 
santly bedewed his forehead ; until his pure spirit finally forsook its vile 
and frail enclosure. In his last agonies, he is said, fixing his eyes on the roof 
of the chamber, to have raised his hand, and exclaimed, Ah ! my corn- 
“ panion, I attend thee to the realms above and gradually dropping his 
hand, thus quietly expired. 

Such, at any rate, is the coloring with which his disciples have thought 
fit to delineate the exit of their master. We, who are, however, neither 
compelled uor disposed to believe the correctness of the design in its full 
extent, may be permitted, with greater brevity, and in plainer language, 
to state, that on Monday the twelfth of the first Uabbeia,* of the eleventh 
year of the Hidjry, the sixty-third of his age, and twenty-third of his 
pretended mission, the prophet of the Arabs condescended to accompany 
the angel of death, to account for his multiplied impostures before the 
^ibunal of Eternal Truth. 


* This event is, however, by some writers, recorded to have taken place ten days sooner. 
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CHAP. II. 

W HEN there no longer existed any doubt that the prophet had 
bpeuthed his last, the Aiisaur,* or citizens of Medeinah, proceeded 
in a body to the house of Saud,the son of Ebbaudah, whom they conducted, 
though laboring at this time under severe indisposition, to the pavilion or 
portico of the Benni Saudah, a kind of council room of the tribe, for the 
purpose of investing him with the sover$:ign authority, now vacant by the 
death of their legislator. As the nature of those pretensions, to give a chief 
to their infant coniniunit}^ set on loot by the two great parties into which 
the disciples of Maliornmed were at this moment on the point of separation, 
may be generally understood from the language ascribed to Saud, and to 
llie moderate and unobtrusive Ah(x Bukker on this occasion, it may be 
necessary to enter into the subject more extensively in this place than is 
properly consistent with the limits of our plan. 

Jn support of the claims of the Ansaur, it was in substance contended 
by Saud, that they were dciived from such a course of meritorious pro- 
Ci'ediiig, as must place them far beyond the competition of any other class 
of men in all Arabia. In proof of this, it was only necessary to state, that 
when, for more than ten years, the prophet had continued, in the bosom of 
his country, to proclaim the doctrines of his divine mission, he found* there 
a few only, and but a few, with sufficient grace or virtue to believe in him. 
But, when it pleased Omnipotence to direct the footsteps of its messenger 
to the land which ihetj inhabited, both he, and the associates of his flight 

* Quasi N&ssrut dehendali. Auxiliaries. Applied to the inhabitants of Medeinah, 
I^ecauiio, when the prophet was compelled to fly from his native city, Mekkah, in the ISth 
year of his mission, they gave him an asylum against his enemies and espoused his cause.-i- 
Moliaiijeiciii Quasi Humgareikhtegaii. Coexiles. The name applied to the associates of 
h's flieh*. 
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A.H.xr. found, among the citizens of Medeinah, an asylum and effectual protection 
A. D. 632, against the inveterate designs of his enemies. Their services were, 
Rouzut however, not limited to this point alone ; but with a pure and disinterested 
ussulTa. zeal, in which they were unrivalled, they embarked both life and fortune, 
and all they held valuable, to advance the truth of his mission ; and to their 
sole exertions, under heaven, was to be ascribed, more immediately, 
the subjugation of the greater part of Arabia, which was the result. Of 
the superior merit of these services, their prophet, who was now no more, 
had expressed himself deeply sensible ; and for his own part, he should not 
hesitate to maintain, that they alone were most worthy to dispose of the 
powers of the Imaumet and Khelaufut,* or supreme authority, both- 
religions and civil. 

His follow citizens of Medeinah coticurred, as might have been expected, 
in all he had now advanced, and proceeded to declare, moreover, that as 
the greatest and best of their order, they could consider no other so quaii- 
iied to enjoy the succession, as himsolf. That for the residue, if the 
Mohaujer (coexiles) disapproved of such an arrangement, they were, if 
they thought proper, at liberty to exercise a similar discretion ; to nominate 
from among themselves a separate chief, so that each party might enjoy 
the distinction of being governed by a prince of its own. 

From the obvious impolicy of this latter expedient, Sand was proceeding 
to dissuade them, when Ab6 Bukker, Omar, and Abh Obaidah the son of 
Jerrauh, entered the assembly together ; just as the Ansaur were crouding 
round the person of Sand, who was closely muffled up in his cloak, in order 
to pledge their allegiance to him. The appearance of these three persons- 
occasioned a pause in their proceedings ; which proved fatal to the hopes 
of Sadd, at the very moment they were about to attain their accomplish- 
ment. The discussion was now resumed by Thaubut, the son of Keiss, 
who again endeavoured to establish the superior pretensions of the Ansaur; 
and being followed by Ahh Bukker, in terms which might be construed to 
second his opinion, one of the citizens of Medeinah ventured to repeat the 
proposal, that the parties might be allowed to chuse a separate chief. 
This being, however, considered a measure so totally repugnant to the 
. dictates of sound judgment and the clearest experience, Omar was pre<» 
paring to address the assembly in a suitable speech, which, as lie subs^ 

* Pontifical and civil. 
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qucntly related, he had previously digested on the way from the prophet’s ; A. H. XI. 
when he was prevented by AbOl Dukker, who, to his no small surprise, A. D. 638 . 
expressed himself, in the very identical terms, without either adding Kouzut 
or diminishing, of what he had himself in contemplation. He made the ussuA. 
most ample allowances to the Ansaur for their exemplary sacrifices, and 
disinterested zeal in the advancement of the common^ cause. Their 
distinguished services, were, he said, indeed, of a description which could 
never be forgotten : and yet, in justice, he must contend, there were 
inseparate from the Koraish, claims of a superior order, which were not to 
be superseded by those of any other tribe whatever. He would further 
confess, that it was with him a serious question, whether, when it came 
to the proof, the other tribes could be induced to submit to any authority 
but that which resided in the Koraish. And on this subject he could not 
forbear to remind them, that when the corruptions of human invention at 
last required the interposition of providence, in order to restore the purity 
of divine worship, the messenger, inspired by heaven, to bear witness to 
the inseparate unity of God, was chosen from the Koraish. When the 
tribes of Mekkah, blindly attached to the superstitions and idol- 
atry of their ancestors, took ofTcnce at, and in their hostility, branded 
with the stigma of imposture, the endeavours of the prophet to reclaim 
them, the Almighty selected from among the Koraish, the whom, 

regardless of the disparity of their number, or the multitude of their 
enemies, and, in spile of the persecutions and injuries, to which they 
were exposed on eveiy side, he animated to assert the truth of his 
prophet’s mission, and the claims of Omnipotence to the exclusive ador- . 
ation of mankind. The associates of the prophet’s flight, therefore, the faith- 
ful companions of his fortune under every vicissitude of danger and distress, 
were, he should not hesitate to pronounce, the most worthy to govern, 
when he was no more. Nay, further, he believed this was a conclusion 
which none would dispute, but such as w^ere already iniqiiitously deter- 
mined to abandon the doctrines of truth. Thus modestly branding with 
apostacy, those that should presume to differ in opinion with him. In 
fine, the arguments of Abfi Uukker were closed by a proposition, which 
he recommended as a most reasonable and equitable arrangement; that the 
Imaurut, or supreme .government, should rest with the Mohaujer ; and 
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A. H* XI. the Vimurbt, or office of Vizier, or first minister of state, M^ith the Ansaur. 
A. D. 1 ) 32 . And he solemnly caflled upon the latter, as they regarded the vengeance 
Houzut of an.oflcnded deity, to beware of promoting a division so destructive to'" 

iissufid. the stability of the yet unsettled bulwarks of their holy law. 

At this crisis of the debate, Mfieyun the Aadian came forward, 
intreatiiJg the coexiles to bear witness to his assurances, that with 
him and his fellow citizens, they would in all circumstances ever 
possess the highest degree of respect : but his apprehension was, that 
from this very source an advantage would be taken, to originate some 
unjust and Ungrateful proceeding. Omar now embraced his opportunity 
to interpose with an affirmation, that he had the prophet’s express authority 
to declare, that where the sovereign power was concerned, none but the 
Koraish were worthy.* In this he was supported by Besheir, the 
son of Saud, w'ho in direct opposition to the interests of his friends, averred 
that he also had heard the prophet declare himself in terms which implied 
the same opinion, and for the truth of this assertion he appealed to heaven ; 
adding, that for other cogent reasons, he was persuaded the sovereign dig- 
nity must at last ]Kjrmanently revert to the Koraish. As if the single 
testimony of this person had been at once siitficient to cancel every 
remaining doubt on the subject, Abu Hukker received it with the warm- 
est expressions of applause ; for his own part, he protested, that he was 
entirely indifferent w^th respect to any views upon the government ; hut 
he could not forbear bespeaking the attention of the assembly to the 
acknowledged merits of tw^o distinguished men now present ; Omar, the 
son of U1 Khetaub, and AbCi Obaidah ; either of whom he prononneed to 
he eminently qualified to preside over the interests of the true faith, at 
this niopient, so materially concerned to avail itself of the advantages to be 
ilerivcd from powerful talents and influence, such as theirs. Doth of these 
personiiiics, however, w'ith an earnestness, cither real or pretended, and 
wiihont hesitation, united to decline the invidious, and important trust; 
avc’ning, that ihcv kni'w no one whom so many circumstances concurred 
to point uiit for the succcBSorof the prophet, as Abu Bukker ; the ins(*par- 

♦ U i-. 01 thy of remark, that either uii this very clay, or the day before, Omar was equally 

ready to roiniiiu iiuirrh r in >uppoit of an as'icrtion, “ that the prophet cohld not die !” And 
• to rlli^ opnuui, lie w<mld have probably suv'coe«!ed in ternl\ing many otheis, had he nor 
b*'cii dbauaded by tlie uoorl and '-polei judiruiem of Ahfi Biikker. 
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able eompanion of his dangers, and the faithful clepdiitary of all his secrets. 4. h. XI. 
Neither could they, in common justice, accept of the trust to the exclusion A. D. G3«. 
of a man, whose numerous virtues, independent of his acknowledged Kouzut 
precedence in the adoption of their master’s sacred doctrines, bad placed ussuffa. 
him so far above them. 

This species of contention becoming at last equally wearisome to all 
parties, the majority of the assembly seemed disposed to acquiesce in the 
elevation of Abb Bukker ; when Saud, the son of Ebbaudah, was the first, 
according to some writers, to offer his hand in token of allegiance and 
homage ; a precedence, w'hich is, however, by others, assigned to Omar 
and Besheir. But when the latter, with such little reluctance, submitted 
to transfer the claims of his party, the respectable Ben ul MCtnzer, the 
representative of an illustrious race, demanded, with indignation, what 
other motive than the basest jealousy could actuate him thus to frustrate 
the fair prospects of his couzin german. Besheir disclaimed the operation 
of any unworthy motive, wheie his conduct was solely governed by a con- 
scious repugnance to invade the undoubted rights of a particular class of 
the Mussulmans. Ben ul MAnzer, upon this, seized the hilt of his sword : 

])ut the interference of the Ansaur, preventing him from following the 
impulse of resentment, he calmly observed, that their attention to check 
riie honest ebullition of his feelings- might have been spared, k was, how- 
ever, to be regretted, that some portion of the same activity, which in one 
respect they could so readily exert, had not been devoted to the preser- 
vation of that power, which providence had placed within their very grasp ; 
and which, with a supinenoss so unworthy of its further care, they bad 
forever abandoned. For his own part, he should not forbear telling them» 
that even at this moment he saw their children supplicating from door to 
door, and scornfully driven away without the ordinary relief of a draught of 
water,, by the fugitives of Mckkah, to whom they had now so blindly 
submitted themselves and their fortunes. Abu Bukker endeavoured to 
appease him, by urging the improbability of a treatment so totally repug- 
nant to the common dictates of humanity, and so little consonant to the 
characteristic usages of the nation to which they respectively claimed an 
affinity. Ben ul Miknzer, modestly receding, admitted, that whilst they • 
survived, meaning Abii Bukker and himself, he trusted the claims of hospi- 
Ulity would never cease to be respected ; but when their short race should 
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A. H. XI. terminate» and the controul descend to those who came^fter, other practice* 
A. D. 6 * 32 . would be found to prevail, very opposite to those which they had been 
^ Uouzut accustomed to applaud and imitate. There was, however, still one being 
tissuil'a. to whom his supplications should be addressed ; whose aid and protection 
was never withheld from those who placed their trust in him. Ben ul 
Mdnzcrsaid no more. 

The partj^ of the Mohaujer, in conjunction with the Bcnni Ouss, pro- 
ceeded now, without further discussion, to pledge their allegiance to Abh 
Bukker, to the equal mortification and disappointment of the Benni Khez- 
’■edj ; who, in the early part of the day, had enjoyed so fair a prospect of 
establishing the sovereign authority in Saud, the son of Lbbaudah, the 
leader of their tribe ; of whom it is further related, that on the same day he 
was crushed to death, by the pressure of the multitude, which thronged 
to the assembly on this occasion ; although, according to others, he was 
taken up alive, and conveyed homewards ; hut retiring, on lus recovery, 
to Jauiii, in the province of Syria, he was, at a subsc({uent period, there 
assassinated, at the instance of some eminent person of his faith, because, 
contrary to what has been just asserted, he opposed the majority which 
had thus declared in favor of the exaltation of Abh Bukker. 

In the above detail, which, without injury to the subject, we could not 
well have omitted, perhaps the circumstance, not least remarkable, is, 
that notwithstanding his conspicuous iiicrils, and the recent solemnity 
with which they had been brought to notice ; notwithstanding the close- 
ness of his affinity, both by blood and marriage, with the prophet, yet in 
the w'liole of this numerous assembly, not a single voice was exerted to 
bespeak a moment’s consideration to the claims of Ally, the couzin of 
their legislator, and the hnsband of his favorite daughter. But in the 
course of the subsequent page.s it will be seen, that this was only the fust 
of three successions, iii wdiich the pretensions of this distinguished chief- 
tain, were baffled or overlooked ; with no other exception to his character 
than that, among a nation of homicides, he was alleged to be a man of 
blood. 

Abdullali Abu Bukker, thus elevated to sovereign power by the suffrage 
of his. associates, on the same day received the homage of the superior 
orders ; and the day following, while officiating in his sacerdotal clMiacter, 
that of Imaum, he was acknowledged by the people at large. Still the 
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concurrence of the son of Abitaiileb was consid^fred yet wanting to 
the complete establishment of his authority, and he was accordingly invited 
to attend. When he entered the place of convention, Ally appears to 
have felt some degree of surprise, if not of awe, on finding himself, unex- 
pectedly, in the presence of such a numerous assemblage of the most 
distinguished friends and companions of the prophet; he requested 
however, to know the object for which his attendance had been required. 
They apprized him, in general, of the measures which had been determined 
on, and that it was expected he should unite with the other chiefs of the 
commonwealth of [sslaum, in allegiance to the authority of Abfi Bukker, 
whom they had chosen as the successor of Mahommed. Upon this, 
Ally briefly observed in reply, that, from all he was able to understand 
from the information which had been just communicated to him, by way 
of argument to reconcile the citizens of Medeinah to the authority of 
Abii Bukker, recourse had been had to the nature of his affinity with the 
sacred person, wlio was now no more. And for his own part, he should 
at present trouble them no further, than in his own behalf, also, thus 
puhlicly to appeal to the same affinity. lie therefore solemnly called 
upon them, without suffering themselves to be any longer imposed upon 
by specious pretences, and as they bad found strict justice, so in justice 
to declare, who there was among all men living so closely allied to their 
prophet, as the man who now addressed them. 

With that arrogant spirit, of which he appears to have possessed a con- 
spicuous share, Omar here interfered with a declaration, that he should 
not he suffered to (piit the spot, until, in concurrence with the example 
of his compeers, he had acknowledged the authority of Abii Bukker. 
To which, ill answer, Ally indignantly observed, that whatever were the 
conceptions by him and others formed on this subject, he should only state, 
that while a spark of life continued to animate his frame, he should not 
cease to assert his claim to that dignity, which he should ever contend to 
be his own. The importunities of others were now added to prevail upon 
him, since the matter appeared to have taken an intirely opposite course, 
to forego those pretensions, of which they did not presume to deny the 
justice, and by his acquiescence to avert the mischiefs, which otherwise 
seemed to threaten the public safety. The most urgent, with him, on the 
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A. H* xr. occasion were Al)i^ Oftaidah, and Besheir the son of Saud, already spoken 
A. D. 6*32. of ; the latter in particular, protesting that the circumstance which more 
Rouzut immediately promoted the advancement of AbA Bukker, was the general 
,ttssulf 4 . impression, that Ally was averse to engage in the cares and anxieties of 
government ; an impression which he ascribed to his secluding himself so 
intirely from the expectations of the public, while employed in performing 
the last solemnities to the prophet's menmry. To this, Ally further 
observed, that they must have supposed him possessed of a very limited 
conception of the rules of ordinary decorum, and the calls of private grati- 
tude, if they thought him capable of forsaking the unburied remains of his 
master and benefactor, in order to attend to any views of self interest or 
ambition, however urgent and seducing with other men. 

In this place AbA Biikker thought proper to put an end to the debate, by 
declaring that had he foreseen any contest or competition on the part 
of Ally, no inducement should have prevailed upon him to accept of a charge 
which to him presented but ti w attractions. But us lie had now received 
the homage and acknowledgements of the whole community, he trusted 
that Ally would not disappoint the just expectations of his fellow citizens, 
formed on the belief, that, with him, no sacrifice was too great to ensure 
his country’s good. At the same time, he assured him, that if he did not 
feel himself immediately disposed to give the necessary proofs of submission, 
he was not to consider himself under the smallest restraint ; but that he 
was at perfect liberty to withdraw whenever he thought it proper. An 
intimation of which Ally immediately availed himself, quitting the assem- 
bly, without having bound himself under any obligation to submit to the 
authority of the new sovereign. 

On (he other hand, there are not wanting those who have accused Ally 
of a precipitancy in his demonstrations of submission to AbA Bukker, 
almost too ludicrous to repeat; of so much eagerness and anxiety to do 
him homage, that he forgot some of the most necessary appurtenances of 
dress. At the same time, if we are to credit the testimony of one class of 
writers, he was prevailed on to the performance of this act of submission, 
at the expiration of .forty days ; or of six months ; or, according to others, 

• not until the death of h'atima had bereft him of his fairest plea to the 
succession. That he was on friendly terms with AbA Bukker, in the com- 
mencement of the year twelve, and had then, to all appearance, submitted 
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to acknowledge hit autliorlty, a pretty clear proof will be given by and by. 
One thing is, however, beyond dispute ; notwithstanding the most tempt- 
ing importunities*to urge him, both during this and the following reign, 
Ally conscientiously abstained from troubling the repose of his country, 
by any attempt to prosecute the claims of personal ambition. Before he 
had yet submitted to Ab^i Bukker on the present occasion, Abd SofFeyair, 
in particular, endeavoured to stimulate his pride, by demanding, if, with the 
common feelings of honorable emulation, he could tamely suffer an ordi- 
nary individual of the race of Temeim, to exercise the sovereign power, 
whilst he, himself, would undertake, in his behalf, to cover the adjoining 
deserts w’ith armies. An offer, of which, with a magnanimity more 
frequently applauded than imitated. Ally declined to take advantage, 
rather disdainfully observing, that the principles of the true faith did not 
yet appear to have banished that disposition to turbulence, by which, 
during the period of infidelity, he had made himself so leiiiurkab/e. A 
reception so ungracious, of an offer of servfcc so important, most probably 
rendereeJ AbA Sofibyaii not the less accessible to the advances of AbCi 
Bukker and Ornar, who, on infonnalion of his hostile intrigues, contrived 
to purchase his forbearance, by the promise of the yet uncoiiqucred 
government of Damascus, for his son Yezzid. 

Every obstacle thus removed, Abfi Bukker, a few days subsequent to 
the death of Mahommed may, therefore, be considered as firmly seated 
in the government, under the title of the Khaleifah ; representative or 
lieutenant, of the prophet of God, which was the designation adopted by 
this prince, as most descriptive of the functions he thonght himself called 
upon to dicharge; and in which he publicly declared, he no longer ex- 
pected the obedience of his subjects, than he was found to administer 
strict and impartial justice, in conformity to the sacred law of heaven, so 
lately revealed among them. 

It has been already slated, that a considerable detachment, under As- 
saumah the son of Zeid, had been some time assembled, for the purpose 
uf an attack upon the Syrian territory, and the departure of which was 

* Legitimate or orthodox, Khaleifahs. — Khalif*.. — ^J^ieutenants, or vicars. — ^Tliefour im- 
^mediate successors of the prophet so distinguished. 
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A.H. XT. only retarded by the dissolution of the prophet. A scrupulous regard 
A.D. 632. for the prophet’s memory, impelled Abu Bukker to expedite ahe march 
Rouzut of this detachment, at a period, when it was known, that the intelligence 
ussuffiU of his death had spread apostacy, disaffection, and revolt, through every 
eorner of Arabia. To evince his unalterable resolution in this respect, he 
replied to the remonstrances of his fiieiids, against the imprudence of em- 
ploying the flower of the Mosslems in distant expeditions at such a crisis, 
that they should proceed to their destination, though, during their absence, 
he should be torn to pieces by beasts of prey. 

The march of this body of troops, which, accordingly took place, in obedi- 
ence to theKhalifs orders, does not, however, appear to have been signalized 
by any thing worthy of particular record. After committing some ravages 
in the territory of an obnoxious tribe, and avenging the death of his hither, 
on the very spot which had beheld his martyrdom, Assaumah, at the 
expiration of forty day.s, returned to Medeinah. But, according to others, 
he returned from his expedition, without even having seen the face of au 
enemy. Contrary, however, to what was in general apprehended, the 
hopes of those who were adverse to the prosperity of the new religion, and 
who, on the death of Mahommed, had conceived that the power of his 
disciples would be no longer formidable, were not a little diminished, when 
they perceived that an army, so considerable as that which followed the 
standard of Assaumah, could be so speedily equipped at Medeinah for 
offensive and distant warfare. 

Nevertheless, his accession had not long taken place, when the accumu- 
lated intelligence of apostacy, revolt, and imposture, which Abu Bukker 
continued to receive from all quarters, compelled him to forego, for the 
present, all plans of foreign conquest and aggression, and to attend to the 
more imminent and emergent considerations of domestic and internal safety. 

Asswad, who had apostatized and usurped the government of Yemen, on 
the demise of Bazan the Persian, had already suffered the punishment of 
his apostacy. On the very day which preceded the death of the prophet, 
when he had enjoyed the fruits of his usurpation for about three months, 
he was cut off, by three conspirators, introduced into his bedchamber, by 
the contrivance of his wife, the widow of his predecessor, whom, in an 
evil hour, he had selected to share his fortunes with him. This man, by 
a pretended skill in magic, and a dexterity in sleight of hand, which sur- 



29 


passed the comprehension of the multitude, had succeeded in imposing, A. H. XL 
upon iiis followers, the notion that he also was an inspired person. A. D. 638. 

Another of those impostors, who, by practicing on the credulity of the Rouzut 
multitude, succeeded for a short time, in establishing the belief, that he uauffiL 
was acting under the influence of divine revelation, was T^lleihah the son 
of Khueylud, the sscene of whose impositions lay among the Benni Assud* 

But, as if the spirit of imposture had determined not to confine itself to 
cither sex in particular, it seized upon Shujia,* a Christian woman of the 
tribe of Temeim, residing at Mosshle, who, at this period, aspired to the 
honors of the prophecy, and disseminated the infection of her errors 
through a considerable part of Arabia. From none, however, of all these, 
was the early establishment of Mahommedanism threatened with more 
important consequences, than from the alarming progress of Mosseylemah ; 
whose skill in the arts of delusion, was so abundantly successful in the 
territory of Yemaumah, that, in a short space of time, he could number 
among his followers, one hundred thousand persons willing to shed their 
blood ill defence of his doctrines. 

Against the former of these surviving impostoi’s, Thlleihah the son of XIL 
Khueylud, and the tribe of Assud, in the early part of the twelfth year of the A. D. 633. 
Hidjry, Abvi Bukker prepared to lead his troops in person ; and he had 
proceeded with tliis view, to Zilkessah, one day’s journey from Medeinah, 
when he was prevailed upon by the particular remonstrances of Ally, who 
is even said, on the occasion, to have seized the reins of his camel, to 
remain, as prudence, and the crisis of the times, appeared to require it, at 
the seat of government ; and to entrust the execution of these subordinate • 
concerns lo the bravery and skill of his captains. The fierce and intrepid 
Khaled was the person selected for this service, and he accordingly pro- 
ceeded, at the head of three thousand chosen soldiers, towards the territory 
of the Benni Assud, where, on the banks of a certain rivulet, the son of 
Khfieylud, lay encamped. 

It is observable by the way, that while Mahommed was living, this per- 
son had embraced the tenets of Isslaum, and had been admitted to enjoy 
the society of its founder. When he rejoined his tribe, he thought fit, 
notwithstanding, to abandon those tenets, and to constitute himself the 

*She is by others denominated Sejauje, 
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*A. H. XIT. propYiet, and framer of a new religion. Neither does it appear that he 
A. Xy.Cm, experienced any great difficulty in carrying his plans into execution ; for 
Houzut by proposing to relieve such as might be disposed to embrace his doctrines, 
ussuffd. from the obligations of fasting and prayer,- and to admit the practice of 
usury forbidden to the Mahommedans, with other similar indulgences, 
he prevailed upon the whole of the Benni Assud to believe, that he was 
inspired from above: and the Benni Fcraiizah, and numbers more of the 
apostate Arabs uniting with them in the belief of his prophetic mission, 
his party, about the period of Mahonitned’s decease, had acquired consi- 
deiable strength and reputation. 

When Khaled had approached within a convenient distance of his camp, 
he endeavoured, in compliance with the general instructions received from 
AbA Bukker, to admonish the insurgent from his hostile designs, or at 
least to recede from his absurd and impious pretensions; without, however, 
producing any eflect ; and both sides, accordingly, prepareil for battle. 
On this occasion the right wing of Khaled*s troops was commanded by 
Aaddi, one of the sons of the beneficent and liberal 1 lantern 'IVi. 

Thlleihah, on his part, while his followers disposed themse lves sword 
in hand, to establish his claims to divine authority, retired to a secure spot, 
and, muffled up in his cloak, put on the appearance of awaiting the descent 
of inspiration. In those circumstances, while the combatants were engaged, 
and when he had, for a third time, l)cen applied to, by Ayuiah the son 
of HCisseyne, one of the chiefs of his party, to know whether he had yet 
received any communication from the angel Gabriel, he was at last con- 
strained to affirm that he had been favored with such communication ; the 
purport of which, as explained by suhse(|uciit writers, appears to be this ; 
“ that Kis hopes, and those of Khaled, did not hitherto seem to coincide ; 
and that matters were so circumstuiiccfl betwixt them, that he should never 
be able to forget.’* Upon this contemptible ambiguity, Ayiiiah, with 
equal rage and disdain, observed to the impostor, with an oath, that there 
was iiidet‘d a circumstance at hand, of which //<?, at all events, was not 
likely to lose the icmeinb ranee. Then turning to the people of his tribe, 
he told them they were not to expect any thing but falsehoods from this 
• base impostor, and if they would be advised by him, th(;y would leave him 
10 his fate, and consult their safety by a timely retreat ; and he forthwith 
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9Ct them tfie example, by immediately quitting the field of battle, followed 
by the whole of the Benni Ferauzah governed by his influence. 

According to others, after several unsuccessful assaults upon the troops 
of Khaled, Ayniah was on his retreat from the field when accosted by 
Tfilleihah, who demanded whither he was posting to > In reply to which, 
he said, that he and his people had acquitted themselves of their share; 
and that it was now his time to apply to his friend the archangel, to take 
/its hands f torn his bosom^ and bear some part in the danger and fatigue of 
the conflict. 

If these minute and ludicrous particulars furnish either instruction or 
information, it is, that the same disgustful uniformity pervades the tale of 
hypocrisy and imposture in every age and every climate : and in an age of 
doubt and infidelity, it is, however, some consolation to reflect, that whilst 
among the vulgar mass of mankind there still remains an ample portion of 
folly and credulily, the race of impostors has been almost, if not intirely, 
proscribed, by the progress of rea^n and research, in the greater part of 
the world. 

The defection of this man, with his numerous followers, so materially 
weakened the ranks of the enemy, that Khaled, without great difficulty, 
pierced through the remainder, whom he soon compelled to quit the field 
in dismay ; and their leader, perceiving that fortune bad decided for the 
superior valor of his antagonist, also betook himself to flight, directing his 
course towards Syria. He was pursued, overtaken, and again defeated in 
thc'Waudi, or desert of Azraub, by Khaled, but finally succeeded in gain- 
ing the Syrian territory, where he threw himself under the protection of the 
chiefs of the Benni Ghassan. At a subsequent period he is said to have 
renounced his errors, and returned to the profession of the Mahommedaa 
belief. 

Of some other minor impostors and adventurers, who took advantage' of 
the disorder, of the times, to aspire at independence, and were at this same 
period cl^astized by the sword of Khfded, the particulars are neither impor- 
tant nor interesting, and may, therefore, be easily dispensed with. Of one 
of these, however, an apostate of the name of Nedjauh, the offences must 
have been pecuharly atrocious, to have awakened a spirit of severity in 
the mild and merciful Abfi. Bukker, by whose orders he was burnt to 
doath, whilst others, on recantation, were received to pardon. 
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A. H.xn. The success, which, in her scheme of imposition, for a time, attended 
A. D. ()‘33. Sliujia, may, pcrliaps, entitle her story to a more extensive range in this 
Uoussut narrative. She was, as hath been already mentioned, a Christian, but of ex- 
iissuft'a. traordinary talents and eloquence of speech. Deeply skilled in the sacred 
mysteries of her religion, an aspiring ambition had long prompted her to usurp 
the prophetic character, but the well established fame ofMahommed had de- 
terred her froin the attempt while he wasliving. His death, however, seemed 
at once to'dispel her apprehensions, and give free scope to her ambitious 
views. Without further embarrassment, she accordingly announced her- 
self a prophetess; commenced her string of rhapsodies, and uttered them 
ill rhyme, professing that these distempered etfusions were inspired from 
above. In these, however, she is said to have enjoined fasting and prayer; 
alms and purification ; but, to the utter abomination of every disciple of 
Mahommed, to have warranted the use of wine, and of hog's flesh. In 
the mean time, be the nature of her doctrines what it may, the whole 
of the Benni Thauleb yielded to the ^elusions whicli she put in practice, 
and embraced them. 

Encouraged, therefore, by these early proofs*of success, she proceeded 
to circulate throughout Arabia, letters, inviting the different tribes to sub- 
scribe to that scheme of faith which she proposed for their adoption ; 
which letters were universally received with a sentiment so favorable, that 
vast numbers, from all parts of the peninsula, hastened to enrol thcmsidvcs 
in the list of her followers, and procured for her such an acquisition of 
strength and renown, as to render her not a little formidable to the sur- 
rounding chieftains. Among others, whom she successfully assailed in 
this w;iy, was the chief of the Beniii Temeiiii, Malek the son of Nuwairah, 
whose alleged want of sagacity, or natural imbecility of mind, was such, 
that, though the intimate friend of Ornar, that most zealous of believers, 
he could submit to exchange the pure principles of Isslaum, for the new 
formed and ill-established maxims of this artful and ingenious ft male. I'lie 
Benni llebbaut, however, one of the neiglihouring tribes, having resisted 
all her endeavors, to seduce them, she jmj)iously forged a message from 
heaven for their extermination ; and having thus attached the seal of 
blood to her imposture, the chiefs who had bound themselves to share her 
destiny, after representing the magnitude of the enterprize, in which they 
were embarked, and the dangers with which they were surrounded, proposed 



\o her an immediate attack on tlbe disciples of Mahommed, and the troops A. H. Xlf; 
of Abh Bukker, as the principal obstacles in her way to the sovereignty A. D. 653. 
of all Arabia. Itouzut 

This was a step at which she seemed to hesitate, and she therefore proposed vssuffft. 
to await the result of that night’s inspiration before she determined. Next 
morning she contrived to produce a composition in measured sentences, 
which she pretended to have had revealed to her in the course of the night ; 
and the purport of which was to indicate that they should first proceed 
towards Yemaumah, and bring the fate of Mosseylemah to an issue. To 
this alternative, her followers, without much difficulty, subscribed. 

In the mean time, whilst Shujia and her adherents were thus directing 
their views towards Yemaumah, the troops of Abfi Bukker were marching 
to the same quarter, to crush the ambitious projects of the arch impostor 
Mosseylemah ; but on intelligence of the motions of Shujia, Khaled, who 
continued to superintend the operations of the Mussulman detachments, 
conceived it advisable to allow the sectaries by mutual hostilities to exhaust 
their strength, in order, at a future opportunity, to attack them with greater 
advantage ; and having so determined, he accordingly withdrew, with the 
troops under his orders, towards Medeinah. 

On the other hand, apprized of the warlike approach of the prophetess, 
Llosseylemah dispatched some of his people to require an explanation of 
her designs. Having obtained -admission to the presence of Shujia, the 
messengers employed on the occasion, were, by her, enjoined to announce 
to- tlicir master, that she was charged with the mandate of Omnipotence to . 
make war upon him : and with this reply, together with a specimen of the 
uncoil iiectedj.irgon, wlrch, in the shape of a religious code, she hac^framed 
for her purposes, she permitted them to depart J^’rom a sense of conscious 
fraud, MoNsi ylenuih could not have been much at a loss to appreciate the 
full extimt of these impious and arrogant pretensions : but, as the alarm 
wnicli had i)ecii excit<.*d by the advance of Khaled was not yet subsided, 
he thought It prudent to temporize, and accordingly determined to enter 
inio a IK gociatioii with her. 

J-or this piirpf)se, he again dispatched bis agents to her camp, in a style 
\md language similar to her own, to advise her, that God had assigned the 

F 
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A. H. XII. earth in equal portions, one half to the Koraish, and one half to himself : 

A. D. f^33. and had moreover associated him, on terms of intire equality in the pro- 
Rouzut phetic mission, with Mahommed. Notwithstanding, if she would submit 
ussufi'a. herself to be governed by real considerations of justice, it was not yet 
impossible but means might be discovered to transfer to herself, that por- 
tion which the supreme being had hitherto allotted to the Koraish. lii the 
mean tune, since it would appear that she also was among those favored 
mortals selected for the descent pf heavenly inspiration, he, for his part, 
did not conceive himself at liberty to withhold from her his belief ; bift 
in order that he might have a fair opportunity of convincing himself from 
her own mouth, of the validity of her claims, his agents were authoiized to 
invite her, together with as many of her confidential attendanls as she 
thought proper, to a private con ferenco with him. 

The agents of Mosseyleinah now experienced from Sluijia a most 
courteous and lionorable reception ; and to account for so sudden an alter- 
ation in her demeanor, slie protciided that in a recent revelation from 
heaven, they had been announced to her in terms of peculiar approbation ; 
ill particular, that they were to be rccocrnized by the singular graces of their 
persons, the eh’gance and purity of the language in which they spoke, 
and by that scrupulous abstinence vvliich they professed to observe, with 
regard to wine and women ; they were, moreover, »leseribed to her as a 
people virtuous and good, whose devotion towards an Almighty being, 
the fountain of purity and excellence, was attested by listing and pilgrim- 
age, and a life without reproach. But after all, that same Being who could 
alone penetrate the secret designs of the heart, must be witness between 
them. 

It is observed by the way, that in his code of faith, the followers of 
Mosseylcmali w'ere totally interdicted the use of wine ; but what apjiears 
more extraordinary, unless it was intended to check a teeming iiopulalion, 
they were also forbidden to cohabit with their wives when once they had 
become the mother of a child : to which, in this her rhapsodical elusion, 
the prophetess is supposed to allude. That is, however, of little importance. 
With a testimony so llattering to the character of those who had embraced 
his doctrines, the agents of Mosseylcmah returned to their master ; who, 
on his side, in the corresponding cant of hypocrisy, preteiide^l to doubt no 
longer that this woman was also an apostle inspired and commissioned 
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•From above, for the instruction and reformation of mankind. And on this 
•interchange of acknowledgements, with a further assurance from Mossey- 
lemah, that ho had the authority of heaven for subscribing to the truth of 
her divine mission, Shujia did not hesitate to place herself, accompanied 
by two confidential persons only, at the discretion of her competitor. 

In a garden, without the gates of Ycmaumah, where he had caused 
some tents to be pitched for her reception, Mosseyleinah, and this enter- 
prising female came at last to an interview ; in which, after some prelimi- 
nary discourse on the subject of their latest communications from above, 
he soon discovered that the virtue of the prophetess was not proof against 
voluptuous advances. Perceiving that she was sufficiently softened by 
some glowing representations, which he thought fit to delineate, of the 
enjoyments to be derived from a tender intercourse of the sexes; he 
adventured to ask, since they wercalreatfy united in the sacred functions 
of the prophecy, what should impeach their coalescing in other respects ? 
And without further apology, proposed, tliut, by entering into conjugal 
engagements with him, she should resign licr person and pretensions to 
Ills disposal. Already fascinated by the charms of an engaging exterior, 
iur he IS said to have been one of the liandsoiiiest men in Arabia, she could 
only nitreat his foibearance until the descent of celestial inspiration ; or in 
Ollier words, until, in the language of succeeding hypocrites, she had 
consulted the spirit. To remove her scruples in this respect, required no 
exlraonlmary ccmqiass of invention on the part of Mosseylemah. Imme- 
diately tliri»wing himself into a violent fit of agitation, under pretence that 
it was the inspired moment, he found no great difficulty in persuade 
iiig Shnjia on h s recovery, by such ambiguous phrases, as he had coniposed 
on the spot, that they had the dispensation of heaven to consecrate their 
Jiupurc and unhallowed indulgences. She attempted no longer to defend 
the approaclii's < f female modesty, and the iriuinpli of the artful Mosseyle- 
mah was complete. Having thus forfeited all pretensions to that puiity, 
which IS I'u* briiihtest attribute of her sex, the projihetess fell from her 
proud pre-eminence, and became a mere debased, contaminated woman. 

When tliree days, and as many nigbts, had been consiimeil in this 
‘mipure and libidinous intercourse, in what the Arabs tell us, was at this 
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A, H. XU. time denominated the garden of mercy, but, at a subsequent period, the- 
A. D. t)33. ganleii of death; Shiijia found, upon recoUcction, that it would be proper 
Uouzut to rejoin her expectant followers, and she accordingly returned to her 
ussuft'a. camp. The Arab chiefs, and Malek ben Nowairah, among others, on her 
reappearance, signified their desire to be made acquainted with the nature 
of what had passed during this secret interview with Mosseylemah. She 
informed them, that she had found him, like herself, commissioned from 
above, and that, in obedience to the express mandates of heaven, she had 
even consented to become his wife : but when she added, that she had- 
thus contracted herself without any description of jointure or marriage 
settlement ; they apprized her, that, to a woman of her dignity and 
assumptions, such an omission was to an extreme degree dishonorable, 
and that she was indispensably called upon to return to Mosseylemah, and 
demand one. Conscious of humiliation, she could now submit to the 
dictates of her inferiors, and in compliance with their remonstrances, she 
posted back to Yemaumah, the gates of which, she had the mortification 
to find closed against her ; Mosseylemah declining to hold any communica- 
tion with her, but from the battlements. 

From thence, when he understood the object of her unexpected visit, 
he coldly required that the person whom she usually employed to announce 
the hour of prayer might be directed to appear; when, in a lone of im- 
perious authority, he commanded him to proclaim to his nation, that 
Mosseylemah, the apostle of God, had cancelled from their devotions two 
of the five diurnal periods of prayer allotted by Mahommed, namely, the 
earliest in the morning, and the latest in the evening ; and with no other 
reply to her application, she was constrained to return to her encampment. 
When «he had, however, remained some days in the same position, 
Mosseylemah, intimidated by certain further indications of hostility on her 
part, was ultimately prevailed upon to place at her disposal by way of 
dower, one half the produce of the dates of Yemaumah. 

The Arab chiefs of her party, nevertheless, found it impossible to recon- 
cile the scandal of her interview with Mosseylemah, with those exalted, 
professions of sanctity, which had hitherto attracted their respect; and it 
was but a step further to discover, in its full extent, their error in forsak- 
ing their religion and tribes, to attach themselves to a woman so wretched 
and abandoned, in the dilemma to \vbich they found themselves reduced. 
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thciy consulted on the means of extricating thenoselves, and it was deter- a. H.XIT. 
mined on, as the only expedient to avert the approaching vengeance of A. D. 633, 
Klniled, to make their peace with, and submit to tiie clemency of Abb Rouzut 
Bukker. With this determination, they embraced the first opportunity of ussuff^. 
separating from the degraded Shiijia, and of dispersing to their several 
abodes. Of herself, the remainder of the story may be comprized in a 
very few words. On perceiving the destruction of her followers, she made 
the host of her way from Arabia, and effected her escape to Mosside, 
accompanied by about four hundred of the natives of that place, who 
continued faithful to the last: and at a subsequent period, according to 
the te stimony of some writers, she found it convenient to enrol herself 
among the more successful proselytes of the Koran. 

Malek the son of Nowairah, the recorded friend of Omar, we have 
already had occasion to state to be one among those of the Arab 
chn fs, wboso destiny had led them to join the fortunes of Shujia; and he, 
like the rest of her associates, on the general separation, betook himself to 
a place of retirement, where the ties of friendship might, perhaps, have 
flattered him with no unreasonable hope, that the influence of an advocate 
so powerful as he possessed in Omar, would not he exerted in vain, to 
secure bis pardon with Abu Bukker. The sequel renders it necessary to 
atdd, that the wife of Malek ben Nowairah,- possessed such exquisite beauty, 
as to be the theme of admiration to the utmost limits of the country. 

When dispatched to reduce the refractory and apostate tribes to their 
obedience, Khaled was particularly enjoined, by the instructions of AbA 
Buifker, to forbear from molesting those among whom, he was still able to 
distinguish the call to prayers. But even where this appeared to be 
iutirely extinct, he was, as an indispensable preliminary, to invite them to 
embrace the law of truth, and to the payment of the usual contributions ; 
on refusal to comply with which, he was then only, and not before, to con- 
sider their property at his disposal, and their lives at the discretion of the 
sword ; iaall which, he was to be governed by such intelligence as should be 
conveyed to him, by the emissaries he was directed to employ for that 
purpose. 

Accordingly, when this inflexible soldier was assured of the dispersion 
which had taken place among the misguided adherents of Shujia, his spies 
proceeded to explore, and bring him advice of what indications of faith, or 
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A. H, Xrr. infidelity appeared among that community of Arabs, of ^\’hich Malek was 
A. D. 633. chief. Sorncj of these, on their return, reported, that on their passage 
Rouzut through the obnoxious district, the suuinions to prayers had not even once 
ussufla. saluted their ears ; while the direct reverse was attested by Ahfi Ketaudah 
the Ansaur, who had been employed on a similar errand, and who posi- 
tivi'Iy affirmed that this proof of the prevalence of Isslaum, still continued 
among them. Malek was, however, adinitred to a conference with Khaled, 
m which the latter, in the exchange of a very few words, came to the con- 
clusion, in his own mind, that he Was still, whatever might be his profes- 
sions, an apostate : and as M.ilek, in the course of conversalion, happened 
to appeal too frequently to the history and authority of tin' prophet, 
Khiiled, ul last, in apparent indignation, cried out, “ Oog as ihoii ait, 
“ whatever relation he might have borne to ns, Mahommed was to iliee 
“iiolhiijg then making a signal to his guards, the In ad of this uiitortn- 
nate man was, on the spot, struck oil’, witiioiit any furtlier ctiri'inony or 
inquiry. 

This fact is, at the same time, otherwise rc'presenled, hy such as arc 
disposed to view the character Rhaied iii a light more lavorable. I5y 
these It is stated, that Malek and his dependents were brought to the 
camp of that general, at a period when the nighis Irrippoiied to be 
extremely cold ; and orders were circulated by KhTded, from motives of 
humanity, that those with whom they were in custody, should provnh' for 
the accoiniiiodatioii of their prisoners, in such a manner, as to prevent 
tlieir sulleriiig from the inclemency of the weather. By some strange ifnd 
cruel misconstruction of orders, however, the method which they took for 
the puv]iose, happened to be of a nature so etli'ctual, as to secure them not 
only against eoki, hut against all fuiuri* injury whatever. They were, every 
mail of tlii'in, murdered in cold bl<»od. And the conduct ol Khaled on 
the occasion, is rendered still more questionable and suspicions, by the 
circumsraiice of his having immediately espoused the beautiful widow ^of 
his murdered prist)iier. 

On intelligence of this apparently wanton and cruel execution, the 
, strongest marks of asiomshment and indignation were openly exhibited by 
Omar. In terms of sevi're and bitter ee'nsurc, he complained to A hit 
BukUer of ih ' eoiiduct of Ivhaled, and called upon him by every consider- 
ation ol justice and policy, to remove him fiom a command, of which, by 
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his cruelty and utter contempt of decorum, he had rendered himself so 
ill ri rely unworthy. More especially, since Abh Ketaudah, whose testimony 
in behalf of £ben Nowairnh, had been so arrogantly rejected, had then 
solemnly sworn, never to serve again under the authority of Khaled, whose 
contumacy in putting this person to death, and immediately transferring 
the widow to his own bed, must have equally excited the detestation and 
disgust of every just and honorable man. Unmoved by either the com- 
plaints or arguments of Omar, Abh Bukker desired that he would be more 
sparing in his censures, and less ardent in his expectations of the super- 
session of Khaled ; because the reasons must be of a most forcible complex- 
ion that could induce him to return to the scabbard, the sword which 
God himself had drawn against the infidels. He was, notwithstanding, 
ultimately prevailed upon by the urgent and repeated importunities of 
Omar, to dispatch his messengers to require the immediate presence of 
Khaled at Medeinah, to account for his conduct with regard toMalek the 
son of Nowairah, 

In obedience to this summons, Khaled set ofT without loss of time for 
Medeinah, and had arrived within a sliort distance of that city, when it 
occurred to him, that there could be no impropriety in bis making use of 
some expedient in order to secure a private audience with Abu Bukker, 
This expedient was no other than to send on, a present of two dinaurs* of 
gold to the Khalit’s porter or chainbcrldin, with a request, that when at a 
proper opportunity Khaled should come for admission, no other should be 
allowed to enter with him. The jiorter accepted of the present, and 
engaged to conduct himself ill the manner he was required to do; thus 
aflbrding, our historian remarks, the first instance of corruption recorded" 
ill the aiiiials of Mahommi danism. 

Khaled was accordingly making the best of his way to the mansion of 
Abh Bukker, when, from the gate of an adjoining mosque, Omar, the very 
person whom he most wished to avoid, made Ills egress, and immediately 
accosted him in terms not very conciliatory, having first seized, and broke 
to pieces, a couple of arrows, which, as was then the custom of the Arahiaa 
warriors, Khaled wore in his turban ; then continuing to revile him in a 

• The cllnaiir has been differently estimated, from the value of five shillings to that of thir- 
teen and bix-pcncc. According to Terishtab^ it t\a5> equivalent to two rupees^ about 
shillings. 
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A. H. XII' strain of bitter reproach for the cruel assassination ofMalek ben Now&irah, 
A. D. 633. and his shameless breach of national decorum in the Seizure of the widow, 

' he openly avowed his determination to see him stoned to death. To all 

ussulfa. which, Khalcd, conceiving that he had equally incurred the resentment 
and displeasure of Abh Bukker, made not the smallest reply ; and in this 
manner, galled by the reproaches and menaces of Omar, he reached the 
entrance of Abb Bukker’s mansion, to which the porter gave him immedi- 
ate admission ; at the same time, placing his hand on Omar’s breast, he 
told him that he had received orders to admit none but Khaled. Omar 
recollecting the respect w^hich was due to the sacred residence of the 
prophet’s successor, forbore to make use of importunities, and withdrew; 
striking his hands together, and expressing at the same time his pereuasion 
and regret, that the blood of his friend should have been thus shed without 
the prospect of that just retaliation, which he had so anxiously sought 
to obtain. 

On the other hand, Khaled, on entering the presence of Abh Riikker^ 
was sternly asked, if he was not the murderer of one of the faithful, and 
the violator of the sacred sanctuary of the Harani, in es[)ousii]g his widow ? 
A question which KhMed aukwardly evaded, by demandinu, on his pari, 
whether the Khalif was not present, when tin* appellation of the srjsord of 
God was bestowed upon him by their prophel. Abu Bukker having 
replied iU the affirmative, KhAlcd proceeded to demand whether then the 
sword of the Almighty was destined to fall lightly, or innocuously, on the 
neck of the infidel only, and the hypocrite ? The Khalif, in his further reply, 
having expressed himself in a manner which indicated the contrary, and 
otherwise implied that the conduct of Khaled had been explained to his 
satisfaction, the latter withdrew from his presence, in no small degree 
elated with ihe result of his visit ; and again observing Onivir seated at the 
entrance of the mos(|UC, watching his departure, he now calkd to him in 
a voice of contempt ami defiance, and by the name of left handt il dotard, 
dared him to come near ; from all which, concluding that he had justified 
his conduct, and had been restored to the favor of Abu Ihikkcr, Omar 
thought proper to postpone his resentment until an opportunity should 
. occur for its more elTectual gratification. 

Having thus successfully vindicated himself against the nccusalions of 
bis enemies, the resources of courage and skill, which Khaled is by all 
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parties acknowledged to have possessed in a very eminent degree, were A. H.XIT, 
next employed to put a termination, to the aspiring and dangerous designs A. D. 633. 
Of Mosseylemah ; against whom, it would appear, the Khalif conceived it Rouzut 
expedient to call forth, on this occasion, the flower of the disciples of Iss- ussuifS. 
laum. Kh^led hastened to rejoin the army, which, after the necessary 
equipments had been completed, he led accordingly straight towards 
Yemaumah; the division of the Ansaur being consigned to the direction of 
Thaubut the son of Keyss, and that of the Mohaujer to Abili Khozzaifah 
the son of Attchah, and Zeid the son ofKhettaub, the brother of Omar. 

During the march, a small detachment of the people of Yemaumah, in 
pinsuitof one of their fellow citizens who had been guilty of murder, fell, 
when they least expected such a misfortune, into the hands of Khfiled’s 
troops; and on being interrogated by that general, as to the articles of their 
creed, answering without reserve that, like the followers of Mahommed, 
they also hud their prophet, Khaled, with as little ceremony, gave orders 
to cut all their throats. When, iu the course of execution, it came to the' 
turn of Saunah the son of Aumar, and Muj.iia the son of Meraurah, both 
of them of the most distinguished rank in Yemaumah, ihe former addressed 
himself to Khiiled, and advised him, if he was desirous of ensuring success 
to the enterprise in which he was engage^, to spare the life of Mftjaia : 
an admonition which appears to have been given on grounds so solid, thttt 
Khaled suspended the execution of both these persons, who were. thus 
seasonably rescued from the fate of their companions. After this, the 
Mosslems continued their march to Abazlr, a village in the territoiy of 
Yemaumah, where Khaled encamped for the pp^si-nt; determined to con- 
duct his operations against an adversary so formidable as Mosseylemah was 
now become in this part of Arabia in partu-ular, on the strictest maxims 
of prddciice and circumspection. 

Such iinleed, through the coiiqurroncft of a vari^tv of circumstances. 

Was the power to which the impostor had raised hirns.'If, that more than 
ordinary precautions were perhaps indispensible ; a force of not l('«s than 
forty thousand fighting men being slated to have been at this period 
assembled beneath his standard. But among the causes which ‘•ontributed 
Diost materially to promote his views and ascenuaiicy in this province, is 

G 
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H. XII. n(|ore particularly mentioned the testiipony, however false, which wa$| 
A.D. 6'39. borne to the nature of his character and mission, by a certain individual, 
Rouzut whom the Arabian writers have agreed to assign the denomination of 
vssufta. Nihaur iirriidjaul. This personage, like many others of his time, had 
sought and obtained an introduction to Alahommed, during his abode at 
Aledeinah; had embraced his doctrines, and been by him particularly 
instructed in the mysteries of that chapter in the KorAn, which was after- 
wards called theShrut ul bakkerah.* Uetnrning, however, to Yemaumab, 
he abjured those doctrines with the same facility as that with which he had 
embraced them ; and attaching himself to the fortunes of Mosscyiemah, 
was enrolled amongst the most confidential of his friends. 

In conformity with the instructions of his new master, he proceeded to 
circulate in the dijBTerent quarters of Yemaiimah, that, in his presence, 
Mahommed had expressly acknowledged Mosseylemah to be his equal and 
associate in all the functions of his divine mission. And such testimony 
confirmed by that of Mohokkem Ben TeffeiJ, was received with so much 
deference, by the most distinguished among the Benni Khozzaifah, that 
they assented without hesitation, to the truth of what it was intended to 
establish; and Mosseylemah was accordingly received as the prophet 
ordained by heaven for their instruction and reformation. In imitation of 
Uabommed, and on the same pretence of communicating to them some 
portion of that abundant virtue with which he was supposed to be endued, 
he was persuaded by the same Nihaur urrudjaul, to lay his hands upon 
the heads of children, and to introduce his fingers into their mouths. 
After his death, we are however assured, that all those on whom this 
imposition had been practiced, became without an exception, either bald- 
headed^ or stammerers in their speech. 

But to resume our narration. On the approach of Khaled, the.chief 
persons of Yemaumah were called together by Mohokkem ul Teffeil 
already mentioned, and by him assured that the fury of these remorseless 
invaders was about to be directed to the demolition of their towns and 
temples, and to the destruction and violation of all they held either dear 
or sacred : neither did he pretend to disguise from them the nature of the 
' enemy with whom they were to contend. He told them, that in defence 
of their country, they must be prepared to combat with men, to whom 

* The chapter of the red heifer.— The Snd of the Korin, 
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life had no value when placed in competition with duty ; Who Were A. H. Xtl. 
accustomed to look upon death in the service of their chief, its the infalli- A.D.6ss. 
ble medium of ensuring eternal life. To this they replied, by the most Uouzut 
solemn protestations, that on the day of battle, they were revived to lusuB. 
exhibit such proofs of determined valor, as should, perhaps, convince 
Khaled of the enormity of those crimes with w'hich he was pOlliited ; and 
though he might contrive to escape from the slaughter of his followers, 
that he should not dare to look behind him, until he was under the gates 
of Medeirtah. The result will shew that in these professions, they were 
perfectly sincere and in earnest. 

Khaled was suffered to advance however, without material opposition, 
until lie encamped at a station then called Akkcrmah, when at the head 
of his whole force, which he now drew' out of Vemaumah, Mosseylemali 
nt length presented liimself before the camp of the Mosslems in formidable 
array. Jloth sides immediately pnjpared for battle, the preliminaries to 
which it was not very di/ficult to arrange*, wiit re the parties were ecjually 
anxious and ardent to engage. I’he right wing of KhAlcd, notwithstand- 
ing the prognostications of Omar, was entrusted to the discretion of his 
brother Zeid, the son of U1 Khettaub ; and the left was placed under 
Assaiimah the son of Zeid, already noticed in the preceding pages. Of 
this action, w^hicli probably decided whether the tenets of Mahommed, or 
the code of Mosscylemah, should give laws to the eastern world, and 
which is recorded to have been the most sanguinary and obstinately con- 
tested of any in which the disciples of the Kor&n had been hitherto . 
engaged, w e shall perhaps be justified in reciting a few of the leading par- 
ticulars ; although at this distant period of time, they cannot be supposed 
to furnish much to interest the attention of the general reader. 

Ivarly iu the battle, and the first who fell on the part of Mosseylemah, 

Was the Nihaur urrudjaul, whose representations have been already stated 
■as so essentially serviceable to the cause of his master, and who was now 
sent to answer for his falsehoods, by the sword of Zeid. On the other 
side, those historians wdio are partial to the memory of Khaled, describe 
him as setting in lus own person an example to his troops, by being the 
foremost in the conflict, which commenced as usual in most cases, with a 
euccession of single combats betwixt those who were most ardent to display 
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A.H. XJI. their valor. To him succeeded in the perilous exhibition, the gallant 
A. D. (i33. Aumar Yaiisser, a name much celebrated in these early times ; he was 
Rouzut desperately wounded, and reluctantly compelled to withdraw to his station 

iisbuffA. in the line of battle. Next succeeded l iaretli, the son of Hushaura ul 

MukhzAmi, and Zeid the son ofKhettaub ; the latter of whom, after hav- 
ing killed five of the enemy’s principal captains, was at last mortally 

wounded, and fell covered with glory. AbCt Khozzaifah, the standard 

bearer of the Mohaiijer, was also one of the martyrs of this fatal day, 
together with about three hundred others of the most zealous partizans of 
the truths of the Mahommedan faith. The bulk of those who now fell 
was indeed of a rank so conspicuous and distinguished, that the Mosslerns 
were thrown into the utmost confusion ; and terror stricken at the loss of 
their leaders a great partof tlumi quitted the field in dismay. 

The enemy flushed with victory, pursued the fugitives to the very tents 
of Khaled, which, in their fury, they proceeded to cut to pieces. Here, 
discovering the widow of Mulrk, the son of Nowairah, recently espoused 
by Klifiled, they were about to put her to death, but witlilicid from their 
cruel design by the timely interposition of Alftjaia the Yemaumite, con- 
fined in the same tents ; and by bis assurances, that at the hands of this 
defenceless female, he had not experienced aught but repeated proofs of 
kindness and hospitality. This success on their part was, however, Imt 
of short duration. The avenging fury of K.haled pressed hard ^ipoii their 
footsteps, wrested from the rash intruders their half acquired victory, and 
drove them from his camp. Nevertheless, the battle coiitiuued to rage with 
undecided fortune, until night came on, and for the. present put an end to 
the conflict ; without, however, affording much rept>sc to the exhausted 
corabhtants. The hostile armies, each apprehensive of an attack from the 
other, during tliis interval of obscurity, and anxious for the fate of the 
ensuing day, without quitting their arms, and with the bridles of their 
horses in hand, fearfully watched the a p[)roach of morning. 

Next day, and probably presuming on the partial advantages of the 
preceding, the foremost to provoke and renew the battle, was Alohokkem 
ul Teffeil, the leader in Mosseylcmah’s councils, and the lieutenant 
. general of his armies. Vaunting his own praises, and the transcendant 

virtues of his patron, and the adherents of his cause, he advanced, in an 
attitude of proud defiance to the front of Khaled’s line, and was there 
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Hans^ixed by the lance of Thaiibut the son of Keyss, the Ansaur, whonfi few a. H. XII. 
surpassed in courage and military glory. At the same time, the death of A . P. 633. 
this person has, by other writers, been indifferently ascribed, both to Rouzut 
Berra'i the son of Malek, and Abdurraihman the son of Abh Bukker, after us9u(i'<:i. 
the troops of Mosseylemah had been diiven with such fatal slaughter into 
the garden near Yemaumah, as will presently be seen. The object of 
relating events with these occasional variations, being, according to our 
author in this place, to guard as much as possible against the charge of 
defect of information on one hand, and partiality of statement in the other, 
which the disingenuous, the illiberal and the envious, might probably be 
on the watch to bring against him : an apprehension which appears to be 
eternally before his eyes ; and which, if any w’erc sufficient, might be 
extended with etjual propriety, as an apology for the endless digression 
and discrepance, with which the attention of the reader is perpetually per- 
plexed and fatigued, in this and almost every other work of oriental history. 

Conformably to such a plan, our author proceeds to relate, that after 
having slain Moliokkem nl Teffin), the son of Keyss continued to assail 
the ciK niy ns they dared to offer themselves, in all directions, until he 
also fell a martyr to his zeal and fidelity. In the same career of achieve- 
nieni and incirryrdoin, he was followed by Saeyb the son of Ulahaum, the 
brother of Zobair. And it was now that Berrai the son of Malek, of whom 
more hereafter, became conspieuous to both armies, by the rapidity of his 
assaults, and the eagerness with which he sought and engaged his antagon- 
ists. But the exertions of individual prowess, proved as yet unavailing 
againsi the pressure of superior numbers led on by no contemptible share 
of enthusiasm and valor. Transported to a degree of fury almost 
ungovernable, the enemy made at last so resolute and effectual a cliarge, 
that the Mossiems, incapabio of resisting the torrent, were compelled to 
give way. Klialcd alone, unmr>ved and iinappalled, still continued by his 
voice and example, to animate, and rccal to a sense of shame and duty, 
his dismayed and broken sijiiadrons; whom he finally prevailed upon, 
tlioiigli this was not accomplished without repeated shocks, to regain tlie 
ground fiom which they had been driven. The exertions of his general 
were gallantly seconded by Ah\i Dejaunah, whose remonstrances brought 
a body of the fugitives to unite with him in breaking through the columns 
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of the enemy, whose presumption derived from superiority of number only^ 
he taught them to chastise. 

Nevertiu'h’ss, the generous efforts of the followers of MossCylemah were 
not of a complexion to be easily overcome. Not less than twenty different 
times, was the held alternately lost and won by the contending parties in 
the course of the day. Such indeed was the fierceness and obstinacy of 
their assaults, that one of the Ansaur, who filled a conspicuous place in 
the action, is compelled to acknowledge, that if the most signal and shame- 
ful defeat dill not this day befal the disciples of Isslam, it was rather to be 
ascribed to the singular favor of divine providence, and the irrevocable 
decrct s of destiny, than to any claims of superior valor. 

IVrcciving that this conflict, the most severe and arduous in which, 
from his own confession, he had ever been enu'agc'd, had already proved 
filial beyond all precedent to the bravest of the prophet’s companions ; 
KliAled was no longer disposed to doubt, that tlu^ blood of Mosseylcmall 
could alone decide the victory, or extinguish the fury of the combatants. 
He tlicrofore redoubled his exertions to inspire his troops with ardor; he 
urged them by every consideration of honor, of loyalty, and of safety, with 
one more simultaneous effort, to throw themselves amongst the enemy j 
and the impulse was perhaps such as to surpass his utmost expectations. 
Devoting themselves to death, and led on by the veterans of the field of 
Bedor, and many another hard contested field, the soldiers of Klialed were 
no longer resistible. The troo|Js of Mosseylemah turned their backs in 
dismay ; and Mohokkem u! Teffeil, who, notwithstanding former s^atemejits, 
appears to have still survived, observing the confusion to be irretrieveable, 
cried out to the disordered multilude5 “to make for the garden iiuli- 
camig the garden of the nterciful, or as it w'as subsequently denominated, 
the of (Icafli, under the walls of Yemauniah ; which had probably 

been fixed upon, as a place of retreat, in case of disaster. Tbo fiigiiives 
crouded round the person ofMosseylcinab, and with him, accordingl\ , made 
the best of their way to this garden, the gates of which tliey iiimiediately 
secured, and under cover of its walls, prepaivd to resist their fierce 
assailants. 

The Victors followed ill closcf and eager pursuit ; and Berrai the son of 
Malek, who had alternately rendered himself in this battle as conspicuous 
by the most degrading etiwardice, and the most flistinguished proofs of 
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gfallantiy, o iliing upon his nssociatea to throw him into the gardea ; they a. H. Xll, 
raised him to ihe parapet of the wait, from whence he cast himself into A. D. fiss. 
tlie inclcsure ; and by turthcr efp)rts of a courage amounting to dcspera- Rouzut 
tion, he so terrified that part of the enemy entrusted with the defence of visuffa, 
the gates, that the Mosslems succeeded in forcing them open. The con- 
flict was now renewed with undiminished fury and multiplied sjaughtef, 
Mohokkem ul Teffeil, to the last moment bravely animating his compan- 
ions to repel the assailants, here fell, transfixed by an arrow from the hand 
of Abdurraihman the son of Abfi Uukker; although his death is, by others,, 
ascribed to Elcrrai the son of Malek, w'ith wdiat degree of justice it would 
be immaterial to discuss. It will be more important and interesting to 
accompany Mosseylemah himself, as far as we are enabled to trace him, 
to the concluding scene of life and ambition. 

It becomes necessary to remark in this place, that llamzah the son of 
Ahdul Mfitlub, the much beloved uncle of MaliommeJ, and one of the 
most illustrious in the catalogue of the martyrs of his faith, was one of 
those who fell in (he fatal battle of Ohud :♦ and the person by whose hand 
he fell, is generally acknowledged to have been Wahashi or Wahausha.-f 
This man relates of himself, that some time subsequent to that event, he 
repaired to Medeinuli, was permitted to visit the prophet, and embraced 
the tenets of Isslam : but as his presence must have been extremely 
obnoxious, having embrued his hands in the blood of his dearest friend, 
he was seldom, if ever afterwards, permitted to share in his society, 
although suffered to live unmolested in the town. After the accession of 
Abfl Bukker, and at the period they were advancing towards Yemaumah, 
he armed himself with the same spear which had been fatal to the gallant 
llamzah, and joined the troops of Khaled. 

When Mosseylemah and his surviving followers, had been driven into 
the garden of death, Wahashi entered that scene of carnage, together 

♦ This battle, in which the prophet with seven hundred men, was defeated with consi-, 
derable loss, by AbA Si)ffeyan, and three thousand of ahe people of Mekkah, principally 
through the activity and intelligence of Kh&led, then an infidel, was fought near the hill of 
Ohud not far from iVledeinah, on the 15th of the month of Shavaul, in the third year of the 
Hidjera. It is well known that Hinda the wife of Aba Sofifeyan, and mother of Mauweiah, 
is stated, with savage ferocity to have devoured the heart of Hamzah, the martyr aUuded 
to in die te.xt. 


t An Ethiopian or Abyssinian slave. 
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A. H. xn. with the aasflilnnts ; and observing him, Word in bond, bravely cheering 
and animating the exertions of his adherents to maintain the conflict, he 
Ronzut immediately singled him out, and advanced to attack him. Mosseylemah, 

r.Hsutta. nothing dismayed, flew to anticipate tlie attack, when, at the same 

instant, l^hen Aumar the Ansaur, assailing him from the other side, clove 
his head, just as the spear of Wahashi transpierced his groin, or the part 
adjacent ; so that betwixt these two, it was impossible to determine which 
it was that gave the mortal blow. Hut in one respeetj at all events, 
Wahashi did not tail to congratulate himselF. Considering, that in the period 
of reprobation and unbelief, it had been his misfortune to destroy the noblest 
of men, next to his prophet; it was, as he said, some consolation to reflect, 
that under the purer influence of the true religion, it had fallen to his 
lot, with the self same weapon to hear so conspicuous a part in ridding the 
world of its vilest inhabitant, in the false and wicked Mosseylemah. 

By the fate of their leader, were extingiiislicd the remaining hopes of 
his party ; resistance was at an end, and tlndr last efforts were now directed 
to break down the walls of the garden, through the breaches in which 
they ruslied in crouds, to make their escape. They were, however, 
slaughtered in heaps ; to the number of siwen thousand, being stated to 
have fallen within, and an equal number without the garden, 'fhe victory 
was purchased, notwithstanding, with severe and heavy loss on ihe part of 
the Mosslems ; no less than three hundred and fifty of the coc xiles and 
uuxiiiaries of the prophet being included in the total of twelve hundred, 
which was the amount of the slain on the part of the victors. So many, 
indeed, of the depositaries and reciters of the precepts and revelations 
derived from the mouth of their prophet, are said to have been cut off on 
this fatal occasion, that Abfl Biikkor, apprized of these numerous casualties, 
and apprehensive that tin: genuine doctrines of the rt ligioii he professed, 
wore otherwise in daiiL^cr of In iiig gradually coirupted, if not intircly obli- 
terated from the nn mory of man, immediately gave oiders to ecdlect and 
arrange them in the foiin, in which they aie at this time exhibited in the 
Koiuri. 

In secure possession of his hard earned victory, Khaled became desirous 
of identifying ilu‘ body of iNlosseyleniah ; and for this purpose, attended by 
the captive he traversed those spots which the batth* had covered 

with heaps ot slaughter. In the course of this disgusting survey, perceiving 
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a mangled corse, which, from its extraordinaiy stature, and fine proportions, a. H. XIT# 
he conceived to be that of which he was in search ; and he, accordingly, A* D. 6sSi 
demanded of his attendant, if this was not the body of his chief. Miljaia ""rouzuT* 
observed, that he was mistaken ; it was that of Mohokkem ul Tefreil, a uNttifl. 
person, as he said^ far more deserving of esteem. At last they discovered 
one which was no otherwise remarkable, than from its meagre form, and 
sallow complexion, but which Miljaia immediately recognized to be the 
body of that man, whose existence, he now pronounced, to have been 
productive of such fatal mischiefs to himself and to others. Struck with 
the diminutive and insignificant appearance of the body, Khiled, with a 
mixture of scorn and indignation, abruptly exclaimed, what a wretched 
** people they must be, who could abandon the sublime truths of Issl&m, 

“ and devote themselves to destruction, from an attachment toso contempti- 
hie a creature, as these feeble remains appeared to indicate.” And yet, 
it is to be undei stood from a preceding part of this narrative, that Mossey- 
lemnh, when living, was as iiiu(‘h distinguished for the elegance of his 
person, as for every other accomplishment of body and mind. 

The invention of Mhjaia was employed the while, in devising some 
plan to rescue the survivors of his slaughtered countrymen from total 
extirpation ; and he began by insinuating to Khaled, that the people whom 
with s(^ much difficulty he had defeated, were, however, only such as a 
rash and unruly spirit had precipitated to their ruin : but, that the fortifi- 
cations wdiich lay before him, were still overflowing with the best and 
bravtst warriors of the Beiini Flaneifah, with whom, he therefore recom- 
mended an immediate negociation. Leaving these reflections to operate 
on the mind of Khaled, he found means, by a private message, to commu- 
nicate with the inhabitants of Yemaumah, whom he instructed to arm 
th( ir women with helmets and coats of mail, and to distribute them, thus 
disguised, with swords drawn, round the diiferent towers of the place. 

iVreeiving the ramparts of the town thus glittering with arms, the 
resolution of Khaled appears for'once to have forsaken him. He proba- 
bly began to imagine, that the assault of a place so numerously defended, 
and by a description oJ men, of whose valor he had recently experieiieed 
such convincing proofs, might become an enterprise of some hazard ; and 
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$4 H. XII. he therefore conceived the recommendation of the Bjrtful at least. 

4k* D. 635. worth the experiment. He, accordingly, authorized him to propose to the^ 
Rouzut ^ garrison, the terms on which they might be allowed to capitulate. Upon 
lUiuffA. this, Miijaia announced, that he was already sufficiently apprized of the- 
state and determination of the town, to declare on what grounds those 
proposals would be accepted of; he would, therefore, undertake to say, 
that the citizens of Yetnaumah were ready to place at his disposal, on 
condition of further indemnity, one third of their cattle ; one half of their 
slaves ; and the whole of their gold and silver. 

Khkled having signified his assent to these preliminaries, M^ijaia 
approached that part of the town where the walls appeared loftiest ; and 
observing one of the women, in loud and bitter terms deploring her losses 
ill the late fatal battle, he made himself known ; and having first caiiti(»ned 
her to suppress her lamentations, he desired that they would keep up as 
imposing an appearance as possible, until the treaty was concluded, which, 
in their favor, he was mediating with their enemies. He then returned to 
Khdled, and acquainted him, as the result of his communication with the 
town, that excepting in one article, to which they demurred, the inhabi- 
tants were willing to accede to his terms ; that if, instead of one half, he 
would be satisfied with one fourth of the slaves, they were ready to close 
with him : otherwise the treaty was to be considered at an end. With 
an unaccountable credulity, Khaled was prevailed upon to sanction the 
treaty with these terms; and when the gates were thrown open to him, 
he had no difficulty in discerning the grossness of the deception, which 
had been thus put in practice upon him; but, with a generosity, of which, he 
wasm>t frequently guilty, be suflfered his resentment to be appeased, when 
Mfijaia pleaded in apology, that finding himself bereft of so gieat a major- 
ity of his hapless countrymen, he had recourse to this piece of deceit, as 
the only expedient which he could contrive, to rescue the .remainder from 
the remorseless fury of the sword. 

In the calm which immediate!)! succeeded to the surrender of Yemau- 
mah, Khdled, without appearing at all to be affected by the scenes of 
b.lood which presented themselves on every side, recurred to the indul- 
gence of his appetites; and with as little ceremony, as feeling, or reflec- 
tion, demanded of MDijaia, that he should give him his daughter in 
marriage. The Yemaumite endeavoured at first to elude the request, 



by deliwating the extreme indecency of insiilting the memeiy of to mtny A. H. Xfli 
slaughtered victims to the demon of fanaticism and revenge, by intro- 
ducing the sounds of festivity and mirth, before the bodies were yet cold. 

But this was an aigument which bore but little weight with the iron vmM. 
hearted Kh&led ; any more than the sum of one million of dirhems* 
then considered ati enormous dower, which was fixed by Mfijaia, as the 
price of his daughter’s hand, and v/hich was paid on the spot, and the 
marriage consummated without further delay. 

This disregard of appearances, together with some instances of prefer- 
ence to the relatives of his bride, with which Khaled, in the delirium of 
nuptial festivity, dared to mortify the haughty spirit of the coexiles and 
aiixilaries of the prophet, who composed the flower of his army, determined 
the latter to make his conduct, once more, the subject of a complaint to 
Abii Bukker. In the letter, which Hussaun the son of Thaubut, was 
chosen to dictate in their behalf on this occasion, he is made to demand 
of theKhalif, whether, as the sucrcessor of tlieir prophet, he could, under any 
circumstances, undertake to warrant that total disregard of decency, with 
which they were perpetually insulted, in the demeanor of the man whom 
he had chosen to command them ; of that Khaled, who, whilst the earth 
was still reeking with the blood of so many martyrs to the cause of truth, 
while the scattered limbs of his gallant associates lay yet unburied over 
the adjoining plains, was not ashamed to r^el on the silken couch of lux- 
ury and wedlock ; of that Khaled, whom, of all others, it behoved to 
remember, that, though the blood of but a single individual of the worship- 
ers of the true God had been shed by the Benni Haneifah, it should have 
operated as an insurmountable bar to his forming any sort of connection, 

■much less that of marriage with them. This was, however, not all: in the 
pi eference with which he thought proper to distinguish the relatives of his 
wife, it appeared a matter of constraint, if, at any time, he condescended 
to notice the salute of those who had fully participated with him in the 

* At iive-penoe half-penny the dirhem, equivalent to about .£23,000. Accord! ag to Mr. 
ftichardson, twenty to twenty-five dirhems, have, at <6fferent periods, been reckoned to a 
dinaui-, according to him, equal to about nine shillings. The precise relative value of this 
species of money, I have not, however, been able to ascertain with any exactness. The dir- 
hem, or dirreni, may be Considered the drachma, as the dlnaur was probably the denarius 

the ancients, wkh some vsiiatlon in the relative value, 

H9 
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A. H. Xll. dangers and glory of the field of battle. However, if he, whom they had 
A. D. 6'S3. been ever taught to distinguish by the name of most faithful, thought fit 
"""rouziu*" to sanction such proceedings, they had no alternative but submission ; his 
ussuffA. will should ever be theirs. And they should with the respect which 
became them, expect his orders. But it was full time to awaken Khaled 
from that dream of indifference, and neglect of all propriety, into which he 
fallen. 

These breaches of decorum on the part of Khaled occasioned nosmaH 
disquietude in the mind of Abft Bukker, who did not fail to communicate 
the displeasure he felt on the occasion, to his friend Omar, by whom he 
was again urged with renewed importunity, to depose him from his com- 
mand. But the value of KhMed’s services was too generally acknowledged* 
to admit of his being discarded upon a mere question of disgust. And he, 
therefore, determined to proceed no further, than to signify by letter, the 
indignation which he was constrained to feel at these repeated instances 
of misgoverned passion, by which he was perpetually giving offence to 
his associates. That the indulgence of his sensual propensities, seemed 
to have completely cast a veil betwixt him and every sentiment of discre- 
tion and decorum; which could alone account for the inconsistency of liis 
behaviour, at a period when the whole Mahommedan romrniinrlY, himself 
excepted, were absorbed in grief and sorrow, for the loss of so many of its 
bravest supporters, in the late battle. And that, for his own part, he should 
not forbear pronouncing his bitter execratn)ns up«»n him, for these odious 
and disgraceful proceedings ; by which, in addition to the foul stain 
incurred by the uusanctioiied murder of the sou of Nowairah, he had 
accumulated such a load of shame and dishonor upon his tribe. 

Nevertheless, when the letter reached Khaled, and the contents wore 
unfolded to him, he affected to treat it with extreme derision, declaring, 
that Abh Bukker had neither knowledge nor concern in the matter, and 
that it was the entire effusion of Omar’s malice. In the mean time, the 
trophies of his victory were transmitted to Medeinah ; and among others, 
a female captive, of the name of ilaneifah, whom the Khalif consigned to 
• jhe share of Ally ; but whose name would have been scarcely worth the 

record, had she not subsequently become the mother ofMahommed Han- 
eifah, the founder oAliat, which is, by many, reputed the most orthodox 
of the four great sects of the Mahommedan profession of faith. 
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A short time subsequent to the reduction ofTemaiimah, Kh4led was A. H.Xll, 
directed to conduct the troops of his commaod into Arabian Ir&k, and the A. D. 633. 
territory stretching towards the lower tigris. And in that quarter he was, Rouzut 
accordingly, employed in extending the dominion of the Kor^n, by the uasuffS. 
most rapid and splendid successes, when suddenly recalled by another 
mandate from AbA Bukker, to take charge of the expedition which was 
proceeding towards Damascus. Extremely mortified at an arrangement, 
which seemed designed for the sole purpose of checking him in his career 
of glory, K haled ascribed this also, to the ever wakeful jealousy of Omar, 
who could not, as he said, brook the idea, that the metropolis of the 
Persian monarchy should be subjugated by his means. Yet, he determined 
to make a merit of his obedience to the orders of his sovereign, and though 
the inestimable spoils of Medaein* had been already devoured in his ima- 
gination, he consented to consign them to the fortunes of another, and 
bent his march for Syria ; where his vietories contributed to render him as 
memorable, as his attention to tlie welfare of the just and good, appears to 
have entitled him in tins place to the favorable record of history. 

After slightly touching on subordinate events, the narrative conveys us ^ 
at length to the termination of this reign. In the fourth month of the Jummaudi 
third year of his government, the meek and virtuous Abu Bukker, was the 2d, 
scizcil with a fit of illness ; in the progress of which, perceiving that recovery 
was iiopeless, he undertook to exercise a prerogative, of which, with all 
the advantages to be derived from a character so sacred, his prophetic or August, 
master, scrupled to avail himself; that of appointing a successor. How- 
ever, in tracing the steps which the dying Khiilif pursued in the accom- 
plishment of this object, wo shall perhaps be excused, if, from the 
hisionan’s usual exuberant variety, we endeavour to select that statement, 
whi<*h 111 his own opinion, appears to bear the fairest marks of authenticity. 

Having, in the first place, pretty clearly indicated the person on whom 
his choice would fail, by diiectiiig Omar to discharge the duties of the 
Imtiumut,f he sent, when his disorder had reached its crisis, for Othman 
the son of OufTan, to whom, in the form of a will, he proceeded to dictate 
as follows ; Khalci/hh af/er Abd Bukker,*' but here either fainting away, 
or his resolution failing him, Othman, of himself, after a considerable pause, 
inserted the words, Ac Omar” Abfi Bukker, recovering himself, asked for 

* Ctesiphon. f The Sacerdotal duties. 
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A« H. Xlir. the paper, and observing the name which had been inserted, he demanded 
A. D. 6*34. by whom, and Othman acknowledging what he had done, the Khaltf 
^Rouzut testified his approbation ; adding, that, for his part, he should have been 
ucsuffA. equally satisfied, if, instead of Omar’s name, he had even substituted his 
own. Ally, who, with many more of the chiefs of his court, was present 
on the occasion, here interposed, affirming, that he should acknowledge no 
other Khalif than Omar. On wiiich, Abh Bukker, apparently surprised 
at this fresh instance of self denial in the son of Abhtauleb, lavished upon 
him, every expression of applause and benediction ; confessing that he was 
indeed a prince in the most exalted sense of the word, whilst they were 
the. mere agents of his power. And, in the high flown strain of the orien- 
tals, that, as far as the twinkling lustre of the stars in the firmament was 
eclipsed by the transcending radiance of the full moon, so far were their 
feeble pretensions obscured by the hrighlor splendor of his virtues. After 
ail this, he proceeded, notwithstaridmir, to declare that he had appointed 
Omar to be the prophet’s successor, and their s(»vereign, from a sincere 
conviction of the advantages, both civil and religious, to be de rived to the 
state, from the eminent skill and ability with which he was so peculiarly 
qualified to govern. 

Previous to this public promulgation of his will, the chiefs who were 
assembled round his pillow, had most of them entertained an opinion, that 
AbA Bukker was disposed to bequeath the .succession in favor of relhah, 
from a consideration of consanguinity, although to the prejudice and exclusion 
of his own sons. And Telhah is, himself, said to have indulged such an 
expectation. Under this impression of disappointment, it is not to be 
wondered at, that he should have united with those who now strenuousl}^ 
disapproved of the nomination of Omar, and in the most forcible language, 
called upon Ahd Bukker, as he held himself responsible to that being who 
is above all sovereigns, for the condition in which he left the people 
entrusted to his government, to reconsider his arrangement. 

Here again, we find Ally interposing for a second time, and declaring 
to Telhah, his fixed determination to submit to none but Omar, than 
whom, at the present crisis, he considered no other competent to the ardu- 
ous task of government. He further assured Ahh Bukker, that his arrange- 
ment of the succession was perfectly satisfactory ; that he should ever 
bear witness to the benevolent solicitude evinced in his whole conduct, 
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f6r the .welfare of - his subjects ; and he trusted, he should filially teceive A.H.X1I1. 
from the justice of a righteous creator, the glorious reward of his virtues. A. D. 694 . 
Thus did Ally, by a virtual abdication of his claims, and an express ""Rouzut 
acknowledgement of those of his rival, furairii a sufficient refutation to uisufifS. 
any arguments, which at a futiire period might be resorted to, in support 
of his pretensions ; at least so far as they could be uigetl in prejudice to 
the succession of Omar. 

The chiefs had now retired, and Ayaishab, the prophet’s widow, enter- 
ing from behind the hangings which separated the apartment, had 
composed her father to rest, when he was again disturbed by the violent 
clamor at his door. One of her brothers was desired to acquaint himself 
with the cause, and the dying prince was informed, that the friends and 
companions of Mahommed requested an interview. On their admission, 
they assigned as a reason for this intrusion, the intelligence which Was 
gone abroad, of his having made a disposition of the government in ffivor 
of Omar ; a man whom they ventured to pronounce, from the austerity 
of his temper, and the harshness of his manners, totally unfit for the charge. 

They, therefore, demanded of Abh Bukker, with this conviction on his 
mind, what sort of reply he could presume to make, when the supreme 
judge of the universe should require his reasons tor this last act of his life. 

Ayaishah, from whose relation these facts were derived, proceeds ^ to 
state, that her father, upon a remonstrance so little ceremonious, could 
not contain himself from exhibiting the strongest marks of indignation ; 
but when his anger had been in some measure appeased, be observed to 
his visitors, that since they had thought fit to threaten him with the strict- 
ness of that account, which he would be called upon to render to his 
creator, he could venture to assure them, that he was not unprepared to 
meet the inquiry ; for he could, with a peaceful conscience aver, that the 
person whom he had chosen to guard the welfare of his people, when he 
was no more, was a man, in whose breast* Che will of his maker would ever 
prevail over the capricious fancies of mortality ; and in whose mind the 
meaner gratifications af self, would always give way to the interests and 
happiness of those consigned to his care. In short, Abfi Bukker expatiated 
so persuasively, and in the sequel, with a conviction so irresistible, on the 
numerous exeelltMH*ies of (Jmai^s character, that he finally extorted from 
the intruders, the warmest expressious of veneration and grautude, for his 
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A. H. XIII. unceasing attention to their welfare; for that discernment, which to 
A. D. 634. the last, he had displayed, in consigning them to the governance of such 
llouzut transcendent merit ; and expressing, as they took their leave, their intire 
ussufla. assent to the choice which he had made of a successor. From all which, we 
might be disposed to conceive that the eloquence of Abh Bukker was of 
a nature so powerful, as to extinguish the most hery resolutions and ani- 
mosities ; and to transfuse into the hearts of his auditors in their stead, the 
most favorable impressions of that measure, which he was determined to 
prefer. 

Having dismissed his visitors, Abh Bukker now sent for Omar, and 
apprized him of the disposition which he had made in his favor, it should 
have been previously noticed, that when the matter was first proposed to 
him, Omar had aflecteda total indiflercnce for sovereign power, professing 
that the Khelaufut never was within the scope of his wishes: but Abft 
Bukker, insisting that there needed tlic super! utendnnee of his firm and 
inflexible spirit, to give stability and lustre to the throne, he protended to 
yield a reluctant assent. And his friend proceeding to furnish him with 
such instructions, as he conceived best calculated for the regulation of his 
conduct, with an assurance, that according to the degree of fidelity, with 
which he adhered to them, would he the fortitude with which he would 
be able to encounter the terrors of death and dissolution, he formally 
accepted of the solemn trust; and promised, by the most scrupulous obser- 
vance to attest his faithful regard for the precepts of his venerable admoni- 
tor, which should, as he said, be forever engraven on Ins heart. 

After thus providing to the best of his judgment, for the prosperity and 
repose of his government, Abh Bukker devoted the fleeting remains of life, 
to considerations (jf a more domestic nature. Meek and modest, pious and 
humble beyond his contemporaries, the first of the successors of M.ilioiu- 
mod, in Ins vest of woollen, a pattern of simplicity and frugality lo the 
people wlioni he governed, had but few private arrangements to embarrass 
his last moments. He only requested, that his daughter Ayaisliah, would 
be responsible for the payment of the very trifling debt of a few diriiems, 
wliu h In- expressed his anxiety todischar«r. fie then desired, that when 
the awful event should have taken place, from which no created being was 
exempted. Ins body should bo conveyed to the entrance of the prophet’s 
sepulchre, where it should be announced tljat Abu Bukker was at the gate. 
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' ftfter which it would be his further object to hasten to the support of 
Amrdi, in conjunction with whom, there would be ample means of prose- 
tuting the designs upon Palestine, with every prospect of success. 

In concurrence with his own proposal, Kh41ed, with five thousand horse* 
was accordingly detached towards Baalbec ; which, by the way, from its 
position on the map, would seem rather to indicate that, oil this occasion, 
AmrO was proceeding towards the northern extremity of the coast of Phoeni- 
cia, rather than the river Jordan ; unless, indeed, the apprehension originated 
with Abd Obaidah ; in which case it was extremel^f natural to delay the march 
of Amrh, until the danger which menaced in front, was removed. But it is 
to be understood once for all, that he who travels through the mazes of 
oriental history with a map in his hand, must expect to find his progress 
retarded at every stage, by those difficulties and incongruities which 
unavoidably occur, from the very vagpe and imperfect notions, in point of 
geography, by which it is in general pervaded. 

On his arrival in the neighbourhood of Baalbec, Kbaled found that the 
enemy were by no means disposed to decline an action. He attacked and 
defeated them, however, after an obstinate resistance ; compelling those 
who escaped the fury of the sword, either to screen themselves within the 
walls of the town, or to urge their flight to a greater distance from the field 
of battle. Having apprized AbA Obaidah of his success, he W'as by that 
general called upon to fulfil that part of his engagement which it yet 
remained to execute ; and he accordingly proceeded, without further delay, 
to join the camp of Amrfi ; while the officers of Heraclins, alarmed at this 
augmentation of strength on the part ot the Mosslems, thought it advisa- 
ble to remove to some more advantageous position, covered by the 
fortifications of Kehel or Kobe), near which they now encamped. Soon 
afterwards, Abu Obaidah repaired to join the troops now united under 
Khaled and Amrj]i. 

The Greeks of Palestine receiving information of the presence of Abft 
Obaidah, undertook to advise him by letter, if he had any regard for the 
preservation of his troops, to withdraw before it was too late ; and before 
that force was finally put in motion, which was destined to act against him. 
If this was intended to intimidate, the attempt appears to have recoiled 
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A. H. XIV. upon themselves. The answer which they drew from the firm and resolute 
A* D. 655. spirit of Ab6 Obaidah, awakened less arrogant conceptions ; and the next 
Bouzut message they transmitted to the Maliommednn chief, was accompanied 
lissufta. vvith a request, that he would depute some one of his officers to explain to 
them the object of those hostilities, by which, in different directions, they 
had been so repeatedly assailed. 

In compliance with this request, Meyauz the son of Jebbel was selected 
to explain to the chnstians, the terms on which they might purchase fur> 
bearance on the part of their invaders. In order to convey the more 
formidable impression of those whom he was deputed to represent, this 
person armed himself in a suit of mail of extraordinary dimensions ; and 
Ihrowiiig over it a vest of yellow silk, with a crimson turban on his head, 
he departed, thus equipped, on horseback, alone and unattended, for the 
encampment of the enemy. On reaching the place of conference, he 
dismounted, and taking his horse by the bridle, directed his steps towards 
the Batarkas,* or principal officers of the Greeks, whom he saw assembled 
for his reception : one of the attendants was ordered to take charge of his 
horse, a service which he thought proper to decline, dryly observing, that 
no one was better qualified to take care of /tis horse than himself. When 
he drew near to the assembly, his attention was attracted hy the magnifi- 
cence with which the persons who composed it were apparelled ; and no 
less by the beauty of the couches and cushions on which they reclined, 
wliich were covered with the richest stuffs, of the most delicate variety of 
colours. An interpreter explained to him, that the assembly consisted of 
the most eminent men of the country, many of them members of the 
court of Heraclius, and that he was expected to take his seat among thi m. 
They now ofiered, once more, to take charge of his horse, but tbis he 
persisted in declining ; at the saipe time expressing a repugnance to seat 
himself in the midst of a circle so brilliantly arrayed, as the affiair in which 
he was employed, could be dispatched as well standing as siting. It being 
however further explained to him, that there would be the most flagrant 
breach of decorum, if he proceeded to discuss the business of the confer- 
ence in the way he proposed, he pretended on a sudden to recollect, that 
his prophet had, indeed, forbidden his followers to hold converse Branding 
with any mortal, neither should be degrade himself hy neglecting to observe 
the rule oa the present occasion. But continuing to feel the same 

* Patriarchs, 
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aversion towards seating himself on the gorgeous earpet, on which they A.H.XIV,* 
had placed themselves, he lifted up the corner of it, and seated himself on -A*!).’ 655. 
the bare floor. The interpreter again proceeded to explain to him, that the ReJuzut 
assembly, already apprized of the rigid scruples on which he regulated his unuffli^ 
plan of life, were disposed to make him every concession on these points ; 
and to treat him, at the same time, with every mark of respect in their 
power : yet, they could not forbear to recommend, that, for the 
present, he would consent to discard the rustic habits to which he had 
been accustomed in the camp of Abh Obaidah, where the posture which he 
spemed to prefer, was perhaps conformable to the general usage. To this, 

Meyaiiz replied, that as a slave of the most high, he should never allow 
himself to consider it any sort of degradation, to make use of that carpet 
which /lis hand had spread for all creatures. 

In short, afte r refusing to subsea ihe to any of those compliments with 
which they attempted to flatter him ; and insisting that, so far from being 
wliiit they chose to consider linn, the noblest, he ivas the meanest of his 
conn try men, the business of the conference was at last entered upon ; and 
they proc(*eded to demand from him the nature of those proposals, which 
he was authorized to crimmunicate. Without much preface or ceremony, 
he announced, that they wore in the first place summoned to embrace 
the tenets of the Koran.; to believe in the divine mission of the prophet 
of Isslam ; to observe his precepts with respect to prayer and fasting; 
and to ahstain from the use of pork and wine, and other articles interdicted 
to. the disciples of Mahommed. If they declined Issidm, and chose to 
abide in the errors of ihehr ancestors, the payment of a stipulated tribute • 
would secure to them that indulgence ; but if they acceded to neither of 
these conditions, the sicvrd must dcci<le all differences between them. 

Finding that little was to be expected from the moderation of the Arabs, 
the officers of Heraclius confessed, that, as far as they could at present 
perceive, the terms on which they were authorized to treat, and what he 
had just explained, would never be brought to coincide; and yet they 
alleged there was one expedient still left to reconcile their differences ; 
which, if he was in a disposition to attend to, they would state for his con- 
Hidcration. The district of Baika, they proceeded to remark, was, as he knew, 
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A.H. XIV. already subdued by the Mahommedan armies ; and of this, with all its 
A. D. 635. dependencies, they signified they were prepared to make a formal cession 
'^Rouzut perpetuity ; provided the Mosslems would engage to withdraw fiom 
ussuft’4. the remainder of the Syrian territory. If these stipulations were agreed to, 
they were, moreover, prepared to enter into an immediate engagement, to 
unite with the Mosslems in a war against the Persian monarchy. On this 
Meyauz observed, tliat the district of which they spoke, being, with many 
more which they did not seem disposed to mention, alreadjj passed, irre- 
vocably, into the hands of the Arabs, was, therefore, intirely out of the 
question. But to cut short the discussion, he could further inform them, 
that so far from receding a single step, it was the resolution of his country- 
men never to lay down their arms, while a single town or district in Syria 
continued to acknowledge the authority of their enemies. This brouglit 
the conference to a termination ; and the parties separating with expressions 
of mutual disgust and hostility, Meyauz returned to Abh Obaidah, and 
reported the result of this fruitless attf>mpt to accommodate a dispute, 
which ferocious ambition and rapacity on one side, and obvious imbecility 
on the other rendered, perhaps, impossible to reconcile. 

The failure of another attempt to neguciate with Abh Obaidah, was 
nevertheless experienced by the generals of lleraclius before they felt 
themselves constrained to resign their cause to the decision of the sword. 
But having formed this resolution, they advanced, and boldly attacked the 
Mosslems on the right, left, and centre, commanded by Vezeid, Sherjebcil, 
and«>Kh4led, respectively, and were, with their usual adverse fortune, 
repulsed on every side. They returned to the charge, notwithstanding, 
with additional resolution and fury ; but meeting with a resistance 
equally firm and impenetrable, they wore now assailed in turn by K haled 
and flaushem the son of Autbali, the nephew of Saud-e-Wekkauss, by 
whom they were compelled to resume their line of battle. However, the 
fortune of the day was not yet determined, A third time the Greeks, 
having poisoned their arrows, advanced with deliberate and silent steps, to 
make their last effort to disorder the ranks of the Mosslems; but the 
invincible Khuled again interposed his presence and example to elude the 
threatened blow. After a short exhortation to animate them in the per- 
formance of their duty, he called upon his soldiers to fix their attention 
intirely upon his person ; and when they should hear him utter the 
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tekbeir,* it was the signal to follow him, and urge their United course a.H.XIV. 
against the enemy’s legions. He then paused in silence to watch the A.D.695. 
decisive opportunity ; after which, advancing bare headed in front of his troops, Bouzva 

he cried, with a loud voice, Allah liU akbar, God he is greats and rushed ussuffS. 
immediately forward, followed by his whole division, uttering a shout so 
tremendous, that the affrighted Greeks were thrown into instant confusion ; 
from which, the Mosslerns breaking in among them at the same time, it 
became impossible to recover. The defeat was attended with considerable 
slaughter. They left eleven thousand dead on the field of battle. The 
rest fled in part towards Amioch, or at any rate into those districts of the 
Syrian territory, not yet occupied by the Arabs ; and others of the fugi- 
tives threw themselves into the fortress of Kohel, which lay somewhere 
in the vicinity. On this occasion, from the acknowledgement of their 
own writers, the disparity, on the side of the Mosslerns was not so consi- 
derable, as that with which they are generally represented to have 
contended with their adversaries ; the force of the latter, being in this 
battle limited to sixty thousand, and that of the Mosslerns consisting of 
not less than seven and thirty thousand men. It is, however, not to 
escape our recollection, whether in this, or any other occasion, that, with 
respect to numbers on either ^ide, the calculations of the orientals are not 
to be admitted without ample allowance for exaggeration. But it may be 
safely allowed, that the victory of Kohel, although there may be some 
difficulty in ascertviiiiing the spot on which it was achieved, contributed to 
extend, in a very alarming degree, the terror already excited by the unin- 
terrupted career of success, with which it appears the Mahommedan 
armies were at this period, pressing onwards in every direction, from their 
native deserts. 

The inhabitants of flamess,t in addition to the dangers with which they 
were more immediately threatened, had been most seriously alarmed by 
the reduction of Medaeiii.J the metropolis of the Khossmus, which had • 
been taken possession of by Saud-e-Wekkauss, some time previous to the 
period under ronsiderarion. They were, therefore, aroused to the neces- 
sity of making the most speedy and active preparations for defence ; and for 
further security, solicited and obtained from Heraclius, if that had been of 

* Alla hft akbar. t f^mesa. 

i CiesiphoD, generally so called by the Persians ; sometimes Ktcislhn. 
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A.H.XIV, any avail, the assistance of a very powerful reinforcement; although, aa 
A. D. 635. may have been not unfrequcntly observed, where providence has already 
Houzut determined the fall of empiric, these very measures of precaution appear 

lusufta. to have accelerated the decision of their fate. Abh Obaidah, with his 

usual circumspection, had conveyed to his sovereign early intelligence of 
the force which was collecting for the defence of Eiamess; and he received 
in consequence orders from Omar, to proceed without delay, and form the 
siege of that place. He accordingly marched directly to Harness, and 
invested it so closely on every side, as to cut off from it every possibility 
of fnrthersupply ; not improbably, before the means of subsisting its numer- 
ous garrison bad been sufficiently provided, 'rheapprebeiisionsof iiiiniediate 
scarcity and famine rendered an efft»rt to open a conimuincHt'on with the 
country iiid.speiisabte ; and a vigoioiis sally vv.is accordingly det' rmin(?ci on, 
and carried into iininediate execution Hut the vigilance of Abu Obdubib, and 
the courage of Khaled, ever fortniiost to tbceallo! danger, ami not iinw‘»rlhily 
supported by the gallant Yezeid, presontt d every witore an insuruioiiutablc 
barrier to their exertions. The troojis of the gionson wc^re repulsed with 
slaughter, and driven back into the t(*wn, to f‘n(;()unter, under all the dis- 
couragements of defeat, the distresses of hunger and deprivation in every 
shape. It W'ould, however, appear, lhai before these distresses could have 
made any considerable progress in the town, the inhabitants became sO 
dismayed by surrounding dangers, that the honors of a protracted defence 
were foregone, to secure the probable attainment of favorable terms, by 
an early submission. With this object, they sent out proposals to Abu 
Obaidah, who readily admitted them to a capitulation, on the payment of 
a stipulated ransom ; and the place was accoidingly surrendered to him, 
without further resistance : the fifth part of the ransom, being on this 
and every other occasion, remitted to the treasury of the Khalifa at 
Medeinuli, and the residue distributed on the spot among the captors. 

The troops of AbDi Obaidah were at this period dispersed over the 
country, to expedite the schemes of conversion, oi* of devastation and 
death ; and he was, from a prudent precaution, directed, on the reduction 
and of Harness, to concentrate his force as much as possible at that place, 
and there to remain for further instructions. He accordingly established his 
quarters within the walls of the town, while his scattered detachments 
repaired to join him from all parts of Syria. 
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On the apparently premature captu^re of Harness, the emperor Heraclius A.H.XIV. 
began to feel himself straitened, even witiiin the extensive ramparts of A.D.635. 
Antioch. And on this occasion, the Arabian writers have undertaken to Rouzut 
furnish posterity with a report of the bitter expostulations with his courtiers, ussuffilt. 
to which, in the mingled emotions of grief, disappointment, and rage, he 
now gave a loose. He demanded of his Batarkas,* if the Arabs were not 
men like themselves, with the difference only, that in number and personal 
strength they were greatly inferior .> to what fatality was he then to ascribe 
the disgraceful issue of every combat in which bis troops had been opposed, 
to them ; and the strange apathy with which his officers seemed disposed 
to abandon to them, those fair domains which, by every motive of interest 
and honor, they were engaged to defend. One of the courtiers, equally 
rcpectable by his advanced age and superior wisdom, ventured to tell his 
sovereign, that, if indulged with permission, he could easily trace the 
source of all the misfortunes, by which the empire had been recently 
assailed. The victories of the Arabs were to be ascribed, solely, to the 
perfection of those institutes, and of that religion, by which they were 
equ.illy restrained from evil, and stimulated to the performance of every 
virtue ; from which alone, and from no other circumstance, they derived 
those irresistible energies, which, as men and as soldiers, gave them 
hitherto, a decided superiority over all that had been employed against 
them. A superiority, which they would assuredly retain so long as the 
contamination of vice and luxury continued to debase the morals, and 
debilitate the exertions of their adversaries. 

This plain language of his venerable admonltor seems to have made a 
sensible impression on the mind of the emperor ; he confessed with sorrow, 
that of all his numerous advisers, this old man alone had retained sufficient 
integrity to disclose the sentiments of truth ; of which he felt so powerful 
a conviction, that he could no longer hesitate in what manner he was to 
dispose of himself; neither should he furnish such an example of folly and 
imbecility, as to expose his person any longer amongst a people so degen* 
crate. His resolution, therefore, was to remove to that part of his remain- 
ing dominions, where the progress of vice and corruption had not yet 

* It is scarcely necessary to repeat, that Batarka and Essakefa, patriarchs and bishops, 
were the u'^uai s^pellatif>ns by which ths orisatsb cboss to designate the priodpal officeis 
and courtiers of the Greek empire. 



73 


A.H. XlV. totally destroyed the foundations of private and public virtue. The same 
A, ]). 6'35. sage adiiioiiitor here again interposed, to observe, that partial discomfitures^ 
ltou 2 ut however disastrous, ought not yet, to compel him, to abandon forever a 
ussuffa. province so glorious as that of Syria, at least without trying the result of 
another conflict. Ue should, therefore, propose a nobler alternative ; 
which was, that those numerous legions who had so long subsisted on his 
bounty, and who were now scattered in idle parade over the surface of his 
extensive dominions, should be assembled without loss of time, to oppose 
the further progress of these formidable invaders. If the result was fortu- 
nate, all comment was unnecessary : and if the reverse, he would then be 
justified before the world, in making a sacrifice of the country to the cruel 
vicissitudes of war. This more generous resolution prevailed with Caesar; 
at any rate in concurrence with such a plan, dispatches were transmitted in 
all directions, to summon the troops t>f the empire to join the standard of 
lieraclius ; and it would appear that such a multitude of armed men were 
accordingly brought together under the walls of Antioch, as were sufli(;ient 
in point of number at least, to have expiated the atrocities of the Moss- 
lems in their own blood, if, by the decrees of an inscrutable providence, it 
had not been otherwise ordained. 

For the chief command of this assembled force, Heraclius selected from 
among his generals, Bahan, (into which the orientals have probably converted 
the name of Manuel) to whose reputed superior courage and skill, he 
conceived he might now venture to coulide his interests in Syria. Three 
separate "bodies, each one hundred thousand strong, were, at the same 
’ time, held in readiness to advance to his support; comprising altogether, if 
these writers are entitled to belief, with those already unrler the immediate 
command of this general, the formidable total of four hundred thousand 
men. 

Such preparations could not, however, escape the knowledge of 
Abu Obaidah, in whom they might be reasonably expected to excite 
some degree of anxiety. It became therefore the subject of an early 
deliberation with bis principal officers, whether it would be advisable to 
expect the approaching storm at Ilauicss ; or to reliie without further 
delay towards Damascus. On this occasion, Yezeid the son of Abfi 
Soffoyan, wdiose character, amidst the rage of party, appears to have 
acquired universal respect, proposed, that after securing their families and 



land besought p'erDaission to be laid by the side of his master ; he added at 
the same time, that if the request was favorably received, the gates of the 
sepulchre would be thrown spontaneously open. 

He expired shortly afterwards, amidst the tears and lamentations of a 
sorrowing family, and to the sincere and lasting regret of all the inhabitants 
of Medeinah, by whom, in common with his other subjects, he appears 
to have been deservedly respected and beloved. He was buried, in con- 
currence with his dying instructions, by the side of the prophet ; that 
circumstance having exactly taken place, to denote permission, of which he 
had forewarned his family, and which it could not be attended with any 
considerable difficulty to provide for. This event took place when he had 
attained the age of sixty-three, and in the fourth month of the- third 
year of his government.* 

Bearing originally the name of Abdulkaabah, this was on his conversion 
changed by the prophet into Abdullah, the servant of God, instead of the 
servant of the Kaabah. His more general appellation of Abh Bukker, or 
parent of the virgin, he obtained, it is almost unnecessary to repeat, 
because he was the father of Ayaishali, whom we shall have frequent 
occasion, to mention. That of Seddeik, or faithful, perhaps credulous, 
because he was the first to attest his belief in the prophet's miraculous 
journey to heaven ; and occasionally that of Atteik, ox liberated, because 
the prophet pronounced him, from his integrity and blameless life, absolved 
from the guilt of sin. His father Othmaii, surnamed Abi Kohaufah, 
survived to the succeeding reign of Omar, when he died at the advanced 
age of ninety-nine. 

He left several sons and daughters, particularly Ayaishah, the most 
turbulent and ambitious of the prophet’s wives, and Abdurraihman, her 
brother, by the same mother ; Abdullah, by a former marriage, and Ma- 
hommed, by one which he contracted subsequent to his conversion. On 
the education of this latter, he bestowed particular attention, and he 
became at a future period celebrated beyond his brothers, by his devoted 
attachment to the cause of Ally. 

* This would tall on one of the days between the 12th of Jummaudy, the 2nd and the 
1 1th of Uudjub. Corresponding with the 12th of August and ^th of September, A. D. 634. 
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A. H. XIII. Without descending to a particular en itineration of that catalogli^ of 
A. D. 634. virtues, which are recorded to hare adorned the character of this prince^ 
Kouzut and which, in a species of funeral oration, addressed to the assembled 
ussuila. chiefs of Medeinah, by the illustrious Ally, he sealed by an affirmation,, 
that after the death of their legislator, the community of Isslam would 
perhaps, never have occasion to deplore a greater calamity, than the loss 
of that man, of whose mild and pacific virtues, the hand of death had then 
deprived them. It will be sufficient further to observe, that, however 
in points of doctiine otherwise hostile, all nations and sects of Mahomme- 
dans, in this respect, appear to have discarded all difference of opinion; 
and to have united, in consecrating the memory of Ab& Bukker, in the 
general esteem and perpetual veneration of his country. 

We shall, with the author, close the compendium of this reign, with a 
list of those' persons, who principally enjoyed the confidence of Ah& 
Bukker, and whose talents he employed to defend the interests, and pro- 
mote the Bgrandizement of that unsettled system of policy and legislation, 
which had devolved to his charge. Ills Kauzy, minister of law, or civil 
judge, was Omar; and his amanuenses or secretaries, were Othman 
afterwards Khalif, and Zeid the son of Thaubut. Aittaub the son of 
Asseid, who had been placed in that dignity by the prophet, was continued 
in the government of Mekkah ; he died, however, the same day with 
Ab6 Bukker. Othman the son of Abi ul Auss, presided as lieutenant of 
Tayef ; and Mahaujer the son of Ommeyah, as that of Sina. Zeiaud the 
SOD of Waleid, held the government of Hazermowut ; of Bahareyne, Uilai 
Hozermi ; and of Nedjeraun, Jerreir the son of Abdullah. The territory 
of Arabian Irslk, as far as it was brought under subjection, was entrusted 
to the management of Mossenny or Mothenna the son of H&retha, the Shei- 
4Minian,of whom, more hereafter. And lastly in Syriab, Abfl Obaidah the son of 
Jerrauh, Sherjeil the son of Hassenah, and Yezeid the son of Ab(!l Soffeyan, 
•exercised a separate authority, subject, however^ to the superintending 
controui of the warlike .and invincible Kbftled. 
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O MAR, the son of Ul Khettaub, did not embracd Is&liLm, until A. 

Mahommed was in the sixth year of his mission. During the A. D. 634. 
period of his infidelity, he had held a rank and opnsideration among the Rouzut 
most eminent of the Koraish ; and his distinguished abilities and discern* 
nient had, on many occasions, obtained for him the selection, when the 
ditficulty or delicacy of arrangement might have presented the prospect of 
of miscarriage, to inferior qualifications. He now also succeeded without 
further question or opposition, to the supreme authority vested in the first 
Khalifs, ussumiiig the title of Ameir ul niouincncin, commander of the 
faithful; to obviate, as he told his courtiers, the inconvenient circumlocu- 
tion of calling him the Khaleifah of the Khaleifah, the vicar ^ the vicar^ 
of the prophet of God, You are, said he, the only faithful, and I am 
your chief. 

The first act of his government, was the removal of Khaled from the 
command in Syria, which was transferred to the veteran Abfi Obaidah 
ul Jerrauh, whose tempered valor, and modesty of disposition, would in 
other circumstances, have amply justified the preference. 

The progress of Mahoromedaii fanaticism, and Arabian ferocity, was now 
diveiging in a settled coui'se, towards two grand and important objects ; 
the subjugation of those provinces which embrace the eastern shore of the 
Mediterranean, and of the rich and fertile territory on the banks of the 
Euphrates. To avoid interruption afid confusion of detail, the author, whom 
we shall follow, has thought proper, at the present stage, to direct the 
views of his reader, solely to the transactions in Syria ; but the narrative 
will revert, at the proper period, to the record of those events, which led 
to the final subversion of the proud and splendid fabric of the Persian 
monarchy. 

12 
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A. H. XIII, When the letters, which announced the elevation of Omar, and his 
A. D. 634. orders for the supersession of Kh^led, were delivered to AbCk Obaidab, 
Rouziit the Mosslems had already formed the siege of Damascus. But from a 
ussulf&. degree of modesty inherent in his disposition, and a repugnance to be the 
instrument of mortifying the pride of his associate, the contents of these 
letters, were, for some time, concealed by Abb Obaidah ; and the intrepid 
Kh41cd, unconscious of the degradation, was suffered to exercise the func- 
tions of command without interruption. The circumstance became, 
notwithstanding, at last, unavoidably known to the army ; and the troops, 
in the hurry and inadvertence of the field of battle, addressing to Abb 
Obaidah the title of general, it ultimately attracted the attention of Khaled, 
who was at no great loss to form a conjecture of the situation into which 
he was thrown. His expressions of regret were, however, confined to the 
misfortune which he had sustained, and which he now bewailed, in the 
death of Abb Bukker, to which alone he ascribed any circumstance of 
humiliation, which, at this moment, he might be destined to experience. 
Kholauss^t ssivne time, informed by another writer, that, in the heat 

ul of action with a very superior force of the enemy, a messenger from Me- 
•khbaur. deinah privately announced to Khaled that Abb Bukker was no more. 

With that presence of mind, which, in the crisis of danger, never forsook 
this daring and intrepid chief, he seized the opportunity of deriving from 
the incident, the only advantage, of which it was capable. He proclaimed 
to his followers, that the messenger announced the approach of a power- 
ful reinforcement of twelve thousand of their gallant brethren. And 
whilst the intelligence was left to circulate, and inspire fresh confidence 
through the army, he secretly demanded from the messenger, who it was 
that had succeeded to the sovereignty of the Mussulmans, and was now 
told that Omar was Khdiif, “ Then am 1 superseded,” observed Khaled ; 
to which the messenger replied, that he was not mistaken, and that the 
command of his army was devolved to Abb Obaidah. With these unfavor- 
able impressions on his mind, notwithstanding, KhMed urged his troops 
with fresh ardour, against the Greeks, now separated from him by a river, 
and succeeded in obtaining a complete victory ; after which, he repaired 
to Abb Obaidah, apprized him of the accession of Omar, of his owu 
■ degradation, and quietly resigned his authority. 
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At any rate, it appears not improbable, that Ab^ Obiadah shoilld in the 
first instance, from whatever motive, have been induced to suppress the 
dispatches, which degraded from his command a general, whose skill and 
intrepidity had rendered him equally the terror of the enemy, and the pride 
and admiration of his followers ; and it is further said, that the matter 
continued a secret, until the arrival of a second express from Medeinah ; 
by which Abii Obaidah was directed to retain a certain proportion only of 
the troops for the scige of Damascus, and to detach the remainder towards 
Harness :* but among those whom he was strictly charged to detain under 
his own immediate observation, the obnoxious Khkled was more particu- 
larly mentioned. The Kaussid, or messenger, who bore the second dispatch, 
delivered it through mistake to Khkled himself, thus disclosing to him, 
that his authority was at an end. In this delicate situation, he demeaned 
himself with exemplary moderation and temper; he upraided Abli Obaidah 
for his want of confidence in so long withholding from him the secret of 
his disgrace ; and the latter, with a corresponding spirit of moderation, 
was heard to declare, that had it rested with him, the disclosure would 
never have been made ; as he did not consider a question of power, of 
suiTicicnt importance to occasion any kind of difference between brothers. 
In the mean time, since the pleasure of their ruler could be no longer 
postponed, he intreated him to accept of the command of the cavalry ; and 
in that station, to continue the exertion of the same zeal, activity, and 
courage, by which he had already contributed so conspicuously, to the 
advancement of the cause in which they were engaged. To this proposal, 
Kh^led thought it adviseable to accede. 

The point of command being thus admirably adjusted, the siege of 
Damascus was resumed with additional vigor, and the garrisqn driven to 
the utmost extremity, in this crisis of their affairs, it was determined, on 
consultation, to make a grand and decisive effort to dislodge the besiegers ; 
and for this purpose, the governor marched out of the town with his 
collected force, to give battle to the Mosslems. Affecting to be struck 
with a sudden panic, the latter immediately fled, with every appearance of 
precipitation and disorder ; and tlie garrison, elate with the prospect of 
victory and relief, and resigning themselves to an inconsiderate pursuit, 
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A. H. XIIT. were coi^ pletoly drawn into the snare ; the Mosslems having led them, to 
A. D. t)34. a convenient distance from the town, suddenly returned upon their pursu- 
Rouziit ers, and assailed them from every side, with all the advantage of surprise, 
iissuffa. and opposition unexpected. In the course of the action, Seffwaun the Sal- 
inian observing one of the chiefs of the enemy, conspicuously distinguished 
by the richness of his armour and attire, had with his mace brought him 
to the ground, aiid dispatched him ; when he found himself suddenly 
assailed by the wife of the fallen chief, whom she had accompanied to the 
field of battle, and whose death she now prepared to avenge. Recoiling from 
the dishonor of ernbrviiiig his hands in the blood of a female, the hardy 
mussiilniuri, by a dexterous management of his sword, continued, without 
injuring thep<Tsnn of his frail antagonist, to awaken in her heart the sense 
ofdaiigor, and compelied her to retire for safety within the lances and javelins 
of her party; while he proceeded to strip the slain of his gorgeous armor 
and habiliments. Animated by the example of Seffwaun, the xMosslems 
redoubled their exertions ; and the garrison, in no small degree diseouraged, 
were ultimately driven back to their walls, which, however, th('y were 
fated to reenter without infinite difticulty and loss. .More closely 
reinvested than ever, the approaches of famine and hunger, united with the 
sword of the enemy to complete the measure at iheir misfortunes ; and 
their last resource was to implore the assistance of their emperor, who 
kept his court at this period at Antakhiah,* on the Orontes, the capital of 
the Syrian province. 

They stated to Ileraclius, that the siege had now continued for nearly 
twelve months; during which, they had endeavoured, by successive sallies^ 
to repulse the Arabs from before their walte ; but all attempts had terminated 
to their own discomfiture and loss, in the pressure of distress and danger, 
by which they were menaced on every side, they had now turned their 
views to those succors, which, if he was any way desirous of preserving 
the country, they anxiously implored he would hasten to their relief ; 
otherwise, they were become so intirely exhausted by fittigue and 
famine, that they must be reduced to the only alternative which remained; 
a capitulation with their besiegers, from whom they did not despair of 
obtaining reasonable terms of surrender. In reply to their intreatics. 


* Ant'orh. 
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HerecHus urged them by every argument of fear and hope, to continue 
the defence, . in which they had hitherto so bravely exerted themselves, 
without relaxing in their efforts; and that be should hasten to their 
assistance, the moment his preparations were completed. But be cauti- 
oned them, by no consideration whatever to be persuaded to place any 
reliance on the faith of treaties with the Mosslems ; by whom, so surely as 
they put them in possession of the city, their property would be given up 
to pillage, and their wives and families to the most cruel and disgraceful 
captivity. Relying on these assurances of relief, the people of Damascus 
persisted in defending their works for some time longer; but perceiving that 
the army of the besiegers was becoming, by continual reinforcements, daily 
more numerous and formidable, while the promised aid appeared as distant 
as ever, they could at last he no further withheld from sending out to 
Aha Obaidah, propositions for the surrender of the town. The Mahom- 
medan genera], anxious to be put in possession of this important place 
before the the troops of Heraclius should be in a condition to attempt its 
relief, very readily consented to give them terms; and a capitulation was 
immediately agreed upon, confirmed by the signature of most of his officers; 
by which, on the payment of one hundred thousand dinaurs,^ the lives and 
properties of the inhabitants were secured to them, as far as that security 
could depend upon such an engagement; and the ransom having been 
accordingly paid, the keys of the city were delivered to Abh Obaidah. 

Unhappily, the fierce and inexorable Kh^led, whose quarters were 
lestablished on an opposite side of the town, either regardless of the treaty, 
or unapprized of its conclusion, which is most unlikely, during the night, 
with a ladder of ropes, and some chosen companions, scaled the walls ; and 
finding the posts unguarded, hastened to one of the adjoining gates, which 
Jie threw open to the troops, who were in readiness to enter from without, 
and led them, to the fearful clamor of Allahfi Akbarf into the heart of the 
city : plundering and slaughtering all that fell in his way. In this state of 
horror and uncertainty, the defenceless inhabitants looked with impatience 
for the break of day ; when the governor, with the principal citizens, fled 
fur sanctuary to Abfi Obaidah, whom they besought to enforce the terms 

* At twenty dirrems, of about five-pence half-penny each to the dinaur, this wouTd be 
about equivalent to 43,833/, (i/. 8d. ; at twenty-five dirrems to the dinaur, it would be about 
67,Si^l/. 13f. 4i/, 
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of the treaty, by which he was engaged to protect them. KhMed was, at 
last, prevailed upon to put a stop to the cruel outrages into which the city 
had hern so basely betrayed : and the gallant Yezeid, the son of AbA Sef- 
eyan, to whom it had been long since promised, was now placed in the 
government of Damascus; which, under this family, and the Benni 
Ommeyah, in the lapse of a few years, attained to a pre-eminent degree of 
prosperity and splendor. If we are to place any reliance on the manuscript 
dates of the Orientals, the capture of Damascus took place in the month 
of Rudjeb, of the fourteenth year of the Hidjera.* 

Having secured this important acquisition, and protected the inhabitants 
from further outrage, Abu Obaidah was at leisure, in pursuance of the 
Khalifs instruction, to detach Amrh Auss towards Palestine, and the 
territory contiguous to the river Jordan : with orders to obtain a peaceable 
submission, if lie found the people disposed to listen to his terms; but if 
his overtures were rejected,, to carry pillage and devastation through the 
country. The approach of Amrh was preceded by the usual circumstances 
of alarm ; and the terrified inhabitants, by an early and seasonable appli- 
cation, amidst the embarrassments which now seemed to multiply upon 
him, succeeded in procuring from Heraclius, a reinforcement of twenty 
thousand horse. This, together with the intelligence which reached him 
about the same period, of another body cf similar strength collecting in 
the vicinity of Baalbrc, for the present gave a check to the progress o4 
Amru ; and he found it prudent to remain stationary, until he should have 
apprized Abfi Obaidah, of the unexpected and powerful opposition, which 
had arisen against the projects of aggression and rapine in that quarter. 

Aware that the force under Amrfi was inadequate to a contest with such 
accumulating superiority, Abfi Obaidah sought the advice of Khaled, as to 
tlie best means of disconcerting the measures of the enemy. With his 
usual promptitude of decision, Khiilcd suggested that Amrfi, with the 
troops most exposed to the attacks of the Christians, and the Aiabs their 
confederates, should, for the present, remain on the defensive. In the 
mean time, he would himself undertake the dispersion of that part of the 
enemy’s force which app *ared to embarrass them on the side of Baalbec ; 

♦ According to Ockicy, the capture of Damascus took place on the day of Ahft Bukkei s 
death, on Fiiilay the 'Jlid of August, A. 1), 631. Twelve months earlier than is here 
u ■•oi.led. 
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property within the town of Harness, they should encamp with all their A. H. XV, 

fighting men in some convepient position without the walls, until the A. P. 636. 

arrival of the several detachments, which were hastening to join them Rouzut 

from all parts of the country, should enable them to proceed and give uisuffii^v 

battle to the enemy, with every reasonable prospect of success. To this 

plan, so prudently conceived, and in appearance so peculiarly applicable 

to their situation, Sherjabeil the son ofllassanah particularly objr^cted, on 

the score that it would he e(]ually imprudent and unsafe, to confide their 

families to the disposal of the Christians, by whom, on the smallest leverse 

of fortune, it was most probable, they would be betrayed or delivered over 

to llie eiieuiy. 'f his difficulty, .however, Abu Obaidah proposed to remove 

by compelling the chri^tiuns in the first place, to quit the tow'ii. But to 

this, Sherjabeil expressed still stronger objQCtions ; as a measure pregnant 

with dishonour, atid breach of faith towards the inhabitants, whom they 

W’cre solemnly engaged not to expel from their habitations. What, on 

the other hand, lie should recommend as the most advisable plan, was to 

remain as at pr(‘sent, within the walls, until. moans had been taken to 

apprize Omar of their danger; and such reinforcements should be dis- 

pulclied to^tlicrr assistance, as in the exigencies of the moment he should 

be aiiUi to spare. Abil Obaidah again observed, that before any messenger 

from him could possibly reach Medeiiiah, ilic enemy would be before the 

gates of Hauiess, w ithin which, they must already have felt themselves 

too closely straitened. At this stage of the debate, llobairah the son of 

Mofiuk I nteryiosed, objecting altogether to the idea of remaining cooped 

up vvjihin the walls of any place ; as being totally repugnant to theconstitution 

and liabiis of the natives ot Arabia, accustomed through life to breathe the 

free air, and wander unrestrained in the boundless tracts of the desert. 

b'or his part, he thought it the wisest plan, to evacuate Harness intirely, and 

w'ithdraw towards Oamascus; while messengers should be ^dispatched with 

the utmost speed to announce to Omar the situation of affairs ; who, if he 

found It convenient or proper to send them reinforcements, would not fail 

to act as best became him. But, at all events, they should be equally 

prepared to repel the attempts of the enemy, whenever he was found 

disposed to interrupt their progress, with a full reliance on the jprotectiou 

L 
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A. H. XV. of that providence, which had hitherto so conspicuously promoted their 
A. D. GJ(). success. 

Uouzut his last proposal appearing to concur with the general opinion, it was 
ussufld* acceded to by Abh Obaidah who determined to carry it into immediate 
execution. Having, therefore, previously dispatched to Medeinah, to 
announce to theKhalifhis intended departure, and the necessity of imme- 
diate support, he, accordingly, evacuated Harness, and proceeded on his 
retreat to Damascus. By the return of his messenger, he had, however; 
the mortification to learji that Omar disapproved of this retreat ; although, 
as it appeared to be the result of a deliberate discussion with his officers^ 
in circumstances of which, on the spot they were best qualified to judge, 
he still expressed his confidence, that the event might yet prove favorable. 
In the mean time, he was exhorted not to suffer Inrnself to be intimidated 
by the enormous and unwieldy multitudes of the enemy, as his experience 
must have taught him to recollect, that victory did not always atta(‘h 
itself to superior numbers; and he was further assured, that under provi-< 
dence, he might expect to receive reinforcements, peradventure, as soon 
as the letter which conveyed this reply. It was no diliicult matter to 
convince Abb Obaidah, that he had been premature in abandoiflng to the 
enemy without a contest, tlio fruit of his victories ; and he now publicly 
acknowledged the superior rectitude of conception, and clearer judgment 
of his master. 

On the retreat of the Mosslems, Bahan, with that body of the troops of 
Neraclius assigned to his immediate command, advanced, and took prxsses- 
sion of Harness ; for the surrender of which, to the Mosslems, the inhahi- 
tants appear to have accounted to his satisfaction. From thence he 
conducted his troops to the Yermfik, and having fixed upon a position of* 
strength and advantage, he encamped, on the banks of ihit river; in 
which, allowing for a convenient abridgment of names, may be recognized 
the Hieromax,* or [lieromaces, a stream formed by an union of the torrents 
of Mount llermon, and which runs into the lake of Tiberias. On this 
spot, at all events, the Greek general conceived he might venture the fate 
of Syria upon the decision of a battle; and he was, in the course of a very 
few days, successively reinforced by those powerful divisions, formerly 
stated to have been held in readiness to march to his support. 

* Mr. Gibbon’s Roman empire. 
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The Mosslems, on the other hand, whose progress for the present a* H. XV. 
Appears to have been completely held in check, expected the bursting of A. D. 636. 
the storm, with considemble anxiety and apprehension ; fresh advices were jiouzttt 
sent to Medeinah, to remind the Khalif of the magnitude of the danger, ussuflfft. 
and of the urgent necessity of immediate aid. Again Omar sought to 
dispel the alarms of Abii Obaidah ; to revive his courage, and to prepare 
him for a conflict with the enemy, which, he exhorted him, not by any 
means to decline. The messenger was further instructed to acquaint his 
general, that, heaven permitting, he might still look to receive considerable 
reiidorcemeiits, before the enemy would venture to bring him to a battle. 

And in order that his performance might keep pace with his promises, a 
deiaelitiient <»f three thousand horse under Soweyd the son of Saumut the 
A nsaur, quitted Medeinah, in order to join tlu^ Mosslems, immediately on 
the departure of tin? messtiiger; Ahft SofTeyan, and Saud the son of 
Auniar, following shortly afterwards with a smaller division of one thousand 
men lor the same destiiintioii. The deUiehim iit liikIc'i* Soweyd is even said 
to liave proceeded witli so niueli celerity as to have joined Abh Obaidah, 
before the messenger who had been dispatched to announce its approach. 

Hut at all evi'iiis, the arrival of these succors at a period so seasonable, 
ditfusod a degree of confidence and animation through the army of Abfi 
Obaidah, far beyond what might be conceived from an accession of number, 
on these statements, apparently so inconsiderable. 

While alfairs continued in this posture, instead of an attack before the 
arrival t»f further reiiiforeemcnts should have rendered the issue more 
doubtful, Abu Obaidah received a message from the general of the Greeks 
proposing to try the result of another coiifercilce ; at the same time, inti- 
inaliiig, what, in ages iin»re refined, would probably have excited some 
jealousy, that the character of his predecessor in the command of the 
Mosslems, had raised him so high, in the estimation of the whole world, 
that it beeumo extremely desirable he should be the person selected, 
thrruigh whom, to convey the mutual disclosure of those nnans, which 
might be resorted to, in order to bring to a termination the deplorable 
calamities by which the country had been so long di'solatcd. lo this, 
there was not much difficulty in obtaining the consent of Abfi Obaidah ; 

L? 



76 


A. H. XV. and Khaled was accordingly directed, either next day, or very shortly upon 
A.D. 636. this application, to proceed to the camp of the enemy, in order to afford 
Rouzut an opportunity for the proposed communications. Among the articles of 
his equipment on this occasion, was a splendid crimson pavilion, for 
w hich Khaled, with his usual profusion, had paid the then considerable sum 
of three hundred dinaurs* of gold ; this, on his arrival, he caused to be 
pitched close beside the head quarters of the Grecian commander ; who 
immediately hastened to visit the celebrated stranger, with the beauty of 
whose equipage he either was, or affected to be, prodigiously stricken ; and 
by an apparent frankness of demeanor, to conciliate the good opinion of his 
guest, signified, that if, on any consideration, he could be induced to part 
with this beautiful tent, there was scarcely any thing which he would not 
freely give in exchange. Khaled, without hesitation, made him a present 
of what appeared to excite so great a degree of admiration ; but declined 
accepting of any return, observing, that a diversity of manners would render 
any thing that was Greek, but an useless appendage to him. ilahan 
accepted of the proffered gift ; but it was not, until afterwards, either 
understood or suspected, that it was the direful pledge of blood and 
slaughter. 

Having, by every possible demonstration of respect towards Khaled, 
prepared him, as he thought, for a favorable consideration of the terms 
which he was authorized to offer, Bahan entered more explicitly upon the 
business for which this interview had been solicited ; and proceeded 
accordingly to state that, if,%s he had reason to suspect, the object of these 
cruel hostilities was the accumulation of wealth and plunder, he would 
undertake, provided the Mo^slems on their part, would engage to withdraw 
from the countries which they had invaded, to secure the payment of a 
sum of money, according to the following proportions ; namely, to Omar, 
as their sovereign, ten thousand dinaurs to AbCt Obaidah one half that 
sum ; to one hundred of his principal officers, each one thousand dinaurs ; 

•From 137^. I0«. Qd. to about 171/. \7s» 6d. 

t As this species of coin was valued from twenty to five and twenty dirhems, of five-pence 
half-penny each, the shares might be estimated as follows, viz. Omar's, fr^m 4,543/. 6s, Sd, 
to 5,789/. 3v. 4c/. Ab& Obaidah's. one half. Each principal officer's, from 458/. 6$. Sd. to 
578/. 185 . 4c/. Elach horseman, 45/. Km. Bd, to 57/. 55. 10^. Each iootinan, 88/. 185. 4c/» 
to 88/. I2s* 1 Id, When gold was probably of ten times the value of the present day. 
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to every horseman one hundred ; and to every foot soldier fii the army, A. H. XV. 

fifty dinaurs. A. D. 63g. 

These proposals, which at best could only tend to a temporary com* Rouzut 
promise, do not, however, appear to have experienced from Khsiled any ussuflfi, 
degree of serious consideration ; on the contrary, he proceeded to describe 
what, if the Greeks were truly disposed to put a period to these animosi- 
ties, and the evils of which they were the source, he conceived the most 
obvious plan to ensure peace and safety upon the strongest foundations. 

That which he should recommend as the best and the most effectual, was 
immediately to receive into their habitations, the lamp of eternal trutb^ 
and to embrace with their lips the language of salvation, as exhibited in 
the sacred pages of the KorAii. If, however, an adverse destiny should 
lead them to reject this first of blessings, there still remained one further 
condition, on which they might be yec permitted to enjoy their property 
and families in security ; that, by which they should bind themselves to 
the payment of a permanent tribute : but if, from a blind fatality, neither 
of these conditions were acceded to, there was only one further instrument 
by which the dilferences between them could be finally and effectually 
determined : — the sword. In other words, he offered to their choice, 
either Issldm^ tiibute^ or the mat'd ; the terms with which these fero- 
cious reformers had now, for some time, been accustomed to practice upon 
the ignorance, fears, and imbecility of the surrounding nations. 

With an expression of scorn and indignation, which he no longer 
endeavoured to conceal, each of these conditions was rejected by Manuel ; 
who sternly assured Khaled, that the descendants of the Romans were 
not yet so debased as to relinquish the faith of their ancestors, for the 
religion of Mahommed ; neither were they yet sufficiently humbled to 
become a tributary nation. But with respect to the implied menaces 
with which he tlioiight fit to sum up his proposals, and the arrogance with 
which in <«thcT points, he chose to demean himself ; he should recommend 
to his consideration, an attentive perusal of those embattled multitudes, 
who now panted to avenge the slaughter of their fellow subjects ; and who 
were assembled, in truth, for purposes very different from those which led 
to peare with their atrocious invaders, ile then informed Khaled, that his 
presence in the camp of the Greeks was no longer necessary ; that it 
behoved him to withdraw and prepare his friends for immediate and uure- 
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A. H. XV. lenting hostility ; which, for his own part, he had no further motive for 
A.D. ()36. delaying, as his arrangements had been long since completed. Upon 
' Rouziit which, Khaled rose from the conference shaking the train of his vest, and 
iissufl'3. departed without molestation, to communicate to Ab6 Obaidah the resiult 
of his mission. 

The negociation, whatever might have been the object of it, thus failing 
in every respect, but that of a mutual aggravation of the parries, it next 
became the subject of discussion among the generals of Heraclins, in wliat 
manner to direct ihe opi^rations of the nnglity force entrusted to their 
management ; so as to ensure those aclvanmges which were possible to 
be drawn from a piodigunis superiorMs ot numbers. The plan which 
appears to have bec-n first siigm>stetl, was to si par.Ue into several 
corps, each in itself sutlicieiitly stioiii; to eng i”* * the enemy, wiili every 
reasonable prospect of sue cess, v^h.h- ih.e p inan.iei ilivisii iis were held in 
reserve to attack in rotation ; and *hus, hy a si-rn s of alieriiale assaults in 
close succession, continue to erouiss and exlnuisi the strength of the; 
Mosslems, until, by repeated action, fantiiie and loss, they should be so 
iutirely reduced, as to become at last an easy conquest. This, how'evor^ 
not according with the general opinion, another plan was adopted, by which 
it was iinally determined to assail the enemy at once with their whole 
force, and put all to the hazard of a single eonfli^d : of which deterininalion, 
together with the result of the recent conference with Kliiiled, the com- 
manding general immediately dispatched to apprize lleraeliiis ; as also to 
announce the day on which he proposed to .\ ad the troops into action. 
Nevertheless, having experienced couslderalile disquietude from a dreaiii, 
in which he had heeii solemnly warned not to give battle to the Arabs, on 
pain of inevitable defeat, he could not forbear iiititn iting to liis sovi reiLrn, 
that it would be prudent to provide in sonic degree against such a tlis.ister, 
and for this jnirpose he recoinmeiuled, that all the females, together with 
the treasure and valnabh'S, should hi* convi'ved without delay, towards 
Constantinople. After which, he might himself, with less anxiety, con- 
tinue at Antioch, to expect the issue of the impending conflict. 

Whde his mind was engaged in these anxious preparations to meet the 
enemy, one of his principal otlieers reijuested, that llahan w'ould give him 
permission to relate the circumstances «)f a fearful ilream, with wdiieli he 
hIso had been recently visited. In this, he described, that he saw, as l>e 
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thought, a number of men in white vestments and green tui^ans, descend 
from the sky, and having bound him, and his companions, proceed to 
drive them oiT in all directions, crying out at the same time in accents, 
which still sounded in his ears, or t^ou perish f That while 

they were accordingly endeavouring to escape from unknown danger, some 
of his companions seemed to fall to the earth ; others appeared to cleave to 
it, without the power of motion in any shape; and that while, in this 
situation, he turned his attention towards those numerous bands which 
had once acknowledged their authority, he thought they followed, division 
after division, and suddenly disappeared in succession, until not a vestige 
of the whole was to be seen ; and with these dreadful impressions on his 
iiiingiiiation, he aw'oke. VV’ith considerable displeasure at the uneasiness, 
which this relation had added to his former disquietude, Bahan proceeded 
to explain, what he conceived this vision appeared to forebode ; and par- 
ticularly that those whom he observed to fall, and to be deprived of motion, 
indicated all that were destined to meet death in the approaching battle : 
amongst whom, ns some compensation for the additional discomfort of 
w hich ho was now the occasion, he very devoutly wished, the dreamer 
might jirove the first. On the other hand. Abb Obaidah has also his 
dreams assigned him ; not such, however, as to awaken those sentiments 
of dismay and despondence, by which the defeat of the Greeks was 
already half accomplished ; but such as were calculated to inspire him- 
self and his followers, with the most animating confidence of success and 
victory. 

Of the dreadful battle which ensued, and by which the fate of Syria and 
Palesiine was ultimately decided, it will be sufficient, without entering 
into detail, to describe some of the principal features. As far as our infor- 
mation enables us to state, it would appear that the multitudinous legions 
which composed the Christian army, on this occasion, were, by tlieip 
ge neral, disposed into twenty separate divisions; each consisting of twenty 
thousand men, under the distinct management of an experienced Batarkai 
from some known pr(»of of superior ability selected for the charge. 
These were, at the same time, to be considered as acting in subordination 
to til ■ more gtMieral arrangement, of two wings and a centre; the riarht 
being consigned to the discretion of Boknautrah,* and Jorjeis ; the left to 
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* Pogonatus perhaps, and George. 



A. H. XV. of KhMed v^as intended da a presage te the direful effusion of blood, 
A. U.(i36'. which they were destined to witness on the banks of the Ycrmiik. The 
Rouaui intelligence of this victory, which, together with the appropriate fifth of 
iissoftii. spoil, w'as immediately conveyed to the seat of the Khelaiiftit, by Abft 
Obaidah; was received by Oifiar and the chieft of the nation with the most 
lively sensations of joy j and with those testimonies of exultation, which a 
triiimpli so signal and decisive over the most formidable opponents of their 
ambitious projects, was calculated to inspire. 

Far different were the emotions which Heraclius was destined to exper- 
ience from the issue of this most sanguinary conflict. The fugitives who 
dropped in gradually at Antioch, appeared so completely exhausted with 
fiitigue, and scared in their intellects, as to be totally incapable of giving 
any distinct account of what had passed : all that could, for some time, be 
collected, was, that they had witnessed some tremendous catastrophe, from 
the fearful impressions of which, they were not sufficiently recovered to 
afford any rational or coherent information. At last Khozzeiinah, an Arab 
chief of some distinction in his service, whb had been present in the battle, 
was brought before Heraclius, and from him was derived a sufficient know- 
ledge of particulars, to estimate the extent ot his misfortune ; not one of 
those generals, and nobles of his court, regarding whom he severally 
inquired, having escaped the dreadful carnage. The horrible report might, 
perhaps, be well supposed for the moment, sufficient to stagger his belief, 
or disturb his reason ; but without attaching much importance to the fact, 
coming as it does on authority, by principle and inclination, decidedly 
hostile to the memory of a Christian monarch, Heraclius must have been, 
at this period of his life, possessed of no small portion of the. inhuman and 
bloody spirit of the vilest of his predecessors in the Roman purple, if, with 
an impulse not unusual in the breast of tyrants, he condemned the unfor- 
tunate reporter on the spot, to lose his head ; not professeclly indeed, 
because he happened to be the messenger of evil tidings; but because it 
was unfortunately recollected, that some eight years before, with the 
integrity of an honest man, he had been most urgent to dissuade his 
sovereign from abandoning the religion of Christ, for the doctrines of 
Mahommed; when, in the sixth or seventh of the Hidjera, in common with 
other princes of the east, the letters of that bold reformer were communi- 
cated to Heraclius. At any rate, although, to all obvious appearance at 



least, the position of Antioch was pretty well removed from any danger of A. H. XV. 
jmmediate attack, Heraclius was so terrified by the intelligence, aggravated A.D. 6s6. 
not improbably, by apprehensions of domestic treason, that he conceived "iSouziIt" 
a longer residence in that city would be attended with extreme hazard to unuffll. 
his personal safety : and he therefore determined to quit the banka of the 
Orontes without further delay. He accordingly withdrew from Antioch, 
accompanied by his whole court; and on his departure, ascending a hill 
in the neighbourhood of that city, took a last view of the Syrian territory ; 
and, expressing his equal regret and conviction that he should never again 
behold it as his own, he bid a long and affecting adieu to this favorite and 
interesting domain. 

On the other hand, after securing the fruits of his victory, and probably 
encouraged by the precipitate retreat of the emperor of the east, Abft 
Gbaidah marched with his army and immediately invested Halleb.* The 
inliahitaiits were, perhaps, neither from habit nor disposition, prepared to 
encounter the hazards and extremities of a siege ; and they accordingly 
pniposed, without much deliberation, ta becomi? tributary to the govern* 
merit of the Mossleins ; and the Arabian general, very cheerfully agreeing 
to their proposal, thus obtained possession of a place of much reputed 
strength and importance, without experiencing either difficulty or resistance. 

It must he confessed, that this is not reconcileable with the circumstances 
of the defence of the castle of Aleppo, and the means by which, through 
the daring intrepidity of an individual, it was ultimately captured, as des- 
cribed by Mr. Gibbon, on the authority of Ockley ; which are intirely 
omitted by the historian, whom, in this place, we profess to follow; although 
in other occurrences frequently of inferior interest, we shall rather have 
occasion to complain of redundancy than omission. And if, in other 
respects, these pages shall be found to depart from the order of events as 
described by the same eloquent writer, with whom the capture of Jerusa- 
lem precedes that of Aleppo, we have no apology to offer, but that of 
being compelled to adhere to our original. 

Having taken possession of Aleppo, a body of two thousand horse, under 
Malek Ashtur, and Hobairah the son of Mefrouk, was detached by Abu 
Gbaidah towards Derbund of Rfime ; some place of that name probably on 

• Alep^. 
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A. H. XV. the frontiers of Anatolia. This detachment was, however, recalled shortly 
A. D. 63b'. afterwards ; but not before Malek Ashtur had found an opportunity of 
Kouzut exhibiting the most conspicuous proofs of singular prowess and personal 
wsufi'A. strength, in a desperate action with a superior force of the enemy. Ab^ 
Obaidah then conducted the army back to Damascus, leaving Habeib the 
son of Selmah, in charge of Aleppo and Kuiiserein,* and the recent acqui- 
sitions in that quarter. On his return to Damascus, he dispatched to 
acquaint Omar with the steps he had last adopted ; by whom he was 
directed for the present to suspend the operations of the war, and to allow 
liis soldiers a short period of repose ; before he proceeded to the final 
reduction of those numerous places of strength, which still continued to 
resist the yoke of the Mossiems in different parts of Syria. In the letter 
transmitted by the Khalif on this occasion, he announces the progress of 
Saud-e-Wekaiiss in the war against tlie Persians, whom he now describes 
as reassembling, after their calamitous defeats, under the passes of Hul waun. 
A.H. XVI. When the army had accordingly enjoyed a period of repose at Damascus, 
A. D.037. sufficient to recover them from the fatigues of an arduous campaign, AbCi 
Obaidah received the orders of Omar to proceed to the reduction of 
Ailiah, or Jerusalem, so called, from the emperor Adrian. On this ser- 
vice, Amrff was sent before him with a competent force, to commence the 
siege of that city, which was for some time defended by the garrison, or 
inhabitants, with considerable bravery and resolution. To the governor 
who conducted the defence of Jerusalem on this occasion, the orientals 
have assigned the name of Artihn ; but to which of the generals of Mcra- 
clius, or of the fugitives who escaped the carnage of the Yermfik, this 
name applies, it is in vain to conjecture. Be it however hs it ma^, when 
Amrff had been for some time engaged in the siege of the place, he 
received from one of the inhabitants a message, apprizing him, that it 
would be as well to suspend his labour ; because, in addition to the most 
conspicuous character for integrity and justice, with which he w<juld be 
adorned, the name of the distinguished person, to whom Jerusalem was 
destined to fall, was composed of three letters, and his, it was unnecessary 
to remind him, consisted of four. At the same time, the manner in which 
Amru possessed himself of this important secret, has by other authors been 

• Chalcis of Syria. 

t It is howe\'er more generally known in the JLast by the name of Beit ul mukdess. The 
cjfsldencc of holiness. 
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differently stated * By such we are given to understand, that Artiftn, a.H.XVI. 
the (governor of the place, equally distinguished among the Christians for A. D. 657 * 
wisdom and valour, found means to announce to Amrh, that the prosecu- Rouzut 

tion of the siege on his part was labour intirely lost ; because there existed ussuffS. 

a well known prediction, that the sacred city was destined to yield to a 
person distinguished by certain marks, of which not one was to be recog- 
nized, either in the person of Amrh, or in any part of his character. And 
he therefore recommended to him, to spare himself much fruitless fatigue 
and loss, by raising the siege. Under pretence of conveying an answer to 
this communication, Amrh sent into Jerusalem a person whom he selected 
for his knowledge of the language of the Christians : which knowledge, he 
was, however, instructed carefully to conceal, and to pay the strictest 
attention to the conversation which should occur at the conference, to 
which he was to be admitted : so as to preserve a perfect recollection of all 
that passed. When the messenger was permittt'd to deliver his letter to 
Artii^n, the latter repeated the circumstance of the prediction ; and, with 
a reinissness, not very creditable to his prudence, (to gratify the curiosity of 
some of his officers) proceeded to describe the marks, by which the 
destined conqueror of Jerusalem, was to be recognized ; among others, 
that his name was composed of three letters, whereas, he remarked, that of 
Amrh contained four ; all which the messenger carefully noted, and as 
punctually reported on his return to Amru. In Arabic, it is almost unne- 
cessary to add, that though the name of Amrii consists of four, that of 
Omar contains no more than three letters, and this, with some other 
apparent coincidences, enabled Amrh to trace the resemblance to the 
reigning sovereign of the Mossleras. 

In the mean time, Abu Obaidah, with the main body of the Syrian army, 
advanced from Damascus, and encamped somewhere on the river Jordan ; 
from whence he transmitted to the inhabitants of Jerusalem, a summons to 
become tributary without further resistance ; otherwise he should be con. 
strained to employ against them, a description of men, who, in the advance- 
ment of their faith, loved death, better than the Christians loved hog’s 
flesh and wine. But finding that this insulting message produced no 
effect in relaxing the defence of the besieged, he proceeded in a few days 

♦ Habeib-usseyr. 
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A. H.XVI. and joined Amru. To convince him that they were not yet discout^ 
A . D. (i.37. aged by the accumulation of force which now beleaguered them, thegarri- 
Jtouzut son of Jerusalem sallied from the town, and resolutely attacked their 
ussufla. besiei^ers ; they were, however, repulsed with loss, and compelled for the 
future to confine themselves to the defence of their walls. Perceiving at 
length, that the perseverance ami ardour of the Arabs must ultimately 
prevail; and that the feeble barrier by which they were yet separated 
would shortly give way to their efforts, it was announced to AbA Obaidah, 
that they were ready to treat for a surrender ; but that they were deterred 
from coming to a couclusiou on the sijbj(‘ct by a distrust, of which they 
acknowledged they wer not able to clivesl themselves, in his oliserva nee of 
tile faith of treaties; they therefore prnpi>Si>il that Omar should he on the 
spot to ratify the tr« a'y in pe rson, hikI that the^ should then feel no diffi- 
culty ill subiiijtriijg to his uiith«n‘ity. 

I’liis proposal (Wj (he parr of iJ;e besieged, y\bu Obaid.di found it advis- 
able to communicate to the chief ot the bclievi’is nt Meuem.di ; hy whom 
it W'as made the subject of uiniio fiat** deMu'rauon with those whoso 
opinion he was accustomed to ccmsnlt. Of these, Otiiinaii declared him- 
self against the Khalifs removing troni the seal of goveriiineut on any 
consideration. 13ut Ally was decidt illy in favor of the journey ; from a 
conviction, that, exclusive of the surrender of Jerusalem, tliert^ were other 
oousideraiions which at this crisis rendered the presence of Omar with the 
army extremely desirable. This opinion prevailed, and Abbas wasaei'ord- 
iugly directed to form an encampment without the town, in order to e.scort 
the Khalif, who shortly afterwards set out for Palestine, leaving Ally to 
superintend the government of Medeinab, duHng his absericr. 

On infonnation of his approach, AbCl Obaidah, accompanied by several 
of his principal officers, among others, Kh^led and Yezeid, proceeded to 
Jabbia,* five stages from Jerusalem, to meet the Khalif; whose simple and 
unostentatious eipiipmcnt, seemed to excite an apprehension, among those 
wiin had been now long habituated to more polished observances, lest it 
should expose their sovereign to the contempt of a luxurious nation. They 
found him, when they met, clad in his ordinary woollen garment, seated 
on a camel, with a scimitar suspended from one shoulder, and a bow on 
the other. According to some writers, he was leading his camel by the 
bridle, while his slave was mounted ; and when they inquired why he chose 

• Joppa. 
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e vraik, while his attendant rode, he replied, that the camel happened tQ A. H.XVL 
be iheir common property, and that it was now the attendant’s turn to A. D. 637, 
ride. But in order that his appearance might, as they said, in some Rouziit 
degree, curresjiond with the majesty of the KJielaufut, he was prevailed ussufl?^. 
upon to attire himself in a suit of white apparel, and to mount the horse 
which they had provided for his introduction among his newfj conquered 
subjects. To all this, he quietly submitted; but before he had long 
endured the constraint of this novel equipment, he found himself so 
extremely embarrassed, that he conceived it folly to persevere; and there- 
fore disengaged himself from such appendages ; he betook himself, without 
further ceremony, to what he was better accustomed to, exclaiming 
against the absurdity of forsaking established habits and usages, for the 
mere gratification of an idle and ridiculous caprice. And in this guise he 
entered the camp before Jerusalem ; his mode of life, in other respects, 
corresponding, no doubt, with the same patriarchal and primitive simplicity 
uniformly exhibited in the mannoi's of the Arab chiefs of that, and every 
other age. 

On the arrival of Omar, Artiftn, the governor on the part of Heraclius, 
is said to have withdrawn himself from Jerusalem, and to have fled into Egypt ; 
and the Khal if, after reposing from the fatigues of his journey, received, 
from the ecclesiastics, and other inhabitants, through a certain Arabian of 
the name of Abi ul Jeiaud, proposals to surrender the town ; provided, on 
their becoming tributary, he would engage on his part, to secure them 
against expulsion from iheir habitations. To which Omar consented with 
little hesitation ; and the articles having been committed to writing, and 
properly executed, the treaty was by him ratified, and delivered over for 
the security of the inhabitants. The Christians then opened their gates, 
and the Moslems, with Omar and all his principal officers at their heail, 
entered Jerusalem. There, in the midst of the sacred city, Bellaul, 
the prophet’s herald of prayer, who had never performed the office since 
the death ofliis master, and who had resided in Syria since the demise of 
Abb Bukker, was now called upon by the Khalif to exalt his voice once 
more in the service of his religion ; the herald, though he confessed it was 
contrary to a solemn resolution, to evince, however, his sacred regard 
to the commands of the prophet’s successor, immediately placed his 
fingers to his ears ; and by his well known accents, brought to the recol- 
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A.H.XVI. lection of his countrymen the blessings they had shared in the society of 
A. D. 6*37. their lamented legislator ; a recollection, which, in the midst of triumph, 
Ruu/ut was immediately attended by a loud and universal burst of sorrow. This 
ussufla. di j not, however, prevent Qmar from proceeding to discharge the functions 
of the Imaumut with the usual forms ; and as if the triumph of the Koran 
was now complete, to offer praise to that eternal being, by whose inscruta- 
ble designs, it was permitted to repeat the formula of the Mosslems,* the 
supposed proof of established sovereignty, on that favored spot, the equal 
veneration of Jew, of Christian, aud Mahommedan. 

Having made an equitable arrangement of the affairs of the province, 
Omar appears to have remained there no longer than was absolutely 
necessary, before he returned to Medeinah ; after confirming the govern- 
ment of Syria, and of .di his other cuiu|uests in this quarter, to the prudent 
and experienced Ab5 Obaidah, with whom it continued to the day of Ins 
death, in the eiglitecnth of the Jiidjera; about three years subsequent to 
this period, when both he, and his successor, Meyauz the son of Jebbel, 
with five and twenty thousand of the Mosslems, many of them, the most 
distinguished of the prophet’s companions, were swept off by a dreadful 
pestilence or contagious disorder, wlneh is said to have overspread Syria 
with calamities, aud then, for the first time, to have afflicted lssli\m f The 
disorder was called the plague of Eniwauss,J from a place of that name, 
between Uamla and Jerusalem, where it broke out on this occasion. 

However unrewarded by the favor of the Khalif, the merit of the con- 
quests in Syria and l^ulestinc was, by the voice of the public, generally 
.iscribed to the superior skill, and singular prowess of Khaled ; the fame of 
whose exploits hud long rendered him the tlieine of praise and admiration 
throughout Arabia, Among others, .\ss.uith the son of Keyss Kauiidi, 
one of the pods of the day, undertook to perpetuate hib glory, in the lan- 
guage of immortal verse, 'fhe following is the sense of four of liis lines, 
from which some judgment may be fonm d of the strain of the whole. 
“ 'riiy irresistilile valour hath hushed ilie raging tempi si; in battle thou 
“ hast been armed w ith the lusks of tl.e eh pliaiit, and the jaws of the 
“alligator; thy mace hath luirled the terrors of the day of judgment 
“ through the Itoinan provinces ; and the liglilning of thy scimitar hath 

* Thrr is no Gmi but Gml: and ^Inhomnud is the prophet of God. 

+ l-l.ibcib-U5SC}r. * Fniaus, perhaps. 
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spread wretchedoess and mourning among the cities of the franks.” A»H.XVI, 
For this effusion of his muse, the poet received from Khftied, equally A» P. 637. 
liberal as he was brave, a donation of ten thousand dirhems ;* an act of Rousut 
liberality which did not fail to awaken the observation and aspersions of unuflfl. 
«nvy ;#rom the envenomed influence of which, says our author, f the hand 
of death alone relieves lis. Suggestions and insinuations were conveyed 
to Omar, that considering the exactions, and the embezzlements from the 
property of the public, of which Khaled was guilty, it was not surprising 
that he should now \}q able to lavish ten thousand Dirhems on his panegy- 
rist ; any more than that on a former occasion, he could discover resources 
to advance one hundred thousand, as the dower of his wife. Such animad- 
versions, together with many more of a similar tendency, did not fail to 
awaken in the breast of Omar, those smothered sentiments of displeasure, 
with which it had been exasperated, by the death of Malek the son of 
Nowairah, and the premature espousal of his widow ; and he was, there- 
fore, the more easily impelled to convey his immediate instructions to Abii 
Obaidali, requiring him, should Khdied be found to have had the audacity 
to appropriate the effects, or in any other respect to have set at nought the 
rights of the faithful, to take from him the one half of what he was worth, 
and send him to Medeinab. 

In concurrence with the Khalifa instructions, Abfl Obaidah, in the 
inquiry which it was thought necessary to institute on the occasion, 
proceeded with circumstances so ignominious and degrading to Kh&led, 
that, considering the fierce and intractable disposition of the man, his 
endurance under such treatment appears something extraordinary; jf, 
according to some accounts, we are to believe, that he was compelled to 
reply to the interrogatories, with which he was importuned on the subject, 
with his turban tied about his neck, and held by one end by the common 
cryer. To this treatment, however, and to the fine of one half of his 
effects, which was immediately levied upon him, Khkied submitted with 
exemplary moderation ;§ alleging, that the dictates of resentment, however 
just, should not prevail with him to resist the will of his superiors. He 

* About S29/. fterling. Equivalent to, perhaps, ten times as much at the present day. 
t Houzut usfuffA. $ Habeib-usseyr. $ Roazut uwuffll. 
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A* H.XVL repaired to Medeinah, where, on hfs arr'vat, he was subjected to a 
A. D. 637 . second personal examination from the Khalif ; by whom he was condemned 
Rouzut to the further payment of forty thousand dirhems, being the moiety of all 
usynffa. he had been suffered to retain by the previous award of Abb Obaidah. 
Whence it may be estimated, that the whole of the property whfch he 
appears to have amassed, deducting what had been disbursi d in expen- 
sive largesses, may be calculated at one hundred and sixty thousand dirhems ; 
which, at the rate of five-pence half-penny to the dirhem, would amount 
to about three thousand six hundred and sixty seven pounds sterling ; 
and allowing for the fallen value of the precious metals since that period, 
may be rated as equal perhaps to ten times the sum at the present day. 
No exorbitant accumulation after all, when the numerous expeditions in 
which he was engaged, are taken into the account. And yet, if the 
scruples of Khbled were so little burdensome to him, as the character for 
strict and rigid justice universally ascribed to Omar, may lead us to sus- 
pect, the incumbrance of a private treasury could be easily dispensed with, 
when that of the public afforded such convenient resources. Such, 
however, were the multiplied and humiliating mortifications, to which, 
after the many and important serviccjs which he had rendered to Isslam, 
the undaunted Kh^led was destined to submit ; neither do we find that he 
was ever afterwards called into employment. 

At the death of this able and intrepid soldier, which is here stated to 
have taken place in the fifth of Omar, about the nineteenth year of the 
llidjeni, he lamented, that, after having sought the glory of martyrdom, in 
so many Bangui naiy conflicts, and felt the weapons of the enemy in every 
limb, he should at last be compelled to quit the world an ordinary and 
ignoble carcase. He directed, his horse and arms, and the only solitary 
slave in hie possession, to be disposed of, for the relief of the companions 
of his expeditions ; professing, that in all his actions, the object which he 
hod ever most ardently pursued, was the advancement of the law of G(»d, 
a» communicated through his prophet. It was now discovered, that the 
same horse and arms, and slave, above alluded to, comprized the whole of 
his property ; a circumstance, by which Omar was constrained to acknow- 
ledge that his suspicions had been unjust ; he even condescended to weep 
for the departed warrior, contrary to his avowed principle, that the tears of 
the afflicted were unbecoming the condition of humanity ; and derogatory 
to that spirit of resignation, which, under every trial, it behoved the brave 
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and good to exhibit towards the diapenaations of OmnipoteBoe. And wbm A* H. XVT. 
he had occasion to notice the unbounded affliction, into wl;t*cb the sister A.P. 637. 
of this celebrated chieftain appeared to be thrown, by the loss of her Bouzut 
brother, he sympathized with her ; observing, that so Ipqg as she restrained usbuIP* 
herself from tearing her clothes and cheeks, and from other violent demon- 
strations, she must be permitted to indulge her sorrows. It is added, aSiO' 
further proof of his posthumous esteem and unavailing regret, for one, 
whom the hand of death had now removed beyond the reach of envy and 
revenge, that, happening to pass, while the mother of Khkled was repeat- 
ing with tears of anguish, some of those numerous strains of panegyric, 
which had been drawn forth by the exploits of her intrepid son, he could 
not be withheld from the confession, that, so far as experience enabled 
him to judge, never mother had produced a son Uke Khdled, 

In another place, the death of Kh^led is recorded among the events of 
the tvventy.first of the flidjera, at Uamess, or Hems, when he had attained Habeib 
the age of sixty ; which, if entitled to credit, would argue, that he must usseyr. 
have been forty-nine, at the^eriod of the reduction of Mekkah ; it becomes 
therefore, difficult to explain how, or why, the contemptuous remark of 
Ahd Soffeyaii, touching the stripling who commanded the prophet’s 
advanced guard on that occasion, as adverted to in a former page, could be 
applied to him. It is further asserted, that his mother Lebauba, was the 
sister of Ayaishah, the prophet’s imperious wife, the mother of the faithful. 

If so, Khaled must have been, what does not otherwise appear, the grand- 
son of the Khalif AbA Bukker ; unless indeed, we could suppose, that his 
mother was the daughter of one of that prince’s wives, by a former 
husband. 

Before we proceed with the operations of the Persian war, it may be 
proper to close our account of Affairs in Syria, with a cursory and transient 
view of the progress of the Mosslemsin that quarter, between the sixteenth 
of the Hidjera and the death of Omar ; which took place in the twenty-third 
year of that ®ra. 

A short time subsequent to the capture of Aleppo, we find that the city 
of Antioch submitted to Abfi Obaidah ; receiving from him, as it is further 
stated, a numerous colony of Mahommedans. And much about the same 
period, by particular instructions from Omar, Maiiweiah was detached by 
that generaly with five thousand horse, against Kcyfar, who presided over 

Nf 
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A.H.XV1. Kaisareia,* on the part of Heracliua. This detachment was opposed by 
A. D, 637. Keyfar, at the head of fifty thousand men, but he was, notwithstanding his 
Habeib tenfold superiority, totally defeated, and Cmsarea submitted to the con- 
iisseyr, qiierors, Mauweiah remaining in the government of that city. 

As soon as he became master of Jerusalem, Omar authorized Amrfi to 
undertake the conquest of Egypt, into which, the latter immediately con- 
ducted his followers : and Artifin, who had so lately escaped from before 
them at Jerusalem, abandoned Messer, at the approach of the invaders ; so 
that Amrfi took possession of the capital of his government without oppo- 
sition, although the remainder of the province is said, by other historians, 
and very properly, not to have been completely subjugated until the 
twentieth of the Hidjera.j- 

On the death of Abfi Obaidahat Hems, in the fifty-seventh year of hU 
age, and the thirty-first of his profession of Mahommedanism, he was suc- 
AHXVllI. ceeded, according to his dying instructions, by Meyauz the son of Jcbhc), 
A.D.C3!). who survived his predecessor but a very short time ; sharing the fate of a 
multitude of others who fell a sacrifice to tfle plague, which, during the 
eighteenth year of the Hidjera, spread its ravages through Syria, and thj^ 
adjoining territory. On intelligence of the direful eflects of this desolating 
scourge, Omar hastened, by his presence, to repair, as far as possible, the 
distracted state of that afflicted country ; and during his residence at Hama 
in Palestine, while he filled the numerous vacancies occasioned by the 
pestilence, he established for the soldiery, a stipulated quantum of provi- 
sions; from which it might be inferred, that they were previously subsisted 
at random. Ue also assigned to the heirs of deceased Mosslems, all estates 
to which they could produce just and equitable claims ; the property to 
which no such claims could be established, he ordained to revert to the 
state ; and after a prudent regulation of these and other matters, the Kha- 
lif returned to Medeinah. 

In the mean time, Ayauz the son of Ghaunem, at the head of five 
thousand men selected from among the troops of Syria, proceeded by 
orders from Omar, to extend the usurpations of Mahommedanism into 
Jezzeirah andDiaiirbekir; the peninsula between the Tigris and Euphrates 
upwards. The operations of the invaders were first directed against Rakkab, 
one of the towns on the latter river, which was defended for some time, 
with considerable resolution, by Neitesb, one of the captains of Hera* 

* Caesarea. fA, D. 641. 
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cIhis ; driven, however, to extremity, and hopeless of relief, the place was A.H.XVm 
surrendered to the besiegers ; and the inhabitants, by an immediate pay- A. D. 639 . 
mcnt of twenty thousand dinaurs, and. an engagement for the future, to Habeib 
remit to the treasury at Medeinah, a capitation of four dinaurs a man, ussejr. 
with the tithe of all their cattle, were received into the protection oflssl&m, 
and permitted to follow the religion of their ancestors. It may be 
once for all observed, that in the early stage of their progress towards 
foreign dominion, the disciples of Mahommed were seldom, if ever, known 
to be extremely urgent for a change in point of faith; being in general 
easily prevailed upon to accept of a reasonable compromise, where the 
defence was not particularly aggravating ; on a probable presumption, that 
if their conquests proved permanent, such a change would be the natural 
result ; in which, in a very great measure, they appear to have been justi- 
fied by the event. 

Upon the reduction of this place, Ayauz advanced to Roha, better known 
to western nations by the name of Edessa ; which city also submitted on 
composition. The surrender of Harran and Aynulaswad, in the same 
quarter, followed on similar terms. He next invested Nessebein, the 
ancient Nisibis, which sustained a siege of several months. One of the 
expedients to which the Arabian chief had recourse; for the speedier 
reduction of this town, is so singular, that it appears worth the recol- 
lection. Having caused a great number of scorpions* to be collected, and 
inclosed in jars, he directed them to be thrown at night by his balistce, or 
projectile machines, into the works of the besieged ; and the jars being 
shattered to pieces by the concussion of their fall, ihe noxious and disgust- 
ful reptiles occasioned such horror and annoyance among the garrison, 
many of whom being stiing to death, that a deputation was immediately 
sent out to Ayauz, to treat fora capitulation ; but reasonable terms being 
denied them, hostilities were resumed, and the same curious and extraor*' 
dinary expedient again put in practice ; and the Mussulmans soon after- 
wards attacking the town by assault, it was carried with considerable 
slaughter, although a ransom of forty thousand dinaurs, j* and an engage- 
ment for annual tribute, is stated to have redeemed the inhabitants from 
the horrors of massacre and a general pillage. 

* The translator is at the same time, not at all assured, that his author has not here mis- 
taken a well known military machine of the ancients, for the venomous reptile of this name* 

t from 18,000/, to 23,000/. 
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A.H.XVIIT. The conqucstof Jezzeirah and Diaurbekir appears to have been completed 

A. D. ()39. by the capture of Nissebein ; and Ayauz consigning the governmentof those 
' Habeib territories to Autba the son of Fcrkud, the Selmian, was directed by Omar 
usscyr. to return into Syria, where, soon after his arriva], he died at £mesa or 
Hems, at the age of sixty, a favorite period of dissolution with our author, 
but it is scarcely necessary to repeat, that in numerical calculations, it is 
not always either safe or necessary to place implicit reliance on the tran- 
script of an oriental. 

A. H. XX. Among the events of the twentieth of the Hidjera, we find included 
A. D.641 . the death of the emperor Heraclius, in the thirty -first year and fifth month 
of a reign almost as fortunate in the commencement, as it was disastrous 
in the conclusion. We have already had occasion to notice an absurd 
belief disseminated by oriental historians, that so far hack as the ninth year 
of the Hidjern, while the Arabian prophet was encamped at Tabouc, this 
prince had secretly professed himself a convert to their faith ; for which 
there appears to exist no reasonable foundation whatever. He was, how- 
ever, succeeded in the throne of the Caesars by his son Constantine. 
A.H.XXI. In the course of the ensuing year, the twenty-first of the Hidjera, Amrfii 
A. D. (J42. Auss the governor of Egypt extended his conquests westward of the Nile 
to Nubia, Darca, and Tripoly, and other provinces of Africa, on the coast 
of the Mediterranean ; which were now successively subjugated, by the 
enterprising spirit of the Mosslems. The same year, is, according to some 
accounts, fixed for the death of Kh&led at Hems. 

A.H.XXI1I. In the twenty-third of tbe Hidjera, Mauweiah the son of AbuSoflfeyan, 
A. D. 6'44, on the death of his brother, the gallant Yezzeid, succeeded to the govern- 
ment of Damascus; reduced the cities of Asclani, or Ascalon, and Amftriah, 
in Fal<^stine ; and laid the foundation of that power, which ultimately 
enabled him to aspire to the throne of the Khalifs. in the succeeding 
chapter the attention of the reader will be directed to the operations of the 
Persian war ; from which it w\\\ probably appear, that there re<]uired as 
much time and exertion, to achieve the conquest of that single slip of 
territory, extending from .Terusalem to Antioch, and for the most part 
included between the course of the Orontes and the Mediterranean, 
was adequate to the subjugation of those extensive and opulent regions 
which fill the space between the Euphrates and the distant Oxus. A 
reflection, perad venture, not much to the advantage of the disciples of 
Zerati^sht. 



CHAP- IV. 


O N the death of the Khalif Ab{i Bukker, the Persian government; A-H- XflT. 

encouraged, probably, by^the prospect of a contest for the succession A. P. 634> 
among the Arabian chiefs, appears to have manifested an early disposition Rouzut 
to embrace the opportunity of opposing a more effectual resistance, to the usiuffft» 
incroachments of the Mahommedans, and of expelling them from their 
usurpations in the neighbourhood of the Euphrates. For this purpose, 
preparations unusually formidable were made, in order to attack the force 
under Mhthanna the son of Uirethab, the Sheibaoian, who had, for some 
time past, presided over the interests of the new religion in Arabian Irkk: 
and as M6thanna could not long remain a stranger to such preparations, he 
took, with the concurrence of his associates, the resolution of repairing, 
without delay, to the residence of the Khalifs, to solicit reinforcements. 

To serve, perhaps, as some kind of prelude, to the splendid and porten** 
tous events, which were to follow, we are told, that under the illusion of 
a dream, an unknown person appeared to this commander; and presenting 
him with a standard, announced the approaching dissolution of the empire 
of the Persians ; to accelerate which, he now required him to proceed im- 
mediately to Medeinah, to demand the assistance of Omar. And, as a 
proof that his fortunes were become the peculiar care of providence, we 
are further informed, that, while on his journey through the desert, on this 
occasion, he and the followers who accompanied him, lost their way ; but 
in the midst of the perplexity and alarm which seized them under such 
circumstances, they were suddenly and miraculously relieved by the voice . 
of an invisible guide, which, chanting, in melodious measure, the triumph 
of Issl^m, and the prostration of the standard of infidelity, reconducted 
them to their proper road. All which, if not precisely true, it was not 
very difficult to invent, in order to promote the designs of inordinate 
ambition and rapacity, against the possessions and opulence of a declining 
empire. 
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A.«,XTIT. fte tills, however, as it may, about the commencement of the reign of 
A. U, fe‘34, Omar, the person already mentioned came to Medeinah, and awakened 
Rouxut the attention of that prince to the present necessity and incalculable future 
uikurt.!. advantage, of furnishing powerful reinforcements; as well to secure the 
acquisitions already established in Ir&k, as enable him to take possession 
of the rich and splendid metropolis of the Persian monarchs. As an 
argument to prevail upon the Khalif, the more cheerfully to second his 
views on the occasion, he did not fail to represent the golden soil of the 
Chaldeans, if indeed it were not a disparagement, to call that golden, 
which bore a higher vailue than all the precious metals ; that soil so cele- 
brated for Its unparalleled felicity, for the perfection of its agriculture, the 
magiiifieence of its structures, the multitude of its flocks and herds, and 
the beauty and variety of its manufactures.; as inhal'iuil by a race of men 
not less remarkable for the noble and eommanding stature of their persons, 
than for the extreme timidity to wdiirhit w'as united. 

Convinced by tins latter circiimstHiice, that the splendid plans of spolia- 
tion now exhibited to his view, were within the scope of u very moderate 
share of enterprise and resolution, Omar embraced the very next occasion 
of public prayer, to call upon the congregation of the faithful not to omit 
such a glorious opportunity of fulfilling the predictions of their prophet ; 
who had, long since promised them the empire of the cast, and the exhaust- 
less treasures of the Cmsars and the successors of Cyrus. Hut it would 
.appear, that the Mussulman chiefs were not yet prepared to divest them- 
selves of those vast conceptions, w^hich they had ever been accustomed to 
entertain, of the power and resources of the Persian empire. However, 
the sense of danger receding, at last, before the dating splendor of the 
enterprise, and the prospect of that prodigious booty, which must be the 
reward of successful exertion ; Ab6 Obaidah the son of Mhssannd, of the 
tribe of Thakef, and father of the celebrated Mokhtaur, broke silence, and 
professed his .readiness to carry the orders of his sovereign into execution, 
at the head of the whole of his dependents. 

Selleit the son ot Keyss, the A nsaur, .expressing an equal inclination to 
second the views of the Khalif, the example of these respectable person- 
ages, w^as sufficient to excite the emulation of a multitude of others, who 
now contended for a share in the glorious enterprise; only stipulating, that 
in hifi selection of e general to command them, Omar would confine 
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himself to the two most distinguished orders of the Mahommedan eommu- A. H. xni. 
nity, the Mohaujer and Ansaur, or coexiles and auxiliaries of the prophet. A. D. 634. 
Nevertheless, declaring that the man who had stood forward to evince his Bouxut 
zeal and duty on the occasion, was alone justly entitled to such a prefer- 
ence, Omar conferred the command upon Abh Obaidah, though not 
included in either of those highly favored orders ; being a pupil only of 
the companions of the prophet, to' whom he had become a convert, proba- 
bly, at a more recent period. 

Before he dismissed him to take charge of the expedition, Omar thought 
fit to acquaint Ah(k Obaidah, that, although from an apprehension that his 
army might be led into unforeseen and unnecessary dangers^ by the ardent 
and impetuous spirit of Selleit, the chief command had therefore been 
withheld from him notwithstanding his otherwise superior claims ; he must, 
iirvorthcless, enjoin him to conduct himself towards that person with‘ the 
most respectful demeanor, and that he was to be governed in every under- 
taking by the suggestions of hii riper experience. These admonitions, like 
many others, we cannot forbear thinking to have been suggested, notwith- 
standing, after the event; because, to his obstinate disregard of the counsels 
of Selleit, have been ascribed the subsequent ilestruction of Abft Obaidah 
and the greater part of his army, as will presently appear. 

Be this, however, as it may, having joined the troops already employed a.H.XIV 
in Irak, Abu Obaidah, accompanied by the other chiefs, including MA- a. D. 635. 
thanua, who, though the original prompter, appears yet to have borne but a 
very, inferior authority in the enterprise, advanced to attack a body of the 
enemy stationed on the frontiers, under Jaban., a Persian commander of 
some distinction detached to this quarter by Kflistum Furrukh zaud, by 
others called Bustum the son of hormhz, ameir ul omra or lieutenant 
general of the empire : the throne of the Sassanides being* at this period, 
filled by a princess of the name of Tflirandokht. In a battle which soon 
afterwards ensued, this commander made himself conspicuous, by the most 
gallant personal exertions, and by killing with his own hand several of the 
bravest of the Mosslems who ventured to assail him. But being himself 
at last unhorsed and brought to the earth, by one of the Arabian warriors 
of the order of the Ansaur, the latter bestrode his bosum^ and was about 
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A.U.X1^^• to sever his head from the body, when the fatal blow was suspended by 
A. D. 636, the cry of La iJIaub, &c. there is no God bat God, from the lips of bU 
prostrate adversary ; who seized the aweful pause to tell him, that if he 
ussuftii. spared his life, he would make him the possessor of a male and female 
slave, of such surpassing excellence as should challenge the surprise and 
envy of all his associates. The Arab gave his assent ; and returning to join 
his fellows in arms’, accompanied by the Persian chief, they demanded if 
he was aware of the rank and importance of his captive ; adding, that instead 
of two, if he had required two hundred slaves as his ransom, he would not 
have been refused ; the soldier observed, that the information was now not 
very material, because he was determined to be faithful to his engagement. 
As some compensation, however, for this unexpected instance of generosity, 
the Persian doubled his ransom, with the addition of two thousand dirhems; 
and becoming an immediate convert to Issi&m, arose, at a subsequent 
period, to distinguished eminence anK>ng the proselytes of Mahommedan- 
ism. The victory remained, it may be necessary to observe, with Abh 
Obaidah. 

Before he could well proceed to divide the spoils of his victory, a report 
was made to Abb Obaidah, thatNersy the queen of Persia’s cousin german, 
with a very considerable force, was encamped iindpr the walls ofSekatiah;, 
and that Jalein^s, another Persian commander, with a body of twenty 
thousand men, was on his march to join him; on which the Arabian 
general judiciously determined to attack these troops before they could 
form a junction. He accordingly led his army first against the division of 
Nersy, whom be succeeded ip defeating; and shortly afterwards, falling in 
with that which was marching against him under Jaleinbs, he attacked 
him with equal good fortune, and compelled him in disgraceful plight, to 
announce his discomfiture to the general of the empire, at this period 
employed in assembling the whole force of his country in the neighbour- 
hood of the Persian metropolis. 

To retrieve these accumulated discomfitures, and, if possible, arrest the 
sticcessful progress of the Mosslems, the choice of Riistum, was now, by 
the opinion of his council, bespoken for Bohmun Jaudd ; whose courage 
and experience seem to have been sufficiently signali^d, to mark him for 
the post of danger on this occasion. He was accordingly dispatched at 
the head of a numerous army, of eighty thousand men, according to some 
l< * Bohmun the magician. 
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writers, to give battle to the enemy ; with instnictiona to place the dis- a.H.X!V, 
honored Jaleinhs with the advanced division, and to put him to death, if A. D. 6S5. 
he gave any further proof of pusillanimous behaviour. The Persian general BiaiMt 
then led his troops, without obstacle, to the Euphrates ;^on the banks of uMoftl. 
which river, at a station called yEssenautek, and opposite, it is said, to a 
position occupied by the Mosslems on the other side, he pitched his camp. 

Elated by the presumption of recent success, Abh Obaidah, in spite 
of the remonstrances of Selleit the son of Keyss, and notwithstanding the 
vast inferiority of his force, determined to cross the river, and attack the 
Persians ; and for this purpose, one of his captains was immediately directed 
to construct a bridge, of such materials as could be most expeditiously got 
together for the occasion. He was suffered to complete the passage of the 
Euphrates, as it would appear, without molestation from the Persian 
general ; who, though considerably surprised at the audacity of the move- 
ment, prepared without further delay, to give battle to the Arabs, whose 
utmost strength, if their writers are entitled to credit, did not exceed nine 
thousand men. In the conflict which ensued, the Mosslems appear at an 
early period to have been thrown into confusion, by the elephants ' dis- 
posed along the front of the Persian line, and particularly by one, which, 
for its singular whiteness and enormous bulk, was conspicuous beyond the 
others. This, Abii Obaidah, after making himself acquainted with the ‘ 
part in which it was most vulnerable, and again setting at nought the 
expostulations of the son of Keyss, resolved to assail. On the back of the 
animal, in a rich and splendid amhaurah, sat Shcberyaur a noble Persian 
of great distinction, accompanied by several attendants, from whom, how- 
ever, the intrepid Mussulman met with no obstacle in his approach. 

His first object was to cut the ropes that secured the amh&rah, which 
brought the riders headlong to the earth; and the animal now directing its 
fury against the daring assailant, the latter, with a dextrous sweep of his 
scimitar, struck off the proboscis or trunk of the elephant ; but while he 
was endeavouring to witlidraw, the foot of Abfi Obaidah slipping, he 
came to the ground ; and the animal thus mortally wounded falling on the 
same spot, crushed him to death with the weight of its enormous carcase. 

Selleit the son of Keyss, and several more who successively assumed the 
command in the course of the action, having shared the fate of their 
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A. H.XIV* general, the hopeless chaige devolved at lengthen M^thanna; fbr the 
A.D. consternation of the Arabs, on the loss of so many leaders, was now too 

llouxui widely spread to admit of remedy. They were giving way on all sides, 

vssuil'ft. and his most an^yous concern was. to secure their retreat. jM)r this pur> 
pose he dispatched oue of his followers, to prevent, if possible, the fugitives 
from breaking down the bridge of the Euphrates in their confusion ; while, 
with a chosen few, he remained to cover the rear against the eftbrtsof their 
pursuers. On this occasion, it is in general affirmed, that one ot those 
stationed for the protection of the bridge, perceiving the disorderly flight* 
of the Arabs, determined to destroy it ; in the idea, that the fiigiiives, 
finding themselves cut off from all hope of safety by a continuance of their 
flight, would be induced to rally and meet the enemy. But in this he was 
deceived. Rather than encounter the swords of their pursuers, the Arabs 
chose the hazard of perishing in the Euphrates ; and without further 
deliberation, plunging into the stream, were the greater part of them 
drowned, before they could succeed in gaining the opposite hank : while 
Miithaniia and his gallant associates, by a generous and resolute exertion, 
cheeking the pursuit of the Persians, made good their retreat at a more 
distant part of the river, and took post at at place called Thaulehiali, in 
which they immediately prepared to resist the further attempts of the 
enemy. In this action, which took place in the fourteenth t>f the Llidjera, 
and in the disorderly flight across tlu? Euphrates which succeeded to it, 
there is acknowledged to have fallen four thousand Mussulmans. I'wo thou- 
sand escaped to Medeinah, and three thousand, or according to others, i^ot 
more than one thousand, remained with Mhthanna. 

When intelligence of this disaster, the most severe that had befallen the 
Mahommedaiis sinpe the death of their prophet, was conveyed to Omar, 
he directed the messenger to return, without delay, with orders to Mil- 
thanna, to remain in his post, until such time as he should be joined by 
the reinforcements which were preparing for his relief. And as soon as 
they could be drawn together from their several tribes, a considerable body 
of troops, under Jerreir the son of Abdullah, proceeded accordingly, with 
the necessary expedition to the station atThMebiah, where Mbthanna had 
been suffered to remain, fortunately, without molestation from the enemy. 

Having joined the troops of Mbthanna, Jerreir advanced into the terri- 
tory of Heirah, and encamped at Deir-e-hind, from whence lie sent detach- 
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ments, in various directions, to plunder and lay waste the country ; but A.H.XIV. 
the approach of another Persian army, under Mehran the son of Bidan, or A.D« Ssfu 
as he 18 otherwise denominated, Mehran Mahrhiab, soon afterwards compel- Rouzut 
led him to reassemble his force. usaufft. 

Another battle became unavoidable ; in which the Persians probably 
flushed with their former victory, were prevailing against the right wing of 
the Mussulmans commanded by Mbthanna, when Jerreir, and Auddi the 
son ot Hautem, bringing the left and centre into action, enabled him to 
rally his division. The battle became then general, and obstinately disputed 
on all sides, until Mehran the Persian chief, being dismounted by one of 
the Arabs, his head was struck off by Jerreir ; although, according to 
others, the death of this general has been ascribed to Mhthanna. However 
that may be, the Persians, intimidated by the fall of their commander, were 
thrown into contusion, and fled in all directions, pursued with dreadful 
execution by the now once in^ire victorious Mussulmans ; whose vengeance 
was so sajiguiiiary and successful on the occasion, that this day has been 
by liisioriaiis denominated the day of decimation, YAtn ul mhaur : every 
individual iii the Mahomiriedaii army beiug slated to have killed ten of his 
adversaries, and the slaughter on the side of the Persians is therefore 
estimaU'd at one hundred thousand men. 

The Mussulmans having thus reestablished their superiority in the field 
of battle, some of the inhabitants of ileirah made it known to Mfithaima, 
that there was in their neighbourhood, a village called Baghdad ; at which 
was held a noted moiilhly fair, celebrated for the numerous resort of mer- 
chants, who assembled there from all parts of the country tor the disposal 
of every species of the most valuable commodities ; and which, if he could 
succeed iii surprising at the proper period, he might ensure to hims<'ll' and 
his compauioiis, ever after, a life of enjoyment in the midst of opulence. 

Ill consequence of this information, Mfithaima proceeded into the district 
dependant on Anhaiir,and although the natives disappeared into their hiding 
places oil his approach, he prevailed on their chief; by a pron^ise of con- 
firming him in the government of the district, ta repair to his camp. 

Prom him, after communicating bis design, be demanded guides to conduct 
him, at the proper season, to Bagbd&d ; and that abridge should be thrown 
over the Euphrates, in order to afibrd his troops a passage into the penin- 
sula, All this he obtained without much difficulty ; and having crossed the 
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A«K*XIV« Euphrates, and conveyed his followers to a convenient distance Tor his 
D. 635. purpose without alarming the vicinity, he came so suddenly and opporp 
Rouzut tunely upon the then defenceless village, that a prodigious booty, the 
ussuS's, property of the merchants collected for the fair, was taken possession of 
by these fortunate plunderers. 

Stripped of their property, the merchants fled to Mediein, and laying 
their grievances before the throne, besought their queen to avenge their 
injuries on the ruthless depredators: and intelligence of the multiplied 
aggressions and violence of the Arabs coming in, at the same time, from 
various other quarters of Irak, Tikraiidokht btcame at last very urgent with 
the lieutenant general of the empire, to proceed in person, to vindicate the 
honor of her government, and chastize the insolent invadcTs. Instead 
however of evincing his obedience to the orders of his sovereign, the son 
of Furruklizaud entered into a conspiracy with the nobles of her court, for 
the immediate snbverston of her authority; alleging, that the calamities 
which afflicted the empire were to be ascribed alone to the imbecility 
inseparable from female administration. Having subscribed to this opinion, 
a resolution was adopted to set on foot an inquiry, in order to discover 
some descendant of the iUiistrious Nnushirvaun, whom they might estab- 
lish on the throne of his ancestors. This inquiry led them to the know- 
ledge of Yezdejird the son of Sbeheryaur, at this period residing in humble 
obscurity at Istakbar of Farss, the ancient Persepolis. And him, they 
accordingly conducted without obstacle, to Meddein ; where, about the 
commencement of the fifteenth year of the Hidjera, on the deposition of 
the princess Tillrandokht, he received the sceptre of the Persian monarchy ; 
the extinction of which, in hie own person, he, peradventure, little sus- 
pected to be so near at hand. 

On the accession of Yezdejird, the preparations already set on foot, in 
order to chastise and repel the progressive incroachments of the Mdssul- 
mans, received additional vigor from the fresh and active zeal of the new 
monarch; neither was the whede force of the empire under its chief 
general, deemed now more than adequate to defend it against the insati^ 
ate rapacity and boundless ambition of those half civilized and sanguinary 
barbarians. In the mean time, letters were distributed throughout the 
Chaldean territory, to excite the inhabitants to rise upon their invaders, 
and to cut them off wherever it was practicable ; in consequence of which. 
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•uch formidable insurrections broke out in different parts of' their recent A.H.X1V. 
acquisitions in the neighbourhood of the Euphrates, that the Arabs were A. P.635, 
massacred in considerable numbers; and their affairs in thisquarter appeared, Beuzut 
therefore, to experience a temporary decline ; while those of the Persians, ussuIBU 
on the other hand, assumed, in some degree, a triumphant aspect. This 
proved, however, like the brighter gleam of an expiring taper, the sad pre* 
lude of defeat and dissolution. 

When he received intelligence of this unfavorable posture of affairs in 
Irak, Omar was about to leave Medeinah, on the usual pilgrimage to 
Mekkah ; and he, therefore, for the present, contented himself by charging 
the messenger to return without delay, and assure both Jerreir and MfW 
thanna, that the moment he was at leisure from the performance of the 
sacred and indispensable duties of their common faith, in which he was 
then engaged, his first and utmost exertions would be employed to send 
them speedy and effectual relief. Accordingly, when he had dispatched 
the ceremonies of the visitation, which are well known to close with the 
£id-e-korbaun, or festival of sacrifice, on the^tenth of Zilhudje, Omar’s 
first concern, on returning to Medeinah, was to assemble his council, in 
order to deliberate on what was best calculated to frustrate the designs of 
the enemy ; in particular, whether it was not advisable to head his 
troops in person, in e bold and decisive attempt against the Persian metro- 
polis ; or whether it would be more discreet, to confide the execution of 
such an undertaking, to some one of the gallant chiefk at his ooinmand, . 
whose character and skill in martial affairs were sufficiently distinguished, 
to ensure the probability of bringing it to a successful termination. To 
those, who, with Abbas, and Ally, and Telhah the son of Obaidullafa, 
governed their opinions by a provident calculation of future results, the 
latter medium seemed most conformable to the dictates of sound policy; 
although the pacific Othman is said to have urged the expediency of the 
former. But as the opinion which bore the sanction of Ally and his 
respectable relative, probably, sqiiared best with his own sentiments, Omar 
subscribed to it with a good grace; as well as to the nomination of Saud the 
son of Abi Wekuuss, the destined subverter of the Persian monarchy^ 
whom they further recommended to the distinguished command of the 
whole force to be employed in the expedition. 



A. H. XV. On his departure from Medeinali, among other instructions which he 
A. D. 6*37. received from Omar, Saud was desired to be particularly punctual in trans^ 
Houzut mitting a report of his proceedings, not only at the close, but at the 
iispuffft. commencement of every stage, most probably during the whole war; and 
he was further expressly enjoined, when he reached Kaudsiah, to encamp 
at that place; as a spot, from its sandy and inaccessible situation, peculiarly 
well calculated to preserve the health of his troops, and to secure himself 
from the attempts of the enemy, until the arrival of those reinforcements 
which would be immediately ordered to join him from all quarters. 
With a force which is differently estimated from four to six thousand men, 
Saud proceeded, and according to his instructions, fixed bis head quarters 
as a general rendezvous for the army, at Kaudsiah, or as it is more generally 
denominated Kadesia, described to be situated on the skirls of the desert, 
about two stages from KCkfah, aud about one hundred and eighty three miles 
from Baghdad. 

In the mean time, Omar .despatched orders to A1)A Mhssa Eshaury, 
whose government is not irninodiately specifiofl, to reinforce the army 
assembling at Kaudsiah with such troops as he could spare; and Moghairah 
the son of Shiaubuh, with one thousand horse, was accordingly detached 
by that chieftain to join Saud. Similar orders were sent to other quarters ; 
and particularly to AbA Obaidali the lioiiteiiaiii of Syria, by whom a res- 
pectable defacliinerit was immediately forwarded on its way towards Irak, 
under Keyss the son of Uobairah; who was accompanied by Haiishem the 
son of Auttebah, the nephew of Saude Wekauss, with ALshauth the son 
of Keyss, and Malck .\shtur the intrepid Nudjefitc. In short, it is affirmed, 
that exclusive of many thousand others of inferior description, Saud num- 
bered, ultimately, beneath his standard, of the veterans of the field of Bei- 
der, twenty warriors ; of those, who served at the reduction of Mekkah, 
three hundred; and of the sons of Mahommed’s faithful associates, not less 
than nine hundred. And lastly, though of no material importance to the 
narrative, we are informed that MAthanua, the strenuous promoter of the 
war against the Persians, died, sometime previous to the arrival of Saud ; 
whtMi his widow, at the expiration of the proper interval, became the wife 
of that celebrated commander. 

* Mr. Gibbon, p. S 66 . octavo edition, vol. 9 . 
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When apprised that the MuBsulman force was encamped at Kaudiiah^ A. H. XV. 
the Persian monarch transmitted to Saud a request, that he would A.D. 636. 
aend to Medliein a deputation properly qualified to receive from him Rousut 
certain propositions, which he was disposed to communicate. This, the imuift* 
Arabian commander very readily complied with ; and a selection from 
among his subordinate chiefs, to whom Moghairah the son of Shiaubah 
became the spokesman or orator, proceeded accordingly to the Persian 
metropolis, where they were admitted to an interview with Yezdejird in 
bis palace ; the particulars of which as they afford some curious recollec* 
tions, it may be not improper to describe. 

The Arabian deputies presented themselves before Yeadejird in the 
ordinary two coloured striped camelots of their country, with small whips 
in their hands, and rustic sandals on their feet, the circumstances which 
appear to have first attracted the notice of the polished and luxurious 
Persian ; and he accordingly demanded of Moghairah, through his inter- 
preter, by what name they distinguished this uncouth species of apparel* 

The reply was, that they called it bUrridy which term in Persian, occasionally 
signifies, to ca$T}f captke ; on which the Prince emphatically observed, 
that they would indeed capture the world ; an observation which he repeated 
so olteii, that his courtiers changed colour. He next demanded what name 
tliey applied to the article which they carried in their hands, and being 
informed that they called it Sikte^ which, in the Persian idiom, was at some 
period used for heat or burning, he exclaimed, that they had consumed, 
or blasted, the fair possessions of the Persian empire ; he only trusted that an 
avenging deity would consume them in return. He lastly required to be 
informed, by what appellation he was to bring to mind, the, to him strange 
and barbarous appendages, which they exhibited on their feet, and was 
told, that the same term was applied to them, as in Persian denotes 
lamentation ; to this he added, that they had too truly introduced into 
his once flourishing dominions, too many occasions of lamentation and 
woe. He then proceeded to address the deputies at some length, telling 
them, that an all bounteous providence, in selecting him to rule over 
widely extended nations, had brought within the circle of his authority, 
the proudest and most powerful princes of the earth ; an authority, from 



A. H. XV* which none had hitherto shewn a disposition to withdraw. This was 
A. D. 636. reserved for the Arabs, whom, of all mankind, he esteemed the basest and 
tluu;sut w* 08 t contemptible. After dbtaining access to the favored regions of the 
usbufti. Persian empire, partly on pretences of trade and travel, and partly impel- 
led by the poverty and wretchedness of their native deserts ; after tasting the 
diderencc between the delicious repasts and refined living, to which they 
were here introduced, and the odious lizards* flesh, and other disgusting 
and loathsome aliments, to which at home they had been accustomed ; these 
barbarians, clad in the soft apparel of an improved and polished people, 
returned to describe to their ferocious countrymen, the blessings anrf 
enjoyments of a more fortunate soil. That, with their savage appe. 
tites thus whetted to a pitch of insatiate rapacity, they now obtruded 
tliomsclves in multitudes, sword in hand, to inculcate ft^rsooth the doctrines 
of a new religion; under which insidious mask, to bring, in reality, the 
opulent possessions bestowed upon him by the supreme dispenser of 
benefits, within the scope of their destroying ravages. 

After compelling them to listen for some time to these and similar 
observations, equally just and severe upon their national character, Yez- 
dejird related to them the following fable, the application of which, they 
could be at no great loss to discover. “ A fox having stolen into a vine- 
yard, at a time when it abounded with the most luxuriant crop of grapes, 
fell to, and regalc'd himself without restraint upon the delicious repast 
** thus laid out for him by the bounteous hand of nature ; and the master 
** of the vineyard, instead of punishing him on the spot to secure himself 
“ against future depredations, suffered the spoiler to depart unmolested ; 
** alleging, that the trt'sspass of a •single animal, could occasion but little 
^ injury to the abundant crop with which bis vines were loaded. The fox, 
** however, rejoining his comrades, did not fail to give them a becoming > 
report of the voluptuous banquet, to which his good fortune had just 
“ conducted him ; and offering to be their guide to the scene of enjoyment, 
“ they -accompanied him with eager appetites to the vineyard ; where, in 
** the midst of the devastation which they were committing upon his 
' “ property, they were observed by the owner ; it needed no further proof 

“ to convince him of his error, and, immediately securing the passage by 
which the marauders had entered, as a just punishment for the injury^ 
he put them all to death.” To this, the Persian monarch further added, 
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(allter once more repeating, that he considered them as viekmi iil dhtpeaition, a. H. XV. 
end as unprincipled in morals, as they were contemptible in point of A.D.6S6. 
number) that were he inclined to take advantage of theoii he was not Hbusat 
without the means of treating them in the same manner as the master of tmS^ 
the vineyard had ultimately treated the invaders of his property; but from 
this, he said, he was withheld, from a consideration that they had been 
impelled to all their rash proceedings, by that state of wretchedness and 
want, which they were condemned to experience in their native land. 

And it was from a sentiment of compassion, arising from such considera- 
tion, that he ^as now induced to propose to them to withdraw from his 
dominions; pledging himself in such a case, to furnish them, with such an 
abundant supply of every article of which they stood in need, as would 
be amply sufficient to load themselves and all their cattle : to which, from 
mere spontaneous charity, he should moreover add, complete suits of 
apparel for all their chieftains. In short, he would engage, that not an 
individual ainongst them should return to his country with a dnj tongue. 

If, on the contraiy, the spirit of rapacity, or misguided ambition, should 
mislead them to reject this fair and liberal proposal, the ministers of his 
vengeance should overtake them with such dreadful retribution, that not 
one of them should escape alive to relate the story. 

When Yezdejird had brought his address to a conclusion, Moghairah 
who had undertaken to sp(:ak for his colleagues, began to reply, by acknow- 
ledging, with a solemn asseveration, the truth of what bad been alleged 
with respect to the wretched and scanty resources, possessed by his coun- 
trymen, the Arabs, for the sustenance of life. That the devouring of 
lizards flesh was indeed an extenuation of those extremities to which they 
were often reduced ; because it not unfreqiiently happened, that they were 
driven to the cruel alternative of burying their daughters alive, to rescue 
them from the horrors of famine. To siitisist on the flesh of carrion, and 
on blood, under such circumstances, would, perhaps, be considered by no 
-means extraordinary ; any more than that the ties of consanguinity posses- 
sed such little influence on their minds, that the murder of their nearest 
relatives was with such men of little importance, when put in competition 
with the attainment of their property ; and that the attainment of property 
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A.H. XV. by means so sanguinary, was with them not unusually, its greatest recorn- 

A. D. 63b'. mendation. Such then, as his Persian majesty had most truly represented, 
Rouzut being the nature of their food, perhaps his countrymen could boast of not 
uflsuffii. greater advantages in point of dress, which was, in genera), made up of the 

skins of their sheep and camels ; and when to this catalogue of miseries, 
was added the deplorable defect of intellect, which rendered them inca- 
pable of discriminating between the most obvious questions of right and 
wrong, or of truth and falsehood, there could be little dispute in placing 
them in the lowest rank of human beings. Yet to a people thus degraded, 
did it please Omnipotence, from a stock remotely illustrious, to send his 
prophet, charged with that sacred code of revelations, so justly entitled to 
their utmost respect and lasting veneration. By some, however, he was 
branded with the name of impostor ; while, by others, he was zealously 
received as the apostle of truth : whence originated a tedious and sangui- 
nary civil war between the parties, in which those whom a happier destiny 
had led to embrace the righteous cause of the prophet, were ultimately 
triumphant over its opponents. He then concluded, by declaring that 
their prophet had bequeathed to his followers a positive command, which, 
delivered as it was under divine inspiration, they were bound to obey ; to 
make war against all the enemies of bis faith, on the promise of a mansion 
in everlasting bliss to such as perished in the cause ; and the treasures of 
the earth to those who survived. To avert the evils to which he was 
otherwise exposed, he, therefore, now solemnly invited Yezdejird to 
embrace the doctrines of that pure law ; by which he would shield his 
subjects against all intrusion, and against every species nf exaction ; except- 
ing a moderate contribution in proportion to their means, for the purposes 
of charity ; and the ordinary aid of one tenth, as it is called, which they 
would be required to subscribe towards the expences ot the state. If au 
auspicious providence did not lead him to embrace this happier destiny, the 
next alternative submitted to his choice, was that of becoming tributary : 
but if he acceded to neither of these proposals, he must prepare for war. 
On this subject, one of the historians, a native of K 6 fab, has assured us, 
that Moghairah, when he mentioned the alternative of tribute, as if of 
itself the proposal was not sufficiently humiliating, accompanied it with 
conditions so degrading, that it isscarcely possible todeteimine, which was 
most extraordinary, the insolence which conveyed, or the forbearance 
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which could overlook them, without inflicting immediate vengeance, a. H. XV« 
The haughty descendant of Noushirvaun, was informed in the presence of A. D. 6S6. 
his whole court, that he must deal out this disgraceful, but sometimes Rousut 

unavoidable acknowledgement of inferiority, standing on bis feet, with^a unaffH. 

whip suspended over his head. 

On receiving this insolent and audacious proposal, the Persian monarch 
appears to have experienced the full measure of indignation, which it was 
calculated to awaken ; but he contented himself with a confession, that he 
never supposed it possible that he could have lived to witness such 
atrocious presumption from any human beings, much less from such as he 
had already declared he conceived them to be ; that whatever marks of 
courtesy and indulgence he had been otherwise previously disposed to shew 
them, were now intirely precluded by the unparalleled audacity with which 
they had dared to insult his presence ; and that from him, therefore, they 
had nothing to expect but the dust of the earth. One of tbh attendants 
having, accordingly, brought in a basket of earth, the deputies were 
directed to take charge of it, and to cast it on the head of that person who 
held the most distinguished and honorable place in their nation ; with his 
possitive as^^iirance, that sooner than he was aware ot, the Persian army 
would be at hand, to bury both him and his followers in the ditch of 
Kaudsiah. With this message, the Arabian deputies were permitted to 
leave the palace of Yezdejird ; and having rejoined the encampment of their 
countrymen, they made a faithful disclosure to their general of all the 
circumstances of their interview with the Persian monarch; the ceremony 
of the basket of earth not forgotten. At the same time, it is to be observed, 
that other authors are cited, as representing the circumstances above des- 
cribed, to have taken place at a conference, not with Yezdejird, but with 
his minister Ri!kstiim the son of Furrf^kh zaud, when the Persian army had 
advanced to the neighbourhood of Kaudsiah. 

Having discarded from his thoughts all further attempts at negociation, 

Yezdejird resolved at length, in order to defeat the ambitious designs of 
the enemy, to employ the more powerful and decisive argument of the 
sword. For this purpose, Hhstum the Ameir ul Omra of the empire, 
with an army, the numbers of which may possibly be exaggerated at one 
hundred and twenty thousand men, proceeded towards Kaudsiah, at some 
distance from which, at g plac^ called Deir-e-OghAr, he encamped; 



110 

A.H.XV; according to others, he pitched his camp at Sabaut, Unfortunately, per- 
haps, for the cause in which he was engaged, the Persian general was an 
llouzut adept in judicial astrology ; and had discovered from certain unfavorable 
4UKuffit. indications in the heavenly l)odies, that the period was arrived, when the 
imperial power was to be transferred from, the Persians to the Arabians. 
Ill consequence of this discovery, during an interval of four months which 
he consumed in his encampment, his attention appears to have been prin- 
cipally engaged in fruitless negociat'ions, and in devising expedients to 
protract hostilities, without the -hazard of a battle ; but, finding at last that 
it could be no longer avoided, he prepared for the conflict ; in which, 
notwithstanding the aweful prepossessions which preyed upon his mind, 
he ap|K*aFB to have acquitted himself with considerable firmness and intre- 
pidity. 

Without fatiguing the attention of the reader, by entering into a circum- 
stantial detail of the events of the fatal battle of Kaud«iiali, as given at large 
by the author of the Houzut ussufll, the object of these pages will be, 
perhaps, bettor fulfilled by confining the relation to a few of the leading 
particulars, reduced to a reasonable compass from the Habeib iisseyr ; a 
work buvlt upon the foundation of, and more accurately digested than the 
former ; to which, from the enormous mass of materials with which it is 
loaded, the life of its author w'as probably too short, to give that perspicuous 
arrangement, the defect of which, together perhaps with its painful prolix- 
ity, is at present felt and complained of, as its greatest blemish. 

Habeib Informed that the Persians were approaching to attack him, S^ude 
iisieyr. Wekauss disposed of his army now gradually augoiented to thirty 
thousand men, as it is represented, in order of battle in three lines, giving 
charge of the right wing to Sheijabeil the son of Simmet ; of the left, to 
Ibrauhim the son of Haureth, the brother of Miithanna ; and of the centre 
to Keyss the son of llobairah ; and as he was himself disabled from mount- 
ing his horse, by an attack of the Sciatica, he delegated the general charge 
of the whole to Khaled the son of Orrifah ; taking his station in person, on 
one of the terraces of the palace, or castle of Kaudsiah, from whence he pos- 
sessed a commanding view of the field of battle. His captains w’ere finally 
directed to consider the first tekbeir, which they should hear him utter 
from his post, as the signal to adjust their ranks ; the second, to fix their 
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airows in the level, to couch their lances, and draw thdr swords ; and the 
third, to rush upon their adversaries. 

The Persian general, on the other hand, after making a general arrange- 
ment of his troops into thirteen lines, assigned the command of an advanced 
corps of forty thousand men, notwithstanding his former discomfiture, to 
Jaleinvis. The right wing of his main body was conducted by Hoimfizan; 
the left, by Mehran the son of Behraum Rauzy ; and the centre, by himself 
ifi person. Immediately in front of the centre, he stationed eighteen of 
the six and thirty elephants, which accompanied his army, each carrying 
from twenty to four and twenty archers ; and the remaining eighteen, he 
divided equally in front of the right and left wings. And in this array, 
soon after the sun had gilded the eastern horizon, Rfifstum, in armour 
glittering with gold and gems, presented his troops for battle ; while the 
Mussulmans, confidant in former victorjr, and in the support of Omnipo- 
tence, unsheathed their swords of tempered steel, and bid defiance to their 
opponents. 

The usual prelude to the general conflict was now exhibited, in a variety 
of single combats which took place in the interval by which the 
contending armies were yet separated. Among others^ Hormfizan was 
encountered, overthrown, and taken prisoner, by Ghauleb the son of 
Abdullah, of the tribe of Assud, by whom he was immediately conducted 
to the presence of Saud. When, however, their rage had been sufficiently 
stimulated by these exhibitions of individual prowess, the armies could be 
no Ifinger prevented from closing. The Arabs, though they suffered con- 
siderable annoyance from the onset of the elephants, were at first successful 
m bearing down the right and left wings of the enemy ; but meeting with 
a firm and resolute resistance from the troops of the centre, where Rhstum. 
commanded in person, they were repulsed in turn, and thrown into disor- 
der ; from which, according to some authorities, they were only recovered 
by the unlookc^d for, and extraordinary exertions of Abfi Mohudjen 
disguised in the armour of Saud. But the setting sun soon afterwards 
putting an end to the contest, both parties withdrew to their encampments, 
neither claiming the advantage on this day ; which, in succeeding times, 
obtained the designation of Rouz-e-Ermautb, the day of weariness, or 
perhaps,^ concussion. 
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A» H. XV. On the morning of the ensuing day, afterwards distinguished by the 
A. D. 636* appellation of Kouz-e-£ghwauth, the day of succours, when the sun in 
Hab«ib ’ radiant nuyesty had displayed his crimson banners, the conflict was renewed : 
iMs^r* and while the armies were thus engaging with equal fury and obstinacyt 
the advanced guard of the Syrian reinforcements, dispatched by Abh Obai« 
dah to the support of his countrymen, suddenly made its appearance under 
Kaukia the son of AmrOi ; and in three fierce and successful charges, greatly 
contributed to damp the ardour of the Persians. To this chieftain indeed, 
by the author of the Rouzut ussuffa, are ascribed the most distinguished 
achievements of the second day. By the death of Bohmun JaudOi, who 
now fell by his hand, he avenged the disastrous fate of AbCi Obaidah MCis- 
saoud, and the numerous victims of his rashness, who perished in the 
disgraceful discomfiture of the bridge ; and by the slaughter of no less than 
thirty of the most eminent Persians, the last of whom was Bflzhrjetncher 
the Hamadaniari, whom he successively fought and killed with his own 
hand in the course of the action, he seems for a time to have acquired a 
decided superiority for the Mosslems. 

But among theiucidents of this day, which in our author’s idea, seems 
afsuff& entitled to a particular relation, it may not be improper to select an instance 
of ardent courage in a Mahommedan warrior, of the name of Abh Mohud- 
jen ; which from its singularity, and the example which it affords of the 
enthusiastic spirit by which the early votaries of Isslam were animated, 
we may be pardoned for including in our narrative. While his associates 
were engaged in the conflicts of the field of battle, this chieftain was under 
confinement, with fetters on his legs, in one of the chambers of the palace 
of Kaudsiah ; to which he had been condemned by his general, for trans- 
gressing in the article of wine. But when he bad continued for some time 
to view the exertions of the combatants, from an angle of the terrace on 
which he was seated, his ardour to participate in their achievements could 
be restrained no longer ; and he addressed his intreaties to one of the females 
of the family of Saud, to prevail upon Selma to procure for him the pye- 
bald mare and armour of her husband ; solemnly engaging, if he lived till 
the evening, to resume his fetters and his place in confinement. R^ing 
on the faith of his assurances, this female obtained for him the objfft of 
his entreaties, and enlarging him from his fetters, he was permitted to 
nrm himself, and join his compatriots. His singular valour and impetuous 
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and irresistible career in different directions, soon attracted the admiration a. H. XT. 

and astonishment of all parties, though none could yet identify the indi- A.D. 656, 

viduai in whom they shone so conspicuous. The extraordinary prowess Rouzut 

of the unknown could not long escape the observation of Saud, who unuftl. 

inquired of his attendants if they were acquainted with the person of this 

stranger ; and being unable to gratify his curiosity, he exclaimed in admira^ 

tion, that if he could suppose it possible that the immortal Khezzer* was ever 

present on such occasions, he should have no hesitation in announcing 

his belief, that he had assumed the form of the unknown warrior. But 

the reaction of the two armies bringing AtiA Mohudjen at length nearer 

to the gates of the castle, Saud obtained an opportunity of observing him 

with closer attention ; and he desired his attendants to note, that the horse 

and armour were certainly his, while the action of the stranger greatly 

resembled that of Ab& Mohudjen, whom he should have pronounced him 

to be, were he not assured that he was in confinement. At the close of 

clay, Ab6 Mohudjen, faithful to his engagement, returned to the palace, 

and having gained admission from one who expected his approach, he 

disarmed himself and resumed his fetters. In the evening, the female who 

had interested herself in his favor, and who appears to have been nearly 

related to Saud, repaired to that general to discourse upon the events of the 

clay ; which he told her had been on the point of terminating fatally to the 

Mahommedaris, but for the seasonable interposition of an intrepid stranger, 

whom the Almighty had most providentially conveyed to their assistance, and 

of ^hom lie had not yet been able to convince himself, whether he belonged 

to the race of men or angels. She then ventured to disclose to him the 

whole of the mystery, from first to last ; on which Saud, hastening to the 

apartment of AbA Mohudjen, embraced him with great affection ; and having 

loaded him with caresses, and made him a present of the mare and armour 

with which he had so gloriously distinguished himself, he declared, that 

for the future, lie waste consider himself released from every restriction 

with regard to his favorite indulgence. Of this, however, Abh Mohudjen 

was so far from availing himself, that he ever afterwards most scrupulously 

abjured the use of win<^ ; alleging, that so long as he was suffered to consi- 

der the slight cetisure of an earthly magistrate a sufficient absolution for his 

* Enoch or Elias, St. John the Evangelist, or St. George. 
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A. H. XV. e^ccssoM, he conceived there mis^ht be no deadly mischief in indulging* 
A. D. himself ; but now, that he was consigned to the judgmen^ of an eternal 

Rouzui tribunal, the impression upon his conscience was too awefui to hazard the 

experiment. In the mean time, when the action of the second day had 
been protracted for some hours after night fall, the contending armies were 
once more reluctantly constrained to leave the victory undecided ; with 
the loss on the part of the Mussulmans of two thousand, and on that of the 
Persians of ten thousand men. 

ll.ibeib morning of the third day, by historians designated Rouz-c- 

usmeyr. Ghuuimaussein,* the day of cormorants, the armies renewed tho contest - 
and soon after the battle had again commenced^ the remsiinder of the 
Syrian reinforcements under Haushem the son of Aiittebah, entered the 
field, and immediately assailed the right wing of the Persians with the 
utmost impetuosity. But as it would be tedious and irksome to enumerate 
die different exploits ascribed to the warlike disciples of the Koran on this 
eventful day, it will be sufficient to notice that which is said to have j#rinci- 
pally contributed to the superiority, which began at last to appear on the 
side of the Mussulmans. This was a single combat, in which, though far 
advanced in years, and contrary to the remonstrances of his friends, Amnl 
the son of Moaudy Kerreb engaged with a Persian warrior nf very superior 
.strength, who, like Goliah, had repeatedly defied the armies of Isslam, and 
had already killed four of their bravest champions, 'fhe I’ersian having 
fallen, notwithstanding, by the hand of his aged antagonist, and the suc- 
cessful issue of the unequal contest exciting an universal tekbeir from the 
Arabian army, the dreadful shout occasioned a dismay among the ranks of 
the enemy, from wh^h it is possible they found it difficult to recover them- 
selves. And yet, such was the desperate and pertinacious obstinacy with- 
which the conflict contiiiuc'd to be maintained on both sides, that when 
the ministers of destiny, to adopt the language of our original, had conducted 
the chariot of the sun to the obscure chambers of the west, the battle still 
raged with unabatedfury, by the lightof their flambeaus, for the wholeof the 
succeeding night; called therefore, in after times, leiflut-ul-harreir^ the nisrht 
of snarling; during which, the cupbearers of death continued to pervade 
the bloody field with remorseless assiduity, administering to the iiiifortn- 

* Perhaps Gheyaussein ; in which case it would signify, the day of reinforcements or suc< 
cours. 
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^ate the bitter draught of dissolution, whilst the stars in the enamelled a.H. 
vault of heaven continued to witness the sanguinary tumults untit the A. D. 6s6. 
harbingers of the morning announced the return of day. Habeib 

The battle had thus continued, with a fury and animosity whioh neither uss^r. 
want of rest nor the fatigue of unremitting exertion, seemed sufficient to 
abate, during the whole forenoon ; when, about the hour of meridian prayer 
on the fourth day, an impetuous whirlwind having borne away the pavil^ 
ion, or canopy, under which Rhstum, on a throne or bed of state, was 
viewing the progress of the action ; and the sand and dust being driven at 
the same time in clouds through the air, the Persian general not able to 
endure the heat of the sun, withdrew among the mules of his baggage 
assembled near him, and seated himself on the ground for shelter behind 
one of the animals. At this moment Kaukia the son of Amru, after 
breaking through the now disordered ranks of the Persians, at the head of 
some of the Arabian troops drew near the spot, where the empty throne, 
abandoned by its master, could not fail to arrest bis attention. One of his 
followers, ilullaul the son of Ulkamah, approached the mule, on the oppo- 
site sideof which, the Persian general had screened himself; and cutting the 
fastenings which secured the load, one of the bags of treasure fell upon 
the loins of the illfated Riiistuai, who was compelled by the sense of pain 
and the imminence of danger, to throw himself into the rivulet which ran 
bard by. Attracted by the beauty of the tiara which adorned his brows, 
and tlie surpassing richness of his girdle and coat of mail, Hullaul was at 
no loss to discern the value of the prize which fortune had thus cast in his 
way ; and instantly dismounting from his horse, he plunged without hesi- 
tation after him iiitc) the stream ; from which, seizing him by the heels, he 
drew him out, and having struck off bis head, and fixed it on the point of 
his lance, he stood on the throne, and from thence proclaimed that the 
Persian general was killed, and that the lord of the Kaaubah was victorious. 

Such, as related by many historians, was the fate of Rfisturo, it being iu 
general agreed, that he fell by the hand of Hullaul, although with some 
vaiiaiifHi oL circumstances. It is however stated by Others, that he was 
found among the slain on the field of battle, with no less than one hun- 
dred wounds on the different parts of his body, but that the person by 

Q2 
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A* H. XV. whom he was killed was never discovered. By others ap^ain it is said, that 
A. D. 636. he was simply drowned in the rivulet or canal of Kaudsiah. And by such 
Habeib^ as were, perhaps, disposed to assign to the Persian chief a catastrophe more 
usseyr worthy of his distinguished and illustrious rank, the death of Rhstum has 
been described with the following circumstances. Finding himself hard 
pressed in the pursuit by Hullaul, he suddenly drew an arrow, and 
dispatched it with such unerring aim, as to pierce the leg of his pursuer, 
and fix it to the stirrup. But the intrepid Arab, rather stimulated than 
disheartened by the smart of his wound, urging on his horse with greater 
fury, and coming up at last with his distinguished victim, struck off his 
head at a blow. Having stripped him of the spoil, he is further stated to 
have composed on the spot some verses, of which the following may 
explain the substance. ** Brave companions of my glory, saw yc not how 
“ the fame of our ancestors was revived by the achievements of this match- 
** less arm, when R6scum withdrew himself in igriominoiis flight; when he 
** displayed on his trembling cheek the pallid livery of malignance ; when 
** his pain inflicting arrow had pierced my leg ; at that moment, nerved by 
the hand of Omnipotence, how 1 smote his breast to pieces ; how I felled 
him from his steed, and grovelling in the dust, dispatched his soul to 
endless misery ; and to the skies exalted the signal, xXx^iAiijefn ims subdued, 
Jaleinhs or Galen, the general of the advanced division, experienced a 
tjiniilar fate, being ovei taken in his flight, and killed by Zoherah the son of 
Jhiah, of the tribe of Beni Teioeim ; for whom was reserved the additional 
good fortune of seizing the celebrated standard of the Persian empire, which 
from the original dimensions and shape of a blacksmith's apron, had been by 
this time enlarged to the length of two and twenty feet, by about fifteen 
feet in breadth, enriched with jewels of great value. 

But whatever might have been the circumstances of the battle of Kaud- 
siah, of which the report has reached us only through a partial and exag- 
gerated medium, the result was doubtless eminently fatal to the Persians . 
whose loss in the battle and pursuit, has been estimated at one hundred 
thousand men, that of the Mussulmans being acknowledged on their 
pan, at between seven and eight thousand. At all events, when fortune 
appeared to have declared decisively for the standard qf Mahommedism, 
Saude-lVekauss, after ad dressing hiiuselfin grateful praise to the Abnigli- 
ty disposer of victory, a duty which these people seldom omitted to 
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discharge, descended from the castle of Kaudsiah ; and haWng bestowed A. k. XV. 
ample commendations on those through whose exertions it had been A.D.SSS. 
immediately achieved, he proceeded to inspect and appropriate the spoil ; Habeib 
which, though far surpassed by what, at a subsequent period, became the ussqfr 
lot of these successful invaders, was of a magnitude and description well 
tu excite their admiration and astonishment. To Hullaul, as the just 
reward of successful valour, he assigned the costly habiliments of Rhstunt, 
whose tiara alone was estimated at one hundred thousand dinaurs,* and his 
girdle at seventy thousand.^ On the same principle, the armour and attire 
of Jalcinl^s, valued at seventy thousand dirhems,^ was adjudged to Zoherah, 
together with thirty thousand diiiaur8,§ in exchange for the imperial stand- 
ard of Gaou, which was reserved for the general mass. These however, 
comprized but a small proportion of the sumptuous booty, which became 
the reward of the victors on this memorable occasion. Among other 
articles arc particularly noticed, two shields or targets, each estimated at the 
value of one million and one hundred dirhems, || though sold through 
ignorance, by the person into whose bands they had fallen, for the com- 
paratively paltry sum of thirty thousand dirhems. From a similar, but 
grosser ignorance, it probably arose, that some of the Arabs were known 
to offer gold in exchange for silver ; and camphor, to which they appear to 
have been entire strangers, for its weight in salt, the substance for which it 
was at first mistaken. 

Ill short, the fifth of the booty, consisting of treasure beyond computa- 
tion, of jewels inestimable, of furniture of silver and gold, of cloth of sill^ 
and brocades ; of embroidered caparisons, of horses, camels, mules, and of 
arms of every description, offensive and defensive, having been as usual 
set apart from the general mass, was conveyed to Medeinah ; and applied 
by Omar, with the scrupulous integrity which distinguished his character, 
to the purposes prescribed by the law. Such is represented at the 
same time to have been the anxiety with which that prince looked for the 
issue of the arduous contest, in which his troops were ttgaged on this 
occasKui, that he proceeded for several leagues every day, alone and on 
foot, on the road towards Arabian Irlik ; to collect from such travellers as 

* If taken at the highest oomputation, this may be equivalent to about 57,300/« 
t Abput 40^104/. Zu 4^. 1 1>604/. 3s, 4</. $ 1 7,l37i* 10f« y 
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he should fall in with, the intelligence which they had been able to learn 
with respect to the situation of the armies. It was on one of those 
days, while he was taking this his usual solitary walk, that he cast his eyes 
on a person on a camel, riding with extraordinary expedition towards 
Mcdeinah; and calling to this person from afar, he had the satisfaction of 
hearing in reply, that the believers were triumphant, and their adversaries in 
the dust. He then accompanied the messenger, who had been dispatched 
by Saud to announce his victory, and running by the side of his camel 
continued in the exultation of his heart, to importune him with inquiries as to 
the particulars of the action, until he entered the town ; when discovering 
the(|uality of his inquisitive fellow traveller, till now unknown to him, the 
messenger delivered to him the letters of Sand, which he immediately 
recited aloud to the assembled people, to tlioir mfiuite gratification and joy. 

The Persian monarch, on his part, in order to secure the speediest com- 
munication with his armies, is said to have established, from the gates of 
his palace to the field of battle, a chain of messengers side by side, or at 
any rate so far contiguous, as to be capable of conveying t’roin one to the 
other, such information as they received, with surprising rapidity and dis- 
patch. And by such means he became acquainted with the fate of his 
generals, and the destruction and dispersion ot his troops, in a very short 
time after the contest had been decided, lie had, moreover, according to 
some authorities, before he was aware of the disastrous reverse, equipped 
and sent forward another considerable force, in order to siip[)ort tiie ai[my 
of Kiistum, under a soldier of some reputation, of the name of Fekharjan. 
But when this person had proceeded as far as a station called Deir-e-knaub, 
he received, from such as were on their flight from Kaudsiah in that direc- 
tion, intelligence too well substantiated, of the total defeat of his country- 
men ; he therefore conceived it prudent to encamp upon the spot, in 
order, as far as possible, to rally and collect the fugitives. 

It wouldy however, appear, that a considerable interval was suffl'red to 
elapse, before Mussulmaiis were iu a condition to follow up their suc- 
cess, because we do not find that they entered the territory to the left of 
the Euphrates, until the month of Shavaul ;* and there is reason to think, 
although it is not sufficiently clear, that the battle of Kaiidsiah was fought 
while the summer heats we re in their violence, the lalesi da\s (»t winch 
might fall in with the mouth of August, of the year ot Christ, 631). 

* Correspoiuluij^ with November, A. D. 
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£e this as it may, during the month before alluded to, the vietorious Saud- A. H. XV 
€-Wekauss passed over into tlie peninsula of the two rivers, and having 6s6. 
reduced, without much opposition, the towns of Babil, Subter and Sabaut, Rouzat 
presented himself in great force before the camp of Tekharjan ; who drew assuA 
out his troops to give him battle, with a forwardness, which, considering 
the impression of recent defeat, may have been sufficient to rescue his usscyr. 
uanie from oblivion. He even defied the bravest of the invaders to a per- 
sonal conflict with himself, and Zeheir the son of Seleim, of the tribe of 
/Ezd, accepting the challenge, the Persian dismounted from his horse, in 
which his adversary very readily followed his example. Instead, however, 
of assailing each other, as might have been expected, with their swords, 
the combatants closed like wrestlers, and after a considerable struggle, in 
which the superior strength and agility of the Persian at last prevailing, the 
lattersucceedcd in throwing his antagonist to the earth ; and planting himself 
on his bosom, had already drawn hiS khunjer to give the fatal blow, when 
chance brought his hand in contact with the mouth of the Arab : who 
immediately s<*ized his fingers betwixt his tteth, and bit them with 
such convulsive force, that the Persian overcome with pain, lost all power 
of exertion, and his adversary springing from the earth, and possessing 
himselfof the knife, instantly dispatched him. Zeheir then taking posses- 
sion of the horse and armour, tiiiiie and girdle of his antagonist, 
re[)aired with them to the presence of Saud, by wliom he was directed to 
attire himself on the spot, in the trophies of his victory, and to mount the 
horse, which fortune, by a reverse so strange and unexpected, had throwa 
into his hands. But when our author is made to affirm, that the same 
Zeheir was the first of the Arabs who made himself master of the person of 
any of the Peisian generals, either the sense is not clear, or it will be found 
difficult to reconcile the assertion with a variety of previous fiicts’recorded 
ill his histoiy. In fine, the commander of their right wing having soon 
afterwards experienced a similar fate, the Persians were again defeated with 
great slaiightt'r, and fled this time, without halting, until they found them- 
selves under the walls of Meddeiii. 

Apprized of these accumulating discomfitures, Yezdejird adopted the 
sudden rcsolii'Hui < f abandoning his capital; and having lodged a consider- 
able part of his treasures in boats on the '1 igris to be removed to the^ 
mouutaius, he took with him all the specie and valuable efiLcts, fur 
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A.H. XV. nvhich he had the means of conveyance, and withdrew accordingly toiVards 
A. D. 636. Jalftla : a circumstance, of which the Mnhommedan general no sooner 
Rouzut became informed, than he appeared on the right or western bank of the 
Msuffa. Tigris, with an army, if oriental writers are entitled to credit, now aug- 
mented to sixty thousand horse.* While endeavouring to explore a passage 
to the other side, all the boats on the river having been previously destroyed 
or removed, some of those who aspired to the distinction of having once 
enjoyed the society of the prophet, observed, that animated, as they were, 
with no other ambition than that of exalting the law, and carrying into 
execution the designs of the most high, there was no reason to apprehend 
that the waters of the Tigris, equally subject to the power of heaven with 
all other elements, would be suffered to produce any material loss among 
them ; and another of them boldly spurring his horse into the deep and 
rapid stream, and passing in safety to the opposite bank, he was immediately 
followed by the whole army, with no other loss than that of one man who 
perished through the diminutive size of his horse. But least the passage of 
the Tigris, in this manner, should not appear otherwise sufficiently remark- 
able, we are further assured, that not a single article oftheirbaggagef was 
missed on the occasion, excepting a bowl or platter belonging to Malek 
the son of Aumer, and even this was cast ashore by the; billows, and after- 
wards restored to its owner. A circumstance probafily recorded to attest 
the particular providence which appeared to watch over and attend the 
Mahommedans of that age in all their enterprizes. Such indeed was 
the surprise and astonishment of the Persians, at the boldness and success 
of the undertaking, that they could not forbear from exclaiming, that an 
army of demons was coming upon them. 

Under these circumstances of discouragement and dismay, Khi^rzaiid, a 
brother of the unfortunate ROistum’s, to whom Yezdejird, on his retreat, 
had consigned the defence of Medaein, determined, nevertheless, to make 
one brave and generous effort more, to impede the progress of the enemy, 
and protract the fate of the capital. But spirit broken by so many disas- 
trous defeats, the Persians were perhaps no longer capable of serious and 
resolute resistance ; the fortune of the Arabs was again triumphant; and the 
Persian general having sought for a temporary shelter within the walls 
of the city, but perceiving on reflection, that an immediate retreat was 

* Habeib usseyr. t Ibidem. 
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unWidable, he withdrew from the place in the dead of the night by the A. H. XV. 
eastern gate, accompanied by the whole of his followers, taking the direct A.D. 
tion of JalAla, in order to join his sovereign. Of this, the Muaaulmana Roasut^ 
did not remain long unac(|uainted ; a force was dispatched without delay luiaflk. 
to pursue the fugitives, and the^victorious Saud, without further obstacle^ 
took possession of Medkein. 

In the splendid metropolis of the Benni Sassan, when they surveyed the 
miracles of architecture and art, the gilded palaces, the strong and stately 
porticos, with that abundant display of victuals, in the most exquisite 
variety and profusion which feasted their senses, and courted their obser* 
vation on every side, it is perhaps easier to conceive than describe the 
mingled sensations of surprise admiration and delighti which filled the 
bosoms of Saud, and iiis yet rude and unpolished barbarians. In the 
vaulted palace of the just Nousliirvaurii theMahommedan general proceeded 
by a solemn thanksgiving of eight prostrations to express his gratitude to 
the most high, for those signal successes which had conducted the stand- 
ard of the true faith to these magnificent abodes. Indeed, such must have 
been the astonishment which struck the senses of a people like the Arabs, 
then just emerging from simple barbarism, on the contemplation of the 
various wonders, which, like the effect of magic, rose before them in all 
directions, that the extravagant representations of the orientals on the sub- i 
ject, may perhaps be entitled to some indulgence. Neither should it 
excite our surprise, when they affirm, what is very possible, that the valua- 
ble jirticles of merchandize, the rich ami beautiful pieces of manufacture, 
which fell into the hands of the conquerors on the occasion, were in such 
incalculable abundance, that the thirtieth part of their estimate was more 
than the imagination could embrace. Nur is it improbable that the 
circumstance once already noticed, prematurely perhaps, after the battle 
of Kaudsiuh, of several .iss loads of camphor, being mis.aken by the Arabian 
soldiery for salt, should have really oerurred ; although that of their 
exeh iiiging sheets of gold for sheets of silver ot equal weight, may admit 
of some quiiliheation. 

But, thiir froiii uhieh all other artielc'^ in this pr digit us booty, seemed 
(0 recede iu the comparison, was the superb ami celebrated carpet of cloth 

R 



122 

A* H.XV. 6f gold, of si^ty cubits square, which they found in the treasury of the 
A*D. 636. Khossrous, each separate compartment of which of ten cubits, inostcuru 
"“"iJSST" ously wrought, in jewels of every species, and of the highest value ; the 
usw^r. ruby, the emerald, the saphire, the beryl, topaz and pearl, being arranged 
with such inimitable and consummate skill, to form the representations of 
trees, fruits and flowers, of rivulets and fountains, so truly admirable, as to 
surpass all description and belief. To this superb and exquisite piece of 
workmanship, the most beautiful and expensive performance in mosaic 
that perhaps was ever exhibited, in which, blended with the thornless ruse, 
every tree plant and flowering shrub, seemed to combine its foliage to 
fascinate the eye of the beholder with the most charming illusions, thev 
Persian monatchs had given the name of the Bahauristaun, as if it were, the 
mansion of perennial spring ; and on this, with a magiiiflcence w hich the 
sovereigns of the east alone, perhaps, possessed the means of displaying, 
they were accustomed to jentertain and regale the nobles of their court; 
when, during the gloom of winter, they chose to retrace in the most 
brilliant imitation, the beauties of nature in her loveliest forms. 

At any rate, it appeared of such transcendant value, that no one pre- 
sumed to set an estimate upon it ; and it was therefore superadcled to the 
fifth of the spoil, which, as soon as it could be arranged and set apart by 
, Amru the son of Mukrfin, to whom the task had been assigned, was as 
usual, by Saud conveyed to Medeinab, loaded on nine hundred camels, 
in charge of Besheir the son of Hozzauthia. The residue of the booty was 
then divided into sixty thousand shares, in such a proportion, that twejve 
thousand dinaurs, fell to the lot of every horseman in the army ; giving to 
each at the lowest computation, five thousand five hundred pounds ; 
and if it be also true, that this army consisted of sixty thousand horse, the 
whole would amount altogether to the incredible sum of three hundred 
and thirty millions sterling. 

To the ambitious Omar, when he received together with his proportion 
of the splendid spoils of MedAein, the grateful intelligence of those trans- 
cendent successes, which had crowned the operations of the Persian 
campaign, will not, of course, be denied the full measure of joy aud 
exultation, which it was calculated to renew. With the impartiality, from 
which he never deviated, the booty was distributed among the principal 
membeis of the Mahommedan common wealth : the superb and magni- 
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Acent carpet, which had unfolded delight and fascination to cmiy eye, lie A. H. XT* 
caused to be cut up into small pieces ; one of which, of the siae only of A.D. 6S6. 
the palm of a man’s band, hilling to the share of Aliy, was afterwards sold " Ffabtib 
by that heroic chief, for the sum of twenty thousand dirhema, or according 
to others, for as many dinaurs.* 

In the mean time, with a view of intercepting the comitiiHiication, 
between the Persian monarchy and the shores of Uindostaun, Auttebah 
the son of Ghiizwaun, on of the prophet’s companions, was directed by 
Omar before the conclusion of the year XV, to proceed with a body of 
troops towards Eblah, on the lower Tigris ; where on the western bank of 
that river^ in conformity to his instructions he laid the foundation of a new 
city ; to which, in allusion to the rocky situation, on which it was erected, 
he gave the name of Hassorah, the term by which such situation is distin- 
guished in the ancient dialect of the Arabs. A description, whicb^ 
however, corresponds but little with the site of the modern city of that 
name so well known to Europeans. In the space of about three years, it 
became a respectable and extensive town, when, having furnished it with 
a competent stock of inhabitants, and established Jashia the son of Mhssa- 
oud in the government, Auttebah returned to Medeinah. 

It was ill the course of the same year that Omar proceeded to form an 
arrangement of the members of his court, assigning to each in regular 
gradation, from the individuals of the prophet’s family to the lowest of his 
companions, an established pension from the public treasury, recording 
them by name in an authentic register preserved for the purpose. To 
Abbas who stood at the head of the list, was assigned the sum of twelve 
thousand dirhems next in precedence, and above all his other nobles, 
were placed the Seyuds, or race of Mahommed ; to each of the mothers of 
the faithful, the widows of the prophet so distinguished, he assigned ten 
thousand dirhems although, with an extraordinary deference to the 
imperious Ayaishah, he presumed not to limit her claims to any particular 
sum. To the associates of the battle of Beider, to the Imaums Hussun 

* The one would be equivalent to about 458/. 6s, Sd, The other about 9,1 16/. 1 3«. 4d. 

The same sample is, however, rated by others, as low as 8,000 dirhems, or about 
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A. H. XV. and Hftsseyne, to AbA Zerr Ghoffaury, and to the prophet’s favorfte 
A. D. 636 . proselyte Shlimaii the Persian, each respectively, five thousand dirhems.* 
Habeib Below these, the remainder of the companions were sevecally rated from 
usseyr. four thousandt downwards, to two hundred dirhems^ per annum. 

After the fall of his capital, the unfortunate Yezdejird was too much 
under the influence of his fears to remain loiig^ at Jalhia ; leaving the 
A. H. XVI. troops assembling about that place in great force to their destiny, he con- 
A.D. CZ7, tiimed his retreat towards Ilulwaun, in readiness to secure himself in the 
passes behind that town. The troops at Jalhla, having, in the mean time, 
pul themselves under the orders of Mehran Kauzy, or according to others, 
under Khdrzaud, the brother of Hhstum, whom Yezdejird had left to 
superintend their exertions, drew a formidable intrenebment round their 
camp, and prepared to make the most vigorous resistance to the further 
progress of the Mussulmans. However strange, it would still appear, that 
the province of Yemen had not yet be<‘ii iniirely subjugated, since a 
Persian chief, of the name of Beimian, is noticed to have bei'n app<.inted at 
this period to the government of it, on the part of Y<*zdcjird. A division 
of the fugitives of Kaudsiah, and the remnant of other discomfitures, who 
had taken the direction of Mosshle, were also reported to be collecting m 
considerable numbers in the territory of I'ekreit. 

In order to dislodge the enemy from .lalula, a body of twelve thousand 
men was detached from the army of Medaein bv Sand, under his nephew 
Haushem the son of Auttebah ; though the command of these tro«»ps is, hy 
others, assigned to Ainrfi the son of Malek, of the race of Abdiiinmenauf. 
And to prevent the designs which might be forming on the side of Tekreit, 
another detachment of six thousand men, under Abdullah the son of 
Meiatemmer, proceeded at the same time towards that quarter. On the 
arrival of Haushem in the neighbourhood of Jalhia, we are on the one hand 
informed, that finding it impossible to draw the enemy from their intrench- 
ments, he was compelled to the alternative of attacking them within their 
works ; but at the expiration of six months, during which they appear to 
have baffled all his efforts, he at last succeeded in carrying those works by 
assault, with a dreadful carnage of the Persians. On the other hand, the 
latter are by some authors represented to have bravely opposed their ene- 

• About 114/. 11#. 8(/. t About 91 /. 13#. 4</. 
lU. 8^, At iive^nce iialt-|»onny to th« duhem* 



125 


mies in the field of battle, though ultimately defeated with the loss of one 
hundred thousand men in the conflict ; the scene of which was in conse- 
quence ever afterwards distinguished by the conquerors, by the name of 
Jalhla-ul-kuttely, Jalfila of slaughter. Here again an immense booty 
became the reward of successful enterprise; and one article particularly 
described, was a golden camel enriched with all sorts of jewels, surmounted 
by the figure of a man also of gold, which was found in one of the tents 
by an Arab soldier, and by him faithfully delivered to the person whose 
charge it was to collect the spoil. 

On intelligence of this fresh disaster, the unhappy Yezdejird quitted 
Plulwaun in a state of despair, and retired further off towards the ancient 
city of Rai ; and llulwaun was soon afterwards compelled to submit to 
Haushem. The operations of Abdullah Meiatemmer, were attended with 
similar success in the territories of Moss^le and Tekreit; both of which sub- 
mitted to the prevailing fortune of the Mussulmans, now about to unite 
their conquests with those of their associates from the province of Syria. 
These events arc stated to have taken place towards the close of the 
sixteenth and the commencement of the seventeenth of the Hidjcra; the 
latti r year beitig rendered further memorable by the reduction of Shirvaun 
and It.ispendann, accomplished by Zerraur the brother of Omar. 

'lh(se eoii(]U( sts were followed in the course of the same year by the 
suoinission of all the towns of Ah£laiiz, a division of KbAzistauii the 
ancii iit Susiatui, according to some authorities seventy-seven in number, 
whn.h were now compelle<l to receive the yoke of the Mosslems. The 
ciiK s of Dinnliurhaur and Stiitur, in the same territory, were in particular, 
snriendered to AhO Semrali, by their governor Hormuzan, who, on repair- 
ing to Mt'deinali, became shortly afterward, either by foree or persuasion, 
a convert to Isslani. The same Ab6 Seiurah, by whora the troops of Omar 
were conducted to this quarter, was further successful in making himself 
master of the ancient city of SAsse, the capital of Susiana; although this 
latter capture, and indeed that of the whole province, is by others ascribed 
to A bit Mussa Aishaiiry. 

The air, and possibly the luxuriesofMeddein, having been foundon experi- 
ence to disagree with the constitution of the Arabs,Saud-e-Wekauss solicited, 
anil with some difficulty obtained the permission of Omar to withdraw to the 
western side of the huplirates ; where on the confines of theiir native deserts,L 
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A.H.Xvn. he lodged his followers in a cantonment of mats and reeds; and a residence 
A. D. 638. constructed of such materials, being in the language of Arabia, denominated 
Habcib KAfuh, the place, at a subsequent period, after it had been consumed by 
Msscyr. fire, and had risen from its ashes in materials more durable, became 
equally celebrated under that name, as the temporary scat of ilie Khelau- 
fut, and for the turbulent and refractory spirit of its inhabitants. From 
this period, the city of cities, the proud metropolis of the Sassanides, 
gradually declined ; so that, with the exception of one noble arch, the Tauk- 
e-Kessra, snme leagues below Baghdad, supposed to have been the entrance 
to lljc palace of the great king, not a vestige remains at this day to 
indicate the spot whereon it stood. 

In this place wo are rcfern'cl, by our author, to the relati(*ii of a certain 
writer of Isfahnun of the name of llamzali, for tiic cireuiustaiices which 
suggested to Omar, tlic establishment at this period of the icra of the Ilid- 
jera, generally included under the arrangements of the year seventeen. 
And it is acknowledged on the occasion, that the recent convert Hormu- 
zan, bore a principal concern in the astronomical calculations necessary to 
form the basis of this new point in chronology, lu other respects, a regard 
for the superstitious prepossessions, and habits of his countrymen, seems 
to have prevailed witli the Khalif, notwithsraiuling some inconveniences, 
to select for his system the lunar year of three hiiiidrcd and fifty-four days 
and a fraction, in preference to the solar one already in use with most other 
improved nations. 

With respect to the different mras observed by those other na'tions, 
previous to the diffusion of the enlightened sijstem oj JSInhommedan legislation, 
the author has furnished us with the following table, so far as appears to 
have fallen within the knovi ledge of his country. J/c.sY, the descent of 
Adam from paradise ; i. e. the fall of our first parents. Second, the deluge 
of Noah. Third, the deliverance of the patriarch Abraham, from the fire 
of Nimrod. Fourth, the foundation of the Kaaubah or temple of Mekkah, 
observed by the descendants of issmauil, or Ishmaelites. Fifth, the mission 
of Moses, by the Jews. Sixth, the aera ofEskunder-zflil-kerneia, or Alexander 
of Macedon, by the (iretks. Seventh, the Wakaaut-ul-Pheil, or visitation of 
the elephant, adopted by the Koraish. Eighth, that of the accession of their 
sovereigns, observed by the Persians, concluding with that of Yezdejird, 
ihc last of those sovereigns of the ancient race. The one in use at 
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the period in which the author of the Habeib usseyr waa employed on hie A.H.XV11. 
history, about the tenth century of •^the Hidjerab, was the mra of Melek A.D.esa. 
Shah, of the race of Seljflk, established at the commencement of the reign Hi^b 

of that illustrions prince, cotemporary with Jengueiz. That he should ussqrn 
have excluded from bis list the sera of the Christians, is not very singular, 
as the author, in all probability, conceived it beneath the notice of a pious 
and orthodox Mussulman ; and to an Olympiad, or the foundation of 
Home, it is possible that his information never extended. 

louring the eighteenth of the Hidjerah, the attention of Omar was for some A.H,XV1II; 
time employed in administering consolation to his people, sinking under A,D,639* 
the horrors of famine and hunger brought upon the city of Medeinah by a 
reason of excessive drought ; and from which, if their historians are entitled 
to credit, the intervention of a miracle was employed to relieve them. In 
tile height of their sufferings, accompanied by the principal citizens, many 
of them the associates of the prophet, 'the Khalif repaired to the adjacent 
plain, in humble prostration to implore the compassion of heaven ; and the 
aged and respectable Abbas having been chosen, on this occasion, as the 
organ of their supplications, his prayers are said to have found immediate 
access to the throne of mercy ; as within the compass of the same hour 
the bounty of heaven, which had been long withheld from them, disclosed 
itself in abundant rain : which continued without intermission for the 
whole succeeding week, to the great and seasonable relief of the parched 
mhabitants ; who were not deficient in their expressions of veneration and 
gratitude to him, whose intercessions with divine goodness, had been so 
miraculously exerted in their favor. 

The mosque and mausoleum of the prophet at Medeinah, when com- 
pared with the increasing magnitude and prosperity of that dominion 
which was become the lot of his successors, might perhaps be now consi- 
dered to occupy a space too humble for the author of so splendid a destiny; 
and It was accordingly thought necessary, during this year, to enlarge that 
space by the purchase of several adjoining houses, the property of Abbas, 
which were thus included within the sacred precincts. In the course of 
the same year, a detachment of the Mahommedan troops in Palestine and 
in the neighbourhood of Hamlah, while exploring the recesses of mount 
Libaiius, penetrated into a cave jn the mountain ; where, reclining on a 
gilded throne, they discovered the body or skeleton of a man, and by th^ 
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A.H.XIX. Bide of it, a plate or tablet of solid gold, containing an inscription* in 
A.D. 640. Greek characters, to the following effect. ‘*1 am .S^ba the sonofNod- 
Habeib “ ®uss, once distinguished by the friendship of Esau, the son of the patriarch 
ii.vHevr. and prophet Isaac. In splendour and prosperity 1 enjoyed life to an 
“ advanced age, during which 1 witnessed on earth various and surprising 
“ visitations ; Among other things, destructive storms of hail and snow, 
in the heats of July. Let it not therefore surprise or alarm, if futurity 
should exhibit the same appearances. But that which impressed me 
with the greatest degree of astonishment, was the blindness of the des> 
“ cendants of Adam, who, with the graves of their forefathers, iheir children 
‘*and friends, continually before their eyes, should yet be so totally 
unmindful of death, as not to direct one thought towards that strict and 
“ rigid account, which will be infallibly required of them on the great and 
** Bweful day of universal retribution. 1 further assuredly know, that at 
“ the proper period, the race of men who shall discover the secrets of this 
“ cave, are destined by the unalterable decrees of Omnipotence, to possess 
the surrounding regions. These events, however, will not come to pass 
until the paths of truth and rectitude shall have been lost to mankind, 
“and the worship of the true God shall have disappeared on earth. 
“ After all, the end of the just and pious shall be happy. Earewcl 
The above, in the true taste of oriental curiosity, we have been compelled 
in the dearth of other matter, to introduce on the authority of our original, 
without claiming from the reader a greater share of his attention than such 
a circumstance may appear to deserve. 

A. H. XX. At a very early period of their establishment, the inhabitants of the 
A. D> 6*41. new city of K^ifah began to exhibit those pn ofs of the turbulent and refrac« 
tory spirit, for which they afterwards became so notorious ; and we accord- 
ingly find them under the twentieth of the Hidjerah, so dissatisfied with 
the administration of Saud, under whose auspices they had so often fought 
and conquered, as to transmit to Medeinah, against him, complaints of 
such a nature, as appealed of sufficient weight with Omar, to remove that 
warlike and successful commander from hjs government; which now 
devolved in rotati(*n to Aumar Yausser, a name of considerable celebrity in 
the annals of Isslam. And among the casualties of the year twentVi it 

♦ Why the inscription should be Greek, rather than Hebrew or Syriac, it is not easy to 
explain ; the original is YUnauny. 
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may be proper to notice in particular the death of AbA Soffeyan, the father A.H.XXI. 
of YezzeicKand Mauweftb, and uncle’s son of the prophet. A. D. 643. 

The removal of the warlike Saud from the government of Khfah, seems Habeib 
to have hastened the conclusive efforts uhich Yezdejird was" yet preparing, usseyr. 
to recover his dominions from the usurpation of these barbarous invaders. 

And for this purpose, all the troops that could be drawn together from the 
several provinces of the empire, to which the spoliations of the enemy 
had not been yet extended, and particularly from those of Khorassaun, 

Rui and llamadaiin, were now assembled at Nihawend, to the number of 
out; hundred and fifty thousand men ; of whom the command was assigned 
to Feyrouzan, one of his best generals, who still survived to witness the 
fuither cruel and sanguinary discomfiture of his countrymen. These 
formidable preparations being announced at Medeinah by the letters of 
Aumar Yausser, occasioned considerable alarm lest the mischiefs of inva- 
sion should be at last retaliated even at the scat of the Kiielaufut; or at 
any rate lost the rising establishments of Kufuh and Bassorah should be 
thus exposed to premature destruction. According to the o]>inion of 
Olhman, it was a conjuncture which demanded the presence of the Kha- 
lif himself at the head of his troops, but the counsels of Ally again 
prevailed for the adoption of less desperate measures ; and in concurrence 
with his advice, Niauman the son ofMokurren, or Mekrhn, was the person 
now selected by Omar to oppose the Persians, with an array, which, 
including the troops drawn from the garrisons of KAfah and Bassorah, is 
not said to have amounted altog('ther to more than thirty thousand men. 

At the head of these, however, after completing the necessary arrangements, 

Niauman, accompanied, among other gallant soldiers, by Abdullah the son 
of Omar, advanced towards Nihawend. In the mean time, the Persian 
gt neral had employed the utmost of his exertions, by surrounding his 
camp with a deep ditch and lampart, and by providing every other possible 
measure of defence, to render that position impregnable, m which 
he was to play the last stake for the emancipation of his country. 

In this situation the Persian army patiently expected the approach of the 
Mosslem», who sliortly afterwards appeared, and pitched their tents within 
half a league of their intrenchments. A series of partial and ineffectual 

S 
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A.H.XXT. hostilities now commenced, and continued fora period of two months; in 
A. T>. 642. which, though no decided superiority could be claimed on either, yet \a 
Habeib the various skirmishes which took place, the advantage seemed in general^ 
lisseyr. notwithstanding, to incline to the side of the Arabs. This consideration 
may have prevailed with Feyrouzan, contrary to the experience of former 
failures in that respect, to desire that a person on the part of the Mahom- 
medaii general might be deputed to receive from him such tenders towards 
an accommodation, ashestili felt himself disposed to communicate. To 
this from a variety of motives Niauman very readily acceded ; and the same 
Moghairah who had signalized himself on former similar occasiuns, was. 
now again selected alone to confer with the Persian. 

Rouzut On admission to the pavilion of Feyrouzan, perceiving him seated on a 
U 9 suff&. throne of gold, a tiara streaming with radiance adorning his brows, and a 
numerous concourse of his officers standing before him, the Mahommedaii 
announced his presence by the abrupt arid insolent declaration, that until 
they were masters of those proud bulwarks, which had hitherto opposed 
their valour, and of the throne and diadem which now shed such brilliance 
before him, his countrymen would never be induced to recede ; and with- 
out further prelude bounding forwards, he seated himself on the throne by 
the side of the Persian Satrap. But the assembly preparing to chastize his 
presumption, he pleaded ignorance of their manners; and with equal effron- 
tery cautioned them to forbear from molesting him, since nothing was more 
repugnant to the maxims of true royalty, than violence against the sacred 
person of an embassador; and Feyrouzan also interposing his authority t(> 
prevent them, they were constrained to suppress their indignation, while he 
proceeded to explain the terms on which he was disposed to open a treaty 
with the Mahommedans, These comprised in truth nothing more than 
what had been already in repeated instances rejected with scorn and disdain ; 
an offer to clothe them, it they were in search of apparel ; to feed them if 
hungry; and in fine to cede to them an extent of territory, amply suffici* 
ent to provide for all their future necessities, if they would engage to 
withdraw from a country which they had so unjustly invaded. 

To this, in a strain which might be now considered from frequent repe- 
tition familiar, Moghairah replied, by acknowledging the justice of all that 
had been again charged against the Arabs, with respect to the poverty, 
imbecility and even baseness of their former condition. But from this he 
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ccftild assure those who heard him, they had long emei^ged, since a gracious A. H. XXI. 
God, through the medium of their prophet, and the blessings of a glorious A. D. 648. 
religion, had crowned their destiny with unbounded wealth, power and Rouzut 
grandeur. Perhaps it was also necessary to add, that from the moment in ^ 
which the pride of one of their monarchs had led him to tear in pieces the 
letter of God^s messenger^ prosperity and domiifion had forever forsaken 
or discarded the race of Sassan. He concluded, by proposing, as usual, 
that they would either submit to become tributary, or quit their intrench- 
ments, and decide the contest in the field of battle. Upon which, 
observing to his officers that there was some degree of truth in the Arabs 
reasoning, Feyrouzan turned to Moghairah, and dismissed him with an 
assurance, that on the Wednesday following, he should relinquish the 
advantages of his position, and meet his countrymen in the field of battle. 

Faithful to his promise, he accordingly appeared on the day appointed, 
with his whole army before the camp of the Mussulmans, with whom a 
fierce and obstinate contest immediately ensued ; in w'hich, when evening 
clos('d the scene, neither party could yet claim the advantage. The con- 
flict was renewed the following day with a termination equally indecisive, 
night again separating the combatants before success could yet declare 
Itself for eitiicT of the parties. But on Friday, the third of the battle, 
though Niauman fell mortally wounded in the early part of the action, 
victory, with her zephyr breath, played upon the ensigns of Isslam ; and a 
dreadful and sanguinary discomfiture irrevocably scaled the destiny of the 
Persian empire. 

In the relation of Abfi Ilaneifah of DaiiiOr, whose residence in the neigh- 
bourhood of the fatal spot, may perhaps have affi^rded him opportunities 
of more accurate information, the circumstances of this memorable event 
are, how'ever, represented with some variation from those which have just 
claimed our notice. According to this writer, when Niauman had con- 
ducted his army within three pharsangsof Nihawend, he there encamped; 
and the Persians under Murdan Shah the son of Hormfiz, advancing to 
oppose him, pitched their camp also, immediately in his vicinity, securing 
themselves however, with a formidable line of intrenchments ; the advan- 
tages of which, for the hazardous and uncertain issue of a contest in the open 


S3 



132 

A. n.XXI. field, no provocation could for some lime prevail upon them to forego, Iti. 

A.D. t)4s;. all cases of dr/liculty, Niauman had received the instructions of Omar, to 
jlou 2 ut governed by the advice of Amrb the son of Meyaudi Kerrcb, and 7e/- 
ussut!a. hah the son of Khiicfflud ; and perceiving that all his attempts to bring the 
enemy to action proved ineflectuai, he thought the occasion now oifered, 
to bring the experience of those two chieftains to the test. After explain- 
ing to them, that although daily strengthened by continual reinforcements, 
it appeared to be the fixed determination of the Persians to remain on the 
defensive within their fortifications ; and that so long as they adhered to 
such a resolution, situated as they were, in the midst of the abundant 
supplies of a friendly territory, it was in their power to protract the war in 
full security, to any period they chose ; while the Mussulmans on their 
part, at a distance fiom all supply, and in the heart of a country inveter- 
atcly hostile, must be inevitably exposed to every species of privation and 
distress; he therefore requested they would freely suggest such measures 
as they conceived it most advisable to adopt, in the dilemma to which he 
found himself reduced. 

Without keeping him long in suspense, Amrii proposed, that a report 
should be circulated in the camp of the enemy, that the Khalif Omar was 
dead ; and, as if ill consequence of such an event, that the Mussulman 
army should immediately retire «ome marchts homewards, lii all probabi* 
Jity the Persians encouraged by these appearances, would be at last induced 
to forego the protection of their lines, for the imagined pursuit of a flving 
enemy; and in such a case it would not be very difticult to give them 
battle when they least expected it, and to strike for that victory, with 
which there needed only the opportunity, to crown their ardent expec- 
tations. 

The scheme was approved of by Niauman^ and immediately carried into, 
execution. The Persians, as had been foreseen, on intelligence that their, 
enemies were retreating, fell without suspicion into the snare; and suffering 
themselves to be carried away by their exultation, and the flatteiing illu- 
sions of hope, were irrecoverably engaged in a distant, and, perhaps, a. 
negligent pursuit. So soon, however, as it was perceived that they had, 
been drawn to such a distance, that it. would be impossible to regain their« 
intrenchments without fighting, the Arabs on a sudden ceased to retire; and 
the Persian generals discovering when too late, that it was no longer 
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avoidable, drew up for the night in presence of the enemy, and prepared 
fur l)attle. 

The next day, being Wednesday, and the day following, as hath been 
already noticed, the armies engaged in a furious and ineffectual struggle 
• for victory, which terminated without apparent advantage on cither side. 
But on the Friday, when the sun was just declining from the meridian 
towards the western horizon, the moment at which, from every mosque 
and pulpit in Isslam, the supplications of the faithful were ascending to 
heaven in aid of their armies throughout the world, and that which, with 
the prophet, was also the favorite hour of battle, Niauman, robed in 
white as if prepared for martyrdom, and mounted on a milk white steed, 
gave the last tekheir ; the signal for his troops to fall on, with their spears 
and lances pointed towards the breasts of the enemy. Soon afterwards, 
while thus advancing to the charge, one of the Persian arrows transfixed 
the hosom of the Arabian general, and he immediately fell ; but his 
brother Sowaid, conveying him the same instant from the field to his tent,* 
there clad himself in his armour and vestments, and returning to the battle 
mounted on his horse, thus concealed from the Mussulmans that their 
commander was killed. The conflict continued to rage with equal perse^ 
verance and inveteracy, until, after exhibiting prodigies of valour, the brave 
and experienced Amrh the son of Meyaudi, sharing the fate orhis general, 
became also enrolled among the denizens of eternal bliss ; when the Arabs 
appear to have bben exasperated to a degree of fury, which nothing could 
longer resist. The Persians now gave way on every side, the greater 
number hastening to regain their intrenched camp. Feyrouzan, with 
about four thousand followers, effected his escape into the neighbouring 
inou 11 tains, but being closely pursued and overtaken by a detachment of 
the Mahominedans under Kaauka the son of Amrh, he was there put to 
the sword, with all who attended his flight. Exclusive of thirty thousand 
men who fell in the action, there perished, it is said, in the ditch of their 
encampment, into which, in the terror and confusion of their flight, they 
were probably precipitated by one another, not less than eighty thousand 
of the Persians : neither, when we reflect on the duration and obstinacy 
of the conflict, and the acknowledged impression made by the Persian 
archers, could the loss on the part of the Mussulmans, though not precisely 
stated, have been inconsiderable. It was howevar attended wjth suck 
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decisive results, tliat the victory of Nihawend lias been ever since denomi- 
A. D. 642. nated the Fattah-hul-Futtiili, or victory of victories ; it being the last 
Rouzut struggle in which, with any competence of force or number, the Persians 
uMulfiSi. appear to have engaged, in defence of the ancient government and institu* 
rions of their country. 

The booty which fell into the hands of the victorious Mussulmans, was 
again prodigious, though small in comparison with the incalculable wealth 
of the metropolis. The proportion Ybich fell to the lot of a horseman, 
ttinounted, however, on this occasion, to six thousand dirhems that of a 
footman, to two thousand exclusive of the lion’s shart', set apart and, as 
usual, transmitted to Medeitiah, by Khozzeifah ul Yeniauny, who had 
Succeeded to the command on the death of Niaumari. To this latter share 
was siiperadded, the diadem and other jewels hestovverl by the bounty and 
liberality of Khossrou Parvoiz on the noble Tokhauijari, on an occasion, 
the nature of which, as it affords some degree of relief to the mind amidst 
these details of butchery and outrage, the author may have considered it 
in this pla(‘e not unseasonable to explain. 

This nobleman had enjoyed the most distinguished place in the favor 
and esteem of his sovereign, the monarch just alluded to, who had united 
him by marriage to a lady from his own haram, one of the most lieautiful 
women of the age. By some means or other, an intercourse continued 
however to exist between this lady and her former lord, which the hnshand 
was not sufficiently passive to subscribe to ; and he accordingly thoiigiit fit 
to estrange himself from any conversation with her. Of this circumstance 
Khossrou became apprized, and he took the first opportunity of breaking 
the matter to his favorite, by observing, that he understood there was a 
fountain of delicious water in his possession, of which he never condes- 
cended to taste. To this Tokharjan replied, it W'as very true that he was 
the possessor of such a fountain, and had formerly tasted of it ; hut one day 
happening to discover the impression of the lion’s foot on the precincts, he 
was so intircly overcome with terror, that he never afterwards presumed to 
approach it. Pleased and surprised by the ingenuity, delicacy, and readiness 
of the reply, Khossrou immediately hastened to the palace of his women, 
not less than three thousand in number, and requiring from each of them 
the jewels which she possessed for the decoration of her person, he caused 
* Aboiu 1 37/. I Os, t About 45/. 1 6* . 
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the whole to be presented to the wife of Tokh&ijan ; together with a diadem 
or tiara, or coronet of gold, enriched with the most exquisite gems, which 
he bestowed upon her husband. Many years afterwards, the latter, as we 
have already seen, perished in one of those ineffectual attempts to oppose 
•the progress of the Mahommedans towards the metropolis, which sue- 
cceded to the battle of Kaiidsiah ; and the precious donative remaining in 
the hands of his family, was conveyed from the scenes of havoc, slaughter 
and captivity which ensued, to a village in the neighbourhood of Nihaw* 
end ; where, secure, as they thought against all danger of discovery, they 
buried their treasure in a pit. But all hope of deliverance having been 
forever dissipated by the last fatal discomfiture of the armies of their country^, 
one of the chief men of the village, on a promise of protection to his 
family and property, betrayed the preeious deposit to the person entrusted 
by the Mussulmans with the collectionpf the spoil. It was discovered in 
two hampers, the one containing the rich diadem of Khossrou Parveiz, and 
the other, the jewels of his siinipiuous haram, so liberally transferred to 
Tokliarjaii and liis consort. It remains however to mention, that these 
articles, being, in sonic way or other, by the statutes of Isslflm, exempted 
i'roiii any claims of the soldiery, Kliozzeifah thought fit to forward them 
i^ntouehed, to Medeinah ; but Omar, accusing his general of a design to 
seduce his integrity, or to implicate him in the public mind, directed both 
the packages to be reconveyed in tho same state to Kafah, there to be 
immediately disposed of, and the money arising from the sale, after deduc- • 
tion of till! fifth part legally reverting to the public treasury, to be iq||>arti* 
ally distributed to the army. Which was accordingly done. And yet, 
unless we are to look upon it altogether as an error in the transcript, il 
will scarcely obtain our belief after all that has preceded, that this boasted 
concealment, should have been sold and resold for a paltry sum* in the 
utmost not exceeding one hundred pounds sterling ; and our author must 
have been indeed extremely moderate in his wishes, when he professes 
that a single acquisition of such a magnitude would have rendered him 
abundantly easy for life. 

Thunder struck by the dreadful defeat ofNihawend, the unhappy Yezde« 
jird was preparing to abandon, Hai, and retire at once into Khorassaun, 
when the governor of Hyrcania, the modern Tebrestaun, who had lately 

* Four thousaud dirhems. • 
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/.tt.XXI. joined him, urcfod every argument to prevail upon him to proceed rather 
A.U. G42. into that province, as afloriling the most secure and agreeable retreat. 

Houzut This however he declined, conceiving it more ailvisal)le to fix his residence 

Utoull'a, nt Neitnroiiz, where he continued for some time ; but being perhaps 
further terrifu'd by approaching hostilitiis, he removed from thence to tbo 
nriglibourhood of Tussc, in the expectation that he should find an asylum 
within the fortifications of that city. His misfortunes had, however, 
determined the governor of that place to slmthis gates against him ; and 
the imperial fugitive was now compelled to withdraw with apjiaient 
reluotanec lowaids Mein, W'here his disastrous career was bioiight to a 
termination, in tiie mtinner which will he noticed in a future page. 

The remaining piihlu- events nf the reign ofOmar, it will not be diiTicnlt 
to comprise m a very few words. The virtr>ry ot Nih.'wend was closely 
followed by the redueiidn of f lanradaun, the ancient llelnitana aceonling 
to some, and of Hairiur, both ot wdiicli .surreiuiercd on capitulation. And 
the city of Isfahaun, after n brave n sistanee, w as also eompelled to 
submit to the prowess of Abdullah the son of Abbas. In the scanty 
list of civil occurrences, with winch the historian has thought proper to 
distinguish the year twenty-one, is the coinage of gold and silve r money, 
of dinaurs and dirhems, which, for the first time, it would appear, Omar 
caused to be sliuek throughout his dominions about this period. As far 
as the text enables us to state, they bore in gem'ral the name of <iod, w ith- 
€ut accompaniment. Some of the dinaurs or pieces of gold, are how'cxcr 
said to^ave exhibited the well known creed of Mahominedism, asserting 
the unity of the Godhead, and the divine mis.sioii of the prf>[)het. Some 
were also .impressed wdth the words, Ulhumd-til'Vllah^ praised be Ciod. 
And others, with Omar, Ameir ul MoAmenein, Omar, commander of the 
faithful. But to hazard a conjecture, Ulhiimd-ul-lJIIah, and Omar Ameir 
ul Moumenciii, may have been exhibited partly on the one side, and partly 
on the reverse of the same piece, as Lailiaiih il Uliali, and Mahommed 
UrrussCilullah might have been on others. With respect to the relative 
value of these coins, it is perhaps not easy to determine. That of the 
dinaur of gold appears to have fluctuated from twenty to five and twenty 
of the dirhems, or pieces of silver ; and as in some copies of Ferishtah, ten 
millions of the latter are represented ef]iial to two liundrcd and fifty thousand 
rupees, or hajf crowns, we have ventured to estimate the dirhem at about 
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five-pence half-penny; so that the dinaur, at the highest value, might A.H.XXt. 
have been equal to about eleven shillings end five-pence half-penny, and A. 1). 642i 
at the lowest, to about nine shillings and two-pence, English currency. Habeib 
The expulsion of the Jews from their ancient establishment of Khaibar, was ussejv. 
another event of a more domestic nature, which distinguished the year 
twenty-one; for having afforded some occasion of displeasure to Omar, that 
prince did not neglect the opportunity to diapojigess them of their patrimony, 
which was accordingly transferred to the faithful. 

The government of Aumar Yausser was not more successful in subduing 
the changeable and turbulent spirit of the people of Ki^fah, than that of 
his predecessor, llis conduct became also obnoxious ; and the Khalif, 
who (lid not perhaps think it very safe to temporize with the complaints 
of these haughty swordsmen, was easily prevailed upon to supersede him, 
by the appointment of Moghairah* the son of Shaubiah, whose singular 
character cannot have escaped the recollection of the reader. 

To this chieftain, with the troops of his province, under the events of the A.H.XXIl, 
year l wen ty-t wo, has been ascribed the reduction of Azerbaijaun, corres- A^D. G’43. 
ponding nearly to the ancient Media, and part of Armenia ; the natives of 
wliicli, wore permitted to purchase the forbearance of their oppressors for 
the moderate sum of eight hundred thousand dirhems.* The other con- 
quered countries in the neighbourhood were, however, not yet reconciled 
to the yoke of their recent and ferocious masters; and it accordingly 
appears, that about this period an insurrection took place among the inha- 
bitants of ilaniadauij, which was, however, speedily suppressed by the 
sword of Niaum the son of Mekrfiiii ; who embraced the opportunity of 
signalizing himself further, by the subjugation of the cities of Kai, Kilms, 
and Damaghaiin, with the territory dependant on them. The declining 
fortune of the Persian monarchy was now extended to its vassals in the 
almost inaccessible mountains and forests of Mazandoraun and Tebristaun, 
both comprehended in the ancient llyrcania, which, on becoming tributary^ 
were admitted to a treaty of peace with these all subduing enthusiasts. 

While the conquests of Mahommedism were thus accumulating in other 
parts of the empire, a body of twenty thousand men, under Ehnif the son 
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A.H.XXIl. ot Kijyss, proceeded, by direction of Omar, to invade the powerful provinc« 
A.D. () 43 . of Kiiorassaiiii, corresponding to the ancient liactriana. Alarmed at the 
Habeih approach of these troops, the despairing Yezdejird is now said to have fled 
•‘‘‘ipyr, for protection to the Khaugan of the Tatars, whose assistance he implored 
to expel the invaders. This prince generously determined to support the 
royal fugitive, and for that purpose immediately crossed the Ainhiah, or 
lower Oxiis, at tho head of « num«roiis army, whde Khmf, with the 
Mahommedans, advanced to meet him from the side of Merft. A very 
trifle was, however it seems, siiliicient to deter him from the prosecution 
of his design. I'hree of the Tartar scouts being intercepted by the Ma- 
bommedaiis, were by them immediately put to the sword ; and the circum- 
stance being communicated to the Khaugan, was by him translated into a 
presage so inauspicious to the success of his enterprise, that he as speedily 
determined to withdraw from the danger, and accordingly recrossed the 
Oxus without further delay. The unhappy Yezdt'jird was once more 
thus abandoned to his destiny ; and although he succeeded in eluding, for 
some time longer, the pursuit of his enemies, this was the last instance in 
which he appears to have uflered any material interruption to the final 
subjugation of his dominions. 

Ill the course of the year twenty-three, the province of Kerman n was 
A.ll.XXlII. added m the possessions of isslani, by the united exertions of Solieyl the 
son of Auddi, and Abdullah the son of Autteban ; that of Seicslauii, the 
cradle of the invincible flustuin, was reduced by Aussem the sou of Amril, 
of the tribe of Benni Temeim ; and to complete their conquests to Ihe 
southward, the capital of Mekraun submitted to Hukkern the son of Auiner 
the Saulbiaii. However unimportant at a remote period, and in a distant 
quarter of the globe, this recapitulation of uncouth names may appear, 
they claim, notwithstanding, considerable attention on the spot ; thougli 
perhaps not to so great a degree, as the catalogue of those fortiinutc adven- 
turers, who accompanied the Norman William, in support of his pretensions 
to the crown of Kdward the confessor, will ever continue to excite in the 
recollection of Englishmen. 

While those conquests were accumulating round him, Shohrug, thtK 
lieutenant, or satrap of Parss, (that region of the Persian empire, ot which 
Istakhar, or Persepolis was, and at a subsequent period Sliiraiiz became the 
capital) assembled a considerable force, with which, at the city of Poudje,* 

* Fou&hadje perha^^. 



•n the coniines between his province and that of Khhaiataun, he seemed A.H.XXin. 
determined to oppose a resolute resistance to the usurpations of these . A. D. 644. 
cruel invaders. But the vigilance of Omar, ever watchful tb promote the Hab^ib 
ascendancy of his fortune, did not long suffer these demonstrations to pass asseyr. 
unregarded. Several eminent commanders with patents for the govern- 
ment of such parts of the province as the events of war should place at 
their disposal, were employed without delay to convince him of the inutility 
of his efforts. These men, at the head of troops now long inured to conquests 
accordingly entered Parss ; and Shohrug, like the rest of his compatriots, 
perceiving it unavailing to oppose the tide of adverse fortune, shrunk from 
the contest, and abandoned his country to the enemy. Mdjaushia the 
son of Mftssaoud then took possession of Foiulje, while Otlimaun the son 
of Aiiil Aiiss, led the victorious Mahominedans into Istakhar. 

In the same quarter, Sauriah the son of Zenneim, employed with n 
separate divismn against Fassa and Daiiruljerd on the route from Shi raiiz 
to Kermaun, appears to have experienced a more determined resistance 
from the natives of those districts, than the behaviour of their fellow sub- 
jects rnighi have led him to expect. Having consumed a period of nearly 
two months, in besieging one of the strong holds of the country, into which 
they had thrown tlieniselves, he found himself at the same time suddenly 
and fiercc-ly attacked liy a sally from the garrison, and by a numerous 
body of Kftrds, who had advanced to their relief. The Mussulmans had 
fallen in considerable numbers, and the issue of the contest was held in 
alarming suspense ; when, as the historian with the utmost gravity assures 
us,’ the Khalif at Mi*deinah, one Friday, while discharging the functions 
of the Imaiinint in the mosque of the prophet, was suddenly heard to 
e\c\?i\vn^ Smriah ! remove to the hW ; an exclamation which, by some 
more thaiuiiortal medium was instantly communicated to the perception 
of that commander who, accordingly, drew off his troops towards the 
skirts of an adjt)ining hill, with which he effectually covered his rear; and 
in that situation again prepared to sustain the attack of his assailants; 

Here the battle was renewed, with a fury in proportion to the objects 
which separately animated the contending parties ; but, as might have been , 

cxpect(?d from such a prelude, fortune with her usual predilection finally 
declared for the Mosslems. 
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A.H.XXllTi Th'm may be conaidered as the last of those military exploits that w 
A. O . (Hi. largely con tributed to signalize the reign of Omar ; which was now destined 
Habeib prematurely shortened by the hand of an ignoble and obscure indivi- 

vsseyr dual, armed against his life hy the sense of injury, and by a denial ofjustice 

and and protection against the alleged wrongs and exactions of an obdurate 

In the latter part of the month of Zilhudj€,of the year twenty-three, and 
on his return to Medeinah, from the performance of a last visitation to the 
sacred shrine of Mekkah, Omar was solemnly admonished by Kaaub-nl 
-akhbaur, the traditionist perhaps, to prepare for the long journey of 
eternity ; for that of the term of life, there remained for him but the short 
interval of three days. As he was not sensible of any ailing or infirmity, 
the Khalif under some degree of surprise, expressed a desire to know, 
upon what grounds he conceived himself authorized to announce an event 
soaneful; Kaaub replied, that his information was derived from the tour- 
nyat, or Jewish scriptures, in which, he presumed to allege, that there were 
some passages, which typified the character and actions of Omar. While 
the Klialif was under the influence of these impressions, Feyrouz, a Chris- 
tian slave belonging to Moghairah the son of Shaubiah, to whom probably 
his master had given the name of Abu Lulh, but whom the Shoiahs or 
adherents of Ally have since dignified with the appellation of Shuja-ud-dein, 
the hero of their faith, procured admission to his presence; and complaining 
of the liVavy exactions of Moghairah, iiitreated that an in junction might 
be laid upon him to make some abatement in the daily sum, which he 
levied from the fruits of his industry. Upon this Omar demanded of the 
slave if he excelled in any trade or profession ; and being informed in reply, 
that he was a carpenter, sculptor and smith, and that the sum required 
by his proprietor, amounted to four dirhems* a day ; the Khalif declared, 
that, considering the endowments of which he acknowledged, himself 
possessed, the demand on the part of his master was by no means unrea-* 
sonable ; and proceeding to say, that among his other qualifications, ho 
understood he was also an excellent millwright, he demanded moreover, 
perhaps iasultingly, whether, if he should undertake to construct at his 
request a windmill for the service of the state, he might not consider hisr 
employed to infinite advantage. To this, unable any longer to suppress 
* About one shilling and ten-pence. 



Ills indignation, the slave rejoined, that he might, peradventure» find the 
means of constructing such a windmill for him^ as would be celebrated 
from east to west, and the story of which would be repeated to the end of 
time. Abd Lhlh then withdrew, and the Khalif acknowledged that he 
had presumed to threaten him with assassination. 

Watching his opportunity on the following day, while the Khalif was 
engaged in the performance of morning prayers, and the people entirely 
occupied in attending to his exhortations, in the public mosque at Medeip 
nah, the same slave having probably mixed, iinperccived, with the congre- 
gation, ruslicd forward to the pulpit ; and before they could be aware of his 
design, succeeded in inflicting on the penmn of Omar, six different wounds 
with his kieissc, or khiinjer;one of which, below the navel, completed his 
purpose: and taking advantage of the consternation into which the assem- 
bly were thrown by an act of such iinlooked for atrocity, immediately 
effected bis escape into Persian Irak; w'here, at a subsequent period, accord- 
ing to the Sheiahs, the assassin was suffered to experience a peaceable 
death in the city of Keshaun. The SAiinihs affirm on the contrary, that 
being iustaiiUy seize<J, and apprehending the punishment which awaited 
him, he cut his own throat on the spot. 

In this state, the Khalif was conveyed home, and a draught of milk, 
which he had received from one of those who attended, being observed to 
issue, mixed with blood, from the wound below his navel, it was immedi- 
. ately pronounced to be mortal ; when Ilaureth, who ha<l administered tho 
draught of milk, advised him, if he had any bequests to arrange, todispatcii; 
for *to all appearance his affairs were at a dangerous crisis. At this 
moment, Kaauh, the reputed sage already mentioned, entered the 
chamber, when Omar told him with some degree of emotion, that his 
prediction was but too truly verified ; however, he called God to witness, 
that the termination of life had in itself nothing to excite his apprehensions ; 

It was the multitude of his offences only that gave him alarm; in which 
perhaps he was not very singular. Then calling to his son Abdullah, he 
desired him to repair to Ayaishah with a message from him, not as sovereign 
of the true believers, for the fatal event of the day had terminated that 
proud distinction, but merely to state that the humble Omar wished her 
health, and besought her permission to be committed to the earth by the 
jiide of his two illustrious hqnefactors. Abdullah returned with. Ayaishaha 
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A.H.XXIIT. full assent to his father’s request. Not satisfied with this, he directed, \vhe« 
A. ^44. he ceased to live, tliat the same re<]uoat should be repeated, and if again 
*^lloii/ut complied svitli, it would be well; otherwise to commit him to the grave 
vsbulia. in the roinrnon burying ground of the Mussulmans. 

While he thus languished on the threshold of dissolution, some of the 
principal coexiles were urgent with Omar to noinuiate a sueces-^or to the 
Khelaufut ; this he declined, alleging, that the responsihihty inriirred by 
the actions of his own government, was as mneii as he could well sustain ; 
without extending it to those of another, when he was in his grave : and 
though the example of a mueli better person tliaii hiiuself, e\eu of AbG 
Bnkker might be cited for his uniiatiou, yt‘r, that of one who was as much 
superior to all the rare of Adam, ol Mahomuud hniisi lf, who iiiighl have 
exerted sueli a discretion without the pioiial)ility *»fa dissent, was, with hun 
too powerful an argunient u» the eoutr.iry. It w is im \t ‘■’iigi». vied to him, 
that with tlie acknowledged i‘X<‘elleMcit;s which n lonicd Ins chiiracter, ihe 
nomination of bis son Abdullah, would meet vvirh the entire .ipprobation 
of all the prophet’s compapioiis, whoso aecjuie .ee nee n w as jirmcipally 
necessary to provide for ; lo this he most decidedly ol»jecii (i, (icchiriug, that 
with his consent not one of the family of Omar should i ver load himself 
with such a charge; and become the source of additiona! ci-nipunction to 
him on the great day of retribution. However, he al last complied with 
their solicitations, so far as to fix their choice to one of thest; six persons, 
each of whom, he declared that the prophet, on one occasion or oihei, had 
expressly designated for a place in paradise. These were Alhf ; Otinian ; 
Saud-e~\Vekauss ; Telhah the son of Abdallah ; Zobaiv the son of VI Axewui; 
and Abdurraihman the son of Aoaff ': whom at his death he directed them to 
assemble in a species of conclave, for the purpose of chusing, from among 
themselves, that one whom they thought most worthy to be the prophet’s 
successor. 

There were, notwithstanding, many among the believers who presumed 
to question, with some degree of severity, the pretensions of these six 
worthies, to whom the honors of the Khelaufut seemed to be thus exclu- 
sively confined ; and m order to remove their doubts, which he did not 
learn without considerable dissatisfaction, Omar is now slated to have 
declared ih*^ grounds on which he conceived himself authorized to en ••»w 
tliem with such a preference. As they appear to have been of a 
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vaturc rather singular to allege in aupport of such exalted claims, they 
cannot in justice be here omitted. And first, with regard to Ms son in law 
the husband of Fautima, the prophet on a variety of occasions is declared to 
have repeated, that there was not a scene, if we may so explain it, on the awe- 
ful theatre of the clay of judgment, in which bis hand would not be found 
locked in the hand of Ally. In order to vindicate his preference of Oth- 
maii, an (.bservanon of the prophet is also introduced, in which he describes 
to Omar, all the angels of heaven united to bestow their benedictions upon 
hiin ; that Othiiiari was possessed with such unaffected piety and reverence 
for his creator, that neither through error nor design was he ever known to 
oileiid. Of Saud-e-VVekauss, the excellence rested on service performed 
in the battle ofOhud, where the arrows with which the prophet stood by 
to supply him, were directed among the enemy with such unerring skill, 
that lie was heard to pronounce thirteen times successively, that the zeal 
of Sahd would find its meed in paradise. One very cold night, during an 
CNpedition 111 whitdi he was engaged, the animal on which the prophet rode 
becoming lame, he earnestly besought heaven, that the man who should 
dismount for the accommodation of God's prophet, might secure so perma- 
nent a share of divine favor, as to be safe against the hazard of future dis- 
pleasure. At the same moment, Telhah the son of Abdullah, was observed 
to dismount, and the camel, on which Mahomnried rode, recovering from 
its lameness, the prophet undertook to announce to him, on the authority 
of the ang«-l Gdhnel, the promise, that wherever the terrors of the day of 
judgment should be I'xhibiied, that angel would be found by his side : this 
W'as accordingly the circumstance on which, he founded the claim of Telhah. 
Of /obair, the merit appears to have been derived from a similar source, 
the desire of securing the prophet’s regard by a very trifling instance of 
attention. On some occasion, when he had fallen asleep, some flies had 
settled on the prophet’s face, it being but seldom that a collection of 
sicee/s is secure from such attacks ; and Zobair was detected, when Ma- 
homined awoke, in the friendly task of fanning the flies froin his counten- 
ance ; on which the name of the tutelar archangel was again introduced as 
hailing him with the assurance, that on the same aweful day, that immortal 
spun v\ould he present to avert the flames of hell from the face (<f Zohair. 
Of tli(^ .same nature also were the grounds on which Omar endeavoured to 
establish, lastly, the prc.-emmeuce of Abdurraihinaii ; for he proceeds to 
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A.II.XXllf. relate, that inhile the prophet was, on one occasion, in the apartment of 
A . D.644. Ayaishah, his daughter Fautima, with her two children Hussun aud H(iss« 
Uouzut eyne, the objects of his fondest affection, came to visit him, the latter 

itssufl.;. crying most violently for food; moved by their sufferings, he ardently 
prayed, that a boundless sphere of happiness might be the portion 
of that person who should relieve the wants of his children. Immediately 
somebody w'as heard at the door, and on admission, found to be Abdurraih- 
man the son of Auuff, with a tray of victuals in his hand, which he said, 
he had provided as a treat for God’s prophet ; to which the latter replied, 
that a place in paradise was prepared for him, and that the munificence of 
heaven would be extended to prosper him, t*ven in this world. 

Thus consecratetJ by the venerable stamp of prophetic benediction, 
Omar sternly cautioned those who had presumed to imagine evil against 
the candidates whom he iiad marked for the succession, to desist, lest the 
most seriuns mischiefs should recoil upon themselves. He then imposed 
his dying obligation upon Abft Ttdliab, to select from among the Aiisaur, 
fifty of the bravest warriors ; with whom, when he should have breathed 
his last, he was to post himself without delay, as a guard over the conclave, 
or council of six, whose proceedings he w'as to neglect no possible exertion 
to hasten to a conclusion. 1 o constrain the opposition of a refractoiy and 
obstinate minority, he was authorized to exercise the argument of the 
sword; and where the voices appeared to be equally divided, three against 
three, he was to declare for that side on which he found the name of Ab- 
el urraihinan. The presence ot his son Abdullah might be perhaps expedi- 
ent to the council, but he was not to be suffered to interfere in any way in 
their deliberations ; neither were they on any consideration to bf allowed 
to protract the election of a Khalif, more than three days after the period 
of his death. 

It only remains to mention, that after having sustained the burden of 
royalty with unblemished reputation for the period of ten years, two months, 
and some days, Omar, in tlieclose of ZilhudJe,of the year twenty-three, took 
his departure to a state of more permanent glory. In addition to the advan- 
" tage of an illustrious descent, which in common with the prophet, he traced 
to Kaaub the son of Lauvi, this prince, the son of Ul Khetaub and 
Khaithma, was possessed of qualifications which were sufiicient to have. 


* Beujiiming of November, A. D. 644. 
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exalted him in any rank of society. To his prudence, or rather singular A.H.XXni« 
talent for discernment, the prophet bore ample testimony, when he A.D. 644. 
bestowed upon him the appellative of Faurhk auzem,* the great discrimin- Rouiut 
ator, between truth and falsehood ; and of his other virtues, if we may be lusufll. 
permitted to form an opinion from the eulogium pronounced over his 
remains, by the competitor of his views on the sovereignty, the brave and 
liberal minded Ally, the memorial would also* prove abundantly flattering. 

In this he is made to affirm, that Omar was the only person, the record of 
whose actions, and whose appearance in the presence of his creator, he 
wished his own to resemble ; neither could he doubt, as they were 
inseparable in this world, that he should be again united to the favorite of 
Omnipotence, and the friend of his bosom the faithful Abfl Bukker, in the 
mansions of eternal bliss. Profound in the knowledge of the truths of 
revelation, he feared none but his God, whose will to obey, with him, 
surpassed all other objects, and in support of whose ordinances he disdained 
all considerations of person or party. Strictly severe in the investigation 
of truth, he was equally rigid in the detection of error; and poor as he 
proved himself in the perishable possessions of this world, he was 
abundantly rich in the treasure which he had secured 'in a happier 
futurity. 

In short, apart from the lust of foreign conquest and usurpation, in 
which, unfortunately for mankind, he had too many examples to imitate, 
and to which he was, perhaps, gradually impelled by circumstances, act- 
ing upon an intemperate zeal to promote the imposture in which he was 
engaged ; the character assigned him, even by the historians of an adverse 
party, may in some respects justify us in considering the second successor 
of Mahommed, among those princes, who^by an impartial distribution of 
justice, a rigid and prudent oeconomy, and an inflexible integrity in the 
application of the resources of the state, have added substantial glory, to 
the deceitful splendors which have been too frequently known to decorate 
the insignia of royal authority. 

* He severed from his body the head of a Mahommedan, who, in a dispute with an 
Israelite, refused to abide by the decision of the prophet. Vide Sales excellent translation 
of the Kor^, Vol. 1, page 106, in tlie note. 

u 
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ik.H.XXllT. We have already observed that Omar was the first who ^sumed the 
A. D. 644. title of Ameir ul Mohmenein. He was also the first who adjudged the 
I-labeib punishment of eighty lashes to such as disregarded the prohibition against 
VHcg^r. urine ; and be set the example in which he was generally imitated by his 
successors, of perambulating the streets in disguise, in order to obscive the 
temper and manners of his people. According to his request, he was 
buried in the chapel of Ayaishah by thoside of Abfi Bukker. 

At the death of Omar, the following were the persons who governed 
under his authority in the different parts of the empire. At Medeiuah, 
Nauifia the son of Abdullah Khozz&i. Tayef, Soffeyan the son of AbduU 
lah Tbaukefy. Bassorah.and Heirah, Abik Mhssa Aishaury. Kfifah, Mo. 
jghairah the son of Shaubiab. In l^g>pt» Amr6 ul Auss. At Harness, 
Amrfi the son of Sauid. Damascus, Mauweiah. In the territory on the 
fiver Jordan, Amru the son of Ayeiiiah. In Yemen, Yauly the son of 
Omnieyab. Bahareyne, Othnian the soq of Ui Auss. And in Oman, 
Khoa^fah the son of JVlohusseo. 
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CHAP. V. 

I F the statements admitted into the preceding pages possess any claim to 
our attention, the empire of the Khalifa, under the reign of Omar, may 
be considered to have attained, pretty nearly, to those limits, which, in 
actual sovereignty at least, it appears to have surpassed at no period of its 
history. From the straits of Uabeldfiaiidel along the Red sea, through 
Egypt to the western limits of the desert of Barca, and from the latter point 
along the Mediterranean to the mouth of the Orontes, its boundary on two 
sides may be easily determined. And from Antioch, an irregular line 
drawn above Edessa and Nisibis, by the lake of Urmia to the Caspian, in 
the northern extremity of Mazanderaun, by the Suffeidrhd perhaps, con* 
tinued through the Caspian by the Kharezmian desert to the Oxus, may 
furnish some idea of its limits on that side. Another line passing from the 
Oxus in the direction of Merh, through Seiestaun, and by the mountains 
of Mekraun to the Arabian sea above cape Guadel, will enable us to form 
some conception of its boundary on a fourth side ; and the shores of the 
A'rabian sea, from the same cape to the straits of Babelmandel, will com- 
plete the outline of this puissant domain. 

It is, however^ not intended to convey an impression, that the acquisitions 
within this vast boundary were as yet b^any means permanently secured 
The great province of Khorassaun was not finally subjugated until the reign 
of Oihman ; and many formidable insurrections in different parts of the 
Persian territory, evinced on a variety of occasions, that abhorrence of 
foreign dominion, and regard for the religious rites of their ancestors, which 
Continued to animate the disciples of pyrolatty, until repeated discomfitures 
massacre and expulsion, succeeded in blending at length, with a very 
trifling exception, the vanquished with their oppressors under the united 
and powerful swjty of the Koran. 
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A.H.XXIV, Before we proceed to the circumstances which prevailed to establish 
A. D. ()44. Othman on the throne of the Khelaufut, it may be necessary to observe, 
Rouzut that the friends of Ally were by no means insensible of the leiidt'ncy of 
ufisuHit. Omar’s arrangement, to preclude him from the attainment of any views in 
the sovereign dignity which might have been formed in his favor. His 
uncle Abbas in particular, was no sooner apprized of such an arrangement 
than he advised him to oppose its execution in the very outset, by declin- 
ing a place among the electors; and on his expressing a strong repugnance 
to act in contravention to the dictates of the dying Khalif, Abbas remarked 
with some bitterness, that he would then moat assuredly experience in the 
result, what would not be very consonant either to his own or the wishes 
of bis adherents. However, when the principles on which the election 
was to be conducted, became more clearly understood, Ally made no diffi- 
culty in expressing his conviction, that he had been completely juggled out 
of his prospects, by the preponderance assigned to the vote of Ahdurraih- 
man ; since there was no reasonable ground to expect, either that he 
would decide contrary to the interests of his father in law Othman, or that 
Saud-e-Wekauss, who was the couzin german of Abdurraihman, would 
take a part in opposition to the views of his relative. So that even allow- 
ing, that Telhah and Zobair were both favorable to his appoinimenl, the 
superior weight thus attached to the voice of Abdurraihman must inevita- 
bly turn the balance against him. Upon this, after reminding him of the 
instances in which he had twice already lost the Khelaufut, by disregarding 
his admonitions, Abbas again cautioned him, as he valued his fame and 
honor, not to unite in the proceedings of the electors, unless they previously 
engaged their allegiance to him as the rightful Khalif. All this however 
passed, without producing any inlfliciice either on the conduct or fortunes 
of Ally. 

At all events, When they had acquitted themselves of the last solemn 
duties, in committing the remains of Omar to the grave, Mokdaud ul Ass- 
wad, probably the same person who has already claimed our attention 
under the appellative of AbOt Telhah, proceeded in conformity to the 
' instructions of the deceased Khalif, to convoke the conclave or council of 
six, who were accordingly assembled, including Ally, either in the hall of 
the treasury, or, according toothers, in the dwelling of Fautima, the sister 
of Esbauth the sou of Keyss. Here, as they seemed disposed to enter 
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intP tedious discussions in support of their respective claims, Abdur- 
raihman thought fit to close the debate, by suggest iug»a method which he A. P. 644. 
conceived best calculated to bring their deliberations to a speedy decision. Rouzut 
This was, that one half of the electors should transfer their power of ussuffil. 
nominating individually to the other half. f)h which, Zobair declared, 
that for Ills part, he resigned his concern in the affair, to the discretion of 
Ally ; Telhah conferred his right of choice upon Othman ; and Saud-e- 
Wvkauss confided his interests to Abdurraihman. The latter then imme- 
diately renounced the Khelaufiit both in his own behalf and that of his 
brother Saud ; and in consequence of an act so apparently disinterested, it 
was ultimately agreed to by the whole, that they should accede without 
reserve to the nomination of Abdurraihman. 

The electors had now separated, when Abdurraihman dispatched a con- 
fidential person to demand from Ally, to whose authority he was disposed 
to submit, provided the choice to the Khelauful did t>ot fall upon himself. 

Ally pronounced in favor of Othman. And to a similar question proposed 
to himself, Othman declared reciprocally in favor of Ally. Telhah and 
Zobair were next sent for, and to the same demand, the latter replied in 
favor of Ally, and the former for Othman. Then turning to Saud, Abdur- 
/aihinan requested him to state, since they had both divested themselves of 
all claim to the distinction, whom he thought most worthy of the impor- 
tant charge. The suffrage of Saud was given for Othman ; whence it was 
not difficult to decide, that the chance of the succession seemed pretty 
equally suspended between these two personages. In order, however, to 
determine his choice by every plausible expedient in his power, Abdurraih- 
man employed a near relative, on the night preceding the final adjustment, 
to conduct both Ally and Othman to his chamber, where the following 
question was separately proposed to them ; whether they would engageto 
govern in conformity to the law of God, as exhibited in the Kor4n, to the 
ordinances of hia prophet, and to the virtuous example set before them by 
Ah(i ilukker and Omar ? This, with a modest reserve. Ally engaged to 
do, to the extent of his abilities; but Othman, with an eagerness which < 

betrayed bis avidity for power, and a confidence which is not always the 
index to superior worth, engaged for the ,full performance, without the 
smallest reserve. On winch, observing that there was nothing further to 
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say, Abdurraihman dismissed them with an assurance that on the following 
day his decision shoi^d be pronounced before the public. 

The ensuing day, accordingly, the fourth, as it would appear from the 
death of Omar, in a full assembly of the prophet’s companions, and theif 
clientage convened in the principal mosque of Medeinah, Abdurraihman, 
at the conclusion of morning prayer, ascended the pulpit ; and demanded 
aloud of the five electors, if it was still clearly understood among them, that 
the nomination to the Khelaufut was absolutely consigned to his discretion ; 
and when they had all expressed themselves in the Bffiriiiative,he added, that 
for his own part, he had neglected no means of information in his power to 
direct him in his choice, which he further declared should he governed by 
no kind of attachment to any party whatever. To proiract the deve- 
lopernent of his plot to the very verge of cxecurion, he called upon Ally to 
approach ; but when the latter drew near, according to desire, Abdurraih- 
knan suddenly held back his hands, until he had resumed his seat. 
The result, it will not be difficult to anticipate. Otiiman wa>% now desired 
to come forward, and the question proposed to him the preceding night 
was again repeated ; to which he returned the same unqualifii d reply. 
Upon this Abdurraihman, raising his eyes to the roof of the building, 
invoked the majesty of heaven to witness, that he hud cast the yoke of the 
Khelaujut on the shoulders of Othman ; and striking his hand upon that of 
Otliuian, immediately pledged his allegiance to him ; a tiiiniiltuous move- 
ment seemed to agitate the assembly, the multitude pressing from all sides 
ofrhe mosque, to follow his example; but Ally, and Abbas with his son 
Abdullah, kept their seats, with the design of quitting the place without 
engaging their faith to Othman. An admonition from Abdurraihman pre- 
vailing however upon Ally to forego the dictates of sf lf interest, they 
acquiesced with a good grace, and submitted to acknowledge the validity of 
the election, by giving their hands to the successful candidate. 

The transaction which elevated Othman to the throne of the Khalifs, is 
however, elsewhere related with some further variation, but with this itwould 
be unnecessary to load the attention of the reader. It is even asserted by 
several writers, that the validity of the election would have been disputed 
wirii the sword, were it not for the repugnance which dwelt in the bosom 
of Ally, against the effusion of Mussulman blood. While it is otherwise 
pretended, that Abdurraihman, by the previous precaution of sounding the 
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incYInationi of the chiefkof the Koraish, had discovered that opinions were A.H.XX1V.« 
gk-norally avei ae towarda Ally as a man inured to bloodshed^ before he finally A. p.. 644. 
ventured to pronounce in favor of Othmaii. But, that the latter attained Habeib 
to the object of his ambition through the superior address of his son in law, usseyr. 

more than thmngh any advantage of talents or qualification which he 
otherwise possessed beyond bis rival, the circumstances altogether appear 
pretty clearly to determine. 

An act of misguided vengeance, exercised by Abdullah Omar, for a 
suspected participation in the guilt of his father’s murder, is the first occur* 
rence, which appears to have claimed the notice of the historian, after the 
accession of Othman. The name of llormhzan has already met our 
observation under tlie preceding reign, as presiding over Kbfizestaun 
when that province was attacked by the troops of Omar. Under the 
Persian monarchy, he appears to have, held his government with peculiar 
and even regal privileges, though this was not unusual with the great 
Satraps* of the empire ; nor was it until the means of resistance were 
exhausted, that he submitt(*d to the superior fortune of his invaders, by 
whom he was at last taken and conveyed to Medeinah ; where, as formerly 
related, he became in a short time, either through menace or persuasion, a 
proselyte to Uslain. In this city, on a trifling pension from the public 
treasury, he resided under the particular protection of tbeBenni Haushem; 
until the assassination of Omar was perpetrated by the hand of Abfi Lijllfi, 

•with whom, unfortunately, and Jeheinah another Christian, he had con- 
tracted a very intimate friendship. When the assassin had efiected his 
escape in the general confusion, out of the mosque, he was according to the 
belief of the Sfinnihs, or sect of Omar, closely pursued by one of the Benui 
Temeim, who put him to death, and carried the Khunjur or Kreisse, with 
which he had wounded theKhalif, to Abdurraihman the son of Abfi Buk* 
ker. Abdurraihman delivered the fatal dagger to the son of Otnar, and 
without suspecting, as it is stated, that he would be immediately carried 
away, without further examination, by the dictates of a blind revenge, 
mtimated, that one day he had observed Ab^ Lfilfi entering the house of 
Hortuhzan, in company with Jeheinah, bearing this same dagger in his hand. 

* Perhaps it is a lair conjecture to hazard, that this sppeUadoa may be derived, fiom tba 
Persiaa term Sbahterruf, On tkepari king* 
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A.H.XXIV. The circumstance was, however, no sooner communicated to him, than, 
A.l). ()44. without a moments consideration, Abdullah flew in search of Hormfl^ 
' Habcib Jelieinah, both of whom lie immediately sacrificed to his vengeance, 
ukbeyr. In consequcnce of this rash act, the son of Omar was arrested in con* 
formity to the law, and consigned to the custody of Soheib the son of 
Semnaun the Greek, until the succession to the Khelaufut should be 
determined. Accordingly, when that important point had been adjusted 
he was brought before Othmaii, who proceeded to deliberate on what 
species of punishment, the claims of Justice required he should inflict on 
the oflender. Ally was decidedly of opinion, that he was amenable to the 
most rigorous severity of the law of retaliation. Others of the companions 
suggested, that if such a rigorous course were adopted, they would expose 
themselves to the stigma of having one day imbrued their hands in the 
blood of the fathrr, and the next in that of the son. A third parly professed 
to warn the Klialif against incurring the charge of precipitation, by the 
very first measure of his government. Othinan pursued a moderate course, 
and liaving liquidated the fine of blood from liis private purse, he caused 
Abdullah to be set at large. The latter, however, continuing to apprehend, 
that at some period or other, the rigor of the law might still be inflicted 
upon him, took an opportunity of withdrawing to Damascus, where he 
sought the protection of Mauweiali ; and, as will be hereafter related, 
perished of his wounds, received in the cause of that successful usurper, 
in the war of Sefleyne. 

About six months after the accession of Othman, a revolt at Ilamadaiin 
called his attention to the affairs of that quarter; but tlie approach of 
Moghairah the lieutenant of Kflfah, appears to have dispelled the rising 
storm without bloodshed. A similar attempt, to shake off the yoke of the 
conquerors, among the citizens of R&i, was not destined to be more suc- 
cessful ; they were again reduced to submission by some of the chiefs 
who served under the authority of the governor of Kf^fah, whose power, 
for a long time, seems to have extended to the greater part of the conquests 
in Persia. Not long after, Othman resolved, notwithstanding, to remove 
Moghairah from his government, in order to restore it to Saud-e-Wekauss ; 
a measure, which he alleged to have been bequeathed by his predecessor, 
as some atonement for the unmerited disgrace which he had been formerly 
compelled to ac^udge that respectable chieftain to suffer. But when 
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Sand had continued in possession of hJs recovered honors about twelvemonths, A.H.XX1V. 
and the people of Kufah had had an opportunity of doing justice to the A. D. 644. 
benevolence and purity of liis character, they found that he was to be again Rouzut 
removed to make room for an uterine brother of the Khalifs, ^aleid the usiuffiU 
son of Aukkebiih, son of Moglieitt, whom they did not hesitate to stigma- 
tize as the votary of every species of vice and debauchery. This was the 
first instance in which Othman betrayed that imprudent partiality for the 
members of liis own family, the foundation of those clamours and ultimate 
hostility, which produced his final destruction. And yet it is acknow- 
lodg(‘(l that the same Waleid, during a period of live years in which he 
retained the government of Khfah, conducted himself with such ability 
and attention to the happiness of the people entrusted to hiscare ; residing 
in a house, the doors of which, in order to facilitate the access of the 
agijncved and the indigent, he had caused to be taken away ; as to com- 
mand universal approbation ; until at the expiration of that period, repairing 
unfortunately to public worship in a state of intoxication ; and proceeding 
through four prostrations, instead of two prescribed by the ritual for morn- 
ing prayers, the scandalous indecorum was reported to Othman ; by whom 
he was mnncdiatoly recalled to Medeinah, and there condemned to suffer 
from the hand of Abdullah the son of Jauffer Tcyaur, the discipline of the • 
double whip. 'I'his, however, was a circumstance which did not occur 
until six years after the period under present consideration. It remains to 
notice, that the twenty-fourth of (he Hidjera, from the malady which 
raged with great violence at Medeinah in the course of that year, has 
received from Arabian writers, the appellation of Sunneh-urriuufT, the year 
of tlie dysentery. 

In the twenty-fifth of the Hidjera, Amrh the lieutenant of Egypt was ^ 
engaged in the suppression of a revolt in the people of Alexandria, whom ^ D. 645 / 
he, however, succeeded in reducing to their allegiance. The province of 
Azerbaijaun, which had also been in a state of rebellion, capitulated to 
return to its duty, with VVah*id the governor of Kfjfah, employed about 
the same period, at the head of the Khalifs armies in i*ersia. 

In ihe course of the same year, a t ivision of the troops of Syria, under 
Jeib the sun of iMusselnia, was directed to proceed against the frontier of 
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A.H.XXV. llie Greeks ofConstantinople ; while Scimaun the son of Rebeiah, in pur- 
A.D. 646. suaiice of instructions from Othman, marched by order of Waleid with d 
Habeib detachment of the force under his command towards the same destination, 
usseyr. Before these two commanders had been, however, able to form a junction, 
the former embraced an opportunity of engaging the Mirzebaiin, or general 
of the frontier, one of the Greek emperor’s most distinguished officers, 
who had advanced to oppose him at the head of eighty thousand men, in 
the neighbourhood of Shumshaut,* and succeeded in obtaining a complete 
victory. The ensuing day he was joined by Selmaun, with the troops of 
KOifah ; and as the booty which had fallen into the hands of the victors was 
very considerable, their general laid claim to a proportion, and received a 
peremptory refusal from Jeib. A dispute was the consequence, in which 
both parties had recourse to their arms ; but the Syrians appearing to have 
the disadvantage in this disgraceful feud, Jeib requested that the affair 
might be peaceably arbitrated ; after considerable discussion it was at last 
agreed to appeal to the judgment of tlic Khaleifali. The decision was 
favorable to the claim of Selmaun ; and the blood which fell on this occasion, 
is recorded to have been the first drawn between the people of Khfah and 
Pamascus. 

Jeib remained with his division on the borders of the Greek emperor’s 
territories, while Selmaun conducted his troops into Armenia, whither he 
had been already preceded by continual alarms of the rapid progress of 
Mahominedism ; and as the hearts of all men were already half subdued by 
the impression of terror, he was accordingly victorious wherever he made 
his appearance. After glutting himself with conquest in the hither 
Armenia, Selmaun passed the K6rr or Cyrus, and entered Shirvaiin, with 
the prince of which he concluded a treaty of peace. Fromhence he directed 
his march towards Derbund. At this period the Khaugan, or Khaiin of 
the Tartars, was encamped under the Baubulabi^aub, orCaspiae portse, with 
an army, if we are to credit the report of the historian, of not less than 
three hundred thousand men; and yet on intelligence that these formidable 
invaders were approaching, such was the iiiconceiveable dismay with 
which they w^re preceded, that he immediately retreated. I'he chiefs of 
the Tartarian steppes, or plains, were, however, not easily reconciled to such 
a resolution ; and they boldly remonstrated with their sovereign on the 
disgrace and shame pf retiring before an enemy, the utmost of whose force 

• Ssmint-Sainosata. 
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could not exceed ten thousand men« The Khaun persisted, however in AiH.XXy« 
li is resolution, assigning for reason, his conviction, that the Arabs were A.D. 646 * 
heaven descended ; that they were invulnerable, either by sword or Habeib ^ 
arrow ; and that it would, therefore, be a folly to contend with them. uneyr^ 
Under such impressions he continued his flight with redoubled speed, 
followed by the Mahommedan general, who pursued without halting to 
the walls af lialkhjird. lii the fertile and delightful neighbourhood of this 
city, the Arabian army was encamped for a considerable time; as well to 
aflord a respite from fatigue, as to collect the spoils of the enemy. But 
while thus stationary, one of the scouts belonging to a party of Khezzez,a 
Tartar oordrl, or hord inhabiting the western shore of the Caspian, employed to 
watch their motions, exploring the out skirts of the camp, came undiscovered 
upon an Arab who was bathing in the river; and, for the sake of experiment, 
let fly an arrow at him. The Arab Tell; and the Tartar striking off his 
head, conveyed it immediately to the camp of the Khaugan, at whose feet 
lie laid tins coiiviiiciiig proof, that this heaven descended race was not 
exempted from the common lot of man. The Tartar prince resuming 
courage from the incident, determined to hazard an attack upon the inva* 
ders; against whom, he accordingly led his multitudes, and succeeded in 
giving them a total defeat ; neither the general, nor any of his followers, 
escaping to describe the fatal result. 

Intelligence of this sanguinary discomfiture was received at M* deinah 
with the deepest concern ; and to prevent the mischief from extending 
itself into other quarters, orders were immediately transmitted by Othman 
to Jeib, to advance with the Syrian troops from Shumshaut into Armenia 
without delay; to maintain the possession of that province, and when oppor- 
tunity should occur to give battle to the enemy. In pursuance of his insiruc- 
ciioiis, Jeibconductedhisarmyby therouteofDerbundofihe BenniZouaurah 
against the city of Khelaut, the castle of which he earned by storm ; the whole 
of the infidel garrison being put to the sword, and the women and children 
reduced to slavery. Upon this return of success, he directed his march 
towards the cities of Mfttammer, of which, he had already by letter sum- 
moned the chiefs to submit to the authority of Isslam. In consequence of 
this, a deputation of the nobles of the country repaired to the camp of 

X2 
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Jeib, and by a present of eighty thousand dirhems,* appear to have prevailed 
upon him to outer into some species of treaty with them. However, while 
he was engaged in extending the influence of Issiam, by all the expedients 
he could devise, he was suddenly superseded by Kliox/eifah the son of 
Mohussen, who presented him with the lette rs of Otliman depriving him 
of his command. Jeib submissive^ acquiesced, and returned into Syria. 
Khozzeifah continued at the head of affairs in that quarter for about twelve 
months, when he appears to have voluntarily withdrawn to his province of 
Oman, leaving the command to Moghairah. Tins latter was, however, 
permitted to retain hisauthority but fora very short period, being removed 
by Otliii(ian to make room for Eshauth the son of Ke^^ss, in whose hands 
the government of Persia and Azerbaijaun now continued to the conclusion 
of this reign. 

The territory of Kauzeriin and the white fort, lying betwixt Istakhar 
and the Persian gulph, appear to have held out until the twciity>sixth of 
the Hidjorah, when they were both reduced by Otliinaii the son of Al)i ul 
Auss. The same year was also distinguished by a formidable expedition 
into Western Africa.*)* The Khalif had considered it expedient about this 
period to introduce a change in the system which had hitherto prevailed 
in the government of Egypt; by siqiarating the deparimeiii of the revenue, 
which he now assigned exclusively toOheidullah or Abdullah theson ofSand, 
son of Abi Sftrudje, from that of the army which remained with AmrCr, 
whose authority became hence forward intirely restricted to the military 
controul. This was, however, an arrangement which did not by any means 
coincide with the views of Ainr(i, who, by long possession, had been pro- 
bably accustomed to consider himself as almost independently established 
in his government. Shortly afterwards, the troops in Egvpt having been 
augmented by considerable reinforcements under Abdullah Rauffia, the 
generals in that province were directed by Othman to proceed to the final 
reduction of Africa; and ultimately of Andaluss, or Spain, so called by the 
orientals from the southern part of that peninsula. Hut as some obstacles 
appear to have opposed the immediate prosecution of the enterprise, princi- 
pally from the contentious and refractory spirit, with which, in resentment 
for the introduction of that plan, by which he had been deprived of the 
most lucrative portion of his authority, AmrCi contrived to embarrass the 


• About 1 ,833^. 6s, dt/, t Meghreb. 



pmceedings of his collegue, it was suspended until these obstacles could A.H.XXVI* 
be removed. Proofs, however, were not long wanting, that the discontent A. D. Uz. 
of Ainrh was not to be restrained from breaking out by any considerations Habeib 
of public duty ; and complaints of the embarrassments which he continued usi^r. 
to experience from his conduct, being transmitted toOrhman by Obeidul- 
lah ^aud, lie was ultimately suspended from the command of the army, 
which was now added to the powers already enjoyed by his obnoxious rival. 

In consequence of his degradation, Amr6 repaired to Medeinah equally 
mortified and aggrieved ; and entering intt*! an immediate and intimate 
correspondence withSaud-eWekauss, cordially united with him in aspers-< 
ing, and bringing contempt on the administration of Othman. Hut as a 
public and mure determined proof, that all the ties of friendship between 
them were forever dissolved, Ainrft proceeded to divorce his wife, for no 
other alleged reason than because she was the maternal sister of Othman. 

Jn the mean time, the army destined for the African expedition became 
every day more formidable by the reinforcements which were continually 
arriving from Medeinah ; and among other noble persons who hastened to 
take a share in the enterprise on this occasion, are found the respectable 
names of Abdullah the son of Abbas, Abdullah the son of Omar, and 
Abdullali the son of Zobair. Obeidullah Saud, the lieutenant of Egypt, 
with an army thus powerfully augmented, and no longer embarrassed by 
the intrigues of Amru, imiiKdiately advanced into the African territory. 

In th(* neighbourhood of the city of Sheheitlah, or Sufetula, he was opposed 
by Jerji'ir or Oregory, the lieutenant of the Oreek emperor Constantine 
the son lleraclius, at the head of one hundred and twenty thousand men. 

Over these, after a series of hostilities, for the periodof forty days in which. , 

success was dubious, he at last obtained a complete victory, through the 
signal valour and address of Abdullah Zobair, who killed the Greek 
gcMieral Gregory, with his own hand. Obeulullah Saud then led his troops 
against .Sheheitlah, which submitted after a short re.sislaiice, rewarding the 
victorious invaders with a booty, which gave to every private horseman a 
sliarc of three thousand dinaurs,* and one thousand dinaurs to every foot 
soldier in the army. 

Disccuirageri by these defeats, the Africans appear to have relinquished 
all idea of further resistance ; and Obeidullah consented to give them a 
* At the lowest computation about lj375/. (b. 0</. 
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A.H.XXVI. pTccnrrous peace, for the almost incredible sum (if of gold) of two million 
A. I). (H7. iive hundred thousand dinaurs.* As a reward for his singular prowess in 
" Habcib course of the campaign, the daughter of the Greek general was given 
usseyr, to the destroyer of her father, Abdullah Zobair, who was at the same time 
dispatched to Mcdeinah by the son of Abi Surudje, in charge of the fifth 
of (he spoils of Shcbeitlah, and of the other coii(|iicred cities of Africa. 
These spoils were afterwards disposed of, by the Klialif, to Merwaun the 
eon of U1 Hukkum, whose ascendancy over the the mind of‘ Otbnnm was 
now begining to discover its effects, for the sum of five hundred thousand 
dinaiirs.-)- On the same occasion, Merwaun ren ived from his master a 
gratuitous donation of one hundred thousand diiniius;+ all which did not 
fail to operate on the clamorous and discontented spint which already pre- 
vailed among the citizens of Meileinah. Olieidnilah Siiud continued in 
the African territory for about fifteen months; a" the close of which, hie 
returned into Egypt, leaving the administration of Ins recent conquests, to 
Abdullah the son of Rauffia, sou of Abdul keyss. 

In the twenty-seventh of the Hidjera, this same Abdullah Raufifia is 

A H xxvn * 

A U 648 * passed over into Spain the southern part of which he is said 

to have subjugated to the authority of the MahoniiiKMliins. Of this impor- 
tant event, our author furnishes no other particulars, than that the* govern- 
ment of Andalusia was on this occasion consigned to Abdullah Naiiffia the 
flon of U1 lifisseyne, and that it was the first enterprise undertaken on 
the part of the Arabs against Western Europe, that appears recorded in the 
annals ofisslam. 

AHXXVIIT following, according to the testimony of the majority of 

A D. 6'4y. historians, Mauweiah thelieutenantof Syria, equipped a powerful armament 
against the islands of Cyprus and Rhodes, (Zedus) both of which, he 
reduced to submission. Exclusive of the booty acquired on this expedition* 
to an immense amount, they have not forgotten to mention, eight thousand 
beautiful captives, of both sexes, condemned, on this oocasion, to what 
must have been considered the most dreadful of all misfortunes, Mahom- 
medan slavery. 

Abfi Mu'^sa Aishaury had hitherto continned to administer the govern- 
ment of Bassorah for many years, in a manner to secure the approbation 

♦ About 1.145,833/. &. 8J. 
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•f the inhabitants ; but either the love of change, or some occasion of A.H.XX1X} 
discontent having induced them to complain against him, during the A. D. 650. 
twenty-ninth of the Hidjera, the Khalif embraced the opportunity of 
indulging his prcd>jmiDant failing, by transferring that government from usscyr. 
Ab6 M(issa, to the son of bis maternal uncle, Abdullah the son of Aamer 
Ghoreizah. 

In the close of the same year, certain deviations from the practice of his Boszab 
predecessors, in conducting the ceremoiiiesof the pilgrimage, at Mekkah and uisuffA.’ 
the vicinity, contributed to extend more widely the discontents already 
prevailing against the government of Otbman ; involving him in a contro-^ 
versy with his couzin Abdurraihman, the principal instrument of his 
eli'valion, who did nt)t fail to remonstrate with him on the imprudence of 
his conduct. What appears rather rxtrar>rdinary, unless considered as a 
departure from that simplicity of manners which distinguished his coun- 
trymen, the provi-Nhui which he made for the entertainment of the pilgrims 
on this occasion, iiiidcr a sfiacious tent expanded in the valley of Moina for 
the purpose, was perverted by the Assauhs or companions of the prophet, 
int4) an additional ground of censure aOvl dissatisfaction. On his return to 
]Mec1einah, an incident also occurred, which might have operated on 
superstitious minds to produce a presage unfavorable to the permanence of 
his reign. In superintending some workmen whom he had employed to 
sink a well, about two miles fromthe city, the prophet’s seal, which the 
Khalif wore on his finger, and which had hitherto securely passed from 
hajid to liand through bis predecessors, to his great mortification, dropped 
into the well ; and, notwithstanding the must diligent search, could never 
afterwards be recovered. 

The thirtieth year of the Hidjera, appears to have been distinguished ^ 
by a foriiiidahle insurrection at Istakhar, in which, the governor, Obeidullah a. i) 
Mukummer, fell a sacrifice to the fury of the insurgents. On this occasion ~ 
tlic fugitive Yezdejird hastened for the last time, to put himself at the ussuffit 
111 ad of his subjects, with the remnant of troops and faithful followers . and 
whose att.ichmeut to his fortunes, no extremity of distress or danger, had Habeib 
hitherto h en sufficient to destroy. In the neighbourhood of that ancient 
capital ot the empire, he was again defeated with great loss, by Abdullah 
the soiiot Omar, iri conjunction with Othman the son of Abi ul Auss; i»r>. 
according to others, by baud the sou ol Ul Auss, whom the Khalif employed 
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to suppress llie revolt, and re^^tore his insulted authority. Yezdojird 
escaped, hf)wever, once more, into Khorassaun ; and this may perhaps have 
determined the views of the Mahommedans more seriously towards the 
final subjugation of that powerfuland extensive province; in which, although 
their incursions had on a former occasion In en carried to the banks of the 
Oxus, they had hitherto established no pernMnent possession. In that 
direction Abdullah Omar appears for a short tune to have pursued the van- 
quished prince; but having made himself master of Daurnljuz, Darabjcrd 
perhaps, and Jour, he returned to besiege Jsrakhar ; the citadel of which, he 
ultimately carri(>d by assault, putting to the sword great numbers of the 
ancient IVrsian nol>ility, who had sought a temporary and precarious asylum 
within the walls of that fortress. Abdullah now received orders from Oth- 
man to return, and leave the management of affairs in Parss, ni the hands 
of Kahrem the son of Hahan, of ihe tribe of Obed, and two other chieftains 
whose names it would be unnecessary to repeat. 

Among the events of this year, we are led to include an expedition into 
Jhrjaun,* which took place about this period, under Saud or Sauid the son 
of Ul Auss, accompanied by Abdullah Abbas, Abdullah the son of Omar, 
Abdullah the son of Zohair, already so distinguished by his exploits in 
Africa ; Abdullah the son of Amr{l and Khnzzeifah ul Yemaiini, with others 
of the most illustrious names, that had hitheito distinguished the records of 
Isslim. According to some authorities, the youthful Itmiums, lJussun and 
HOsseyne, served their maiden campaign on this occasion. 'I'lie enterprise 
appears to have terminated in the submission of the metropolis, which, 
together with the province, may have borne m common the name of .lur- 
jaun, and was allowed to purchase peace, by a contribution of two hund- 
red thousand diiiaurs.'l’ 

In the midst of some contrariety of date and statements, W'e are perhaps 
best supported in placing the death of Yezdejird, and the final rerluctioii of 
Khorassaun, under the thirty-first of the llidjera. it already appears, that 
this unhappy monarch, on liis recent defeat near Istakhar. had directed 
his flight to that quarter, whither the amhilion of Abdullah Aamer the 
governor of Kassorah, was now further stimulated by the importunities of 
£hnif the son of Keyss, to pui'sue him ; and secure to himself the glory of 

* To the south east of the Caspian. f At the lowest ,0166/. 1 3«. id. 
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ttddiiig so largely to the possessions of Isslim, by the conquest of this noble A.H.XXXI- 
l)rovince ; which, he accordingly solicited, and obtained the permission of A.D. 651. 
Othman, to undertake. In the prosecution of the enterprize, his march Habeib 
appears to have led him through Parss, to the borders of Kermaun, which usseyc 
latter province he found in a state of rebellion ; this was, however, quelled, 
without much apparent difficulty, by a detachment of one thousand hoise, 
under Mftjaushia the son of Mhssaood, whom he employed on that service. 

Kebbeiali the son of Zeiaud, of the tribe of li^reth, being then dispatched 
to secure the obedience of Seiestaun, Abdullah, with the main body of his 
army, the advanced guard of which he had placed under the immediate 
direction oi Khnif the son of Keyss, proceeded through the desert which 
appears on that side to cover the approach towards Khoi‘assauii. liaving 
cum|)i'llcd the city of Tabass to surrender on capitiilatOn, he entered the 
Kohestaun ; from the sturdy inhabitants of which inorintainous region, he 
appi'ars to have met with the only material resistince, on his progress 
towards Noyshapur, which he lound the natives of the surrounding terri- 
tory had made every preparation to defend again^i, him. 

When he last withdrew intc» Kliorassaun, in the abundant population 
and rcsoui’cesol which, as it th"n stood, he might* .jaiuiat'y Lavc Mattered 
himself with some hope of a suspension to the crisis of his fate, 
and to the di'jiarting glories of his house, the unhappy Yezdejird, 
with that faithful band of noble relatives, and others who continued to 
share his destiny, was received into the city of Merh : but the period 
wa's now arrived, which an over-ruling providence had marked for the final 
<lissolution of thcjiower of the Benni Sassan. The conductor their unfor- 
tunate monarch began liow to exhibit to his followers those marks of 
asperity and impatience, which an unmerited succession of evils may be 
supposi^d capable of producing, sometimes, even nri the firmest minds. 

Provoked by some harsli expressions dropped at a moment of irritability, 

Mahhiah the prince or satrap of Merh, resolved, in a fit of blind resent- 
ment, to betray the interests of his sovereign ; and immediately entered into 
a correspondence with the Kliaugan of Transoxiana for the purpose of 
putting him in possession of the country entrusted to his charge. The 
Tartar prince, to whom he was already allied by a mariiagc with his daugh- 
ter, acceded with little hesitation to th€ proposals of his sou in law ; and 



A.axxxr. 

A.D. ()5i. 

Habcib 

UbStyr 

and 

Rouzut 

Uisuffa. 


163 

crossing the Jeyhun at the head of his troops, appeared, as had been pre-* 
viously concerted, under cover of the night, under the walls of Meru ; the 
gates of which were thrown open by the tiaitor at his approach. Thus 
assailed by a danger equally sudden aqd unexpected, and alarmed perhaps 
at the fearful prospect of domestic treason, Yezdejird precipitately fled the 
town ; and having proceeded to the distance of about two farsangs, on 
foot and unattended, he ventured to approach a water mill, from the 
solitary inhabitant of which, he implored an asylum for the remainder of 
the night. The miller stipulating for the paltry sum of four dirhems,* of 
which he said ho stood in want to satisfy the demand of .a rigid landlord, 
the illustrious fugiti\e consigned to his possession his sword and royal cestus, 
estimated at the 'ggregate revenue of an empire. Awakened by the con- 
templation of these precious pledges, a detestable spirit of avarice deter- 
mined this savage monster to embriie his hands in the blood of his 
sleeping guest ; in order to render himself also master of the rich and splen- 
did apparel in which he saw him arrayed ; and having carried his atrocious 
design into execution, he cast the lifeless body into the river. In the 
mean time, the people o^Meru, unappnsed of the treacherous plans of their 
governor, having risen >fn arms to oppose the entrance of the Khaugan, 
attacked him on all sides with such determined and unexpected resoluiioib 
that he found it expedient to withdraw with considerable precipitation, 
through the neighbouring desert towards the .feyhuri, which he hastened 
to recross, on Ins return to his capital of Bokhilra. The I’crsians now 
coiiinieiiccd a search, in order to discover the retreat of their sovereign, 
whose body, stripped of its apparel, they found in the stream into which 
it had been thrown ; and the splendid appurtenances of departed royalty in 
the hands of the miller, sufficiently proclaimed the author of the detestable 
and atrocious parricide, whom they sacrificed to their just and immediate 
vengeance. Mahuiah is said, for a season, to have escaped the punishment 
due to his crimes ; and, however inconsistently, to have been the person 
by whom the remains of Yezdejird were ultimately conveyed to Istakhar, 
to be deposited in the sepulchre of the Persian moiiarchs Feidfissy, 
however, by whom, in the last pages of the Shahnainah, the fate of Yezde- 
jird is described, with all the circumstances of poetical detail, and with 

^ About oBovhilUng and ten-pence. 
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fome variation in point Of fact, informs us, that MahAiah was not suffered A,H.XXXI'4 
long to survive his betrayed and murdered sovereign ; that he was delivered A. D. 651. 
up to Puzshen the prince of Samarkand, and by him condemned to a Habcib 
painful and lingering death ; his hands and feet being first successively uss^c 
amputated, and his carcase finally thrust into a bag of burning sand. 

After sustaining a siege of four months, the city of NeyshapOr submitted 
at length to the authority of Abdullah Aumer, who found himself thus at 
liberty to prosecute his designs against the province at large. The lieu« 
tenant of I fisse, or Tooss, had already joined his standard, while engaged 
in the siege of Neyshapur, wliicli, as an encouragemeut to similar instances 
of early submission, was placed under his government. Ehnif the son of 
Keyss, whose previous knowledge of the country must have qualified him 
to hold a conspicuous share in the undertaking, was employed to make 
himself master of Herat ; while oiln*r commanders proceeded in different 
directions, in order to liastoii the subjugation of those places, wliicii might 
still coiuinue disposed to assert the rights of the ancient establishment.. 

The governois of Abiwerd, Nissa, and Sirkhess, were among the first who 
yielded to the authority of the invaders ; and the Mirzebaun and inhabitants 
of Herat, were received to the degrading condition of tributaries on the 
prompt payment of one million of dirhems.* It is furtb.er stated, in this 
place, that a negociation was opened at the same period with Abdullah 
Aumer, by Mahhiah the governor of McrCi, whieh concluded in an eiigage- 
meiit to furnish on the spot, a contribution of two million two hundred 
thousand dirhems, and an amuial tribute for the future, of six hundred 
thousand dirhems.J In all probability lie formed the expectation of 
reestablishing, on the basis of a treaty with the Arabs, that authority which 
he had forfeited by the attempt to betray his government to the Tartars ; 
otherwise, this is a circumstance not recnucileable with the preceding part 
of the narration. Shortly afterwards the son of Keyss, by the reduction of 
Bulkli, Tokharestaun an ; Talekauii, succeeded in planting the standards of 
Isslum on the banks of the Oxus, from whence they have never been 
withdrawn. 

Conceiving the conquest of Khorassaun as now completed, Abdullah 
Aumer became desirous of displaying the trophies of his good fortune in 

• About 22,<)lbV. I3s, 4</. t About 50,4l6/. 15f. 4i. t About 13,7501, 
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A.H.XXXf. the bosom of his native country; consigning therefore the management 
A. of the ri'crnt acquisitions to Keyss the sou of Ilcithurn, (or, as he is elsc» 

Haljcil> where denominated, the son of Sulleh) and Kiialed the son of AlHlullah, 
ussfyr roiiiiiiniiig the military command, however, in Ehnif the son of Keyss, 
and returned without further deliberation into llejauz. llis reception 

iLbufl'i ^'^*'**^* Othmari was not such as to jnstily this olivious dereicction of 
duty, in aliandotiing, for the gratification of a childish vanity, so remote 
a frontier of the empire to the hazard of contingencies, against wliich he 
could no longer pretend to provide. lie was, notwithstanding, continued 
in the government of Rassorah, and from thence siiflTered to exercise by 
deputation his authority over the province of Khorassaun. 

If we are to credit the testimony of the Persian historians, the year 
thirty-one produced events eminently disastrous, and ultimately fatal to 
one of the Greek emperors of Constantinople, to whom they have assigned 
the name of Constantine the son of ] [eraelins. An annaiiient of five hun- 
dred vessels had been equipped by this prince, to make an effort for the 
recovery of Alexandria, and the fertile territory of the Nile; but being 
attacked by the Mahommedan fleet of forty sail, undcT the command of 
Abdullah llebbeiah, it W'as defeated with gioat loss, near a station called 
Ziiiit ussowaur. According to one of the Knfite writers, the emperor was 
pieseiit in this naval conflict, and cscapi'd with infinite difficulty and hazard 
to his capital; and the force by wdiich the attempt was rendered so rom- 
plctcly abortive, appears to have been fittcnl out in conrert, by Mauweiab, 
and Obeidullali the son of Sand the lieutenant of Euypt. It was on this 
occasion, that in eonsequcncc of the reproachful and irreverent terms, in 
which, in the course of a dispute with himself, they presumed to speak of 
Othnnin, Mahommed the son of Abu Uukker, and Mahommed the son of 
Abi Khozzeifah, were both contemptuously dismissed from his ship, and 
probably from his fleet, by Obeidullali Saud, 

On returning to Constantinople, the Greek emperor determined at all 
hazards to renew his attempt for the recovery of Egypt; and redoubling h\9 
exertions, had assembled in the harbour of his capital a fleet of twelve hun- 
dred sail, on board of which he was already embarked, when a violent gale 
afforded, to some of his generals an argument to dissuade him from the 
prosecution of an enterprize, which the very elements seemed determined 
to oppose. Nothing, however, could prevail upon this prince to abandon 
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liis resolution, and he accordingly set sail in spite of every remonstrance. 
The* issue is represented to have been fatal to him. The greater part of 
his fleet was either dispersed or destroyed ^ sea, and tin* ship in which the 
emperor had embarked, was driven for shelter to (nn* of the ports in the 
island of Sekleilah, or Siculia. The islanders received him at first with all 
that resjicet and zeal which was due to the person of their sovereign ; but, 
when tiu'y were made to understand, that an obstinate disregard to the 
counsels of bis ministers, bad terminated in consequences so destructive 
to bis subjects, they were easily led to form a conspiracy against his life. 
While he v\as engaged in his bath, a party of the conspirators embraced an 
opportunity of assailing this unfortunate prince; and reproaching him in 
biller terms with the inauspicious complexion of his government, and above 
all, with the inconsiderate levity with which he had sported with the lives 
of his people, they cut him to pieces with their swords ; after which they 
raised another Constantine to the throne of the empire. In this relation, 
under a considerable variation of circumstances, it is not very difficult to 
recognize the fat<* of the emperor Constans the son of Constantine the 
third, and grandson of lleraclins, who perished by domestic treachery in a 
lialli at Syracuse, as described by the eloquent pen of Mr. Cibbon. 

Among the deaths of this year,, we are induced to notice those of llukkem 
the son of Abi ul Auss, the uncle of Othman, and father of his two favor- 
ites, Morwaun and Hareth ; and Abu Sofleyan the father of Mauweiah ; 
the latter had survived to the age of eighty-eight. 

In the thirty-second of the Hidjera, a revolution in Khorassaun was 
attempted bv a chiettain of the name of Karin, a principal commander, and 
one of the last remaining pillars of the fabric of the Persian monarchy. 
The city of NeyshapClr was abandoned to the insurgents, by Keyss the son 
of Heithem, who hastened towards l3assorah for assistance. The insur- 
rection was, however, suppressed in his absence, by the gallantry and good 
conduct of Abdullah Jlazem; the chief of the insurgents, with a multitude 
of his followers, having perished in a battle, by which the contest was 
decided. The fifth of the spoil was transmitted by the successful commander 
to liis principal, Abdullah Aumer the lieutenant of liassorah ; whom we 
must always endeavour to distinguish from the son of the Khalif Omar,, 
who bore the same name. In consideration of his meritorious conduct on 
thiif occasion, the undivided government of Khorassaun was now conferred 


A.H.XXXI. 
A. D. 662 . 

Habeib 

iisseyr 

and 

Rouzut 

ussufiil* 


A.H.XXXI. 
A. U. 632. 

Habeib 

usbcyr. 



166 

A.H.XXXII. lipon Abdullah Ilazenijby the justice of Othman ; Ehnif the son of Keyss, 
A.D. G52. Ik ifig in all probability, at this period, employed in the reduction of Kha- 
Habeib rczm, which is stated by most WTiters, to bavesubmitted to tliat commander 

\isseyr. in the course of the year thirty-two. Among the events of the same year, 

may be noticed the death of the respectable Abbas, the son of AbdulmCit- 
Icb, at the age of cighty-six ; of Abdurrailiman the son of Onff, w'ho had 
so signally contributed to the elevation of Othman; and of Abft /err, a 
noted chn f of the Heniii Ghoffaur, who, tor his inieinperate zeal, and the 
frcc‘doin of his remonsi ranees, fust with Mauweiah, and then with Othnuin^ 
hail been sent to conclude his da) s in exile, in the desert about two days 
journey from Medeinnh. 

A H XXXIII of jjersnmd violence towards Maleic Ashtur thcNiidjj file, exercised 

A. D. « certain piililic occasion, hy Sand the son of L'l Anss die governor of 

KAfah, proved further instrumental in exciting and aggiavaling that spirit 
of discontent against Otimiaii and his ministry, whiidi at this period too 
generally prevailed throughout the empire. T he citizens of KAfah, in con- 
sequence of the indignity thus publicly oflered to one of their principal 
favorites, were very easily impelled to unite with him, not only in bring- 
ing contempt upon the administration of Sand, but on that of their common 
sovereign, whose name and character, they did not forbear to stigmatize at 
their cabals. This came to the knowledge of Sand, and an oflicer, on his 
part, was employed one evening to expostulate with them on their si diti- 
oiis proceedings, and to disperse them : which had no other effeet, than 
that of drawing upon the person thus employed, a very severe chastizement 
for his intrusion ; and affording to Saud an ample subject of complaint, 
which, in consequence of so flagrant an insult to his authority, he imme- 
diately dispatched to Medeinah. The instructions of Othman to his lieu- 
tenant were, to remove Malek Ashtur, and his obnoxious associates, hy 
force, if it was found expedient, into Syria, where their conduct would be 
properly watched by the vigilance of Mauweiah. 

Thither they were accordingly conveyed ; but whatever other result might 
have been proposed by this measure, the refractory spirit of these haughty 
chieftains w'as not likely to be conciliated, by exposing them to the odious 
authority of Mauweiah. In a very short time, how'ever, the latter announced 
to the Khalif, that the turbulence of these men, together with the inces- 
sant disputes, in which they engaged him, had rendered his existence 



167 

miserable ; in the mean time, it did not become him, to dictate the mannef A.H.XXXI1T. 
in which, in his judgment, their conduct deserved to be treated. In reply, A. P. 653. 
the Khal if directed him to transfer his troublesome charge to Abdurraihman Habeib 
the son of the celebrated Khaled, at this time governor of Harness ; in the uss^r. 
expectation that the intractable spirit of the malcontents would be at last 
subdued, by the equally inflexible temper, and harshness of manners, which 
this commander appears to have inherited from his father. Mauweiab, 
glad to be relieved of their presence in any way, very readily dismissed 
thorn for Harness, where they found themselves interdicted from appearing 
before the governor, until the expiration of two months ; during which, 
Abdurraihman had solicited, and obtained the Khalifs authority, to use 
thorn at full discretion. At a later period, such an iiitimatioii from the 
sovereign would have been decisive of their fate ; but setting aside the 
danger of revolt, which would probably have been hastened by the assassi* 
nation of so many distingiiished citizens, it would appear that the disciples 
oflsslaiii had not yet attained to that hanlihood in iniquity, evinced by so 
many examples in their subsequent history. Abdurrailiman, therefore, 
contented h)m*»eif, by inflicting upon them every mark of contempt and 
iiidigniiy, of which, in his public station, he possessed so many opportuni* 
tics of availing hiniself. So that, wearied out by incessant proofs of insult 
and degradation, they were at length happy to procure permission on any 
terms, and perhaps, by any concession, to leave the scene of their multiplied 
indignities, and return to Kufah ; with the exception of Malek Ashtur, wha 
con tinned, at all hazards, to reside at Harness. 

Ill the thirty-fourth of theHidjera, the presence of Saud being required A.H.XXXIV^- 
to attend the orders of his sovereign at Medeinnh, an opportunity was A. D. 654. 
afforded to the refractory citizens of Kufah, to unfold the design which had 
probably been some time in agitation, of cancelling their allegiance ioOth- 
man. 'Mils design was, how'ever, for the present, counteracted by the 
exertions of the party which continued attached to Saud, and which 8ug« 
ge>t(‘(J the more prudent and m<xlerate course, of appealing to the justice 
of Othmaii, for the removal of their obnoxious governor; rather than pro* 
ceerl to those unwarrantable extremities, which so wantonly, and immedi* 
ately appeau d to set his authority at defiance. Zeid the son of Keyss, who 
appears have been at the head of the conspiracy, perceiving that his 
views were thus frustrated) with the concurrence of his brother Saube^ 
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A.H.XXXIV, determined to call in the aid of Malck Aslitur, in whose courage and 
A. 1). 054. abilities, the party seem on all occasions to have reposed the utmost confi. 
Habfib denre, for the accomplishment of their plans. Malek Ashtur was very 
Wiseyr, easily prevailed upon to resume his place at the head of the malcontents ; 
and, in a conference with the citizens on his return toKufah) at which, by 
an assurance, that the sole object of Saudis visit to Medeiiiali, was tf> mis- 
represent their conduct, and a second time procure their expulsion from 
their country, he is said to have deceived them into an engagement, to 
unite with him in opposing the recntrance of the uoveriior, when he should 
present himself in the neiglihourhood, on his return from Medeinah. In 
the mean time, infonnatioii being receivoil, that Sand was already arrived 
witliin a short distance from the town, Malek caused it to be proclaimed 
in the different cjuariers, that alt those who were desirous of assisting him 
to prevent the. return of that cotnmamhT, should immediately leave the 
city. A multitude of every description of the iiihablianls accordingly 
assembled without the walls, and proceeded in the train of Malek Ashlur> 
to intercept the return <»f Sand. Alarmed at the appearance of siicli a 
miiUitude, the latter, whose retinue cotisisted of iio more than ten of his 
domestics, was persuaded without much difficulty, to dispatch a messenger 
to Medeinah with the recommendation, that some person might he imme- 
diately appointed to supersede him in the goveniment ; intimating at the 
same time to the Klialif, at the suggestion of Malek Ashtur, that if he was 
solicitous of retaining the Kuhtes in their allegiance, it would he advisable 
to accede to the wishes of that people, by confiding their destiny to Ahu 
MiHssa the Aisliaurite. Accordingly, when Saud had retraced his steps to 
Medeinah, and had described to Qtlimaii the scene of which he was com- 
pelled to be a witness, the Klialif thought it prudent to make a virtue of 
necessity; Abft Mvissa was appointed to the goveriiaiont of Kufdi, where 
he was soon afterwards received with every testimony of esteem and 
veneration ; and these seditious proceedings were for a short time appeased. 

If, however, the Yeport of the prevailing party is in any respect entitled 
. to belief, the vices and malversations of Olhman’s unworthy favorites, and 

of the delegates of his authority in gencnil, had, at last, rendered the 
government of their sovereign so completely unpopular, that the remainder 
of his reign presents little else, to the attention of the annalist, than a 
repetition of the same factious and tumultuary scenes ; of which it will be 
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%ur endeavour to describe the progress, in as small a compass as possible, A.H.XXXIV, 
' consistently with the design of these pages. A. D. 654. 

Some time previous to the period under consideration, a Jew oFS&na, of Habeib 
great reputed learning, of the name of Lben ussoudan, but more generally Msseytn 
known to the Persian writers by that of Abdullah Soya, or Sebba, repaired 
to Medeinah, and, with the expectation of honorable and distinguished 
treatment from Othman, embraced the tenets of the Korkin. But finding 
on experience, that his ambitious hopes were not likely to be realized to 
the extent with which he had flattered himself, he cultivated the society 
of those discontented chiefs, of whom, even at Medeinah, the number was 
very considerable, and ultimately united with them in calumniating and 
bringing contempt upon the character of the chief of the believers. This 
behaviour in the apostate Israelite being reported to Othman, he conceived 
that with him, at least, there was no occasion to temporize, and he was 
accordingly, without much ceremony, expelled from Medeinah. Well 
knowing tliat the province of Kgypt abounded with enemies to the Khalifs 
government, Lben ussoudan proceeded to that quarter; and having deceived 
the people by an appearance of superior wisdom and sanctity, took an 
opportunity of disseminating among them the heresy of the Rudjaat^ or 
second coming of the prophet ; founding his system on the general belief 
of the Christians, in the expected return of their Redeemer to judge the 
world ; -affirming, at the same time, in conformity to that pre-eminence 
which is arrogated by Mahommedans in favor of the author of their reli- 
gion, it must be understood, that to him also would be assigned the prece- 
dence on this last aweful occ-asion ; and impiously appealing, in support of 
his doctrine, to the express declaration of Omnipotence in the sacred 
scriptures. Of the influence, which he thus contrived to establish, he took 
advantage, to implant in the minds of the Egyptians a confirmed aversion 
to the government of Otbman, and to that of his lieutenant Abdullah, or 
Obeidullah as he is more frequently denomin-ated, the son of SaudSftrrudje, 
with whom they were already sufficiently disgusted. He employed, 
moreover, every opportunity to persuade them of the superior claims of • 

Ally, and of the violation which he had suffered in his just rights, when 
precluded from the succession. Seduced and inflamed by these and 
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.^.H.XXXIV. similar practices, the Egyptian Mahommedans entered into immediate 
A. U. (.:,&. correspondence with tlie malcontents of Kulali and liassorah, the object of 
JlalHiih which, to subvert the authority of Uthinan, they no longer atlecled to 
disguise. 

'J 1 ie government of that prince had indeed become now so extensively 
odious, that a concussion or explosion of some kind or other was, perhaps, 
naturally expected to be at hand. His conduct already referred to, in 
disposing of the principal employments of the empire among los relatives, 
m(»st of whom, so far from being distinguished by any liberal <piali(ieations, 
or benevolence of heart, had rendered themselves, by their airogaiice and 
oppressive exactions, the objects of universal detestation ; Ins removal or 
supt'i'session of several of the most einiiient of the prophet’s eompaiiiniis, 
in order to provide for his favorites ; bis recalling iVoiii banishment, oi 
JInkkem the son of .Abi iil Auss, and Ins two sons, Merwauii and llarelli, 
upon whom, not contented with admitting them to the closest alliance 
with his family, he lavished the wealth of the public treasury; eonfeiririg' 
upon Merwaun in particular, the highest dignity of the state, that of Vez- 
zeir, or prime minister ; and in eoiiiimiiiig to employ the sous ofOtnmeyali, 
in defiance of the reiterated coinpiaiuts of tyranny, oppression and violence, 
brought against them by his injured subjects ; all the se together Comprizerl 
a sum of grievances, which seem to have ])repared men m general to look 
to the period of his degradation, without much concern, if not with total, 
indiirerence. 

Another circumstance, by which he considerably aggravated the discon. 
tents which were generally operating to his disadvantage, was the lollowmg, 
III consequence of the multiplied vaiiations which had crept into tlni 
readings of the Koran, Othinaii had caused all the diHerent copies wdiicli 
could 1)0 fi)un<l, to he collected together and burnt ; excepting one, which 
alone, sanctioned by his own authority, he directed all believers to receive, 
as the only genuine transcript of the pretended revelations of their prophet. 
Lastly, the resentment of the Benni UhofiTaur was never appeased for his 
conduct towards Abu Zerr, whom as they alleged, he had driven into exile, 
on the malignant suggestions of Mauweiah ; his treatment of Aumar Yaiis-- 
ser was equally resented by the Benni Meklizi^m, and his neglect or misus- 
age of Abdullah Mfissaoud had left a similar impression among the Bciini 
Hozail, each of them, among the most formidable of the Arabian tribes. 
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In the course of the former year, Ally had been prevailed upon at the 
’ instance of several of the companions, to remonstrate with the Khalif on 
the impolicy and arbitrary tendency of his conduct in the above respects, 
without avail ; Othman in justification of the preference given to his 
relatives in particular, appealing to the ties of nature and affection. And 
as the designs of the malcontents, began to discover themselves moreclearly, 
h(^ summoned to Medeiiiah, among others, in whose attachment he could 
confide, iMmiweiali, andSaud the son of U1 Auss, as already noticed, Ab- 
dullah the son of Aiimer, and Abdullah the son of Saud ; in order to concert 
«iirli iiKMsurt s, as might be bi st calculated to avert the impending mischief, 
Some pl.iii having been accordingly agreed upon, each of these departed 
for Ins respective province, prepared to watch and defeat the machinations 
of their Common enemies, by all the means in their power to exert ; with 
the cxc('ption of baud the son of IJl Auss, wliose removal or exclusion 
f/oin the gt>venimcnl of Kulah, as before related, had given him a penna- 
in-nt rcsicienci* near tin* pi rson of his sovereign. On the other hand, 
[)ir<‘eiving tliat Othman continued to guide himself entirely by the opinions 
ami mlliieiice of Merwaun, in spile ot the repealed admonitions of their 
order, that of the companions of the prophet ; who, by a kind of prescription 
ehmnetl the right (»f tendering their counsels in all matters of public con- 
eorn. Ally as well as Abdullah Abbas, and Telliah and Zobair, had long 
^^irn‘e discontinued their attendance at his court. 

Irritated by the inflcxihle obstinacy of the Khalif, in withholding from 
them that n dress of grievances, to which they conceived themselves 
entitled, great numbers of men of all descriptions, in the commencement 
t»f ihirly-five, proceeded from Kgypt, Hassorah,and Kutah, Towards Medei- 
iiah, for the avowed purpose of deposing him ; the men of Egypt, under 
the directions of Aulleky the son of llarreb, accompanied by Mahotnmed 
the son of Abft Hnkker, andother eminent chiefs ; those of Kufah lieuded 
by Malck Ashtiir, and the men of Hassorah by llukkcim the son of llcilah, 
and others ; and having made a previous jiinrlion of their force, these 
insurgents approached and encamped in throe divisions within sight o^ the 
walls of the capital. Nevertheless, though the dethronement of Otiimaii 
Vlas already deteniiined upon, they were still under considerable pcrjilexilv 
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il.H.XXXV. with respect to their choice of a person to succeed him ; the people of 
A, D. 655. Messer declaring in favor of Ally ; those of Hassorah for I'elhah the son of 
*^abeib Oheidullah ; and the men of Khfah for Zobair the son of U1 Auaum. The 

ttweyr, matter being, however, proposed to Ally by those who favored his appoint- 

ment, that prince, with the inagiiariiiuity which appears to have distinguished 
him in all his actions, honestly disclaimed any right which they possessed 
in any shape whatever, to interfere with the question of the Khelaufut. 
The proposals of the men of Bassorah and KCifah were not better received 
by Tcihah and Zobair. 

In this posture of affairs Otbman was induced to pay a private visit one 
night to Ally ; in which, after a flattering appeal to that singular generosity 
and benevolence of heart, which distinguished his character, he condes- 
cended to solicit his interposition to pacify the insuigLMits ; to dissuade 
them from the prosecution of their pernicious designs, and prevail upon 
them to return homewards. Penetrated with compassion for the apparent 
distressof his friend, Ally engaged to recal the iusurgt nts lotheir allegiance; 
on receiving from Othinan a solemn promise for the immciliate dismission 
from his ministry and councils of Merwann and all the faction; and for the 
future to he governed by the advice of himself and the legitimate compan- 
ions of their prophet. At a conference witli the insurgonis, accordingly. 
Ally found no great difliculty iii fulfilling his part of the engagement ; as 
they readily cunsented to withdraw to their respective provinces, trusting 
to the Klialifs conscientious perfomiancc of the conditions to which he 
had pledged himself. 

No sooner, however, was this imbecile old man relii?vcd from his appre- 
hensions, than the maligiiarit iiiHuciice of Merwann .igain interposed to 
involve him in fresh einharrassmenls. He represented to his master, that 
the insurrertion was by no means of a magnitude to excite so seriuua 
ail ahum; but that the son of AhitauLeb bad delineated the aliair in colours, 
so exaggerated, in order to enhance the merit of that service which he pro- 
tended to render on the occasion ; that it was a duty which he indispen- 
sably owed to his reputation, immediately to convene the people of Me- 
deinah, and announce to them, that those who had appmached his capital 
ill such an attitude of menace and hostility, had been made sensible of th® 
folly and intemperance of their conduct ; and thus brought to rccollectiom 
had returned homewards with shame upon their heads. 
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In concurrence with the advice of his minister, the lllfated Othman pro- A.H.XXXV. 
deeded to convene an assembly of the chiefs and principal citizens in the A. p. 6'55. 
cathedral mosque at Medeinah; and after the usual exordium ventured Habeib 

from the pulpit of the Imaumet to make to them the declaration, so indis- ussqrr. 

treetly suggested by Merwaun. AmrA Auss, who is stated to have been 
present but by accident, immediately stepped forward, and in direct 
contradiction to what had fallen from the Khalif, publicly averred, that, so 
far from any sense of folly, or inconsistency in their conduct or designs, it 
was with the utmost difficulty that the insurgents were prevailed upon, by 
himself and others, to consent to a temporary forbearance only, and after 
stipulating the most express and pointed conditions, To this Othman was 
preparing to make some reply, when the clamours of the assembly became 
so violent and outrageous, and so little respect was exhibited for the person 
of the Khalif, that he descended from the pulpit in no small degree of 
terror. It is n'corded by many authors, that part of the assembly proceeded 
even to the extremity of pelting the aged monarch with stones ; that they 
dragged him from Ins place, broke his staff* upon his own head, and other- 
wist' treated him with such marks of indecent violence and indignity, that 
be swrxined awav, and in this state was conveyed to his palace. 

W hen he had been restored to his faculties, Othman once more received 
a visit from Ally, who expostulated with him on the absurdity of his con- 
duct, III publishing such a declaration, when the direct reverse was notor- 
ious to every (lerstin m Medeinah. He offered but little in reply, further 
thuTi that what was passed could not be recalled ; at the same time, that if 
he could point out any expedient to relieve him from his present perplexi- 
ties, his advice would lie very acceptable. Ally recommended, that the 
people should be immediately reassembled ; that he should retract his 
imprudent asseriions, acknowledge the errors of his former conduct, an,d 
make a solemn promise of f uture amendment. 

In coiiipliaiire witli the rccomuieiidation of Ally, the people were 
acconlingl} again convened in the mosqueofMedeinah, where Othman is said 
to have aildressed them in words nearly to the following effect. “Alas, 

*• people of Medeinah, ye cannot be ignorant that it is the common lot of 
“ hiim.-i'itv to err; neither do 1 presume to arrogate to myself a greater share 
of infallibility h n the rest of m iiikind. Where then is the marvel, that \ 
should have fallen into those errors and inconsistences entailed upon our 
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A.H.XXXV, “ imperfoct condition > Draw iifar, and boar witness while I thus solemnly 
A. I>. ' i'j prolhss my sincere and unt’cijriicd repontaiico For every act of my life uiid 
‘‘guveiiimciit, which hath not been found aeeeplalde before the tlirone of 
ubifjra “(jod, or conformable to the sentiments of our prophet’s distinguished 
“ eompaiiioiiH.’* Ju the same strain, as a proof that he w'as determined for 
fh'- future, to ensure to all believers lliat freedom of aceess to his person 
wh;eh was necessary to the ledress of their grii vauees, he eoiichuled hy 
dc‘ larmg his immuliate iiiteutioii to disclvaige from employineiii every 
ehamberlaiii or porter in Ins serviee; h st, in Mint enpaeily, they might prove 
in any degree iustiumeiital in tiiti ret pting tom Inin, the eompiaints of 
his people. The eileet ol this diseoinsc* iip.m tlie s. ni{)ly appears lo 
have heel) an uiuud impulse oftranspoit and eoinpas^inii ; the Klialif m a 
■Hood of tears, descended from the piiipii anti \\llll(in^\ ; while Ally 
•ppealed to all who heard him, if a more ample ai kiiow It djiiient eoiiM in 
reason he expected from any man, ami it was 0) he hopt‘tl that the 
Almighty would support him in his resohititni. 

The same day, Ixwvever, when the nohles of Mcdeinah repaire^l to his 
gate in crouds, to tender him their apj)laiise, for a eoiiduct so com iliatory 
and acceptable to the commumty, the evil genius of Othrnan, in the shape 
of Merwaun, again iiiTer|>osed, lie hatl slmt himst If up, together with 
Saud the son of III Auss, w'ilh the Khahf m his interior apartments ; and 
they were each of them loading their sovereign w’ith reproaches for ha\mg 
succeeded in rendering himself at last completely contemptible in the ey 
of the whole world; the very object which, as they alleged, the son of 
Abitauleb had been so Imig labouring to attain. They, therefore, urgi d 
him with the most pressing import unitie.s, this once at least, to refiisr an 
audience to the people assembled before his gate ; by which they i xpeeted 
that a tumult would of course be excited, wdien it was found that the Kha- 
lifs protestations had terminated in such early disappointment. Yie lding 
to llieae importunities, Othrnan dispatched Merwaun to the gate, to intieat 
the people to go away, for that regret and shame had rendered him inea- 
pahle of <’on versing with them. Instead of addressing them, however, in 
the conciliatory language dictated hy his master, Merwaun treated them 
with the most viuleut abuse, and scut them away e(|ualJy disappointed and 
incensed. 
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In this state of mind, the insulted citizens of Medeinah presented A.H.XXXV. 
themselves before Ally, to whom they recounted the circumstances of the A. D. 655. 
unworthy treatment which they had just experienced. Confounded and Habeib 
disgusted by these repeated instances of infatuation, Ally determined for 
a last time to visit the palace ; and having bitterly and severely reproached 
Othman with the duplicity and weakness of his conduct, he left him to his 
own reflections, resolved to have no further communication with him in any 
shape. In the crisis tti which he was now reduced, Othman was, however^ 
prevailed u[»on by the entreaties of his favorite wife, Naylah the daughter of 
Ul Ferayzah, a woman of singular good sense and sagacity, to withdravr 
liis coiifid('Uce from Meiwaun, and to submit himself to the counsels of 
Ally and the popular party. This brought on another conference wfth 
Ally, and an apparent reconciliation having taken place, matters were again 
for a short time laid m deceitful trumpiillity. 

On the other hand, it is noticed in the Koiiznt iissufla, as a traditionary 
rej)ori, that when, in consequence of (he indecent violence oflered to the 
Kh.ihfs pt'rson, in the iuos(|ue of Medeinah, as described in a preceding 
jMss.ige, Ally called upon him for the purpose of condolance, Othman 
closed his eyes the moment he observed him enter his apartment; and that 
disgusted with so evident a murk of hisanlipathy, he quitted his presence, 
and from that hour to the period of his assassination, never again set foot 
within the threshold of his door. 

Aliout tlifc period in which the iiihaintants of the diflerent provinces of 
ilie empire began to manifest such a spirit ol universal dissatisfaction with 
Otlmiairs government, wu- further learn that a memorial was presented to 
liiiii by an association of the nobles of Kgypt in particular, complaining of 
ilie triminal and arbitrary behaviour of Oheidullah the son of Sand 
Suiudje, tlioir governor; in consequence of which, Othman wrote to 
Oheithillali, recommending to him to conciliate the aggrieved by an 
iiniiu'diate change of measures.. In direct contrariety to the intention of 
his master’s letters, the lieutenant of Egypt added aggravation to the 
injury, by throwing the promotei.*iof the complaint into imprisonment, and 
siifli red himself to be so far carried away by his resentment as to put one 
of them to de.ah. In order to demand redress for this act of aggravated 
injustiei', si'veii hundred of the pniicipal inhabitants ol CAlierah, or Cairo, 
or Misser, as it is indifferently denominated, repaired in a body to MedcF 
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A.H.XXXV. nah, and finding that their applications to his successor had been incfTectuah 
A, D. 655. appealed to the companions and friends of their prophet, for protection 
Habeib against the tyranny and unbridled violence of Obeidullah. After some 
MSspyr, debate, though an opinion seemed generally to prevail that nothing short 
of strict and personal retaliation should be required for the life which had 
been shortened by the sword of his injustice, it was at last resolved to be 
satisfied with the immediate and peremptory removal of Obeidullah, from 
that power which he had so grossly abused. This resolution was aecord- 
ingly communicated to the Khalif by Ally, who was further authorized to 
announce, that however inadequate, a fine would for the present be 
accepted of, in compensation for the blood which had been shed in the 
prosecution of that unjust vengeance, which was exerted on the occasion. 

To all this, reinforced by the pressing importunities of Ayaishah and 
Telhah the son of Obeidullah, who demanded in terms of unqualified indig- 
nation, that the governor of i^gypt should he immediately and unequivocally 
removed from authority, Othman was constrained to give way ; and accord- 
ingly signified his readiness to transfer the lieutenancy of Egypt to any 
person whom they thought proper to nominate for the purpose. On this 
occasion, with the entire assent of the Egyptians, the choice of the whole 
order of the companions fell upon Mahommed the son of Abu Ihikker, 
who was forthwith proposed for that dignity. In concurrence with these 
measures, the necessary letters patent for the appointment of Mahommed 
Abfi Biikker, were expedited under the authority of Othman ; and that 
prince was soon afterwards dismissed to take possession of his new govern- 
ment, accompanied by the a^rieved Egyptians, and a deputation of the. 
companions and auxiliaries of the prophet, empowered to investigate the 
conduct of Obeidullah the son of Sand. 

The son of Abu Bukker had not, however, advanced more than three 
clays journey on his way towards Egypt, when his retinue fell in with and 
intercepted a courier, who was posting with the utmost apparent dispatch 
on his camel, towards the capital of that province. On being interrogated 
as to the object of his mission, he described himself to be a slave of 0th- 
man’s; and that he was proceeding on business of importance to the lieu- 
tenant of Egypt. But when informed that the person whom he sought, 
was in company with them, he explained that his business was with 
Obeidullah the son of Situd, not with Mahommed Abu Bukker. He was 



tow conveyed to the presence of the latter, and persisting to deny that A*H.XXXy. 
-there were any letters or papers in his possession, it was determined to A.D.655; 
search him ; when, rolled up in wax, in his leathern cantin for water, they ibbeib 

discovered a billet, with this superscription, bearing the seal of the Khalif ; uu^r. 

“ From Othman Ameir ul moumenein, to the son of Abi SOirrudje.” The 
billet was broke open without much ceremony, by the son of Abh Bukker, 
in the presence of all his company, and found to contain nearly the fol- 
lowing words. “ When the son of Abh Bukker and the memorialists shall 
arrive in Egypt, all the means of that government shall be exerted to cut 
off, impale, and incarcerate, such of them as will be pointed out ; provid-. 

* iiig that none be. suffered to escape the chastisement due to his merits* 

“ With respect to the pretended commission which they carry with them, 

“ let it he destroyed ; and the functions of government continue to be 
“ exercised as before.'^ 

Disconcerted by the snare thus perfidiously laid for them, Mahommed 
Abu Bukker and his retinue, returned straight to Medeinah ; dispatching 
messengers to recal the people of Khfah, and Bassorah, who had been 
also induced by the deceitful appearances of reform in the conduct of 
government, to retire homewards. On his arrival at Medeinah, at an 
interview with Ally and others of the most distinguished of the compan- 
ions, the son of AbO Bukker related all that had passed, and laid before 
tlu5in the Khalif's intercepted letter. Upon closer scrutiny, the hand 
writing was, however, recognized to be that of Merwaun. Ally, attended 
by 'Lelhah, Zobair, and Saud-e-Wekauss, now repaired to the presence of 
Othman, to demand an explanation of this insidious proceeding. The 
Khalif readily acknowledged that the seal, the camel and the slave, were 
certainly his : but in other respects, protested his entire ignorance of the 
business ; and when Ally and his associates reiterated their doubts of his ^ 
veracity, he solemnly appealed to God for the truth of his assertions, of 
which they became at last entirely convinced ; as well as that the whole 
perfidious contrivance originated in the malignant invention of Merwaun, 
without the smallest concurrence on the part of his sovereign. They 
therefore demanded that the affair should be scrupulously investigated, and 
that the person of Merwaun should be delivered up to them. The latter. 
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^.U.XXXV. Othman generously declined, expressing his positive determination at all 

A.]>. hazards, to protect the person of his minister: u resolution which coiitri- 

"^HRbeib buted but little to allay the general ferinent. Several of the most distin- 

U'boyr. guished chiefs retired in consequence to their private habitations, 

abstaining from all intercourse with their fellow citizens. Others betook 
themselves to the pursuits of agriculture, or other avocations, to avoid the 
eflects of the storm which they saw impending. 

The palace of Qihmaii was now invested by the Eg} ptian and other 
insurgents; who insisted with loud and insolent clamours, that if the letter 
Jrom Merwaun to the sonofAbi Surrudje had been dispatched by his 
authority, ntuhing short of the Khaiifs life was sudieient to* expiate thJ 
crime. But whether or not, the imbecility of his conduct was such at all 
events, that he uas no longer qualified to bold the reins of the government. 
At the same time, exasperated by a retrenchment in her pension whirli 
Ayaishah had recently suffered by Othmaii’s directions, all the arts of 
which that violent and revengeful female was mistress, were employi'd to 
inflame and impel the people into hostility against their unhappy sovereign. 

A.H.XXXV. While thus immured in his palace, the recurrence of the period of annual 
Zilliudjc, visitation to Mekkah, awakened the apprehensions of Othman, lest, amid 
A. I). ti5(i. the tumults which distracted his capital, the sacred precepts of his religion 
should fall into neglect ; and he, therefore, entreated Abdullah Abbas to 
undertake the charge of Ameir of the Hadjies, which, after some difficulty, 
lie was persuaded to accept of. lie was accompanied on this pilgrimage 
by Ayaishah, who probably embraced the opportunity to be absent front 
those scenes of outrage, which, in conjunction with Telhah the son of 
Obeidullah, she appears to have been deeply implicated in hastening to a 
crisis. 

Rouzut Among those incidents which are described to have incensed the minds of 
ussulFfl. 1,'ig enemies against Othman, the following must have contributed in a very 
eminent degree. When the siege of the palace bad continued some time, 
one of the order of the prophet’s companions engaged against him, requested 
that the Khalif would appear upon his terras, and attend to something of 
importance which he had to communicate to his advantage. In compli- 
ance with this request, Othman made his appearance on the place which 
had been indicated to him ; and the person by whom he had been thus 
summoned, was proceeding to open the conference, by urging, what he 
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conceived the necessity of the times imperiously required ; namely, sn A.H.XXXV. 
•abdication of the government on the part of the Khalif; when Kesseir the A. D.656. 
son of Usselieb, from the battlements of the palace, suddenly drew his Rouzut 
bow and killed the otllcioUs adviser on the spot. The besiegers demanded tissufik* 
with eager vociferation, that the murderer should he delivered up to punish* 
ment, which Othman, with equal firmness and magnanimity, resisted ; 
declaring, that with his consent, those should never suffer, whose only 
crimes consisted in loyalty and a generous attachment to his person and 
dignity. 

The issue of the contest appears to have been considerably accelerated Habeib 
by this useless piece of treachery ; the insurgents now set fire to the gates usseyr. 
of the palace, and forcibly rushed in through the doors and by the terraced 
roofs. (Jn the other hand, Mcrwauii and Saud the son of U1 Auss, at the 
head of five hundred of Othmaii’s Mau ml Akes whom they had rallied in 
the firincipal area of the palace, prepared to give the assailants a gallant 
reception. At this painful crisis, the aged and venerable Khalif, by the 
most earnest entreaties, endeavoured to dissuade them from an opposition 
which must he equally fruitless and unavailing, as he was well assured that 
the period of his dissolution was arrived, lie then related to them, that 
tlie preceding night, the prophet had appeared to him in a dream; and 
wlicn he complained of the injuries which he was suffering from the violence 
of an infuriate populace, had desired him not to be afflicted, for that the 
succx^ediiig night he should break his fast with him in paradise. Merwauii 
solemnly protested, in reply, notwithstanding, that while he continued to 
possess a spark of life, he should not suffer the slightest injury to touch 
the person of his master. Othman then addressed himself to the slaves, 
and offered freedom to all such as immediately laid down their arms ; an 
offer, of which, many of them are accordingly said to have availed them- 
selves. In the mean time, the insurgents having forced their way into the 
interior, a fierce and sanguinary contest ensued in the courts of the palace,; 
but while Merwaun stood conspicuous at the head of his people, prepared 
to repel the assault, he received on his neck the stroke of a scimitar from 
an unknown hand, which laid him senseless ; the hour of his destiny 
being, however, not yet completed, the blow missed the artery, and one 


2A g 



180 

A.H.XXXV. of the slaves was permitted to convey him fi'om the place unmolested, In 
A, D. the persuasion that he was actually dead. The son ot U1 Auas was also 
Habeib shortly afterwards wounded, and compelled, though reluctantly, to quit this 
iis6e>r. scene of blood and outrage. 

The contest was maintained, notwithstanding, with unabated fury, until 
Muhoromed the son ofAbhBukker made his way into the apartment; where^ 
with his eyes intently fixed upon the sacred pages of the Kor&n, sat the 
venerable Qthman. Regardless of those considerations of compassion and 
forbearance, which, the contemplation of fallen and unresisting greatness 
might have inspired, the son of AbCt Bukker seized his ngrd sovereign by 
the beard, and insultingly demanded, what now availed his doating partiality 
for the apostate Obeidullah, for the outlawed Merwaun, and the magician 
Mauweiah ? To this, in mild resignation,^ Othman observed in reply, that 
were Ais father living, he would never have entertained the presumption to 
commit that act of barbarous violence, by which he had, on this occasion, 
thought fit to signalize himself. Smitten with a reviving sentiment of 
compunction, Mahoinmed left him without further injury. The next 
that entered was Kennaunah the son of Basher; and he was pre()aring to 
strike at his unoffending sovereign, when arrested in his design by 
the cries of his associates from the area below ; warning him to forbear, 
for that they sought not the life of Othrnan. These very persons, however, 
immediately entering the apartment, fiercely demanded of Othrnan what in- 
duced him further todelay his abdication of the government. One of them, 
the Cjhaufi'eky or Auff’eky already mentioned, then gave the first stroke, 
which drew the defenceless monarches blood ; some drops of which fell on 
a particular fiassage of the Koran, which he still coutiniied to peruse. 
Another of the ferocious band, Soudan the son of Hamran, now prepared 
to finish the tragedy ; when Naylah the daughter of I\rayzah, with that 
heroic fidelity which has not unfrequently exalted the sex to a level with 
angela, threw herself upon her husband, and endeavoured to ward off the 
Xtroke of the assassin's scimitar ; in this effort of conjugal tenderness she 
lost the fingers of one hand, and the. unhappy Othrnan soon afterwards 
expired under the repeated wounds inflicted upon him by Soudan and 
KOmberah. The moment they had accomplished their atrocious dosign« 
the slaves of Othrnan rushed into the apartment, and sacrificed these two, 
|o the injured spirit of their master ; but Ghauffeky made his way good out 
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of the palace, and proclaimed the fhtal catastrophe, in terms, which, if not 
a* proof that Telhah was an associate in the conspiracy, were certainly 
intended to impress the public with the belief, that, though not an imme- 
diate accomplice in the murder, he held a principal share in abetting the 
guilty transaction. 

Some time previous to the last sad scene of his existence, when the 
insurgents had succeeded in cutting off every supply of water and provi* 
sion, and had otherwise reduced him to the utmost extremity of distress, 
Otiiman is said to have conveyed a message to Ally ; demanding to know, 
whether he was resohred to continue an unconcerned spectator, while his 
enemies were preparing to embriie their hands in the blood of his kinsman ; 
and thus onte more to suffer the sceptre of theKhelaufut to elude his grasp; 
he next ap[>rized him of his distressing situation, and solicited a small 
supply of water. With respect to the former circumstance. Ally pledged 
his word that he would never suffer Telhah the son of Obeidullah to take 
any step that affected his life, neither should he ever permit him to ascend 
the throne of the Khalifs. • I^e further ordered a supply of three skins of 
water to be carried to the afflicted monarch, which some of the Benni 
llashem succeeded in conveying in spite of the opposition which they met 
with, from the Egyptian insurgents in particular. 

It is further stated, that when the siege of the palace had been extended 
to the fi»rtieth day, intelligence was conveyed to Ally, the very morning 
of the day on which they curried their design into execution, that the 
ene^mies of Othman had resolved upon his death. In consequence of this 
inftirrnation, he armed his two sons, the Imaums Hussun and Hdsseyne, 
and commanded them to defend the entrance of the palace against every 
attempt. Even Telhah and Zobair ihoinjht it decent to follow the exam- 
ple, in appearance at least, since their sons, Maliommed and Abdullah, were 
immediately onleied to accompany the two Ininums. What appears 
rather extraordmar}, if in reality, it was not another individual of the same 
name, Kiimbcrah, one of the recorded murderers of Othman, is mentioned 
as one of the party which attended the young princes on this occasion, for 
the protection of his person. Observing the approach of this band of illus- 
trious young men to the relief of the Khaiif, the insurgents endeavoured to 
keep them at a distance with vollies of stones ; neither did they cease to 
annoy them, until they saw the face ef Hussun covered with blood, and 
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A.H.XXXV, that Mahommod the son of Telhah, and the Kumberah above alluded to, 
A. D. were both wounded. An impression of nwc, which the historian' ascribes 
to them, for the sacred person of Idiissnn, seems for a moment to have 
suspended their violence. This was, however, merely transient ; for attcr 
a veiy sliirht cessation, they proceeded to S(.*t firft to the gati*s in the 
manner already noticed; and having accomplished their sacrilcpous design 
against the life of their sovereign, they next employed their opportunity in 
the pilliij;e of his property ; without sparing the houses of Abfii Uoreifah, 
and of others, atljoining to the palace* 

In the mean lime, Ally became apprized of the bloody event, and 
'fastened without further delay to the scene of havoc and disonicr ; wh- TC, 
4n terms of severe displeasurt either real or dissembled, he reproached liis 
4ona, as well as JVIahotnined the son of Telhah, and Abdullah Zobnr, for 


their conduct, in abandoning the person of the legitiinat*' sovcriMgri of the 
believers, to the vengeance of his enemies, when entrusted to their express 
and particular protection. The arguments, however, which they oih^red 
in vindication, appear to have been of a nature sufticiently convincing, to 
prevent him from proceeding to treat them with any further dernoiistrationo 
of displeasure. 

The remains of Othman had continued for three days uiiburied, when 
Abdurraihman the son t)f Addeiss, one of the principal leaders of the 
iiisui^ents, was prevailed upon, through the intercession of Ally, to give 
orders that two of the attendants of the deceased monarch, [lohair the son 
of Mfttanm, and Hakkeiin the son of Khezzam, might he pcimitted to 
convey the body of their master for sepulture, to the common burial place 
of the Mahommedans. In these circumstances, unable to prevail with 
any one to furnish them with a bier, they tore oif the door of one of the 
apartments, on which, as a substitute, they placed tlie corpse ; and in the 
evening, between dusk and bed time, for fear of disturbance, bore it in 
mournful silence towards the spot where it was intended (ogive it inter- 
ment. Notwithstanding the lateness of the hour, and the obscurity of 
night, they were pursued by the seditious citizens, who assailed the sad 
procession with stones and othgr means of annoyance. Penetrated with 
grief at the unrelenting inveteracy with which the mangled remains of the 
venerable monarch were still followed, Jiobair was preparing to commit 
them hastily to the earth, when three of the Ansaurs, or auxiliaries of the 
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prophet, interposed, and insisted that they should not be laid among Mbs* 
siilniein, or true believers. They were, accordingly, driven at last to the 
alternative of depositing the body of their unfortunate sovereign in a recess 
between the public burial place of Medeinah and that of the Jews ; the 
spot of his iriteriiient being, at a subsequent period, taken into the Mahom** 
medan incloeure, by Mauweiah, on that prince's accesjsion to power. With 
regard to the slaves, who many of them gallantly fell in defence of their 
lord, they were entirely deprived of the rites of sepulture, and their bodies' 
thrown upon the high ways, to be devoured by beasts of prey. 

Such, as we have attempted to describe it, was the fate of Othman; who 
thus fi. ll u sacrifice to the vengeance of an exasperated party, on Friday the 
eighteenth of /iliiiidje, of the year thirty-five, about three in the afternoon, 
at the age of eighty- two and upwards, and after a reign of twelve years^ 
la( king four months and twelve days. To the virtuesof this prince, when he 
w.is IK) more, his cncmiis appear to have done ample justice; the bitterest 
of whom, even Ayaisliali, so strongly suspected of having hastened his des- 
tiHi<'tioii, and'*^a(Kl-c-Wekau8s,seein to have mourned his death with unfeign- 
ed sorrow; the latter declaring, that, for the preservation of the true faith, it 
was at the present crisis sis expedient to fly from Medeinah, as at a pre- 
cciting period it was to fly from Mekkah. But if his character were to be 
estimated from the recorded testimony of his own party, there is scarcely a 
human excellence in which he will be found wanting. Of surpassing 
clemency, beneficence, and piety ; in integrity of mind and purity of man- 
ners, most emincMit ; an exemplar ro the orthodox, and a most upright 
and incorruptible judge, he was an inflexible enemy to every species of 
vice ; in vigilance so persevering, and of such patient devotion, that he. 
not unfrequently repeated the whole of the Koran, in the course of one 
genufiexion. And lastly, though during the period of a long life, he had 
exhibited repeated proofs of the roost undaunted courage, yet so fixed was 
his repugnance to the efl'usion of Mahommedan blood, that even when he 
saw his life at stake, he persisted to the last moment, in forbidding his friends 
to combat in bis defence. His panegyrist concludes by observing, that the 
murder of C)thma|i unsheathed tbesword of internal discord and civil war ; 
that it terminated the heroic achievements against infidels, and of course the 
legitimate victories of Isslaro, by which ^he division of spoils became extinct 
forever. The disciple of un indifferent profession of faith, may, notwith- 
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A,H.XXXV. standing, from a consideration of the events of his reign, and of the impru- 
A.D. 656. dent predilections which proved his ruin, pcradventure, be disposed to 
Habeib think, that with all these mild and pacific virtues, however qualified to 
usseyr. Preside in a cloister like many others, Othinan was deplorably deficient, 
either from age or natural imbecility, rn those energetic powers of mind, 
which are requisite to .the controul of a warlike people, and to the manage- 
ment of an extensive and powerful empire. 

His surname of Zfil Nfirein, the possessor of the two stars, Othman 
derived from enjoying the envied distinction of being the husband of two 
of the prophet’s (laughters, Rakkeiah and Omm-e-KelthCkm, by whom, and 
six other wives, he was at different periods, the father of eleven sons and 
six daughters ; of the former of whom it will be sufficient perhaps to men- 
tion, the names of Omar, Abdullah the elder, and Abdnlmelck ; whence 
he has, as usual, been occasionally denominated, Abfi Omar, Abfi Abdul- 
lah, &c. for reasons which are obvious. 

At the death of Othman, the lieutenants, and others who exercised 
authority under him, in the different provinces and principal towns of the 
empire, were as follows. At Mekkah^ Abdullah Khozzermy. At Taife/^ 
Kaussem the son.of Rcbbeiah, the Thakefite. In Yemcn^ Y^lly the sou 
of Ommeyah, sometimes called Yaly ben Mfirineiah. At Bassorak, Ab- 
dullah son of Aumer Gfirreizah. At Ktifah, Abfi Miissa Aishaury. Over 
Damascus and St/ria^ Mauweiah. At Harness or Emesa, Abdurraihman the 
son of the celebrated Khaled. In Palestine, Ailkamah the son of Hakkeim. 
At Kerkessia in Mesopotamia Jefreir the son of Abdullah. Ir. 
Azerbdijaun, Aishauth the son of Keyss. At Isjahaun, Sayeib the son of 
Ekria. At Hamadaun, Besheir the son of Ommeyah. At Hdi, Saeid the 
Son of Keyss. In Khorassaun, Ehnif the son of Keyss, subordinate to the 
governor of Bassorah. In Bahareyne, Abdullah ul Eezzaury. And in 
Egypt, Abdullah or Obeiduilah the son of Saud, son of Abi Sfirrudje. 
Zeyd the son of Tbaiibet, was Kauzy, or civil judge of Medeinnh ; Abfi 
Hfineirah of Mekkah ; and Abfi Derda of Shaum, or Damascus. Merwaun, 
as we have already seen, was Vezzeir, or minister of.state ; he was also 
secretary to Othman. The captain of his guard was Abdullah the son of 
Mfikeyed, of the tribe of Temnieim, and one of his maumluks, or slaves^ 
•f the name of Uainraii officiated as Uajeb or chamberlain. 



CHAP. VI. 


A lly, the fourth and last* of the orthodox or legitimate successors of a.H.XXXV. 

Maliommed, was the son of Abi^tauleb, the brother of Abdullah A. D.6&6. 
father of the prophet of Isslim ; and was born of Fatima the daughter of Htbeib 
Assud, in the sanctuary of the KaaUbah at Mekkah, on the sixteenth day usseyr. 
of the month of Rudjnb, just thirty years after the era of the efephant; 
that wj^ich was established to commemorate the interposition of a miracle, 
to save the temple of Mekkah from the destruction with which it was 
threatened by Abriliah tlie i'hristian viceroy of Saana, on the part of the 
Nej.iuSh> or monarch of Abpsinia. Hence it would appear that he was 
thirty years junior to his coiiziti Mahommed, whese birth is affirmed to 
have taken place in the first month of llebbeia, in the year of the elephant; 
the eight liundreddi and eighty second from the accession of Alexander of 
Maeedoii, and the fortieth from that of Notishirwiri the just t and if this 
statement be true, the discomfiture of Abraliahand his army, commemorated 
by ihc era of the elephant, must be assigned pretty nearly to the five hun- 
' dred and sixty sixth year of the nativity of our redeemer. Be that, how. 
ever, as it may. Ally, from the age of five years, received his education in 
the family of his couzin, whose divine missic»n he acknowledged at eleven, 
and whose faithful friend and intrepid coadjutor in every stage^ whether of 
adversity or success, be continued to the day of his deatb. 

Having been frustrated in his views on the succession, in the manner 
attempted to he related in the preceding pages, he had, during the several" 
reigns of Ahfi Bnkker, Omar and Ochman, withdrawn fn>m all concern 
with public afiairs, devoting himself entirely to religious pursuits ; although, 
when consulted in periods of distress an l difficulty, he luver withheld his 
advice. . 

* The transient autharity exercised by Imauiti Hiissuii scarcely entitles him CD be included 
among them. 
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During the nrcuinscribed period of his reign, he was embarrassed with 
the management of three very arduous and dangerous civil wars ; first, 
that of the Naukesseine, in which he was engaged against Telhah and 
Zobair, and their associates confederated to subvert his authority, in 
breach of their plighted allegiance; this is also, by historians, designated 
the war of the camel, because in the battle, which decided the contest in 
favor of Ally, the imperious Ayaishah, who had espoused the cause of 
rebellion, rode upon a camel. Secondly that of the Kaussetcine^ the appel- 
lation by which Mauweiah and his adherents were designated in the war 
which terminated in the hollow and faithless accommodation, after the 
conflicts on the plains of Seffeyne. And lastly, that of the Mnareke/jne, in 
which he was victorious against the KhowaHredje^ dissidents, or sehimatics, 
Jed by Abdullah ebeii IVauheb the Kaussebite, ou the banks of the,Nehcr- 
w&n ; a short time subsequent to which, namely, in the month o| Kam- 
^aun, of the fortieth year of the Hidjera, he was assassinated by a rulfiau 
of the name of Abdurraihmaii the sou of Mhijuin, of the tribe of M6raud, 
after a short and turbulent reigii of four years and nine months. He was 
buried at Nedjef. But as the memory of this prince has been consecrated 
to a degree bordering on adoration, by one of the most celebrated and 
enlightened nations of the east, we trust we shall be excused, if, ni the 
desire ofjudging for ourselves, we may have been led to enter more at 
large into the events of his reign, than may, perhaps, be in strict conformity 
to the original design of this undertaking. 

Among a variety of relations transmitted to posterity by oriental writers,* 
on this subject, the following statement of the circumstances which, on the 
present occasion, more immediately produced the accession of Ally to the 
throne of the Khelaufut, has been recommended to our attention, as that 
which bears the nearest alliance to the truth of history. The earliest over* 
tures to this effect, appear to have again proceeded from the Egyptian 
party; by whom, at the expiration of the third day from the death ofOth- 
man. Ally was urg<'d with fresh importunity, and in compassion to the 
calamities which threatened to distract the empire, to assume the reins of 
government. But, when it was rather haughtily intimated to them by him, 
that they were little authorized to interfere in the appointment of a 8uver« 


eign to the believers, a prerogative which he maintained to reside exclu- 
sively in the warriors of the field of Beider, the intimation was speedily 
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communicated to such of that distinguished order, as were 40 be fbund at AJUXXXV^ 
this crisis in Medeinah ; in consequence of which, they repaired to the A. D. 656. 
presence of Ally in a body, attended by the greater part of the companions Hsbeib" 

of the prophet ; and bearing testimony to the superlative qualifications uMqrr. 
which so singularly marked him for their selection, united in soliciting his 
immediate acquiescence in the general will. Fn reply to these importuni- 
tics, Ally acknowledged that once indeed, on the death of Ornar in parti- 
cular, he had been led to aspire to the exalted distinction of conducting 
the enterprizes, and regulating the happiness of a faithful people : but, 
that this was an ambition, of which he had long since divested himself; 
however, he was still willing to accept of the second place, that ofminister 
of state or vezzeir ; of which he expressed his readiness to discharge the 
duties, with tnc most perfect obedience and fidelity to any person whom 
they might think it expedient to elevate to the supreme dignity. 

Regardless of the arguments and apologies of Ally, in evasion of their 
proffered honors, the companions persisted in their intreaties ; and, at last, 
proceeded to menace him with some violent or precipitate resolutions ; 
wiicn lie called upon them to recollect, that whatever they might resolve 
iip(in, this was a matter, on which it was impossible to decide, in the 
absence of two very important personages, whom he could not perceive to 
be among them ; 'lelhah and Zobair. They were accordingly requested to 
attend: instead, however, of complying with the summons, they desired 
it to be understood, in reply to the message which they received on this 
occasion, that, although they declined being present, they should not with- 
hold their pledge of allegiance from that person, on whom the lot of the 
succession miglit fall. This was an evasion which did not escape the com- 
prehension of those who composed the assembly ; and the determined Malek 
Ashtur and another chief, were employed to repeat the message ; when 
much against their inclinations, both Telhah and Zohair were conducted 
to the place of conference. Ally received them with distinguished respect; 
and having urged to them the obvious necessity which suggested the 
immediate appointment of an Imam, or hierarch, of the believers, declared 
at the same time, that if either of them entertained the most distant views 
Oil the succession to that important office, they should have his entire and 
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A.H.XXXV. immediate concurrence, They both of them declared in rep[)% and without 
A. D. G3b'. apparent reserve, that they knew no person whose pretensions could, in 
llouzut rcs])ect, bear a competition with those of Ally. 

wssufU. It was accordingly determined, without further dehate, hy the generality 
of the assembly, that Ally should immediately be invested with the supreme 
dignity, and the first pei&oii who offered hia hand in token of allegiance 
was Telhah : which circumstance, as the hand of TeUiah had been disabic<l 
by a wound received at the battle of died, afforded to those present a 
melancholy presage, lliat the measure they w'ere agitating was not destined 
Ally, arrive at an auspicious termination ; and Ally is even said to have 
IVih of the expressed his conviction on the spot, that Telhah was already prepared to 
Kliolta- violate his engagement. The whole of the people at Medeiiiali, however, 
rasliedein. ^1^ exception of a few' only of those most intimately attnebed to tho 

memory of the late KliaUf, and who determined on this oroasion, to observe 
a course hostile to the choice of the great minority of the companio^^. 
readily submitted to the autliority of Ally.* On the other hand, Niaiimun 
the son of Besheir tho Ansaur, accompanied by Abdullah the son of the 
Khalif Omar, Mahommed the son of Mosselmali, Hussaun and Zerd tho 
sons of lltauhet, Soheyb the son of Seniiaiui, and Kaaub the son of Malek, 
conveyed the bloodstained robes of Othman, and the mutihited fingers of 
Naylah to Mauweiiih at Damascus. Others of the adverse parly, after 
remaining lot; some time. in concealment, embraced an np)>(>rtunity of witlw 
draw'ing to Mekkah, where they found a welcome reception iimn Ayaislialt._ 
Ally was hut imperfectly seated in this manner ou. the throne of the 
Khalifs when he avowed his resolution to supeisede all those who had 
hecn placed in authority by his predecessor. This apparently imprudent 
step, Moghairah theaoiiofShiaubahyw lioni we have reneatcdly had occasion 
to n,otice, and who was esteemed one of the wisest among Arabs, from the 
purest motives of loyalty and zeal, endeavoured to prevail upon him to 
suspend ; at least, until it could be ascertained with what temper the 
accounts of his accession were received in the difierent provinces ; or whe- 
ther indeed, in some cases,^bis authority would, in any shape, l>e acknow- 
ledged, lest a measure so decidedly premature, should have the immediate 
effect of producing the most violent commotions throughout the empire. 
This piece of admonition however seasonable and salutary, at a, 
[Dcriod when his government was by no means firmly established, did not 

* Habeib usseyr. 
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receive fVom Ally that attention which It might have claimed. In eonae^ AtH.XXXV* 
quence of w liich^ na if on further delil)eration he had been induced to change A. D. 6564 
his opinion, Moghairah, at his next visit, affected to defer to the aiperior Rouzut 
sagacity of his sovereign, and expressed his entire approbation of the uunflit. 
design ; because he w'ould be able to derive from it at least one most 
material advantage, that of discriminating between the loyal and the dis» 
obedient, between his friends and his enemies. 

Just as Mogbairah was quitting the mansion of Ally^ Abdullah Abbas 
entered on his arrival from Mekkah, and he had the curiosity to inquire of 
liis couzin, what had been the subjectof their conversation. Ally repeated to 
him, without reserve, the strangely contradictory opinions which had pro- 
ceeded from Mogbairah. With honest frankness, the son of Abbas declared his 
eiitire concurrence in the fiirmer counsels of Mogbairah, as originating 
from motiv( s of the purest and most disinterested fidelity, whilst he repro- 
liateil his latest opinion, as treasonable in the highest degree. And this 
being subsequently reported to Mogbairah, that chieftain is said to have 
justified the apparent versatility of his opinions on the following grounds ; 
when a person, either through folly or obstinacy, is found to reject those 
counsels which are obviously salutary, he must expect to receive what are 
of a complexion precisely the reverse. A maxim by which he had been 
governed in his conduct towards Ally in the preceding instance. 

Having testified his'decided disapprobation of the removal of Mauweiah 
jn particular, Abdullah Abbas was required by Ally to state bis reasons; 
arid he explained in reply, that, entirely governed, as they were, by 
motives of self interest and private ambition, without the smallest consi- 
deration of public utility, Mauweiah and bis adherents, the moment they 
perceived themselves superseded, and curtailed of the means of gratifying 
their sensual appetites, would avail themselves of every expedient to pro- 
pagate the calumny, that Alltf. wan an accomplice in the murder Othman ; 
and that, having thus waded through blood to the throne of the Khelaufut, 
he meditated the further design of extirpating the whole of the family and 
friends of bis predecessor. Neither was it difficult ta foresee, that, irritated 
by these and other calumnious reports, the people of Syria and Irdk, and 
even of Arabia, would be seduced into rebellion and ultimate hostilityb 
There could, moreover, be no positive security against a]vio]ation of engage- 
ments on (he part of Telhah and Zobair, notwithstanding the appareqitt 
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A.H.XXXV. pledge of nllegiancti, bo reluctantly drawn from them. In conclusion, the 
A D. 636. .aoii of AhhaK entreated hiacoiizin, fur the present at least, to sud'er Mau- 
Bouasut weialKo retain his authority, and he would engage at a more convenient 
iMsufta. opportunity, to drag him from his govcniniont, as he would a hair from 
a cuke of dough.’’ To this Ally rejoined, that neither upon Mauw'eiah 
nor his adherents had he any thing to bestow hut the sword ; that the 
sole motive of his opposition to the government of Othman, had been the 
tyranny and violence of his heutenanis and other agents ; and that now, 
whilst he held the power, he hhoiild not expose liimsidt to the charge of 
tergiversation or dereliction of principle. That hi; should nut willingly 
consent to their retaining the authority which tliey had so basely abused, not 
even tor an hour. Abdullah did not conceal his regiet that the ivhalifs 
Bole reliance seemed to rest on the exertion of open loree, whereas in tlie 
management of an affair of so much difficulty and importance, snmed. gree 
of address and circumspection appeared at least necessary. Ally put an 
end to the conversation by announcing to his relative, that whenever, in the 
solution of any difficulty, he found occasion to consult his npinion, he 
should expect his sentiments without reserve ; and although he might 
Bometimea think it expedient perhaps to act in contrariety to such senti- 
ments, he should, iiotw'ithstaiiding, look for an implicit obedience on his 
part. To all which, Abdullah signified his faithful submission and acqui- 
escence ; an engagement which he never violated. 

In this posture of affairs. Ally received an application from IVlhah, 
soliciting for himself the government of llassorah, and that of Kufah for 
his friend Zobair, with which it was not found convenient to comply ; the 
Kbahf alleging, that were he to acquiesce in separating from them, there 
were none other on whose counsels he could with such confidence rely 
for support, on emergent occasions. Feeling themselves, notwithstanding, 
deeply aggrieved by this repulse, these two personages suifered the seeds 
of disaffection and hostility which they bore in their hearts, to take root ; 
while they mutually declared, that though they had been over awed by 
the violence ofMalek Ashtur to submit from necessity to the authority of 
Ally, yet they could otherwise never acknowledge any pretensions on 
which he could justly aspire to be their sovereign, 'fhev accordingly 
watched an opportunity to leave Medeinah on the fiist pretence, and to 
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unite ill the intrigues which were already at work, to disturb the tranquil- it.H.XXXVL 
ity of the empire, A . P. 656 , 

In the first month* of die year thirty six, determined without further Roiizut 
delay to carry into execution his plan of a general removal, Ally dispatched ussufB. 
Othiuan the son of Ilaneif to supersede Abdullah Ghoieizah, in the 
government of Bassorah ; and in the same manner Omaurah the 
son of Ilussaun, was authorized to take upon himself the government 
ofKufah, and Keyss the son of Sand Ebbaudab, that of the province 
of Egypt. The government of Yemen was destined for Abdullah Abbas, 
and letters patent were accordingly prepared for this purpose, when Ally 
must urgently intreated him, to proceed in the first instance into Syrio^ 
where the most sedulous exertions were immediately necessary to retaiQ 
the people of that province in their obedience. Hus was a piece of service 
which Abdullah found himself however compelled to decline, from aeon- 
KuJeratioii of the extensive influence Which Mauweiah had established jo 
tluMOiiritry ; not only through the closeness of his affinity with the late 
Khahf, being his uncle's son, but by the undisputed authority, which, for 
so long a period, he had been suffered to exercise over it. There were 
otluT reasons urged by Abdullah Abbas against his being employed in 
Syia oil this occasion. He acknowledged an apprehension that his life 
would he 111 jeopardy, if placed within the reach of Mauweiah and his fac- 
tion ; or at any rate, though they might forbear to shed his blood, there 
was no reason to expect, that they would suffer him to remain at liberty; 
a prison, therefore, was the least of the evils which he could hope for. 

But the argument which he pressed beyond every other consideration, was, 
that sensible of the sacrc'd and inviolable attachment, which, both from 
friendship and consanguinity subsisted between them, Mauweiah and 
his adherents, so long as Abdullah remained inseparate from the person of 
Ally, would be deterred from any act of open or declared hostility. 

He then fore suggested the propriety and advantage of dispensing 
with Ins ac(;eptance of any employment, which necessarily placed him at 
any considerable distance from the person of his master, until some happier 
pi iiud than the present should arise. These reasonings of his gallant and 
faithful relative had the desired impression upon Ally ; and Sohail the son 
of Haneif was chosen in his room, to undertake the precarious and delicate 
task, which hud fur its object the supersession of Mauweiah. 

• Jvlyi A, D. 656, 
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A,H.XXXVI. When Othman the aon of Haneif arrived in the precincts of 6as8orah» 
A.D. C56, that city was quietly delivered up to him by Abdullah Ghoreizah, who 
llouzut proceeded straight towards Mekkah. Othrnan was therefore suffered to 
ussuiTAt enter upon the exercise of his government, with no other obstacles than 
what arose from a considerable disposition to hostility towards the cause 
of his sovereign, already betrayed in the conduct of many of the inhabitants* 
Omaurah the son llussaun had proceeded on the other hand to Nalah, in 
the vicinity of Kufah, W'hen he was met by Telfiah the son of Klideylud, 
ond Kaukia the son of Amrh, who charged him, as he valued his life to 
return to Medeiiiah, for that the people of Kufah were determined to 
receive no other person than AbCi Mflssa as their governor. Omaurah per- 
ceived the necessity of yielding, and accordingly n turned to the capitah 
In Yemen, the approach of Abdullah Abbas was no sooner announced to 
YAly ben Mfmneiah, than he hastened, without scruple, to empty the 
public treasury of all its specie and valuables, and took his departure, with 
much splendour and parade, for Mekkiih, which was now become the 
general rendezvous of the disaffected. Kc*yss the son of Sand Kbbaudah, 
the designated lieutenant of Egypt, was received on his arrival in the neigh- 
bourhood of Kaherah, or Cairo, by a nitn^erous association of the inliabi- 
lants, and immediately conducted into that city \ the absence of the son 
of Saud Sfirrudje, at this time in Syria, no doubt facilitating his entrance. 
There existed, notwithstanding, among the nobles of the country a differ- 
ence of opinion which it might require some degree of address !o reconcile ; 
one party consenting to aeknowiedge the authority of Ally without 
reserve; the other stipulating that if he brought to punishment the mur- 
derers of Othman, he slioiild have theii willing obedience, otherwise, tlu'y 
should consider themselves absolved from their engagements. Keyss con- 
ceived it necessary to temporize, and accordingly compounded with the 
Jatter on their own terms. 

Nothing, however, more clearly demonstrated to the new Khalif, the 
instability of his authority, W'ith respect to the distant provinces at least, 
than the unsuccessful issue of the mission of Sohail the son of Haneif, 
appointed to the government of Damascus and Syria. This person had 
proceeded on his journey as far as Tabhk, when his progress was arrested 
by a body of the troops of that province ; who haughtily and peremptorily 
deoumded, whence be came, and whither he was going ? And when 
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Sohail had explained the object on which he was engaged, they* informed A.H.XXX'VK 
• him, with great insolence, that they neither acknowledged the authority A. D. 656 . 
of his master, nor of any of those whom he employed : and with respect Houzut 
to the former, they conceived themselves bound by the most sacred uoufft* 
engagements, to retaliate upon him the death of Othman. Sohail now 
requested to be informed, whether any others were associated with them 
in the prosecution of these hostile measures; when they further announced 
to him, that what he had heard was the unanimous voice of Syria univer- 
sally associated, to require from Ally the blood of the murdered Othman. 

A more explicit avowal was perhaps unnecessary ; and Sohail returning 
imirn-diately from the spot, r<'lated to his sovereign the untoward circum- 
stances, of which he had endured the niorlificdtion to be the witness. 

With a mind full of indignation, and some embarrassment. Ally could 
not forbear from communicating U'iiat had passed on this occasion, to 
Telhali and Zobair, who had not yet ibiind an opportunity to quit Medei- 
nah. 'File consolation which he received from this quarter, was such 
perhaps as he might have foreseen. They taxed him with the mortification 
to which he had recently tauglit them to submit, by his refusal of the two 
goveriinients, at a tune when be should have been led to consider them as 
lushest and truest friends; in the mean time his enemies havingformed the 
most sanguine expectations, that, on the first favorable occasion, they would 
not hesitate to withdraw from their allegiance, the only advice they 
could oiler under the pressure of such an exigency, (and if he was sincerely 
desirous that the rising comitiotioiis should be appeased he would do well 
not to neglect such advice) was to permit them to retire immediately to 
Mt kkah, U) dev*)te themselves to the services of religion ; which would be 
e proof to the world, that whatever controversy might formerly have 
ex'stc'd between them, was now at an end, and have a considerable 
effect III retaining those in their obedience, whose minds were at present, 
otherwise, ripe for hostility and revolt. If, on the contrary, he chose to 
be governed by opposite maxims, they could only tell him to prepare for 
war ; for they tdearly perceived that the affair of the Khelaufut was to bo 
no t»thciwis«* decided, tliaii by an appeal to the sword. The brave and 
Ctpen minded Ally declared m reply, that so long as a possibility remained^ 
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A.H.XXXVI. it W48 hi» determined resolution to persevere in a system of conciliatory 
A. O. measures towards his enemies ; but if, after all, these diftereiires failed to ter- 
Rouzut minate in the manner most consonant to his wishes, he trusied he should 
tinulttt. be found ready in arms to traverse and oppose their hostile and ambitious 
designs. -With regard to themselves in particular, since they were so 
earnestly bent to separate from him, he gave them his entire permission 
to depart whensoever and whithersoever they chose. '1 VJhah and Zobair 
most readily availed themselves of this permission, and having been long 
privy to the plans of hostility which Ayaishah was meditating in llcjauz, 
they proceeded immediately to Mekkah. 

It has been already noticed, that this turbulent and ambitions female, 
while the late Khalif was besieged in his palace, had accompanied the 
pilgrims on their usual religious visitation to Mekkah. It furthiT appt'ars, 
that when the object of her journey had been accomplished, she was on 
her way to Medeinah on her return, but meeting with a person from that, 
city, and apprized by him of the fatal termination of Oihrnaii’s government, 
and of the consequent accession of Ally, she hastily retraced her steps to 
the sacred city ; observing, that after the events which had taken place at 
Medeinah, she could consider it no longer a proper residence for her. She 
also embraced every occasion to assert publicly, and solemnly, that 0th- 
man had perished by the sword of injustice, and that she should most 
assuredly demand his blood at the hands of his immolators. Surprised at 
her behaviour, Obeid the son of Selmah, one of Ayaishah ’s iimtenial uncles, 
expressing his astonishment at this inconsistency in her conduct, afu r liav- 
ing been the first to asperse and render obnoxious the person and charac* 
ter ot the deceased monarch, and even to stimulate the people to destroy 
him; she justified herself on the plea, that the enemies »<Otlimaii should 
have been satisfied with having brought him to a proper sense of the conduct 
of which they disapproved ; hut when they imbrued their sacrilegious 
hands in his blood, they had overstepped the boundary of justice. She 
however acknowledged that there was an appearance f'f iiiconsisreiicy in 
the case ; but it was to be recollected, that of two traditional decisions of 
the prophet on points of a similar tendency, the former was always supposed 
to give way to that which was of more recent date. 

Under these circumstances, Ummeyah was among the first of those who 
lepaired to Mekkah, and associated with Ayaishah ia her rebellious project^ 
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Against the rightful Imdm of the Mossleros. And shortly afterwards the A.H.XXXVI. 
tram her followers was augmented hy the arrival of Abdullah Ghoreizah A.D. 656. 
fr(»m Bassorah, and of Yaly the son of Ml^nneiah from Yemen. With jtouzut 
thi se last she acquired a supply of treasure and valuable efTects to a very luiuftit^ 
great amount. A short time also brought to her party a further accumu- 
lation of strength, in the persons of TeJhali and Zobair, who had been 
allowed to withdraw from Medeinah on the pretext, as hath been already 
notuted, of dedicating their lives to the purposes of devotion ; but who 
DOW assisted in dH^eniitiating those injurious calumnies, fabricated by his 
enemies, against the fame and reputation of Ally. I'hus assembled, the 
parly proceeded to deliberate on the best means of carrying their rebellious 
plans into eflect; when it was proposed by Abdullah Aumer to march im- 
mediately toUassorah, in order to avail themselves of the powerful support 
which he could venture to engage from his numerous friends and adherents 
in that (pjarter. To this proposal, for similar reasons, Telhah gave his 
ready assent, and tin* measures were accordingly resolved on without fur- 
ther debate. Previous to their departure, they caused it to be proclaimed 
however in the streets ef Mekkah, “ that the mother of the faithful,’^ the 
appellation peculiarly assigned to Ayaishah, “ together with Telhah and 
“ Zobair, were proceeding towards Bassorah, and that it behoved all those 
wUo were desirous of avenging the blood of Othman, and of acquiring 
renown among Mussulmin, immediately to unite in the expedition.’^ 

In cunse(|uencc of this, one thousand of the people of Me kkah and Medei- 
nali, and two thousand from various other quarters, collected together and 
joined these insurgents. 

For all these an equipment was provided from the supply of treasure, 
conveyed by Yaly the son of Mhnneiah and Abdullah Aumer; and the 
necessary preparations having been completed, they proceeded from Mek- 
kah But when their march had been prosecuted as far as the waters of 
Judaub, (either a rivulet or collection of springs on the route to Bassorah) 
a circumstance apparently ludicrous, which occurred to Ayaishah, had 
nearly put a period to the enterprise, of which she appears to have been 
the animating principle. 


9C S 
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^.liXXXVI, Previous to her engaging finally in the confederacy, it is said, tliat on « 
A. D. visit to the mother of Selmah, after avowing the sense which she felt of 
Jlouzut the cruel injustice to which the injured Othnian had fallen a victim, and 
ussutta. lamenting the dangerous commotions, to which that fatal event seemed 
likely to give birth, Ayaishah proceeded to express her anxiety, lest the 
discord which threatened its fundamental principles, should ultimately 
shake to pieces the sacred fabric of their religion. She then ventured to 
apprize the mother of Selmah of the expedition into Irak, which Telhah 
and Zobair had in contemplation, for the purpose of checking the progress 
of these disorders, and of the importunities by which she had been prevailed 
upon, to be an associate in their views. And she concluded by a solicitation, 
that the mother of Selmah would accompany her in the enterprise, and 
afibrd by her countenance to their proceedings a stronger probability, that 
the threatening troubles might be speedily tranquillized. 

The mother of Selmah, who, it may be necessary to recollect, was the 
sixth in order among the names of the prophet’s wives, testified her 
utmost concern and disquietude at what she heard, and demanded in 
reply, with vvliat kind of assurance, knowing, as she did, the intimate ties 
of affinity by which the son of Abutauleb was allied to their prophet, she 
could entertain a tlKiught of embarking in measures so directly hostile to 
him. “ It was but yesterday,” observed this prudent and respectable 
widow, “ that you attached impiety to the name of Otliman, and to day 
“ you can as readily affix the appellation of tyrant to that of Ally, lie on 
“your guard against the deceitful suggestions of these men, w'ho arc 
“evidently misleading you from the path of rectitude. In the presence 
“of the Almighty, whose messenger he was, 1 call upon you to declare, 
“ whether, at this moment, you do not recollect the prophe’s express pre- 
“ diction, that but a short period would elapse, before the very dogs near a 
“ certain river in Iriik, called the Judaiih, should raise a clamour at the 
“ appearance of one of his wives engaged in the cause of rebellion. Nay, 
^‘further, when, from the emotion of surprise, he observed me invoiuntar- 
“ ily drop tl*e pitcher which I bore in my hand, w'hether our husband did 
“ not expressly declare that In his belief you, yourself, was the person to 
“ whom this circumstance would occur.” Ayaishah acknowledged her 
recullectiou of this fact, and signified her immediate determination to 
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withdraw from the design ; observing that she considered the advantages of A.RXXXVL 
personal safety paramount to all others. A. 

The result of this conference being communicated to AbduUah Zobair, Rou 2 ut 
the sister’s son of Ayaishah, he repaired to her presence, and declared his unuffli. 
resolution either to destroy himself, or become a devoted wanderer in the 
solitude ofthe desert, if she persisted in declining to accompany the expe* 
dition. She continued, notwithstanding, firm to her purpose, until, through 
the contrivance of some of the party, it was reported to her that her 
nephew had actually departed for Bassorah, on foot, and without any sort 
of provision for the journey ; and that unless she adopted some step to over- 
take him without delay, he was in imminent danger of perishing in the 
desert. Every other consideration was now obliterated by Ayaishah’s 
aireetionate regard for this her favorite relative, and she consented at last, 
however reluctantly, to accompany the malcontents, in compliance with 
their repeated iniportiiiiities, on their march towards Bassorah. 

On rcacliiiig thejudaub, as already noticed, the ears of Ayaishah were 
sudd('nly assailed by the barking of the dogs at a neighbouring village, 
which forcibly reminded her of the circumstances just related; she most 
solemnly adjured 'I'elliah to reconduct her immediately back to Mekkahi 
accounting for this her apparently capricious behaviour, by the prophet’s 
prediction which she then repeated. To induce her to recede, however, 
once more from this sudden change of resolution, Abdullah Zobair suborned 
certain Arabs ofthe tlesert by liberal presents to attest before Ayaishah, 
that this was not as she had apprehended theJftJaub; thus furnishing io the 
hislorlan I hr first instance af false evulcnce 7'ecoriled the imnals of Issldm, 

Eiiidmg, alter all, that the misrepresentation of the Arabs had not made 
sufficient impression on the belief of Ayaishah, .Abdullah, who was entrusted 
with the command of the rear guard, rode suddenly in, and spread an 
alarm, that Ally and his troops were close at hand ; so that between the 
apprehension of an immediate attack, |ud the terror of.some portentous 
impending calamity, she found it impossible' to retfeat. And in this 
state of painful suspense she again required the attendance of the guide to 
remove Ikt suspicions with respect to the name of this station ; Telhah 
iiovA informed In^r, that apprehensive of having deviated from the proper 
route, the guide was absent in the^egr* making the necessary inquiries 
firder to satisfy his doubts. •... 
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A.H.XXXVI. The ^uldc had, it teems, received, from Telfiah and his friend Zohain 
A D. 656. instillations to return, and, perhaps contrary to their expectations, had 
^ Rouzut taken the road towards Medeiiiah. I'alliutr in with Ally, and bring by 
WBuffa, him interrogated as to the situation of A\aishah and her associates, he 
coriiiiiunieated the first intelligence of their inareh towards Jkssorah, of 
the intended secession of Ayaishah, and other eirciinistaiiees, to the infin- 
ite satisfaction of that prince; wiu» had laboured under ennsidt ruble anxiety 
lest his enemies should have proccedtd to Kufali, and cut him otf from 
the succours which he had hoped to derive from that ijiiarter. 

In the mean time Ayaishah with the iiisurnenis nppraird hrfore Rasso- 
rah; when two persons of dislinguished ahility were dispaiched hy Ally’s 
lieutenant Othmaa the son of llaneif, to learn the objrct ot tlu ir visit. 
These wore first admitted to an audience with Ayawhah, by whnm they 
were acrjuaiuted, in reply to their inqwiries, that certain tnrbuhnit and 
seditious persons, violating the asylum of the prophet's exile, had dared, 
without proof, or judicial process, to shed the blood of the established 
Imaiim, or sacerdotal chief of the believers, and overspread the laud with 
crimes and atrocities. That tlic perpetration of such an act had banished 
her repose ; and that her journey to Bassorah had been prompted by the 
fullest expectation, that from the denizens of so resp* ctable a city, she 
^ould not fail to receive such powerful aid, as might enable her to march 
to Medeinah, and inflict upon the assassins of the successor of God’s pro- 
phet, that retribution which by their crimes they had so justly merited; 
From Telhah and fromZobair, to whom they next proceeded, they feceived a 
similar reply. From these, however, the deputies boldly demanded, how 
it came to pass that theif should have presumed to engage in hostility 
against Ally, after the public and solemn pledge of allegiance, by which 
they had affianced themselves to him. I’hey again justified themselves on 
the plea, that their conduct on that occasion had been influenced by 
their fears of the violence of Malek Ashtur ; but even intimidated as they' 
were, that they had not yielded their assent without expressly stipulating 
that the nHirderers of Othmaa should be brought to justice ; and that 
since Ally had proved unfaithful to his engagements in that respect, they 
considered themselves entirely absolved from all that had been entered 
into on their part. 'I'he two deputies then returned to communicate th« 
result of their mission to the governor of Bassorah. 
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Othman the eon of Haiicif, thus fully apprized of the hostile views of A.H.XXXVh 
the confederates, directed the necessary warlike preparations to be made A.D.656j 
in order to defend his post ; but, naturally impressed with the desire of Bouauc 
distinguishing such of the denizens of his government, as might be in the unuffil* 
interests of Ayaishah and her associates, Keyss the son of Mpghairah 
received his instructions, to meet the assembled people in the principal 
mosque of Bassorah,ond endeavour to sound their inclinations in this rea^ 
pect. In the address to which, on this occasion, the son of Moghairaft 
demanded their attention, he requested they would for a moment reflect 
whether the relict of their prophet and his illustrious companions were 
alone exempted from enjoying that peace and safety at Mekkah, which was 
extended even ’‘to the beasts of the field and the birds of the air,^’ and 
whether, therefore, when these people assigned their apprehensions of 
danger, as the reasons which compelled them to quit their country, the 
pretext was not too palpable to impose upon the most ordinary under* 
standiuir. If on the other hand, they advanced that the object of their 
entrance into the territories of Bassorah, was to avenge the blood of Oth« 
mail, he a[)pealod to the inhabitants of that place and its jurisdiction, since 
no paiticipation in the murder of the late Khalif could be laid to the charge 
of any one among them, whether it did not behove them to unite in repel- 
ling the arrogant intruders, and forcing them to resume their proper 
residence. 

Asswad the sou of SauJ the Roliite, one of the citizens, interposed by 
declaring, that as far as he had hccii able to ascertain, the object of Ayaishah 
and her associates was to solicit the aid of them and others, in order to 
avenge the blood of Othman ; and for his own part, he should not be withheld 
from staling, that the life of that man, who considered with indifference 
the guilt of Othman’s blood, wasjusrly at the disposal of any who chose 
to assail him. After some further discussion, the multitude pretty clearly 
demniistraled the part which they were determined to espouse in the con* 
test, by attacking the son of Moghairah with stones, and driving him from 
the mosque. From this circumstance, Othman the son of Haneif, what- 
ever pievKUJs doubts he might have entertained on the subject, was at no 
loss to perceive, that the friends of Telhah and his associates were too 
numerous iu Bassorah, to admit of any reasonable hope of successful 
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A.H.XXXVI. resistanct: ; and he therefore prepared to assert the rights of his master by 
A. D. C56. such other expedients as the occasion might suggest. 

Rouzut On a subsequent day, Ayaishah seated on her camel entered the city, 
usBuffi. and appeared, with Telhah on her right hand, and Zobair on her left, sur- 
rounded by their troops, in tlie spacious area then called Mheyed, in the 
Centre of the place. Othmaii drew out his followers in an opposite direction, 
while the people of the town Hocked together to attend the issue. Having 
expatiated at some length to the concourse thus assembled, on the various 
excellencies of the late Khalif, and on the atrocious circuinstaiicc's of his 
murder, Telhah and I'obair proceeded to demand their aid, to inflict the 
merited vengeance ou the perpetrators of ttiat bloody deed. Part of the 
citizens loudly assented to the truth of these representations, and resi>lved 
that it was ihcu nbent on all believers to avenge the death of their Khalif. 
Another, though ineonsidcraoic party, professed themselves of a very 
opposite opinion, openly iiisis^ing that these two personages, after a scan- 
dalous infraction of the most solemn engagements with Ally, were now 
combined to usurp the govertiinent into their own hands, under the mask 
of demanding justice on the murderers of Othman. 

One, of thosv: pfoscut, howe\er, Jauriah the son of Kedaumah, one of 
the chiefs of the benui Teme'im, and a /ealous siippoiter of the lights of 
Ally, addressed himself more immediately to Ayaishah ; declaring aloud, 
and with a solemn ajipeal to Hod, that the murder of Othmaii however 
atrocious, was in /in itcly more pardonable with the oft'ended spirit of her 
departed husband, than the conduct by which she had been led to dishonor 
berself on this occasion, in exposing her pv^rson unveiled, and on that 
execrable camel, to the unhallowed view of an iiuliserimiiiate multitude. 
If by an iircsit lible bias she had been impelled to quit her home, he admon- 
iahed her to recede before, it was loo late ; but if her appearance at llassorah 
was the result of compulsion, the most prudent step she could follow was 
to demand the protection of the people, to re<;onduet her to her hvibitation 
at Mckkah. Next addressing himself to Telhah and Zobair, he reproached 
them, although the immediate disciples of the prophet, with their criminal 
disregard of his clearest institutes in exposing the relict of the messenger 
of their God, with so little scruple, and iii a manner so disgraceful, in the 
midst of such a multitude, notwithstanrling their punctilious nicety in 
c^oncealiiig their own women within the secrecy of their harams. This 



-does not appear to have produced any reply from the hearers. In thcT ^,^»XXXVU 
mean time Hakkeim the son of Hailali, of the tribe of Obed and com- A. D. 6s6, 
mander of the lieutenant of Bassorah’s cavalry, causing the warlike instru^ Rouzut 
ments to strike up, and the greater part of the inhabitants going over td tissaffiL 
Telhah and his associates, an action commenced, and continued with 
considerable slaughter on both sides, until night put an end to the conflict 

The battle was renewed the following morning, and had continued 
without any apparent advantage to either side until noon. When perceiving 
that the combatants were nearly exhausted by their exertions, Ayaishah 
desired that proclamation might be made against the flitther eifdsion of 
blood ; fhr that her object in coming to Bassorah, was not for the hateful 
purposes of civil discord, but to promote the interests of truth and harmo- 
ny. Hostilities immediately ceased.; and arbitrators having been selected 
to compromise these unhappy differencesj it Was determined, after consi- 
derable debate, that a [lerson should be deputed to Medeinah, to ascertain 
the nature of those engagements under which Telhah and Zobair had bound 
themselves ; if it proved that such engagements had been the effect of 
compulsion, the city should be delivered up by the son of Haneif to 
Ayaishah without further resistance ; on the contrary, if it should appear, 
that their affiance to the authority of Ally had been perfectly voluntary, 

Ayaishah and her adherents should immediately withdraw from the country, 
and dirc'ct ihcir views to any other quarter that they conceived expedient. 

The person selected to proceed to Medeinah on this occasion, was Kaub- 
cs-sour, Kauzy and chief of the law at Bassorah, who hastened with all 
diligence to fulfil the object of his mission. On his arrival at Medeinah, on 
a bViday^ he embraced ilie opportunity, when the ()eopie were more gener- 
ally assembled in the principal mosque, to solicit that information which 
he had been deputed to obtain. To this no one ventured to reply, but 
Assaumali the souof Zeid, who did not hesitate to affirm, that the submis-. 
sion of Telhah and Zohair to the authority of Ally, had been compulsory. 

On which thi governor of Medeinah, Solid the son of Haneif, indicating 
a design to offer violence to the son of Zeid for this bold assertion, the 
latter was condueted from the assembly, in order to prevent the mischief 
which was otherwise likely to ensue; since there were others present, who 
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A.H.XXXVI. expressed themselves disposed to confirm the declaration. The sameaea- 
A. D. () 56 . lous adherent to the cause of Ally, perceiving the sentiment which pre- 
vailed, with as little scruple avowed his determination to proceed straight to 
ussulTa. Bassorah in order to frustrate the designs of the enemy. 

This intelligence appears to have been little expected by Ayaishah, and 
her associates hastened to anticipate the surprise, by an immediate renewal 
of hostilities. Entering the principal mosque under cover of the night, 
they massacred forty of the dependents of Othman the governor of Bassorah^ 
whom they found there ; and proceeding thence to the palace of the govern- 
ment, they put to the sword four hundred more of the guards, and others en- 
tertained for the protection of the place. Othman himself they drauged from 
the palace, and were preparing to dispatch him in quest of his friends, 
when Ayaishah interposed to rescue him from death, both in coiisiderauon 
of his great age, and of his having enjoyed an honorable lot in the society of 
their prophet. He did not however escape but at the expence of his 
beard, which was of remarkable length and beauty, and which, as a lasting 
mark of contumely, together with his eye brows and eye lushes, they 
plucked one by one from the roots. Thus disgraced and disfigured, Oth- 
man was sutfered to join his prince; who not immediately recognizing 
him under the metamorphosis, observed with a smile, when he made him 
self known, that he had dismissed him to his government an old man; it 
was some consolation to see him return in the bloom of youth.” 

Having rendered themselves, in this manner, masters of Bassorah, Telhah 
and Zobair dispatched letters into Syria, to acquaint Mauweiah with their 
success, and to require his assistance in prosecution of the hostilities thus 
auspiciously commenced against Ally. At the same time Ayaishah wrote 
to caution the inhabitants of Kfiifih, as they valued their welfare, to with- 
hold from Ally those succors, which it was probable he might shortly 
demand from them ; and to seize the earliest opportunity of joining her 
Standard. On the expulsion of the lieutenant of Bassorah, some dispute 
had arisen among the most powerful of the victorious party, on the subject 
of the Imaumut, or pontihcaJ functions; to accommodate which, Ayaishah 
directed, that heyr favorite Abdullah Zobair should take the learl in all 
public prayers, until the question nt the Khelaufut, or supreme dignity, 
should be otherwise finally determined. 
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’ In tbe mean time, the most public means having been resorted to by A.ff.XXXVr, 
thr hf'atls of the insurgents, to circulate the report, that Othman had been A. D. 656, 
cut otr with the positive concurrence of Ally ; Abdullah Hukkem, the Rouzut 
Tenieimite, one of the leading citizens of Bassorah, took occasion to pro- ussuffl. 
duce, in the presence of Telhah, the very letters written by that person to 
tli(‘ principal inhabitants of the place, exciting tliem to the act, with which 
he had tlie effrontery to accuse another. He did not foibear to assure 
bun also, that however others might suffer themselves to be misled through 
ignorance of the truth, the prevarication and inconsistency of their words 
and actions were too obviously palpable to impose upon him in the slightest 
degree; he (Telhah) was sufficiently conscious, and it was therefore super- 
fluous to remind him of the manner in which, after the most liberal and 
magnanimous proposal on the part of Ally, to relinquish his claims in 
their favor, both ho and Zohair united in acknowledging his superior and 
exclusive pretensions, and in solemnly pledging their allegiance to his 
authority ; in flagrant violation of which engagement, confirmed on the 
sacred truths of their beJief, they were now confederated against him, under 
the wretched pretext of avenging the death of his predecessor. All they 
could urge in reply seems to have been, that they had experienced the 
deepest compunction and regret for the unwarrantable conduct of which 
they had been guilty towards Othman ; and that now he was no more, the 
only means of reparation they could devise, was to avenge his fall. How- 
ever, finding no other resistance to their authority, the party of Avaishah 
took possession of the public treasury, the con rents of which they distri- 
buted to their followers ; whom, in the space of a short time, under various 
pretences, they succeeded in augmenting to nearly thirty thousand strong. 

On the other hand, great numbers of the Benni Abdul Keyss, and Benni 
Bukker tribes, took flight from Bassorali to join the illustrious Zblfi-kkaur. 

Win n Ally had become sufficiently apprized of the hostile designs of 
Mauweiah, and of his arraigning him with the guilt of Othman’s blood, the 
whole of his attention was directed towards the levy and equipment of an 
adequate force, to humble and extirpate this his irreconcileable and inve- 
terate enemy. And in pursuance of such an object, all those who had 
acknowled ged his authority, received orders to prepare for the expedition 
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A.H.XXXVI. into Sytia. In tlicso preparations he was engaged, when intelligence wasr, 
A n. l)rouglit him, that Ayaishah and her associates were on their march 
Kouzut~ towards Dassorah ; to this information, however, he did not give immediate 
ussurta. cr(;dit, as he could not tlivest himself of tlie suspicion that this W'as only a 
feint, and that their views were in reality directed towards Khfali, for the 
purpose of detaching the people of that place from their allegiance to hi» 
authority. The suppression of this ri'bellion, however, (or the present 
superseded all other objects, and for that purpose he immediately applied 
to the inhabitaiitsof Medcinah for their assistaiice. Of these a part exprt ssed 
their willingness to artord him every testimony of attachment and oheJieuce. 
But among others, there arose a material discordance of opinion. It 
became now tli(‘ subject of public conversation, that Ally had beep repeaN 
ediy advised to bring to justice the murderers of pthman, in wliicli he would 
have found nope to oppose him; but to this he would not listen ; and thus 
leaving them a plausible pretext for hostilities, tlu^ alleged that he had a(‘ted 
ill a manner directly consonant to the views of his enemies; “ he therefore,’^ 
said they “ that despises the counsels of his friend, deserves to see the 
“ designs of his enemy prosper.’’ 

Thus frustrated ip hU hopes, from a quarter in which disap|ioiiitmpnt 
was perhaps least expected, Ally, with an atilieted spirit, left Medcinah ; 
and at the head f)f aliout nine hundred men, hastened, if possible to inter- 
cept the march of the insurgents. The advanced guard of tins inconsider- 
able force, was commanded by AbA Leyli the sou of AimO ul Jerrauh ; ihe 
right w'iiig by Abdullah Abbas, and the left by AmrO the son of Selmah. 
lie was also accompanied by several otlters of the prophet’s most disiin-, 
guished associates ; and particularly by Khozzeimab the sou of I'liahef^ 
whose steady and scrupulous adherence to truth, was su(‘h as ro have 
acquired for him, from the author of their religiou, the title of Zu ^hihau^ 
detein, he viihosc testimontj hears a two fold strength. Receiving hov\ ever 
intelligence by the way that his enemies hpd gained the start of him, anti 
not yet able to asqertain their views. Ally encamped at the station of Zi-» 
kader, where he remained for some days ; during which, he dispatched 
directions to Medcinah to forward the whole of his baggage and equipage, 
to the army ; having privately determined after the treatment which he hafJj 
recently experienced, to return no more to the territory of Yathreb. 
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. While encamped at Zikader, among other mortifications which he was A.H.XXXV|L 
compelled to experience, Ally found himself assailed by the unavailing A. D. 656. 
reproaches of his own family. His son liussun, alarmed at the distresses Rouzut 
which seemed to threaten them, presumed to remind him of those frequent uMuftV 
occasions on which he had rejected the advice of his children. And they 
were now, accordingly exposed to perish of hunger and thirst, beyond the 
possibility of relief, among the sands of the desert. To this desponding 
observation, the intrepid Hyder made little reply, further than by an 
endeavour to console his son ; and a desire that he would state those 
instances of admonition, the disregard of which could have had a tendency 
to lead to the calamities he seemed to apprehend. Hiissun explained by 
adverting to circumstances which preceded the death of Othman, when it 
had been proposed to Aliy for a short time to quit Medeinah ; so that in the 
event of tlu; insurgents proceeding, in his absence, to take away the life of 
the Khalif, the suspicion of his bearing any concern in thatnefarmus trans* 
action, miglil be thus entirely obviated; and every ground removed on 
winch his enemies might pretend to disseminate calumnious accusations 
to his prejudice, when the destruction of Othman had been accom- 

plished, he had hecniiitreated,as circumstances seemed torequire, todecline 
the KInddufut, until the concurrence of ail believers should be ascertained 
in his fivoiir. And lastly, when it became notorious, that Ayaishah, 

Telhali, and /ohair, wore confederated to avenge the blood of Othman, he 
had been advised toremuiu in a place of security, and await the disclosure 

0f(V(TJ’S. 

To all which Ally separately replied ; and in the first place, that when the 
palace of Othman was invested hy the insurgents, means had been also 
adopted to preclude the possibility of his withdrawing from the town,by 
poshng a guard over his house, as well as over ihoae of some others of the 
m St distingiiishecl personages. With regard to the circumstance objected 
to hnn in the second place, he affirmed, that the acknowledgement orcon- 
cnio Hit; of every part of the empire was in no shape indispensable to the 
cleeiion of the Khahf, which was an affair vested exclusively in the denizens 
of the two sacred cities, or more expressly, in the companions of the pro- 
phets flight, and those who protected him in his exile ; whose choice once 
determined on, it behoved all others submissively to acquiesce. And to 
(he last subject of complaint, he had only to observe, that after the pqbliq 



206 

A.H.XXXVT. ackno\vIedg;fn[ient8of his authority which he had received, and the hostilii 
A. I), desii,nw (»f Telhah and Zobair had been announced, such a passive demeanor 
lioiizut as that which had been recommended to him, could only have led to pro- 
ussutt'A. mote divisions of opinion ; independent of its extreme unworthiness of that 
sacred ckffice which he had undertaken, and which he was determined 
never to degrade. Moreover, in demanding at his hands the Idofvi of 
Othman, his enemies evidently sought his life, and had tlierefoie left him 
no alternative. 

But to prevent all future discussion on these subjects, Ally embraced the 
opportunity to inform his son, that when the nusseiiger of Omnipotence 
iiad departed for the regions of eternal h1i<s, hi* could not admit 

that any man was possessed of higher qiialilieatioiis, or in >iv indispuMtjle 
claims than himself, yet when he perceived an almost un .iiimous acquies- 
cence of all the orders, to submit to the exaltation of Ahii Ihikker, he did 
not hesitate to forego his just pretensions, in deference lo what appealed 
to be the general will. Neither was the slightest point, in which ho could 
either prouiote or support the interests of that prince, by him ever left 
unheeded. When also at the approach of death, the same Ahii Bukker 
declared his wdll in favor of Omar, in prejudice ti» those we ll grounded ex- 
pectations, no selfish consideration could prevail with him to withhold his 
assent ; and the ^hole empire could hear testimony to his cons<'ientious 
forbearance from opposition on that occasion. Again, when the peo- 
ple were brought to acknowledge the authority of Othman, in consequence 
of that unprecedented mode of election introduced by Omar ; “ my con- 
“ duct” continued Ally, “ was still governed by the same coincidence with 
public opinion ; and under every circumstance of Othman’s administration 
“ he uuitormly experienced from me, the most zealous and submissive 
obedience. And lastly, when this unfortunate prince had fallen by the 
hands of his assassins, and 1 had entirely withdrawn myself within the 
“seclusion of my own dwelling, although repeatedly urged by the people 
to assume the government, their entreaties were resisted on my part 
“ with unaltered firmness, until ^he expiration of seven days ; when per- 
ceiving no probability of a settlement on this important question, and 
“ apprehensive that disorders might otherwise come to pass, beyond the 
“ scope of human prudence to repair, i yielded to importunity, and to the 
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^imperious necessity of the occasion ; the chiefs of onr faith submitting to A.H.XXXVI; 
** m)' authority with every (iemoiistration of cordiality and zeal.’^ A.D.6S6. 

However llussun might have been reconciled by these explanations* it Roaaut 
could not escape the discernment of Aily*e mind* that an attempt to crush usiuffAt' 
the rebellion at llassorah with the very slender force which now attended 
him, did not afford any flattering prospect of success; he therefore made 
use of the occasion to prove the fidelity of the people of Khfah ;,aDd wiHv 
this view Mahommed the son of Abh Bukker, and Mahommed the son ol 
Jauffer teyaur, proceeded to that place ; with letters to the inhabitants 
representing the extremity to which he had been driven by the conduct of 
his enemies, who, in violation of the most solemn engagements, were now 
in anus against his lawful and acknowledged authority. 

In prosecution of this object, the \y/o Mahomineds arrived at Khfah, 
and communicated the letters with which they had been entrusted by 
their sovereign. But the iiihahitants having consulted with Abii Mhssa 
the Aishaurite, who still continued governor of the place, that chieftain 
cxpiaiijod to them, in terms which pretty clearly evinced the disposition 
by which he was animated on the subject, that Ally and Telhab being 
engaged in a personal contest for power, those of course who felt a bias for 
tlie concerns of this world, were at liberty to espouse the cause of either 
parry : hut such as placed their views on what was of infinitely higher 
importance, the enjoyment of a blessed futurity, would do well, in the 
seclusion of retirement, and in the bosom of domestic peace, to decline 
taking any share in the dispute : for this was one of those afflictions* 
which God's messenger had foretold that his people were destined to suffer 
in wdiich he had cautioned them to keep to their houses, and though after 
every endeavour to abstain from, they might ultimately be compelled into 
hostilities, the// were enjoined to make their awards of wood. As the tendency 
of such an address publicly delivered from the pulpit, could not be easily 
misiinderstnod, the son of Abfi Bukker and his collegiie, were proceeding 
to reply with equal indignation and severity, when Abfi Mhssa coldly 
ob*^crved, that the pledge of allegiance given to Othman was not less bind- 
ing upon tlioir master than upon himself ; if, therefore, war was unavoid- 
abl(\ it behoved him in the first place to attack and do justice upon the 
ninrdfrers of his injured sovereign. In short, the messengers '<f Ally, 
convinced on this and further observation, that the people of Kfifah were- 



4*H.XXXVI. detcrhnined to abide by the dictates of their governor, returned withoitl 
A, D. 65fi. further delay to Zik&der, and described to Ally, to his considerable surprise 
Itouziit and disappointment, the circumstances of their reception, and Abh Mhssa’s 
iissuffik disloyal conduct. A second attempt, in which Abdullah Abbas and Malek 
Ashtur, were employed to bring the lieutenant of Kufah to a more favor- 
able sense of duty proved equally unsuccessful ; he was found more 
obdurate in his opposition than had been represented even by the former 
report. 

As a last effort, however, to secure the assistance of tfiis tiirhulent and 
martial colony^ Ally now determined to try whether the presence of hi*; 
son Hussun miglit not have some influence in awakening that spirit of 
loyalty towards the family of their prophet, of which he might yet persuade 
himself there remained a latent spark still unextinguished in the breast of 
rvefry Mi^ssulman. Accordingly that prince, accompanied by Aumer 
Yaiisser, was next dispatched with a further application for their assistance 
to the people of Khfah, and a letter from the Khalif to Abh Mhssa to engage 
his co-operation by every pmmise of favor and aggrandizement. In con- 
currence with their instructions, these two distinguished associates hastened 
towards KMah ; and in the neigbuurhood of that place were met by most 
of the nobles and principal inhabitants, by wht^m the lineal representative 
of their prophet was immediately conducted with every mark of respect 
and veneration, and attended by a great multitude, to the principal mosque 
of the city. Here, casting his eyes on AbA M6ssa, who had also repaired 
to the assembly, llussun sternly demanded his reasons for interposing his 
authority to detach n faithful people from the path of rectitude, and to pre- 
vent them from affording aid to their rightful sovereign, who sought no 
other object than the public good. To this, with affected humility, Abii 
Mhssa briefly replied : “ devoted to the service of my lord be both my 
father and mother, it becomes not me todeny his alhrmation i but it was 
my lot to hear our revered prophet declare, that the hour of discord was 
“ at hand, in which it would be better to sit down than stand, better stand 
“ still than walk, and better walk than ride. The party at Bassorah we 
“ must moreover consider as our brethren ; and the persons and property 
“ of such, God himself has commanded us to hold saCred.” Unable to 
suppress his indignation at these words, Aumer Yausser W'as beginning to 
govilc him for his hypocrisy and perfidy, when he W'as suddenly interrupted 



209 

l)y one of the assembly, who severely retorted upon him the abusive cpi- A.H.XXXVI, 
* thets, of which he seemed disposed to be so liberal ; desiringillm to recoN A.,D.6fl6. 
lect that such insolence to established authority, but ill became the nRouzuT* 
yesterday’s associate of rebellion. ussuifil. 

During the altercation, Zeid the son of Sbjaun with letters from Ayaishah 
made his appearance in the assembly. The perusal of these letters 
appears, however, to have produced an impression rather different from 
what might have been intended, and the messenger proceeded moreover 
to load the adverse party with abuse and obloquy ; some of those present 
could not forbear to recriminate upon the conduct of Ayaishah, in thus 
indecently interfering in a contest of arms^ gross violation of every max- 
im of female propriety, and of the positive institutes of her religion ; in 
usurpation of the peculiar attributes of the manly character, and, where 
she presumed to excite the faithful «to acts of treason and rebellion gainst 
their acknowledged sovereign, in disregard of every principle of truwand 
justice. The conhdence of Ahh Mhssa at this moment began to abandon 
him ; he summoned, notwithstanding, sufficient resolution once more to 
ns(*end the pulpit, and again exerted every argument he could invent to 
dissuade the people from complying with the demands of Ally; he proposed 
for imitation the example ot some of the prophet’s most distinguished 
companions, and in particular that of Abdullah Omar, of the warlike baud 
e-Wekauss, of Mahommed the son of Musselmah, of Assaumah the son of 
Zeid, and many more; who had prudently determined to step aside from 
the scene of civil discord, rather than unsheatli the sword against their 
Mussulman brethren. He therefore called upon them not to barter the 
sacred interests of tlicir rtjligion for the perishable projects of this world ; 
but to consult both present and future welfare, by a steady adherence to 
that authority which had been so long exercised to promote their 
happiness. 

The attention of the assembly was then engaged by Kaukia the son of 
Amrfi. who urged the indispensable necessity of a supreme and established 
ruler, by the exertion of whose power and prudence, to regulate and con- 
duct to a happy termination the destiny of a numerous people. It was 
therefore in a fortunate hour, that they were called upon by the exalted 
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A.H.XXXVI. Ally, from the purest motives, to unite with him in support of those designs, 
A. D. in wiiich h%iiad emharlted, with no other object than the advancement of 

Houzut the general welfare. It was on this account ihi ir duty as well as interest 

iMsuffa. to afford him the earliest proofs of returning loyally, by hastening to join his 
standard. |n this stage of the debate, one of the citizens of the name of 
Obed Kheyr, demanded of Abh Miissa whether Felhah and Zobair liad 
not publicly pledged their allegiance to Aliy ; t^nd if so, whether from that 
day to the present period, any circumstance had occurred in the conduct 
of the latter, to justify their breach of such allrgiance. Ab6 Mhssa 
acknowledged the pledge of allegiance, but professed his ignorance with 
regard to the other points; on which his interrogator observed, that until he 
was better informed on the subject, he should fur his own part, then, bi g to 
be governed by an opinion of his own. Imaiirn liussun now called upon 
Ahu MAssa todesccMid from that pulpit on which, alter forfeiting his allegi- 
an(4ilo the rightful successor of the propiiet, he was no longer eitlier 
authorized or worthy to appear. H<iually mortified, the crest fallen gover- 
nor was compelled reluctantly to obey ; while Auiner Vausseratid another 
of the adherents of Ally seized the favorable moment to enlarge upon the 
numerous excellencies of their patron, and encourage the ardor of the peo- 
ple to hasten to his presence, with those proofs of loyally and attachment, 
to which, by his exalted virtues, he was so eminently entitled. 

By this time Imaum Mussun had taken possession of the pulpit, and 
having appealed to the hearts of all present in support of his parent's 
superior claims, explained at length the object of his mission. In 
behalf of that parent, he iiitreated them for the present to suspend all con- 
sideration of the justice or injustice of his conduct ; to aifbrd him that 
immediate aid which he solicited at their hands, in the cause in which he 
was engaged against a perverted and perfidious faction, and he would 
cheerfully submit to be personally responsible at a future period, fur any 
injuries which could be fairly laid at liis door, lie concluded by once 
more aQirming, that though Telhah and Zobair had been the first to affiance 
themselves to the authority of Ally, they were among the earliest to vio- 
late their engagements. On these considerations he admonished all who 
beard hiin, without distinction of rank or wealth, to consult their assured 
and permanent glory, by hastening without further delay to join the 
intrepid chief, by whom they were anxiously expected io his camp at 
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Zrklder. In Bimilar terms they were addressed by Hidjer the son of Aud« A.H.ltXXVli 
'dy ; but the popular sentiment had now taken a decided turn, and further A./D. 656. 
reasoning appeared superfluous. The Kflfites declared with loud acclama- Rouzot 
tions, that the darling of their prophet’s aflections had irresistibly convinced U8kttffil.r 
them, and that nothing should further prevent them from submitting to 
the authority of his father, whom they hnmediately prepared to support 
with all the force of the country. 

Just as matters had arrived at this crisis in the assembly, intelligence was 
brought to Abil MAssa of an extraordinary scene that was passing within 
the walls of his own palace. It would appear, that, on the departure of 
Hussun from the ramp at Zikader on thiltf^casion, it had had been sug- 
gested to the Khalif, by the intrepid andfafthful Malrk Ashtur, that until 
some method was devised, either to disgrace or remove the lieutenant of 
Kflfah, his wishes in that quarter must inevitably terminate in disappoint* * 
meiit ; he therefore solicited and obtained the permission of his sovereign 
to follow, with instructions to employ his utmost exertion to weaken and 
subvert the authority of Abfl Mussa. On his arrival at Khfah, he became 
apprized of the declining turn which had then taken place in the affairs of 
that chieftain ; and without suffering himself to be interrupted by interior 
considerations, hastened to the governmental palace, which, with the 
weighty argument of his mace or battle axe, he soon cleared of the domes- 
tics of Ahh Mflssa. In the utmost consternation, they presented them- 
selves covered with blood to their master, telling him that a person whose 
appearance and language they attempted to describe, had thus treated 
them ; and like an unforeseen and irresistible mischief, was now committing 
the most extraordinary outrages on his furniture and most valuable 
eflirts ; of which, if he did not speedily exert himself, not an article would 
escape' the ilevastatiou of this furious stranger. Almost suffocated with 
surprise and astonishment, Abfl Mflssa precipitately withdrew from the 
assembly, and returning home, was at no loss tojecognize the author of all 
this alarm and confusion ; who accosting him by the name of hypocrite, 
and other opprobrious epithets, demanded what further concern he could 
pretend to have in that mansion, which belonged to one whose rightful 
authority he had dared to abjure. By this time the multitude had declared 
for Malek Ashtur, and Ab6 Mhssa perceiving bis hopeless situation, con- 
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A.H.XXXVI. descended to supplicate for a sliort delay, not more tiian was necessary to 
A. D. €56. provide hiniselt with some kind of shelter for his family ; which was peremp* 
Houzut" denied him, while his property continued to be thrown into the 

ttssuifa. streets, and the greater part was entirely destroyed. At length, through the 
uigent solicitation of some friends, the respite of one day was allowed him 
to provide himself with another house, to which he retired, and denying 
access to all who sought to visit him, there immediately shut himself upfrom 
society. In the mean time, the people of Kf^fali were employed in the 
most active preparations for marching; and in six days after the occurrence 
of the above events, Malek Ashtur found himself at the head of twelve, 
some say of nineieon thousand chosen warriors; with whom he proceeded 
to the camp of Ally ; Ameir Hussuri, accompanied by a slender retinue, 
having already taken his dc'parture for Zikader. 

The approach of the KAhtes inspired Ally with a degree of confidence 
in proportion to the value of so powerful and seasonable an acquisition of 
strength, lie received them at some distance fr(»m his camp, and assun d 
them for the last time, that the sole purpose for whi(;h he had solicited 
ihcir assistance, was to reclaim to the path of rectitude certain of their 
brethren, who had unhappily deviated into rebellion and hostility. Neither 
should he proceed to avail himself of the means of coercion, until the total 
failure of every milder attempt to persuade, should have left him no other 
alternative. In the mean time they might rely upon his solemn assurance, 
that, in every circumstance, his conduct would be scrupulously regulated 
by the sacred word ot God, and the institutes of his messenger ; having no 
other object in view, than the advancement of the true religion, and the 
welfare of its followers. He then conducted them into the eiicarnpinent, 
assigning to each of their leaders tiiose quarters, to which by rank or dignity 
he ftuiud them entitled. The very next day, Kaukia the sonofAmrfi, 
not less distinguished by his valour than the powers of his understanding, 
proceeded towards Bassorah ; to endeavourby the arguments of prudence and 
moderation to extinguish the spirit of ambition, with which Ayaishah and 
Tier two associates are accused of suffering their bosoms to be inflamed. 
Ally followed, shortly afterwards, with an army now equally respectable for 
numbers and ccjuipment. 

On his arrival at Bassorah the son of Amr6, in pursuance of his instruc- 
tions, repaired first to visit Ayaishah, whom he requested to explain the 
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motives of her appearance in that territory ; which she equally ascribed to A.H.XXXTI# 
her regard for ih(^ public welfare, and her zoal to avenge the blood of 0th- 
man. Previous to further discussion, Kaukia requested that Telhah and Rouzut 
Zobair might both be sent for, in order that, what he had to offer might uuuftk*' 

be delivered in their presence I'hey accordingly attended, and to the 
question already proposed to Ayaishah, returned a similar reply. Upon 
which the envoy observed, without ceremony, that to him their declara- 
tion appeared equally absurd and inconsistent ; since the prosecution of 
their vengeance against the destroyers of Othman, so far from promoting 
public good, would be the source of incalculable mischief, in the civil dis^ 
cord which must ensue, lie next demaiidt^d what number of victims they 
had already sacrificed to this unwarrantable propensity for insurrection • 
and when they had advanced, that not more than six persons had hitherto 
fallen in the cause, he rejoined, that in this number only, they had created 
against themselves six hundred thousand opponents ; and that in proportion 
to tlicir perseverance in the pernicious plan, their enemies would he still 
augnicnled. To the jiisti<;e of these observations, Ayaishah appears to have 
assented, and she demanded, in consequence, what, in her situation, he 
thought it most advisable to do. Kaukia recommended an immediate 
dcrelieiioii of every hostile design, and a treaty of peace to reconcile their 
differences with Ally; in which if they concurred, he could venture to 
augur happily of the issue ; otherwise they must anticipate the most in- 
auspicious reverse. To the propriety of these suggestions, in conjunction 
with Ayaishah, both 'felhah and Zobair at least affected to subscribe, 
declaring, that if the sentiments of the son of Abitauleb were in coincidence 
with what he n(»w expressed, there should he no obstacle on their part to 
an immediate accommodation. Kaukia now look his leave, and returning 
on the wings of di'‘p.iteli, announced to his prince, the favorable appearances 
in whieli his mission had thus terminated. Ally testified his approbation 
of what had been done, but accelerated his march towards Bassorah. 

]i] this posture of affairs, the principal inhabitants of the last mentioned 
city, had deputed one hundred persons to the camp of Ally, in order to 
disctiver among the people of KAfali, to most of whom they wore, in some 
degroe otlur, allied by the ties of consanguinity, howfar their inclinations 
appeare d of a pacific, or hostile tendency. Finding on inquiry a disposition 
unanimously bent on obedience to the acknowledged successor of (be 
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A.H.XSCXVI pp^)phtti of whose designs, whether ultimately fhvorable to peace or war, 
A I e5(>. no one pretended to determine, the deputies obtained a personal conference 
" Rouzut with Ally, and requested he W'ould relieve them from the doubts uiulep 
iMutrs. whic h they laboured with regard to those designs. The Khalif, in reply, 
condescended to recur to every cireiimstance of his conduct, contrasted 
with that of his opponents, from the commencement of the turbulent 
scenes at Modeiiiah preliminary to the death of Otiiman, to the present 
day, lie repeated his assurance that the object of his journey was to 
oppose and repress the pernicious practices introduced by his adversaric's ; 
to repair the disordtTs so destriietive to public happiness; anrl to expel 
from among the disciples of Mahoinnied that oduais spirit of revenge and 
animosity so repugnant to every pnneijile of hnmaniiy and virtue. And 
he concluded by a declaration, that whenever liis niisiruulcd breilireii could 
be induced to testify a sincere and pn»per c'oinpiinctioii, for the n-hellioiis 
and hostile procc^edings, in which they had suffered themselves to be 
engaged, he should be found perfectly ready to meet their advances. 
Neither should he commit himself, after all, to the horrors of war and blood 
shed, until every proof of forbearance, and every effort to conciliate should 
have been exhausted. The delegates of Bassorah confessed that nothing 
could be more manly, just and liberal, than the sentiments to \^hich Ally 
had thus given utterance ; Ijui when, in consequence of the impression 
which his arguments appeared to have left on their minds, he called upon 
them to give him their pledge of fealty, some demur on the part of their 
leader, Aussem the sou of Kclleib, prevailed with them, for the present, 
to decline that ceremony. Previous to their final departure, however, the 
whole of them publicly acknowledged the authority of Ally; and, on their 
arrival at f3assorah, professed to their fellow citizens, that the language 
which dropped from his lips was worthy of the race of the prophets. 

After the dismission of the delegates, Ally put his army in motion, and 
appeared within sight of Bassorah, where, on a commodious spot, at Kau- 
viah, he encamped. 'I'he insurgents on the other hand, to the luimhcr of 
thirty thousand men, marched out of the city with Telhah and Zobair at 
their head, and pitched their tents at Meghzeinah, in a position over 
against him. 

In this situation of the armies a negociation was opened for the restora- 
tion gf peace ; and that every obstacle might be removed to the attainment 
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•fan object 80 apparently desirable to both parties, it was eg^ed that the A.H.XXX\L' 
authors and abettors of the death of Othman should depart the camp of A. D. 656. 
Ally. These are said to have amounted to more than five hundred persons, Rousnt 
comprising among them some of the most distinguished leaders in all the uouA* 
tribes of Arabia : aud in partijL'ular, we find included in this obnoxious list, 
the names of Malek Ashtur, of Ally the son of Ul llushm, of Auddy the 
sun Hmtem Tdi ; of K haled the son of M6ljum, and many others whom 
it would be too tedious to enumerate. The influence of Ayaishah seems, 
however, to have created an exception in favor of her brother Mahommed, 
allhough one of the most active in the conspiracy which she now affected 
to condemn with such implacable animosity. Separated from their asso« 
ciatts, these proscribed individuals hastened to deliberate on the means of 
providing fur their personal safety ; convinced, as they declared themselves, 
that the reconciliation of the rival parties was to he cemented with their 
blood. One of them proposed, that since Ally, whose superior knowledge 
in their sacred scriptures no one could presume to question, had acquiesced 
in their expulsion, sind associated himself in the resentments of 'ielhah and 
Zuhair, they should submit to an immediate and voluntary exile from their 
c-miitrv ; and seek an asylum against the implacable vengeance of their 
enemies in the distant regions of the wtst. To this, Auddy the son of 
llaatcm objected, because, in his estimation, the only blessing this world 
alionled, was the presence of our relatives, and the endearing intercourse 
of friendship ; and that take from it this its greatest charm, life had for him no 
further value. Another, more sanguinary, as the shorter course, recom- 
mended to seize the first opportunity of dispatching Ally to join his pre- 
dcccssor, and thus secure their peace with the adverse party. Ally the 
son of I liishm contended, however, that, if in addition to the guilt already 
inciirrerl by the death of Othman, they plunged themselves deeper by the 
murder of Ally, there cf>uld be no reasonable expectation that they would 
ever b.‘ trustetl by Tcihali and Zobair ; or that, even supposing it might be 
tlumght necessary to temporiae with them fur a short season, their ultimate 
dcsu uction would not at a proper period be brought to pass. In bis mind 
what, on the contrary, appeared most likely to promote the object tl>ey 
had III view, uas to put in practice some plan of interruption to the present 
sysrein of liann iny ; tu chmge the pacific disposition of the parties into 
^uore determined and obstinate hostility. This suggestion of the sun of 
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A.H.XXXVI. Husbm was Immediately approved of, and shortly afterwards brought to 
A. D. 656. bear with a success which corresponded to their utmost expectations. 

' iiouzHt Whileaffairs continued in the same crisis, Ehnif the son of Kaiss or Keyss, 
ossufiS. who bore so conspicuous a part in the final reduction of the Persian em- 
pire, and esteemed one of the craftiest among Arabs, suddenly quitted 
Bassorah at the head of six thousand of his followers, and encamped at 
some distance from the tow'n, in the Waudy ussebbaia, or desert of wild 
beasts: assigning as his reason for this unexpected procedure, the repug- 
nance which he felt to engage in hostilities against the cotizin of his pro- 
phet ; and conceiving, that under such a* pretext he should be able to 
conceal his true design, which was to preserve some kind of neutrality 
until fortune should have decided the contest, and then to submit to the 
triumphant party. Previous to the commcMicement of hostilities he obtained 
a private interview with Ally, whom, if he thought it desirable, he imme- 
diately offered to join with all who had attached themselves to his fortunes; 
but that which he proposed as tlic measure best calculated to promote his 
interest m a more effectual degree, was to admit of his remaining separate ; 
by which it would be in liis power to restrain a body of, at least, thirteen 
thousand veteran warrior’s, from drawing their swords in the cause of the 
enemy. Of the two alternatives. Ally chose the latter ; in consequence 
of which, numerous parties from among the Benni Temeim and Benni 
Saud, including many the Aul-e-khtindnc, or heroes of the ditch, won 
Overby the influence of the son of Keyss,* detached themselves from the 
insurgents, and withdrew to the Waudy ussebbaia. The Benni £zd would 
probably have followed the example, bad not their chief Kaaub the son of 
Sowr, who held the oflice of Kauzy of Bassorah, been prevailed upon, 
though with considerable difficulty, by the assiiasive eloquence of Ayaish- 
ah, to declare himself at last in favor of her party. 

The armies had now remained encamped in the neighbourhood of each 
Other for several days, and the endeavours of such as had been employed 
to bring about a peaceful adjustment of their differences, appeared on the 
eve of success, when an unlooked for alarm, in a moment disconcerted 
every arrangement for accommodation. This originated in the contrivance 
of those conspirators against Othman, who, proscribed the camp of Ally, 

* The heroes of the ditch were those, who, with Mahommed, associated to defend the 
iH^cenchments round Medeinah. Vide Sale's Kor&n, Vol. Ij;, page 379. 
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mtcfaed an opportunity to put a period to the friendly correspondence A.H.XXXVli 
* which seemed on the point of reconciling that prince to his enemies. ' In A.p. 656. 
pursuance of a plan already agreed upon, they accordingly took horse, and Rouzut 
on the side wbjch lay towards the encampment of Aliy, one morning before unufil. 
day, fell suddenly on the outskirts of that of the insurgents; among whom, 
by a random discharge of arrows in every direction, they created for a short 
time the utmost consternation and disorder. The immediate conclusion 
was, that under cover of the night, the troops of Ally were approaching to 
surprise the camp, under which impression Telhah and Zobair hastened to 
arrange their army for battle ; alleging, what they asserted to have (leen 
their unvaried belief, that the son of Abhtauleb, whatever his professions, 
could never be induced to divest himself of his natural disposition to vio- 
lence and bloodshed. In the mean time, having succeeded in their object, 
the conspirators withdrew before those who had flown to arms to repel the 
danger, with some loss in killed and wounded, towards the encampment 
of Ally, through which they proceeded to spread a similar alarm, that the 
whole force of the insurgents was approaching to the assault ; and as a 
corresponding sentiment prevailed here, with respect to the sincerity of 
the opposite party, it was as easily converted into an argument of the con- 
firmed and reiterated perfidy of Telhah and Zobair. Ally became, therefore, 
on his part not less anxious that his enemies might not find him unprepared 
for the impending conflict. 

His troops were arranged on this occasion in seven divisions, each dis- 
tinguished by a particular standard, and consigned to the direction of one 
of his bravest commanders. On the return of day, Malek Ashlur and 
Auddy the son of Haiitem, appeared before Ally in behalf of the authors 
of the alarm, soliciting permission to devote themselves in bis cause ; which 
he did not conceive it prudent to decline. Auddy received charge of one 
of the principal divisions, and the intrepid Malek Ashtur assumed the com. 
mand of the right wing of the army ; the left wing being entrusted to the . 
discretion of Aumar Vausser. A particular division, composed of the most 
distinguished of the Koraish, and of the prophet’s auxiliaries and others 
natives of Hejauz, was placed under the orders of Abdullah Abbas, perhaps 
•8 a body of reserve. On the part of the insurgents, Sherjeil or Sherrajeil 
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A.H.XXXV1. commanded the home, and Abdullah Zobair waa general of the foot. Th» 
A. D. G56. names of the other commanders it could not be interesting to repeat, although 
Rouzut some of them eminently disthiguished in the annals oflssldm. Ayaishah 
u8Buft'&. was seated in a kind of litter or cage, secured for the occasion by strong 
pannels on the sides, and fixed on the back of a camel covered with mail, 
of extraordinary size and speed, with which, on her departure from Meccah,, 
she had been presented by Yauly the son of Mitlknnciali, the deposed lieu- 
tenant of Yemen. 

He had now compleated the disposition of his troops, and the sun had 
issued from the chambers of the eastern horizon, when Ally presented 
himself, between the embattled fronts of the two armies, mounted on the 
white mule of the prophet ; and having desired that hostilities might be 
mutually suspended while he spoke, proceeded to unfold a few of those 
circumstances w'hich seemed to demand his public and solemn avowal, 
previous to the last and irrevocable appeal to the sword. He once more 
expressed his sincere regret that his endeavours to reclaim, and bis advan- 
ces to conciliate, had been met by his enemies in the garb of injury and 
defiance ; and his equal surprise and indignation at the conduct of 'L'elhah 
in particular, who had now the effrontery to stand forth the avenger, after 
having contributed so notoriously by his influence, to the death of Othman. 
He appealed to the God of truth and glory, whether the actions of this 
man could be fairly reconciled with any principle of reasoa or justice ; 
since, if it was admitted that Othman was in truth a tjfranty it behoved 
him on every consideration to unite with his destroyers ; a& much as, sup- 
posing the martyred prince to have been the oppressed and injured party, 
he was bound by every principle of duty, while the suffering monarch was 
still living, to emphiy those' means in his defence, which were now so tardily 
and ostentatiously called iato exertion. But all other considerations apart, 
there was one simple truth which he challenged his utmost ingenuity to 
controvert ; the perfidious violation of that engagement, by which he had 
publicly and solemnly bound himself to obey the authority of Ally ; for 
which the latter supplicated the Almighty to bring upon him a just and 
unretarded retribution. Then turning to his followers, Ally called upon 
them in animating language to a chearful exertjon ot their prowess against 
an atrocious faction, which, by its accumulated guilt, had justified the 
utmost severity of chasti^eiaent and retaliation ; which, in aggravation of 
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the unprovoked infraction of treaties, hod augmented the sum of its ini* A.H.XXXVil» 
' quities by the barbarous and ignominious usage, sbewu to the loyal gover- A. D. 656, 
nor of Bassorah ; by its sacrilegious waste of the public treasure ; and by Rouzut 
the unrelenting massacre of the virtuous Hukkeimhen Hailah, his brother wsuffil^ 
and son, and many other believers who had endeavoured by flight to save 
themselves from a sanguinary pursuit. He desired them to reflect that 
death was that obdurate inquisitor, whose search, neither the inmate of 
domestic repose, nor the way-worn traveller had ever been able to elude. 

He besought them to balance the singular felicity of a glorious exit on the 
field of battle, against the {disgrace and infamy of an ignominious flight. 

And he called upon that Almighty power, at whose disposal lay the breath 
of the son of Abitauieb, to witness how much more cheerfully, for his part, 
he should yield his life to the sword, than on the ignoble bed of rest. He 
did not, however, forbear to remind his brave companions, that those who 
appeared in hostile array against them, included among their number some 
of the most illustrious members of their common faith, who, in their adora- 
tions of the deity, directed the.ir eyes to the same sacred Keblah; he 
therefore charged them to abstain from hostilities until compelled to act in 
self defence, when they might repel force by force, and the blood of the 
assailants would rest on their own heads ; and he further admonished 
them in no case to pursue those who fled, or offer molestation to the 
wounded. This generosity of soul, which, like the immortal Julius, appears 
to have been the brightest feature in the character of Ally, may justify 
the couplet in which the historian here apostrophizes his memory : ‘‘ How 
shouldst thou exclude thy friends, who regardest thine enemies even 
“ with the eye of compassion.” 

In the same intermediate spare between the armies, a conference now 
ensued betwixt Ally and the two leaders of the insurgents, Teihah and 
Zobair ; at which, when, in reply to the interrogations of Ally, Telhali 
alleged, as the grounds on which they had taken up arms against him, his 
having brought together from various parts of the empire, those seditions 
hords, who had dared to imbrue their hands in the blood of Othrnan ; and 
that it had therefore become the duty of every honest Mussulman to unite 
for his dethronement, as the principal instrument in the destruction of 
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A.H.XXXVI. that injured prince; Ally indignantly demanded with what assurance they 
A, D. could urge such a plea, with the blood of Othman still reeking upon their 

Uouzut swords ? But in order to remove every doubt on such a subject, he now 

Ubsufl'a. publicly challenged them to come forward, and solemnly imprecate the 
divine vengeance, on the heads of such as were justly chargeable with a 
guilty participation, either in will or deed, in that odious transaction. This 
they thought proper to decline ; and when Ally proceeded to reproach 
them, with their wanton disregard to the prophet’s memory, in their 
scandalous exposure of the relict of his bed, so inconsistent with those 
arrogant pretensions tfi justice and decorun\| which they presumed, to set 
up for themselves; they positively averred, that so fai* from being influenced 
by any solicitations oriiitreaty on their side, the conduct ot Ayaishah had 
been entirely actuated by her own private regard for the public good; he 
subjoined with some seventy, the remark, that all things considered, the 
actions of Ayaishah, adverting perhaps to former indiscretions, bespoke 
the necessity of some one to regulate them, far beyond any of tliose for 
whose welfare she afiected so much ostentatious zeal. Before they separ- 
ated on this occasion, however, though Telhah continued inflexible in his 
hostile resolutions, Ally, by recurring to the intimate friendship, which 
had ever subsisted betwixt them during luo life of the prophet, and to a pre- 
diction of the latter, that, notwithstanding their apparent cordiality, the 
period was not very remote when 7-obair should be found in arms on the 
side of injustice, against the man for whom he then professed such 
unbounded friendship, drew from this personage a solemn oath, that in 
consequence of what he had now brought to his recollection, he never 
would contend against him. With which assurance, Ally rejoined his 
loyal associates, to whom he related the circumstances of this conference, 
together with that of the fresh engagement by whicii Zoliair had thus 
again so solemnly bound himself. 

On the other hand, Zobair hastened to Ayaishah, and in terras of appar- 
ent contrition, proceeded to lament, that after a life of undeviating recti- 
tude, from early infancy to the present moment, he should at last have 
engaged himself in this scene of inauspicious warfare. With some surprise 
Ayaishah demanded, what might be the object of such a remark ; when 
/ohair recounted in explanation what had just passed in the conference 
with Ally* declaring, without reserve, that hid share in the enterprise wa^ 
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to be entirely ascribed to the treachery of his memory; aod that he had, 4.H.XXXYI^ 
therefore, us the only reparation, resolved immediately to quit the army. A.p.6AjS. 
Upon this declaration of his father’s, Ahdullah Zobair sarcastically observed, Houaut 
that the true cause of a resolution so unseasonably adopted, vfas not to be 
sought for in the recapitulation of an idle story ; but in the terror which he 
had suffered to' take possession of his mind, at the appearance of those 
warlike and undaunted spirits who had marshalled themselves under the 
banners of the son of AbCklauleb. For bis own part, his determination was 
unalterably hxed, never to leajve that field, never to relax in the prosecution 
of hostilities, until that judge, from whose decision there is no appeal, 
should have determined between them and their enemies. Irritated 
beyond measure at the disgraceful reflection conveyed in this remark, 

Zobair furiously assailed the front of Ally’s line, and having thrice pene- 
trated the ranks, w'ithoqt, howeves, wounding any one, he rejoined hia 
own, observing to his son, that the instances of hardihood, of which he had 
now set him an example, were not often exhibited by men who laboured 
under the impulse of fear. Abdullah persisting, nevertheleas, to dissuade 
him from withdrawing from the field, and by alarming his ptide to engage 
him in the approaching conflict, he demanded upon what principle he 
could dare to, imbrue his bands in the blood of Ally’s adherents, after the 
solemn pledge he had given to the contrary. To this Abdullah replied, 
that the repiedy was very easy. That the emancipation of a slave, by w^y 
of expiatory atonement, would be sufficient to relieve him froip any ein- 
l>arrassment under which he might labour on that subject. So th,at over- 
come at last liy shame and importunity, Z»)hair again yielded to their 
wishes; and giving freedom to one of his slaves, conceived himself once 
more athherty to unite in the. hostile designs of the party. 

Although every eircuinstaiice had sufficiently contributed to coiifirnt 
lhai aversnm, which pn'vailed among liis enemies, towards every measure 
accommodation, A.Hy to the very last moment appeared to experience a • 
decided repugnance to the effusion of Mussulman blood; he, therefore, 
determined to make one final experiment, whether a superstitious feeling 
might not be reiidertd instrumental towards , a reconciliation which he 
seemed at least so anxious to promote ; for this purpose he inquired if there 
was any one among liis faithful followers, who would undertake at the risk 
ofhfc, to present himself to the adverse rauks, and warn th^ni to return tot 
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A.H.XXXVI. their aJIpginnce, by an appeal to the sacred pages'of the Korftn. Apersoa 
A. D. 6'5G. of the name of Mosslem immediately offered himself for the service ; and 
having passed over to the enemy’s front, proceeded to discharge his 
nssufil instructions, by admonishing them to recede from their unwarrantable 
designs, by that sacred manuscript which he held uplifted for their con- 
templation, when the right hand which bore it was severed from his arm, 
by one of the infatuated multitude ; seizing his sacred charge with .the 
remaining hand, he was of this also immediately deprived by the stroke of 
another scimitar; pressing it, however, to -his bosom, w'ith the mutilated 
remnants, he continued his faithful exhortation, until finally dispatched by 
the swords of the enemy. His body was subsefiuently recovered by his 
Triends, and prayers pronounced over ii by Aliy in person, after wliich 
taking up a handful of dust, and scattering it towards the insiirgenls, that 
prince imprecated upon them the retribution of an avenging deity. Yet 
the troops of Ayaishah had repeatedly charged their adver>aries before any 
attempt was made to retaliate upon them ; Ally with an extreme forbear- 
ance of disposition, still calling upon Ayaishah, as she regarded the modesty 
of her sex, to reflect, whether those were enemies whom she thus persisted 
in devoting to slaughter. 

The fury of Ally’s followers was, however, now wrought up to that pitcli, 
beyond which it could no longer be restrained. And accordingly drawing 
their swords, and pointing their spears, they rushed impetuously tf» the 
combat, which was supported on all sides with extraordinary fierceness and 
animosity. Alarmed by the horrors with which she beheld herself sur- 
rounded, Ayaishah, at last overcome by her apprehensions, in treated 
Kaaub the son ofSofir, who led her camel, to throw himself between the 
contending armies, and by an appeal to th^ sacred rode of their common 
religion, endeavour to suspend the effusion of blood. Unfortunately for 
himself, Kaaub hastened to comply with her intreaties ; but his voice no 
sooner saluted the ears of Malek Ashtiir, than, apprehensive lest the 
generous spirit of Ally might be imposed upon by the artifices of the 
enemy, to consent to a suspension of hostilities, that chief determined to 
silence him forever, and accordingly put him to death. In the heat of the 
action, Aumer Yausser was encountered byZobair ; but the latter, though 
he perceived an opportunity of striking a mortal blow, suddenly recctllccting^ 
a prediction of the prophet, ** that Aumer should die by the hand of a 
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febel/’ restrained hisarro» and withdrew to another part of the field. And A.HJCXXVl. 
we now find it relatf d» that Zubair no sooner ascertained that this venerable A. p. 656. 
personage fought under the standard of Ally, than he took bis final resolu- Rouzut 
tion to abandon the cause of the insurgents ; having heard Mahommed asiuffiti;. 
declare, that truth and justice would ever be found on the side of 
A inner.” 

However this may have been, after fluctuating for soma time in hi 9 
resolution, Zobair at last totally quitted the scene of slaughter^ and tooW 
the road towards Hejau2. In his way, he was nec^arily to pass through 
that part of the adjoining desert, which Ehniftheson of Keysshad chosen^ 
for his encampment. As he was, in all probability, intently watching the 
appioaoh from the held of battle^ the son of Keyss perceived .andrecog- 
nized him at a considerable distance, and one of his followers was imme- 
diately desired to ride after him, and obtain some intelligence of the posture^ 
of affairs with the armies. Amrh the son of .Termhz, which was the namn 
of the person employed to procure this .necessary information, overtook 
Zobair about the hour of meridian prayer; and saluting liim by his name» 
desired to know how matters stood with the troops of Ally and Ayaishah 
when he quitted the field. Zobair told him in reply, that when he left 
thorn, the armies were engaging with the utmost fury ; but he evaded the 
quostioii which followed, as to the reasons which induced him to retire 
from the conflict. They continued riding side by side for some little time 
longer, when Zobair intimated that, as it was about the hour, he was desir- 
ous of discharging the stated duties of his religion, and demanded, as on 
his part he should without scruple pledge himself to forbear from any 
hostile attempt, whether he might consider the assurance to be mutual. 

Anirfi replied In the affirmative. Nevertheless, while Zobair was engaged 
in his prostrations, the perfidious ruffian seized his opportunity, and with a 
single stroke of his scimitar, dispatched him. Then stripping him of his 
armour, he took possession of his horse and sword, and conveyed the whole ' 
to the camp of Ally. Such, at the age of fifty-seven, was the fate of 
Zobair; to which it may benecessary to add, that being the son of SafiTciah 
the daughter of AbduJmbtleb, be was of course the couzin german both of 
Ally and of the prophet, of the latter of whom he is said to have been the 
inseparable companion in all his battles; and according to the Sfiiitiies, he 
was the first wlio drew bis sword agaiust infidels, in support of the doctrine^ 
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A.H.XXXVI. ofhis patron. Tho murderer experienced however from Ally a very differ* 
A. D. 656. ent reception from that wjiich he bad probably taught himself te expect, 
llouzut For when the arms of Zobair were presented to him, that prince no sooner 
iusuft'&. recognized the scimitar of his unfortunate rival, than he greeted the 
destroyer of the son of Saffeiah with the hopeful prospect of a compensa- 
tion in reserve for him in the region of everlasting punishment. (3n which, 
in the bitterness of disappointment, Amrh reproached the Khalif as the 
curse of his country •; since the most zealous in his cause, and the must 
determined in hostility, seemed equally destined to the remuneration of 
eternal misery ; and having thus given vent to his indignation, he imme- 
■diately quitted his presence, and ran upon the point of his own sword. 

In the mean time, becoming appriz^ that his associate had withdrawn 
from the field of battle, Telhah too clearly evinced a disposition to follow 
his example; which attracting the attention of Merwaun, (whose presence 
in the action, is now for the first time announced to us) and awakening in 
his bosom that spirit of revenge for the part which he bore in the conspi- 
racy against Othman, he embraced the opportunity for which he had long 
watched, to give it gratification, and with the point of an arrow pierced 
his leg, and fixed it to the stirrup leather. Fainting with the loss of blood, 
and incapable of preserving his scat on horseback, Telhah called upon one 
of his attendants to mount behind and support him in his arms ; in which 
position, perceiving that his strength was rapidly on the decline, he desired 
that he might be conveyed to the city, declaring his .conviction that the 
wound was mortal. He became, however, so faint and exhausted with 
pain and loss of blood, before he could reach Bassorah, that the slave was 
compelled to take him from his horse, and lay him down among the ruins 
of an old building. In this condition he appeared aware of his approach- 
ing dissolution, and a horseman who passed along the road, attracting his 
observation, he requested that he might be called to him. The stranger 
proved to be one of Ally's adherents. On which the expiring chief desired 
that he would stretch out his hand while he renewed his pledge of allegi- 
ance to that acknowledged lord of all true believers; and this being com- 
plied with, the soul of Telhah instantly took wing to the mansions of 
eternal rest. This circumstance was subsequently, by the soldier, com- 
municated to Ally, who affirmed, that without such a final proof of repent- 
ant submission, the Almighty was unwilling to receive the'soui of Telhah 
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tnfo paradistf. He fell at the age of sixty-two ; had embraced laal&m at A.H.XXXTL 
twenty-three, and was couzin to the Khalif AhA Bukker. Hia son. A* P. Sag, 
Mahommed was also among the slain in this celebrated battle. Roiimt 

Having so far digressed, in some measure, from the main subject of hii uinilOL 
narrative, the historian returns to that period of the action, in which 
Kaaub the son of SoOr is noticed to have fallen by the hand of Matek Ashtur » 
when the tribes of Beiauziah and £zd closely encircling the camej of 
Ayaishah, with undaunted firmness opposed themselves to her assailants. 

The invincible resolution exhibited in the detneanor of this determined 
band, did not long escape the observation of Ally ; and he accordingly directed 
Auddy the son of Hautem, and Aumet Yausser, to unite With Malek 
Ashtur in an exertion to destroy them. On the other hand, Amrfi the 
ion of Yathreby, whose station was on the right of the troops of Ayaishah, 
perceiving the movement which "thus menaced the centre, called out t6 
the soldiers who followed his standard, that these were the murderers of 
Oihman, and that a noble opportunity of revenge was kiow before them. 

Having readily assented to obey his directions, he placed himself at their 
head, and gallantly led them to the charge. The sword of Aumar Yausser, 
however, soon finished the career of Amrfi. The fury of the battle seemed 
to be now concentrated round the camel of Ayaishah ; w'hose howdedjeor 
canopied litter, pierced in every part by innumerable arrows, exhibited, 
according to our anthor, the bristly appearance of the porcupine’s back. 

The reins of her cornel were alternately held by the Median Arabs, reciting 
or chanting pieces of poetry; and it is asserted, that of the Benni Beiauz- 
iah alone, not less than two hundred and eighty lost a hand on this 
occasion. The contest was still maintained with indescribable obstinacy, 
and, as a proof that the prowess of Ally himself had ample scope for exer- 
tion, we are told, that his celebrated two edged sword, zfilfekkaur, was 
bent with repeated use. Neither are the names of other gallant chiefs 
passed unrecorded, who fought and bled on this memorable day. Among 
these, the brave and faithful Malek Ashtur is entitled to distingnished 
pre-eminence : perceiving Abdullah Zobair holding the reins of Ayaishah’s 
camel, tins intrepid soldier rushed upon him and threw him to the earth ; 
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A.H.XXXVI. but Abdullah at the flAine time forcibly grappling* with him, and calling 
A. D. (iso', out to his associaies, ** that Malck was about to put him to death,’’ he 
llouzut was com pclicd to forego his advantage and consult his own safety; ever 
lusuii'a. afterwards, ascribing his deliverance from almost certain death, to the omis- 
sion of the surname of ‘^Ashtur,” by which he would have been more iin^ 
mediately recognized by the enemy, who crouded to the rescue of their 
leader. 

The day had now attained the hour of noon, when Ally, convinced from 
observation that so long as the camel continued to exhibit a rallying point 
to the defenders of Ayaishah, the fate of the battle must remain in suspense, 
signified his desire to Saud the son of U1 Auss, Mahommed the son of Ahlk 
Bukker, Malek Ashtur, and Keyss the son of Saud, that their efforts might 
be directed todispersc those who.suriounded, and tobring down the animal. 
After repeated and desperate assaults, iMalek Ashtur succeeded at length 
ill forcing a passage, and immediately struck off one of the canieFs legs. 
The animal pieserved its posture, notwithstanding, erect and unmoved. 
Another leg was struck off equally without effect, and Malek Ashtur, 
under an impression of astonishment and awe, was hesitating whether he 
should proceed, when Ally drew near and called out to him to strike 
boldly, though the noble animal might appear to be under the care of a 
supernatural agency. Thus stimulated, Malek smote the third leg, and 
the camel immediately sunk to the earth. It is at the same time observed 
that this exploit has been ascribed by Ab6 Haneifah of Daiiioilr to Ayss 
the son of Sayeibab, a noted citizen of Kufah. At any rate, the litter of 
Ayaishah being thus brought to the ground, Mahommed the son of Ab(^ 
Bukker w'as directed by Ally to take charge of his sister, and protect her 
from being injured by the missiles which still flew from all quarters. 
The sou of Abft Hukker drew near accordingly, but introducing his hand 
into the houdedje or litter, and happening to touch that of Ayaishah, she 
proceeded to load him with abuse and execration, demanding what 
repnibate had presumed to stretch his hand where none but the prophet’s 
bad hitherto been permitted to intrude ? Mahommed replied, that thr)Ugh 
ber nearest in blood, it was her bitterest enemy. Recognizing, however, 
the well known accents of her bruiber, the apprehensious ot Ayaishah 
frere speedily dispelled* 
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The conflict nowcea#ed ; and Ally perceiving that fortune had decidedly A.H.XXXVI, 
' declared in his favor, the. first'object of his attention was to remove Ayaishah 
from the field of battle to the h(»uae of Saffeiah, the widow of Abdullah Rouzut 
the son of Kholf ul Khozz&ey, one of those who had fallen in a personal 
•contest with himself in the course of the day. His next care was to with* 
hold his followers fioui pursuing the fugitives and to protect.lhc wounded 
from further injury. It was then proclaimed that those who laid aside 
their arms, and retired to their houses, should be safe from molestation ; 
and finally, that all property captured from the insurgents, arms and 
horses excepted, should be delivered up and lestored to the proprietors. 

Some one among his adherents objecting to the inconsistency of that sjiecies 
of forbearance, which affected to spare the property while the blood of the 
vanquished was so liberally sported with ; and further alleging, that, as in- 
fidels, they had forfeited all claim /o such an exemption from the laws of 
war; Ally denied that they were to be considered as infidels, that they 
had rattier sought to escape from infidelity, however mistaken in the means. 

It was then dem.mded, if they were not atheists, and to this he replied, 
that be believed the name of God to be but seldom invoked by the lips of 
an atheist. And being lastly required to declare by what character those 
men were to be most properly designated, against whom he had so recently 
called upon them to take up their arms, he said they were to be consi- 
dered as misguided brethren, unhappily se'duced into rebellion. But as a 
conclusive argument, he desired the person who had thus presumed to 
call his conduct in question, to explain upon what principle of law or 
decorum it would be justifi tbie to include in the list of bond women, the 
condition to which all rapt ves from a common enemy were iiidiscrimj- 
naii Iv condemned, that person whom they had all agreed to distinguish 
i)y the title of** Mother of the faithful.’* This appears to have silenced 
every cavil, by awakening the more generous spirit of compassion for the 
tiiiforiiiiiate. 

The battle of the camel is stated, according to tlie generality of histor- 
ians, to have been fought in the second month of Jummandi,* of the year 
thirty-six; and the number of the slain, as far as these statements are to be 

* Corresponding to month of Decemberf A. D. 65 $, 

SG 2 


1 



338 

A.H.XXXVI. relied upon, amounted on the side of Ally to three thousand, and on that 
A. D. 6'5G. of the insurgents to seven thousand men. Among the chiefs who fell into 
Rouzut the hands of the victors, not the least distinguished, was the obnoxious 
UHuifS. Merwaun, and with him two sons of the Khalif Otbman, Aiiird and S&eid, 
and AmrOi the son of Saeid ul Au«s ; all of whom, if the importunities of 
Aumar Yausser had been attended to. Ally would have immediately 
condemned to death. An act of sanguinary vengeance, from the stain of 
which, however repugnant it proved to the future interests of his cause, 
this Khalif preserved his reputation unblemished ; declaring, that he could 
never prevail upon himself to devote to perish by the sword those, who 
though become his prist ners, respected the same Kebl ah, especially when 
impressed with a sense of contrition fur their errors, He further predicted 
to Merwaun, when brought before him, the accession of his children to the 
supreme authority, and the calamities which they were destined to bring 
upon the religion of Mahommed, All which waa afterwards too truly 
accomplished in the persons of Abdulmelek and SOliman. Having allowed 
himself a short respite after the toils and anxieties of the field of battle, 
Ally now entered Bassorah ; and proceeding to the principal mosque, there, 
publicly offered up his grateful praise to the pure source of ail power, after 
which he did not, however, forbear to expatiate with considerable severity 
of censure on the recent folly of the ciiizens of that place. 

At the expiration of a reasoiuible interval, Ally, communicated by Abdul, 
]qh Abbas first, and subsequently by Malek Ashtur to Ayaishali, his 
desire that she would prepare for her journey to Mcdeinah ; which jiro- 
diicing, however, no other effect than mutual reproach and recrimination 
between the parties, and this being a point from which, for sundry reasons, 
he found it impossible to recede, he repaired in person to the palace of the 
Benn* llMeb, where she residofl. Here he was condemned to encounter 
the bitterest reproaches from the sorrowing relict of Abdullah the sou of 
Kholf, formerly alluded to ; who addressing him as the murderer of the 
prophet's friends, ardently supplicated that God Almighty would make his 
children fatherless, in the same degree as her’s had been rendered so by 
his means. The Khalif made her no other reply, than that if he justly 
merited the epithet which this lady had thought fit to apply to him, the 
inmates of that house, pointing to one in which Abdullah Zobuir and utberiu 
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of the wounded in the late battle lay concealed, would not have been an long A.H.XXXVti 

suffered to survive their defeat. Then passing to the apartment (»f Ayaish- A. p. 656. 

ah, he required as a proof that her repentance was sincere, that she would Rouaut 

immediately prepare for her departure ; an alternative against which, he 

assured her there was no remedy, as his determination was governed by 

a prediction of her husband’s, by whom he had been instructed when trium* 

pliant in the war excited against him byoneof his wives, to send her home; 

that home was Medeinah, But whatever were the arguments of 

which he availed himself, or whatever the reluctance of Ayaishah to com* 

ply with his demands, she thought fit at last to consent to the journey, her 

brother Mahomined being selected as the properest person to conduct her. 

A retinue, composed of some of the women of Bassorah, apparelled as men, 
by direction of Ally, formed a part of the escort, particularly employed in 
attending her person. This circumstance, as the reality continued during 
the Journey to be withheld from her, afforded a constant subject of com- 
plaint ; until on her arrival at Medeinah, she discovered the delicacy of the 
imposture, when she became ns liberal in her acknowledgements, as she 
had before shewn herself in her reproaches. 

With respect to the motives by which Ayaishah was actuated in her 
hostility towards Ally on this and other o<*ca8ions, it would be unnecessary, 
wMth our author, to enter into circumstantial detail. It will be sufficient 
to remark, that by the Klialif himself, when interrogated on this subject, 
her conduct was ascribed principally to that unappeasable jealousy, with 
which she had ever beheld the aficctionate and intimate intercourse, which 
had subsisted, from the earliest period to the last moment of existence 
betwixt him and her husband; as well as the decided preference with 
which on every occasion, he seemed studious to distinguish him above all 
bis assoefates, not excepting bis father in law, the just and virtuous Abh 
Bukkor. But there was one striking circumstance among those which he 
enumerated, sufiicieut, without exploring for other motives, to produce in 
the breast of a female, less vindictive than Ayaishah, a considerable 
eccuinulutiuii of animosity and aversion. When on a certain memorable 
occasion,* she had fallen notoriously under the jealous suspicious of the 
prophet on one of his expeditions, and be appeared irresolute as to the 
measures he was to pursue. Ally declared without reserve, that if be 

V Yi4« Sale’s Kjr&n, Vol. JU. page 188 and following, In the note* 
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A.H.XXXVI. entertainrd the slightest doubts as to her fidelity, there were womet 
A D.t)56. enough in the world to substitute in her place. In short he advised hiia 
Roum to separate from her. When, on the other hand, after admitting a variety 

IUIUA&. of circumstances which entitled Aliy to the highest distinction among 
Mussulmans, some of those circumstances not the most delicate in the 
world, her followers very naturally demanded of A\ai8hah what tht'ii had 
impelled her to espouse the cause of his enemies? She burst into tears, 
and ascribed her behaviour to that inscrutable destiny, by which ail human 
actions are irresistibly influenced to right and wrong. Tliat she was since 
• perfectly sensible of lier errors, and that she had now with unfeigned peni- 

tence, submitted to the justice of an offended God. Neither was her con- 
cern in the war of the camel, if these accoiiiiis are to be relied on, ever 
afterwards spoken of by Ayaishab, without the most sincere and unaffected 
regret. 

The reduction of Rassorab and its dependencies, being now complcated, 
the government of that province was conterred by Ally upon his faithful 
kinsman Abdullah Abbas ; at the same lime, in consideration of his singu- 
lar talents, and exquisite skill in penmanship^ Zeiaiid the son of Seminciab, 
better known under tlie succeeding authority of Mauweiah, by the name 
ofZeiaud ben Omraeyah, was appointed to execute the fmiciions of that 
government, as the deputy of Abdullah. On a former orcasmn, it will be 
recollected, that the province of Yemen had already beem bestowed upon 
Abdullah Abbas; Malek Ashtur could therefore not forbear expressing a 
sentiment of disgust and disappointment, that the labours of the sword 
should be his only lot, while distinction and honors were reserved for the 
sons of Abbas. For this apparent neglect, Malek, under an impulse of 
sudden resentment, quitted the arm} ; while, on the other hand, appre- 
hensive, that in his present disposition of mind, he might proceed to 
excite commotion, and detach the people of the country from their yet 
precarious allegiance, the Khalifset off with the utmost expedition, for the 
purposeof avertingfrom hiscause,the irreparable injury which it was likely to 
sustain from t he defection of lli ie in trepidc:iieftain. Havirigfortuuatelyover- 
taken, he condescended by the must flattering explanations to convince him 
^ that the most cogent and important reasons could alone have operated to pro- 
duce his exclusion from the recent nomination to provincial governmeutsv 
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that theadvantflgeof his personal services could not be dispensed with h) that A.RXXXVT* 

arduous cnterprize, which he had in immediate contemplation, against the A.p.656. 

h.iiighty Mauweiah, and the abettors of his ambitious projects in Syria ; Bouznt 

and for this, he accordingly offered to invest him on the spot with the chief ussufik. 

and exclusive command of the army ; with the entire confidence, by the 

aid of those talents and exertions, of which he had experienced such 

repeated proofs, of bringing the affairs of his empire to the most speedy 

and prosperous issue. Easily won over by these assurances, Malek A»h- 

tur as readily apologized for his abrupt departure, and having been thiis 

entirely reconciled to his patron, he accompanied him to the city of 

Kiifah ; fV»r which, as the future metropolis of his government. Ally had 

already left Rassorah on the fifteenth of iiudjub,* having long since deter- 

mined never more to revisit Medeinah. 

* 6th of Januaiy, A. D. 
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CHAP. Vll. 

^EFORE we enter more immediately into the subject of the war againsi 
Mauweiahy it becomes necessary to pursue the course of the narrative 
in describing some of the methods put in practice by that artful prince, in 
order to enlarge the circle of his power; already rendered formidable by an 
authority long since uncontrouled in Syria, and by the character and 
influence of many distinguished individuals, whom the circumstances of the 
death ofOthman had either attached to his cause, or placed under his pro« 
tection. It would appear, that when Obeidullah the son of Sand Siirnidje 
quitted Egypt, in order to defend the person of his sovereign, while 
besieged in his palace at Medeinahi the government of his province seems 
to have devolved on Mahomnied the son of Abfi Khoxzeifah ; the latter one 
^of the martyrs in the war against Mosseylcmah. It will also be recollectedi 
that on his accession to the Khelaufut, the government of Egypt had been 
conferred by Ally on Keyss the sonofSaud Ebbaudah ; and it remains instate, 
that previous to the arrival of this latter to take possession, Amrh Auss had 
been employed by Mauweiah, either to seduce or circumvent the son of 
Ahh Khrnszeil'ah ; whose person, at a conference, near Cairo, to which, 
under the must friendly pretext he had been invited, he treacherously 
seized upon, and immediately conveyed into Syria. Here he continued 
for some tune a prisoner in irons $ but the consort of Mauweiah, being, as 
it happened an uncle’s daughter, he received from her, concealed in a ser- 
vice of victuals, a file, with which he removed his fetters, and succeeded in 
eflecting his escape. This proved, however, the means of hastening his 
death ; for being shortly afterwards pursued, and discovered iit a cave to 
which he had fled for shelter, he was immediately put to the sword by the 
officers of Mauweiah, lost the same influence of consanguinity might again 
operate to rescue him from his fate. 
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On taking possession of his government, a consideration of present exi-* A.H.XXXVF. 
’ gencies had, it seemed, prevailed with Keyss, to acquiesce in the partial A. D*6a7. 
submission only of a powerful body of the nobles of the province, who, Rouzut 

while they readily agreed to the payment of the usual contributions, vssuffA 

expressly withheld their final acknowledgement of the authority of Ally, 
until such time, as he should have brought to justice the authors of the 
death of Othman. And in this imperfect state of obedience the govern- 
ment of Egypt continued, when the expedition against the insurgents at 
Bassorah was brought to a successful termination. It became, however, 
to Mauwciah a matter of serious embarrassment, when he reflected, that 
while the enterprising spirit of Ally was to be opposed on thd side of the 
Euphrates, he must be no less on his guard against the designs of Keyss 
from the westward. He therefore determined to try the effect of those 
talents for intrigue, which formed indeed his highest qualification, in 
seducing the governor of Egypt from his fidelity ; not reflecting, subjoins 
our author, that the truly brave and good must ever be proof against the 
shallow arts of cunning and fraud. At a very early period, however, Mau- 
weiah, with these views, transmitted letters to Keyss, in which, after stig- 
matizing the guilt of those, to whose cruelty and injustice the virtuous 
and inofl'eusivc Othniaii had fallen a victim, and in which*he maintained 
that Ally had so deeply and notoriously participated, he professed there 
was nothing lie move anxiously desired than that the son ofSaud, who had 
also too much to accuse himscifof with respect to this nefarious transaction, 
should at last return to a full sense of its atrocity, and unite with him in 
the prosecution of a just vengeance against the perpetrators. But lest he 
might be led to suppose that he looked for his support without the most 
ample and lilieral compensation. He now freely offered him not only 
every thing that ccaikl satisfy the views of present ambition, but for the 
future, when success should have crowned their wishes, the splendid and ' 
lucrative government of Arabian and Persian Irak. 

To these insidious proposals, Keyss appears to have cautiously replied, 
that the being from whom no secrets are hidden could witness, that as far 
as he was himself concerned, he had never in any shape, cither abetted 
tlte adversaries, or assented to the death of Othman ; neither was he pos<« 
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4.HtXXXVl. iessed of any knowledge that Ally could be Justly accused of any shape In 
A. D. <i57. stimulating the people to that melancholy transaction. At all events, the 
Rouzut on which he seemed so desirous k'i obtaining his concurrence, 

iMiutfa. was of too serious importance to be determined* upon, without very 
mature reflection. In the mean time, he might rest assured, that nothings 
should he attempted on his part, obnoxious to the views of Mauweiah. 
From this answer the latter was at no loss to perceive that he was temporiz<« 
ingi^ and he accordingly sent to acquaint the governor of Egypt, that he 
should not be the dupe of his arti&ces ; and that without further procrasti'* 
nation, he must declare himself either Ins friend or his enenoy. Upon this, 
Keyss, conceiving it no longer necessary to withhold himself from avowing 
the genuine s<3ntiments of hismind, without further reserve expressed his 
surprise and astonishment, that Mauweiah should ever have entertained 
an expectafipn so absurd, as that he should on any consideration be induced 
to declare himself against those just and superior pretensions to the sover* 
cign authority, which, not less from transcendent merit, than consanguU 
nity, resided in the person Ahy ; and the more particularly, when such a 
declaration should be solicited in favor of a man whose character in every 
point of view stood exactly the reverse. Heaven therefore forbid that 
ever he should pngage in rebellion against a person so august, or associate 
himself in a confederacy so truly diabolical as that which he bad the pre^* 
sumption, to propose. 

Thus foiled in his attempt to corrupt the fidelity of Keyss, Mauweiah 
now changed his plan of attack, which he next directed in order to accom-. 
plish an interruption in the confidence which had hitherto subsisted 
between him and his acknowledged sovereign; in which, heat length too 
well succeeded. To attain this point, he took frequent occasion to mention 
in the presence of his court, that however in his public communications, 
the governor of Egypt might boast of his attachment to the son of Abh« 
tauleb, he had in private given him the most friendly and zealous assurances. 
But as a further proof, he should, only direct their attention to the conduct 
which he pursued towards Buyeazid the son of Haureth, aud the othef 
chiefs of his province, who still openly withheld their all^iance from Ally: 
but whom he continued, notwithstanding, to treat with kindness and 
moderation. He then produced a letter, from which he pretended to read 
an assurance on the part of Keyss, that when the period of hostilities 
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^ should arrivet he would be the firit to join him against all hia .enemies.*^ A.H.XXXtr» 
’ These, and other discourses of a similar tendency, were industriously con » D» « 
veyed to Khfah, and ultimately created in the mind of Aliyi some suspicion Rousut 

that the lieutenant of Egypt held an improper correspondence with his umuA* 
adversaries ; which he communicated to Mahommed the son of Abik 
Bukker and his nephew Abdullah JaufTer. These resolved on deliberation, 
that if he could no longer look with confidence to the fidelity of Keyss, it 
would be prudent to supersede him ; but before he proceeded to such 
an extremity, they recommended it as advisable, to adopt some expedient 
of bringing his obedience to.the test; and for this purpose, nothing appeared 
to rhein better calculated than an order to enforce the immediate submis* 
siun of the seceding nobles ; and in case of obstinacy, to put them to the 
Sword. If he conducted himself with prompt obedience, it would be very 
well : if, on the contrary, be attempted to procrastinate, there was noth* 
ing to prevent his relieving himself from any apprehensions which he might 
have entertained on the subject, by sending some other person to take 
charge of the government. 

To this plan, the Khalif subscribed his approbation, and the necessary 
orders, in ciincurrence, were immediately dispatched to the son of Sand. 

The lieutenant of Egypt represented, in reply, the difficulty and danger of 
carrying such orders into execution at the present crisis, when the strength 
and influence of the party wore so manifestly superior, and their adherents 
in the pnxviiice so very numerous. He suggested the further impossibility 
of attending in the smallest degree to any other object, if his hands were 
once embairassed with an undertaking so hazardous; and he concluded by 
reconiineiiduig a continuance of the temporizing measures which bad 
hitherto been so successfully pursued: and that the friends of Othinan 
should be siiflercd to remain without molestation, until a favorable oppor- 
tunity should arrive for making use of effectual coercion. Unhappily, this 
recommendation, however apparently dictated by circumstaiices of sound 
policy and personal information, had an immediate tendency to confirm 
the suspicions, which had already.made too deep an impression on the mind 
of Aliy ; and he was therefore the more easily prevailed upon by tbecouii- 
«cls of bis nephew Abdullah^ or Mahommed Jaufler, to transfer the govetl^*' 
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A.H.XXXVI. ment of Egypt to Mahommed the son of AbA Bukker ; who was, it serms^ 
A. D. ()57. a brother by the same mother of Abdullah .lander’s. 1 his measure was 
llou^sut accordingly earned into immediate effect, and the superseded chief was 
lusufl'j. constraiiied to return to Medeinah, loaded with grief and mortification. 
In this state of mind, Hussaun the son ofThaubel, who at the same period 
laboured under some trivial circumstance of discontent with Ally, 
conceived he might venture to assail Keyss with reproaches, for the active 
part which he accused him of having borne, in the conspiracy against the 
late Khalif ; and for which, he averred that his |)resent treatment was not 
more fhan the retribution which he justly deserved. Thesi; reproaches^ 
the degraded lieutenant retorted with indignation and contempt, charging 
the bearer of them, blind as he called him in heart, as well us eyes, to quit 
his presence without delay, for there was nothing but the consideration of 
that bloodshed which would be the consecjucnce betwixt their respective 
tribes, to prevent him on the spot from relieving his shoulders from 
their burden. lu a similar strain, the irritated feelings of Keysa 
were attacked by Merwaun ; with an elTect, however, more decidedly 
unfavourable to the cause which he intendetl to serve, since it determined 
him to an immediate reconciliation with Ally, whose banners he accord- 
ingly followed to the plains of Seflein ; tlic imprudent zi al of Mcrwauu 
on this occasion, giving so much uneasiness to Maiivveiah, that he subse- 
quently declared, in terms of infinite disapprobation, that had he sent an 
army of one hundred thousand men to join the standard of his adversary, he 
would have done his cause a much slighter injury than it must now sustain 
from the reconciliation thus precipitated with Keyss. 

It appears however, that when Mahommed the son of Abu Bukker had 
jimniulgated his letters patent, and seated himself in the government of 
Elgypi, he proceeded, as if in direct contempt of the example of his pre- 
decessor, to offer to the party professing themselves to be the friends of 
Othmnn, the choice of two alternatives; eitlier to acknowledge the author- 
ity of Ally without further delay, or quit the province. But as they 
resorted to the former pretext of being suffered to suspend their fealty* 
until affairs should be finally determined, the son of Ahu Bukker refused 
to accede, and immediately detached one of his principal commanders with 
such a force as he thought sufficient to compel their submission. They 
made however a brave and resolute defence, and repulsed the officer with 


\ 


V 



287 

dia^race and loss. A second detachment was marched against thenii and A.H.XXXYL' 
Experienced a similar discomfiture. The lieutenant of Egypt now con- A. D. 637. 
ceived it expedient, before matters were precipitated to more pernicious Rouzut 
extremities, to report the recent failures to his sovereign ; and Ally per- usiuffA# 
ceiving that he must for the present consent to dissemble with his enetftiest 
instructed the son of Abh Hukkcr to give them no further molestation ; 
until time should furnish an opportunity of acting against them with a 
better assurance of success. Thus rendered sensible by experience of the 
impolicy of immediate coercion, Ally became aware of the prudent fore- 
sight which appeared to govern the conduct of Keyss, and of the insidious 
arts by which he had been too easily led to incur the odious imputation of 
having re(|uited with disgrace, the services of a faithful minister ; and 
he therefore omitted no testimonies to convince him of the sincerity of 
Ills concern, for having consented to- the unjust supersession. At a sub- 
sc(pienl period it will he seen, that Mauweiah, when his authority over 
the Syrians had been confirmed by the inauspicious compromise of arbi^ 
tration, found means to employ a sufficient force in Egypt, to cfiect the 
destruction of the son of Ahu Bnkker, and subvert the authority of his 
rival. 

In the preceding pages it hath been already noticed, that, upon the 
death of Othinaii, when Ally heeamo possessed of the throne of Mahotn- 
mod’s successors, many of the citizens of Medeinah on a suspicion, either 
real oralTected, that he was deeply implicated in the murder of the third 
of the Khalifs, withdrew into Syria ; where, on their arrival, they exerted 
every argument to awaken a spirit of revenge and hostility in Mauweiah, 
and the denizens of that part of the empire. To this, the bosom of Mau- 
weiab was already siiflicicntly predisposed, from a conviction that no rea- 
soiialde accommodation could possibly lake place between him and Ally ; 
he had therefore the less scruple in immediately and openly declaring 
against the authority of that prince. In the mean time his attention wa^ 
iinremiltingly ap[)lied to associate the people of Damascus in his treason- 
able designs against their h'gitimate sovereign. One of those expedients, 
to which he had recourse in order to effect his purpose, was to exhibit 
every Friday to the people assembled for divine worship at the principal 
mosc|uc, the mutilated hand of Naylah, and the blood stained robes of her 
husband, as Uie detested proofs of Ally’s sanguinary machinations. AU 



338 

AJItXXXVT. 1 ^’liich opprAtcd lo powerfuHy upon the indignmit paisions of the Syrian 
A* l>. 697. warriors, that they aulemnly aldiirecl the use of the cooling springs and the* 
"^Roiizut indulgence of soft repose, until they had avenged the blood of the unoffend« 
Miulfa. ing Oihman. About the same period, AinrO Anss iiiid quitted his retreat 
ill Palestine, and repaired to Damascus t and conceiving that the device was 
capable of being turned to much greater advantage, intimated to Mauweiah 
that he judged ill in exposing these objects too frequently to the public eye* 
That the robes ofOthman and the hand ofNa^lali instead of being rendered 
cheap by constant exposure, should be reserved for exhibition on the m-ist 
solemn occasions only ; and particularly for the day of battle, when they 
were calculated to produce the most violent effect on the minds of the 
soldiery. Of this hint Mauweiah readily availed himself ; the sacred 
reliqius being accordingly deposited in a place of security until one t)f 
thoss occasions should occur, on which it might be useful to exhibit tliein 
t > view. 

Of the motives by which Amr6 was actuated, in espousing the cause of 
the friends of Othman, notwithstanding the recent injuries which he had 
experienced from the party, it is observed by way of explanation, that when 
the commotions which preceded and produced the death of the late Kha- 
lifat Medeiiiah were at their height, that ciiieftain very prudently retired 
into Palestine ; where he continued until affairs had terminated in the 
accession of Ally. During his residence in Palestine, he is said to have 
consulted one of the natives of the country, who, according to the absurd 
prejudices of those and other times, professed to penetrate into the events 
of futurity, as to the fate of Othman, which he predicted as it was likely 
to ensue. He further foretold that he should he succeeded by a person 
whose virtues would be without parallel to the end of time, but who should 
notwithstanding, he cut off by treason, before he should be able to aecom- 
plish the extension of his authority to every part of the empire ; and that 
the sovereign power would then devolve on him who now exercised the 
functions of government in Syria, alluding of course to Mauweiah. When 
part of this prediction was fulfilled in the death of Othman, Amrfi advised 
with his sons Abdullah and Mahommed, the one distinguished for his 
unsullied virtue, and the other for his undaunted valour, by both of whom 
he had been accompanied into retirement, whether their interests would 
be best prumuted by hastening to the service of Aliy at Medeiuah, or to 
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join the ftandard of his opponent at Damascus. They declared, without A.H.XXXyf» 
hesitation in favour of Ally, whose superior claims, both in point of descent A. D. 6sr. 
and personal merit, were, they conceived, sufficiently conspicuous to direct Rouzut 
his choice. After some deliberation, Amri^ proceeded to remark, that eniifflL 
Ally had, without dispute, the advantage of all his cotemporaries, in as 
much as it must be acknowledged he surpassed them all in splendour of 
talent, and every generous and manly virtue. But there was one reflec<* 
tiou which he found it impossible to disregard, in forming his judgment 
on the occasion. This was, that dazzled by the lustre of his own consci* 

DUS superiority, Ally seldom condescended to avail himself of the abilities 
pf other men. It was therefore not difficult to conceive, that, however 
unremitting in their exertions, to whatever dangers they might be exposed 
in encountering his adversaries, or to whatever sacrifices they might sub- 
mit in associating with his friends, the attainment of any object of fair and 
honorable ambition on their part, would continue as remote as ever. To 
this Abdullah rejoined, that the decision of courde rested with himself; but 
with him there was no question, that an adherence to the cause of Ally led 
to the attainment of eternal happiness, while an alliance with Mauweiab 
must finally terminate in error and disappointment. 

Rejecting the salutary counsels of his sons, Amrfi was determined by the 
bias of his own unprincipled ambition, to which he was probably further 
impelled by a superstitious reliance on the predictions recently adverted 
to : and in pursuance of such resolution, he proceeded immediately to 
Damascus ; where, after encountering some further expostulation on the 
part of his family, he was received on his arrival by Mauweiab, who rejoiced 
in this accession of influence, with distinguished respect. His two sons 
he had compelled by an exertion of paternal authority ta accompany him,, 
although nothing could prevail upon Abdullah in particular to reconcile 
himself to the cause which his father bad espoused ; he even contemptu- 
ously rejected the presents of Mauweiab, with a stern message to remind 
him, that he was but little autboriged to display his liberality at the expence* 
of the indigent disciples of isslliai, over whose property he possessed no 
right of disposal. 

Subsequent to the death of Othman, the province of Jezzeirab, or Upper 
Mesopotamia, comprehending several cities then of considerable strength 
nnd opulence, bad, either through the influence of his power or intrigues, 
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^•HiXXXVJi lubmltted to the authority of Mauweiuh, Before Ally could, thereforei 
A. D* 657t prudently proceed on the enterprize, which he meditated against the Syrian 
Rouzut territory, it became necessary that he should adopt some means of securing 
himself against any diversion in the former quarter. The zealous and faiths 
ful Malek Ashtur was the person whom he now selected to preside overt 
and expel the troops of his opponent from that country. The prefecture 
of Harran, the principal town, was held at this period, under Maiiweiah, 
by Zohauk the son of Keyss, the Kohrian ; and this chieftain, on intelli- 
gence of the approach of Malek Ashtur, dispatched for aid to the inhabi- 
tants of llakkah, a neighbouring city not far from the Euphrates; and 
having received from thence a reinforcement of choice troops, he marched 
out of iJarran to give battle to the invader, lie was, however, after an 
obstinate conflict, which continued one whole day, entirely defeated, and 
driven for shelter within the walls of the city, which was immediately 
Invested by the conquerors. To raise the siege of 1 farran, Abdurraihman 
Uie son of the celebrated Khaled next advanced at the head of a nuinorons 
force, consigned to his directions by the lieutenant of Syria; but Malek 
Ashtur was no sooner apprized of his approach, than he quitted the siege, 
and hastened to meet him. Another severe conflict ensued, in which 
victory again declared for her favorite Malek Ashtur, who pursued the 
flying enemy until his troops were satiated with slaughter ; when he led 
them straight before Rakkah, to which he now laid siege. 

While Malek Ashtur was engaged in his operations before this latter 
place, Mauweiah, on intelligence of the disaster which had befallen Ah- 
durraihman, resolved to equip a third and more powerful army, of \\hich 
he gave the command to Aimen the son of Kliozzaim, of the tribe of 
Assud ; whom he directed to join Zohaiik the governor of Harran, and with 
united force, after relieving the garrison of Rakkah, to expel the troops of 
Ally in their turn from within the limits of Jezzeirah. Having eflected his 
Junction with Zohauk with apparent facility, the people of the country 
flocked from all quarters to the standard of Aimen ; so that elated hy a 
contemplation of the multitudes hy which they were now surrounded, 
the two generals hastened towards Rakkah, in the entire eonfiiienee of 
victory. The brave and experienced Ashtur, unternfied hy the bruit of 
superior numbers, decamped from before Rakkah, and resolutely led his 
fiquadrons to meet the enemy. After a third most desperate coiiflicU 
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victory still adhered to the standards of Ally, and the Syrians, disgracefully A.H.XXXVI. 
6verthrown, tied in the utmost dismay towards Damascus,, leaving the A. D. 6S7. 
whole country at the discretion of the conqueror, by whom it was pillaged Rouiut " 
and laid waste without mercy, wherever he found that the natives were uiiufhL 
adverse to the authority of his sovereign. These signal successes appear to 
have rendered Malek Ashtur complete master of the territory between the 
Tigris and Euphrates in this quarter ; an event of which he did not fail to 
adopt the speediest means to convey the intelligence to the Khalif at Kdfah. 

The repeated confirmation which had reached this prince, on recent as 
well as former occasions, with respect to the determined hostility of Mau- 
w'eiah, had long since induced him to assemble round his person, all the 
chief members of the community of Issl^m who acknowledged themselves 
in a state of allegiance to his authority. And he now, in presence of a 
general assembly of the people, after, expatiating, with all the eloquence 
which was natural to him, on the dark and malignant falsehoods by which 
the Syrians had been seduced to declare against him, proceeded to describe 
from the letters of Malek Ashtur, the unsuccessful exertions which had 
been made to oppose his authority in Jezzeirah ; and, that not yet suffi- 
ciently admonished by his repeated and disgraceful discomfiturea, the 
ambitious Mauweiah was again assembling the whole force of his province, 
for the express purpose of an immediate and direct attack on the person of 
him whom (hey had chosen for their sovereign. However, lest any means 
should be left unexplored, by which this misguided man might yet be 
brought to reflect on the fatal tendency of his designs, he had it in contem- 
plation, with their concurrence, to address the haughty Mauweiah by 
letter immediately freon himself ; in the hope that he should still be able 
to avert the mischiefs which otherwise impended, by awakening in the 
mind of his antagonist a just compunction for the past unwarrantable hos- 
tilities. This equitable proposal on the part of the Khalif, was received 
with general applause, with an expression of entire confidence in the jus- 
tice and wisdom of his views, and the unanimous assurance of the assembly 
that the dictates of his authority would ever experience from them a spirit 
of obedience, not less dutiful than had been shewn to the ordinances of 
the prophet himself. After some further deliberation, a letter, in the fol- 
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A.H.XXXVI. lowing terms, was accordingly prepared by the pen of Ally. From 
A. D. 067. Ally the servant of God, and commander of the faithful, to Mauweiali 
Kouzut “ the son of his kinsman.* It behoves thee to be apprized, that when the 
vssuflfi. ** two distinguished orders, the coexiles and assistants of the prophet, at 
** Medeinah, had pledged their allegiance to my authority, it became 
equally binding on thee, however absent from the spot, to submit to that 
** authority, since those, who from an impulse entirely voluntary, thus 
united for my elevation, were precisely the same persons that, on former 
“ occasions, decided for the supremacy of my predecessors, Abh Oukker, 
Omar, and Othman : but when it is moreover considered, that even the 
“ body of those present, exclusively of the two distinguished orders just 
** mentioned, were withheld from taking any share in the proceedings, 
much less, could those who were absent be authorized to dispute such 
elevation. With regard to the death of Othman, that is a difficulty not 
** easy to explain 2 those who profess to give information on such a subject, 
are as blind men ; and those who receive it, must consent to be included 
among the deaf. Peradventure, the authors of his destruction were those 
“ by whom his conduct was criminated, and the party who stood forth in 
his defence were doubtless influenced by a generous attachment for the 
person of the unhappy monarch. However, to shorten the argument, 
*Ulie unanimous concurrence of every class of that society, of which, 
although absent, thou art a member, in subscribing to my elevation, should 
“ have taught thee to reflect, that the man who persists in opposing him- 
“ self to power thus lawfully constituted, widely transgresses the siicrcd 
“ boundaries of truth and justice, and stands confessed, tho abettor of his 
“ own detriment and dishonor ; while he, who prudently abstains from 
every proceeding of a tendency to treason and hostility, must be allowed 
to consult his real and substantial welfare. At all events, propriety 
“ demands that on this subject, thou shouldst freely furnish me with the 
conclusions which have prevailed in thy own mind. Farewel.” 
llejauje the sou of Orreiah, the ansaur, the person selected for the 
conveyance of this letter, proceeded without delay to Damascus; and hav- 
ing on his arrival obtained admission to the presence of Mauweiab, appears 

* Accordingly as the original word which is here thus rendered, is written with eithe/ S, 
it may signiiy, mgician, the diivrl, ovrelaUve; the latter has been adopted, as most coi)si$tci;tjl 
in an address, the professed object of which is supposed to be conciliation. 
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to have discharged his trust, if indeed any such objects could have been A.H.XXXVI, 
seriously proposed by the transmission of such a letter, in a manner but A* D. 6’5r. 
ill calculated to promote the purposes of peace and conciliation. In the Rouzut 
course of that conference which took place on the occasion, and probably ussuifl. 
in remarking on the affected zeal expressed by Mauweiah, to avenge the 
death of Othmaii, the envoy of the Khalif could not be restrained from 
demanding with some appearance of justice, and in a tone of reproach, if 
he was not one of those men, whom, in the hour of distress, the murdered 
monarch had implored for aid against the tumultuous factions which sur- 
rounded him ; hut whom, in contempt of every obligation, they basely 
abanrloned to his fate. Enraged at a freedom of speech, perhaps so little 
expected, Mauweiah commanded him to quit his presence and leave 
Damascus immediately ; for after such a specimen of arrogance, he was 
not to indulge himself with the expectation, of being the bearer of either 
letter or message from him ; this was reserved for a servant of his own, 
who should be close upon his footsteps. Hejauje accordingly quitted 
Damascus with some precipitation, and returning to Kilfah, communicated 
to his sovereign the circiimslanccs of what had passed between him and 
the licMiictiant of Syria. 

The determined animosity thus manifested to the world, by the dis- 
mission of Ally’s messenger without a reply, afforded to Wulleid the son 
of Aukkebah, a degiec of malignant satistaction, which he did not pretend 
to di-Jguise ; and he accordingly gave a loose to his long smothered hatred, 
by writing to Mauweiah an epistle, in which he stimulated him by every 
argument of aml)ition and revenge, to prosecute his hostile designs against 
tile rightful successor of the prophet. The countenance which he received 
from this personage, appears to have removed from the mind of Mauweiah 
eviMv remaimiig trace of compunction ; and in the plenitude of the exulta- 
tion, occasioned by this eircuinstaiice, he determined by the method in 
which h(i acknowledged the receipt of the Khalifs letter, to evince the 
utter derision and contempt, in which he held his advances. For this 
purpose, he caused two slips of pAx:hmcnt of* extraordinary length, to be 
joined together, and having folded them up, and sealed them, without 
the insertion cf a single word) he dispatched the curious packet to Kfifali, 
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A.H.XXXVT, with this simple superscription, “ From Mauweiah the son of Abi Soffey.- 
A. D. t)57. “ an, to Ally the son of Abutaiileb,” by a person of the tribe of Aiss, 
Uouzut whom he selected as well for his singular audacity, as uncommon powers 
CbsuHu. of elocution, charging him at the same time with the delivery of a verbal 
message to his competitor. 

The arrival of this man filled thejnhabitants ofK6fah with extraordinary 
expectations, and a variety of conjectures, regarding the object of his 
mission. Being conducted to the presence of Ally, and having announced 
himself a messenger from Mauweiah, he produced the singular scroll 
of which he was the bearer. On its production, the assembly were at 
first impressed with an idea, that the Syrians had acknowledged the author- 
ity of Ally, and that the packet contained the names of such as had 
pledged their allegiance to him: their surprise and disappointment may 
therefore be well conceived when, on disclosing the packet fold after fold, 
it presented nothing more than a slip of paper entirely blank. When Ally 
proceeded, u[>on this, to demand if he bad nothing to conununieatc with 
respect to the disposition of the Syrians ; the messenger declared in n'ply, 
that of every denomination, therewere fifty thousand men assembled about 
the robes of Othman, whose cheeks and beards had never been dry from 
tears ; nay, whose eyes bad never ceased from weeping blood, both day 
and night, from the hour of that prince’s atrocious murder; that they had 
drawn their swords with a solemn pledge never to return them to the 
scabbard, nor cease from mourning, until they had extirpated all conci'rned 
in that detested transaction ; that this sentiment was raised to such a 
pitch, that they left it as a solemn bequest to their descendants, to prose- 
cute their vengeance to the last extremity ; that the very mothers taught 
it as a lesson, and instilled it as the earliest principle into the minds of 
their infant offspring, that they were to revenge the blood of Othman. 
And in short, that the execrations hitherto confined to the common enemy 
of the human race, were now transferred by the Syrians to the murderers 
of that lamented prince. Here, Ally desipng to be informed to whom they 
pretended to ascribe the u4ed, by wAich this load of odium had been 
incurred, was told by the messenger, that he himself was one; on which, 
the Khalifs endurance being pretty well exhausted, he indignantly 
exclaimed, **Dust in thy throat, presumptuous miscreant what share had I 
in the guilt of Otliznan’s death One of the Benni Aiss, who was 
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also present in the assembly, but whose breast glowed with far other sen- A.H.XXXTIL 
’ timents than those which issued from the lips of his countiyman, now A. D. 637. 
called out from among the croud, addressing himself to the messenger* Rouzut 
that such a being as he was, reflected but little credit on the discrimi- . uuufilhi 
nation of Mauweiah, who could employ so contemptible a wretch as 
the organ of his communications ; that nothing could be more vile and 
detestable, than the language to which his slanderous tongue had dared to 
give utterance: or be a parallel to that audacity, with which he had 
attempted to intimidate the exalted and princely Ally, and the illustrious 
associates of the prophet's glory, by the alleged assemblage of a banditti of 
idiots about the robes of Othman ; which, after all, were no more the raiments 
of iloseph, than the tears on which he had expatiated so effectedly, were 
the tears of Jacob. But if his master meditated war against the legitimate 
sovereign of the believers, there wjs here but one opinion of the issue ; 
for that the arm of an almighty providence would in all exigencies be 
assuredly extended for the support and protection of Ally, and would 
never fail to give him the victory over all his rebellious adversaries. 

At this conjuncture, perceiving that some of his attendants were pro- 
ceeding to use violence against the messenger, Ally interposed his authority, 
observing, that .with the wise and good, the person of an ambassador would 
ever he sacred from injury. Which instance of unexpected magnanimity, 
though in itself nothing very marvellous, seems to have operated like the 
influi iicc of magic on the messenger of Mauweiah, who immediately stood 
up, and addressing himself to the Khalif, now declared, that to the present 
momi'nt, misled by the odious terms in which he was uniformly spoken of 
by the Syrians, he had ever held him in the bitterest enmity ; having how- 
ever at last tasted the happiness of seeing and conversing with him ; having 
been a witness to his fascinating eloquence ; but above all, to this instance 
ofsubstaritial and unparalleled clemency, there was hence forward none upon 
earth to whom he should bear a more faithful or affectionate attachment^ 

He was now thoroughly convinced of the abyss of error in which the 
Syrians were immerged, and of the truth and rectitude of that path which 
was measured by his footsteps, and those_ of his followers. He then 
solemnly swore, that for the future he would, voluntarily, never separate 
from the person of Ally, nor ever acknowledge the authority of any other 
sovereign to his prejudice; and concluded, by repeating some lines com- 



A.H.XXXVI, pwd on tlio »pot,whioli implied the departure of the execrated Mauwoiah 
A. D. i^57. from the line of reclilude, and the steadiness of Ally to the principles of 
Rouzut ihctruefaith. These circumstances were speedily conveyed tothc lieutenant 
uwuffi, of Damascus, and affected him with equal surprise and mortification ; 
iieiilier did he forlx ar to express his regret that ho had been induced, by 
a consideration of Ins talents and eloquence, to employ a man, who was 
capable of furnishing such important intormation to his antagonist; and 
\^hoso industry would doublh'ss, be exerted to as^gravate those animosities, 
vvliieh, in a degree sulheientiy inveterate, already subsisted on either side. 
However, when he. found that the reUirn of his ambassador was no 
longer to he expected, Mauweiah next chose from among ilie iiativi s of 
Arabia Felix then resident at Damascus, a certain religions fanane or 
devotee, for the purpose of conveying to Ally a letter, eoiiceivcjl in tlie 
following offensive teims : When tli<j siipnmie being Releet»*d his chosen 
“prophet from among the best of mankiinl, h(‘ gave hnn also from tiie 
“ flower of Arabia, tln)So whom lie had destined for his auxiliaries in ti»c 
“divine mission, of which he was the agent. Of these, the propln t’s 
“immediate successor, the righteous Abili liukker, was, without dispute, 
“ the wisest as well as the most virtuous. Next in succession, h»ll()vved 
•• iiiC sagacious Omar, and the martyred Othmaii ; nil of uh<»m, it appears 
“ to have been the object of thy undeviating studxg to impede and embar- 
“ ras in every measure. Hut thy malevolence towards the latter, seems to 
“ have surpassed thy jealousy of the former, in the same degree ns it was 
“tliy lot to be more closely united with him by the ties of consanguinity. 
“ His most virtuous actions were by thee exhibited in the garb of the most 
“ odious criminality ; and after exciting, by ihy devices, a barbarous con- 
“ spiracy against his authority, it was left for thee to tear asunder the 
•‘bonds of nature, and basely abandon him to the most cruel assassination, 
“ in the very quarter of thy own immediate residence. Of thy withhold- 
“ ing from thy injured relative that assistance, which the united obligations 
“ of duty and of blood solemnly demanded, we seek no stronger proof than 
“ that the very authors of the atrocious parricide are at this moment 
“ retained among the most distinguished members of thy court. To 
“ remove the foul suspicion, it is therefore incumbent on thee, and I 
“ solemnly require at thy hands the immediate surrender of the inurdertrs 
“ of .their sovereign, that the retribution which they have so justly merited., 
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^ may be returned into their own bosoms. If not, there remains between A.H.XXXyf, 
** me and thee, no other alternative than the sword. For it behove thee A. D.6iT 
** to know, that 1 shall never cease to pursue the assassins of Othman, by Rouaut 
sea and by land ; that I will never taste repose until 1 Shall either have uieiffl. 
“accomplished their destruction, or fallen a victim to my just revenge.” 

Such was the epistle which Mauweiah conceived himself warranted in 
addressing to the established chief of his faith, and of which his ambassador 
adventured himself to be the bearer to JK^b. To the latter, however, the 
extraordinary sanctity of his charac||^iiltcluaive of Ally’s sacred regard 
for the law of nations, was a sufficient pledge of safety ; and he was 
accordingly received on his arrival with every mark of kindness«and liber- 
ality. At the first public conference to which he was admitted, he bore 
ample and voluntary testimony to the transcendent qualifications of person 
and mind, which gave to the princely Ally a claim to the sovereignty, far 
above that of any of his competitors. But he also knew, that the unolTend- 
ing Othman had been the victim of injustice, which was the argument on 
which Mauwciah rested his cause. The perpetrators of the murder were 
sufl'ered, moreover, not only to reside within the walls of his palace, but 
even composed a principal part of Ally’s court. Nevertheless, if he could 
prevail upon himself to deliver up to punishment the persons of these 
obnoxious individuals, every pretext for litigation and hostility would be 
immediately and entirely removed. To this the Khalif replied, that he 
had telt himself disposed to give him full credit for superior sagacity and 
every endowment of the understanding; hut he must be allowed to demand 
what sort of being Mauweiah conceived himself, that the authors of the 
death of Othman should be placed at his discretion ? Perhaps it would 
be more becoming in him to unite with the associates and protectors of tho 
prophet’s exile, in acknowledging that just and legitimate authority from 
which he- had so long withheld his due submission. The friends and 
family ofUtliin-aii might then be regularly assembled, and an opportunity 
furnished to establish their accusations, against such as. they affirmed to 
have participated in the guilt of hif death ; and a just and rightful Khalif 
would not fail to determine between them and the accused, according to 
the dictates of their holy law. At the expiration of a few days, the legate 
was sutfered to take his departure for Damascus, and shortly afterwards an 
envoy on the part of Ally followed with bis reply to the letter of Alauweiah ; 



S46 

A.H.X^XVI, which c* CAniidmhly abridged, wo iholl insorl aubutantially, in the wordo 
A. D. 6*57. of the Ilabeib usseyr. 

Habeib “I have received thy letter, and cannot forbear remarking, that all thou 
ibscjrr. ** hast thought tit to communicate with regard to Mahommcd, that most 

“ excellent of created beings, whose virtues must be known to the extre- 
'mities of the east and west, and to the character of his distinguished 
“ successors, is already too clear to need the rehearsal of thy pen. To me 
indeed it is only matter ofsurg|i|e, Mauvveiah, that in all this marvellous 
detail, thou hast cautiously avoiS^ the most distant hint at the trans- 
“ cendent mercies of God, exhibited towards myself and the other members 
“ of the prophet’s immaculate family. Tliy panegyric upon others, 1 can- 
“ not perhaps describe more properly, than that it would be just as profit- 
** able to carry dates to Hidjer, or onions to Kermaun. But in truth, 1 
** should be glad to be informed what object all this superfluous recital is 
** seriously intended to produce. It cannot surely have entered thy brain, 
** that the son of Ab6taiilebcan ever have forgotten the numberless virtues 
of the immortal Mi^staflU. What can it possibly avail thee to expatiate 
on the spotless character of AbCi Bukker ? What advantage or what 
‘‘ lustre does it shed on thee, if Abh Bukker and Omar were good, and 
“ wise, and great? If Ab<!t Bukker acquired the appellation of righteous 
or faithful, he derived it from the testimonies which he truly bore to the 
“ unrivalled pre-eminence of my family in the advancement of the faith, 
and to the ignorance and refractory spirit of our adversaries. With 
** respect to Omaf, is it necessary for me to remind thee, that he established 
** his claim to the honorable appellation of the ** discerning,'* by discrimi- 
nating for Mosslems the important distinction between truth and error : 
** and if wc are again constrained to refer to the name of Othman, doubt- 
less, if his intentions were just and virtuous he will enjoy his reward ; 
but whether or not, such is the boundless ocean of divine goodness, that 
“ we cannot despair of his reception to mercy. Again, 1 ask thee, son of 
“ Hinda, what can be Ihy design in dwelling with such ostentatious zeal 
on these illustrious names ? Am I qpnstrained to remind thee, that the 
c* repudiated, and the offspring of the repudiated are both pronounced to 
‘‘ be in a state of reprobation ; and that the descendants of the reprobate 
** have been proscribed from interfering in the concerns ef the companions 
and coadjutors of our immortal prophet ? It would become thee better, 



to restrain thyself within the limits of ihy condition ; to check that A.H.XXXVr* 
**over-^weening ambition which hath ui^ed thee to obtrude thyself into A^D.esr. 

** matters in which thou art in no respect qualified to interpose. For my Rouzut 
** own part, 1 can with conscious pride appeal to the foundation of all good, lusufflu 
whether among the Mohunjer and Ansaur I am not entitled to the same 
** exalted pre-eminence, as the divine MiistafTa possessed over all the pro- 
phets. Am 1 to believe it possible that thou shouldst be blind to the 
** superior glory of my kindred in the catalogue of the martyrs? Must I 
** bring to thy recollection the names of my couzin Obaidah the son of 
^‘Hdreth, who bled in the field of Beder; of my uncle Hamzah the prince 
“ of martyrs, who fell at Ohud, or of my brother Jauffer, who died by the 
“ sword of the infidels at Mfitah > But why should we refer to departed 
excellence, when the very unbelievers associated in my cause must bo 
pronounced in all respects so much superior to the most distinguished 
*‘ofthy party. In this place, were It not that God hath interdicted his 
“ faithful servants from the vanity of self applause, 1 might, perhaps, not 
“ otherwise unseasonably, introduce some notice of those numerous excel- 
lencies which have shed such untarnished lustre upon my family, and in 
“ terms from which no true Mahommedan could for a moment withhold 
his belief. The apparent escape from thy recollection of the illustrious 
“ deeds of my performance has however in some degree rendered the vain- 
“ glorious recital unavoidable. Once more, son of llinda, be advised to 
“ restrain thy ambition, lest I should be provoked to the disclosure of 
“ odious and fearful truths. Check thy too aspiring soul from the pre- 
sumption of setting thyself on an equality with one of the miraculous 
“ productions of the Creator’s wisdom ; with one whom he hath endowed 
“ with such suriiassing knowledge of his mysterious works ; with one 
“ who assures thee, that it is the overflowing of his benevolence towards 
his fellow creatures, that hath alone withheld him from foregoing long 
since all intercourse with man. As to thy presumptuous and insolent' 
demand with respect to the murderers of Othinan, 1 tell thee plainly 
that the right of avenging his blood, of all men least resides in thee ; 
neither is there any thing in this world further from my intentions, than 
the surrender of their persons to thy mercy. Nevertheless, if the child- 
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** ren of Othman demand justice on the destroyers of their father, they 
** shall receive it to the utmost limit. But shouldst thou still object 
that my influence is too powerful to expect such an act of justice at my 
hands, 1 again repeat, that if thou wilt in the first instance acquiesce in 
** the united decision of the prophet’s most distinguished associates and 
** auxiliaries, in favor of my authority; and then produce in my presence 
** those concerned in the death of my predecessor, 1 pledge myself, that 
** they shall sufler such punishment as the law of God and the traditions 
** of his prophet may ordain. But in what language am I to express my 
astonishment at the intimation conveyed by the concluding sentence of 
** thy letter : that for me and for my friends thou hast nothing left but the 
** sword” ! Son of that savage fiend who devoured the heart of my uncle 
** IJamzah ! from whom didst thou learn, or where didst thou experience 
that the race of Abdulmfitlub ever avoided a conflict with their enemies, 
“ or shrunk from the decision of the sword > Check ihy impatient ardour 
** until 1 approach ; thou wilt then too soon behold the glittering of those 
** scimitars, which are yet reeking to the hilt with the blood of thy brother; 
“ of thy paternal and maternal uncles ; of thy mother and most of thy 
kindred. For the residue, victory is at the disposal of that Almighty 
** being, who controuls the issue of events. Farewel.” 

This letter was conveyed to Damascus by Termah the son of Auddy, We 
cannot however omit to observe, that in substance, though it materially 
diflers from that which is recorded by the author of the liouzut ussufia, 
we have chosen to introduce into these pages that which we find in asub^ 
sequent writer of established credit, as more concentrated, and direct in its 
reference to the letter of Mauweiah. But whatever the nature of its con- 
tents, the bearer of it acquitted himself of his mission with spirit and 
fidelity, and pleaded the rights of his sovereign with such extraordinary 
circumstances of intrepidity, that several writers have conceived them of 
sufficient importance to be recorded at length ; he returned, notwithstand- 
ing, without producing any remarkable effect upon the mipds of either 
Mauweiah or his followers ; and communicated to theKhalif the result of 
his embassy, and of the observations which he had an opportunity of mak^ 
ing on the state of affairs in Syria. Among the chieftains employed under 
the authority ofOthman in administering the affairs of the distant provinces, 
and whom, on his accession. Ally had summoned to submit to his govern^ 
(Dent) were Jerreir the sod of Abdullah U1 Bekheli, and Aishauth the son 
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. oF IteyM tJl Kendi ; the former in charge of Hamadaun, and the adjoining A.H.XXXV1^ 
mountainous districts ; and the latter, in that of Azerbaijaun. Both of ArP.Ssr. 
these, subsequent to the battle of the camel and the reduction of the insur- Rouzut 
gents at Bassorah, had, however tardily, submitted to Ally, and were now usiuffil* 
present on the return of his last messenger from Damascus. 

Notwithstanding the repeated failures w'hicii he had experienced, and 
his entire conviction of the determined blindness and inflexible obduracy of 
Mauweiah, the mind of Ally continued to revolve on further expedients to 
induce his antagonist to acknowledge his authority, without resorting to 
the last irrevocable appeal, lie now, therefore, at a consultation with his 
most confidential adherents, proposed that some one from among the most 
distiiiifuished of the prophet’s companions, should be selected for another 
embassy to Damascus; to try wliether some argument of impartial reason- 
ing might not yet he found, to prevail upon Mauweiah, by a timely submis- 
si(m, to avert the decree which impended over him. Jerreir the son of 
Abdullah grasping at the proposal with apparent eagerness, immediately 
offered his services on the occasion ; urging that the numerous relatives 
wt'iOm he reckoned in Damascus, would be a sufficient pledge that Mau- 

< weiah would never dare to treat his admonitions with contempt. From a 
selection of this person, however, the Khalif was as strenuously dissuaded 
by Malek Ashtur, who avowed with little reserve, that the fidelity of 
Jerreir himself was not yet entirely free from suspicion. Upon this, the 
latter, angrdy deni.indiiig by what part of his conduct he had merited the 
apprehensions, winch he seemed disposed to awaken to his prejudice, 

Maiek replied, without hesitation, that when, in the commencement of 
his reign, Ally had written to require his presence, he did not appear to 
think it at all nt'cessary to comply with the summons; neither did he, in 
fact, condescend to quit his government of Uamadaun, until the contest 
with Telhah and Zobair had terminated in favor of the rightful chief of the 
believers ; wlnm perceiving that he had no other place of retreat, he found’ 
himself in a manner compelled to seek the shadow of his protection* 

Nevertheless, without attending to the reflections of Malek Ashtur, Ally 
resiolved on accepting of the offer of Jerreir ; and having furnished him 
with other necessary instructions for his conduct, he charged him to 



^•H.XXXVl. invite Maiiwciah once more to his allegiance ; if he found him disposed 
A. D. 657. to comply, it was well ; otherwise he was to apprize him that he should 
“ Rouzut no longer delay the denunciation, which, as the prophet’s legitimate 
ussufTi successor, he was authorized to issue. Although the tardy submission of 
Jerreir might in some degree have warranted the suspicions of Malek Ash- 
Habeib he does not appear to have betrayed the trust reposed, in him on this 
itocyr. however he might have been overreached by the temporizing 

policy of Mauweiah, by whom he was treated, on his arrival, with peculiar 
and distinguished respect. After a detention of four months, when Mau- 
weiah had secured from the Syrians an entire concurrence with his views, 
he was at last dismissed, with the following definitive reply. “ Let Ally 
“ know from me, that henceforth he may wash his hands of the allegiance 
“of the Syrians ; nay further, announce to him the united determination 
“ of the people of this province to take up arms in opposition to his author- 
“ ity, and to avenge the blood of Othman ; and that he must therefore pre- 
“ pare for war, since matters are now arrived at that crisis when every 
“other appeal must be nugatory and unavailing.” 

Although it is beyond measure irksome to pursue the author through 
every tedious digression, the following exhibits the character of Mauweiah 
in so curious a point of view, that however bordering on the ludicrous, we 
have not been able to dismiss it altogether from our recital. Subsequent 
to the arrival of Ally’s envoy at Damascus on this occasion, Mauweiah 
had been induced, at the suggestion of his brother Auttebali, to solicit the 
counsels and assistance of Amrd Auss ; and it is here affirmed, that it was 
in consequence of this application, that AmrA and his two sons quitted 
their retreat in Palestine in the manner formerly related. When he reached 
the Syrian capital, Mauweiah laid open to him, at a secret conference, the 
true state of his affairs ; in which he acknowledged, that among the 
difficulties with which he was surrounded, there were three circumstances 
by which he was more immediately and particularly embarrassed : first, 
was the escape from imprisonment of Mahommed the son of Abit Khoz- 
zeifah ; next was the menacing posture assumed by the emperor of Con- 
stantinople and last was the message transmitted by Ally through 
Jerreir, importing that if the Syrians were any longer withheld from their 
allegiance, he was to prepare for hostilities. Amr6 observed in reply, that 
with respect to the escape of the son of AbA Khozzeifah, it ought not to 
• The emperor Coastsns the ild. die grandson of Heracltus. 



353 

^ive him any serious concern, since, though he might be able to elude his A.H.XXXftt 
pursuit, he was not capable of doing hiin an injury of any magnitude. A. D. 637. 
Neither did he conceive the indications on the part of the Greek emperor Rouzut 
of much greater importance, since it would be always in his power to 
purchase the forbearance of that prince, by the enlargement of such of his 
subjects as were in captivity in the Syrian territory. But, in his mind, 
the difficulty which demanded his most serious consideration, was that 
which arose from the contest in which he was about to be engaged with 
the son of Abiitauleb ; to whom in point of blood and affinity, as well as 
in personal qualifications of every kind, the whole world seemed disposed 
to assign a decided superiority over him. ‘‘ And yet” replied Mauweiah, 

“ he could favor the death of Othman ; could stimulate the sejdition to 
which he fell a sacrifice ; could bring about the dispersion of his friends, 

** and trouble the pure draught of harmony with the noxious weeds of 
envy and malevolence. His precedence in Isslam and his consanguinity 
“ with the noblest of the human race,” rejoined Amrh, “ are, notwithstand- 
ing advantages to which thou hast no pretensions.” “ All this may be 
** very just,” said Mauweiah, ** and may be so blazoned to the public ; and 
yet, with all thy boasted claims to propinquity, and superior sagacity, 1 
think, if I were so disposed, 1 am not without sufficient comprehension 
“ of mind to make a dupe of even AmrA.” “ I am no stranger” added 
Amrft, “ to thy genius for deception, nor to the varied resources of lliy 
“ craft ; however, while 1 have thee in my eye, and am aware of thy 
“ intentions, I also think I can venture to challenge the utmost exertion 
“ of thy arts.” To this, Mauweiah declined giving any direct or immedi- 
ate answer, but having for some time engaged his attention on a different 
subject, he suddenly requested that he would allow him to whisper a 
secret of the very first importance in his ear; Amrfi, without the smallest 
suspicion, inclined his head, when Mauweiah seized him by the ear with 
his teeth, and demanded, if, for once, he would not confess that he had 
been completely outwitted ; since, as there was no one present but them* 
selves, the precaution was entirely superfluous, and his simplicity the 
more egregious. 

Mauweiah then desired that this species of discourse might be discon« 
tinued, and that he would henceforth cordially unite with him to remove 
Ally out of the way, and so render themselves masters of the world. 



4«H.XXXVt. AmrA persisted however in maintaining that the barter of his eternal 
A.D. 0'»7. welfare, for the mere prospect of temporal advantage, was with him an 
llabeib obstacle not to be easily aurmounted ; while it was manifest to all men, 

Vseyr. that an alliance with him in the hostdities which he was meditating against 

Ally, must inevitably terminate in the most disgraceful and disastrous 
issue. Bur if, after all, circumstances should ultimately compel him to 
associate with Mauweiali, it appeared but reasonable that the latter should 
make some considerable exertion to gratify and promote his wisl.es, as a 
balance to these obvious hazards. Mauw('i;ih observed, that he did not 
feel the smallest repugnance to gratify him to the utmost extent of his 
views, which he accordingly requested he would freedy explain. Amrh, 
without hirther hesitation, avowed, that w hen I'.uypt and its dopendeneie's 
should be subjugated, the summit of his am!>iiion was to be put in posses. 
«ion of that province. Mauweiali here deniaiidecr, luuv he could be 
expected to relinquish the province of EgVj't, a country not iiib rior to 
Ir&k itself: to which Amrh replied, that when he was master of the whole 
world, the territory of the Nile was surely not too much to fall to his 
share. Mauweiah, for the present liovvevcr, declined giving him any 
positive answer on the subject, and here the conference broke off. But 
the result of the interview being communicated to his brother, it drew 
upon him the severe censure of the latter, who ridiculed the absurdity of 
his scruples, in neglecting to secure, at any price, the friendship of such 
a man as Amru, whose policy, whose wisdom, and solidity of judgment, 
were not to be surpassed by any one of the age in which he lived ; much 
more so at the hazard of a vague promise, which, in all probability, it would 
never be in his power tofulfd. The hint conveyed by this last suggestion, 
did not escape the intelligence of Mauweiah ; the iiext day he procured 
another interview with Amrfi, at which, after loading him with caresses, 
he did not fail to gratify him with the promise he seemed so ardently to 
desire, and which he now confirmed by a written contract, subscribed by 
all the Syrian nobility. 

The friendship between these two personages being thus established on 
the solid foundation of reciprocal interest, the last expedient put in prac- 
tice by Mauweiah, in order to indurate the hearts of the Syrians in their 
animosity against Ally, was to engage the influence of their national chief, 
Sherjeil the son of Semmet, the Keudiau, whom, at the instance of Amri^, 



he had now invited to Damascus ; and upon whom, during [his journey, AJIJCXXYL 

he contrived to impose the belief, by the discourses of certain of his A. D. 657. 

adherents placed at proper intervals on the route, that Ally had at least Bousat 

openly countenanced, if indeed, by his intrigues to stimulate the perpetra* 

tors, be was not the principal cause of the murder of Othman. So thht 

wrought upon by these impressions, Sherjeil on his arrival at Damascus 

publicly declared to Mauweiah, that if, what he had heard from so many 

individuals, whose veracity he could not suspect, were to be depended 

on, and he (Mauweiah) submitted to acknowledge the authority of the 

son of Abhtaiiieb, he would immediately drive him out of Syria. To this 

the crafty Mauweiah replied, by demanding, how be could possibly be 

suspected of entertaining sentiments in any degree hostile to those, with 

whom his interests were so closely identified, and than whom he possessed 

no other source of refuge or protection ? But when Sherjeil proposed, in 

the ardour of rcsentmeut and indignation at the suspected guilt of Ally, 

that Jerreir, wlio was still at Damascus, should be immediately dismissed 

to communicate to his sovereign the united and hostile resolution of the 

Syrians ; Mauweiah suggested the expediency of delaying his ultimate 

dispatch, until Sherjeil should have employed the influence, which he was 

known to possess throughout every partof Syria, to prevail upon the inha« 

bitants to swear fealty to, and unite with him in avenging the blood of 

Othman, upon Ally and his adherents. 

In concurrence with this intimation, Sherjeil accordingly made a circuit 
of the whole province, representing the conduct of Ally in the odious 
colours which suited the designs of the party whose cause he had espoused; 
he persuaded them, that after wading through the blood of his murdered 
sovereign, to the usurpation of all the provinces of Isslam, that of Syria 
alone excepted, the son of Abfitauleb was now also preparing to extend 
Ins usurpations hither, and was advancing at the head of an army inured 
to rapine, for the express purpose of exterminating the unoffending inha- 
bitants. At such a crisis, he proceeded to assure them, that the only 
person he could point out, as, by his power and abilities, best qualified to 
oppose the danger, was Mauweiah ; and after urging every argu^ 
nieiit which he could invent for the purpose, he concluded by averring, 
that their salvation absolutely depended on their associating to avenge the 
blood of their injured sovereign. By these and similar statements he so fu 



AiHfXXXVI, lueceeded In misleading hia credulous countrymen, that they yielded to 
AtD.6'3r* the delusion, and having made every necessary preparation foi uvah, 
^ Rou 2 ut anxioUvsly expected their final orders to join the standard of Mauweiah. 
fiMuft'4. And it was after the co-operation of the Syrians had been thus irrevocably^ 
secured, that Jerreir was dismissed fur Kufah, with the definitive reply 
already noticed in a preceding page. 

On his return from this fruitless legation, Jerreir was again exposed to 
the most violent animadversions on the part of Malek Ashtur; who did 
not hesitate to ascribe its unsuccessful issue to his egregious credulity, 
and his entire misapprehension of the importance of the negociation so 
unadvisedly entrusted to his management ; at the same time he very 
boldly expressed his conviction to the Khalif, that had his choice on the 
occasion fallen on himself, the matter would have terminated very differ- 
ently ; for that he would either have taken Mauweiah by the throat, and 
so brought the dispute to a conclusion by the most summary of all proces- 
ses ; or, at all events, have so exposed the character of that spazen of the 
devotirer <^li€tirls^ as should forever have dispossessed him of the influence 
which he appeared to have so unworthily established over the Syrians. 
In vindication of his conduct, Jerreir as confidently asserted, that so far 
from the success with which Malek Ashtur had so modestly flattered him- 
•elf, hia negociation would, with much greater probability, have terminated 
in his falling a sacrifice to the vengeance of the Syrians, by whom he was 
considered a principal in the a.^sassi nation of Othman. The altercation 
continued with some warmth, particularly on the side of Malek Ashtur, 
who persisted in his assertion, that the mission had fiiiled through the 
credulity and mismanagement of the envoy, whom he again stated to have 
been grossly overreached by the subtiie devices of Mauweiah; neither did 
be entirely acquit him of indulging a secret attachment for that prince ; 
•ince he could no otherwise account for his studied representations of the 
unanimity of the Syrians in the hostile designs against the legitimate author- 
ity of Ally ; while by exaggerated reports of the numbers and stre nc:h of 
the adverse party, he embraced every opportunity of exciting alarm. 
Here Jerreir could no longer forbear interrupting him by a demand why he 
did not undertake the journey himself, and establish these boasted claims 
to superior talents, by something more than bare and arrogant assertion > 
Qa which Malek observed that the matter had been so completely marred 
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tidier through his folly or corruption, that the skill or exertion of any A.H.XXXVf. 
'other could be nesv of no avail. At this, Jerreir appearing considerably A.D.657. 
embarrassed, his accuser proceeded to declare that it only required the Houzut 
Khalifs permission to place him and some others equally entitled to con<^ usiufil. 
fidence, in sufficient security, until such time as the contest withMauweiah 
should have been brought to a conclusion. Not a little enraged at such 
treatment, Jerreir, the same night, left KAfah without permission, and 
with part of his family retired towards Kerkessia, probably the town of 
that name which lies on the Euphrates. 

While the practices of Mauweiah had been in some respects extensively 
successful in adding to the strength of his party, and detaching from that 
of his antagonist, there were others in which he experienced very mortify- 
ing failures. Of these he appears to have been expressly forewarned by 
the admonitions of Amr6, particula/ly with respect to the citizens of 
Medeinah, whom he described under three classes, from neither of which 
it was reasonable to expect any substantial support. First were those 
who had long since engaged in the service of Aliy, which they were not 
very likely to relinquish on a simple invitation from Mauweiah, although it 
was very possible by such a proceeding to render their attachment to their 
acknowledged sovereign, the stronger and more indissoluble. The next 
were the remnant of the friends of Othman, so humbled, and so totally 
destitute of resources, as to make it of very little importance in the affairs 
of this life, whether they were friends or foes. And thirdly, he adverted to 
those who had withdrawn from society, and who appeared to regard the 
future welfare of their souls, as depending on a total unconcern with the 
disputes of either party. Of course, a h*tter from Mauweiah was not 
much calculated to produce any movement, or change of sentiment, among 
persons of such a tlescriplion. But if, notwithstanding what he could urge 
to the contrary, Mauweiah still conceived it advisable to open a correspon- 
dence with Metleinali, it behoved him to beware, that, though no advantage 
should arise, it might not at all events be productive of any injury to 
his cause. 

In the letter, which, according to the resolution to which he determined 
to adhere, Mauweiah addresses to the citizens of Mcdeiiiah, wc find him 
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A.H.XXXVI. reiterate tlie accusations against Ally, of his participation in the conspiracy 
A. D. t)57. against Othman, and of his having subsequently entertSned the conspira- 
lionzut the principal members of his court and government. That he 

nssufi'a. himself, as the nearest kinsman of Othman, was preparing to avenge his 
death, and in order to bring the murderers to justice, to demand from Ally 
the surrender of the delinquents ; with which, if he complied, his person 
should be safe from injury. That the question of sovereignty might then 
be referred to a committee of electors, on the system recommended by the 
illustrious authority of Omar. In the mean time that the object of his 
calling their attention to these particulars, was to apprize them of his deter- 
mination to commence immediate hostilities against Ally, in the event that 
he should still persist in protecting the assassins; and to invite all among 
the good people of Medeiiiah that continued to cherish the memory of their 
injured sovereign, to hasten without delay to join the standard of Mau- 
weiali. To this, as well as toother letters of a similar import, which he 
had transmitted about the same period to Abdullah the son of Omar, to 
Saud-c-Wokauss, and to Maliommed the son of Musslemali the ansaur, he 
received such replies as were equally mortifying and unfavourable to his 
views. 

The son of Omar, whom it is said he was induced to address at the 
instance of his brother Obaidullah the executioner of llormi^zan, testified 
ill his answer his astonishment in particular, that Mauweiah should presume 
to urge him with a solicitation, which tended to imbrue his hands in the 
blood of the jvrophel’s companions, in mere conformity to the dictates of 
his own will, and in prosecution of Ins own ambitious projects; under the 
too palpable pretext of avenging the blood of Othman. If, in* secluding 
himself from the world, Mauweiah had been led to imagine that he was in 
any degree actuated by a spirit of animosity towards Ally, he was most 
grossly deceived: on the contrary, if there was an inducement sii/ficicntly 
strong to prevail upon him, in any circumstance, to draw his sword in the 
contest which had destroyed the peaceof h's countrymen, he was influenced 
by the strongest private motives to support the ju$t pretensions of that 
exalted and distinguished prince, in the ranks of whose adversaries, God 
forbid, that ever he should be numbered. Of that illustrious mortal, whose 
pre-eminence was as far beyond any thing to which Mauweiah could 
aspire, as bis station on earth, and his merit in Isslsim were more conspi- 
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cuous and exalted ; whose majesty derived from the favoiir of the most A.H.XXXVI. 
'high, was as uniiiipeachably established, as his claims to the Successron A. P. 657. 
were paramount, and his exertions in advancing the banners of his reli* Roiizut 
gion were superior to those of all other men ; whose affinity With the 
prophet as much surpassed that which was the boast of others, as he pre- 
cerled in the example which he had so frequently exhibited in the conflicts 
of tile field of b.ittle ; of him, with whom, in the qualifications of the 
iiiidersianJiiig, and the virtues of the heart, the most illustrious of the com« 
paiiions would shrink in the comparison. In short, of the adopted brother 
of their prophet, the husband of his virgin daughter, the parent of the 
most niihieniishcd of the sons of men, the favoured youths first destined 
for the iriherit ince of paradise. He, with whom no one ever dared to 
contend with the hope of victory, or to resist with a chance of deliverance. 

Quitting however this elaborate climax of panegyric, for which, in this 
instance, like many others, the historian is probably indebted to his own 
invention, Abdullali is said to have closed his reply, by reassuring Mau- 
weiali, that it was his invincible abhorrence to theeHTusion of Mussulman 
blood alone, and no other reason, which had compelled him to shut his 
doors against the importunities of his fellow citizens. Neither did he 
forijear to remimi him, that at all events, he possessed in his own person 
claims, which, both in point of merit and lustre of descent, would ever pre- 
clude on ills |)ai r, ariyarknowdcdgement of subordination to the authority 
of Maiivieiiili. Hut that no consideration whatever should seduce him 
from that stale of seclusion, to which, in the service of his maker, and in 
the hope of eternal mercy, he had determined to devote himself. And 
most hapfiy should he have conceived his lot, had that seclusion been 
ciroseij ill some sequestered abode, equally removed from the arrogant pre- 
tensions, and the ingratitude of mankind. This and similar answers, which 
he received from the other chieftains, by whom he was generally charged 
with the prosecution of his own ambitious views under the cloak of aveng- 
ing the blood ofOtlirnuu, entirely extinguished the hopes which Mauvveiab 
might have been led to entertain from that quarter ; and he was compelled 
under the hitter reproaches of Amrft, to acknowledge the solidity of those 
counsels, by which he had been urgently dissuaded from the experiment. 
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A.H.XXXVI. His future measures became, therefore, necessarily confined to his prepara* 
A. P. 657. tions for the war which was now inevitable. 

Ruuzut Ally, on the other hand, having received repeated proofs that all attempts 
lusufl'a. to term inate the dispute by negociatioii, would be fruitless ; and that the 
ambition of Mauweiah was not to be humbled, nor the animosity of 
Amrh to be appeased by any other medium than the sword, dispatched 
orders to expedite the march of the troops who had been directed from 
all theprovinces subject to his authority, to join him in the neighbourhood 
of Khfali ; in consequence of which, he found himself, in a short space of 
time, at the head of an army, which, according to our author, for number 
and strength, was not fre<iuently surpassed in the experience of former 
ages. The decision of Ally was now ultimately fixed for an immediate 
commencement of hostilities ; but as the earlier Khalifs in general evinced 
a patriarchal deference to the opinions of u fierce and uncon(|uered jieople, 
he called them together for the last time in the principal mosque of Kufali, 
and again urged them to a strenuous exertion of their valour, against a 
faction which had proved itself equally rebellious against his just authority, 
and the sacred institutes of the Koran. Against a people polluted with 
the blood of the prophet's companions, and the saints and apostles of 
their holy religion ; which, it was not to he forgotten, they had only em- 
braced from a base principle of fear, or worldly ambition, lie was pro- 
ceeding in his discourse to the assembly, when a person of the tribe of 
Terauruli, to whom authors have iudiflereiitly assigned the name of Arcid 
and Arbidah, insolently interrupted him with a demand, whether he seri- 
ously proposed to imbrue their hands in the blood of the Syrians, their 
brethren and fellow citizens, in the same manner as he had already compel- 
led them to do with respect to those of Bassorah and the followers of 
Ayaishah ; if such was the case, he deceived himselt, for he trusted in 
Clod, none of those who heard him would support him in the design. 
Impatient of expressions so insolent and injurious, Malek Ashtiir called 
out to seize the author, who hastened to quit the mosque, and attempted 
to make his escape from the town ; but being overtaken by some of the 
inhabitants, they beat him to death w ith their sandals. To mark his disap- 
probation, however^ of this unwarranted indulgence of popular fury, Ally 
thought fit, afterwards, to order the fine of blood to be made good to the 
heirs of the deceased from the public treasury. In the mean time, in the 



presence of the same assembly, Malek Ashtur intreated the Khaiif not to a.H.XXXV^ 
harbour a suspicion, that his friends were to be withdrawn from their A. D.tfsr. 
allegiance by any such delirious absurdities, as those which had just Rouzat 
offended his ears. That the faithful band which stood before him, werer ussuift* 
attached to his cause by every motive of interest and affection ; and had 
resolved that no consideration should ever induce them to abandon him ; 
not even in death, if fate had so ordained, which heaven forbid, that he 
should fall in the prosecution of his just vengeance against his enemies ; 
against whom he therefore urged him to proceed with the fullest confidence 
in the fidelity and unalienable attachment of his followers. The protesta- 
tions of Malek Ashtur were seconded by some of the most distinguished 
leaders of the Mussulman persuasion, among whom are to be found the 
names of Aumar Yausser, of Sohul the son ofHaneif; of Keyss the son 
of Saud Kbbaudah, and of Auddy the son of Hautem TAi, and many others. 

There were however, still some exceptions, particularly among the 
dependents of Abdullah Mftssaoud, who, from a repugnance, as they said, 
to engage in hostilities against those who professed the same religious 
observances, expressed a desire to be employed in defending the frontiers, 
or ill extending their conquests among the infidels. In this request, they 
were indulged by Ally, by whom they were accordingly directed to march 
towards Jvazvoiii, under the orders of llebbeiah the sou of Jfushro, whom* 
lie appointed to conduct them,. 

About this period it had become, it seems, a practice among the the fol- 
lowers of Ally to imprecate and abuse Mauw'eiah and the Syrians, not only 
in common conversation, but amidst the duties of divine worship ; of 
winch, however, he was no sooner apprized than he strictly forbad the con- 
tinuance as repugnant to the natural mildness of his owm disposition ; and 
wiicii some of his chieftains requested that lie would explain the motives 
of this species of forbearance towards the acknowledged adversaries of the 
caii^c of irutli, he answered, that however justly his enemies might be so ' 
stigmatized, lie deprecated the idea, that his friends should set the example 
in opprobrium and malediction. On the contrary, it behoved them, when 
they raised their hands in invocation to heaven, instead of imprecating the 
divine wrath, to implore that their prayers might be reciprocally heard ; 
that the dilVeiTiiccs which had torn them asunder might he healed and 
reconciled ; that those who had erred might be speedily restuted to the 





ltH.XXXVT. paths of rectitude ; that their folly and inadvertencies, might be exebaneed 
A. D. 6*57. for that best species of knowledge, a just sense of duty ; and that those 
Rouzut M’ho had so K>ng languished in the thirsty mazes of seduction, might be 
nnufliil. finally ronduf tod to the fountainhead of benevolence and truth. These 
effusions, which appear to derive their origin from a purer source than what 
is to be discovered in the MAssiilman system of morals, may possibly have 
been asctiljod to the idol of theSheiahs veneration, to screen him from the 
charge uicurred by lii^ adherents, of being the first to adopt the formula of 
exeev.ition against their adversaries. 

It being at last resolved to advance without further delay against tlia 
ururt^ Syrian territory, pioelaination was made at Kufah, that the troops were to 
mareh, and encamp at* Nokhedali ; where Malek the son of .leih was 
Iliil.cib instructed to distribute the several chieftains with their divisions mto their 
uweyr, respective stations. In the end of the month fd* Shavaiil,* havhigapjmintcd 
Abii Milssaood the aiisaur to be Ins lieutenant .it Knr.ih, the Khalif repaired 
ill person to the encampment. Here be continued for several days, until 
joined by Abdullah Abbas with a reinforcement from llassorali, which is 
said to have completed the army to ninety thousand nuui. Ainoncf these 
were included eighty of the companions of the liohl of Beider, and eight 
hundred of those fortunate personages who had eillu r served at the reduc- 
tion ol Alekkah, or submitted to the prophet^s divine authority at Hodei- 
biah. With the whole of this force, Ally now proceeded from Nokheilah, 
and having halted for the perfoimance of his devotions for the morning, at 
a mosque by the road side, and for those of noon, in the district of Ahft 
Mussa, he arrived at sunset of the same day on the lianks of the Euphrates; 
which he must have crossed immediately, as he is stated to have pitched 
his tents on the occasion on theSabaiit, or canal of Medaein, probably 
the Neher-e-Melka, about forty miles above Hellah. The follow' ing day 
he entered the metropolis of Noushirvan. From thence, by successive 
stages, of which we are not furnished with the detail, he continued his 
progress to the boundary of Arabian Irak ; where his historians have been 
pleased to lay the scene of a miracle wrought by the son of Abutauleb, in 
the discovery of a hidden spring of water which had lain concealed for 
ages, and in the conversion of the prior of a Christian monastery, who soop 
afterwards fella martyr to his cause on the plains of Selfein. 


• April, A. D. 657. 
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On his departure from MeJ&ein, Ally had established Saud the son of A.H.XXXyi« 
Mussaood, the uncle of the afterwards celebrated Mokhtaur, in the D» 6a7. 
govern men t of that city ; and detached Moakkel the son of Keyss with Bouzut 
three thousand horse towards Moss^l, with instructions to join him by luiuffs. 
that route, and lhatof Nissebein,*atRakkah, towards which place he now 
directed his march with the ihainbody of the army. The inhabitants of 
K.ikkuh, from an attachment to the memory of the depeased Khalif, still 
adhered to the authority of Alauweiah, and avowing their disaffection to 
the cause of Aliy, refused to obey the orders which he had transmitted 
them to construct a bridge over the Kuphrates,for the passage of the army ; 
by w hich he was compelled to draw off for the purpose of crossing the 
river ill some other quarter. Intimidated, however, by the menaces of 
Maick Ashtur, w'ho threatened them with total destruction if they persisted 
in their disohedicncc, they w ere prevailed upon to comply ; and the army 
returning soon afici vvards, crossed the Euphrates accordingly by the bridge 
w hich they had throw n over the river for the purpose. 

Having thus planted his victorious banners on the opposite bank of the 
Euphrates, Ally was apprized by Zeiaud the sun of Nausser, and Sherreiuh 
the son of llauny, two of his generals who had been already detached in 
advance with twelve thousand men, that on their arrival at a station called 
Soiiri rhin, they foond tlieniselves opposed by a superior force under Ab41 
Our IJssclnii ; one of the most distinguished officers belonging to the party 
of Mauweiah, with whom tlii'v had detormiiied to avoid an action, until 
he w'as in a situation to support tlieiii. Upon this information, Malek 
Ashtur, with three thousand men, was directed to hasten to the assistance 
of the advanced guard, with discretion to give battle to the troops of Abul 
OAr. IJc was iiiiinediatcly followed by llaushern the son of Auttebah, 
with a further reinforcement. With these additional reinforcements, Ma- 
lek Ashtur succeeded in forming a junction with Zeiaud, and in conformity 
with the instructions of Ally, a letter was addressed by those associate? 
chicflaius to Ahul Our, inviting him in cogent language to submit to the 
legitimate authority of tlieii^sovereign. 

The delivery of this letter was entrusted to AbANadjedah, one of that 
description of enthusiasts not unfrequently met with in the east, and 
one whose austerity and abstinence had acquired the utmost consideration 
with Ally. A person then serving wdth the troops of Mauweiah afterw'ards 
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A,H.XXXVf. related, that being stationed in the advanced post of AbAl OAr’s encamp- 
A.D. 657. ment, and observing one approach, whom he did not imniediately recog- 
RouzQt nize, he and his companions, rather in jest than earnest, threw themselves 
tfnuffil. in his way, and detained him. Ab(k Nadjedah finding himself thus 
obstructed, began to reproach and abuse them, demanding, if brothers to 
the Devil as they were, they had not gone far enough in interrupting the 
path of the truly orthodox, without cutting off the intercourse of all 
believers indiscriminately ? To which they answered, that the road Was 
abundantly wide ; Ab6 Nadjedah rejoined, that the road to India and 
other unconquered regions was c(iually so ; whence was' it that they did 
rtot rather throw themselves in the way of the infidels ? He then informed 
them that he was a messenger from the general of Ally’s forces ; Malek 
Ashtiir was the name he bore; peradventure, they might have heard of 
such a person. And they accordingly conducted him to the camp of their 
chief. 

From his own relation It is further stated, that when Ah6 Nadjedali 
approached the tent of Abfil OAr, he observed two drunken soldiers, who, 
in that state, had juSl quitted the presence of their general ; and perceiving 
a carpet spread before the entrance of the tent, he, without any kind of 
ceremony, spurred his horse upon it. Some of the bystanders reproving 
him for his rude and disrespectful behaviour, and calling upon him to dis- 
mount, he noticed them no further than by remarking that to the impi- 
ous and the debauched, no respect was due ; he then entered the presence 
of Abiil 0(kr, and without saluting, proceeded to tax him with the gross 
violations of the precepts of their law of which, both himself and his fol- 
lowers were guilty ; and of which, the instances of shameful inebriety lie had 
just witnessed, were the most undeniable proofs. Without making any 
reply, Abul Oftr sternly desired him to explain the object of his mission. 
The letter of Malek Ashlur was now delivered, accompanied with such 
seasonable admonition as the messenger thought himself authorized to in- 
troduce on such an occasion, however to little purpose. Ahfil Our com- 
mitted a few lines to paper, designedly composed in praise of Mauweiah 
and the house of Ommeyah, and with no further reply dismissed his 
unpolished visitant. The latter returned accordingly to Malek Ashtur, 
who consigned the obnoxious epistle to his own son, with strict charge to 
preserve it carefully ; as he meant it as his justification with Ally for the 
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measure which he was about to pursue. And upon this he immediately 

([ave directions to prepare for battle. A* D. 657. 

On this occasion Malek Ashtur assigned the management of his right Rouaut 
\iring to Zeiaud, that of the left to Shcrreiah ; and to the sound of his mar- mmiflfi. 
tial music, proceeded with confidence to meet the enemy, whom he found 
prepared to receive him. From among those who arranged themselves 
under his banners, Ab{ll 0(ir singled out Abdullah the son of Mhnzer, 
whom he encouraged by every argument of pride and revenge to attack 
the person of Maick Ashtur, the murderer, as he stigmatized him, of the 
martyred Otiiman. This man professed himself, at first, degraded, in 
being placed on a par with such as Ashtur, than whom he presumed to 
think himself a thousand times superior ; but on the repeated importunity 
of his general, he suffered himself to be at last prevailed on, in an evil hour, 
to enter the lists with a warriof wl/om he affected so much to despise* 

Zeiaud was preparing to assail him, when prevented by Malek Ashtur* 
who directly approached Abdullah and demanded his namct The reply 
was, that of this he would soon be sufficiently apprized from the vigour 
of his arm. On which Malek observed, that the question, on further con- 
sideration, was certainly superfluous, since it was very clear from his boast- 
ing, that he was one of those slaves of stupidity, the Syrians. He therefore 
advised him to retire, for that he was in the presence of his superior. 

Piqued by this retort, the Syrian condescended to a recital of his exploits* 
and Malek Ashtur did not forbear to acknowledge, that indeed his fame 
had acquired sufficient celebrity. It was only to be lamenteck that such 
exalted renown was to be seen enrolled among those schismatics, who 
dared to raise the hand of rebellion agaiiisttheir just and legitimate /ffiaum. 

To this, Abdullah objected, whether it could be denied that, during the 
days of the prophet, Mauweiah had exercised the sacred office of recording 
the effusions of divine inspiration. The truth of which was readil;^ 
admitted, Malek Ashtur adding, nevertheless, that this was a trust to 
which lie had only forfeited his claim, when on an occasion' of dilatorliicss 
in attending to the prophet's summons, he could petulantly require that 
he might at least be allowed as much time to himself, as was sufficient to 
satisfy the calls of hunger. He was proceeding as a contrast to the failings 
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il.H.XXXVI. of Mauweiab, to enlarge on the singular virtues of Ally, when Abdullah 
A. D. 657. interrupted him, by freely subscribing to the truth of all he could advance 
Rouzut on that subject ; he only begged to remark, that with respect to himself, 
U8suff]&. there was one important circumstance which might perhaps be allowed to 
supersede all other considerations ; he possessed at Damascus in specie 
and effects, property to the amount of two hundred thousand dirhems,* 
exclusive of a numerous and beloved family. He now declared, however, 
that, although his engagements precluded his bearing arms against Mau- 
weiah, he should for the present decline a contest with the determined 
friend of his rival. And to confirm his assertion, accordingly withdrew. 

This did not escape the observation of AbCkl Ohr, to whom it immedi- 
ately occurred, that he had suffered himself to be overreached by the address 
of Ashtur ; he therefore dispatched one of his horsemen, to repeat to him 
such arguments as he thought likely to reanimate his vindictive passions ; 
and the pride of Abdullah being accordingly stimulated afresh, he returned 
towards Malek Ashtur, and announced to him, that all animosities between 
them must be immediately terminated by the sword. A fierce and tedious 
combat ensued ; in which, after considerable exertion of courage and 
strength, victory declared at last for Malek Ashtur, who passed his spear 
through the breast of his antagonist. The elder brother of Abdullah, who 
advanced to avenge the death of his relative, and another Syrian warrior 
encouraged to enter the lists with Ashtur, were successively destined to 
yield to the superior prowess of this intrepid chieftain. A third Abdullah, 
the son of Mfiterruf, next approached to tempt his fate, but being recog- 
nized by his opponent, the latter demanded what could be his motive to 
disregard the obligations of hospitality which subsisted between them ? 
The son of Mhterruf acknowledged the existence of such an obligation, 
and as a proof that he considered it inviolable, declined the contest. He 
had accordingly turned away to rejoin his associates in the line of battle, 
when to the surprise of those who beheld him, Malek Ashtur deliberately 
struck off his head, exclaiming when thou hast done evil, beware of all 
^ around thee.” And to Zeiaud, who naturally requested an explanation 
of this extraordinary act of perfidy, he alleged that it was no more than a 
measure of just retaliation ; for this same person at the battle of the camel, 
being about to engage with Kaussem the nephew of Zeid the son of Sujan, 
tgld him, that, as the friend of his father, he could not but request that ho 
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would withdraw'; and the unfortunate youth, retiring without au8picion» A.H.XXXlrf« 
* received his mortal wound from the hand of the traitor* A, D. 657* 

Maiek Ashtur having given one further proof of superior prowess, Rouzut 
intimation was now conveyed to him from Abttl Ohr, that as there were a aiwfflL' 
thousand, such as those who had already afforded him some experience of 
valour and skill, yet iu reserve within the ranks of his army, any further 
exhibitions of individual gallantry could only serve to protract the final 
decision of the contest. He therefore proposed that the action should 
immediately become general. This Maiek Ashtur no longer declined, 
and he accordingly directed his army to close in all points with the enemy. 

In the heat of the battle he requested that his companions in arms would 
point him out the adverse general, that he might have an opportunity of 
surveying the man whom Mauweiah thought worthy of so many distin- 
guished honors. AbUl Ofir, mounted on a grey horse, had at this moment 
taken his station on an opposite rising ground, and the attention of Maiek 
Ashtur was directed towards him as the person for whom he sought. 

Having already repeatedly failed in his endeavours to provoke him to a 
personal conflict, he determined, as a last attempt, to employ a distinguished 
soldier of the name of Senaun, once more to convey to him the defiance of 
Maiek Ashtur. Ahid 06r persisted in declining the invitation, and 
charged the messenger to inform his general, that the man whose folly or 
disloyalty could influence him first to caluminate, and then to murder his 
sovereign, was not on a par with the general of Mauweiah ; neither should 
he descend to combat with such an inferior. Being thus compelled to 
relinquish the object, which, for some time, appears to have engrossed a 
considerable part of his attention, Maiek Ashtur committed the event to 
the combined effort of his soldiers. The battle continued through the day 
without apparent advantage to either army ; but under cover of the night* 
that of Ahul O^rdrew oif with some precipitation to join the main body 
under Mauweiah ; the general advancing as his reason for quitting the field 
to the enemy, that he conceived his master’s interests best promoted, by 
retreating before he should have suffered the ignominy of a disgraceful 
defeat : for which he received the applause of Mauweiah, who shortly 
afterwards set the whole of his troops in motion towards the Euphrates ; 
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A.H.XXXVl. Ab61 0(ir being again detached in advance, in order to chuse such a situ- 
A. D. 657. ation as might be convenient for the encampment of the army. After a 
Rouzut careful survey, the plains of SeiFeine, in former ages covered with superb 
agyuS'^. structures, the monuments of Grecian or Roman grandeur, were fixed 
upon for the purpose : and as it possessed the important advantage of com- 
manding to a considerable distance the only access to the waters of the 
Euphrates, Abhl Our was also stationed with ten thousand men to guard 
the communication, with instructions to cut oil' all supply of that 
most necessary elenuuit from the troops of Ally. 

Mauweiah had not long placed his army in this advantageous position, 
when Ally approached and pitched his camp in the same neighbourhood ; 
and the followers of the army proceeding towards the channel of the 
Euphrates for a supply of water, found themselves completely intercepted 
by the force under Ab61 06r, and returned, with no small disappointment* 
to communicate this unwelcome piece of information to their chiefs. 
Under such circumstances, Ally was reduced to the necessity of employing 
a deputation to Mauweiah, in order to persuade him, if possible, to 
relinquish an advantage which appeared so inconsistent between 
kindred, though at present hostile tribes ; and which, in fact, as he wished 
to represent the matter, could have but little influence in adjusting the 
dispute, which, from (quarters so remote, they had drawn their armies 
together to decide ; he recommeiidod to him to withdiaw the obstacle, op 
be responsible for the slaughter wdiich must immediately ensue ; at the 
same time, assuring him that had it fallen to his lot to be possessed of 
such an advantage, the communication with the river should have been 
equally free to both armies. An assertion in the sincerity of w hich, how- 
ever questionable the policy of such a concession, the acknowledged 
magnanimity of Ally, as evinced in a variety of instances, will entitle him 
to full credit. The subject of this message was communicated by Mau- 
weiah to his courtiers, the majority of whom maintained that the advan- 
tage which they had so fairly anticipated, was not to be inconsiderately 
- abandoned. That the adversaries to whom they were opposed included a 

great proportion of Othman's murderers. That the measure which true 
policy called on Mauweiah to pursue on this occasion, was not less piudent 
than just, in retaliating upon the oppressors of that injured prince, the 
miseries to which he had been exposed, when, during so many days in 
which they held him besieged in his palace, they refused him the smallest 
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fiuppiy* of the same necessary element. Independently of these consider- A.RXXXVl^ 
etioiis, it was urged moreover, that should Ally, by the means which they A. D. 657. 
thus cariicstly recommended, be compelled to decamp in search of a Ito\i2ut 
situation more commodious, it could not be considered as much inferior .1 

to the disgrace of a defeat. 

To all this, however, a person no less considerable than the experienced 
and politic Amrh s.gniHcd his decided dissent; remarking, that it was 
absurd to imagine, that, with the warlike legions of Irak at his heels, and 
the stream of the Euphrates before their eyes. Ally would suffer his army 
to p(’rish of thirst, 'fhat they came to contend for the honors of the 
Khclaufut, not forlhe paltry consideration of a skin of water. After much 
further debate, at the close of which, Wulleid the son of Aukkebali, not 
satisfied with declaring his opinion, that the approach to the Euphrates 
should continue to be shut up against Ally and his followers, but further 
expressing his hope, that on the 'day of general retribution they w'ould 
finil themselves equally interdicted from the fountain of eternal bliss; 

Saussa the son of Sonjan, the person deputed by Ally on this occasion, 
with more warmth than prudence interrupted, to remind him of the 
degradation which he had suffered from Othmany for having dared to per- 
form tlui fuiiclioiis of the Iniaumut when in a state of brutal intoxication ; 
and that such reprobate and abandoned hypocrites as himself were far 
more likely to be the objects of divine retribution, than the insulted 
Ally, and the associates of his righteous cause. Enraged at observations 
so inteiu])erate, the attendants of Mauweiah drew their swords, and would 
have fallen upon the author, had not their master interposed his commands 
to respect tlie character w'hich he bore; not reflecting, observes the histor- 
ian, that while he discoiiiiteiiaiiced an act of violence against his ambassa- 
dor, he felt no scruple in arming thousands against the life of the rightful 
jiriiice of the believers, and the legitimate successor of the messenger of 
(lod. He was then dismissed with the reply, that Mauweiab was resolved 
not to forego what he considered to be the earnest of future victory. 

Although it is not easy to conceive that such an application should have 
terminated in any other result, the failure is said to have occasioned to 
Ally eonsulFrable vexation and perplexity ; perhaps not a little aggravated 
by the reflection that he had by some means or other sulfered himself to 
be so completely and unaccountably out generaled b^ his adversary. At 
any rate the necessities of the army became so urgent as to surpass further 



A.H.XXXVT. endurance, no pait of the river being accessible to them, hot at the dis* 
:a. D. 657. tance of two Farsangs, nor 'water procurable under the price of three 
Rouzut dirhems* for a leathern bottle. These distresses were represented to their 
umnSL prince by Malck Ashtur and Aishauth the son of Keyss, who requested 
that they might be allowed with their swords to open the communication; 
which they engaged to accomplish, or die in the attempt. Having 
obtained the concurrence of Ally, the two chieftains caused it to be pro- 
claimed throughout the encampment, that the rightful Imaum had sancti- 
oned an attack upon the enemy, provided they did not yield a free passage 
to the river.. In less than an hour upwards of ten thousand men had 
flocked to the standard of Aishauth, and an equal number to the tent of 
Malck Ashtur. After disposing of them in convenient order, the two 
chieftains conducted their troops towards the watering place ; Malek Ashtur, 
in animating langiicage, directing the foot to advance within the distance of 
a spear’s length in front of the cavalry, which followed slowly in their rear, 
until they approached the channel of the Euphrates. When the moment of 
attack drew near, Malek Ashtur and his collegiie presented themselves 
bare headed to the enemy, whom they warned aloud to save themselves 
by quitting the banks of the river, or be the accomplices in their own 
destruction. Abilil Our replied on the other hand, that their object was 
not of such easy attainment ; a little patience, and they should learn to 
estimate the force of those warriors who were prepared to receive them. 
On which Malek Ashtur at the bead of the cavalry, and Aishauth at that 
of the foot, immediately closed with the enemy. 

A person who attended by the side of Malek Ashtur during this action, 
subsequently related, that seeing him nearly exhausted with thirst and 
exertion, he begged the fainting warrior to accept of a draught of water ; 
which he declined, generously averring, that until his associates had allayed 
their sufferings, he scorned to avail himself of any personal indulgence ; 
and, at the same instant, being assailed by the enemy, he .rushed among 
them, and laid seven of their bravest soldiers in the dust. The thirst of 
Ashtur and his troops being, however, rendered at last intolerable by the 
heat of the weather, he directed all such as were furnished with mushuks, 
nr leather water bags, to follow him through the opening which he should 

^ About sixteen-pence balf-penn j. 
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malie in the ranis of the enemyr without quitting his until they AJtXXXVX. 

should have filled all the vessels. Which having said, he again th)new*Uni- A^D.S&f. 
self upon the troops of Abfil Ofir, and piercing their line, jutade^gopd his Ronut 
way to the river, where he took post, while his followers were ediployeli juiufil. 
in supplying themselves with water. The conflict now raged with aug- 
mented fury in the bed of the Euphrates, until perceiving his troops evi- 
dently giving way before the impetuosity of their assailants, and being 
already beaten from the post which he had been stationed to defend, Abfil 
Our dispatched a message to Mauweiah to apprize him of bis situation. 

The governor of Damascus, mortified by the check to which his troops had 
been thus exposed, immediately sent Amrfi with three thousand horse^ 
either to sustain or cover the retreat of his general. Malek Ashtur no 
sooner descried the approach of Amrfi, and recognized his person, than he 
cxultingly congratulated his followers on the victory which was about to 
crown their efl'orts in the cause of truth and justice, against the advocates of 
error and impiety : and covering himself with his shield, he uiged his* 
courser with irresistible impetuosity towards Amrfi, who eluded the fury 
of his assailant by retiring within the ranks of the Syrians. His arrival 
therefore, so far from retrieving the disgrace of his party, appears on the 
other band to have rendered the advantage of their opponents the more 
signal and decisive. The Syrians were put to the sword in great numbers,, 
many were drowned in the Euphrates ; while the remainder fled for refuge 
to the camp of Mauweiah. The troops of Ally, on their part, establishing 
thpiiiselvcK in quiet possession of the wateri^place, and of the approacbea 
to the river, from which they liad thus successfully dislodged the enemy. . 

Smarting under the reproaches with which Aiurfidid not fail to load him 
on the occasion, Mauweiah found himself now reduced to the necessity of 
ppplying to his rival for that indulgence, which, in similar circumstances,, 
lie had been so recently induced to withhold. For this purpose he selected 
twelve of the most distinguished individuals of his party, who received hifu 
instructions to repair to the camp of Ally, to solicit his concurrence to a 
flee communication with the Euphrates ; to which, with a liberality of dis- 
position so congenial to his general character, that prince readily sub- 
scribe^; desiring the deputies to make known to their employer, that with 
respect to the fullest supply of either liis people or their cattle, they should 
cm bis part experience neither obstruction nor molestation. This 
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A.H.XXXVI. instance of extraordinary magnanimity when contrasted with the pfece- 
A. D. 6j 7. dent exhibited in the conduct of Mauweiaii, made a deep impression oft 
Bouzut the minds of some of the delegates ; and one of thoiti in particular, a chief 

miuffS. belonging to the clientage of Ab6l Ofir, immediately embraced the oppor- 

tunity of enrolling himself among the most zealous of Ally’s adherents. 
Neither does there appear to have arisen on this head any further inter- 
tuptinn ; the troops and followers of either army passing and repassing to 
the Euphrates, from thence forward) with equal conhdence and freedom of 
intercourse. 

At the expiration of about Seven days after the affair of the Euphrates, 
tiotvvithstanding, Mauweiah proposed to his followers, to employ a detach- 
ment on the road leading towards Irak, in order to intercept the supplies 
of provision, which the people were conveying from that quarter to the 
camp of Ally. In this he 'again experienced the decided opposition of 
AmrA) who reprobated the measure, as a miserable expedient, calculated 
to produce the same disgraceful issue as that which they had so recently 
been condemned to witness. Mauweiah contended however, on the other 
hand, that it would be accompanied with extreme danger to attack Aliy 
upon any director obvious plan of hostilities, supported as he was by a 
great majority of the coexiles and coadjutors of the prophet, and the 
noblest of the disciples of the Kordn ; to combat therefore openly with 
such nieii) was to expose themselves to the certainty of defeat, while, by 
cutting off their supplies, as he proposed to do, the pressure of scarcity 
and hunger must ultimately produce the ordinary results of discontent and 
diminution, if not of the total dispersion of his forces. AmrA persisted, 
nevertheless) in his endeavour to dissuade him from his design, as an use- 
less exposure of his people to destruction, by the superior force, which, 
on the first intelligence, it would beat the discretion of Ally to direct 
against them. Having, at all events, determined to carry his plan into 
immediate execution, Mauweiah ordered Abdurraihman the son of Klialed 
to proceed without delay, and possess himself of the approaches from the 
countries on the lower Tigris and Euphrates. 

From the son of KhAled, however, he received, if true, no very flattering 
proof of the obedience which should have animated the chieftains, who 
followed his standard. He was taxed by this warrior with his gross parti- 
ality in selecting him for the post of danger, while the fairest portion of his 
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Syrian domain was reserved for the enjoyment of his favorites. For his A.tt.XXXVT. 
own pnrt, the eause wliich he had unfortunately espoused had not hitherto A* ■ 
produced fur him the slightest circumstance of worldly advantage ; and Rouzut 
he much feared that on a future awrful day, the question which he should 
be called on to answer, would not be, why he had not avenged the 
blood of Othman, but wherefore he had chosen Mauweiah in pre- 
ference to the son Abutaulcb? This instance of refractory spirit, at 
which he Was not a little displeased, compelled Mauweiah to transfer the 
charge to Zohauk the son of Keyss, who accordingly hastened with one 
thousand horse to occupy the roads from the Chaldean territory. As it had 
been foreseen, the people employed in conveying dates, butter, and oil, 
articles of the first necessity with the Arabians, to the camp of Ally, were 
vt ry generally intercepted, and required to take their supplies to that of 
Mauw^eiah, where they were assured of finding a most profitable market. 

The men of the caravan positively refused to furnish supplies to the ene- 
mies of Ally, though the profit of a dinaur on every dirhem were to be 
their rt^com pence. Upon which they were, of course, seized with all their 
property, and conducted to Mauweiah. One of them, nevertheless, watch- 
ing an opportunity, effected his escape to the army of the Khalif, to whom 
he communicated the particulars of what had befallen his convoy. 

The fugitive, in reply to the inquiries of Ally, had desciibed the comman* 
iler of the division of the enemy by whom be was intercepted, as being of 
great stature, with full connected eyebrows and distended nostrils, and a 
scar upon bis check ; and the Khalif seems from this picture to have imme- 
diately recognized the pers()ii of Zohauk, of whose presumption and 
annoyance he demanded, which of his brave associates would next under- 
take to rid the army. Zcheir the son of, most probably, another Keyss, 
though not unlikely in such a contest, that one brother should be frequently 
opposed to another, very cheerfully proposed himself for the service ; and * 

With not more than five hundred men, if our authority is worthy of credit, 
attacked and defeated Zohauk, and compelled him, with considerable loss, 
to rejoin the camp of Mauweiah. This discomfiture appears to have 
afforded to Anirh a fresh occasion, w'hichhe did not neglect, of reproaching 
his general with the narrowness of that system which seemed to form 
the basis of all his designs; but in this respect, unless some stronger argu- 
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A.l^XXVI. mentythan that of mutual forbearance, wasalleged in support of bis opiniona 
A.D. 657. by AmrA, most men will probably feel disposed to think very differently 
^ Rouzut from him on such an occasion- These apparent advantages could not, 
VMufiil. however, prevent Ally from repeating his overtures to Mauweiah, once 
more inviting him, on friendly terms, to submit to his authority. But, 
relying on the attachment and superior force of an army now augmented 
to one hundred and sixty thousand fighting men, all advances of such a 
nature were henceforward rejected with greater pertinacity and haughtii 
ness than ever, by the governor of Damascus. 
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CHAP. VIII. 

T O avoid the frequent contradictions and interminable prolixity, witU 
which the occurrences of the war of Heffeme have been related by a 
variety of historians, the author of the Kouzut ussuflh professes to have 
accommodated his readers with a translation from the chronicle of AbA 
Hancifah of Daiiiur, as reducing the record of those events within some 
reasonable compass, at the same thne that the work in question appeared 
to have established the strongest claims to the belief of the orientals. The 
narrative continues to exlubit, notwithstanding, even to a disposition not 
more than ordinarily fastidious, a multiplicity of individual exploits so 
formidably circumstantial, and, at this distance of time at least, so void of 
interest, t!ia% wiih many we should perhaps be rather commended than 
blamed, in omitting tliem altogether. But as there may be others, never- 
theless, to w lioiii sueh details may not be always irksome, we have been 
iiiduei.d to cireumscribe such as appear in any degree worthy of recital, 

W'itliiii the limits c»f a separate chapter; to be either perused, or as might 
probably liapjieii wiilioiii considerable injury to his store of mfonnation, 
entircK rejected at the <liscrelion of the reader. A.H.XXXVII* ' 

Duniig the pj-riod <if three months,* comprizing the first and second Rabbeia the 
Rabln id, ami first .Inmmiuidy, which were consumed in insincere and 
fnutless attempts to ncgoci.itc an adjustment of differences, the contending 
armies are stated to have been ilrawii out in the presence of each other in the ist, 
order of haitb-, not less than eighty-five different times, and as often pre- A. O.iisr. 
vented fnnn < ngagmg, liy the iiitennediation of the well disposed on either 
side. IJiit when the first mouth of Jummaudy was expired. Ally caused ubbufii. 

• In the KhoLttssftuI akhbaur, we find it btaied that Ally and his rival appeared on the 
'plains oi befieaie, in ihc last nionili of the year XXXVI, corresponding with June, A. Dt 
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A.H.XXXVII. it to \)0 announced to his competitor, that he should give him battle the 
A. 1). 657. ensuing day. Accordingly, from the first day of the second Juminaudy* 
Houzut of the year thirty-seven, a series of conflicts, more or less severe, diiirriiilly 

■ssuft'd. took place, until the appearance of the new moon of the su(*ceeding munrh 

of Rudjiib, when hostilities mutually ceased ; it being one of those months, 
during which, even in the obscure period of infidelity, the Arifbian tubes 
considered it unlawful to molest each other. 

While affairs were in this posture, two distinguished Mahommedaiis 
of the name of Abhdcrda and Abfl Imauma respectivt'ly, and both 
attached to the cause of Mauweiah, C( mid not forhtar ritjuiring of the 
latter, since there could be no just dispute of Ally’s superior pretensions 
to the throne of the Khalifs, to furnish them with some consistent ground 
of justification for their conduct in drawing their swords against him. To 
this he replied, that they possessed a very competent plea, in the guilt of 
Othman’s blood. But when they further demanded, uhether that unfor- 
tunate prince had fallen immediately by the band of Ally, or remotely by 
the hand of another, he alleged, that at any rate he protected the murder- 
ers ; wh -m, notwitlistandiiig, if he consented to deliver up, he, Mauweiuh^ 
among all the Syrians would be the first to acknowledge his aulhoriiv. 
With these stipulations on the part of Mauweiah, the two chiefs were 
accordingly authorized to proceed to the camp of Ally ; w'here, however, 
the nature of their mission was no sooner made public, than they found 
themselves beset on their arrival, by the best part of the army, to the iium- 
her of twenty thousand men, loudly procldiming that they were, all of 
them, the destroyers of Qthman. From which it was not diflicult to 
perceive that it must be little less than imi)raciicable to produce the surreiu 
der of such a multitude with arms in their hands; and the delegates there^ 
fore thought it convenient to withdraw from the encampment, without 
persisting in a hopeless errand. For some reasons or other, from a prudent 
recollection, according to our author, that there w'as safety iii seclusion, 
they however immediately forsook the cause of Mauweiah, and apfJK 3 ared 
no further engaged in the war of Setfeine. 

Impatient at the delay of his envoys, or at some other circumstance not 
explained, Mauweiah determined to repeat the overture, with, however, 


*From the 13 th of November to the 12th of December, A. D. 657* 



one very material alteration ; namely, that if Ally would Agree to the sur- A.H.XXXVII. 
'reiidcrof the obnoxious party, Mau weiah was willing to submit the question A. D« 
of the Kliplanfut to a comuiittee of electors, in imitation of the precedent Rciuzut 

which had been esLablislied on the demise of Omar. This proposal, it UMufll. 

fell to the lot of Jcih the sou of Mdsellamah to cominuiiicate to Ally, but 
being saluted wirli the execration of that prince, he abruptly withdrew ; 
leaving him an uu^iy assurance, that the period was at hand, when his 
feelings would piobably be put to a much severer trial than what bad 
then appeared to excite such unnecessary resentment. Another of the 
deputies employed on the occasion, professing that he was not aware of 
any adequate motive, eiilier of prudence or policy, which could reasonably 
iudueiice the conduct of Ally, in refusing to deliver up the executioners 
of the late Khalif nabe disposal of Mauwciah ; be very explicitly declared 
that, ill demanding the surrender of so many thousands of the bravest 
soldiers in his army, they seemed to have forgotten that they had required 
what was out of his power to perforin. And with this reply the deputies 
returned to their general. 

Tlie suspension ot hostilities continued, nevertheless, if we may rely on A.H.XXXVin* 
the statements of our original, from the first day of Uudjub to the last of Moluirrim 
Mohurrmi of the succeeding year, a period of seven months unmarked by 
a single act of bloodshed between the contending armies. At the expira. 
tion of this period, on the last day of Mobiirrim after sunset. Ally dis- 
patched a person to announce in the camp of liis ailversaries, that he had 
fulfilled his duty in abstaining from hostilities during the whole of the 
months prescribed by the law, and the usages of his country ; and that on 
bis part, no exertion had been spared to reclaim them from their errors, 
lie now, therefore, for the last time, admonisheal them to return to their 
cliKy, with this solemn assurance, that the God of armies could never 
befriend the cause of treason and rebellion. 

The night prcceiling the first day of SufTur* was, of course, anxiously 
employed in preparations for the impending conflict, and when morning 
appeared. Ally disposed his troops in order of battle. The whole of the 
cavalry he placed under the orders of the venerable Aurner the son of 
Yausscr, at this period upwards of ninety : his infantry under those of AbduU 
bill Mo/zeyl. Aishaiith the son of Iveyss conducted the riglit, and 
Abdullah Abbas the left wing. These were, according to the llubeiU 
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® 8th of July, A. D, 658. 
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A.H.XXXV1I1, uisoyri further lubdivided into seven bodies, under the subordinate 
A. D. directions of Malek Ashtur, (for whom, from preceding statements, we were 
"ItousuT' prepared to form far higher expectations) of Hidjer the son of Auddy, 
UMuD'St Sheitli the son of Rebbeia, of Kh&led the son of Mhammer, Zeiaud the son 
of Nausscr, of Saueid the son Keyss, andKeyss the son of Saud Ebbaudah. 
The great standard was consigned to the care of Haushem the son of 
Auttebah Wokauss. On the other hand, the lieutenant of Damascus 
committed his cavalry to the discretion of the experienced Amri^, or, 
according to others, to that of Abdullah the son of Amrh. Mosslem the 
sou of Aukkehah <lirected the infantry. Obaidullah the son of the Khalif 
Omar appeared at the head of his right, and Jeib the son of Mftsellamah at 
that of the left wing, llis army was otherwise disposed, like that of his 
antagonist, into seven subordinate divisions, subject to the orders of the 
same nuinher of his captains, whose names it would be here unno<‘cssary to 
recite, ills principal standard, notwithstanding ^»hat formerly passed 
between tiicm, was committed to Abdiirraihman the son of K hilled. 

Before lie led them into action. Ally is represented to have addressed his 
soldiers totlic following effect. After com|)aring the cause in which they 
were engaged, to the ark of Noah, in which, all who emburked were saved 
from perdition, w'liile those who declined were precipitated into tin? abyss ; 
be cnoouiaged them, by the assurance of a pariieipaiion in the joys of 
h('av(‘ii with Malioiiimed and the saints, to divest themselves of any 
inelaiicholy impressions, which the prospect of the approaching eiuifbct 
might have produced in tlieir minds ; he recommended to them to addn ss 
their vows and supplications to the tlirone of Oiniiipotence for support and 
victory ; to advance with steadiness and circumspection to meet the enemy, 
and with an honorable determination never to incur the ignominious impu- 
tation ot having fled bttore him; he positively jiiterdicted them, notwith- 
alanding, from the commissitiii ofany Iv'Stility, until provoked by aggression ; 
from coiuinumg the slaughter when their adversaries should have taken to 
flight, and from striking at any part of the body which might be naked or 
expfiKcd. In short, fiom inflicting the stroke of death in any case, but 
where their own lives were in jeopardy, and from offering to molest or 
insult the weaker sex, under any circumstance of provocation wliatever. 
He lastly desired them to rejoice in the reincmberaiice of the advantages 
with which they had been already distinguished by an all gracious Creator ; 
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to console themselves with the reflection, that they were associated in the A.H.XXXVI1I, 
destiny of their prophet’s nearest relative ; and most seriously to consider A. P/658. 
the shameful dereliction of their duty, in the contest to which he was about Roiizut 
to lead them, as the assured pledge of indelible infamy in this world, and lusuffA. 
of eternal punishment in the next. At the close of his address, he accord-i 
ingly proceeded to the field of battle, accompanied by his sons, by his 
couzin Abdullah Abbas, and his nephew Abdullah the son of Jauffer, 
together with many others of the most distinguished of those who survived 
of the associates, and protectors of the prophet’s exile. 

The operations of the first day were, however, early terminated by an 
occurrence, of which, the records of civil war will, perhaps, not unfre- 
queiitly furnish an example. While the armies were in aweful silence 
expecting the signal to engage, a person of the name of Khedjel the son 
of Atliaul, presented himself before the ranks of Ally’s line of battle, and 
challenged the followers of Mauweiah to the test of superior prowess in 
single combat. The proposal was speedily accepted by one who proved 
to be the parent of the challenger ; but as their countenances were mutally 
concealed by their visors, the combatants, who were on horseback, had 
fought for a considerable time with equal advantage, when it was agreed to 
dismount, and decide the matter on foot. Happening, nevertheless, to 
put off their helmets, the father and son recognized each other, embraced, 
and immediately rejoined their respective parties without further contest. 

The armies, with some degree of horror, perhaps, for the result with which 
such an unnatural conflict might have been attended, quietly withdrew to 
their tents. 

On the morning of the ensuing day, when the armies were again 
arranged for battle, the intermediate space was occupied by Auttebah the 
son of Abi Sofi'eyan, the brotlier of Mauweiah. In boastful and insulting 
language, he called on Jaudah the son of Hobeirah, the sister’s son of 
Ally, to meet him in the trial of arms. The challenge was readily accepted ; 
but in the contest which ensued, the strength, courage, and skill of the 
combatants appear to have been so equally balanced, that, although irritated 
to a degree of fury by mutual invective, they agreed to separate, in order 
to conduct their friends and followers to decide the victory ; which, on • 
renewing the struggle, declared in favor of the nephew of Ally, his antag- 
onist being ultimately compelled to leave him in possession of the field* 
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A.H.XXXVIIT. But to describe severally the multiplied exhibitions of individual prowess^ 
A. D. 658. wliicii touk place during the whole of this protiacted campaign, and in the 
Rouzut tedious uniformity of terms in which they are to he found in the narrative, 
tuiuffii. would exhaust the patienceof the most indefatigable. It will therefore be our 

object henceforward, as far as possible, to confine ourselves to those actions 
only, in vihich the hero of the piece, and the most distinguished of his 
parly, were personally and exclusively engaged. 

The battle of the third day was signalized by an attempt against the 
person of Ally, on the pjtrt of llurreith the favorite freedinan of Mauvveiah. 
Notwithstanding the most earnest dissuasions of his patron against an 
undertaking of so much hazard, this mansiiflered himself to he blinded by 
the insinuations of Amr(i, that the cautions of Mauweiah arose from a 
secret compunction, lest an uncle's son should fall by the hand of one of 
bis own immediate dependents ; and thus infatuated, he rushed to meet his 
doom, clad iii the armour, and mounted on the horse of his master. His 
career w-as however of short duration. Having audaciously defied the 
force of Ally's arm, that prince hastened to receive him, nothing loath, and 
with a single stroke of his scimitar, at onCe put an end to his life 
and ambition, for he had flattered himself, that the government of 
Tiberias in Palestine, would have been the reward of success. Mau- 
wciali is stated to have suffered the keenest regret from the fate of 
this person, whom next to Abdunaihnian the s«‘ii of Khaled, he acknow- 
ledged to possess (he highest share of his confidence ; and he did iH)t fail 
to reproach Amrfk with the influence which he had so officiously exerted 
in bringing it to pass. AriirCt remarked that it was useless to rail at what 
had happened ; that in the advice which he had ofll red, he was actuated 
by no unworthy motive; but he conceived it just, that those who enjoyed 
the noblest distinctions under his government, sliould be the most conspi- 
cuous in their exertions for its defence : and for a similar reason he sug- 
gested the expediency of calling upon Abdullah the son of MiVssandah ul 
Ferauzy, as the next worthiest to oppose the valour of Ally. Abdullah 
testifying, however, by his silence, that the enterprize was rather beyond 
his ambition, Amrh demanded if he could then reconcile himself to the 
stigma of dishonour ; and the splendid presents of Mauweiah further oper- 
ating to dazzle bis understanding, he also consented to tempt his destiny ; 
and approached Ally, disguised in the armour and habiliments of Mauweiah^ 
But the lightning which gleamed from Ally’s sword awakened such 



S81 

dreadful apprehensions in his mind, that he piteously exclaimed, in the A.H.XXXVllf« 
' utmost trepidation, that he was not Mauweiah; but that he had been com- A* D. 658. 
pelled by him, in that disguise, to expose himself in a conflict with Ally, 

The latter, disdaining a contest with the slave of compulsion, told him, uuuinr 
contemptuously, to retire ; a pennission, of which he was not slow to avail 
himself. Rejoining Mauweiah, he experienced from him those reproaches 
which his pusillanimity appeared to deserve, but to which he seems to 
have put a stop, by coldly demanding, if he felt any regard for his own 
life ; and when Mauweiah acknowledged the affirmative, he rejoined that 
he must then not be surprised if others were influenced by the same fee^” 
ings ; and for his own part he confessed, that he saw nothing very desirable 
in the most princely possessions, if a conflict with Ally was to be the 
price. 

The next whom Amr6 thought flt to recommend as worthy of assailing 
the person of Ally, was Besheir the sTon of Ertaut ; and he was accordingly 
proceeding on this dangerous experiment, when a kinsman interposed by 
every argument of prudence, and inferiority of personal strength and skill, 
to dissuade him from his rash design; he declared, notwithstanding, that 
he was bound to obey the commands of his general, though death itself 
dwelt on the point of Ally’s spear, and perdition in the hilt of his sword. 

Thus bravely resolved, he advanced towards Ally, and hating fortunately 
contrived to elude the first stroke of z61 fckkaur,* that prince enraged at 
the failure, forced him from the saddle and dashed him to the earth, with- 
out however oflering him any further injury. For this instance of forbear- 
ance, one reason which Ally assigned was, that destiny had postponed his 
death ; and that if the person who required the explanation should survive 
long enough, he would probably witness the evils which this miscreant 
was designed to occasion to his injured family; and in the event it will 
be seen that Besheir bore a conspicuous part in the bloody tragedy at 
Kerbela. On the retreat of this person, the Syrian chieftains appear to 
have declined, for the present at any rate, all further individual contest 
with Ally, who accordingly then withdrew to his station in the centre. 

The operations of the day concluded with the conversion to the cause of 


* The name of Ally's double edged sword. 
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A.H.XXXV11I. Ally, of Zeberka’i a distinguished warrior in the service of Nfauweiah ; who 
A. D. 658. had occasionally officiated as almoner to the prophet, and as agent of the 
Rouzut public booty, in the reign of Abu Bukker ; and having been employed 

lusuft'a. during the Syrian war in that of Omar, he had ever since continued 

attached to the destiny of the governors of that province. Finding himself 
unexpectedly opposed to the youthful Imanm Hfksseync, who, by his 
fathers permission, had accepted his challenge, he was seized with a sudden 
compunction at the idea of drawing his sword against one whom he could 
not but remember, as the object of his prophet’s fondest caresses ; and he 
therefore iiitreaied that Husseyne would become his intercessor for forgive- 
ness with his father; to which he was accordingly received without great 
difficulty. The armies retired for the night to their respective encamp- 
ments. 

On one of the succeeding days of this memorable contest, on which it 
was the lot of Aumar Yausser, at the head of the troops of Irak, to bear a 
conspicuous share, Amrd, wdth the choice of the army of Syria, drew out 
to oppose him. Among these latter, there appearing a standard, the colour 
of which was symbolical of the party and principles of the house of Abbas, 
the troops of Ally immediately recognized it as one which had been 
presented with his own hands to Amrti, by the propln't. Such an impres- 
sion Ally conceived it necessary to remove, by asserting that this most 

honorable proof of confidence in superior valour, had been bestowed on 
Amrft, on the express condition, that he should never fly before infidels, 
nor fight against the faithful ; the first of which he had violated before the 
prophet’s death, and of the latter his contempt was sufficiently demon- 
strated by his appearance in arras -against his brethren, on the present 
occasion. Aumar Yausser and Amrft engaged however the whole of this 
day w^ithont claiming the advantage on either side. 

On one of the following days, Abemmer, the mowlai, or eoniidential 
freedman of Abu Soffeyan, and one of the most intrepid warriors of the 
age, came forward, and gave defiance to Ally. Saussah the son of Soujan 
endeavoured to check his presumption, by imprecating the vengeance of 
heaven on the man who employed such a dog as he was, to insult the 
chosen servant of God. Ahernmer called out, notwithstanding, that his 
challenge was directed to Ally, and to no other person ; and that he should 
never (juit that spot without the head of the son of Abitauleb, or the 
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loss of his own. Apprized of his insolent menaees» the Khalif hastened to A.H.XXXVia. 
* inflict the cliastizement which he seemed to provoke, by these arrogant A. D.Sas. 
defiances ; and immediately seizing him by the shoulders, he dashed him koiuuc 
to the earth with such furious violence as to fracture every bone and limb iinufil, 
of his body. Ally resumed his station. Kerreib the son of Abr&hah, of 
the race of Ziyezzen, of hideous visage and gigantic stature, and of whose 
extraordinary strength it is given as a proof, that be could obliterate the 
impressions on a dirrem with his thumbs, was the next who placed himself 
in a posture of defiance, in the presence of Ally’s followers, three * of 
whom had successively fallen by the more than brutal force of his arm; 
when the forbearance of that prince became exhausted, and. he determined 
without further delay to put a period to his triumphs, and avenge the im- 
molation of his brave companions. He accordingly approached, and 
threatening him with the severity of divine wrath which was now at hand, 
he admonished him to avoid it by' an immediate and seasonable recanta- 
tion of his errors. >Vith insolent defiance, Kerreib replied, that with 
the trusty sword which he brandished in his hand, he had laid many such 
as Ally in the dust ; and at the same instant making at him a well directed 
stroke, the Khalif received it on his buckler, and immediately returning it 
witli unerring force and precision, clove him from the crest to the saddle 
bow. 

Ally again withdrew to liis station, directing his son Mahommed by 
Ilaneifah, to remain however on the spot for a short time, in order to 
answer to the demands for v<;rigcance, which were likely to proceed from 
the relatives of the slam. Shortly afterwards, as he had foreseen, an uncle’s 
sou of the fallen warrior, accordingly rode up, and imperiously demanded, 
whither the cavalier who had slaughtered his kinsman had withdrawn 
Ijimself. The sou of Haneifah informed him in reply, that he bad been 
deputed to represent the person whom he sought. A contest ijmmedi- 
atelyt'nsucd ; in which, afier a struggle of some duration and obstinacy, 
the youthful warrior succeeded at last in unhorsing, and bringing hia 
aiitvigonist to the earth ; and in the same manner, not less than eight more 
of ilie kinsmen ttf the deceased were successively compelled to yield to 
the superior valour and martial skill of the gallant son of Haneifah. Of 
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A.H.XXXVnL the latter, it is*said that, ivhen afterwards, questioned by his friends as to 
A. D. 658. the motives which could have actuated his father, in exposing him to such 
Rouzut repeated assaults on this occasion, while he appeared so scrupulous with 
auuaft. respect to his brothers Hussun and H6sseyne ; the generous youth replied, 
that nothing could be more reasonable than that the hands should be em- 
ployed for the defence of the eyes, which, as he explained it, was the 
distinction in which he and his brothers possessed the regard of their 
parent. 

During one of the subsequent days of the war, Abdurraihman the son of 
Khaled, in the usual posture of menace and defiance, presented himself on 
the plain. To his summons cheerfully answered the fearless Malek Ash- 
tur, who with one tremendous stroke of his scimitar, divided his helmet to 
the scull. Stunned by the blow, although no further injured, Abdurraih- 
man rather disgracefully withdrew; and appearing before Mauweiah, freely 
confessed that he felt himself no longer capable of supporting his scheme 
of vengeance against the destroyers of Othman : the fermentation of whose 
blood, as far as he could judge, was not likely to subside, but in the total 
annihilation of those who had undertaken to avenge it. Mauweiah 
observed in reply, that bis ardour for battle seemed lobe very tasily extin- 
guished, since so childish an adventure was sufficient to drive him from the 
field ; he should rather have called to his recollection the cruel insults 
endured by the injured monarch whom they were associated to avenge ; 
and above all to bear in mind, that with the resolute and brave, God was 
always present. To which, with as little reserve, Abdurraihman was 
heard to rejoin, that such remarks might well proceed from Mauweiah 
seated on his couch of state, a remote spectator of the storm, while the 
sword and spear were left entirely to his friends. He now called upon 
him in one instance at least to afford the world a proof of the sincerity of 
his professions ; to disrobe himself of his unmanly silks, and clad in the 
habiliments of a soldier, for once assay the perils of the conflict. 
These severe hints were received by Mauweiah with apparent good 
humour. Calling for his helmet and armour, he proceeded towards the 
embattled front of the enemy, of whom he defied the boldest to enter the 
lists with him, directing his challenge in particular to the tribe of Hamdan. 
This was accepted by Saueid the son of Keyss, the ansaur, who accordingly 
advanced from the ranks of Ally's troops, and discovering the quality and 
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identity of his antagonist, eagerly rushed to engage him; but conceiving A.RXXXVI1L 
* himself unequal to a contest with this, veteran chief, Mauweiah precipi- A. D.658. 
lately withdrew to his lent, speechless with consternation and shame. Rouaut 
After this aboitive exertioa of spirit on the part of Mauweiah, which iwuffilf 
as coming from the pen of an adversary we are not warranted perhaps in 
admitting to our belief without a considerable reserve on the score of inve- 
terate prejudice, MalekAshtur came forward, calling for an opponent in the 
trial of arms. The person who presented himself to accept the challenge, 
appears to have been Obaidullah the son of the Khalif Omar, unconscious 
that he w'as opposed to his uncle. Upon nearer approach, he demanded 
the name of his antagonist, as he should not condescend to measure his 
sword with an inferior. ‘*Men call me Malek the son of H&retb,” 
replied Malek Ashtur ; on which, after a short pause, Obaidullah observed 
that had he previously recognized him for his uncle, he would not have 
been the person to assail him ; at all events, he must intreat his permis- 
sion to retire. Malek Ashtur cautioned him to beware of having it said, 
that the son of Omar had basely shrunk from acontest with his equal. Obai- 
dullah rejoined, that life imported him far more than the clamours of a 
sensless populace ; he should he the rather more gratified in the saying, 

^vd has presei\cd^ than as a lifeless corse, that they should ejaculate, God 
have mercfj upon his wnL In short, that of two alternatives, he would 
rather forfeit the opinion of the world, than imbrue his hands in the blood 
of his relative. Upon this Malek Ashtur permitted him to withdraw, 
admonishing him for the future, not to enter the lists with an opponent, to 
whose person he was a stranger. Rejoicing at his escape, Obaidullah now 
presented himself before Mauweiah, by whom he was desired to account, 
if possible, for the extraordinary sym|Uoms of alarm, of which he did not 
even yet appear sulFicienlly recovered ; for to him it seemed, that in courage 
and personal strength he and Malek Ashtur were much upon a par% To 
this, having received for answer, a demand why he did not himself make 
the experiment, Mauweiah ventured unfortunately to boast, that he hatl 
already met a person not inferior to Ashtur in any respect ; alluding to his 
aukward adventure with Saueid ; Obaidullah again observed, that this was 
very true, but be supposed that be would not presume to deny, that they were 
no sooner about to engage, than lie fled before his antagonist like the fox 
from the assault of the lion. Here Mauweiah swore by his God, that 
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A«H«XXXVIII. when it suited his convenience to meet the eon of Abitauteb himselfi it 
A. D. 6 * 38 . ihould be seen that he would not shun a contest with him. In the midst 
of the altercation, as if fortune whs determined to bring his sincerity to the 
anufitt. test, the ears of Mauweiah were suddenly appalled by the voice of Ally, 
loudly inviting the son of Hinda to spare the effusion of Mahommedan 
blood, by meeting him but for one short instant in a trial of arms ; that if 
he was victorious the world would be his own without a rival; but 'where- 
ever the victory rested, the public, at least, would be relieved from the 
pressure of those cahimiiies with which it had been so long afflicted. Per- 
fectly aware that the speech of A!ly was exclusively addressed to himself, 
Mauweiah preserved, notwiihstandin", the most profound silence ; nor 
could he be prevailed upon to unseal his lips, by either argutnents or 
expostulations; though the son of Omar adjured him to attend to the 
invitations of his rival, as he valued his fame as a warrior, and his character 
as the heir of Abdi Soffeyau ; and to embrace the opportunity of exhibiting 
to the world a glorious pmof, that his pretensions to superior prowess were 
established on the justest foundations. 

Neither the representations ofObaidullah, nor the reiterated calls of Ally 
were, hovvever, capable of producing any im|)rcsslt)u on the behaviour of 
Mauweiah ; he persisted in the most obstinate silence. And Ally i#r- 
ceiving that threats and invitations were equally unavailing, directed bis 
career upon the front of the Syrian army, which after throwing into disor- 
der from right to left, he returned to his station. The remarks of the son of 
Omar were now pointed witli keener severity to the disgraceful apathy of 
Mauw'eiah ; on which he did not forbear to obser\'e, that wdiatcver credit 
they might still have been disposed to give him, (although the result of his 
meeting w'lCh Saucid afforded a tolerable proof that his boasted pretensions 
were little to be depended on) yet the trembling limbs, and livid countenance 
with which he heard the proposals of his more warlike rival, were demon* 
•trations too palpable, not to remove the delusion altogether : and w'hat 
further means he had in reserve for the prosecution of his designs, he must, 
for his own part, confess himself at a loss to conjecture. Much offended 
at this freedom of language on the part of a dependant, Mauweiah desired 
Amrh to notice the remarks with which the s(A of Omar presumed to 
insult his presence; but Amrh declaring himself of a similar opinion, 
that in declining a personal conflict with Ally, he had done wrong. 
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Mauweiah thought fit to observe, that doubtless be also entertained his A.H.XXXTlllf 
•views on the sovereign authority ; otherwise he would have forborne to A* IX 65S4 
urge him to the hazard of a contest, from which he had not yet seen any one i^uzut 
return with life. Amrh solemnly disclaimed all views of this nature, imoffil* 
although peradventure his pretensions might be individually considered 
nut less warrantable than those of some other persons ; but what would be 
the opinion of the world, when it should be known, that on such on occa. 
sion, the haughty and ambitions Mauweiah had so passively endured the 
Uiuntsand provocations of his couzin. To this Mauweiah made no reply, 
but turning the matter off with a smile, betook himself to other consider^ 
ations. 

The author has, however, taken care to provide his readers with an im« 
mediate proof, that his hero was not less an object of terror to the other 
Syrian chieftains, than he was to Mauweiah himself. For having in the 
interim exchanged his armour, and ^thervvise disguised himself. Ally again 
appeared, daring them to the combat. Unconscious of the identity of his 
opponent, Amru ventured to advance a few' steps, and Ally desirous of 
drawing him to a niorticonvenient distance from the protection of his fol- 
lowers, continued to curvet round his person, as if apprehensive of 
approaching u>u near ; which encouraged him to proceed a little further, 
eoncluding that this cautious circumspection, in no shape indicated that 
ardent and iiilrcpid courage, which distinguished the son of Abfttauleb. 

1 le therefore advanced in his career, repeating certain lines which imported 
to the chiefs of the army of Kuhih, and the destroyers of Othinan, that 
speedy discomfiture and havoc, which he was about to carry among them, 
though a lliuusand AbiM llussuns* were numbered in their ranks. Ally 
replied in responsive measure ; and in terms which rather unexpectedly 
announced to Amrn, the antagonist to whom he had so rashly opposed 
himself. V/ithout a moment’s delay or reflection he gave his horse the 
reins, and w'lth whip and spur, urged him to escape within the protection, 
of the Syrian line. Ally pursued with eagerness, and making a well 
intended longo, the point of his lance passed thwnigh the skirt of Amru’s. 
coat of mail, whic#hrought him head foremost to the earth; unfortunately, 

;iot wearing drawers, and his heels in the air, that part of his person 

* Appellation of Ally as the father ofHussun, 
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A.H.XXXVni. became exposed which we shall forbear to particularize. In this situation 
A« D. 658. Ally scorned to do him any further injury, and suffered him to escape 
with the contemptuous remark, that he was never to foi^et the circum- 
enuffl. stance to which he was indebted for life and safety. 

Thus escaped from the jaws of death, Amrh appeared in the presence of 
Mauweiah, with whom a conversation passed, which, though ill suited to 
the gravity of history, has however not been thought unworthy of relation. 
Mauweiah. “ ! give thee credit Amr6 for thy ingenious contrivance, 
** though 1 believe thou wilt Le the first on record that ever escaped the 
sword by so scandalous an exposure. To the day of thy death it there- 
** fore behoves thee to be grateful to those organs, to which alone thy 
safety has been owing. Art thou not ashamed of being thus the accom- 
“plice of thine own infamy?” Amru — ** Put a check to thy loquacity 
Mauweiah, hadst thou been in niy place, thy pride had been completely 
humbled, and thy wives and children, at this moment, widowed and 
fatherless ; when Ally dared thee to the field, did I not see thee pale and 
‘‘deprived of motion ? From a man of thy doubtful courage, these sarcas- 
“ tical remarks on my actions are therefore equally unseasonable and 
“ unbecoming.” Mauweiah, (laughing) — “ Pray how didst thou contrive 
«* to breathe, Amrfi, in a posture so uncouth, with thy legs swinging in the 
air ; I fancy thou wast little aware of the disgrace about to befal thee, 
or thou wouldst surely have provided thyself with a pair of drawers.’* 
Amrfi— “ My conduct is no further singular than that when I perceived 
“ the superior strength of mine enemy, I thought it prudent to retreat.” 
Mauweiah — !“ 1 do not pretend to aver that there is any thing peculiarly 
“ disgraceful in yielding to such as Ally : I only maintain that it was 
“ scandalously so, to make a pair of colour staffs of thy legs, and to expose 
“ thyself so shamefully to him and all the world.” Amrft— “ It cannot 
“surely be surprising, that when he recollected me to be his uncle's son, 
“Ally should have been induced to spare me.” Mauweiah — ^‘•Nay 

“ Amrfi this is too arrogant to be borne, remembering, as I do, the pro- 
“ phet’s declaration, that Ally was of the same de8cej|t with himself, even 
“ to father Adam. Now we all know that the father of Ally was a chief 
of the illustrious race of Hauslrem ; whereas thine was no more than a 
“ common butcher, of the tribe of Koraish.” Amrfi — “ Great God ! 
“ these sarcastic remarks are to me far more intolerable than the paid 
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^‘inflicted by the swords and arrows of the enemy. Had I remained A.axxxvitt. 
“•quietly at home, without invoh’ing myself in thy quarrel, and bartering A. D.Sss. 

“ niy eternal welfare for worldly profit, 1 should never have been destined Rouzat 
“ to listen to sueli speeches, nor have subjected myself to the endurance usiufflU 
“ of all this burden of labour and anxiety/* Such, without embellishmentf 
was the conversation which has been ascribed to these two celebrated men 
on this very ludicrous occasion; and which, as an illustration of manners, 
however deplorably it may fall short of the manly and exalted sentiments 
conveyed in the ingenious fabrications of the illustrious historian of the 
Roman republic, we have ventured to admit into these pages. But as if 
t)ur author were unwilling to part with his reader on such easy terms, he 
insists upon furnishing him with another relation of the meeting betwixt 
Amrfi and Ally ; with w'hom the former hiid pledged himself to hazard a 
personal conflict, as the price of his restoration to the presence of Mau- 
weiah, from which, in consequence of his importunities and the freedom 
of his remarks, he had been punished by an expulsion of some days. The 
result was, however, similar to what has been already described, and 
subjected Amrfi for a long time afterwards to the scorn and derision of 
Mauweiah. 

For two sections further are we compelled to accompany our author^ 
in his tedious and not very interesting descriptions of various individual 
conflicts which took place during this protracted campaign. Among the 
Syrians, one of the most distinguished for hardihood and deeds of blood, 
xvas Gherraur the son of U1 Adehem ; who now repaired to the intermedi- 
ate space mutually assigned by the contending armies for these martial 
exhibitions, and after a boastful recital of liisown exploits, concluded by a 
general defiance to the followers of Ally. Aware of the undaunted cour- 
age and ferocity, which this person was acknowledged to possess, none of 
the Khalifs troo[)sfor some time appeared disposed to enter the lists with 
him ; until as he was parading to and fro, he happened to cast his eyes 
upon Aiaush the son of Kebbeiah the Haushemite, of whom he demanded, 
if he felt so disposed, to try the effect of a career or two with him. Aiaush 
readily acceded to his proposal, on condition that they should each 
dismount; since they might on foot contend with greater security, while it 
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A.H.XXXV111. would not be so easy to elude the stroke of him who possessed the sharpest 
A. D. 658. sword. This was a method to which Gherradr observed that he did not 
Rouzut experience the slightest difficulty in subscribing. They accordingly quiU 
msufTA. ted their horses, and most furiously assailed each other with their scimitars ; 
the adverse hosts resting on their arms the while, to behold the combat. 
Such, however was the impenetrable fabric or temper of their armour, that 
every exertion to strike with effect proved utterly unavailing, until at 
length marking an interstice in the mail of his antagonist, Aiaush watched 
his opportunity, and inflicted so deadly a wound with the united strength 
of both his arms, that Gherraur immediately fell, amidst the tekbeirs and 
loudest plaudits of the friends of Ally, and to the equal confusion and 
sorrow of the adverse party. 

Finding, from those who attended his person, that Aiaush was the suc- 
cessful combatant in the arduous struggle. Ally immediately required his 
presence; not indeed to applaud and reward him as he might perhaps have 
fondly anticipated, but to reprobate his conduct for his presumptuous 
infraction and disobedience of orders, after the injunctions which, equally 
with Abdullah Abbas, had been so strictly laid upon him not to quit his 
station in the line on any pretext whatever. Aiaush endeavoured to vindi- 
cate himself by alleging the reflections to which he would have been 
exposed, if he had declined the invitation of his adversary in the face of 
the whole army. Ally desired him to recollect how much more meritori- 
ous it was to abide by the precepts of his Imauin, or hierarch, than by 
listening to the suggestions of a declared enemy, to involve himself in des- 
truction. Addressing, however, a short prayer to the Almighty, he 
supplicated that his mercy might be extended to Aiaush, and that 
the merit of his exploit might not be rendered totally unavailing. On the 
other hand, Mauweiah apprized of the fate of Gherraur, proposed to. make 
that man the wealthiest among the wealthy, who should avenge him on 
his destroyer. Two warciors of the tribe of Benni Lchim announced that 
they were ready to be the executioners of his vengeance ; and having been 
assured of a reward of twenty thousand dirhems* each, they jointly 
approached the station of Aiaush, whom they dared to the combat. The 
latter apprized them that it was not in his power to engage them without 
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the permission of his general ; to whom» in the mean time, he found means A.H.XXXV1II. 
to report the circumstance. Ally, after affirming with an oath, that it A. D. 6S8. 
appeared to be the determination of Mauweiah that none of the Bcnni Rouzut 
Haushem at least should be suffered to breathe upon earth, commanded his ussuffiL- 
fiiend to dismount and put off his armour: and having given his own to 
Aiaush, he directed him to personate his sovereign, and occupy his station 
until he should return. Mounted on the horse of Aiaush, and clad in his 
armour. Ally proceeded thus disguised to meet the challengers. Suppos- 
ing him to be no other than the warrior whom they sought, they demanded 
if he had obtained the requisite permission; and as his answer implied that 
be was always warranted in attacking the oppressors, and that the cause of 
Ally had the support of Omnipotence, one of them immediately assailed 
him. VV^ith a single sweep of his scimitar, the Khalif severed the upper 
from the lower half of his body ; and such, adds the historian, was the 
keenness and temper of the steel, and the rapidity and precision of the 
stroke, lhat the man thus divided in halves, continued fixed in the saddle; 
the spectators concluding that Ally had missed his blow, until on the 
movement of the horse the tw'o parts of the body, on 0 )>posite sides, fell to 
the ground. 

The hope of golden reward wrought so powerfully, notwithstanding, 
with the survivor that he summoned still sufficient courage to sustain the 
assault of Aliy, so that he was also dispatched to share the fate of his com- 
panion. The destroyer of the Hen ni Lehim became now identified ; and 
Mauweiah bitterly complained that every measure on which he had been 
led to repose any reliance, seemed hitherto destined to terminate in dis- 
appointment and disgrace. To this, in retaliation perhaps for his recent 
sarcastic remarks, Amrft dryly observing, that in this instance unfortu- 
nately the Lchimians and not Mauweiah were the sufferers, the author has 
accominoflatecl his readers with another colloquy between these celebrated 
chieftains. Mauweiah — “ Silence Amrfi, thy remarks are at present 
“ unseasonable.” AnirA — “ I will at least supplicate that they may be 
“received to the mercy of heaven, although on that subject 1 have ample 

reason to despair.” Mauweiah — “ If they shall not find mercy, how 
“ wretched, Amru, will be thy destiny ?” Amrfi— “ Even so, forbad not 
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A*H.XXXV]11. my indiscreet ambition to possess the government of Egypt prevaiied 
A.D. 6’58. “ over every other consideration, my steps would at this moment have 
Houzut “ been directed towards paradise " Mauweiah — “ Never didst thou utter 
« a greater truth. Thy greediness in that point hath so totally blinded thy 
understanding, as to have involved thee in a labyrinth of errors, from 
** which thou wilt not easily extricate thyself. Thou hast indeed proved 
** thyself a wonderful compound of duplicity, ambition, avarice, and art.’> 
Happy had it been for Mauweiah, observes the author in this place, it he 
had not been himself a slave to the very passions and vices of which he 
here so very modestly accuses Amrh ; or if he had been that simple and 
artless character, under the appearance of which onlv, he had contrived to 
impose so egregiously upon the world. Wc are then informed that the 
armies now engaged in general conflict, until the radiant luminary which 
rules the day descondino to the obscure chambers of the evening, con- 
signed them as usual for a short interval of repose to their tents ; neither 
side, as yet, claiming any material advantage over the other. 

In the course of one of the following days, Othman the son of AVaeil, 
whom with his brother Ilainzah,’the historians of this war have agreed to 
place in martial virtue, on a level with the bravest of the age in which 
they lived, and on either of whom, whether at home or in the field of 
battle, Mauweiah reposed his firmest reliance, presented himself ou the 
accustomed space, and demanded an opponent. Aiaiish the son of Keb- 
bciali already noticed aiiove, again cjuitted his station, and obeyed the 
summons. A short conflict gave the victory to the son of Kehbeiah, who, 
with a dexterous sweep of his scimitar, struck off the head of his adversary; 
and llainzah was preparing to avenge the death of his brother, when again wc 
find Ally exchanging his armour for that of x\iaush, and in that disguise 
presenting himself to his assault. A single tremendous stroke of zulfekkaur 
separated one half of the head and shoulders of the illfated warrior from his 
body, to the surprise of the spectators ; who, deceived by the disguise, 
ascribed the glory of the exploit to the bumbler merit of Aiausli. The 
next who presented himself under the same fatal impression to the avenging 
steel of Ally, was Ainrd the son of Aiss, of the tribe of Benni Lehini, also 
reckoned among the bravest of the age in which he livedo As he seemed 
at first disposed to amuse himself by a display of skill in the management 
of his lance, Ally thought fir to remind him that this was a day of serious, 
practice, not of childish amusement ; which, stimulating the ardour of tho 
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^rian, he rushed upon theprophet*8 rightful successor with all the fuiy of A.H.XXXT]|| 
revenge. It was, however, speedily allayed. One unerring sweep of A. D. 658. 
zull'ekkaiir separated the upper portion of his body, which fell clean to the 
earth from the inferior half which remained fixed on the saddle. These lUHtfljl* 
circumstances, however, bear so striking a resemblance to those already 
related in a preceding page, that they may be probably referred to the same 
occurrence, described with a little variation. But such, at any rate^was 
the extraordinary appearance exhibited by the mutilated carcase of the 
Ltdiimian, that it forcibly attracted the attention of AmrCi Auss ; who incon- 
tinently exclaimed, that such a wound could onl^ be inflicted by the arm 
of Ally, and by his alone. Mauweiah, nevertheless, professing to discredit 
the assertion, Amru proposed that he should order a general charge ; adding, 
that if the disguised warrior kept his ground without shrinking, he 
retiuired no other proof oihis identity ; if not, he should 'acknowledge bis 
error. Accordingly the whole coliectfed force of that part of the battle 
iinited in an assault upon the person of Aliy, by whom it was sustained with 
immoveable finimess; nor could he be induced to withdraw until three and 
thirty of the <'nemy had successively fallen by his hand. The loyal and 
intrepid Malek Ashtur then interposed, intreaiVng that he would cease to 
contend any longer with a misguided multitude, whose unhallowed 
attempts he would himself be responsible to chastize. He continued how- 
ever for some time to resist the importunities of bis friend, appealing to the 
example of tlie prophet; who in the battles ofOhud and Honeync, did not 
conceive it beneath him to engage in a personal contest with his enemies ; 
and urging the termination of those ills, which his faithful followers had been 
coin))clled to endure, tlmt would be the unquestionable result, if Mauweiah 
and his associate Amru would meet him hand to hand. 

Suffering himself to be prevailed upon, at last, however, by the rejieatcd 
solicitations of Malek Ashtur, Ally withdrew to his station ; and his intre- 
pid friend now substituted bis own endeavours to provoke Mauweiah to a 
pcrsoiial|contest, which the latter affected to disdain, on the plea that he was 
not his equal. Malek Ashtur next directing his attention to some other prey, 
fixed upon Jundeb the son of Abi Rebbeiah whom he dared to attest his 
prowess. This person had hitherto in vain solicited the hand ofMareiah, one of 
the daughters ofMauweiah ; and being observed to hesitate w ith regard to the 
challenge of M.dek Ashtur, AmrA undertook to engage that the object of 
hia Love and ambition sliould be the reward of a successful contest : a pro»- 
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A.H.XXXVin. pect so flattering to his hopes irresistibly led him to tempt his fate. He 
A. D. 65s. accordingly approached his warlike antagonist, who smiled with contempt- 
Roucut uous ire at the information which he dared to announce, that the h.md 
iMuffil* of the princess of Damascus was to be the price of his head. At the first 
onset Jundeb passed his lance under the arm of his opponent, who retained 
it in that position with a force which all the exertion of the Syrian was 
unable to relax, until it was divided in twain by the sword of that faith- 
ful advocate of the cause of Ally. Thus disarmed of the weapon on which 
beseemed to have rested his chief dependence, Jundeb endeavoured to 
save himself by a sudden flight, but was soon overtaken, and his ambition 
forever appeased by the uuerriug arm of his pursuer. Prosecuting liis 
advantage with an impetuosity which struck terror all around him, the 
Syrians dispersed before Malek Aslitur like a flock of sheep ; and he had 
made his way to the person Manweiah, whom he was preparing to 
rid of his cares forever, wdien a soldier, of the tribe of ilenni .laiumia, inter- 
posed, and yielded his own a sacrifice to save the life of his general. 
Mauweiah rejoicing in the escape, hastily withdrew himself from the scene 
jof danger. 

Among the occurrences which distinguished another of the* days of this 
memorable war, the demeanor of a certain Moliaurck the* son of Abdiirraih- 
man, has been sidected for particular relation in this place. Kntering the 
lists on the part of Mauweiah, this Syrian proclairncil the orflmary chalh rige 
to the troops of Ally, and required an equal combatant. Fatally Ibr him- 
self, Mouraen the son of Abdullah,* of the tribe of Muraiid, bec'ame the 
first to repel the proud defiance ; and falling in the conflict, the ferocious 
Syrian struck oft’ his head, placing it with its lips kissing the dust : then 
stripping the lifeless corse, he barbarously and indecently exposed it in 
that state to the view of both armies. Exulting at this early specimen of 
success, Mohaurok again haughtily measured the field, daring the advcise 
line to a further trial of arms. His appeal was next answered by Mosslein 
the son of Abdurreiah, of the tribe of Ezd, who, as well as tw'o other war- 
riors who generously endeavoured toavenge his death, shared the fate, and 
was condemned to the same brutal and urnnanly exposure with his prt'dc- 
cessor. The arrogance of the Syrian became now above all restraint ; the 
Soldiers of Ally being in truth* more powerfully deterred from a contest 
With him, by an apprehension of the infamous and brutal exposure after 
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tiisatli^ than by the prospect of death itself. This brutal treatment of the A.H.XXXVnb 

slain was probably levelled as an insult to the unsullied purity and honor* A. D. 658. 

able feelings of the son of Abhtaiileb ; whose particular abhorrence of a BousSt 

proceeding so savage could not have been unknown to the enemy* ^^ 01 ^ 

Accordingly the disgraceful circumstance became no sooner known to the 

Klialif, than he hastened to disrobe himself of his* ordinary garb, and in a 

disguise which sufficiently concealed his identity, presented himself to the 

vaunting Syrian. Spurred to his fate by a spirit of presumption, and ignor* 

aiice of the quality of his illustrious opposer, he did not hesitate to attack- 

the person of Ally,, by whose scimitar he was instantly cloven from the 

shoulder to the chine. The Khfdif then dismounting from his horse, 

struck off his head ; but in contrast to the practice of the fallen miscreant,' 

he placed it on the earth face upwards, to the contemplation of heaven. 

In the same manner .seven more of the Syrian warriors, who assailed the 
person of Ally, became the victims ofthtir own rashness, and successively 
shared the fate of their prodeces.sors. 

Observing that matters had taken this serious reverse, th^ love of life was 
not less powerful in ituimidating the Syrians from the hazard of a contest 
with the intrepid unknown, than tlie apprehensions of a scandalous* 
exposure had recently proved in deterring their adversaries : and Mauweiah 
also finding that the same panic had irresistibly seized the bravest of his 
soldiers, called upon one of his slavesof the name of ITarcth, distinguished 
for superior strength and hardihood, to .summori the whole of bis force, in 
order to terminate the mischiefs of which this strange cavalier was the 
occasion; an undertaking,, he added, worthy of his unrivalled prowess. 

‘‘Alas my lord,*' said llareth, “tliough convinced from observation that 
“ the united force of your army uould be insufficient to compel him to 
“ retire ; and though all who make the attempt be doomed to perish, yet 
“since iny life apjx^ars to have no further value in your esteem, and a 
“ refusal on my part might }irodu€e a degree of affliction on yours, I am 
“ prepared to livmee my obedience, though inevitable death bfr the issue... 

“ better I should perish a thousand times, than my lord should suffer a 
“ moment’s uneasiness.” “ God forbid,” replied Mauweiah, “ that I 
“ should consent to thy destruction ; so far from it, that I do not wish thee 
“ the slightest mjur> . Set thy mind at rest, 1 will endeavour to find 8r 
“ remedy in prevailing upon some other to undertake the enterprize.” la 
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this, however, he was rather less fortunate in his research, than his slave 
A. D. 658. was in the exemption : not one in the' whole army appearing disposed to 
Rougut engage in the perilous attempt. Ally no longer at a loss to conjecture 
onttill. the reason, put offhis helmet, and pronounced with a voice of deBuiice 
that he was Abhl Hussun ; and this producing a tumultuous miirmut 
among the Syrians, he disdainfully withdrew ; the sla^'e of Mauvveiah 
exulting in the sagacity which had cnaoled him to csciinate the danger 
from which tlie forbearance of his sovereign had so seasonably contributed 
to rescue him. 

Ill one short section, with a brevity of which cannot often accuse him, 
our annalist proceeds to dispatch the event* of three successive days of 
battle ; the third of wliich was fatal to Obaidullah the son of the Khrdif 
Omar, who fell by a mortal wound from the lancc of Hurreith the son of 
Jauber the llancBte, while conspicuously engaged at tiio head of the 
troops of Mauweiah; although the death of this prince is an honor equally 
contended for by the tribes of Hamdan and Ha^crainow'iit. His fate is at 
<he same time dcf^cribed by the compiler of the Habcib usseyr, with some 
variation of circumstance ; he is represented to have fought this day at the 
bead of two thousand horse, in complete armour ; and previous to the 
wound which occasioned his death, to have called on Imaum Hussun 
who attended his lather V person, as the oifspriiig of the spotless Fatima, 
and the prophet’s grandson, to propose himself for the Kliclaufut; as tlie 
only sure means, from the nature of his pretensions the justice of which 
was equally undisputed by all parties, to put a stop to the eifusiou of 
blood. This measure so repugnant to the sentiments of filial respect and 
affection which animated the bosom of PIiissuii, was immediately rejected 
with scorn and indignation ; subsequent to which, the son of Omar 
received that wound which forever closed his career. 

The twenty sixth day from the recommencement of hostilities was ren- 
dered memorable by the fall of the aged and respectable Aumer Yausser. 
On this occasion the aripies had been led into action before sun rise ; and 
the venerable warrior, now upwards of iiinety-one, was seen to address 
himself with more than ordinary earnestness, and disregard of danger, to 
the business of the day, though dissuaded from an unnecessary exposure 
of his person by the Khalif himself. In one of the repeated cliarges into 
the thickest ranks of the enemy, from wiiich he was not to be restraineejt 
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the only person of eminence recorded to have fallen bv his hand, was a A.H.XXXVin* 
brother ofZOI KuHaa, the Homeirian, who became the victim of his rash- A. D. fe'59. 
noss, in endeavouring to arrest the progress of this veteran chief, itouzut 

Fatigued, however, with exertion beyond the compass of his years, and usguffL 

fainting with thirst, Aumar called for water ; by some accident or other they 
procured him a cup of milk and water, called by the Arabs zabbauh, which he 
no sooner observed, than repeating the tekbeir, and taking a draught of 
the grateful beverage, he related to his attendants a prediction of the pro- 
phet; that he should fall by the hands of rebels ; that he should receive his 
mortal wound in that part of the body which is neither subj<*ct to the 
protection of ihe angel Gabriel, nor of Michael, but betwixt both ; and 
that his death would be at hand when he desired water, and they should 
bring him milk and water ; from all which he assured them that he should 
not survive the day. 

According to others, he desired liis followers to observe the banners 
W'liich floated among the squadrons of Mauweiah ; with these, he said, he 
had on three memorable occasions in the service of his prophet, combated 
the adversaries of the true faith : and yet that the time was come, in which he 
might with a safe conscience assure his soldiers that it was a sacred duty to 
assail those who were associated under the shadow of the same banners. 

For his own part, he was not disposed to conceal from them, that this day 
was destined to be the last of liis life; but for such a circumstance he 
intreated them to be under no concern ; rather to commit his fate to the 
disposal of that benignant being, in whose mercy, the advocates of the 
cause of a just and virtuous prince would find a sure and everlasting 
asylum. So saying, he gave his chargor the lash, and plunged with 
desperate violence into the hottest of the action. After having successively 
charged them, with’a contempt of danger which could not fail to render 
him an object too conspicuous not to attract the attention of the enemy, 
he was at last surrounded by the Syrians ; and one of them, at a moment 
when he was ofi' his guard, transfixed him with a lance below the 
short ribs. Fainting under the knguish of his wound, he yet summoned 
sufficient strength to withdraw to the protection of his own party ; and 
then renewing the draught of milk and water, bore testimony to the truth 
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jI.H.XXXVUI. of the prophet’s prediction, and immediately expired. Information of th* 
A- U. G58. melancholy event was speedily conveyed to Ally ; who hastened to the 
^ Hoiizut pillow of the departed warrior, and placing his head upon his knees, pro- 
■ssuflfi. cecded to lament his fate, in a strain which bespoke his own sorrow and 
the transcendent merit of him whose loss he deplored. He further pro- 
nounced that that man was no true Mahommedan, to whom the death of 
the venerable Aumar was not a serious private affliction ; and having 
implored the mercy of his creator for the departed spirit of his friend, on 
that day when risen from the dust an account of his actions should he 
required of him, he related, as a proof of the intimate friendship which 
subsisted between him and their revered and illustrious prophet, that he 
never observed three persons in company with the latter, to whom Aumar 
did not make a fourth, nor four to whom he did not make the fifth. Not 
once, repeated he, but most frequently had the lamented Aumar secured a 
claim to the mansions of eternal bliss, the gates of which were doubtless 
at this moment thrown open to receive him; while he could undertake to 
announce for his destroyers, as well as for his calumniators, and those who 
had stripped him of his armour, an abode in everlasting misery. From this 
latter circumstance it would, however, appear, that the body of Aumar had 
originally been left on the field of battle ; but being afterwards recovered, 
received the rites of sepulture from the hands of Ally himself, who did not 
fail to do justice to the virtues of his departed friend. 

It is at the same time further related, that the day on which he fell, the 
person of the venerable Aumar Yausser was pointed out to his followers by 
Mauweiah, who promised a purse of dirhems to any one that would bring 
him his head. Soon afterwards, WuJleid the son ofAukkebah, and a certain 
Eben ul Joiin Ussegoony, appeared in his presence with the head of the 
fallen chief, each claiming for himself the merit of having killed him. 
Unable to judge between them, Mauweiah referred them to the derision 
of Abdullah the son of Amrfi. To direct him in his decision, Abdullah 
desired that they would respectively describe the manner in which this 
exploit had been performed. Wullcid aflirmed generally, that he had 
assailed and killed the aged warrior, without stating the pai;ticulars of the 
combat ; on which Abdullah pronounced without hesitation, that he at 
any rate was guiltless of the deed, and turning to Eben Usseggoony, he 
vequired bis statemeDt of the case. This person proceeded accordingly tp 



relate, that his lance having penetrated the armour of Aumar Yaussert the A.H.XXjcVIllj 

'latter was unhorsed in the conflict ; and exclaimed, that he must despair A. D. 668. 

of (loliverance, whose contrition and humiliation was destined to take place Houzut 

in the presence of the two archangels already named. An exclamation, of uiwift. 

which, unless it attested the conviction of the dying chief, that theliour 

of dissolution was too late for repentance, we cannot pretend to explain 

the allusion, in this situation, however, according to the statement of 

Ussegooiiy, Aumar looked incautiously to the right and left, and thus 

afforded an opportunity to strike off his head at a nngle blow; “take thy 

reward'’ said Abdullah, “and at the same time my congratulation on the 

“ prospect of eternal punishment.” “Wretched is my lot then if 1 kill,” 

cried Usseggoony, throwing away the purse of dirhems which had been deli- 

vered to him, “and equally wretched if I am killed.” As a sequel to the 

death of this venerable personage, we are also informed, that when it was 

mentioned to Mauweiah by Amri!k, as a circumstance to be regretted, that 

Aumar had fallen by the hands of their soldiers, the former demanded 

why the matter should give him such concern ? “ Surely,” cried AmrOi, 

“ thou art not aware of the prophet’s prediction, that he should be cut off 
“ by rebels.” “ Say not that our men were his destroyers,” rejoined 
Mauweiah, “ he was the murderer of Aumar Yausscr, who engaged him 
“ in the war, namely, the son of AbAtauleb.” On which occasion, AbduU 
lah the son of Amrft, who was present during the conversation, shrewdly 
remarked, that the guilt of Hamzah's blood, by a similarity of reasoning, 
must rest with the prophet who conducted him to the field of Ohud ; not 
with Wahaushy, by whose spear he fell. A remark which is, however, by 
others ascribed to Ally himself, when the saying of Mauweiah was after- 
wards reported to him. 

The contest had now continued fora period of eleven months; in whicht 
according to tiie best informed historians, though with the exception of the 
months interdicted by the laws and usages of Arabia, the armies were daily 
brought into action ; yet the dread of total extirpation which reciprocally 
prevailed, had hitherto deterred the parties from committing their cause 
to the hazard of a general and decisive battle. One day, however, towards 
the conclusion of the campaign, Ally is represented to have prepared for 
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A.H.XXXVITI. the conflict with more than usual solemnity. Clad in the prophet’s mail 
and tuihan, and mouiiled t n the prophet’s horse lie vah, with his whip 
lluiizut mumshoiik in hand, he annoiniced to Malek Ashtiir his iiKentiori to 
wsuitil. combat that day, under the old and venerated staiidarH of M diornin* tl ; by 
whom he acknowledged to have been forewarned at the period of his death, 
of the hostilities in which he was to be involved, and of the inj'irics which 
be was destined to experience from the men of Syria and Daniascns. lie 
then directed it to be proclaimed to the army that all who were ambitious 
of devoting themselves in the service of their (iod, should immediately 
prepare for serious action. Accordingly the troops drew out in formidable 
strength, and the standard of the prophet, now w'orn to shreds, being pro- 
duced to them, the appearance of the venerated relic called forth the tears 
and sobs of the illustrious companions who had so often fought and con- 
quered under its shadow : such as were within reach, kissed it with 
entliLisiastic dtwotion, while others pressed it to their eyes. 'J’hose at a 
distance were content to fix their looks upon it with feelings of reverence 
and loyal affection ; and in this disposition the various tribes received 
instructions from Ally to direct their attack respectively upon the opposite 
squadrons in the adverse line. Mauweiah, on the other hand, was not 
inactively employed; twelve thousand of the best warriors of the Koraish 
and other tribes of llrjaiiz assembled round his tribunal, listened with 
faithful zeal to the arguments which he [repeated to stimulate them to 
blood and slaughter. Nevertheless, when Ally, sword in hand, at the head 
of his numerous veterans impetuously rushed upon them to the cry of 
Allah hH akbm\ they found themselves incapable of withstanding the 
assault ; and were accordingly thrown into immediate confusion, the 
ensigns of Mauweiah appearing at this moment to verge on total discomfi- 
ture and defeat. Observing them give way in all directions, Ally reproach- 
fully proclaimed aloud, ‘‘Men of Damascus whither do ye fly? arc yc 
“yet to learn that victory and defeat are the alternate chances of war ?’^ 
Awakened to a sense of shame by this seasonable admonition from the 
lips of an enemy, the Syrians are said to have immediately rallied and 
recoiled on their adversaries : and thus recovered from disorder, the tribes 
of Auk and Aishaur, who had been the hist to give way on the occasion, 
were commanded by Mauweiah to post themselves in front, in order to 
receive the further onset of Ally’s troops. The former of these tribes, 
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observing that the Hamdanites occupied the part of Ally's line of battle A.H.XXXVIIL 
Vvhifh was opposite to them, made a solemn vow that they would never A, D>6&8. 
quinhe held while one ot their opponents remained to dispute it; the Rouzut 
, same resolution was adopted and announced by the FJamdanites, and ussuft). 
occasioned a dismal slaughter among the bravest of both armies ; heads 
now rolled about like tennis balls, and streams of blood polluted the field 
in iill directions. Hut in the issue, the Syrians suflered a total defeat, and 
retired in the utmost confusion. 

Ill those circumstances Ally forbore to continue the slaughter, and 
forbad his followers to/pursue the flying enemy, notwithstanding the 
expostulations of Ins generals ; who urged the impossibility of terminating 
the war with success, if, from a sentiment of absurd and mistaken lenity, 
he thus persisted in debarring them from the prosecution of an advantage, 
ar(|iiiR‘d by so much blood shed ; and assured as he must feel himself, that had 
fortune placed them at tlie mercy of Mauweiah, they could have nothing to 
expect hut the indiscriiiiinaling vengeance of the sword. To this Ally briefly 
replied, that the conduct of Mauw'oiali, so long as it was distinguished by 
a total disregard of the precepts of the KorAn; and the recorded traditions 
of the prophet, could scarcely be considered as an example for his guidance; 
that at any rate he was determined not to tread in the steps of a man, who, 
if his mind had in any respect been influenced by the unalterable principles 
of truth and wisdom, would never have compelled him to engage in these 
unnatural hostilities. These arguments, however, so amiable in theory, and 
so iii.jurions m practice, could not fail to operate most prejudicially to the 
interests of this otherwise princely chief. And we are therefore not 
to hii surprised that in the sequel, finding that their blood and exertions 
were to he thus perpetually lavished in vain, he lost, at an important crisis, 
the support of the greatest part of his army. 

Hut w hatever motives actuated this impolitic forbearance on the part of 
Ally, the unexpected prolongation of the war, and the havoc made in the 
ranks of the S\rians in the ordinary course of battle, disposed Mauweiah 
once more to recur to the more congenial plans of negociation and intrigue, 
lie therefore transmitted to his adversary a letter in the following 
terms. “ 1 s'*m persuaded that if either of us had formed a conception, 
that the contest would have proceeded to these calamitous extremities, ifr 
would never in any shape have broken out between us. Let us ha 



A.H.XXXV1II. “ advised by eleperience to say nothing of what has passed, and to terminate 
A.D. 658, “our differences by an immediate peace. Our hopes with respect to the 
Rouzut “ issue of the war may still be supposed to be much upon an equality; 
msuffft. “i^erhaps our apprehensions of death and dissolution are not less so; but 
“ we can neither of us he ignorant of the numerous list of just and virtuous 
men, who have already fallen victims to these cruel animosities. 1 
“ formerly proposed that tiie government of Syria should be confirmed to 
** me, with an exemption from any stipulation of allegiance. That proposal 
** 1 now repeat, from the sole desire to rescue the remnant of our followers 
«* from the total extirpation of the sword. Neither is there any circum- 
stance to warrant the extremity to which our animosities have been 
“ carried : sprung from the same illustrious stock of Abrdmeiiaiif, our 
** descent is equally noble, and must necessarily preclude any preten- 
“sions to superiority of the one over the other.” To tliis Ally imuu ili- 
ately made the following reply. “I have received thy letttr, Mauwciali, 
“ and am perfectly aware of its contents, as well as of the malignity, injiis. 
** tice, and contumacious insolence of thy pretensions, in contradiction to 
** what thou art disposed to think, I affirm, that at this moment, my anxi- 
“ ety to contend with thee, in the field of bailie, is infinitely more ardent 
** than ever, and that it is more likely to increase than diminish. 1 deny 
“thy insolent assumption, that our hopes and fears are in any shape upon 
“ a par, since the distinction between us is as wide as that which separates 
“ the advocates of conviction and truth, from the slaves of doubt and 
“ hypocrisy ; and in the same proportion as the zeal of my followers to 
“ secure the solid compensations of a blissful futurity is greater, than that 
“which animates the adherents of treason and rebellion, to possess 
“ themselves of the contemptible vanities of this world. I reject with 
‘‘ indignation thy proposal to hold the government of Syria, without 
“acknowledging my authority: neither am 1 aware of any recent advan- 
“ tage, of which thou canst boast thyself, that should in any shape operate 
“ with me to recede from my former resolution on this point. That we 
“ are equally the descendants of Abedmenauf, I shall not pretend to deny. 

“ but unless thou canst prove that Ommeyah was like Haushem, or that 
“ Hurreb was on an equality with Abdulmfitleb, [ shall never admit that 
“ there is no distinction in our claims ; or that the son of the repudiated 
should even breathe a whisper of placing his pretensions on a par with 



^ him who conducts himself under the guidance of divine favor. Neither A.H.XXXV11^ 
' ** my precursor in embracing the true faith, nor my associate in sharing the A. D. 658. 

** prophet’s exile, what are the merits, or the virtues, on which thou canst Rouzut 
** presume to contend with me, who am at once the prophet’s couzin, the uwifflU 
** brother of his affections, the heir of his knowledge, and the legitimate 
•‘successor to his power ? With me, who, possessing with the prophet the 
•‘ same relative situation that Aaron enjoyed with Moses, had long since 
**becn invested with the same prophetic and universal powers, if it 
•‘ had not been ordained that those sacred functions were to be forever 
•‘ closed in his divine mission. Perhaps 1 may further be compelled to 
demand, considering the advantages with which an all beneficent being 
•' has chosen to distinguish me, on what grounds it can possibly be 
•‘ attempted to compare the offspring of the base and sordid, with my 
noble and generous progeny ? Let it not, however, for a moment pos-^ 

•*sess thy imagination, that I am in< any shape wearied of the contest. 

•• Be it rather thy conviction, that had the tribes of Arabia forborne to 
** enrol themselves in my righteous cause, the horrors, the calamities, to 
which they would have been exposed, would have furnished a moro 
** fearful example than has hitherto been recorded in the annala of tbo 
•* world.” 
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CHAP. IX. 

I N concunence with the testimony of some of the most rcspectabre 
historians, our author professes that he has been led to introduce the 
correspondence which closes the preceding chapter, as having taken place 
previous to the conflict of that night, towards the conclusion of the war 
which has been since distinguished by the appellation of the Imlut ul hnr~ 
rein the night of sparring, or us it has been, perhaps, more literally trans- 
lated, the night of snarling. lie accordingly proceeds to state, that 
Mauweiah, finding from the reply of his adversary that he must divest 
himself of all hope of accommodation, was again constrained to commit 
his pretensions to the decision of the sword; and on a subsequent day 
both armies once more appeared on the field in order of battle. Previous 
to the commencement of the action, the powers of Ally’s eloquence were 
again employed to assure his followers, that those, who on this day should 
devote their lives to the cause of God, would ensure to themselves a 
futurity of endless happiness. He appealed to that Almighty being, who 
held at his disposal the life of the son of Abitaiileb, for the purity of his 
motives, when, from a sincere conviction of the dangers which assailed 
their common faith, he felt himself compelled to engage in this disastrous 
contest; for nothing less could have indueed him to exchange the trancjuil 
enjoyments of domestic repose, for the turbulent .md destructive scenes of 
war. Blit the task of restoring the misguided associates of Mauweiab’s 
ambition to the genuine principles of true religion, was now become an 
object of absolute and indispensable necessity. With respect to the 
motives which influenced the conduct of his adversary, he made no scruple 
to trace them to the rancorous spirit of revenge which reigned in his 
bosom, and survived the period of his infidelity, towards the veterans of 
the fields of Beider and Ohud; in which Mauweiah was of course among 
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the most inveterate and reselute opponents of the Mahommedan legislator. A.H.XXXVIIL 
This vindictive spirit he was that day determined to satiate in their blood, A. D.668. 
though he had the truths of revelation to warn him that he should be Rouzut 
disappointed. ussultl. 

To this address the adherents of Ally, through their more eminent leadertl| 
briefly replied, that the slight remains of doubt, which formerly prevailed 
in their minds, had been entirely removed by the death of Aumar Yausser. 

That fatal event had sufficiently convinced them that the cause of Mau- 
tvoiah and his- followers was that of profligacy and rebellion ; that their 
attention wiis now flxed upon him with a more determined loyalty than 
ever ; and that they accordingly stood prepared to carry his orders into 
execution with equal firmness of body and constancy of mind. Having 
warmly applauded these expressions of zeal, Ally, at the head of two 
thousand horse, selected from those ofHejauzaud Irak, and who immedi- 
ately attached themselves to his person on this occasion, advanced sword 
in hand, to assail theeiiem}. When he had approached within a con- 
venient distance, lie signified to his gallant followers, that he was about to 
lead them to the charge ; and exhorting them to preserve their ranks united 
as one man, he immediately rushed upon the adverse line. Animated by 
the c'xam|)le of their intrepid leader, this body of cavalry bore v/ith irresisti- 
ble impetuosity upon the Syrians, whom they threw into irrecoverable 
disorder, dying their horses hoofs in the blood of the slaughtered. The 
fury of such an assault appears for the moment to have deprived the troops 
of Maiivveicih of the power of action ; which compelled the latter chief to 
observe to his friend Ainrft, that in order to secure the lustre of to-morrow, 
it seemed expediiMit to submit with patient resignation to the misfortunes 
of to-day. “ True,’* said Amrft, “and yet as far as I can judge, this day 
“death is truth, and life is error. But another similar charge from Ally 
“ and liis cavalry, ami not a vestige of our troops will survive to relate 
“ the story.” The battle continued, however, to be maintained with una- 
bated fury ; the cavalry dismounting to combat on foot, and at last even on 
their knees with their swords and daggers. The exploits of Malck Ashtur 
were recorded in the blood of many a Syrian, and many a gallant adherent 
6f the cause of Ally was destined that day to receive the stroke of death. 

9R 
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^.H.XXXVin. So numerous indeed were the casualties among the followers of that 
A, D. ()58. prince, that the war-inured Ashtur himself, was seen to weep aloud ; 
Uouzut although these emotions of yet unextinguished humanity were ascribed 
wsufla. by the hardened veteran, to a sentiment of generous regret, that among 
the multitude selected around him to perish in the cause of their sovereign, 
he alone seemed still destined to be excluded from the glory, to which he 
had so long and ardently aspired. 

The setting of the sun, which had usually terminated the conflict, seems 
on this occasion to have produced no cessation to the exertions, nor abate- 
ment to the fury of the combatants. The business of blood and vengeance 
suflered but little interruption from the confusion and obscurity of the 
night ; in the course of which, Ally is stated, with his own hand alone, to 
have killed not less than flve hundred and twenty-three of his adversaries ; 
having at each mortal sweep of zfllfekkaur, repeated the tekbeir, which was 
committed to memory by one of his attendants, and considered a compe- 
tent proof of the extent of the execution. It is even recorded by the 
compiler of the Moadjem-e-kebbeir, or greater history of the Persians, 
thatMauweiah himself should have asserted, that during the lailut ul luir- 
reir, Ally killed with his own hand, more than nine hundred of iho 
bravest men in the Syrian army ; and that he should moreover have 
acknowledged, that on this fearful night, such was the extremity of his 
despair, that he actually deliberated on the choice of two alternatives; either 
to employ the mediation of Abdullah Abbas with his kinsman, for permis- 
sion to retire to Mekkah for life, or to fly for protection to the Greek 
emperor, and intreat an asylum in one of the islands of the Mediterranean. 
But that he had been determined to abide the issue, by the very seasonable 
recurrence to his recollection of those lines of the poet, which inculcate 
the advantages, and the necAsity of a persevering tirmnessof mind in tlie 
field of battle, of all human operations the most precarious in its events. 
The slaughter of this memorable night has been [variously estimated, by 
difterent writers, from three and thirty to six and thirty thousand, including 
those who fell on either side ; while the lowest estimation gives two 
thousand and cighty-one as the number of the }lain on the part of Ally, 
and seven thousand, or nearly that, on the part of Mauweiah. 

The conflict appears to have been maintained with still unabating violence, 
until the sun had reached a considerable elevation above the horizon on 
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the succeeding day"; when, observing the symptoms of exhausted powers, A.H.XXXVin, 
and despondence, which generally prevailed among his troops, Mauweiah A, D. 658. 
called upon Amrh for that boasted expedient, which he professed to have Rouxut 

in reserve for the hour of need ; for that unless he could devise some plan to uuuint. 

avert the mischief, they appeared to be rapidly verging towards defeat. It 
was at the termination of the conflict of the lailut ul hurreir, according to 
some historians, that the fruitless correspondence took place, which appears 
at the close of the preceding chapter; and on the failure of which, Mauweiah 
consulted with Amr(i on the means of dispelling the storm. But according 
to the historian of Daini^r, hostilities were mutually suspended in the fore- 
noon of the ensuing day, for the purpose of burying the slain ; on which 
occasion, having awakened the attention of his principal commanders to 
the crisis at which affairs had arrived between them and their adversaries, 
now driven to the last extremity, ^Ally directed them to prepare for the 
final contest of the morrow ; of the event of which, his confidence in the 
decisioniof a justand unerring judge, would not, he alleged, permit himtoen- 
tertain thcamnllestapprehcnsion. A knowledgeofthcseaweful preliminaries 
produced, from Mauweiah, that appeal to the experience and skill of Amrh, 
to which we have just alluded. The latter then disclosed the device which 
he said he had long conceived for such a crisis. It was, either to commun- 
icate to the tribes of Hejauz and Irak, of whom the troops of Ally were, 
cluefly composed, proposals of such a nature, as, whether acceded to, or 
rejected, would produce dissentioris, and ultimately a separation among 
them ; or, what he further less ambiguously explained, to dispose them 
ton terminalioii of hostilities, by an immediate and striking appeal to the 
saerrd sections of the Koran. An observation which dropped from Aisb- 
autli the son of’Keyss on the same day, and which was industriously conveyed 
to M.niweiah, pretty clearly indicated, however, that a termination of the 
sanguinary contest was becoming ecpially desirable on both sides; Mau- 
weiah on his part affecting to pronounce, in confirmation of what hail been 
rcporied to him of the son of Keyss, that if an action was allowed to 
to take place oh the day following, there would be nothing to prevent the 
Greeks and Persians from covering with pillage and desolation the fairest 
countries of isslam. 
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A.H.XXXVllI- In conformity with the suj^gestions of Amr5, accordingly, before sno 
A. D. ()58. rise the following morning, Mauweiah had caused all the copies of the 
" RouzuT Koi an which could be procured, amounting to the numher of five liun- 
uatiufia, <lred and fifty, to he affixed to the points of the lanct s of the iiiosl conspi- 
cuous divisions of his army ; and in this guise he awaited the approach of his 
assailants. In the uncertainty of the twiliglii, the soldiers of Ally at first 
conceived, that what they saw appended to the spears of the adversaries, 
were the streamers of their staiidaiib; hut as the day advanced and obj('< is 
became more definable, they beg. n to form conjectures of the reality. Of 
this, however, they were not long suir red to remain in ignorance; three 
chieftains, in advance of the centre and wings of the Syrian army, intreaiing 
them aloud, and in the name of God, to forbear from further hostilities; 
unless they were determined to devote themselves todeslriictioii, and their 
wives and children to an ignominious bondage among the Greeks and Per- 
sians. “ Behold,” said they, “ the saered volume of the law of God is 
interposed between us.” Soon afterwards Abul Our the Selmian, 
mounted on a white horse, placed himself conspicuously between the 
adverse lines; and holding a copy of the Koran above his head, called to tlie 
men of Irak, that he adjured them by tlie sacred word of God, who was the 
judge of their difl’oreiices, to submit to be governed by its dictates. No 
longer at a loss to comprehend the object of this extraordinary exhibition, 
the Arahiim tribes, and those of Irak, were eauiioned by some of ihe chiefs 
more sincerely altaclied to the cause of Ally, against being misguided by 
an artifice so gross; since a similar appeal to the sacred volume, long since 
made on their part, had been contemptuously rejected by the enemy, 
whose blood was accordingly on liis own head. At any rate, that the 
worst that could happen from the exercise of a similar discretion, was to 
place their lives equally and lawfully at the disposal ot their adversaries; an 
advantage of which they were at perfect liberty to avail themselves on 
either side. Kli&led the son of Mfiammer, and Hfisseyne the son of MAn- 
zer, two powerful chieftains, declaring however, that they would alone be 
determined by the opinion of Ally, the matter was accordingly referred to 
the decision of tliat prince. 

Thus called upon to decide Ally felt himself impelled to remark, that 
of all others, perad venture it might he allowed, he was himself the most 
competent to institute an appeal to the sacred record of the law of God ; 
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,and that in this competency, his faithfiiradherents were in an eminent degree A.H.XXXVIII. 
the partakers. But, so f.ir from a sincere intention, on the part of his adver- A. D- 6ft8. 
saries, to be governed by a conseicnlious submission to the ordinances of Rouzut 
that sarred record which, on this occasion, they had taken an opportunity uuuffi. 
to display, he could consider it in no other light than as a specious device 
to shield them fiomapproaeliing destruction; at a crisis when they despaired 
of success 111 the piosecutioii of the war in which they hud eiigagi'd him. 

He was, however, not to be imposed upon by such an artifice ; and be 
slmuld ilicicfore continue tJie course of hostilities against them, 
iiniil they manifested some more satisfactory demonstration, than he 
bad }et discovered, that they were disposed to abide by the decrees of a 
most holy and omnipotent God ; to whose unerring justice he had resigned 
his cause. These arguments however availed him hut little. With a few 
exceptions, the most distinguished of his followers had now yielded to 
the bribes of iMaiiweiah : had become totally averse to the renewal of the 
late sanguinary conflicts, and anxious to retire from a scene of calamity, 
alarms, and blood, to a life of tranquility and rest. Thus predisposed, it 
Will not he surprising that they should have united in their clamours to 
imluee their sovereign to accede to the invitation of his antagonist; but 
lest he should remain in doubt of their ultimate designs, they presumed 
to remind him, that a refusal to comply with a similar appeal bad on a for- 
mer occasion armed them against the life of his predecessor; and in terms 
less equivocal avowed, that if he persisted in rejecting the proposals of 
Manweiah, they were prepared to aricst his person, and deliver him over 
into the liaiulsnf his enemies. These importunities were further reinforced 
by the introduction of one of Maiiweiah’s legates; who, >vith a copy of the 
Koiaii in his hand, addressing himself to Ally, announced, that he was 
called upon hy the Syrians to join with them in submitting to the dictates 
of that sacred volume, than which they acknowle(*ged no other test for 
their ilificronces. Aishaiith the sou of Keyss, whose authority extended 
over the greater part of the Arabian tribes, and who is openly aceusod of 
having received large sums of money from Manweiah, here interposed, and 
declared himself to his sovereign in nearly the following terms. “ With 
“ a zeal equal to w hat has uniformly governed our conduct on former' 

“ occasions, we are still reudy to testify oiir obedience to thy commands ; 

** but to me it occurs, that in inviting thee to refer our dispute to the 
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A.H.XXXVI1I. decision of the sacred record, the views of Mauweiah appear to be directed 
A. D. 6*38. by the purest principles of justice and truth.” “ That 1 am better 
Rouzut ** acquainted with the scope of the divine writings ” replied Ally, “than 
ussuffS. “ either Mauweiah or any other man whatever, God is my witness ; but 
this can be of no importance, where the qurstion merely relates to an 
“ artifice, devised by the contrivance alone of the designing and fraudulent 
“Amru.” 

The subject of this inauspicious conference had, in the mean time, been 
circulated to the army ; which, excepting the brave and fiiitbful Mah k 
Asluur, who, with his division, continued his exertions on the right, began 
now to recede in entire squadrons, from their stations in the presence of the 
enemy. So base a dereliction of duty seems to have discovered to Ally at 
once the extent of his misfortune, lie clasped his hands together, and 
exclaimed in an agony of vexation and disappointment, “the son of Ilmda 
“has vanquished.” In this situation the emharrassments of Ally were 
further aggravated, by the importunities of Eben ul Melkoful, and those 
fanatics and reciters of (he Koran, to whom was afterwards applied the 
appellation Khouauredje^ schismatics or seceders ; and who had now the 
audacity to declare that he must eitherelose with the proposals of ^Mauweiah, 
or be reeoiirilod to their espousing the cause of his adversaries. Having 
extorted a reluctant assent from their insulted sovereign, lli(?y next insisted 
on his conveying his orders to Malek Ashtnr, to discontinue the attack in 
which he was ardently engaged on the right. Completely overruled* in his 
authority, any further opposition to the will of these hwtions malcontents 
would have been, perhaps all things considered, unavailing; and he accord- 
ingly dispatched Yezzeid the son of Jlany, to summons that zealous and 
undaunted soldier to his presence. Malek Ashtiir, however, positively 
disobeyed a mandate which appeared to him so unseasonable, at a crisis 
when victory was about lo declare in his favor ; and a reply to this efl'ect 
had been communicated to theKhiilif; when the shouts of Aslitur and his 
followers becoming every moment louder, and the dust which attended 
their movements spreading a general obscurity through the atmosphere, 
the Khouauredje did not scruple to express their suspicion, that Ally had 
clandestinely authorized him to continue hostilities, in defiance of his 
engagements. Ally protested his innocence, and to remove all possibility 
•f doubt, he directed Yezzeid to repair to Malek Ashtur once more, and 
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enjoin him to retire without delay ; for a cruel revotuti#!! hid tdcen place AtHXXXVll, 
' in the fortune of his master. On receipt of this last message, the gallant A.D.658. 
veteran anxiously demanded if this unlooked for event had not been pro- 
duced by the display of manuscripts, which he had seen in the morning ; ustoA. 
and being answered in the affirmitive, he confessed, that the instant the 
extraordinary exhibition met his view, he had fully anticipated that impulse 
of disunion, and discord, which it was so obviously the intention of the 
enemy to create among them. But conceiving that any further exertions 
on his part would tend to little purpose, he reluctantly ceased from hostili- 
ties ; and conveyed himself to the presence of Ally, and of the principal 
citizens of Kufah and Bassorah, by whom he was encircled. These he 
did not fail to reproach, in the bitterest terms, with the baseness and 
treachery of their conduct, and with the indelible infamy which they had 
drawn upon themselves ; since if they had not permitted the insidious con- 
trivance of the enemy to suspend their exertions, they would at this mo- 
ment have been in possession of a signal victory. It was, he said, how- 
ever, not yet too late ; and he most earnestly intrcaied them to consent to 
a renewal of hostilities, and he would engage, without much difficulty, to 
terminate the ambitious views of the Syrians. To this they very briefly 
replied, that they were determined not to be, in any shape, his associates in 
guilt; and Malek Ashtur, continuing to revile them in consequence, with 
ougravated asperity, they loudly recriminated, and began to exercise their 
whips upon his horse. This was however a species of discipline, under 
which he was little disposed to be a patient suflerer ; and he was accordingly 
proceeding to retaliate, with severe vengeance ; when, perceiving too 
clearly the solicitude of the Khouauredjc to dose with the overtures of 
Mail weiah, Ally was compelled to submit to necessity ; and he accordingly 
directed Aishauth the son of Keyss to circulate his final o.ders, that the sig- 
nals for battle should be withdrawn. While Aishauth was announcing these 
orders to the tribe of Rebboiah, he was accosted by Amrfi the son of 
Azeiriah ; who resentfully demanded if he meant this as a proof of his par- 
tiality for the Syrians, without reflecting that he had so recently wallowed 
in their blood ; and with that, scornfully struck his horse on the neck with 
his sword. Aishauth then told him, with apparent indifference, to put up 
his sword and moderate his zeal, for that the Syrians had only employed an 
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A.H.XXXVITT. expedient, which a little further delay would have produced on the part of 
A. D.658. their adversaries. . 

Rouzut While this was the posture of affairs with Ally, Mauweiah employed the 
vmuA. interval in explaining to his followers the nature of that step which the 
protracted duration of the war had led him to adopt ; and that finding 
either party still equally persuaded of the justice of its cause, he had made 
an experiment on the disposition of his enciincs, by an appeal to the sacred 
code of their religion ; to which, if they attended, it was all he desired. 
If 4»ot, that he and his adherents would be completely acquitted to their own 
consciences. In these sentiments, Jeib, or perhaps ilabcib the sou of 
Mussellamah, was deputed on the part of Mauwciali, to propose to Aliy, 
since the book of their law, with all its excellencies, did not possess 
the faculty of speech, the nomination of a person on bis part to arbitrate 
their differences, while he should on his side appoint another ; entering at 
the same time into a reciprocal engagement, to abide, without alternative, 
by the decision of these two persons ; or, more explicitly, if in their Judge- 
ment, the Khelaufut should he finally allotted to Ally, that Miiuweiah should 
subscribe to it without demur ; and vice versa; stipulating moreover, that 
if the succession to the supreme dignity should be adjudged to the lot of a 
third person, they were to consider themselves further bound to relinquish 
their respective claims in favor of such person, 'riiese proposals were 
accordingly communicated to Ally, in the presence of liis prineipai comman- 
ders; of whom Aishaiith the son of Keyss, and Hussun the son of Muiizer, 
immediately pronounced them to be perfectly just and reasoualile ; while 
others entreated him to reflect that their best and bravest soldiers had already 
fallen in the contest, and to bestow some compassion on those who survived. 

Mauweiah had not, however, entirely confided to the justice of his 
cause ; he was well apprized of the preponderance, which the tribes of 
Yemen possessed in the camp of Ally ; and he had accordingly addressed a 
letter to Aishauth the son of Keyss, by whose authority they were princi- 
pally governed, in which, among other persuasive arguments, he engaged, 
on the conclusion of a treaty of peace, to pay him the sum of one hinidred 
thousand dirhems.* The integrity of this man was not proof against such 
golden considerations. He assembled the different tribes of Ezd, Rebbeiah« 

• About2,«92/, 
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ind Aishauriah, and engaged them, whatever might be the issue, to abstain A.H.XXXVm. 
'from all further hostility ; exasperating them at the same time against Malek A. p.6£8. 
Ashtur to such a degree, that they avowed their determination to tear him ’’rouzuT" 
to pieces, if he persisted in opposing their designs. Of one thing, at any usiuffA. 
rate| there appears hut little doubt; these tribes unanimously agreed that 
if hostilities were renewed, not one of them would escape destruction : in 
which opinion they were further supported by the declarations of the Benni 
Hukker and Benni 'WAeil, who united in representing that all parties were 
completely tired of the war, and equally acknowledged their inability to 
continue the contest any longer. While the discontented tribes were 
engaged in these conferences, Abdullah the son of HAreth of the race of 
Tni, so distinguished for his rigid and steady course of devotion, 
that for the space of twenty years he is stated to have performed 
his morning prayers on the ablutions of the preceding evening, or 
in other words, that he continued his devotions through the night, 
and who had received no less than sixteen wounds during thd con- 
flict of the lailiit ul hurreir, now entered the tent of Ally ; from whom 
he experienced those respectful attentions, which his character for exem- 
plary piety might be supposed to command. To the Khalifs inquiries, as 
to the state of his wounds he had replied, that he was persuaded the 
remaining period of his fragile existence, would not extend beyond the 
limits of one day ; and he had.been cheered by him with the consoling 
assurance, that whatever might be the issue of his ])re8ent sufferings, he 
should experience a glorious resuscitation to a life of endless bliss, among 
the illustrious companions of his prophet, and the martyrs of his faith; and 
ail infallible reception to the mercies of his creator. When he proceeded to 
explain the object of his visit. He told Ally that he had heard, with equal 
concern and indignation, of the embarrassments which he had so unex- 
pectedly experienced from his once faithful associates, and that they were 
urging him to the conclusion of a treaty with Mauweiah. He now 
solemnly cautioned him to beware of yielding to their counsels, and of con- 
senting to a suspension of hostilities. The KhAlif replied to him in nearly 
the following terms. ** Where alas is the army, and where the ally, with 
which 1 am to continue the war with Mauweiah ? Hast thou forgotten, 

“ that with the virtue and authority of forty prophets, three years were 


2S 



S14 

/.n,XXXVlII. “ allowed to expire before the messenger of God himself could venture to 
A. 1). (iw. “ iii\ iic any one pulilicly to embrace the doctrines oflsslain ; and that three 
Uouziii^ “ years more elapsed before he felt himself authorized by a numerous aeces- 

■sfluiTA. “ sion of proselytes, to enforce his principles by the sword. Let such a band 

“ of friends but appear to support me, and il will poradventure be ^nd, 
“ that I am not averse to commit the justice of luy cause to the fate of 
“arms : but until such n period shall arrive, 1 must confine imself to the 
“ exercise of that patience, of which the prophets and their successors have 
“ furnished me with such frequent examples. At tlie same time, I am 
not disposed to conceal from the pious Abdullah, that these untoward 
“ events were long since predicted to me by oiir prophet, and that 1 have 
** accordingly resolved to lay the injuries which 1 havo suffered from the 
“ perverse follies of these men, before the throne of that iin|).irtncr( d being, 
“ from whom there is no appeal. But to degrade me from the functions of 
'* the hierarchy, or imaJftiiit, 1 am equally and firmly resolved that no cir- 
“ cumstance in my conduct shall ever happen to furnish the slightest 
“ pretence.” On which, Abdullah, or Obaidiillah, for the name is thus 
indifferently transcribed, embraced the occasion to make his solemn pro- 
testation, that as rightful Iniaum established in truth and wischim, 
between (iod and his worshippers, he acknowledged no other than Ally ; 
and he denounced the direst mischiefs on those miscreants who presumed 
■to traverse his authority, while he anticipated every species of Irappiness, 
here and hereafter, for such as evinced their loyally to his government. 

The contrivance of Amru being thus far crowned with success, the Ara- 
bian and Syrian chieftains assembled in an intermediate space between 
the two encampments, to consult the sacred inspirations of the Koran ; 
on a recital of wdiieh, they came to the formal resolution, that the question 
of the Khelaufut should be submitted to arbitration. The Syrians, in 
consequence, immediately proceeded to declare, that Amru was the per- 
son on whom they devolved the trust of arbitrating in their hi'liaif ; while 
Aishaiith the son ofKeyss, and those who ailliered to his interests, 
announced their choice in favor of Abft Mussa, the Aishaurite. To this 
latter, Ally immediately and strenuously objected ; candidly acknowledging 
that he possessed no reliance on either his judgment or discretion, and 
demanding that Abdullah Abbas might be nominated to arbitrate on his 
part. The Khouauredje here swore that they made no distinction of 
interests between Ally and the ion of Abbas ; and that from this last proposal 
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they were sufficiently convinced, that in fact he entertained the expecta- a!m«XXXVIIK 
tion of being the arbiter of his own claims. Their object was, however, A*D. ,i6’68. 
as their declaration proved, to fix upon a person whose relative situation R(Misut 
was, as nearly as possible, equally removed from himself and Mauweiah. On ussufft. 
whiA Ally not unseasonably demanded, why the same principle had not 
been applied, when the choice of the Syrians was allowed to fall upon that 
person, who of all men, was most intimate in the confidence of Mauweiah. 

They replied, that every man conceived his own opinions the ; their 
opinion was in favor of Abii Mussa, on whom they had accordingly thought 
it advisable to devolve their suffrages in this important question. Ally 
now proposed Malek Ashtnr, as the person to whom he was willing to con- 
fide his claims ; but to him, Aisliauth, who seems to ifave placed himself 
at the head of the Khoiiaiirodje on this occasion, urged the strongest 
ohjections, demanding on what principle tliry could look for an impartial 
decision from tlie incendiarv of all these mischiefs? The Khalif still con- 
tended that (here was nothing unprccodenied in his selection of Ashtiir, 
for who could justly suspect that he would decide against the dictates of 
the law of God ? “ Ashtur,” said Aishaulh, “ will decide according to the 
“dictates of his own violent propensities. His study will be directed to 
“ obtain a sanction for the exercise of his sword ; and to stimulate the 
“people to mutual hostility, until lie shall have attained his object,” 

No arguments, however, on the part of Ally, or of his more intelligent 
adlicrcnts, and of Khnef the son of Keyss in particular, against the incom- 
petcncy of Abu Mussa ; and of the necessity, at any rale, of selecting some 
one tor his collce:iie ofade(|uate ability, to enable him to contend with the 
siipei ior talents of Amrft, and tosecurc him in some degree from being seduced 
from his duty hy the iiitrigumg spirit of that artful chief, could prevail with 
the Khcuiiiurcdjc to recede from their choice. They continued inflexible 
in tl'.eir resolution, and accordingly dispatched messengers to summons 
Abu Mussa from that retirement to which, dismissing all interference < 
with the public business, he had long since devoted himself. When it 
w'as (liinounced to him that the rival parties had come to an accommoda- 
tion, he devoutly thanked his creator ; and when he further learnt, that he 
had been chosen to arbitrate their diflereiices, he expressed an entire 


9S f 



316 

V^.H.XXXVIJI. resignation to his destiny, and accompanied the messengers to the camp 
of Ally. On the arrival of Abft Miissa, sensible of the total want of infor- 
Rouzut niation under which he laboured, each of those associates, whose attach* 
u^suifa. nient to the cause of their sovereign continued unimpeached, proceeded in 
his turn to advise and admonish him of the caution and circumspcolion, 
with which it behoved him to conduct himself in the important duties 
entrusted to his charge. Odended at what might might appear to him an 
overstrained exertion of zeal, he desired, with some displeasure, that if the 
slightest ftspicions were entertained, either of his discretion or integrity, 
they would select some other person in his stead. On which Malek Ash- 
tur sternly demanded, if he w'as not the man who, on occasion of Imaum 
Hussuii’s visit at Kpfah, presumed to interrupt his address to the people, 
by recommending to them to abide by their domestic concerns; and 
denouncing an attachment to the cause of Ally, as a seditious conspiracy 
against the public good. To this, AI>(i Mi^ssa replied, that circumstances 
had widely altered since that period. That the fire which then inflamed 
his bosom was long extinguished ; and that in the present instance, ho 
was their avowed friend, and with them engaged to wade through that sesi 
of troubles with which they were surrounded. 

The question of the Khelaufut being thus far advanced toward.s the 
proposed adjustment by a treaty of peace, and a decision by arbitrators, 
Ally with the nobles of Irak on his side, and Mauwciali with the most 
distinguished Syrians on the other, assembled in conference betwixt the 
two encampments; in order to discuss and arrange the articles of the treaty 
with all the necessary forms. Obaidullah the son of Abi Uaufha, the 
Khalifs secretary, being employed to commit the articles to writing, pro- 
cecded to insert the preamble in the following terms. “This is the 
“ instrument of a treaty of peace between Ally the sun of Abitauleb, com- 
“mandcroflhe faithful:” but was hero interrupted by Mauweiab, who 
exclaimed, that he was not of a principle so abandoned, as to have engaged 
in hostilities with Ally, against the positive conviction'that lie was the legi- 
timate sovereign of the believers ; in which he was immediately supported 
by AmrO, who insisted that the obnoxious term, ameir ul moumenein^ should 
be erased, and the name of his master simply substituted by the secretary 
in its place. Ehnef the sou ofKeyss, on the other hand, intreated that 
Ally would not submit to the erasure of a term, by which the nature of bis 
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authority was bo clearly expressed ; and ti which, if he once gave his A.H.XXXVI11, 
assent, there was reason to apprehend that it would never be restored to A. D> 638. 
him. Upon this Ally, acknowledging the power of God, and the unerring ufouzut 
truth of his prophet, proceeded to state that a circumstance exactly similar oMuffS. 
had once before occurred to him when he was no more than the subordinate 
agent of another ; referring to w'hat passed atHr>deibiah on the confinesof the 
territory of Mekkah, when he w'as employed to draw up the treaty between 
MahomniedandSohail the son of Amru. On which occasion he had opened 
the preamide with, “This is the treaty of peace which Mahommed the 
“ messenger of God concludes with Sohail the son of Amrh,” (or agreeable 
to others, “ with tiie people of Mekkah,”) when Sohail interposed, and 
told him to strike out the words “ messenger of God,” and substitute, 

“ Mahommed tlie son of Abdullah for if they knew him to be invested 
with that sacred character, his entrance into Mekkah would never have 
met with any opposition on their part. Ally continued to relate, that 
refusing to comply with this injunction, the prophet desired him to with- 
draw the term; adding, that such a day would at a future period happen 
to himself; and the secretary was accordingly instructed to proceed with 
the treaty, in conformity with the w'ishes of Mauweiah in nearly the 
following terms. 

“ This is the treaty of peace between Ally the son of AbiTauleb, his frienda 
“ the peojilc of 1 lejaiij! and Irak on the one part, and Mauweiah the son of 
“ Abi Soffeyaii, with the Syrians, the adherents of his cause on the other ; 

“ who have declared and agreed as follows. The decisions of the Korsin, 

« from the commencement to the conclusion, shall be the basis of all our 
“ proceedings, neither will we in any case deviate from its sacred contents ; 

“ and further, wc engage that our exertions shall be zealously employed to 
“ restore those usages, of which the Koran shall enjoin the restoration, 

“ and to abolish all things of which the sacred code shall dictate the 
“ abolition.” It is then recorded that Ally and his followers on the one 
part had agreed that Abdullah the son of Keyss, or Abh Mhssa the Aish- 
auriit? originally so designated, should be the guardian and arbitrator of 
their claims, while Amriil Aiiss was invested with similar powers, on the 
partof Mauweiah and the Syrians. Ally and Mauweiah exacting, at the 
same time, from their respective arbiters a solemn engagement, confirmed 
bv oath, that their decisions should be implicitly governed by the ordinan* 
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A.H«XXXVlUa cei of God, without, in any int|0ince, presuming to transgress the dictates 
A* D» 658, of his holy word ; that in points wherein this was found to be silent, or to • 
Rousut afford them no information, they were to refer to the traditions of their 
ttNum. legislator ; and lastly, that in assigning the dignity of the Khelaufut, their . 
judgment should be governed by a rigid attention to the principles of 
their holy law. Abh Mfissa and AmrQ being furnished by Ally and Man- 
weiah, on the other hand, with a corresponding engagement, that their 
decision should not be receded from, provided such decision appeared to 
be in strict conformity to the doctrines of the Korin, and the already menti- 
oned traditions of the prophet. It was further stipulated, that accordingly 
as those two persons should he governed in their decision by the principles 
of true religion and a clear conscience, they should at no pi riod he molested 
either in person, family, or property ; that in case of the death of either 
previous to the determination of their award, the parties of Ally and Mau- 
weiali, according to cireurasfaiices, should proceed to the nomination of 
some other person of equal integrity and love <»f justice, to succeed to the 
charge. Moreover should it prove in the event, that the arbitrators were 
not governed in their decision by the dictates (»f the Koiau, and the insti- 
tutes of the law, the Maliominodan counnunily was to be ronsideicd as 
entirely absolved from this engagement ; and the lives ami property of the 
defaulters at the mercy of the public ; to the end that, to the hour of 
death, every member of the profession of Isslain, whether in his family, or 
property, or clientage, should be completely secured against the approach 
of evil or injury of any description whatever. It was also declared, that 
should the arbitrators protract their decision to the nmntli of lUmzauii, at 
which period their functions were to expire, it would then be at the dis- 
cretion of the contracting parties to recur to hostilities. And finally, that 
the whole force of Isslain should he united to suppress »he attempts of any 
party that by violence or any other means should presume to oppose or 
impede the execution of these engagements. The treaty thus concluded, 
they subjoined to it as follows, “ Witnesses to these presents are, I lussun 
“and llbsseyne, sons of Ally, Abilullah the son of Abbas, and Abdullah 
“the son of JauHer son \hi T.mleb.” It was further subsciibcd by 
Aisbauth the son of Key^s, .md others of the most distinguished of Ally’s 
followers, as well as by several of the principal commanders of the party of 
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Mauweiah. And it waa dated alioiit the third watch of Thursday the AJ1.XXXVI|I< 
tbil teenili of the month of Suffiir, (if the year thirty seven.* A. D. 658. 

In this place it is to be acknowledged that we find ourselves involved in Rouznt 
. considerable embarrassment by a reference to the date of the treaty thus iissuflis 
cirrijiiisiantially rt corded. The generality of writers, and particularly the 
author of the Kholaii:sSut til akhliaur, of which a pretty correct copy is now 
before ns, agree in fixing the arrival of the contending armies at SeflTeine in 
the conclusion of Zilhudje ; the last month of the year thirty-six. The war 
continued with various intermissions for eleven months, which would bring 
us to the close of the year thirty-seven. But if the date exhibited in the 
treaty, as here transcrihcd, is to be considered conclusive, the period of the 
war must be reduced to something less than tw'o months ; although the 
Conti nuanc.e of actual hostility is cxt(*rided at the lowest calculation to 
one hundred da>s. And more than one of the months, in which war was 
prohibited iiy the usages of the Mo'sslems, has been alluded to, as having 
produced a temporary suspension of hostilities. The dates in the margin 
have been accordingly arranged under these considerations, and we confess 
that for tlie present we do not feel ourselves sufficiently convinced to 
deviate from them. 

Of the above treaty some further particulars have been recorded by Abft 
llaneif.ih of Dainur, which perhaps it will not be entirely superfluous to 
introduce. When Malek Aslitur was called upon by Aishaiiih the son of 
Keyss, to affix liis signature as a witness to the treaty, that intrepid soldier 
emphatically replied, that rather than his name should be attached to such 
a deed, he wished his right hand cut off, and his left palsied, Aishautli 
insisting, however, that he should not be satisfied until he subscribed to 
it ; “ and who art thou,” said Ashlur, “ or of what importance thy satis- 
“ faction ; satisfied, or dissatisfied, follow thy own inclinations.” As 
many of the most illustrious of the Arabian chiefs were present at the 
coiiten nce, aiul among others, Andy the son of the celebrated H&tem 
Tai, Aisiuiuth professed that he was only withheld from returning such an 
ans\^er as deserved, by the respect which he entertained for their pre- 
sence. “ My tongue and my sword,” rejoined Malek Ashtur, “are both 
“sharper, the point of my spear more piercing, and iny kindred more 
“ illustrious than thiue in every respeet ; 1 am moreover the faithful friend 
sovereign, and the true sovereign of a// believers, while 1 impeach 

♦ 30th of July, A. D. 657, 
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A.H.XXXVin. “ thee M amnng the bftterest of his enemies to whieh he added ceftain 
A.D. expressions so Rcrimonious and oH'etisive to Aishdiilh, tl'iit he was irnt.itcd 
Rouziit beyond forbeardnee, and laid his hand on the hilt oi' his sword, Maltk 
Qssuft'a. Aslitur immediately following his example; hut Ihr.mhim the son of the 
latter, having drawn his sword, the father suddenly riTolh eied himself, and 
admonished him toforc'go his veiigeaiiec ; while he further addressed Aishaulh 
in the following terms. ** Jf there had exisied a single virtuous principle in 
thy composition, thou hadst never proved thyself an apostate ; for can 
*• it ever be forgotten that after a profession of tfie jiiirc' doctrines of Isslam, 
involuntary as it was, thou hadst the ol^eqniousncss to return without 
“difficulty to the grossest idolatry and infidelity; and to complete the 
“ measure of thy dishonor, it was only from a cowardly apprehension for 
“ thy personal safety, that thou didst at last find it convenient to become a 
“ Mfissulman.^’ The altercation w'as, however, put a stop to, by the 
interference of Ally, who expressed to Malek Ashtur hi« dtsire that, like 
himself, he would for the present dissemble with these men ; for th(^ pro- 
phet, he said, had long since forewarned him of the injuries which he was 
to experience from Aishauth, and of the cruelties which his children were 
destined to suffer from the sons of that dishnal man; alluding to the 
attack made upon Imaum Husseyue by Mahommed the son of Aishauth 
at Kerbf^la, and to the merciless inveteracy of Isshak another of his sons* 
on the same fatal spot, in cutting off his commnnic'atioii with the water 
from that unfortunate prince; ns will be seen on a future occasion. 

It is further stated that when the circumstance of Malek Ashtur’s refusal 
to acquiesce in the treaty was communicated to Ally, he swore by his 
creator that this unwelcome transaction was crpially repugnant to his own 
sentiments; neither did he at any time wish that his followers should have 
acceded to it. But after those on whom he depended for support had 
united to promote it, he had no alternative but acquiescence ; and that having 
once signified his assent, he did not conceive it consistent with his situation 
to retract that assent. “ Would to God, however,” said he, “ that among 
the number by which I am surrounded, I could see but a single person 
“ like Malek Ashtur to obviate the designs of my enemies, and to relieve 
“ my mind from the pressure of so many anxious cares ;” or perhaps from 
the hateful obligations under which he had been trammeled by the 
treaty. In the mean time, Aishauth undertook to explain to the several 



321 


Arabian tribes in the encampment, the terms of that peace which had been A.H.XXXVUf. 
just concluded. When he came to the tribe of Uzzaht and the scope of A.D. 658. 
the iriat> had been made known, two brothers of that tribe exclaimed with Rourut 

. a loud voK e, that they acknowledged no arbitiaior for their differences 
blit God himself; and forthwith rushing sword in hand to attack the 
Syrian^, they wm iininediatcly cut to pieces. And when in the same 
niiiiurr h(' hud communic.ited (he contents of the treaty to the tribe of 
Muiad, Saluh ihc son of Slnffvik, one of the most ‘honorable and virtuous 
men arming them, expressed his dissent in terms of similar disapprobation. 

Neiilicr were these sentimeiUs of dissatisfaction confined to a few similar 
instances, but apparently extended through ail the tribes of Ally’s party; 
most of whom, feeling themselves either insulted or betrayed in the trans- 
action, v\ ere not sparing in the reproaches which they bestowed upon 
Aishauth, whom they justly considered as the principal promoter of this 
inauspicious measure. 

On Uiis subject we are further informed that the copy of the treaty 
destined to be lodged in the hands of the Syrians, was written by the Kha- 
lifs secretary, Obaiflullah thesonof Abi Raufiia already mentioned; the 
counter part for the people of Irak in the interests of Ally, being tran- 
sc. ibed by Aumeir the son of Ibaud ul Kellebi, the secretary of Mauweiah, 
and attested by the principal leaders of Ally’s party, and vice versa. When 
the copies had been thus completed, a soldier from among the troops of 
Ally, belonging to the tribe of Rebbeiah, suddenly mounted his horse; 
and having called for a draught of water, in a transport of rage and disap- 
pointment rushed upon the camp of Mauweiah, and wounded several of 
the Syrians ; after which he returned, and again refreshing himself with 
water, conducted himself in the same frantic style towards his fellow 
soldiers of Ally’s party. This he is said to have repeated several^ limes, 
alternately exclaiming with a loud voice, that he considered himself equally 
absolved from the authority of Ally and Mauweiah, and from any treaty of 
arbitration which they might have thought proper to conclude, as he 
should acknowledge no arbiter but God. In his last career which happened 
to be against the troops of his own party, lie was kUled, and is recorded as 
the first who sufiered death of the faction of the Khouauredje. 

2T 
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A.H.XXXVIfr. Wc ciinoot dismtss the subject, although already sufficiently dilated, 
A. D. 658. without adverting to the number of these whofell a sacrifice to the demon 
Rouzut of civil fury, and the animosity of rival ambition, in ^he multiplied conflicts 
aiiufFd. of the war of SefFeine. According to the author on whom we have prin- 
cipally drawn for the materials of these pages, the estimate of those who 
perished on the part of Ally has been calculated at eighty thousand ; or, 
unless considerably reinforced at subsequent periods, eight out of nine of 
all that accompanied hihi to the war. The loss on the part of Mauweialv 
is estimated still higher, and little less than one hundred and twenty 
thousand men. These casualties are, however,- with greater probability, 
reduced by other writei-s, and by the author of the Taurikh ghzzcidah in 
particular, on the side of Ally, to twenty-five thousand men. Of those 
who fell on the part of Ally, the name of the venerable Auinar Yausser, 
the general of his cavalry, has been already mentioned. Others that 
shared the same fate, were Aweiss Kerreny, Khozzeimah thesoriof Thabet, 
surnamed Zu shihaudetein, for reasons already explained ; Abdullah Muz- 
zeil ul Khozzdi, the general of infantry according to some statements ; and 
lastly Haushem the son of Auttebah, the nephew of the celebrated Saud- 
e-Wokauss, and Ahul FIcsheim.the son of 131 Tehaun, whom the prophet 
thought worthy to preside over the order of Ansaur ; together with many 
more, including seventy of the veterans who fought under the standard of 
Mahommed at Beider, or Beidra. On the the side of Mauweiah, th 9 
historian happily relieving us from a further recapitulation of uncouth, 
though celebrated names, the most distinguished of those who fell, appear 
to have been Zul Kullaa the Hfimeirite, and Joushrb the son of Zi Zul- 
Ihm, both sufficiently renowned in the annals of those times. 

The negociation having thus terminated, Aliy and his competitor res^ 
peclivciy withdrew from the scene of hostilities, the one towards Kufah, 
^nd the other to his capital of Damascus; it being previously agreed upon, that 
the two arbitrators, accompanied by several of the most distinguished of 
either party, should proceed to carry into execution the principal design 
of the treaty, to Doumut uljundel, a station said to be situated mid-way 
between Arabian Irak ^nd the province of Syria. Sherreiah the son of 
Hauny, with five thousand men, was selected on the part of Ally to con* 
duct the arbitrator of his cause to the place of conference, accompanied by 
Ihft faithful Abdullah Abbas, authorized to discharge the functions of 
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religion ; and perhaps to operate as some kind of check upon4:he proceedings A.H.X3fiCVlIL 

of a person of whom he had not concealed his distrust. On the other A. D. 698. 

hand, Amrh, on the part of Mauweiah^ was attended by a considerable Rouzut 

force, under Abul Our the Selmian, and Sheijeil the son of Semmet the lusufft 

Reiidian. It is; however, stated on the authority of some other annalists, 

that the arbitrators were accompanied to Doumut ul jundul by an escort 

limited to eight hundred men, one half on the part of Ally, and the other on 

that of IVlauweiah. IVhilst on the journey, both Abdullah Abbas, and 

Ehniftheson of K^yss, were unremitting in their admonitions to put Abu 

Mussa on his guard against the seductions of the subtle Ami^, but more 

particularly to be^nost cautious not to anticipate that artful politician in 

the declaration of his award. All which he faithfully promised to observe, 

and thus contrived for the present to dispel their apprehensions. Hut 

being a man of extreme simplicity qf mind, it is perhaps not surprising 

that he should have been ultimately overreached, as will presently be seen, 

by the iiit-iguing talents of Ainru. 

IJavifig accordingly reached the place of destination, Amni embraced the 
earIiest«opportunity of holding a conference with Abu Mussa, to whom, 
with adected humiluy, he did not scruple to express every public acknow- 
ledgement of inferiority ; lamenting the cause by which they had been so 
long S(!paratcd, and professing a hope that heaven would withhold its 
blessings from any circumstance that might hereafter contribute to set 
them again at a distance from one another. This was the preliminary 
step to which he submitted, in order to secure his influence over the mind 
of Abu Mussa; which he did not fail to promote by the most abject demon- 
strations of tiefereucc, by paying him his daily court, resting on his knees 
bt fore him, and listening to his suggestions with an air Of attention, which 
bespoke the reverence of a disciple. Whenever an opportunity offered he 
condcsceiidetl to hold his stirrup while mounting his horse, and in short, 
lie omitted nothing that the most obsequious servility and the grossest 
flattery could accomplish, to persuade this man to believe himself, what he 
pronounced him to be, the first and most exalted among the professors of 
Is'ilam, and in wisdom and experience second to no person whatever of 
the age in which he lived. After all which we may perhaps be permitted 
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A.H.X9i[XV11I. to observe, that if the intellects of Abu Mussa were of so obtuse a descrip- 
A, D. b'SB. tioii, as to be imposed upon by means so wretched, his simplicity must 
Rouzut indeed be acknowledged to have been very nearly allied to idiotisin ; and it 
ui^ufliiiL. is therefore not to be marvelled at, that Ally should have deiiionsiruted so 
strong a repugnance, to confide his cause to the discretion of such a being. 

Be this however as it may, a considerable part of the prescribed period 
had now elapsed, and the material point of the arbitration but little 
advanced towards a conclusio i, when those on the spot, becoming wearied 
with the delay, ventured to expostulate with Abu Mussa and Amrb; and to 
express their apprehensions lest the term of the treaty should be sufiered 
to expire, before they could pronounce on the great question of the Khc- 
laufut; which must unavoidably plunge them once more into the calamities 
of civil war. The arbitrators conceived it necessary to accelerate their 
deliberations in order to appease the clamour; and Amrh thought the sea. 
son arrived when he might venture to prepare the way for the oxecution 
of his plans. Having procured a secret interview with Ai)U Mussa, he 
declared to him, with apparent frankness, that in consequence of the 
acknowledged priority of bis reception to the prophet’s councils, ai*d of his 
extensive experience in the vicissitudes of life, he was determined in 
every respect to square his opinion by his maturer judgment. The 
immediate result of this afTecled candour was to produce from Abu Mus«a 
the cont'cssioii that lie had already formed a plan, which was equally 
calculated to promote (he public good, and conciliate the favor of heaven ; 
and in which if he united his concurrence, his eternal salvation would he 
the reward. Amrb requested that he would explain the nature of his plan ; 
“ distinguished aahe is,” Ahu Mussa. proceeded ,to observe, “ by the most 
“ unblemished virtue, entirely unconcerned in these unhappy disputes, and 
unpolluted by the blood of any man, why should not the reins of govern- 
“ ment be eiitiusted to Abdullah the son of Omar?” “What,” replied 
Amrb, “ hast thou to object against Mauweiah ?” “ that lie is not qualified 
“for the Khclaufut,” said Abu Mussa.- “Dost thou acknowledge,” 
rejoined Amru, “ that Othman was unjustly destroyed ?” “Certainly,” 
said Abu Mussa, “ So certainly,” continued Amru, “is Mauweiah the 
“ wM/f or representative of that injured monarch : and shouldst lliou 
“ happily be prevailed upon to acquiesce in his elevation to supremacy, it 
^ will be easy to elude the censures of the people, by alleging thy convic- 
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*‘tian ofthntrirrumstance; andthe authority of the sacred Korin itself, A.H.XXXVHI, 
which affirms that the representative of a murdered prince shall be the A. D.biS. 

•• 8iicc*‘ss«)r Id his throne. But in addition to his other claims, is he not itouznt 
also the br<»ther of llaheihali, one of the prophet's beloved wives ?*» usiufi'A. 

“ 1 prithee Anirft," said Abft Mhssa, “ not entirely to divest thyself of the 
“ fear of Cjori, and to recollect, that if the ri^ht to the Khelaufnt rested 
“ upon nobility fif descent, the people must in all justice have concurred 
in submitting to the sovereignty of some one or other of the race of 
** Abrauhah the son Ussubbali the ilunieirian, througii whom is con- 
tinned the illustrious lineage of I'ebha, vvliose authority extended to the 
“extremities of tlie east and west- Independent of these considerations, 

“ the ancestry of Mauweiah can in truth bear no competition with that of 
“ Ally ; for what reasonable compaiisoti can be urged between the son of 
“ Abi Tauleb, and the offspring of Abu Soffeyan ? but after all, in point of 
“consanguinity, if ibo designation of wully could be applied to any one in 
“ particular, it should in justice be bestowed upon Amrh, ohe of the suf- 
“ viving sons of Othmau himself, rather than upon Maiiwciah. At all 
“events,” concluded Abu Mussa, “if thou canst be prevailed upon to 
“ coneur with iiiy views, we will raise the son of Omar to the Khelaufut, and 
“ recstalilish the system of his father.” Mere A mr(l attempted to evade 
the subject, by representing the son of Abdullah as not less distinguished 
in any respect than the father ; and by demanding why he should not con- 
cur in tlic elevation of this person to the throne of the Klialifs. Abu 
^lijssa did not pretend to deny to the son of Abdullah the merit of every 
accomplishment; but he had suffered his character to be contaminated 
by the share which he had taken in these sanguinary disputes. “ Come,'’ 
said he to Ainru once more, “let ns place the unblemished father on the 
“ throne of tlie prophet’s successors.’' Amrfi persisted, nevertheless, in 
luaiutaiiiiug that Abdullah Omar was incompetent to the trust; and that 
tliat man alone was worthy of the Khelaufut, who liberally distributed with 
one hand, while he regaled himself with the other. I fere Abu Mussa 
thought fit to remind him, that exhausted by the calamities of war, the 
community of Isslam had devolved to them respectively ; the trust of 
aibitraiing their dilfercn cos ; he therefore admonished* him to beware of. 
plunging tin rn again into the same scenes of tumult and death, and without 
further argument, to produce some expedient which might contribute to 



A»H.X3tXV1II. heal the dissemions which had so long destroyed the repose of their anVcn 
A. D. 6'58. ous fellow citizens. The deep laid scheme of Amrili now began to disclose 
Rouaut itself ; and he put a period to the conference by declaring that these dis- 
•MuffA. tractions were not to be appeased by any thing less than the absolute 
removal from authority of both Ally and Miiuweiah ; and the reference of 
the question of the Khelaufiit to the suffrage of a committee of electors, 
as had been practiced on the demise of Omar. To all which, without fur- 
ther discussion, Abu Musaa appears to have agreed. 

To guard him,* however, against the insidious design of which beseems 
to have entertained some suspicion, Abdullah Abbas, atu private visit to Abu 
Mussa, expressed his apprehension lest the cunning of AinrA should have 
alo'ady betrayed him into some ineonsiderate resolution ; but whatever it 
might be, be now most seriously ndiiioiiislied him not to allow any consi- 
deration to prevail u{)ou him, to be the first to pronounce his decision to 
the public ; since the perfidy of Amru was too notorious not to excite the 
jufitest apprehensions, -that lY the advice, whirh at such a crisis lie was 
irresistibly impellcti to give him, should he disregarded, the declarations of 
that consummate deceiver would be found dicnietrically opposite to bis 
ftngogernent ; which would give birth to disorders beyond the rea(‘h of 
human skill to remedy. Abu Mussa assured him in reply, that the measure 
which they had concurred to adopt, was of such a nature^ U', to secure them 
against the contingency of any disagreement in opinion, on the subject. 

The ensuing day Ahu Mussa and Auii*u, attended by a numerous con- 
course of people, proceeded to the place appointed ; when Amrfl wa* 
desired by his collegue to ascend the tribunal prepared for the oceitsion, 
tind announce to the pubbe the concerted result of their <leliberations, 
“ Heaven forbid,” observed the crafty AnirA, “that I should so far forget 
“myself, as to take precedence of a person so much my superior in age 
“ and virtue.” Ahu Mussa in concurrcMice with the importunities of this 
obsequious friend, accordingly ascended the tribunal ; and, alter perform- 
ance of the customary duties of his religion, in an offoiing of praise and 
adoration to the throne of Omnipotence, and an invocation of blessings on 
the memory of his prophet, proceeded to announce to the assembly ; that 
the restoration of peace to the community, and of order to the distracted 
condilioii of affairs, depended without alternative, on the resolution 
to which they had ogrecd, of absolving both Ally and Mauweiah from the 



'junctions of supreme government, and of transferring the question of the A^IiXXXVIlI. 
iKhelaufut to the decision of a competent meeting of electors. “ Accord- A. IX 658. 
ingiy,” continued he, taking off the ring which he wbre upon his finger, Housut 

1 remove Ally and Mauweiah from the Khelaufut, in the same manner 
“as this ring is removed from my finger.” He then quitted the tribunal 
and was replaced by Amru, who addressed the assembly in the following 
terms. “ This respectable personage as ye must have all witnessed, has 
“ entirely divested his superior of the supreme authority. Mark the differ* 

“ cnce.” Then encircling his finger with a ring which he held in his 
hand, he further pronounced, “ 1, for my part, have established my sover- 

eign Mauweiah in that authority with the same solemn publicity aa 1 
“ place this ring on my finger.” 

This extraordinary and unexpected result having excited an universaf 
clamour of surprise and indignation in the assembly, Abu Mussa proceeded 
to rc[)roach Amru with the perfidy and falsehood of which he was guilty in 
this shariu'Iess violation of the engagements into which they had entered. 

^ Would to heaven,” cried Abdurraihman the son of Abu Uukker, “ thou 
“ hadstbceii in thy grave Ahu Mussa, rather than such an award should 
“ have proceeded from thy lips.” “ Nay,” said Abdullah Abbas, “ the 
“crime rests not with Abu Mussa, but with that guilty miscreant who 
“ called him to such a trust.” Shorreiah the commander of the escort, 
j)roceeded to discipline Amru with his whip, but suffered himself to be 
a])peased by the people ; although he never afterwards ceased to lament 
that instead of liis whip he had not used his sword against the person of 
the detested deceiver. Others of the assembly loudly declared, that they 
ackiiowled^d no arbiter but God, disavowing any competence in either 
Amru or Abu Mussa to decide on such a question. Some of the people, 
of Irak, at the same time, evinced a disposition to draw their swords ; and 
would have immediately commenced hostilities at the very foot of the tri- 
bunal, bad they not been prevented by the interposition of A uddy the son of 
Jlaiitcm, who called upon them to recollect, that “ war witlmut the 
“ sanction of llicir Imaurn was against the law.” 

At all events the result of this memorable conference, produced univen. 
sal disgust and dissatisfaction among the people of llojauz and Irak ; but 
more particularly among the Beiini liausjiem^ who repeated to on.O' 



A.H.XXXVIIT. another on this occasion, the verses composed by his uncle Abbas in praise 
A. 1). fi58. of ilieir htro Ally, at the period wlmi thi'\ vveretMlIid upon to pU-dge 
Rouzut *heir allegiance to Abu Hukker. Frc»ins«wiie of tin* ilienlogisis, if v\c may 

ii«ufF4. be permitted solo designate the readers of ihc Koiait, who formed a p;ot 

of the assembly, Abu Mussa experienc 'd tiic hiiii'icsi rcpr-iaclu s ; whil * 
they did not forbear to tell him, ilut the prmrtly \|iy was i)ut loo 
thoroughly acquainted with the stupidity ot Ins chararlcr, he 

demonstrated so decided a repugnance to his appointment. Oilieis. more 
violent, menaced his life, and would probably have carried tin ir 
threats into execution, if he had not srasonahly made Ids escape to 
NIekkah. Amrh, with AhulOur and his followers, proceeded to Damas- 
cus, where they did not fail to congratulate Maiiweiali on the siiccessfut 
issue of the conference, and on his accession to the Ivhelaufut. Abdullah 
Abbas, and Shorreiali, with far diderent impressions in their hearts, repaired 
to Kufah, where it remained for them to communicate to their sovereign 
those circumstances of mortification and disappointment, which they had 
been constrained to witness at Doumut ul juiidel. We are here referred 
to the authority of Uifiz Abrh, and the compiler of the Miistekcy, or 
curious history, for the assertion, that it was in consequence of the result 
of this i^uspicious conference that Ally, by his example, established the 
illiberaJ^recedent of imprecating from the mumbers, or tribunals of public 
worship, the names of such persons as were hostile to his interests ; it 
being on this occasion directed by his authority that the liaunet, or curse 
of God, should be denounced from the pulpit against Mauweiah and Amru, 
and Abul Our the Selmian, Jeib, or perhaps Habeih, the son ofMosselamah, 
Zohauk the son of Keyss, Wulleid the son of Aukkehah ; and lastly against 
Abu Mussa, who^ had thus, either through treachery or imbecility, so 
shamefully compromised the interests of his constituents. Such a pro- 
ceeding produced immediate retaliation on the part of Mauweiah ; who 
enjoined that the names of Ally and his principal adherents should be 
pronounced with a similar malediction throughout the territories subject 
to his authority. 



CHAP. X. 


A lthough our details must continue to be drawn from the inex- A.H.XXXVni. 

haustible stores of the Rouzut ussiifll, yet the defect of arrangement 65^^ 
in the materials of that work, will some times constrain us, in digesting ' 

the order of events, to apply to other sources, where they are at hand. 

We shall therefore proceed to trace the remaining circumstances of the 
Khelaufut of Ally, according to the succession in which they are related in 
the Kholaussut ul aklihaur. 

It is generally understood, that at the period when Ally consented, with 
whatever reluctance, to the mission of Abh Mhssa to the congress at Dou* 
mut uljundel, llerkous the son of Zcheir, and Zerriaut the son ofMalek, 
both remonstrated against his confiding to Abfi Milissa what it was in the 
power of God alone to determine, and indeed against his deputing any one 
on his part to arbitrate with his adversaries. Ally demanded in reply, 
on what possible grounds he could be justified in violating his engagements, 
or in the infraction of a treaty so deliberately recorded and confirmed by 
the signatures of so many distinguished persons. On which Eben ul 
Kowa'i lushkery, the Eben Melkoud formerly alluded to, with the whole 
of the schismatics, henceforward designated Khouauredje, vociferating 
with loud clamours, “ that they would have no arbiter but God !” and having 
repeatedly assailed his ears with this sentence, they proceeded to declare, 
that if he persisted in adhering to the appointment of Abfi Mussa, he was 
guilty of a crime of which it behoved him to evince his speedy repentance. 

In short, that his troops had now sufficiently reposed from their exertions, and 
that it only required Ins orders to reassemble them for an immediate 
renewal of hostilities with Mauweiah and the Syrians ; which they uiged 
him to expedite without further delay. Ally denied that any guilt was 

iU 
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A.H.XXXVIII, attached to the simple mission of Aba Mdissa, although the circumstancet 
A. D. which gave it birth must be allowed to have originated in the most 
deplorable imbecility, lie then called to their recollection his fruitless 
'uiwufld. endeavours to warn iheiii against the designs of the Syrians, in the artful 
contrivance of exhibiting at the points of their lances, the sacred pages of 
the law ; and of their total disregard to his assurances of victory, if they 
would be prevailed upon to continue the conflict hut for one short hour 
longer. Ills entreaties and his views were equally despised and superseded. 
Zerriaut here declared, that unless he immediately put a stop to the depar- 
turc of Abu Mussa, and receded from the project of arbitratiem, they w'ere 
prepared to turn their arms against himself ; “ at all events,” said Ally, 
“ it behoves thee to repent thyself, for I perceive that thou art destined to 
“perish by my lance.” “In that respect,” replied Zerriaut, “ I am pre- 
“ pared.” Ally continued, however, to assert his innocence in all this 
matter, and that the guilt, if any, rested exclusively with themselves; when 
one of ilic bystanders observed to him, that it was impossible not to per- 
ceive that the party was become extremely formidabh*, that they had 
already goin*- the length of denouncing him an infidel, for his compliance 
with this obnoxious treaty, and that if he did not seasonably retract, it was 
very evident that llicy meditated hostilities against him. To this he con- 
clusiv<*ly replied, it wouldbotound that he was not unprepared to repel any 
aggressiosj eitlicr against his person or authority. 

'rhest* disc ii'^sioijs between Ally and the Khouauredje were still occasi- 
onally renewed until the result of the conference at Doumut ul jundel 
was published at Kufali ; when the schismatics openly avowed their satis- 
faction, insolently professing that those sacred obligations which had 
hitherto ren<len (l the person of their sovereign inviolable, were now 
forever cancelled, since he had virtually subscribed to his own degradation. 
Under these circumstances, one day while be was perform-ing the duties 
of ihe imauiiuit hi the principal mosque of Kufah, one of them suddenly 
rose and exclaimed, “ m urbiier hut GodP In which he was seconded by 
the clamouis of the whole party, by whom this sentence appears to have 
been usurped as the parole or test of their principles. On this Ally is 
Slated to have addressed them in the following terms, “ The sentiment 
“ which you have cln sen to express, I admit to be founded in truth, but as 
“ erroneous io its application, as your object in adopting it is iniquitous ; 
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“ being no other than to avail yourselves of some pretext, to set at nought A.H.XXXVIir. 
“ the command*), and proscribe the authority of your rulers ; which never- A. D. 659 . 

“ theless, so long as it is directed to the destruction of foreign enemies, Rou^ut 
** the accumulation of their spoils, to the security of your highways, to unuft^L* 

** the vindication of the weak against the powerful, and of the injured 
“ against their oppressors, is equally necessary to the welfare and existence 
of society, whether it is administered by the virtuous or by the wicked. 

“ Let it however be understood, that from me there are three things 
“ which ye have a right to expect. The first is, that I should not exclude 
** you from your mosques. The second is, that so long as you support my 
**■ authority, 1 should not withhold from you your due proportion of the 
“ spoil. The last is, that until ye provoke me by your aggressions, I 
“should not engage in hostilities against you.*’ 

The schismatics wore, however, pot to be dissuaded from their design* 

Their leaders proceeded to confer together at the residence of Abdullah 
the son of VV^aheb urrauhohy, (the monk) by whom they were formally 
apprized, that it became not a society of men, professing a belief m Ciod 
and a day of retribution, to hold themselves exeinfited from examining, or 
>H:tcnding to, all ihiiigs which concerned the general welfare. Neither was 
it worthy of such a society to withhold the dictates of immutable truth, as 
they bore upon every relation of life. Such being his opinion, all he 
should further observe, was, that their brethren having unfortunately 
entered into an engagement to refer their differences to the arbitration of 
two particular persons, with the reliance that such a decision would be 
given, as was conformable to the sacred principles of the Koran ; the 
arbiters thus chosen, had proved by the result of their deliberations, how 
unw oiiliy they w ere of the trust rejiosed in them, and how little their con- 
duct w as to be iiinueiieed by thrjse principles. He, therefore, that was 
disposed to eseape from an unexampled calamity, must abandon, without 
d( lay, a plaee w hich was become the abode of darkness and impiety. 

Ileiknus the s n of Zelieir solicited them by similar arguments to leave 
Kufah; while Hamzah the son of Seyaur, another of the conspirators 
urged tlu m in the first place, on the necessity of investing the manage- 
ment of their designs in some competent individual ; of whose prudence 
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A.H.XXXVni. and talents they might avail themselves, to conduct them through the 
^^9* difficulties in which they were about to engage. This latter proposal 
Rouzut received the immediate approbation of the whole, and accordingly a tendei 
vffufift. of the supremacy in all their concerns was made to Yezzeid the son ol 
Hhsseyne, one of the enthusiasts devoted to the party. It was howevei 
declined by him, and ultimately accepted by Abdullah Wauheb, who 
affectedly disclaimed all other motives in conforming to the desire of his 
associates, than what derived their source far beyond all earthly consider, 
ations ; beyond alt the plans of selfish or worldly ambition, lie then 
presented his hand, and received from them theirproffersof allegiance, declar- 
ing that he considered himself thus solemnly pledged before heaven, to 
promote the observance, and enforce the prohibitions of the law ; to with- 
hold the truth from no man ; and to be strictly governed in his procciod- 
ings by the maxims of the orthodox belief. With respect to llio-ie 
misguided persons, who could submit themselves to be imposed upon by 
the dictates of an arbitration, which set truth and justice at defiance, he 
now protested in the presence of that God, than whom there was no other 
in existence, that even though ho found himself aloiui and unsupported, 
he was determined to combat against them, until he should obtain tlit. 
glorious reward of martyrdom. 

it was accordingly determined on, after some subsequent deliberation, 
and on the suggestion ofYezzeid the son of flusseync, another of the 
illustrious family of Tiii, since it would expose them to premarure pursuit 
if they quitted Kiifah in a body, and as Medavein, wlucb was originally 
proposed as the jilaee of rendezvous, w'as iti many important points excep- 
tionable, that they should lake their departure from a place which was 
become now so odious, in numbers so inconsiderable, as to avoid observa- 
tion, and assemble at the bridge of N herwaim. A letter was at the same 
time transmitted to the adherents of llie party at Jkissor.ili, inviting them to 
join their friends at the station fixed upon for the gencMal rendezvous. All 
which being previously arranged, the malcontents proceeded, as had been 
recommended, in parties of two and three, towards NehiTwaun, gradually 
accumulating as they advanced, until they became at last a very numerous 
assemlilage under the same Wzzeid. 

Among those who had associated themselves with the insurgents on this 
occasion, happened to be Zeid the son of the respectable Aiuldy ben Hau- 
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(em, who hastened with all the expedition in his power to Med&yein, in A.R;XX3nniL 
the hope that he might still be able to overtake and reclaim his infatuated A. D. 
boy. Not finding, however, any trace of the Khouauredje at Med&yein, Rouzut 
he thought it prudent to acquaint Sand the son of Mi^ssfloud the Thiike- wiufflil 
fite, and uncle of the celebrated Mokhtaur, who at this period presided 
over that city under the authority of Ally, with what he had discovered of 
the designs of the revolters ; urgently advising him to pursue and circum- 
vent them wherever they could be found. On bis return towards Kiifah, 

Auddy was intercepted by a party of the Khouauredje, which was proceed- 
ing with Abdullah Wauhi'b towards Nehervvaun ; and his person would 
have been seized, but for the interference of two of their chiefs, through 
whose intercession he was allowed to continue his journey. In the mean 
time Saud the son of Mussaoud had marched with five hundred horse in 
search of the insurgents ; and at Kerkh, which at a subsequent period 
formed one of the subuibs of liaghdad, at the hour of evening prayer, came 
up with the party under Abdullah, which as yet consisted of not more 
than thirty men. These he immediately attacked, and might probably 
have atinihilatrd, had it not unfortunately occurred to some of his followers 
^that il was ad\isablo to forbear from putting these people to death until 
they should be regularly authorized from the seat of government ; for 
winch |)urpose they accordingly desired that Ik* would immediately dis- 
pat(d) ill) application to Knfah ; so that he was constrained to .suffer the 
rehi’ls lo escarie, while he returned with his detachment to Meddyein ; 

Alxlullah WaiilK-b proceeding without further molestation to Neherwaun, 
where he found his associates asst inhied in great force. Much about 
the same tune five hundred of the malcontents of Bassurah liTt that city 
and dirceti’d their course towards Neherwaun ; but Abdullah Abbas 
reeeiMiig iiitelligeiice of their departure, he caused a detachment- of troops 
to prtieeed in jiursnit of tliem, and endeavour to bring them back. They 
were oMnlakfii at the bridge of Tustcr, but were suffered neverthcleso, 
tlirtnmh ihe intervention of night, to continue their march unmolested; 
comjielling all the\ fell in with on their way towards Nelierwaiin to abjure 
the award of the at biters, and putting those the sword who refused !e 
comply wuh iheir nienaees. 

The moveim Ills and designs of the Kliouauredje, and their junction' at 
Neherwaun, could not well remain much lunger a secret from Ally; but 
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i.H.XXXVllI. with his usual moderation, before be bad recourse to measures of coercion^ 
^ P* he endeavoured by letter torecal them to their allegiance; with no other 
Rousut effect, however, than that of exposing himself to the mortification of an 
MuA. insolent reply, which the leaders of the insurgents, Abdullah ben Wauheb 
and Yczzeidi)en Hdsseyne transmitted to him in the following terms. 
“ The rage which thou hast presumed to express against thy creator can 
“injure none but thyself. On our part we shall only inform thee, that 
“ the day on which thy assent was given to the treaty of arbitration, con- 
“ firmed thee an infidel. Nevertheless, prove to us by thy repentance, 
“ that thou art returned to the true faith, and we may take thy proposals 
“ into consideration. Uut if thou art determined to adhere to the princi- 
“ pies of guilt, we thus solemnly adjure thee to resume the path of reeti- 
“ tude, with the assurance, that a righteous (jod will never befriend the 
“ advocates of duplicity* and treason. 

This reply from the Khouaureiljc, rendered every advance towards 
accommodation on the part of Ally hopeless ; he determined, notwithstand- 
ing, to connive at their insolence, and leave them U) themselves ; until he 
should have chastized the ambition of Mauweiali, against whom he was 
now preparing with fresh vigour for the renewal of hostiliiies. For this 
purpose he again quilted Kutah, and encamped at Xoklieilah, riquirmg 
his captains to prepare forthwith for anollier expedition into Syria. I lie 
Kufians seemed disposed on this occasion at lea^t, to support his views 
without reluctance; while the couriers whom he dispatched to the (liflerent 
provinces hastened the march of the various contingents, whieii lu> had 
ordered to join him. Arnongothers, his failbful kinsman Ahdullali Abbas, 
with seven thousand of the troops of Bassorah, repaired to the camp at 
Nokhcilah, where, from the continual arrival of reinforcements, ihc strength 
of the army was soon completed to eighty thousand men. In the mean 
time, intelligence which reached Inmof the enormilies committed through- 
out Irak by the insurgents, against all who refused to abjure the arbitration 
of Abfi Mussa and Amva, compelled Ally for the present to suspend the 
execution of liis'deslgns against Mauweiali ; the insurgents having put to 
death the person whom he employed to ascertain the truth of the reports 

* Of Bixistaoy from his principles perhaps ; ehe iheallusiou might more pertinently coms 
boms to themselves. 
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which had been circulated of their proceedings. These atrocities produced A.H.XXXyin* 
' from his captains a representation uftiie imprudence of engaging in a dis- A.D.659. 
tant enterprize, while such miscreants were left to prosecute at discretion )Eisnizut 
tlieir designs of blood and pillage against their defenceless fellow subjects ; issulB* 
with so strong a presumption, that their schemes of violence and outragr! 
would at no distant period be extended to Ki^fah itself. Under these con 
sideratious tht'y conceived it the wisest plan, in the first instance, to march 
against the schismatics ; and should a reasonable admonition tail to recal 
them to a sense of duty, the sword of avenging justice might be employed 
to dissipate their air-built projects ; after which relieved from their appre- 
hensions of any treacherous attempts during their absence, they would 
be able to proceed with greater confidence against his enemies in Syria. 

The prudence of these counsels was too obvious to be disregarded, and 
a resolution was immediately adopted to attack the Khouaurcdjc; for 
which purpose the army was accordingly directed to advance towards 
Neherwaiiii, a [xwition on the Tigris, some leagues above the confluence 
oftliat ri\er uith the Kuphrates. Having arrived by successive marches 
within a league of Neherwaun, Aliy encamped his troops. Here he 
jeiiewed Ills endeavours to reason the schismatics into a sense of duty, 
lir»tl)y deputing Abdullah Abbas, and Abfi Ayub the Ansaur, to investi- 
U.Uc and allay their discontents; and lastly when this had produced but 
little impression upon the minds of these obdurate rebels, he approached 
in person to a spot in the vicinity of iheir camp, within the compass of his 
\oice; and from thence addressed them aloud, in substance as follows. 

“ If ye remain still uninformed, that, when I agreed to submit my claims 
“ to arijitration, it was expressly stipul.iti-d on iny part, that the arbitrators 
should decide in strict conformity to the ilictates of the Koran ; ye cannot 
“ have forgotten that I forewarned you of the fraudulent design with 
“which the Syrians diverted uuir attention, by exbibitmg the sacred 
“ pages of the law at the points of their spears» ; and that w hen 3011 perti- 
“ iiaciously rejected every other mode of deciding those claims, | as pnl)- 
“hely declared that my consent was given on the express t>ondition, that 
“ the exeiti(»ns of the'^e arhitralors should be directed to revive those 
“ ordinances of the Koran which had been snflered to fill into ripnlect, 

“and to extinguish every doetrmeof which the sacred rode preserihed the 
“abohlion. Accordingly, since the two men selected to adjust oar 



J|iH*X3QCVin« “ differences, have chosen to decide in conformity to their own selfish 
A«D. 659. ** propensities, and indirect hostility to the sacitd word i « H, their 
Rouzut “judgment must be considered entirely null, and the question has n \ eried 
VMuffS* *• to its orginal ground. I am however yet to learn, to what causes are to 
“be ascribed these hostile and rebellious proceedings on your part.** 
The Kouaiiredje briefly replied, by acknowledging (hat when tin y acceded 
to the plan of arbitration they also had betrayed the cause of tiutli, and 
become infidels. Of their conduct on that occasion, th(.'y had howev( r 
long since manifested ihcnr sincere repentance. If by a similar compunc- 
tion, he could establish his claims to forgiveness, they were prepared ta 
submit theniselves once more to his authority. “ If,** rejoined Ally, 
“ notwithstanding iny precedence in Issiain, in my participation in the 
“ prophet's exile, and in my exploits against the eiuMnios of true religion 
“ to ensure the favor ofOmnipoteiice, I could be so base as to give testi- 
“mony to my own impiety, 1 should indeed deserve to be included among 
“ the most besotted of mankind.** He concluded however, by a request 
that they would appoint from among tliemselves some person on whose 
conduct and principles they could rely, in order to hold a disputation 
with him; pledging himself to conform to their desires, if fairly argued into 
a conviction of his errors ; and expressing a confidence that they were still 
possessed of a suflicient reverence for the judgments of an avenging 
deity, to return to their duty, provided he was liimself victorious in the 
controversy. 

To this they appear to have subscribed ; and Abdullah the son of Ulkoua, 
was chosen on their parts to support the disputation with Ally. This was 
opened by the latter, who demanded to know, what occurences had arisen, 
after consenting to his assumption of the throne of thi^ prophet's successors, 
after combating in his service, and giving every otht i proof of obedience 
to his authority, to justify those measures of rebellion and hostility, in 
which they were now engaged ; and how it came to pass, that in the war 
of the camel nothing could be observed in their conduct that bespoke a 
similar disposition ? To this Abdullah replied, that on the day of the 
camel there was no treaty of arbitration. “ May 1 request to be informed,** 
said the Khalif, “ which is best qualified to point out the principles of 
truth and salvation, the prophet or thyself? “The prophet without 
“dispute,” said Abdullah. “Perhaps then,” added Ally, “ thou art not 



, ” aware of that passapfe in the Kor&n, which was communicated to him A.H.XXXVlir, 
“on oroasioii of the coiitereuce with the men of Necljraun ; and no one A. I). 659. 

“ pretends to don)*t that (Jod has marked them as a perverse generation.*’ Uouzut 
“Nevertheless/’ observed Abdullah, “the passage exclusively applies uisuifiU- 
“ to that people ; but at any rate, in according thy assent to an adjust- 
lueiit by arbitral ion, thou hast tliyself become the author of those doubts 
“ which have arisen against thy pre tensions to the Khelaufut. Since 
“ therefore thou hast fsllcMi into the dilemma through thine own abetment, 

“ our suspicions with regard thy claims have not by that circumstance 
“boon n ndered the less warrantable.” Ally ermtinued however to reinforce 
his argume nts by further p<^rtions from the sacred code, and Ahdullah 
with equal ronstaiicy toeludt^ them, until he was compelled at last to 
acknowledge that all he had advanced waspcrfcctly consistent with truth ; 
that Ally was without a biciiiish in qvery respect, the solitary instance alone 
excepted, by which Ik* had authorized the appointment of AhCi Mdssaaiid 
Amrh, and by which he had proved himself, as he said, either an infidel or an 
npostatt from his principles. Ailydesired hiinto recollect that AbdMhssaonly 
htul been appointed by him, that Amrh was the choice of Mauweiah. “ AbA 
Klussa is an infidel, ” said Abdullah; “ wilt thou inform me,” replied Ally, 

“ at what period he became an infidel ; whether during his journey to Dou- 
“ mut ul jundel, or during the discussions at that place on the subject of 
“ the arbitration ? during the discussion,” said Abtluliah. “ Then,” con- 
tinued Ally, '‘since AbA Mussa is acknowledged to have been a true 
“ believer at the period when lie received hi-^ appointment, and became a 
“ traitor to his principles by his conduct only m the discharge of the trust 
“reposed in him, wherein does the circumstance imply any degree of guilt 
“ on my part ? If, for example, the prophet should at any time have had 
“ occasion to employ a person to adinouisli an infidel community to the 
“ worship of the true God, and that person should have perverted his 
“ mission toother purposes, in what respect could it impeach his employer; 
c'aiiy more than the imbecility or perfidy of AbA Mussa can be imputed 
‘‘to my charge, or justify that effusion of Mussulman blood for which 
“ you are responsible ?” IVreeiving that the discussion appeared likely to 
terminate to their disadvantage, the leaders of the Klioiauredje here 
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A H XXXVIll. interrupted the conference, by desiring that Abdullah would cat short all 
A. U. 659. further argament with this man, and withdraw to his party. After which 
Rouzut^ Closed every avenue towards accommodation by immediately prepar- 
l^uifa. ing for battle. 

Convinced at length that his dispute with the Khouauredje, would 
yield to no decision but that of the sword, Ally proceeded, on his part also, 
to dispose of his troops in order of battle, llis right wing being consigned 
to the charge of Hidjer the son of Auddy ; his left to Sheyth the son of 
llebbeiai, and his cavalry to Abh Xyiih the ansaur, whose tomb is near 
Constantinople. The general direction of the infantry was entrusted to 
Abh Ketaudah. The schismatics on their side, placed their right wing 
under the orders of Yezzckl the son of Husseync, and their left under 
those of Shorreiah the son of Abi Ohffy. llcrkoiis the son of Zeheir 
undertook the direction of the cavalry, and Abdullah tlie son ofUlkoua, 
just mentioned, tiiat of the inhmtry. Abdullah ben Wauheb, the chief of 
the insurgents, as well as Ally, most probably taking his station in the 
centre. The armies thus confronted, Ally placed his standard apart under 
the protection of a body of two thousand men, and caused it to be pro- 
claimed that all such as repaired to that standard should find pardon and 
security, and that all whoklepaitedJquietlyforKhfah would be entitled to the 
same indulgence. This appears to have succeeded in producing all the 
effect that could he desired ; one of the leaders of the Khouaureelje, 
Fcrdah the sonofNoufil Eshjai, with five hundred men, immediately 
retiring towards Dezhkouh ; others took the road to Kufah ; while a consi- 
derable body passed over to the standard, and cxjierienced the protection 
which had been held out to them. By these unlooked for desertions, the 
force with AlKlullah ben Wauheb was soon reduced to less than four 
thousand men ; w ith which, however, he did not hesitate to assail the far 
superior numbers of the Khalifs army, which had been directed to expect 
the attack without moving. This circumstance probably encouraged the 
audacity of the insurgents, who advanced to the charge with such extra- 
ordinary resolution, as to make a considerable impression in the ranks of 
their opponents; but ultimately separating into two divisions, they diverged 
towards the right and left wings. In this effort Shorreiah was engaged by 
Keyss the son of Saud, wbo struck off one of his legs ; notwithstanding 



339 

ivhirli he continued his ezertionfl until his antagonist put an end to his A.H.XXXV11I. 
• exisil'‘iu;e» A. 

Ill de tailing the circumstances of this battle, the author proceeds to Ruuzut 
relate, that among others of the Khouauredje who had distinguished usiuffi. 
theniu'lves on former occasions in the cause of Ally, one in particular, 

Ehiitss ul T.ii, had exerted himself with conspicuous gallantry in the con- 
ilii s at '^t’il'einc. This person now presented himself at the head of the 
troops uf his party, and having recited aloud certain verses in praise of 
his associates, urged his career with impetuous fury against the opposing 
line of Ally’s troops, which he entirely penetrated to the rear, lie was 
hciw ever pursued and brought to defend himself by Ally in person, by 
\vhos(' sword, after a gallant resistance he was levelled in the dust. In 
the mean lime ilerkous ben Zeheir, who had watched an opportunity to 
attack the person oi Ally, now spurred his horse against him ; and was already 
prepared to strike, when that prince anticipated the blow, and clove his 
helmet to the seull ; dropping the reins, his horse bore him senseless from 
the field of battle to a deserted spot on the bank of the Neherwann river, 
into which, about the close of the action he was thrown, and thus perished. 

Ills coiiziii Malek the son ofUIwessauh, attempted to avenge the death 
oFhis kinsnian, but supplied another proof of the resistless might of Ally’s 
arm. Rendered desperate by the fate of his a^isociates, Abdullah ben 
Waulieb, to whom, in contempt probably, these writers have also assigned 
the appellation of iirraiihcby, the monk, who was in fact the feinienting 
principle of the conspiracy, and acknowledged chief of the insurgents, now 
called aloud to the son of Abu i'auleb, by which appellation he chose to 
address him, demanding to know how long he proposed to exhibit these 
proofs of over liearing violence, against his inferiors in strength ; and daring 
him to try the vigour of a warrior’s assault in a contest with his equal; 

“ i'or,” said he, “ 1 have pledged myself by an oath never to leave this 
“ spot until 1 have either made thee a sacrifice to my vengeance, or fallen 
'Mn the prosecution of it.*’ Smiting at this arrogant ebullition, Ally dis- 
dainfully replied, that with a competent experience of that prowess which 
he dared to defy, he could not but consider the language, to which he 
had given expiession, as extremely misapplied ; he should therefore ascribe 
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A.H.XXXV11I« it to an effort of despair ; and that having dismissed all further regard ff/r 
A. D. (>on. life, he was compelled to hasten his destiny, by hazarding a conflict with 
' liouzut superior manhood. Abdullah had by this time approached within con- 
^sbuAa. venient distance ; when with a single stroke of his scimitar, Ally 
dispatched him to the abode of the wretched. 

The death of this man was immediately f(»llowed by the almost entire 
destruction of the remainder of the Khouaurcdje ; of nearly four thousand 
of whom, that had shared with him the dangers of the battle, not 
more than nine persons escaped the carnage ; which by a sort of miracnlous 
coincidence also constituted the number of the slain on the part of the 
victors in this uiucpial contest; according to the express prediction of the 
Khalif, who had announced previous to the commencement of the action 
that day, that of his own soldiers destined to fall in the approaching con- 
flict, the number would not exceed the order of nriits, while on the part of 
the enemy not ten persons would escape with life. Of the nine individuals 
who thus escaped the slaughter, two arc re[)r(?scnted to have fled into 
Khorassauii, and from thence after a short interval to the region of Neini- 
roiiz, when; they became the origin of the Klionaredj«» of Seiestaun. Two 
more took refuge in Yemen, of whom the schismatics of that country are 
the descendants ; two retired into Omnian, and two into Jezzeirah. Of 
the two latter. Anthem the historian of Kuhih is stated to affirm that 
many of the descendants existed in his clays on the hanks of iheKiiphratcs: 
the ninth fled into the district of Tehnonezzin, of whom no memorial hns 
been preserved. Three of the insurgc’nt chiefs have been already accounted 
for. Yezzeid ul ITnsseyne, the fourth, is said to have been transfix(*d in 
the course of the battle, by Ah ft A>iih, the ansanr; at any rate, if the 
report of the latter to his sovereign is entitled to belief. NeithiT can we 
omit to observe, that Hauny the sob of Khetlaub and Zeiaud the son of 
llefzah, are both of them said to have contended for the merit of having 
killed Abdullah the son ofWauheb; which appears to be countenanced 
by the acknowledgement of Ally, that they had contributed to hasten the 
fate of that rebel, since they had both assailed him with their lances. 

Through one more circumstance of this battle, though perhaps not very 
niaterial to relate, we must reconcile ourselves to attend the author. Pre- 
vious to the commencement of hostilities on this occjision, Ally is said to 
have stated to his followers, and for the truth of his assertion, to havo 
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appealed to that God wlio splits the barley corn for vegetation, and who A.H.XXXV11!» 
from the exhaiistless stores of his benevolence, has clad his creature man A* 
ill the garb of existence, that the profihet had long since preadmonislied Rouzut 

him of the events in which he should be engaged with this misguided uasuftl* 

faction. Namely, that he siiould be at war with a band of miscreants 
whose secession from the principles of truth to the mazes of error and 
falsehood, would be as irrevocable as the flight of an arrow from the bow 
of the archer; that, as a mark by which he should be able to distinguish 
such a sect, there would be found among the individuals of which it was 
composed, a person to one of whose shoulders, in place of an arm, would 
be susj)oiulcd an excrescence of flesh, resembling the breasts of a woman, 
covered at the extremity with bristles, like the whiskers of a cat. On the 
same suI)ji3Ct, Oi)L‘idah of the tribe of Selmnn is said further to relate, that 
he was 111 the Khalifs train, when he arrived in the neighbourhood of 
NcliLTvvauii ; and that person brought intelligence, while Ally was 
engaged in public worship, that the insurgents had crossed to the opposite 
side of the riv<.*r. When Ally had finished his devotions, he observed that 
the report was unworthy of belief, since he was too well assured that they 
would never pass the river ; for that destiny had marked the scene of their 
de'^truction on this side. Accordingly when the insurgents met their fate 
on the very spot which the Khalifhad indicated for that event, he directed 
that they should search for the body of Zurriiedciah, the man with the 
breast. Tlic people employed in the search, at first returned and reported 
that no person answering tosueii a description was to be found among the 
dead. Ally directed them, notwirhstandiiig, to renew tfudr search, insist- 
ing with an oatli, that the body of Zul Tbedciali was on the field of battle. 

'Dicy again proceeded to examine the slain; until under a heap of forty 
ib^ad bodies, llioy tbuml the carcase of Zul Tliedeiah, of whose identity 
tlicv had immediate proof; for they found, on inspection, depending from 
his sliouiders, a fli-sliy excrescence, such Jis Ally had dcscrilicd, which, on 
drawing out, became extended to the length of his other arm, and i^n 
being disengaged inimediarcly shrivelled up to the rcscinblaoce of a 
womiurs breast. Of the Khouauredje, however, who were left for dead 
on I he field of battle, four hundred were discovered, in whom the vital 
^paik was not yet extinguished: these, by the Khalifs direction, were 
restored to their relatives. Tlio more valuable property of the slain, fus) 
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A.H.XXXVni. directed moreover to be delivered up to those who possessed the claims of 
A.D. 659. iiiheriiance ; consigning to his victorious soldiers the cattle only and arms 

Rouzut of ilie vanquished. 

UMuild. Having thus terminated with equal rapidity and success, his expedition 
against these insurgents, Ally endeavoured to avail himself of the facility 
with which the victory was achieved, as an argument to stimulate his 
troops, now that a bent fieeiit -providenee was so evidently disposed to favor 
theirexertions,to accoinptiny him, as they had originally pledged themselves 
to do, against the provinces of Syria. Some ol his most distinguished cap- 
tains, among whom we again find tlie name of Aishiiiith the son of Keyss, 
representing, however, that their quivers were exhausted, their arrows 
broke, and their swords impaired, wit li fieijuent use; and retpiesting that 
lie would roeonduct them to Kfd.di for the pnrpi^se c)f replaemg tlu ir 
equipments ; after which they would he able to second Ins views with 
greater confidence, to the efrectual rxiirpaiion of his {‘inmiii's, lie was con- 
strained to give way to their renioiis! ranees, and a'/eordingly proei'eded on 
bis return to KCifali ; in sight of which, at Noklieilah, in due rime, lie again 
resumed his station. From hence he permitted all sneli as r('(|nin‘d it, to 
repair to the city ;hiit lest the exjieditioii, on which Ins C'enlries appear' d 
to be so ardently fixed, should he exposed to any fin tlier delay, tlicv were 
laid under a positive restriction not to rcniam there beyond trie period of 
one day. The next day, accordingly, with the exception of a very few 
of such as were still under the influence of a more honorable sentiment of 
loyalty, the camp w'as almost entirely deserted by the whole army r wlfn h 
preferring the inglorious ease of a quiet life, to the honorable fatigues of a 
distant enterprize, seemed but little disposed to rejoin its colours. Under 
these circumstances, Ally felt himself constrained to enter the town ; the 
citizens in vain endeavouring to apologize for their ci nduct, while he did 
not attempt to suppress his indignation at the repeated proofs of disobedi- 
ence and ingratitude, which lie had experienced from them on this and 
other occasions. The tone of serious resentment, in which he expressed 
himself, seemed for a moment to awaken a sense of compunction; they 
became profuse in their concessions, renewed their protestations of 
attachment, and once more declared themselves ready to follow wherever 
be chose to lead them. 
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These expressions of returning duty wrought upon the Khalifto accept A.H,XXXVnii 
•f their acknowledgments, although he determined to bring their sincerity A. D. 6&9. 
to an immediate proof. For this purpose Haureth the Hamdanian, one of Roucut 
his captains, was directed to proclaim, that all such as were animated by vssuQ* 
the genuine spirit of loyalty, should repair, on the morrow, to a suitable 
place of rendezvous in the neighbourhood, which would be pointed out to 
them. So little, however, was this spirit to be depended on, that when 
Ally proceeded the following day to the encampment designed on this 
occasion, he found that no more than three hundred persons had been 
pos'^cssed of sulFicient zeal to obey this last summons to join his standard. 

He declared,. however, that had the number amounted only to a thousand,^ 
itmiglit have been entitled to some consideration ; but with the handful 
which ho saw assembled, that it would be folly to tempt his fate. After 
remaining here for several days, a. prey to sorrow and disappointment, he 
was at length urged by Hidjer the son of Auddy, aud Keyss the son of 
Saud, to enforce hisordeis for the expedition into Syria ; and if the people 
continued to disregard Ins authority, to suffer them to punish the disobe^ 
dient. 'I'he pioolamatioii was accordingly repeated ; while Miaukkil the 
*son of Keyss, made a circuit of the adjoining towns for the purpose of 
reassembling the troops ; but, before the latter could return from the service 
in which he was tluvs employed, his master was destined to be enrolled in 
the ill iistriniis catalogue of the martyrs. 

It has been already noticed in a former page, that Ally had, unfortunately, 
conceived it expedient to remove Keyss the Sf)n of Saud Ibbaudali, from 
the government of Fgypt, and to transfer that province to Mahornmed the 
sou of Abu Hukker. On the arrival of his successor, the son of Saud 
fvdinquislied his aiilhority without a murmur; suggesting, at the same 
time, with \ery disintcr(sted zeal, the necessity of temporizing with the 
party in that coniUrv, which had not yet been prevailed upon to pledge 
tlieir allegiance to Ally's government; and pointing out l)y name those 
jK'rsoiis wIk-sc attadiment it would be ad\isable to conciliate, if it was 
considered ol’ importance to retain the subjection of that opulent province. 

Ke^ss had, however, no sooner left the country, than his prudent counsels 
were f'rgoLton ; the son of Abu Rnkker, though admonished by re|)calcd 
defeats, piTsisting in the employment of force, to compel the* allegiance of 
the obnoxious par^y. There resided iu Egypt at ih:s period, a person, who 
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XiH.XXXVITL bore the name of Mauweiah the son of Khodeiah, who had lonjr Tiriuri?.hc(l 
A D. 6'59. the most violent animosity against Ally’s person and j;ov(‘iiinn. nt ; wfio, 
Rouzut encouraged by the general discontent, which was exoiud hy the rcMili of 
the inauspicious conference at Donmut ul jundel, had embraced ilie oppor** 
liinity of exciting the most serious comniotirms in the ]jrnvince ; uruler the 
still specious pretext of avenging the blood of Othniaii, by which a multi- 
tude of the lawless rabble of the country were persuaded to join his 
standard. 

The dangerous situation to which his government was reduced, was now 
communicated bv the son of Abu Ilukkor to the Khidif; w ho at l.ist resolved 
to avail liinisflf of the dott'rmiiied valour and military skill of the, failliful 
Malek Ashtur, in order to appease iliese troiihles. This gallant eliiefiain 
had been s( nt at the termination of the war of SeiliMiie, to pruside in Jei{- 
eeirah, the upper part of the peninsula, between the 'I'lgris and Knpbrates ; 
but hastened on the fiist summons to altend the ord('is of his sovereign on 
this occasion. To him, in confidence, Ally huiieiitecl the immature years 
of the son of Abii Bukker, and the doplmahle incapacity and inexpcjrience 
which, contrary to expectation, he had betrayi'd in lln* management of his 
gom’nmcnt. fie then signified his intention of superseding that prince ; 
and requested his advice, as to the person whom he thought bi‘st qualified 
to supply liis pl.are. Malek gave Ins opinion without resjTve, that no one 
was better qualified for the trust than the neglected Ke\ss hen Sand ; for 
whose immediate reinstatement a mandate was aeconlingly issued by 
Ally. This was, however, resolutely declined by Keyss, on the pica of his 
former unjust and unmerited removal ; but he appears to have accepted of 
the government of Azerbaijaun, to wiiicli lie was now nominated, as some 
reparation for the injury. In the mean time, the Khalif proceeded to 
explain his view's more clearly to Malek Ashtur, by avowing that, all things 
considered, he looked upon himself as the must competent to 
restrain the Kgyptians ; and more particularly, because in the in- 
stance of almost every other person, he was under the necessity of fur- 
nishing instructions for every case that arose ; whereas with respect to him, 
such a precaution was superfluous; since he was fully capable of conduct- 
ing himself on every emergency, by the native energies and resources of 
bis own mind. This loyal and intrepid chieftain was ultimately prevailed 
*upon to subscribe to the arrangement now offered to his consideration ; and 
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liereceived from the Khalif the letters patent^ investing him With his new A.H.XXXVlIt. 
• authority, in terms unusually flattering to his honorable ambition ; and he A.D.6A9. 
was then urged to hasten with the utmost dispatch, in order to dis- Rouzut 
pel, by his presence, the mischiefs which had accumulated under the suufil, 
unfortunate administration of his predecessor. 

Malek Ashtur left Kbfah accordingly, and proceeded on his journey 
towards Egypu But in the mean time intelligence of his appointment was 
oommuiiicated to the governor of Damascus ; and awakened in the mind of 
that artful and politic prince an apprehension, that if assailed in conftrt 
by Ally from Khfah, and by Malek Ashtur from the side of Egypt, his 
position it) Syria would become extremely critical ; and he therefore hasU 
ened to devise some plan by which he might contrive to obviate this 
double misfortune. It happened that on the route which Malek was pur- 
suing on this occasion, there lived, at the period in question, a villager, 
or peasant, who maintained some intercourse of friendship with Mauweiah ; 
to him the latter immediately wrote, advising him of the approach of 
Malek Ashtur; and charging him, as the journey of that chief would infalli- 
bly lie through his place of residence, to meet, and engage him to partake 
of the hospitalities which he should be prepared to ofler ; during which, he 
was to watch an opportunity of conveying a certain mortal poison into 
his food. Of this laudable employment, the peasant, villager, or townsman, 
it matters little which, appears to have availed himself without much com- 
punction. When the unsuspecting traveller drew near, he hastened 
to greet him with the most lavish professions of service, announcing* 
himself as one of the tributaries of his government, and as having long 
expected the gratification of entertaining so estimable a guest. Malek 
Ashtur was completely drawn into the snare, and complied with the per- 
fidious invitation. A preparation of honey, into which the fatal mixture 
had been introduced by the traitor, was tendered for his refreshment; to 
taste ofzcfiich, and to die, was one and the same tfdng. 

In this manner perished the warlike and otherwise invincible Malek 
Ashtur; whose character, if not already sufficiently delineated by bis 
actions, may be iii some measure further appreciated by the op)>osite impres- 
sions, with which the account of his premature exit was receivW by Aliy and 
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A.H.XXXVin. Mauweiah respectively. The latter, previous to the death of this intrepid 
A. L). soldier, in announcing to the Syrians his appointment to the government 
Rouzut of Kgypt, acknowledged that the apprehensions which he entertained of 
the valour and talents ofMalek Ashtur, far surpassed any thing which he 
could ever experience with respect to his superior; and he therefore recom- 
mended that their prayers might be addressed to heaven, to avert the evils 
with which, in common with himself, they were threateiie(l by the daring 
spirit of that enterprising chief. On intelligence that he was no more, he 
furlhcr announced to his followers, with no small satisfaction, that of the 
two eyes of Ally’s power, llaushem the son ofAuttebah Wokauss had 
already perished ; or, if other authorities arc entitled to credit, he said, that 
of the two arms of Ally, one had been cut off when the venerable Aumar 
Yaussser expired in the conflict of Sefleine; and of the other, heaven in 
propitiation of their vows, had now deprived him, in the death of Malek 
Ashtur. The instruments of divine vengeance, said he, are infinite; it is 
some times conveyed in a mess of honcif. On the other hand, the 
sorrow of Ally, at the loss of this invaluable commander, received consi- 
derable aggravation from the iiitelligeiicc, which about the same time 
reached him, of the equal grief and shame with which the son ol Abft 
liukker hud been overwhelmed by his uiilookcd fur supersession. To 
conciliate the wounded spirit of that prince undtr such impressions, Ally 
conceived it prudent to write to him in the following terms. Of your 
“ distress of mind, in consequence of my seltM tion of Malek Ashtur to 
“ conduct the government of Egypt, 1 am sufliciently informed. This 
“ was however a measure to which 1 had recourse, not from any impression 
unfavorable either to your diligence or exertion in the discharge of your 
trust, but from a desire of placing you at the head of another govern- 
ment ; which, although of equal extent and opulence, and salubrity of 
“ climate, would require less anxiety and application in its management, 
« and where it would be in your power to enjoy a life of leisure and 
“ repose. The man whom 1 designed to supply your place was equally 
calculated by his prudence to confirm the attachment of my friends, and 
“ by the vigor of hiS mind to avenge me of my enemies. But 1 am now 
apprized that the number of his days has been completed; and that he 
“ is of course absorbed in the infinitude of divine mercy. You are iherefore 
** required to continue in your present government, which is placed as 
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. formerly atyonr discretion: I shall only recommend that your exerti- a.H.XXXVHIj 

ons in opposing the desighs of the enemy may not be relaxed; that A.D.659. 

** y(»ur zeal in admonishing ‘ the misguided may not be diminished ; Rouaut ' 

and that you fail not to supplicate the support of Omnipotence in all usiufflL 
“ your undertakings ; so shall the bounty of heaven be extended to (he 
“ accomplishment of all your wishes, and the perfection of all your 
“ designs. 

On the death of Malek Ashtur, finding that the attention of Ally was 
siifliciently engaged in the contest with the Khouauredje, which is here 
c?rpressly stated to have occurred subsequent to the event which we have 
been just recording, Mauweiah gladly embraced the opportunity to fulfil 
his en;>uge.mriits with Amrfi, whom he now accordingly dispatched with 
* six thousand men for the reduction of Egypt. He wrote at the same time 
to the insurgent Mauweiah ben Khpdeiali, requiring him to support the 
expedition of A mrfi, ^ho M'as immediately joined, on his arrival in the 
Egyptian territory, by the reltel and all his force. Encouraged by this 
accession of strength, Ami'fi sent a message to the son of Abfi Rukker, 
warning him to quit the country while he could yet do it in safety ; others 
wise he must be conscious, as it was sufliciently manifest to all ]sslllm« 
that the blood of Othman was on his head. To this the son of Abfi Buk- 
kcr is said to have replied, that he did not consider the death of Othman 
of such importance, nor his share in it of such extent, as to make him 
accountable for it to any man ; and least of all to Amrfi, whose activity in 
promoting that event was far superior to any thing that could be justly 
ascribed to him. But he trusted at any rate, that he should yet have it in 
his power to treat Amrfi as he had already treated Othman. 

Perceiving that his antagonist was not to be driven from his govern- 
ment by menaces, Amru prepared to expel him by superior force. On 
his part, the son of Abfi Bukker employed a detachment to oppose the 
invader, under the directions of Kenaunah, the same person that with his 
knife inflicted the first wound on the unhappy Othman. A part of his 
force was now detached by Amrii, under Abdurrailiman the son of Bukker, 
to keep this body fn check ; the two divisions came to a battle in which 
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Ji.H>XXXVIU. the troops of AidHj» with their leader, were defeated, and sbamefully- 
iV.D. 659 . driven for shelter into his camp. Upon this Mauweiah the son of Kho-‘ 
Kouzut deiah was required by Amrh to go and give battle to his son ; for that is- 
ussnil'd. the relation, in which historians,, and particularly Ebcn Hamdau, and 
Mahommed ben Jerreir the Tebrian, have represented Kenannah to have 
stood with this Mauweiah, although, according to others, he is called the 
son of Besher. Mauweiah proceeded however to meet the division under 
Kenaunah, whom he defeated and killed with his own hand in the course 
of the action, telling him that his guilty share in the murder of Othman 
had armed the father's hand against his offspring ; otherwise his life would 
have been spared. The defeat of this commander was followed by the 
immediate and entire .dispersion of all who served about the person-, 
of Mahommed ben AbO Bukker, who was himself compelled to abscond ; 
but being soon afterwards discovered among some ruined buildings, where 
he had concealed himself, he was dragged from thence and put to a miscra^ 
hie death by the son of Khodeiah ; who exercised Ifis vengeance on several 
of his defenceless and innocent offspring, by sewing them up in the bellies 
of horses or asses, or of some other quadruped, in which they were cruelly 
scorched to death. Amr6 then entered Cairo, and took possession. of tho^ 
government of Egypt without further opposition. 

We are at the same time given to understand, that on the earliest intel- 
ligence of the approach of Amrh, the unfortunate son of Abh Bukker had 
dispatched to solicit aid from the Khalif; but that no intreaties of the latter 
were sufficient to prevail upon the men of Kiifah tx> enable him to comply 
with the request. On which Ally is said to have implored heaven to placo 
this refractory colony under the authority of some man, from whom they 
might experience neither compassion nor mercy : according to others, he 
bitterly exclaimed, “ May God consign them to the power of some slave 
whose morose and unpitying disposition shall avenge my wrongs."^ 
The prayer of Ally, continues our author, was not unhe^d ; for on that 
very night, according to the majority of historians, was born the sangui- 
nary Hejaujeben YCissuf the Thakefite, equally celebrated by the appella^ 
tion of the tyrant Hejauje; from whom the citizens of Kfrfah were destined 
to endure all those miseries which, by a just retribution, were afterwards 
inflicted upon them. Others, however, less disposed to credit th& 
j3;uraculou5 efficacy of Ally’s prayers, contend that the birth of the cruel 
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Hejauie did not lake place until the forty second of the Hidjera ; and that A.H.XXXVUI# 
the loss of Egypt, and the death of Mahommed the son of Abh Bukker, A. D. 659; 
occurred so far hack as the year thirty-seven. Be that however as it may, Rouzut 
the untoward events in Egypt occasioned in the mind of Ally the greatest “wfik- 
anxiety and distress, which he hastened to communicate to his kinsman 
Abdullah Abbas, at this period employed in his government of Bassorah. 

The latter committing his charge to the care of his deputy, Zeiaud the son 
of Ommeyah, immediately repaired to K£ifah, privately resolved not to 
separate from the person of the Khalif any more. 

The government of Ally must, as the authoti confesses, have sustained » 
severe shock by tlie death of the son of Ab 6 Bukker, and the consequent 
establishment in Egypt of the authority of AmrL In the mean time, 

Mauweiah actively awake to derive every advantage of circumstances, sent 
Abdullah ben Khozzermy to reduce Bassorah; which this officer appears to 
have effected without difficulty, Zeiaud the lieutenant of Abdullah Abbas, 
absconding on his approach*. Ay tin the son of MDijausKia, at first 
employed by Ally to restore his authority, and expel the son of Khoazsrmy 
from this important station, was killed, and his troops defeated In the- 
attempt ; but a second effort under Jauriah the son of Keddamah proved 
more successful. Abdullah Khozzermy shut himself up in the palace of 
govprnment, which being set fire toby the troops of Ally,, he was there 
with all his followers burnt to death. 

In the thirty-ninth of the Hidjera, a- division of two thousand' men under ^ XXXCC 
Niauman the son of Besheir the aosaur, was detached by Mauweiah a, D-659» 
against Eyne us Shums ; one of the I|eliopolisea of the ancients, and 
probably that which is said to have lain on the confines of Egypt and 
Arabia. The station- was at this period defended on the part of Ally by 
Malek the son of Kaaub ; but his troops having, for the greater part, fled 
on the very appearance of the enemy, he was compelled to retire within 
the walls of the palace, from whence he dispatched a messenger ta solicit 
the re lief of his sovereign. But Ally having again applied in vain for the 
assistance of the men of KAfab, and Malek perceiving the arrival of rein- 
forcoments delayed beyond his expectations, he bravely resolved by » 
desperate effort to attempt his own deliverance. With one hundred men,, 
the whole that remained of his garrison, he sallied out and attacked the* 
troops of Niauman; with whom he maintained an unequal conflict uptili 
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A.H.XXX1?C. the hnur of evening prayer, when Abdurraihman the son of Mohennef 
A. D.659* with fifty horse, most seasonably appeared to his assistance ; and Niaiiman 
Rou 2 ut conceiving that this might be the prelude of more considerable reinforce- 
uwuffil. meiits, immediately gave up the contest and withdiew into Syria : thus 
unexpectedly relieving his antagoni4 from the pressure and iticonvenieiicies 
of4i rigorous siege. 

Determined to assail his adversary from every quarter, Mauvveiah during 
the same year employed Sofleyaii the son of Owiif in the reduction of 
Haibet ; a city, here said, to lie between MosshI and the Syrian territory, 
from whence that ehict proceeded Cowards Amba, in Arabian Irak ; which 
he also took and pillaged, after an action in which he had previously 
defeated and killed iibcii i Jussaun ul Bukkery, ihe governor on tlie part of 
Ally. These accumulating niisiortunes seem to have aagravated the 
resejitment, with wliicli the. Khalif was already siidicieiitiy impressed 
against the people of Kufali ; he quitted the city alone, without holding 
any communication with them, and to(>k up his abode in the euuip uhu h 
was fomiing in the neighbourhood. •Nevertheless he suffered himself to 
be prevailed upon to return the next day, by the principal inhabitants, who 
represented these matters as not of such importance by any means, as to 
require his personal interference: and in compliance with th(‘ir sugges- 
tions, he ordered Kr'yssthe son of Sand, with a competent force, to repel 
the invasion ofSoffeyaii. This commander proceeded m search of the 
enemy with all the diligence and ceh'rity of which he was capable, and 
continued his march to chc very confines of Syria. But as the invaders had 
possessed themselves of an immense booty, the first object sccins to have 
been to convey it to a place of security ; and tlieir r 2 ireat was accordingly 
either so rapid or well timed, as to elude all p; rscit. 

In the course of the same year, a detachment of seventeen hundred 
men, under Abdullah the son of Mhssaud ul Ferauzy, was employed by 
Mauweiah,in the direction ofTeima ; a city or town which we are taught 
to look for on the skirts of the desert adjoining to the frontiers of Syria. 
His instructions were to levy upon the wandering Arabs of that desert, the 
aedkaut, or contribution originally prescribed by the law, for the relief of 
the poor, and the purposes of religion; to make war upon all who 
resisted ; and to extend his operations to the sacred cities of Mekkah and 
Medeinah. The son of Mfissaudah proceeded accordingly as far as Teima; 
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and had commenced his exactions among the wandering tribes, when A.H.XXX1X. 
, intelligence of these further encroachments was conveyed to Ally. A.ID.659. ' 
body of two thousand men was immediately directed to march under the 
orders of Mosseyb ul Ferauzy, to give battle to this invader of the Khalifs uwiffll* 
rights. On his arrival at Teima, Mosseyb attacked and defeated the Syrians 
with considerable slaughter, but suffered their chief, to whom he was 
nearly related, to escape into the town with most of his followers ; telling 
him, as he slightly struck him with his gauntlet, to hasten his flight, lest 
inexperience or folly might lead him to his own destruction. Mosseyb 
next invested the town, and having heaped a great number of faggots 
against the gates, he caused them to be set on fire. Softened however by 
the cries and lamcnfations uttered by the besieged at the prospect of ine- 
vital>ie destruction, Mosseyb directed the conflagration to be extinguished; 
while Abdullah, with his garrison, contrived, under cover of the night, to 
escape into Syria, 

Another course, by which Mauweiali contrived to embarras and distract 
the attention of his adversary, was to send a large force into the desert on 
the route of the pilgrimage; with instructions to destroy all the places 
erected for the accommodation of the Hadjies, to fill up the wells, and put 
tlie giiartJs to death entrusted with the care of these stations. They were 
also din cted to divert the pilgrims from proceeding to Mekkah, by expos- 
tulations on the absurdity of visiting a place where there was no longer 
faith, nor a person to preside over the sacred ceremonies. Zohauk, the 
commander employed on his part to execute this service, conducted him- 
self with extreme rigour and cruelty ; but was ultimately attacked and 
defeated hy llidjor tliesoii of Auddy, who had been detached with four 
thousand men hy Ally to chastise the incursion. About this same period 
the rights of the Khelaufut were further invaded, on the part of Mauweiali, 
by an iiiteinpt to introduce at Mekkah, an ageut whom he proposed to 
conduet the pilgrims from Kgypt, and the shores of Africa westward of 
l\u\i province, iluring* the processions and other ceremonies of the visitation,, 
lint Kotiiein the son of Abbas, who held the government of Mekkah on 
the part of Ally, opposing the usurpation, 'the dispute would have termi- 
nated 111 immediate hostilities, had not the citizens interposed with a 
declaration, that they should not be permitted to interrupt the period of 
the solemnities, hy any act of blood ; and to put an eud to all coutcoversy 



A.H.XXXIX. on subject, they resolved that Shiaubah the son of Othman should 
A. D. 660. officiate as pontiff on that occasion. The occurrences of the year thirty- 
Rouzut nine conclude with an excursion which Mauweiah, attended by the flower 
mufGt. of the troops of Syria, made to Mosshl, on pretence of visiting the banks 
of the Tigris, a river which he professed never to have seen before ; but in 
reality to create an alarm at Kflfah, that he was in person about to enter 
Arabian Irak, while his captains were employed in assailing the territories 
of Ally from other quarters. After a few days recreation, he returned 
however to Damascus. 

A H XL; commencement of the year forty, Besher the son of Ertaut was 

A. D. 660. sent by Mauweiah, at the head of three thousand men, to take possession 
of the two sacred cities of Mekkah and Medeinah ; and to proceed ulti- 
mately into Yemen, in order to summon the people of those different 
quartern to acknowledge the authority of his master. In pursuance of his 
instructions, the son of Ertaut came first before Medeinah, at this period 
under the government of Abfl Ayi^b the ansaur ; who seems to have aban- 
doned his trust on the appearance of the invader. The latter accordingly 
entered the city without resistance, and repairing to the principal mosque, 
there tooY possession of the pulpit of the imaiimut; from whence, in pro- 
nouncing the Khotbah, he called by name for the slaves of Othman, and 
sternly demanded how or where they had disposed of their lord, 'fhe 
citizens of Medeinah, to whom the appellation was addressed, indicating 
by tears and lamentations, either their sorrow for the past, or their appre- 
hensions for the future, Besheir again imperiously demanded, to what 
cause he was to ascribe these expressions of sorrow, in the murderers of 
their sovereign i further solemnly assuring them, that if not forcibly 
restrained, from such a measure of retribution, by the absolute commands 
of Mauweiah, he would not, for his own part, have suffered a man of them 
to survive the revolution of that day. He gave them, at the same time to 
understand, that he amongst them who declined to jjledge his immediate 
allegiance to the authority under which he served, must consider himself 
the accomplice of liis ow n destruction. After which, descending from the 
tribunal, he required and received for Mauweiah the alligiauce in general 
of the whole of the inhabitants. Of the principal citizens, however, Jauber 
the ansaur contrived for some time to secrete himself in different houses 
of the place; until one of those in which he bad spught concealment, being 



on discovery given up to plunder by the Syrian general, he threw A.H.XL. 
himseif on the protection of Omm*e-Selmah, one of the prophet’s widows; A.p. 660 . 
by whom, though herself ardently attached to the cause of Ally, he was Rouzut 
advised to submit to the authority of his antagonist ; since, as she declared, asiuffll. 
every circumstance seemed to indicate, but too clearly, that the sovereign 
power would ultimately rest in the person of Mauweiah. A piece of 
advice to which this person accordingly thought it expedient to conform. 

Besher, after establishing Abh Horreirali in the government of Medei- 
nah, now proceeded towards Mekkah, which was also abandoned on his 
approach by Kothem the son of Abbas ; such, "it qannot be disguised, 
being either the deplorable decay of energy, or want of resource, or disaf- 
fection, which, at this period, seem to have pervaded almost every quarter 
of Ally’s dominion ; and which must have greatly hastened that ascendancy 
which his detested rival was ordained to acquire in the destiny of his 
country. Among those who thought fit to conceal themselves on the 
approach of the invader, although his services in promoting the views of 
the party might have been supposed sufficient to render his person invio- 
lable, was Abh Mussa the Aishaurite, who still resided at Mekkah ; his 
retreat was, however, soon discovered, and he was brought before Besher, 
who, peradventure, with good reason demanded, what had induced him to 
abscond. Abd MAssa alleging, that he had fled for life, Besher required 
him and all others to know, that the orders of Mauweiah extended to the 
allegiance, but not to the lives of the prophet’s friends. AbA M6ssaaccord<« 
iiigly submitted, and was allowed to return to his dwelling without further 
molestation. The authority of Mauweiah thus quietly established over 
the sanctuaries of his faith, Besher continued his march into Yemen; where 
from the character of the gallant Abdullah Abbas, to whom the government 
of that province had long since devolved, it might have been expected 
that he should have experienced some resistance. The son of Abbas 
made however a precipitate retreat, leaving the hazard of repelling the 
invasion, to his lieutenant Abdullah Uaurethy. This latter on his arrival, 

Besher immediately put to death, together with all his children ; and the 
two infant sons of Abdullah Abbas, Abdurraihman and Kothem, who.*n, 
regardless of their innocence and tender years, the cruel invader inexorably 
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destroyed. In the mean time, intelligence of the expedition against the 
A. D. 660. sacred territory had reached Ally; and a detachment of four thousand men 
Rouzut under Jauriah the son of Kedaumah, and Wauheb the son of MhssAoi^d 
vMuffil. the Thaukehte, was immediately sent by that prince in pursuit of the 
enemy. As their progress lay through Nedjeraun, these chieftains in their 
turn embraced an opportunity of signalizing their vengeance against the 
party of Othman, great numbers of whom, assembled at that place, they 
put to the sword. They then prosecuted their march towards Yemen ; but 
the sanguinary Besher eluded their further vengeance by an early flight 
from the province. On this occasion wc are told, that when the cruelty of 
Besher, with respect to the children of Abdullah Abbas, was reported to 
the Klialif, he testified the utmost grief and impatience ; and in the bitter<ir 
ness of sorrow, cursed the immolator, whom he besought the Almighty to 
deprive of his reason. The prayer of Ally was heard; at a subsequent 
period Besher was struck with insanity, and in one of the paroxysms of 
the malady, falling for his sword, his domestics gave him one of wood, and 
at the same time a skiii distended with wind on which to exercise his fury ; 
which be proceeded to do with sudh unremitting violence, that be 
expired under the exertion. 

The e(|uaniniity of Ally was now perhaps considerably shaken by the 
misfortunes which assailed him on every side ; and by the reflection that in 
many instances they were to be ascribed to the factious spirit, and dubious 
^Jelity which prevailed among his subjects. We accordingly find him 
about this period, exciting, by the severity of his measures, the discontent 
and displeasure of his warmest friends. Thus, when apprized that his 
kinsman Abdullah Abbas had appropriated, or perhaps embezzled part of 
the public treasure at Bassorah, of which place he retained the government, 
he wrote to assure him, that if he had presumed in any instance to lay his 
hands on that sacred deposit, beyond what was strictly warranted by the 
law, be might expect the utmost punishment. His accounts were accordingly 
•ubjected to the severest scrutiny ; by which the son of Abbas considered 
himself so deeply injured, that he immediately relinquished all his employ- 
ments, and withdrew to Mekkah ; desiring it to be understood that he had 
never courted authority, much less was the government of Bassorah of 
such importance to him, that he should continue to hold it under such 
circumstances of degradation. It is however further stated, that when 
Ally became senaibLe o( offence which he bad given by demanding: 
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. tvhat he was unquestioDably authorized to do from Abdallah Abbas on this A.K.XL. 
Occasion, a strict account of his receipt and expenditure, and that his A. D. 660; 
kinsman had in consequence withdrawn into private liife, he condescended Rouziit 
ab soothe his resentment, and at last prevailed upon him to resume his 
post. Thus also, he provoked the desertion of his brother Aukkail, who 
Went over in the course of this year, and submitted to the authority of 
Mauweiah ; for reasons however which reflect considerable credit upon 
Ally, for that incorruptible integrity with which he continued to apply the 
resources entrusted by the public to his discretion. It would' appear that 
Aukkail bad taken an opportunity of complaining to his brother of the 
slenderness of his means for the support of a numerous family ; and of 
requesting that some trifling addition to his salaiy might be allowed from 
the public treasury. This Ally refused to do, alleging, that he had already 
assigned him the portion to which he was entitled ; and that it was not in 
his power, however he might be disposed, to give him any part of that 
which was the property of others. But Aukkail continuing still to urge 
the necessities by which he was impelled to solicit relief, the Khalif affected 
to acquiesce; and desired, since there appeared to be no alternative, that he 
Would attend him that night, when they would break into the house of a 
certain wealthy neighbour, and And an ample supply for all his wants. 

Aukkail demanded with a mixture of surprise and indignation, if he 
could seriously propose to relieve him by so gross a violation of the laws 
of society ? “ On the great and solemn day of account," replied Ally, 
how much easier shall 1 acquit myself against the accusation of a solitary 
indi\idwal, than against the united cry of the whole community of lssl4m, 
iiidividuaily possessed of an equal claim in that property, which thou hast 
“endeavoured to persuade me to divert to private purposes ?" 

Ac(‘ording to other writers respecting the same incident, we are 
informed that when Aukkail applied to his brother for an augmentation to 
his pension, the latter desired him for a moment to suspend his impatience ; 
and withdravi'ing into the house, returned shortly afterwards w'ith a piece 
of red hot iion, which he requested him to lay hold of. Naturally recoiling 
from a proposition which appeared so extraordinary, Aukkail remarked 
that if his brother was not disposed, by some proof of liberality, to relieve 
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A. H. XL. bis distresses, it behoved him at least to forbear from subjecting^ him to 
A. r). any injury of this kind. “ Nay then,” said Ally, since thou art iucajjjble 
Rouzut “ of sustaining the elTect of that fire which is produced by the operation 
wvutfa. of mere humanity, how canst thou judge it reasonable, that I should 
“ expose myself to be consumed in that which is kindled by him who 
rules the universe ?” However this may have been, perceiving that his 
application would in no shape be attended to, Aukkail watched his 
opportunity, left K(!tfah, and withdrew to Damascus ; where he experienced 
from Mauweiah the most distinguished reception, and by whom his 
avarice and ambition were gratified beyond bis utmost hope. Never- 
theless, when Mauweiah in presence of his court presumed to describe 
him as a person more exalted in the estimation of his father Abutaulcb* 
than liis brother Ally, Aukkail entirely disclaimed such a preference; 

alas Mauweiah,^^ said he, “ what man endowed with the sense of sight, 
** would assign to the obscure star Sofia, a pre-eminence to the radiant 
** glories of the sun ; will any man in the possession of his understanding 
“ raise the humble ant to a level with the majesty of Solomon ; whatcompar- 
^Mson does an atom boar with that resplendent orb, which illuminates the 
“world, or a drop of water with the boundless stores of the deep? in 
“justice recollect,” continued be, “that while thou and I were still attached 
to the worship of idols, Ally w'as exposing his person to promote and 
“ extend the truths of Isslum ; and take my assurance that necessity, with a 
“ sense of imagined injury, and peradventure the love of worldly wealth and 
** splendour, could alone have induced me to exchange my dependence on 
“ that model of righteous men, for a precarious subsistance on thy 
“ bounty.” Many were the altercations which ensued between Mauwxiah 
and Aukkail on the same subject ; but as the above will have affurded a 
sufficient specimen, our author has very considerately spared his reader the 
irksomeness of a further detail ; and proceeds to describe the more material 
incidents which brought the life and reign of Ally to a premature and 
tragical conclusion. 

In introducing the subject of the succeeding catastrophe, the historian, 
after some previous statements which are not of sufficient importance to 
repeat, advises us that a variety of causes have been by different writers 
assigned for that pityless animosity which armed the hand of £ben Muljum 
against the sacred life of the prophet’s successor ; but that he will endea- 
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vour in this piftce to furnish his readers with that information which he A.H.XI«, 
has derived from a perusal of tiiose authors whom he conceives best enti- A. D. 660; 
tied to their confidence. He accordingly proceeds to relate, that after the Kduzut 
defeat of Neherwauii, cither accident dr the prospect of an asylum against 
their enemies, brought to Mekkah, in the persons of Abdurraihman the 
son of Mutjuin of the tribe of Mfiraud, of Barek the son ot Abdullah of 
the tribe of iemeim, and Amrh or Aumer the sun of Bukker of the tribe of 
Sauid, three of those incendiaries who had been most conspicuously active 
in the insurrection of the Khopauredje ; the former, in particular, described* 
to have been originally sent, with twenty others, by the son of Abu Bukker 
on some previous occasion to the presence of Ally, as one of the boldest 
and perhaps most turbulent soldiers in the army of Egypt. As they fre- 
€]uently met together, the conversation would naturally turn upon . the 
unsettled slate of the government, and the merits and misfortunes of their 
slaughtered companions ; and they ultimately expressed a conviction, that 
these agitations would never subside, until the public mind was set at rest 
by the death of three distinguished and ambitious individuals ; these were 
Ally, Mauweiah, and AmrCi. On which Abdurraihman declared that he 
would undertake to dispatch the former; while Barek engaged to finish 
the career of Mauweiah ; and Amru to quench forever the ambition of the 
governor of Egypt ; and a particular evening having been fixed upon, for 
the execution of their design, the three conspirators, after poisoning their 
scimitars, and mutually pledging themselves for the performance of their 
engagements, accordingly separatc'd; Eben MAIjum taking the road to 
Kfifah, Barek that of Damascus, while the son of Bukker proceeded into 
Egypt. ^ ^ 

On his’arrival at Kufah, Eben MAIjum became acquainted with, and 
violently enamoured of, a woman whose uncommon beauty and attractU 
ons he was uaable to resist ; whose name was Kettaumah, and of whom, 
adds our author, might justly be said, that her face was like the glorious 
reward of the virtuous, and the tresses which adorned her cheek, like the 
black record of the villain’s guilt. This woman had belonged to the fac- 
tion of the Khouauredje ; had lost a father, brother, and husband, or 
according to others, an uncle and husband, in the conflict atNeherwaun ; 
and to the solicitations of her lover she now replied, that there would be 
1)0 obstacle to the attaiiimeptof bis wishes, provided he would undertake, oa 
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H. XL. bis to disobiM]^ himself of the terms which she should propose ss the 
A.D. 660. price of her hand ; these she stipulated to be three thousand dirhems, 
Rouzut a male and female slave, and the head of Ally the son of Abhtauleb. 
Mnifllb With respect to the latter article, Eben Muljum avowed, that it was ex- 
pressly the object which had brought him to KAfah ; the others were dt 
eourse acceded to with little hesitation. The lady next prevailed upon 
Werdan, a person of her own tribe, to be his accomplice, together with 
Shauib the son of Boheirah, who was persuaded to join in the conspiracy, 
•ither by the seductive arts of Kettaumah, or the wicked suggestions of 
Abdurraihman ; who, with his two associates, now impatiently expected 
the arrival of the seventeenth ilamzaun, the evening of which had been 
fixed upon for the perpetration of their nefarious design. 

Repairing to Damascus, the second assassin, Barck the son of Abdullah 
had an opportunity of carrying his design into execution ; and succeeded in 
iudicting a dangerous wound on the person of Manweiah, while engaged in 
the performance of divine service In the principal mosque of that city. 
But being immediately seized, he endeavoured to assuage the fury of the 
usurper, by announcing that he had a circumstaiice to communicate, from 
which he could promise him the highest possible gratification ; and being 
directed to explain himself., proceeiled to allege that on this same evening 
his associate Abdurraihman had by that hour cut ofl' his odious rival at 
KAfah. To this Mauweiah replied, that, as in his own case, the design might 
nevertheless have miscarried ; and immediately commanding his feet to be 
cut off, and his tongue to be taken out, the assassin was in this state 
dragged from his presence, and exposed to perish by the most miserable 
and Ignominious death. The wound which Mauweiah received on this 
occasion, is described to have been either on the loins, or some of the parts 
adjoining ; and the most eminent medical skill was inimf'diately summoned 
to undertake his cure. He w'as given to understand, that to ensnre his 
recovery, he had the choice of two remedies : he must either submit to the 
actual cautery, or take a draught, or mixture, after which be must not 
expect to be the parent of another child, Mauweiah remarked, that 
he was already satisfied with the number of his offspring ; on this head 
he therefore declared himself perfectly indifferent, swallowed the draught,: 
and was soon afterwards restored to health. Lest how'cver he might be 
again exposed to similar attempts, he caused a certain part of the mosqua 



lobe divided off, and converted into a aort of aanctuat};, or neksftrali, into A. tL XU 
>vrhich none were suffered to enter but those who postesaed hit entire A. D. 6$o, 
confidence ; being ever afterwards further attended on such occaa iona, by a ^tut 
numerous guard, with their sworda drawn in readiness to defend him 
against every injury. 

The third conspirator, who had engaged for the dispatch of Ararfi, laid 
by on his arrival in Egypt, for the evening agreed upon with hia acoom- 
plices; but, fortunately for himself, Amrfi. being that evening prevented, 
by a fit of the cholic, from his usual attendance at public worships 
another was, by him, deputed to officiate in the duties of the imaumut in 
his stead. The assassin, unapprizcd of the substitution, made so deadly 
an application of his scimitar to the person of this illfated delegate of the 
priesthood, while engaged in his prostrations, that he raided bis head no 
more : and when a clamour^proceeded from all sides, that he whom the 
villain had murdered was not their governor, he confidently en^ough asserted 
that he did not consider himself to blame; since the mischiefliad not fallen 
upon the person for whom it was intended. When brought to the pre» 
scnce of Amrfi, the murderer further confessed his error. ‘^Sinner,** 
exclaimed he, “ the stroke was not intended for any ottfer than thyself.” 

“ But God,’’ replied Amru, “ intended it for another.” The assassin was 
immediately put to death. Our attention is 'now recalled to the tragedy 
preparing at Kufah, where the son of Muljum was destined to conduct hia 
share in the conspiracy, to a more fatal termination. 

For some time previous to his death, we are given to understand that 
Ally had been accustomed every evening to repair to the principal mosque 
at Kufah ; where, w ithout an attendant, he contintied at his devotions, not 
unfrequently, until dawn of day. This practice at last alarming the 
apprehensions of the many who were most zealously concerned for bis 
welfare, it was determined that, since iu the midst of enemies he seemed 
insensible of the danger to which he exposed himself, it behoved his friends 
to provide for that security of which he was himself so negligent ; and a 
party was accordingly stationed, in the precincts of 'the mosque, to guard 
their sovereign by turns from the approach of evil. One evening, however, 
when Ally repaired as usual to his devotions, this guard attracted his 
attention, and he demanded to know who they were, and for what purpose 
they attended at such an houf. After announcing their names, they pii»» 
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A, H. XL. ceedeJ to inform himi that, being not without very considerable apprehen* 

A. D. 6'6o. sions of the designs of his enemies, they had long since taken upon 
Rouzut themselves to protect him, through the night, against the malignant attempts 
ittBuffil. of treachery and animosity. Ally requested to be further informed, 
whether their cares were directed to defend him from those calamities to 
which he might be exposed by the decrees of heaven, or against the efforts 
of human hostility ; to which they replied, that as their energies did not 
extend to a contest with celestial beings, they could not presume to protect 
him against the agency of heaven ; nevertheless, ^should'there exist among 
his adversaries any meditation of evil against his person, an interference on 
their part might peradventiire prove an obstacle to its execution ; so far 
they therefore considered themselves engaged to provide that from an inha- 
bitant of this world at least, no injury should assail him. “ And yet,** 
rejoined Ally, “you should have recollected that the fate of the most 
“ obscure individual on this earth is placed under the particlilar and immedi* 
“ate controul of heaven.” An argument, says our author, of such irrefraga- 
ble truth, that the friends of the Khalif no longer thought it necessary to 
charge themselves with the care of his person during these his nocturnal 
vigils. About this particular period. Ally is also said to relate, that the 
prophet having appeared to him in a dream nr vision, he could not forbear 
complaining to him of the perverse and hostile conduct, which he had so 
frequently experienced from those who professed a belief in his doctrines; 
end he was desired by the prophet to imprecate the justice of heaven against 
the offenders; on this he prayed that God, in compensation of his sincere'piety, 
might soon exalt him to associate with a far better order of beings than those 
of whom he was compelled to complain ; and that a far worse than himself 
might succeed to rule over them. The effect of which was too speedily 
manifested in his martyrdom, which took place shortly afterwards, and in 
the consequences which followed that event. It is further stated, that a 
short time previous to his assassination, Ally should have inquired of his 
sons Hiissun and Husseync, how many days had elapsed of the month of 
Ramzaun ; and being told “ fifteen,” should have remarked that he must 
yet continue their guest for live days longer. And we are lastly taught to 
believe, on the testimony of one of his female attendants, that on the pre- 
ceding Monday morning, while she poured water on his hands. Ally 
prophetically exclaimed, rubbing his beard, “ alas for these silver hairs 



** which by Friday evening are destined to be crimsoned with the blood of 

thi*ir owner.” 

But, though many other circumstances might be recorded, from which 
it wuuld*appear, that Ally was by some means or other aware of the 
approaching crisis ; it will in this place, be suffieient further to state, that 
on the morning of that day, Friday the seventeenth ofRamzaun, on which 
he was destined to suffer by the hand of the assassin, he betrayed consi- 
derable agitation and anxiety of mind ; ultimately recollecting however that 
there was no resource against death, no possibility of eluding the decrees 
of destiny, lie prepared himself with becoming fortitude for that fatal separ- 
ation which was about to tear him from from his friends; and in the evening 
proceeded towards his usual place of worship. As he quitted his own 
door, a flock of poultry which was at hand, raising a loud outcry at his 
appearance, one of the att('ndants attempted to beat them away with his 
cudgel, hut was desired by Ally not to molest them, since they were the 
inouriiers of liis death. Just as he was entering the mosque, Werdan, 
one of the accomplices of Ehen MOIjum, all of whom lay on the watch for 
Jus opportunity, made a stroke at the person of the Khalif; but missing 
his aim, his scimitar took the side post of the entrance. £ben Mhijum 
with more fatal precision, gave the devoted prince a cut on the head, 
exactly on the scar of a former wound, which in the action of Ekhraub, 
he had received from Amri^ the son of Ahdoud. On feeling himself 
struck, some words dropped from Ally expressive of his resignation 
to the will of him who is lord of the Kaaubah, and summoning reso- 
lution to meet his fate. Being immediately surrounded by the people, 
to their inquiries as to (he author of this sacrilegious assault upon his 
person, he replied, that God would so »n overtake the miscreant. Werdan at 
first made good his retreat to his own house, hut on discovery of his guilt, 
was put to dcath,by his relations. Sliauib, the other accomplice, fled from 
the scene of danger under cover of the night, and entirely escaped. But 
Ehen Muljiirn being observed the next morning hurrying through the 
streets of Kufali with the hh)od stained scimitar in his hand, one of the 
tribe of Abed Keyss went up to him, and demanded who he was; and 
having learnt his name, directly charged him with being the person who 
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A* H« XL. had wounded the sovereign of the believers. The parricide, through the 
D.6f;i. providcMice of God, involuntarily acknowledged, though he strove to deny 
Rouzut that he was the man : and other inhabitants being immediately sum- 
ussuffa. Qioned to assist in apprehending the traitor, he was accordingly seized and 
conveyed to the presence of Ally ; who exclaimed the moment he saw him, 
that without a falsehood, this was the person from whom he had received 
his wound. The Khalif then addressed him, and demanded if he had not 
loaded him with benefits, and what motives could have induced him 
to such an act of ungrateful perfidy ? £ben Mfiljum did not deny his 
his obligations ; but alleged, that for forty days he had been employed in 
whetting his sword, and had importuned heaven with his prayers to per- 
mit him, to make a sacrifice of that man, who was the most sinful of his 
nation. He was now consigned to the attendants with a charge, that if the 
Khalifs wound proved mortal, he should be put to death w'ithout torture. 
Others further relate, that the assassin was consigned to the particular 
careoflmaum ilussun, with strict injunctions that he should not be 
doomed to suffer either hunger or thirst ; and that if the Khalif should 
perish of his wound, the criminal should be executed by a single stroke ; 
intimating that he might not suffer the aggravated punishment of a lingering 
death. Accordingly when Ally had breathed his last, the traitor lihen 
Muljum was carried to a summary execution, in the manner which had 
been enjoined ; though his detestable carcase was wrapped up in mats, 
and consumed to ashes by the aiilicted friends of the departed monarch. 

The historian of Dainur, notwithstanding, relates that when the spirit 
of Ally had taken flight to the mansions of eternal bliss, his nephew 
Abdullah the son of Jaufier commanded that the eyes of the murderer 
should be first seared with a red hot wire, and his hands and feet cut off, 
All this the criminal endured without a murmur ; but when it was further 
directed that his tongue should be cut out, he suddenly gave utterance to 
the loudest lamentations ; and the son of Jauffer expressing some surprise, 
that after sustaining the former part of his punishment with so much con- 
stancy, he should have exhibited such extraordinary marks of impatience^ 
at the idea of losing his tongue, £ben MCiljum replied, that his sorrows 
were not occasioned by the apprehensions of pain and death but by the 
reflection that in the last fleeting moments of existence he should be 
deprived of that consolation which resulted from repeating the blessed namo 
of his creator. 
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We ere le^ly ihfbrinM, thttt in tlie agonies of dissolution, Ally among 
ether admonitions which he delivered to Itnaum Hdssun, finally chaiged 
him to beware of committing his remains to the earth in any spot that 
should be known to the public ; since, including infidels and those of his 
own persuasion, against whom the cause of justice had unsheathed his 
sword, not less than ten thousand individuals had on different occasions 
fallen by his hand : he therefore confessed his apprehensions, lest the 
vengeance of their survivors might lead them to violatethe sanctuary of the 
dead, and expose his body to indignity ; though these apprehensions more 
particularly arose from the declared and inveterate hostility of the house 
of Ommeyah. And having thus absolved himself of every earthly concern, 
the last aweful moments of life were exclusively employed in the solemn 
repetition of his belief in the unity of God, and in the divine mission of his 
prophet ; which he continued to reiterate, until speech was finally arrested 
by the stroke of death. 

This event is generally understood to have taken place in the month of 
tlanizaun, of the year forty ; although the day on which the noble minded 
Aliy actually expired, remains yet undetermined between the nineteenth, 
twentieth, and twenty-first of that month. In compliance with his dying 
instructions, his body was privately interred by his sons Hussun and Hfis- 
seync, in a spot concealed from all but his own family. The place of his 
sepulture continued unknown for near a century and a half afterwards, 
until it was accidentally discovered at Nudjef, in the neighbourhood of 
Kfifab, on one of his hunting parties by the celebrated Harfinraschid. 
fie died at the age of sixty-three, after a turbulent and unsettled reign of 
four years and nine months. His virtues and extraordinary qualifications have 
been the subject of voluminous panegyric ; and his warlike exploits from 
his youth upwards have been particularly celebrated in the Khaweriiamah,* 
a poem well known in the east, and which may, perhaps, contend in 
extravagance with the wildest effusions of hluropean romance. With his 
acknowledged talents and magnanimity, it is however difficult to account 
for that train of civil mischief and perpetual discontent, which continued 
to disturb him through the whole of his reign. His gallant spirit was 
probably incapable of bending to the ordinary shifts of political craft ; and 
it is perhaps true, that the Arabian chiefs were not yet sufficiently discU 

* This work, ittustrated by numeroM is, or ought to be, in the East India Corn# 
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A. H,XL. plined, to see the sovereign authority quietly monopolized by any partieu- 

A.D. 6t)i. lar family. 

Kholaussut- I’h® name which this venerated prince originally received from his 

sl-akiibaur. mother Fautima the daughter of Assud son of llaushem) was Ileyder, very 
probably in honor of hisgrandsire, with whose name it is synonimous ; that 
of Ally having been at a later period bestowed upon him by bis couzin, the 
prophet of Arabia. History has further canonized him with the titles of 
Wassei, executor or heir to the prophet, and Mortezza, the clif>seii of God ; 
and his more familiar or metaphor’cal appellations were ALul Jfussun, 
parent of lliissnn, and Abuti^ianb, or parent of dust ; this latter was also 
bestowed upon him by the prophet ou a very trivial occasion ; otherwise 
he might perhaps have boon supposed to acquire it by his humility ; a 
quality liy which he does not, however, appear to have been remarkably 
distinguished. At diilererit periods of his life, we learn from the chronicle 
of Haflez Abru, that he was successively married to nine wives. First, to 
Fautima the prophet's favorite daughter, during whose life he married no 
other. Ry her he had three sons, Ilussun, and lliisseyne, of whom more 
hereafter, and Moiuissen, who died in infancy. Second, Ommee Soiineiu 
the daughter of Hcrrauiu, by whom he had four sons, Abdutiuh, and 
Abbas, and Othraan, and Jautler; each of these perished in the tragedy at 
Kerbela. Third, Esstuna the daughter of Ommeiss, by whom he had two 
sons, Yahcia and Auwun. Fourth, Oinmm iiaixubuh the daughter of 
Rebbeiali, by whom he had one son of the name of Omar. Fifth* 
linaumah the daughter of Abiul Auss. Sixth, Kliaulah the daughter of 
Jaufier ben Keyss, by whom he had one son, iMahomnied the elder, bettep 
known by the name ofMahomtned Uaneifah; although W'e w'erc told on 
a former occasion, that this person was his son, by a female captive sent 
him by Khaled after the victory of Yeniauma. Seventh, flidja the dangh^ 
ter of AmrOl Keyss the Kulaubite. Eighth, Leyly the daughter of Mus- 
sdoiid. Ninth* Ommre Saud the daughter of Oorvvah. Of his two sons*. 
Mahommed the second, and Mahommed the younger, the inolhtT is 
uncertain. Exclusive of those whom we have just enumerated, he had 
two more sons, and eighteen daughters, whose names it would be unnecTS- 
•ary to detail. We may be allow'ed further to state, that o£all these sons* 
five only left posterity : namely Hussun, IlAsseyne* Mahomnu d Hanei* 
fall, Abbas, and Omar, from whom may be derived the whole race of the 
Seyeds. 
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CHAP. XI. 

A T.TfTOUGH the short lived period of the reign of Hussun, admitting 
that his authority were acknowledged beyond the limits of KAfah, 
was pci haps scarcely snfticicnt to announce bis accession, in some 
remote parts of the empire, we find him, nevertheless, included by his- 
torians among the legitimate Khalifs, the immediate successors of the 
prophet. It is already known that he was the eldest sou of Ally and Fau- 
tima. He was born at Medcinah, in rfie third year of the liidjera, was 
ill his seventh year at the death of the prophet, and must accordingly have 
attained to the age of thirty-seven, when the premature dissolution of his 
father opened his way to the succession. At the expiration of two days 
from that event, he repaired to the principal mosque of Khfah ; and having 
ascended the pulpit of the imiuimut, from thence announced to the people 
the calamitous exit of ihtir sovereign. With every demonstration of zeal 
and siiirerity the whole a'^sembly immediately proffered him their allegiance. 
But ill setting the example to his fellow citizens on this occasion, Keyss 
the ^oii of Sauid Kbhaudali, having pledged his subin'^sion with a sort of 
reserve to the doctrines ofthe KoiAn, the institutes of the prophet, and to 
ilie expre^^s ohligatioii of making war against the infidels, or those who were 
in arms against his auihority, lJussun could not forbear remarking, in a 
manner which siidieiently bespoke his disapprobation, that since war 
against the enemies of llu ir faith was already enjoined by the ordinances 
of the sacred ctwle, anti the pretvpts tif (iod’s messenger, the present stipil- 
lalion seemidentiielysuiieilliKuis; from which it required no extraordi- 
nary sagacity to discover that Hussnn inherited, from nature, a disposition 
but little suited to the warlike spirit ofthe times. 

Maiivvelali on the other hand, on inlelligence of the assassination of his 
rival, immediately invaded liak at the head of sixty thousand men ; while 
Hussun with an inferior force of forty thousand, hastened to oppose him. 
Of these, on his arrival in the neighbourliood of Mcdaein, he formed 
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A.H.XL. advanced guard of twelve thousand horse, which he consigned to the 
A.D. 661. directions of the abovementioned Keyas the son ofSauid. In the mean 
Kholaussut- time, he had found an opportunity of discovering in the demeanor of some 
uhokhbaur. of his followers many symptoms which evinced a decided repugnance to 
the war, which he had been compelled to undertake in defence of his 
rights ; though possibly more in compliance with the suggestions of those 
who surrounded him, than with any stimulus of ambition w'hich existed 
in his own mind. Influenced by these appearances, he publicly called 
upon them to recollect, that for his own part, a spirit of revenge against 
any man should never find an asylum in his bosom ; and he thought he 
could also perceive that his followers were animated by the same sentiment, 
since an unwiilirigness to proceed to hostilities, appeared to pervade all 
ranks among them. lie assured them, at the same time, that he was not 
of a disposition to urge them to any measure against which they felt the 
slightest aversion,* Certain of his army, among whom the factious spirit of 
the Khouauredje was still predominant, presumed on these expressions to 
raise a clamour, **that like his father, this man was also a kaufTer,*’ or trai* 
Cor to his own principles ; and without further ceremony began a pillage 
of Hussun’s property ; neither were they to be any longer restrained from 
offering violence to his person ; they tore his cloak from his shoulders, and 
he would probably have been cxpo&cd to more serious injury, if the tribes 
ofRebbeiah and liamdan had not honorably interf red to res(!ue him. 
Through their assistance he escaped from further outrage, and made the 
best of his way towards Medilein. He was, notwithstanding, again 
attacked before he reached that city, and wounded in the thigh, by a certain 
Jerrauh the son of Kebeizah, of the tribe of Assud ; who was however 
immediately put to death by two followers, who scorned to separate from 
the person of the persecuted and unfortunate Iniaum. 

On his arrival in the white palace of Med&ein, the danger from which 
he had so recently and narrowly escaped, and his solicitude for future 
personal security, appear to have divested Hussun of every remaining 
relish for the splendours of royalty ; and he accordingly transmitted with- 
out further delay to Mauweiah,a letter in which, on certain conditions, he 
offered to resign the sovereign power into his hands. A proposal, from which, 
as might be easily imagined, Mauvveiah experieiieed the utmost satisfaetion; 
and accordingly ajOIxinj^ his seal to a sheet of blank paper, he dispatched it 
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to Hussan, by Abdullah the son of Aumer, formerly lieUtenaAt of tfttitbmh; Alti.XL« 
with a request that such conditions as he should be disfmset^ to sti'j^uTafe', A« D^e6li 
might be committed in writing to that paper. And the folfowing tdrodli ithhlaiMniN' 
were in consequence, on the receipt of the message, dictated by the humbfed ul^liliaQr. 
prince to one of his secretaries. 

“ Tliese are the articles of a treaty of peace between itussUn the son of 
Ally, the son of Abitauleb, on the one part, and Mauweiah the son of 
Ahi Soifeyan on the other. Videlicit, Hussun resigns the sovereign 
authority to Mauweiah, on condition that the latter shall forbear to nom- 
“ inate any person to b© his successor ; but leave that matter to be deter- 
** mined at his death by a committee of electors. That Mauweiah shall 
conduct himself with kindness and liberality towards every one, and 
more jiarticularly tow'ards the Sheiahs, or adherents of the cause of Ally* 

‘‘that he shall entertain, neither pjtiblicly nor privately^ any designs 
** hostile to the welfare of Hussun and Husseyne ; neither of whom shall 
** be molested in word or deed, wherever they may chuse to fix their 
“ residence, by the officers of Mauweiah’s government. And lastly, that 
on the ratification of the present treaty, the name of the son of Abitauleb 
** shall he no longer subject to the execration of the public orators.’* 

According to others, it was further stipulated in the treaty, that Hussun 
should be responsible for the sum of five millionsof dirhems,* at this period 
said to lie in the treasury of Kfifah * and that in lieu tliereof, the revenues 
of Dauruljuz and Fars, should be annually paid to his agents. To these 
stipulations Mauweiah is said to have subscribed, excepting to that only 
which relates to the maledictions bestowed on the memory of Ally ; and to 
which he would no further assent, than that they should be forborne in 
the immediate presence of Hussun. 

On the conclusion of this treaty, which is said to have taken place in 
the early part of the year forty-one, Mauweiah proceeded immediately to- 
Kfifah ; where he reeciveil from Hussun, and the Ulema, or sages of the 
law of Mahommod, their public pledges of alirgianee ; though there exists 
considerable doubt whether this was a ceremony to which the younger 
brother, Imaum llfisseync, ever submitted. Keyss the son ofSauid at first 
also refused to acknowledge the authority of Mauweiah ; but was ultimately 
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iLH.XLI. prevailed upon, by the fmportunitipa of Hu^sun himself, to foIloTT the 
A. D. 661 . example • f the majoriry. On receiving the allegiance of Keysa, Mauweidh 
XholauMut- i> to have observed to him on the occasion, that originally it had 

Ul»aklibaur. never been his wish to succeed to the sovereign authority, while Keyss 
was alive ; to which the latter replied, that it as little at'ccrded with his 
purpose to see Mauweiah seated on the throne of the Khalifs, and 
still continue, for his part, to drag on the fetters of existence. 

After matters had been thus conducted to a crisis beyond all reasonable 
expectation of success, Amrh the governor of Egypt, who appears to have 
accompanied the person of his sovereign in the prosecution of the enter- 
prize, was not to be satisfied unless Hussun would put the seal to his 
degradation, by announcing from the pulpit of the iniaumut, with his own 
li})s, that he had abdicated his authority ; supposing that under ihe distress 
and agitation of mind, which such a circumstance might naturally occa- 
sion, he would be une<]ual to the task of pronouncing the usual address to 
the supreme being; and thus afford to the whole world a conspicuous proof 
that he was, in every respect, totally unqualified to discharge the functions 
of the Khelaufut. In this, however, he appears to have been in some 
measure disappointed ; for when, in compliance with these suggestions, 
Mauweiah called upon the degraded Hussun to make that public renunci- 
ation, which was now thought necessary to complete the triumph of his 
adversary; and that prince accordingly ascended the tribune, in order 
to address the assembled people, his discourse was delivered with such 
propriety and eloquence, as to produce an impression widely different 
from that which his persecutors proposed ; and to evince at least, that, how- 
ever deficient in action, he was eminently endowed with the powers of 
speech. Having listened with considerable impatience to the reasons 
which Imaum Hussun proceeded to assign, for transferring the govern- 
ment to a person whom he did not, on this occasion, hesitate to pro- 
nounce so little qualified for such a trust, Mauweiah suddenly interrupted 
him in his harangue ; and desired him to quit the tribune, and put an end 
to a discourse which had been already sufficiently explicit. Neither could 
he forbear to nourish long afterwards a considerable degree of resentment 
against Amr6, for advising him to a step which had eventually produced 
such mortifying reflections. ScH)n after this, Mauweiah and Hussun 
finally separated ; the former returning to Damascus, now destined to be 
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the seat of imperial power, and the latter proceeding to Medeinah ; where a. H. XLI. 
in humble obscurity he might perhaps hope to end his days in peace, the A. IX 66i; 
history of human depravity' having probably not yet instructed him in the Kholaussut- 
vanity of such a hope in the bosom of an abdicated monarch. His precari- ul-akhbaur. 
ous authority appears to have expired in the first Rebbeia* of the year 
forty-one ; thus, according to the oriental writers, exactly fulfilling the 
prophecy ascribed to Mahommed in the traditions, that the Khelaufiit 
should continue to the thirtieth year ; which was the period that elapsed 
between the death of the prophet, and the event which we have just 
recorded. » 

Hussun had, however, been Suffered to live without apparent molesta- 
tion for some years at Medeinah, when the impatience of Maiiweiah to 
declare his son Yezz<d(l successor to the empire, hastened the destiny of 
this unfortunate prince. For conceiving that his favorite object was not to 
be conveniently earned into execution, while llussun survived to claim an 
obsservaijce of the faith of treaties, Mauweiah resolved to relieve himself 
from the embariassment ; and was perhaps not over scrupulous in his 
means. It is, however, rnortifyiiig to learn that an instrument to secure 
the accomplisliuient of his treacluTous design against the existence of his 
unsuspecting victim, was to be found in the very sanctuary of domestic 
peace ; while it furnislies another deplorable example of that foul depravity 
by which a vicious and unprincipled female has been sometimes led to 
stigmatize the character of her sex. The person whom Mauweiah selected, 
on this occasion, for the perpetration of his purpose was no other than the 
wife of the devoted Hussun, Jaidah the daughter of Aishauth the son of 
Keyss ; whom he prevailed upon to undertake the destruction of her hus- 
band, by the promise of a sum of money, and of being united in marriage 
to his favorite Yezzeid. The method which she adopted for its accomplish* 
ment is not- less remarkable than the consummate perfidy of the design. 

While yet warm from her embraces, and with a napkin, which she had 
previously impregnated with poison for her purpose, she rubbed the person 
of her husband all over. The subtile preparation soon pervaded the frame 
of llussun, and speedy and inevitable death was the consequence. It is, 
however, further stated on respectable authority, that five different attempts 

• July, A. D. 661 . 
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A. H. XLI. were successively made to takeoff Hussun by poison without effect, but that 
A«D.6(ti. his constitution yielded to the sixth. Her only compensation for the foul 
Kholaubsut- parricide, by which this wretched woman consented to consign her name to 
iH-aklil>aur. eternal infamy, was a sum of fifty thousand dirhems,* which Mauweiah 
remitted for her use; but polluted with crimes so detestable, it was not 
perhaps thought prudent to give her a place in the bed of Yey^zeid. 
According to others, she did not escape that retributive justice, which is 
sometimes the portion of the wicked, even on this side the grave. 

Before he expired, the much injured Hussun had signified to his brother 
a request that he might be buried by the side of the prophet,' provided this 
could be done witliout effusion ^f blood; otherwise that his body might be 
consigned to the earth in the public burying ground of Medcinah. The 
former request Hfisseyne was prevented from carrying into execution by 
Ayaishah and the party of Othman, who unaccountably opposed it. The 
body of the deceased Imaum was therefore conveyed to the ordinary ceme- 
tery, where it was deposited in the earth, near the grave of his paternal 
grandmother. The death of this unfortunate prince took place in the 
month of Sulfur of the year fifty,! and in the forty-eighth year of his age. 
He was of all men the nearest in consanguinity to the Arabian legislator, to 
whom he is also said to have borne in person a very striking resemblance. 
His familiar appellation was Abft Mahommed,aiid that which he obtained 
for the virtue by which he was peculiarly distinguished, was Tekky, Me 
pious. He is lastly stated to have had in all fifteen sons and five daughters, 
of whom two only, Hussun and Zeyd, left any posterity. 

Although the regular course of the narration may be thus in some res^ 
pects anticipated, we are led, in conformity with the plan of our original, 
and in order as far as can at present be foreseen, to preclude the necessity 
of future digression, in this place to introduce such circumstances in the 
short and meagre history of the succeeding as will indeed be amply 
Buflicient fur the design of these pages. It must at the same time not 
escape our recollection, that on this venerated list, Ally himself stands the 
first ; the second was his son Hussun, whose story formed the subject of 
the preceding article. 
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, HAsseyni the son of Ally the third Imaum. This prince was born at a. H. XL. 
MedeirjalV in the beginning of Shabaun, in the fourth year of the Hidjerah, A. p.661. 
and it is considered as a remarkable circumstance, that his birth should Kholaussut* 
have taken place when his mother had been no more than six mouths ul-akbliaur. 
pregnant of him; of which, says our author, , history affords no other 
example, excepting in the instance of Yaheia the son of Zekkariah, or 
John the Haptist, who was born in similar circumstances. He received 
his name from Mahoinmed himself, to whom it is said, that while yet an 
infant, the angel Gabriel foretold his martyrdom. At the death of the 
prophet he had completed the sixth year of his age, and had attained to 
his thirty-seventh year at the period of his father’s assassination by the 
execrable Ehen Aiuljiim. Ho was, together witli^eventy-two persons of 
the prophet's family and his own, hiitchered on St plain of Kerbela, as 
is suflicicnlly notorious, on the tenth day of the month of Mohurrim, in third 
the sixty-first year of the Hidjerah,* and in pursuance of the instructions of Imaum. 
the Khalif Yezzeid , of whom the immediate instruments were Obaidullah 
the son of Zciaud, Omar the son of Sand, and Shemir or Shammer the son of 
Ziljoushuii. fie fell at the age of fifty-seven years and five months ; his 
familiar appellation was Abu Abdullah, and he is occasionally entitled 
Seycdjthe prince, and Shehid the martyr; and it is in commemoration of 
the massacre and suflTerings of this chief and his hopeless companions at 
Kerbela, that iheShcialis have set on foot those processions and pageants 
annually exhibited on the first ten days of the month of Mohurrim*. Imaum 
IJusseyne had four sons ami two daughtei-s. Of the former, Jauffer died 
a natural death while his father was yet living. Ally the elder and Abdul- 
lah shared his fate at Kerbela, and Ally the younger, entitled Ztyn-ulaii- 
bi dein, the subject of the next article, succeeded to the hierarchy ; from 
whom are descended the Seyeds of the race of H 6 sscyne. 

Alltf Asgher, surnumtd Zeijn-ulcmbedeiny the ornament or glory of the 
servants of God, fourth Imaum. According to the statement of a work 
entitled the Kebbeia ul ebraiir, we are told that Harreith the son of Jauber 
the Uaneifltc, while employed under the authority of the KhalifAlly in 
the government of one o( the eastern provinces of the empire, by some 
means or oilier got into his power two of the daughters of the unfortunate 

* Ninth of October, A. D. 680. 
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Yezdejird; whom he immediately dispatched to the court of his sovereign. 
Of these, the name of one was Sheherbauiih, who was bestowed on Imaum 
Hi^sseyiie; that pfthe other was Keyhan-baunh, who w'as given in marriage to 
Mahommed the son of Abft Bukker. Of the for 4 iier alliance the o0spring 
was Zeyn-iilaubedein, who accordingly claims descent from the inonarchs 
of the house of Sassan. He was born at Medeinah in the thirty-eighth 
year of the Hidjerah, and may therefore be calculated to have attained the 
twenty-third year of his age at the death of his father. According to our 
author, the proofs which appeared of the exalted virtues, the transcendent 
claims of Zeynul-aubedcin, would far surpass the finite powers of man, 
either to enumerate or comprehend ; one of these he has, however, ven- 
tured to place upon record. When Mahommed llaneifah contended with 
him for the sacred hoiHj^ of the imaumut, and insisted that the arms of 
the prophet should be consigned to him, on the plea that he was immedi- 
ately sprung from the loins of Ally, it was determined to refer their claims 
to the decision of the Hidjer ulassuad, or black stone, in the temple of 
Mekkah; which is supposed to be one of the articles which our fust parent 
was suffered to bring witli him, on his expulsion from paradise. The two 
competitors presented themselves accordingly before thiscelebrated monu- 
ment of antiquity ; and the son of llane.fah having first addressed his 
prayer that some testimony might be revealed in favor of his claims 
without effect, Zeyn-ul.iubedeiu next proceeded to invoke the sacred' 
stone, by the truth of that being from whom it derived its miraculous pro- 
perties, to pronounce which of them, after llfisseyiie the son of Ally, was 
Imaum ? The stone was immediately perceived to be in motion, and 
through the all-perfect might of the eternal unity, was heard to pronounce 
in vertf excellent Arahk\ that of a truth, after Htisseyiie the son of Ally, 
the Imaumut justly devolved to Ally the son of Hussi yiie, whom it tiiere- 
fore definitively declared the reigning Imaum. In consequence of which 
miraculous demonstration of divine will, Mahommed Haneifah immediately 
withdrew his claim, and recognized the authority of his nephew; which he 
never afterwards disputed, 

.The death of Zcyn-ulaubedem took place in the commencement of the 
ninetyofifth year of the Hidjerah ; or if the more precise statement of the 
Habeib usseyr is entitled to belief, on Saturday the seventh of 
Zilhudje, of the year ninety-four:* he was buried near the grave of his 
uncle llussuu, in the burying ground of Medeinah, He has been indif> 

• first of September, A. D. 7 
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fercntly entitled Shaidulaubedein, and Z«\yn-u1aubedein ; tbe former nig- 
• nifying the sun, the latter the j>*wel, or as we have already explained it, 
the ornament of the servants of God. He is also occasionally referred to 
by. the appellation of Siijaiid, the ever prostrate or adoring, and ZAItheffiaut, 
or terrnefaut ; from the callosities on his hands and knees, resembling 
those of a camel, contracted by his unremitting assiduity in the acts of 
devotion. His other a'ppellatioiis of Ahi^ Mahommed, and Ab61 Hussun, 
he derived as usual fiom his sous of those names. And that of Ablil 
Kaussein, parent of liberality, peradventure from his extensive charity. 

Among the Sheiahs there prevails at the same time a tradition, that he was 
poisoned at the instance of VVfdid the son of Abdulrnelek. And he bad, 
including Mahommed Banker, who succeeded to the Imaumut, eight sons 
and SIX daughters. 

Mahommed BanAer, son of Zeijn-ulaubedein^ Jiflth Imaum. All that is 
necessary to know of this personage may Be comprized in a very few 
words. He was bom ofOmmas Abdullah the daughter of imaum Hussun, jviahomme* 
at Mcdt'inah, either on the first of Kudjeb, or third of SufiTur, of th# seventy- Baukkr, 
fifth of the Hidjerah. He died in Zilhudje, of the year on« hundred and 
fourteen,* as is also the belief of the Sheiahs, by poison administered at the 
instance ol the then reigning Khalif, Hushaum the son of Abdulrnelek ; 
and he was buried at Medeiuah. He was entitled Bauker, from his pro- 
fi)iiiid learning ; and familiarly Abh JaufFer, from the succeeding Imaum, 
including whom, he had six sons and two daughters. 

Janff 'er ut SaudrL' son of Mahommed Banker^ sijst/i Imaum^ was born at 
Medeiuah, iu the first mouth of Kebheiah, of the year eighty-three, his 
mother being Ommaj Feroud the daughter of Mahommed, son ofMhe 
Khalif Abu Biikker. Imaum Jautlcr, according to the orientals, was 
possessed of every virtue and every perfection that can exalt or embellish 
human nature; ami if their testimony is entitled to credit, he appears to 
have been so well persuaded of his own transcendent powers, that he 
could on some occasions undertake to tell his followers that they should 
embrace every opfH^rtuuity to urge him with their inquiries, while he was 
yet within their ri'iioli; for w'ben he was gone no man was qualified to give 
them instruction such as his. He died in one hundred and forty-eight,+ 
during the reign of the Khalif Uhnansfir; who, under the name of Jautfer 
HovVauuck, is moreover accused by the Sheiahs of having hastened hift 
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death by poison, at the age of sixty*five, to which none of this sacred Wnt 
of prelates besides himself, was ever suffered to attain. He has been 
called Abi^ Abdullah from his younger son of that name, and Saudek from 
his veracity. He was also buried at Mcdeiuuh, 'near his predecessors* 
There are those who inaiiitaiii that, some time previous to his death, he 
had nominated his sou Moossa to the Imaiinmt, to the pivjodiee of the 
elder brother Issmauil; whom he thought prf»per to disinherit, in conse- 
quence of his intemperate love of wine. Others, however, represent that 
Issmauil d^ing previous to his father, the suceessioii devolved of course 
to Moossa, as ihe next in seniority. lienee ar«’.se the sehism among tl’C 
advocates of the liuaumut ; the of wlmm a branch exists to 
tins day in tlie liolirahs on the ui stern side of liulin, assigning to tin' per- 
son from whom they arc so tionoinin.ited, the seventh place in the 
succession of Imaums, instead of Mriossa. Ii is moreover the belief of the 
Issinauilians, that their Imaum W'as the id'it, and that the sacred offiee of 
course expiied with him; the doctrines ol’ tiie sectaries terminating indeed 
at length in the grossest impiety and atlieism, as will he seen, says our 
author, when we come, at a future period, to give au account of the noted 
Hussun Sabah and his disciples. 

Moossa ul Kauzem^ son of Jaujfei\ siiventh Lnantn, It is genrr.illy 
understood that the hirth of Imaum Moossa took place at Ehvva, a station 
between Mekkah and Medemah, in the month of Suffer, of the year one 
hundred and twenty-eight. His mother appears to have been a native of 
Barbary, and was called Haineidah. Having unfortunately excited the 
je^itsy of the cclebraied Haruii liasehid, he was scut for by that prince, 
and imprisoned at Baghdad : where he is said to have been poisoned in 
the hundredth and eighty-third year of the Hidjerah * by Vaheia the s»»ii 
ofKhaled Bafmekky, one of the illustrious family of the Barmecides. 
According to others, his destroyers adopted the more barbarous method of 
pouring melted lead down his throat. He was huried at Kirkh, one of the 
suburbs of Baghdi\d,and from his extreme clemency and restraint of anger, 
acquired the appellation of Kauzem, the forbearing. He was also called 
AbAlbrauhim and AbCd Hussun, and perished at the age of fifty five. 

Allif Ruzza^ son of Moossa ul Kttuzem, eighth Imaum, Tlie birth of 
Ally Riizza is stated to have taken place at Medeinah, in the year one 
hundred and forty-eight ; and as if historians were determined that none of 
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these venerated personages should cjuit this mortal existence by a natural a.H. XL« 
death, tlicy have, for the greater part, handed to posterity, that he was 
destroyed ihroiigli tlie contrivance of M&moun the son of Hardin taschid, ‘ 
bv eating of some poisoned grapes ; though others, of established Veracity, guetidah 
Contend that he died, without any intervention of treachery, in the city of 
Tooje ill Khorabsaun, during the year two hundred and three.* He was 
buried at Mushlu d, some miles to the northward of the last mentioned 
city ; and his sepulihic has since become the resort of pilgrims from all 
parts of Asia, but more pariicularly in the latter ages, from among the 
cnlliusiasls of the sect of Ally. On this subject we arc informed, that 
when tbc golden (Juinbuz, or mausoleum, at Mushhed, was erected to the 
memory of Ally Huzza, by Nadir Shah, the Wahauby Arabs sent a sarcastic 
message to that prince, slating, that the treasure which he expended on so 
useless a fabric, would bn much more meritoriously applied, if he bestowed 
it where it would bo productive <)f'sucli superior advantage, upon them- 
selves. 'J'he eighth Imaunrhad live sons, one of whom, Husseyne, was 
buried at the city ofKazveiu. His appellation of Huzza may perhaps be 
rendered the “ resigned, ” but he is sometimes entitled Mortezza, “the 
ajiprovcd.'' 

Mohonimcd Tukkif son of Alltf liuzzu^ ninlh Lnaum. Imaum Mahom- 
iiied Tukky was bom at Medeinali, either in lliidjub or Hainzaun, of the 
liuiidredili and ninety-lifrii t)fihe llidjerah ; and is said to have been pos- 
sessed of such unrivalled endowments of person and mind, that the Khalif 
111 Mamoun won bv bis attractions, gave him his daughter OmmuJfuzzul Mahommebt 

^ i'UKKV 

in marriage. He died however at the premature age of twenty-five, in ’ 

the latter part of Zilkaudali, of the year two hundred and twenty,* and was imaum. 

buried by the side of Ins graiidrather Moossa ill Kauzem. He is sometimes 
denominated Abb Jaiilier ; but more generally Tukky, the pious. And he 
has been further designated by the titles of Juaud, the beneficent, Mhned* 
jib, the liberal, and Mortezz.i, the ajiproved. He had Ivi'o sons. Ally, who 
succeeded to the Iniaumut, and Moossa. On whatever grounds, the 
Shciahsalso hold that this imaum was poisoned by order of the Klialif 
Ml^tausseiru 

Allif son of Mahommed Tuh'ky, tenth Jmattm The birth of this still Ally Ask- 
venerated successor to the chair of the hierarchy, is said to have taken 
place at Medcinah, either in the two hundredth and twelfth 6i fourteenth 
* At t November, At D. 835. 
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A.H.XLI. of the Hidjerah. Like his predecessors, what we have to relate of him 
A. D. 661 . may also be comprehended in a very few words. Having been conductod 
Tirikh hy Order of the Kbalif Mfttewekkul to Serroenrai, afterwards called Saum- 
guxsidsh rah, about four and twenty hours journey from BaghdAcJ, he there reaided 
to the period of his death ; which occurred in the year two hundred and 
XhoUuiisut- f,fty.fQn|.^# during the reign of MCiattez, by whose instiuctions. according 
' to the Sheiahs, he also was poisoned. He was hurled at Saumrah, and like 
his father, obtained the title of Tukkey, although he 1ms been ormsifaially 
further denominated H&dy, the instructor ; Askery, the younger, to distin. 
guish him from the former imauin of the same name, and Zekky, the 
continent; and lastly AbCil llnssun, from his successor, inrludmg wiioni, 
he had four sons, and one daughter. 

Hussun ul Askenji son of A Ihj^ eleventh Imanm, It is not decided 
whether the eleventh Imaum wms born at Medeinah, or at Satiinrah, in the 
first month ofRebheia of the year two hundred and thirty-two. lie lias 
been much celebrated for his extensive liherality and niunihct^iU disposi. 
tion, and is said to have evinced, by numerouH proofs, the possession of 
very extraordinary, if not miraculous poweis. He died in the two hiin- 
UvssuN UL dred and sixtieth of the Hidjerah,*)* at Saumrah, where he was buried by 
Askery, sije of his father. According to the Tarikli guzeidah, wi' are again 
linaum' Sheiahs ascribe his death to poison, administered at the 

instance of the Khalif Miatemined Hiilah. With that of Askery, or perhaps 
more properly Asghery, the younger, to distinguish him Irom the second 
Imaum, he bears the appellations of Zekky, continent, Khauless, unsullied, 
and Serrauje, lanthorn. Also Abu Mahommed, from bis only son the 
eucceeding Imaum. 

■ Abulkausem Mahommed ul Meherhf son of Hussun, tieeJfth and last 
Jniaiim, This person, regarding wliom the orientals still continue to 
entertain some extraordinary circumstances of superstitious belief, was 
born at Saumrali, in the middle of Shabaun, of the two hundred and fifty- 
Ul Mere- fifth year of the Hidjerah. Among other things, it is stated th*dt he came 
x>Y, into the world with his navel stting ready shorn, and with certain charac- 
twelfth marked on the upper part of his right arm, bearing testimony to the 
Imaum. jufalHbility of truth, and the ultimate dispulsiori of error ; like John the 
son of Zediarias, that in infancy he was endowed by Omnipotence with 
supernatural wisdom, and like the blessed Jesus, that he was exalted tw 
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Imaurnut, while yet a child. Perhaps jt was intended to carry the A.H.XU 
* Comparison still further, and that like John the Evangehst, as some of diir 4. Ix 661. 
Saviour's disciples were disposed to think, be was destined never to see '"^ankli^ 
death. The Khalif Miatenimed having manifested some design against his guasUkh 
life, Mehedy made Ins escape into a vault, or subterraneous excavation at 
Sauinrah, and totally disappeared in the year two hundred and sixty-six.* 

Regarding the descent and functions of this mysterious peraonage, as 
announced by Mahommed, we are referred to several traditions and pro- 
phecies ; but as tliey were most probably all of them impudent fabrications, 
we do not find ourselves disposed to- repeat them. It is sufficient to notice 
that, accordiiist to tbeSheiahs, these prophecies apply to Imnum Mahom- 
med the son of Elussun ul Askery, the subject of this article; whom they 
cither really are, or- affect to be, persuaded to be still living, ahd that he 
will, when the proper period shall arrive, again appear on earth : they * 
have accordingly bestowed upon him the titles of ti^djut, the testimony, 

Kaeiin, the erect, Muntezz«T, the expected, and Sauheb uzzemmaun, the 
universal prince ; or according to the (general acceptation, he who is destined 
totlie sovereign sway of the age in which he lives The Sbiinihsare how- 
ever not yet agreed, on the other hand, whether the Mehedy, the universal 
prince, is to he understood of iniaum Mahommed, or of some other ptirson 
yet unborn of the race of Fautima, who is to appear at the consummation 
of time ; and the Issnuiilians, again, believe, that the character of Mehedy 
aukher uz zemmaiin, or precursor of the consummation of titins is to be 
sought for in Mahommed, the fourth son of Jauff'er the sixth Imaum ; who 
will create a formidable revolution in the the regions of which will 
long continue in subjugation to him, and to his posterity. 

On this subject we are furtlier apprized, on the authority of the Rouzut 
ussuffa, that the Imauinites profess, that although he disappeared, Mahom- 
mt d the son of Hussun ul Askery still continued to hold a mysterious 
communicaiion wdlh his adherents, through the interventiem of certain per- 
sons successively entrusted with his confidence, until the three hundred 
knd twenty sixih year of the Hidjerah ; when one of the name of Ally hen 
Mahommed, the last who enjoyed this trust, produced, a short time before 
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his drath, a paper, said to have written by the invisible or concealed . 
Imauiu, charging him to adjust all concerns with this world, for thai, at 
the expiration of six days, he was u> die: vvhirh accordingly came to p^ss. 
And from that period the roipmiinieatioris above alluded to entirely 
ceased, leaving no further traces whatever of the existence of the twelfth 
iiiiaum. 



CHAP. XII. 


M AUWETAH, who succeeded to the throne of the Khalifs in the A. H.XLL 
forty-fiisi yearoJ the Hi* jerah,on theabdication of Imauin Hussun, A . 
as already related, is known to have been the son of Abili Soffeyan, the son Kholaubsuu 
of Ul Hurreb, the st*ii i»f Oiiiiiieyah ; which last was a brother c»f the Kha- ul-akhbaur. 
hf Othman's grandfather, and founder of the family of the Ornmiades, of 
whom the prince who now demands our attention, was the first who 
acceded to sovereign power, it has been long since remarked, that hsi 
mother was IJinda the daughter of Aukkebah, forever stigmatized, because 
in a transport of revenge, she is said to have dtwonred the heart of Hamzah 
the son of Abdiilmhthib, who fell in the battle ofOluid. Neither is it to Mauweiah, 
be forgotten that Mauweiah himself did not become a convert to the doc- l^rsioi the 
trines of Mahoinin' d, until resistance became hopeless, in the Bnal 

O 111 nicy Sin < 

submission of Mekkali to the arms of the successful innovator. Having, 
as MV have seen, attained to the summit of his ambiti«>n, through the pusil- 
Janimiiy or wi'akness of his opponent, he consigned the government of 
KCifah to Moghairah the son of Sliaubiah, with whose character the reader 
is ill some degree acquainted ; and that of llassorah for a few days to 
lleshir the son ofErtaut, and subsequently to Abdullah the son of Aunier 
Ghoreizah. 

Having entertained, at the commencement of his career, considerable 
apprehensions of the designs and abilities ofZeiand the son of Semmeiah, 
occasionally also denominated Zeiand the son of Oheiah, he early employed 
the intervention of Moghairah, the governor ol Kufali, to secure the obedi- 
ence of that fonnidahlc chieftain ; of wh(»se origin we derive from historians 
the following informatiem. tlis mother, Semmeiah, was the slave of 
an Arabian peasant, whom her master, for the relief which he had 
offered him under a fit of sickness, transferred to Haureth the son of 
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A- 11- XL. Keldali, the Thaukefite, She remaioed for a considerable time under the 
A. protection of llaureth, and bore him two sons, Abh Bukkerah and Nauffia, 

Kholaussut- whom, notwithstanding he was never prevailed upon to acknowledge, 
til-akhbaur. Ultimately discarded by him, she consented to take up her abode with a 
slave of the name ofObeid; and with this ohscur;^ person she continued to 
reside, when chance, or his occupations, brought Abu Sodeyan to the 
town of Tayef, where he lodged with a publican wimsc name was Abi^ 
Mareiam, the father of Mary in other words. Having tasted freely of the 
juice oC the grape, he called upon his host to procure him the society of 
some fair one to heighten his enjoyment ; and the lady who was introduced 
to him on the occasion, proved to be the same Semmeiah who became 600 n 
afterwards pregnanti and the mother of ZcianiL 

The first years of discretion having been devoted by this child to the 
acquirement of every s|)ccies of knowledge, lie early attracted the attention 
of the Khalif Omar ; and having been in consequence employed by that 
prince on amission of some importance, he acquitted himself on his return, 
w'ith such singular address and eloquence, in the report wliich he delivered 
of his proceedings, as to command the applauke of all who heard him, 
Among others the sagacious AinrCi did not hesitate to declvirc, that if this 
youth Were but born of the stock of the Koralsh, he seemed possessed of 
•ufficient abilities to rulci the whole of the Arabian tribes with a motion of 
liis rod. “By him that created me,” said Abh Sofleyan, “ I well know 
“ and am sufficiently acquainted with his father.” In short the talents of 
Zeiaiid continued to be so highly appreciated, that when Ally succeeded 
to the Khelaufut, he was selected by that prince for the appointment of 
secretary and accountant to Abdullali Abbas jn the government of Bassor- 
ah ; and his fortunes proceeded in a train so prosperous, that he was ulti- 
mately promoted to the lieutenancy of Parss, the fortresses of which he 
placed in so formidable a pasture of defence, as, on the assassination of 
Ally, to excite no small anxiety in the mind oj Maiiwciah ; against whbm^ 
''' he had hitherto uniformly displayed every proof of hostility. The jealousy 
which he entertained of the designs of Zeiaud became therefore, with 
Meuweiah, the subject of his earliest consultations with Moghairah ; by 
whom he was however consoled with an assurance, that if he would con- 
sent to forego his concern in the revenues of the province under his 
management, he would engage to moderate the hostile spirit of the object 
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his apiVfehetjftiOHfk, kiid ultimately edttdticf him te hiH A. H. XC. 

(hts Mauweteh readily assenting, the attention of MoghairaK was aenord^ A« l). <6i. 
Ingly directed, with Ontne assiduity, to bring about the consUttiOMltioh fbf KIWIwiimt* 
Which he had pledged himself ; and whieh after all does not appear fo llB?n aMtfiMat* 
been attended With any extraordinary difficulty. 

In the course of the year forty-tWo, H&reth the son of Abdullah of thO 
tribe of lizd had succeeded to thfe govertirtient of Bassorah, in the room of A.H.XLII, 
Abdullah the former governor, whom either through caprice or policy, 

Mauweiah had thought it necessary to ouspend ; and about the same peiv 
iod the sum of twenty thousand dirhems had prevailed upon Mossehlah tbO 
Sheibaun^dn to treat with Mauweiah, in behalf ofZeiaud, on a proposal tO 
remit to the treasury of Damascus the annual sum of two millions of dlN 
hems from the revenues of Parss; of which province he announced himself 
ni secure posscssirin, provided the Khalif would subscribe to the truth of 
the report which was in general circulation ; namely, that Zeiaud was one 
i^f the sons of Al>6 Sod’eyan. To this, as it in some respects coincided 
with Ins immediate views, Mauweiah made no further objection than that 
some sort of evnieiice appeared requisite to support the allegation ; and 
the testiiiioiiy of Ahd Mareiam being accordingly brought forward, Zeiaud 
as aekiiovx lodged in the face of the world to be his half brother, although 
it created considerable disgust among the most respectable classes of the 
community ; by whom it was iii general looked upon as a scandalous viola- 
tion <;f the precepts of the law, that such a spurions brood should be thus 
rendered legitimate. 'Fins was however no obstacle to the advancement 
of Z'Mii'jd, upon whom Employments and honors were henceforward heaped 
In rapid sueeessioii ; and in the year forty-five we accordingly find him 
called to the government of Basst^rah, in the room of llareth the son of 
Abdullah, who had prolubly been removed to make w'ay for him. 

On repamiig to his new government in the last month of Rcbheia of the A.H.XLV* 
j ear jusi mentioned, he commenced his administration by establishing a- 
System of police and discipline so rigid and severe, that in the course of a 
very short time afterwards, not a single turbulent, or factions, or disorderly 
individual remained alive to disturb or molest tbe tranquillity of the peace- 
able inhubilaiits. Neither is this improbable, since one of bis earliest 
regulations is stated to have enjoined, that after allowing a sufficient inter- 
yal to pass from one eud of the town to the other, no person whatever 



A.H.XLV. should appear in the streets after evenincf prayers on pain of death And 
A. D. 665. ih order to enlorce this regulation, patp'lrs were einphiyed in every direc- 
Kholbussut^ death all such as were lound in the streets or market places 

ul-tfklibaur. after the hour appointed. On the first ntght thtise who sufTered death in 
conse quence of disobedience, are said to have amounted, to two hundred 
persons ; on the second night the number was reduced to five or six; 
and on the third not one was found to inake^n example of, for the trans- 
gression of this severe and sanguinary law. At the further expiration of 
a few nights however, an unfortunate Aiab of the desert ernployed in 
teiuluig his sheep to market, was apprehended by Jhe patrole in the stn*et8 
of Bassorah, and immediately conducted to the prestiu'c of the inexorable 
Zeiaud. The latter demanding how, in violation of Ids ordiMs, he could 
presume to appear abroad at an hour which was unseasonable, the Arab 
replied, that being a stranger, lie: was entirely ignorant on the subject. 
“ Although 1 am disposed to think that thy statement is true,’* said 
Zeiaud, the welfire of the community, nevertheless, deninnds that thou 
“ shouldst die and the attendants were aceordinicly directed to strike 
his head off on the spot. When he conceived that full .scope had bei'ii 
allowed for the operation of the l\\\\ it is further related, that Zeiaud 
caused it to be then promulgated, tbat no person should henceforward 
adopt the precaution to fasten hisdtiors at night ; aimoimcing at the same 
time, that he would himself lie responsible for the smallest article that 
should be missing. And as be appears to have disc* wered the method of 
ensuring prompt obedience to his orders, this was also scrupulously com- 
plied with; without producing any other ineonveiiienee than that to which 
the inhabitants were exposed from the depredations of dogs and the wild 
beasts of the desert, which w'ere now left at liberiy to prowl without obsta- 
cle through the streets and houses. But it \Vas lound that no human 
creature, either bold or wicked enough to invaile the property of aiiodier, 
remained in the place. From these and other circumstances it may per- 
haps have been intended to exemplify, that Zeiaud was a man of <‘xtraor- 
dinary talents and energy of mind. But what may probably have contri- 
buted no less to ensure perpetual respect to his memory, was the disp*Ki- 
tion which, in every stag** of his power, he evinced to give employment 
and support to the companions of the prophet. 
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The only event which, in the coure the year forty-six, appears to A.H.XLVI. 
have more particularly attracted the lu tice of our ihbre viator, is the death 
of AbrJurraihinan the son of the celebrated Khaled, which is stated to have 

taken place at flamess nr Etnesa, where he had lonjj resided. He had ..L.’ 1 

been previously directed by Mauweiah to remove to p>Z 'r(!km, and that Khola : -ut- 
priiice is now accused of haviiij? suborned a Christian of the name of Kben- 
athal, to pois<»n him. Another iiisrnnce <»f jealousy, or policy, or ingrati- 
tude ascribed to Maiiweiah, was the renn>val in the year forty-seven of 
Abdullah the son of his friend Amrh, from the government of Eu:ypt, to 
which he had succeeded on the death of his father; an event which is 
elsewhere recorded to have taken plac^in the close of Ramzaun, of the 
forty-third year of the liidjerah. i'liat enviable province was now trans- 

fered to Mauweiah the son of Khodeiah, formerly noticed to iiave held so 
conspicuous a share in w'restmg it from the authority <»f Ally. 

L’liderthi* forty-eiuluh of the Hidjerah we are referred to an expedition 
employed bv Mauweiah, under the direction of Ankkebah the son of ^ H-XLVIII, 

* •' Allcl 

AuiiKT against some part of Europe, most probably some of the tirccian ^ 
islands ; from which this geneial is recorded to have returned without loss^ A.D.()()8*9, 
after committing considerable havoc among the unfortunate Franks. The 
fillnwing year was also rendered memorable by the expedition conducted 
against the dominions of the Greek emperor, by his son Yezzeid, accom- 
panied, among other disriiiguished commanders, by Abdullah Abbas, 

Abdullah the son of /ohair, and i\hu Ayfib the ansaur. The latter was 
killed in one of the actions fbusht on this occasion, us it is said, under rhe 
gates of CotistantiriO|)le ; and his tomb, in the vicinity of that capital, is 
still shewn, and lichl in the highest veneration by the 'I'lifks and other 
orientals. Yezzeid returned toDaiuascus, from this campaign, victorious, 
and loaded with booty. 

The government of KAfah was added to those already under the author- yj 
ily of the mm*h rlreadcd Zeiaud, on the death of Moghairah, which look* ^ jj 
place in the year fifty. And the same year has been assigned for tiie 
death of Sand the son of Ahi Wokauss; the eonqiicrer of the Persian 
monarchy, of A bA .Mussa the Aishaurite,and of Aukkail the son of Aliu- 
tauleb, the brother of Ally. 

The fifty -first of the [lirijerah was fatal to one of Ally’s most faithful 
and distinguished associates, lliojcr the son of Auddy ; who with a consN 
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of hi? client^g^, ^8* cmJ off ab^ul this p^rjp^ pii tho 
A.p.6ri. BUggeslinh pf Z^iatid, wli.o?e jpQuence w?9 no\y become all preyaleqt ^j^ji 
Mau^eiah. 

'^8-akhbaur. The ambition of .this chieftain, which waa peradventure not inferfor tp 
bia abilities, waa however not to be satisfied with the government of (r&jc, 
which had been now long since entirely under liis authority ; and he is 
accordingly stated to have written to Mauweiah, a short time before hia 
death, rep.reaenting, that vvhih* the ft>rmcr province and its depuiidenrics’ 
•gfforded ?oiue degree of employment tor his left hand, his right was sull 
.entirely qnoceupied : the addition therefore of the liovi rnnient of ilejaijs: 
would do no mpre thaq aupplj^ the defi(‘ieney. \\ nh this representation 
b^uwoiab iinniedjaticly concurred, aiKf the ruvessary letters patent were 
ffiecordingly dispatched to put /eiaiid in possession of iliM important arqiiJ> 
aitioii to an authority already so fonnid.thie. In the nu an tirii s the priuci- 
pal inhabitants ofiVlekkah becoming appri/eil of the measure m agitation, 
hastened to communicate to the pious Abdiiliaii Om ir their apprehensions 
of th,e evils with which their country was meiiaei d fiom tin austere admin- 
istration of Zeiaud. 'Hie son of t)mar, raising his hands towards heaven, 
Implored that the right hand of Zciaud might no hmger be in want of 
jBraploynjient. The prayer of Abdullah appears to have been heard ; since 
we are told that Zeiaud was immediately stMzed with a disorder in iiis 
^ngers, which shortly afterwards put a pcriotl to his existence. 'Fhe 
death of this able and aspiring chief, took place in the month <vf Kamzaun, 
of the year fifty-three,* after having governed with unlimited sway and 
unrivalled reputation, not only the provinces of Irak both Persian and 
Arabian, but the extensive territory of I^horassauii to the banks of the 
J(yhOii,orOxus, and the reiuote boundaries of llindostaun ; an extent of 
dominion almost equal to the Persian monarchy in the zenith of its power* 
'i'he governnn lit of Khorassaun was conferred in the course of the 
following year upon Obaidullah the son of Zciaui^ ; who appears to have 
succeeded to the contideiice of Mauweiah, and to have inherited the 
talents and inflexible disposition of bis father. On taking possession of 
his goyeriiineiit, he commenced ,a successful war against the Turks or 
Tartars of Transoxiana ; and having conducted his troops across the Jeytifin, 
Is said to have made himself master both of Samarkand and HokhUra. 
Ijijajturning to the court of Mauweiah in the year illty-five, he further 

* August, A. D. 673* 
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received from his sovereign the government of Bassorah, on the removal of 
Abdullah the sou of Omar ben Gheblan, to whom it had been consigned 
by his father. Obaidullah now fixed his residence at Bussorah« deputing 
Asslem the son of Zerriaut to rule in Khorassaun under his authority. 

■In the fifty-sixth year of the Hidjerah, ISlauweiah called upon the sub- 
jects of the empire to pledge their allegiance to his son Yezzeid, as his 
successor to the Khelaufut ; and having obtained the submission of all 
classes throughout Syria and Ir&k, he undertook a journey into Uejauz, to 
secure the acquiescence of the natives of the sacred territory of the 
prophet. In this he was also successful, the denizens of Mekkah and 
Medeinah pledging themselves in general to submit to the authority of 
Yezzeid; with i he exception however of four very^distingiiished penon- 
nges, who could not be prevailed upon to coincide with the views of 
Mauweiali in this respect. These >vere Imaum Hfisseyne, Abdullah the 
son of Omar, Abdullah the son of Zobair who had aspiring views of his 
own, and Abdurraihnian the son of Aiifi Bukker; although the latter is by 
others stated to have died so long before as the year fifty-three. To these 
illustrious dissidents some have added a fifth, in the respectable Abdullah 
Abbas, at this period residing at Taycf; who is said to have alleged that 
to him the appointment of a Khalif appeared unnecessary, but that at any 
rate the loss of sight had rendered it of little importance whether his allegi- 
ance was pledged or withheld. 

On the same subject, and on the authority of a work which goes under 
the name of Hfifez Abrfi, it is further stated, that when Mauweiah visited 
Medeinah on this occasion, he had received from Ayaishah a very per. 
emptory and insulting refusal to engage her allegiance to the authority of 
Yezzeid ; and that to relieve himself from any apprehension of the obsta- 
cles that might be raised on her part, against the accomplishment of this 
his favorite design* he adopted the following summary and effectual plan 
of proceeding. He invited the illustrious widow to partake of an enter- ' 
tainment which he pretended to have prepared in honor of her : and in 
that part of the house which he destined for her reception, he either 
caused to be made, or found ready for hjs purpose, a deep well or pit, the 
mouth of which he oidered to be slightly covered over with leaves and 
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^. 11 . iJVr straw. On this he placed the chair reserved for Ayaishab, snd to which, 
A. D<'676. little Huspecting the snare, she was accordingly Conducted on her arrival, 
tChobussut- result need, perhaps, be no further explained ; the moment she 
Id^bbaur. seated herself, she sunk into eternal night, being buried under the heap of 
stone and mortar, with which the mouth of the pit was immediately 
built over. Such at any rate, according to the autltor, was the fate of the 
daughter of Abd Bukker, the widow of Mahommed, and mother of the 
faithful ; who as she had occasionally rendered herself odious to all parties, 
appears to have .thus ultimately perished without the regret of any. 

ki order to secure the concurrence of that prince in the eventual 
Succession of his son, Mauweiah, in the course of the year, consigned to 
Saueid one of the sons of the Khalif Othman, the government of Khoras- 
saun, on the voluntary removal of Obaidullah Zeiaud, with whom' the 
measure appears to have been preconcerted. Having taken possession of 
hrs province, and made the necessary arrangements for its interior security, 
Saueid engaged, during the period of two years in which it continued in 
his hands, in hostilities beyond the Oxus, against the people of Samarkand ; 
in the course of which, Kothem the son of Abbas is particularly mentioned 
to have fallen a martyr to the cause of truth ; we should be disposed to call 
it rather that of imposture and unprincipled usurpation. 

A.H.LVII. In the fifty-seventh of the Hidjerah, conceiving that the administration 
and of Merwaun was obnoxious to the principal inhabitants of Medeinah, and 
had perhaps been the means of rendering bis favorite arrangement, with 
A.D.676-8. Yezzeid, unwelcome to the personages already noticed, Mau- 

weiah prevailed upon him to relinriuish that government ; which he now 
transferred to his own nephew, Waleid the son of Auttebah, And the 
year following his attention seems to have been considerably occupied by 
an insurrection of the Khouauredje ; which was however suppressed after 
the continuance of six months, and the authors put to the sword. In con- 
* sequence of this insurrection, which was probably ascribed to his manage- 
ment, Zohauk the son of Keyss was also displaced from the government 
ofKdfah, which he had held ever since the death of Zeiaud; and which 
was now consigned by Mauweiah to another nephew, Abdurraihman the 
son of Abdullah the Thaukefite, by Ommse Hukkeim the daughter of 
Abd SofTeyan. But Abdurraihman failing to give satisfaction to that 
turbulent and inconstant people, they complaiijied against him to hit* 
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, tinclp, by whom he was likewise removed, and Niauman the son ofBeshir A. H.Lnc« 
^ the ansaiir, in the course of fifty-nine, appointed to succeed him’. The P* 
motives, on which the government of Khorassaun bad been bestowed oo KholaiuniN 
the son of Othman, having long since ceased to exist, the succession being ol-akbbsiir« 
by this time sufficiently secured for Yezzeid, the possession of that 
important province was confirmed about this period to Abdutraihoian the 
son of Zeiaud. 

The sixtieth year of the Hidjerah now arrived, in which Mauweiah was h LX 
confined to his bed by the disorder which shortly sent him to his grave. a*D. 679. 
During his illness, in the course of other admonitions, he is said to have 
addressed his successor in the following terms. Having by every 
human precaution secured an empire to thy hands, and bowed the necks 
“ of the haughty chiefs of Arabia to thy authority, there will remain when 
** 1 am departed but four persons, from whom thou art likely to experience 
opposition. These are Hflsseyne the son of Ally; Abdullah the son of 
‘*Omar; Abdurraihman the son of Abfi bukker, and Abdullah the son of 
“ Zobair. With respect to the former, though reserved in disposition, and 
** in understanding weak, yet it is probable that he will be urged to insur- 
“ rcction by the importunities of the people of Ir&k. Nevertheless, it 
•* wHl behove thee to recollect, that he is the grandson of the prophet; that 
** we have bereaved him of an empire ; and that all we possess was once 
** his. Him, therefore, when thou art victorious, thou wilt treat with 
generosity. Of the son of Omar, I can only say, that al)sorbed in devo- 
“ ii«in, and naturally averse to every measure of violence, the united voice 
“ of the world might perhaps prevail upon him to aspire to the empire. 

But as that is a concnrrcnce never likely to exist, it should little excite 
“our apprehensions. With regard to the son of Abfi Bukker, it is 
** sufficient to remark, that he is a man without energy ; and moreover, 
so corrupted by his intercourse with women, that he cannot be the 
** source of much anxiety. Keep him employed in his pleasures, and be 
** will give thee but little trouble. But with respect to the son of Zobair, 
cease not to pursue him until thou hast secured his allegiance ; for while 
he lays his plans with the subtilty of the fox, he will assail thee with 
** the fierceness of the lion, whenever he sees his opportunity. Him, 
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** therefore, whether he resUts, or whether he submits to, thy authority^ 
** thim wilt cut to pieces whenever it is in thy power/’ fie then con- 
cluded by recominending to his particular favor the cities of Mekkah and 
Medeinali, in consideratiuii of the services which, on a variety of occasions, 
they had rendered to his father. According to others, these iiistructioi» 
were not communicated at a personal interview, hut imparted toZohauk 
the son of Keyss, and Mosslem the son of Aukkehah, tw'o of Muiiweiah’a 
confidential ministers; by whom they were subsequently conveyed to Yez- 
zeid, who was absent on a hunting party at the period ol his father’s 
death. 

However that may be, Mauweiah quitted this abode of clay for tho 
mansions of eternal retribution, in the month of Rudjub* of the year sixty, 
and was buried at Damascus. From the period of the treaty with Imauni 
Hussuii, he reigned sole monarch of the dominions of Isslarn for nineteen 
years; but he had exercised sovereign authority over Syria nearly twenty 
years previous to that event. He was upwards of eighty at the period of 
his death. It is not denied that he possessed talents and accomplishments 
of a very superior order; otherwise it might be argued, that he would not 
have been so far distinguished by the prophet’s confidence, as to have 
been for some lime employed as liis almoner, and register of revelations. 
It has however been the lot of the historian to record many circumstances 
unfavorable to his memory, although we find it maintained by some 
authorities, and particularly in the work of Hafez AbrCi, that there arc many 
societies in Isslam, who do not scruple to assert, that in the war which he 
prosecuted against Ally, he was as much engaged in the cause of the true 
faith, as if he had combated against its declared and most determined 
adversaries. An opinion than which, observes our author, without produc- 
ing a single argument in refutation, nothing can be more palpably 
erroneous or absurd. 

As a proof, perhaps, of the art with which he endeavoured to stimulate 
the passions and propensities of other men, to the advancement of his own 
interests, it is related of Mauweiah, that having, on some occasion or other, 
afifected to assign to the race of H^shem the pre-eminence in martial virtue^ 
and to the house of Zobair in liberality, while he reserved to himself the 
applause inclemency and forbearance under injury; Ally, who might, 
peradventure more than any other, have had reason to question hia 

* April, A. D. 680. 
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^ motives, did not fail to ascribe these specious expressions to wh^l he oofi* a, H^tX. 

. ^ived to be their genuine source. “ The object of the son of Ab^ A.J>.^80. 
“Soffeyan in these observations,’^ said he, “it cannot be difficult to conn. Khdiwwal 
“ preheiid. By such and similar encomiums he hopes that the fienni 
“ IJdshem may be urged to devote themselves, without reflection, to the "d 
“ contingencies of the field of battle, until all shall be extirpated : that the ’*'*'‘'*‘** 

“ family of Zobair, by an indiscriminate liberality, may be at last reduced ^**’*^" 

“ to depend for subsistaiice on his bounty ; and by propagating the 
“ belief of his own mild and clement disposition, to secure tp himself the 
“ regard and attachment of mankind.” Mauweiah is said to have finally 
acknowledged to his ministers, moreover, before he expired, that there 
were to Inin tliree things the source of bitter regret. First, that he should 
have suffered himself to be misled by the spirit of ambition, to deprive 
the sacred family of the prophet of their rights : secondly, that he should 
have suborned the wife of Imaiim ilussiin, to poison her husband; and 
thirdly, that he should have prematurely nominated Yezzeid to the 
succession. 

By four wives he had three sons; Abdurraihman who died in infancy^ 

Abdullah, who was an idiot, and Yezzeid who succeeded to the Khelau- 
fut ; aiul three daughters whose names it would be superfluous to detafl. 

And the officers employed in the different provinces of bis government, at 
tlie period wheu he ceased to reign, were the following. Niauman the 
son of Beshir was governor of Kfifah ; Obaidullah the son of 
Zeiaud, of Bassorah ; of Medeiiiah, WaiekJ the son of Auttebah the 
son of Ahu Soffeyan. Of Mckkah, Omar the sen of Sand son of U1 Auss, 
and nephew of Amiu. And of the important province of Khorassaiin, 
Abdurraihman the son of Zeiaud. Zohaiik the son of Keyss was the 
captain of his guards, and a Greek of the name of SerJOn possessed the 
dignity of vezzeir, or minister of state. 

Yezz^i:!!) t be sod of Mauweiah, second Khalif of the house of Oinmeyah. > TVirikh 

Having ascended the throne of the Khalifa immediately on the death of his 

father, and secured from the Syrians tbeir obedience, Yezzeid dispatched 

to announce these events to the denizens of the empire in general, and to Ymzzmib, 

require afresh their pledges of allegiance to his authority. In compliance 

with the dying instructions of Mauweiah, be continued in tbeir respective ®^***®*‘®'“* 

governments all who had been employed under the authority of that q 

prince ; and it became a subject of early deliberation in what maonet he 



A* If. tX. iliould AM [^bderitly proceed, in order to obtain the submission of tV- 
A. D. €8<K four personages sm particularly described to him in the farewet admonitions 
Tsrikh~ of his father. He concluded however oil writing to Waleid the son of 
Tebiy«' AUttebah^ authorizing him, in his behalf, to demand the allegiance of those 
of them who resided at Medeinah. 

When the letters of Yezzcid reached the governor of Medeinah, his 
Hrst step was to apply to Merwaun, then on the spot, for his advice. By 
him he was informed, that although the instnictions which he had received 
from Mauweieh himself, with regard to these illustrious individuals, were in 
too way to disquiet or molest them ; nevertheless, he could not rt commend 
to him to deviate or detract in any degree from the commands of him who 
was now his sovereign. In this view he should therefore advise, that the 
four chiefs should be immediately summoned to his presence, and if they 
evinced the slightest disposition to delay their acknowledgements of his 
master’s authority, to beware of subscribing to any such delay, but to put 
them to death without further consideration. “ Good God,” exclaimed 
Waleid, “ is then the child of Fautima the beloved daughter of the pro- 
“ phet, to be dispatched by a word ! or am I possessed of means competent 
“ to the destruction of such men as the sons of Abh Bukker, Omar, and 
••Xobair?” He sent however to require the presence of Imaum Hus- 
aeyne. The latter, aware of the purpose for which he was sent, had the 
precaution to take with him a guard of fifty men, w»ell armed, whom he 
directed to place themselves at the door of the apartment into which he 
should be introduced ; to listen attentively to what passed within ; and 
if they perceived that matters went amiss, to force the -door, and aid him 
in the exertions which might be found necessary to his rescue. Thus 
prepared, Hftsseyne appeared before the governor of Medeinah, who 
immediately communicated to him the dispatch which he had received 
from Yezzeid. HOsseyne remarked, that as the letter related to the three 
other personages as well as himself, it seemed expedient that the whole 
ahnuld be sent for, in order that they might make theit submission at once 
oit the same spot. To this Waleid assented, and Husseyne rose to go 
away ; which being observed by Merwaun who was still present, the 
latter called out to Waleid not to suffer him to depart, but to dispatch him 
immediately. Hhsseyne however toi k his leave, assuring Merwaun, thai 
neither he nor Waleid had power to touch his life. And the same nighty. 
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aoeampaDfied AbdaUah Zobair made the beat ofhia wfyi'lD' iiiakliali; A«llf U. 
^here remained for some time ifh concealment €>o. 

The inhabitanta of Khfah, on intelligence that he waa thita witbdraifil tOi Tadbli 

Mekkah, immediately assembled, and came to a resolutioa, that Huaac^e Xeko:. 

should be solicited to appear among them ; and messengers wete accordingly* 

dispatched to convey the letters, in which they unanimous^ invited hioi 

to a city which they called his own, and in which they declared eveiy 

individual to be at his disposal. These letters being delivered to Hhsseyne, 

were by him communicated to his uncle Abdullah Abbas, who honestly 

cautioned him to beware of the versatility and inconstancy of the people 

of Kufali, whose conduct towards his father it was impossible he should 

have forgotten. But as Husseyne seemed still disposed to comply with 

the invitation, repeatedly alleging, as his inducement, the assurance which 

he had received, that not less than twelve thousand of the adherents of his 

* 

family had already pledged their allegiance to him ; the son of Abbas, 
having exhausted every other argument against any kind of reliance pn 
the professions of this inconsistent, if not treacherous people, suggested that, 
at least, if there was no other alternative, some one shonld be deputed iji the 
hrsc instance, in his name, in order to ascertain to what extent th^f were 
engaged in favor of his rights : when there would be still time enough to 
place his person in their hands. To this Hhsseyne at last assented ; and 
Mosslem the sun of Aukkail being the person chosen for the purpose, waa 
directed to proceed immediately to Kufab, there to remain in private 
until he should have made luinsell sufficiently acquainted with the Dum« 
her and resouices, and engaged the iideiity of the friends of his cause ; of 
all which, he was to transmit tlie necessary information : when, if, it 
appeared advisable, IlOsseyne, at the proper period, would not fail tq join 
him. 

Mosslem proceeded accordingly to Kufah ; where, on the report of hia ' 
arrival, and that he was to be shortly followed by Husseyne himself, being 
circulated through the town, the people flocked in great numbers to the 
envoy, and pledged their allegiance to the authority of his master. In 
consequence of which, having, as a proof of their sincerity, obtained written 
engagements irom the leading chiefs of such as had thus pledged them- 
selves, Mosslem, without loss of time, dispatched a messenger toHflsseyne 
Hfith the expected communications. And on his part, Hflsseyne being 
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A* H.LX. long since apprized that the adherents of his family were to be found in 
680. considerable numbers among the citizens of Bassorah, now employed a 
*Tarikh' ^ domestic of his, of the name of S61iman, to convey to that place letters in 
Tebiy. his name, addressed to Ehnef the son of Keyss, Saueid the son of Amrfi, 
^nd others of his father’s friends ; calling upon them, and all those who 
were disposed to support his claims, to repair immediately to K^l'ah, to 
which place he announced hiti own speedy departure. A journey for which 
in reality, he was making every preparation, the inhabitants having by 
this time, almost to a man, declared in his favor. 

In the mean time a person in the interests.of Yezzeid, whose name waa 
Abdullah ben Mosslem, had called upon Nianman the governor of Khfah, 
to acquaint him that the emissary of Imaum lihsseyne had Been for two 
days concealed in the town ; that the greater part of the inhabitants had 
already declared for him, and that that prince had been actually invited to 
put himself at their head. He therefore urged that the son ofAukkail 
should be immediati ly seized and conveyed to Damascus. Niauman had 
however not yet lost his attachment to the memory of the prophet ; by 
which he was accordingly intluced to declare that so long as Mosslem 
continued in concealmeut, he should not bring him into public; and 
that so long as the party should abstain from actual hostility against his 
government, he should not molest them. Quitting the presence of 
Niauman, Abdullah immediately wrote to apprize Vezzeid of these particu- 
lars ; and to uige the speedy appointment of some other commander to the 
government of KBfah, which was otherwise in imminent danger of falling 
into the hands of Hhsseyne, hourly expected by the inhabitants.' 

In the perplexity into which he was in some measure thrown by this 
intelligence, Yezzeid, after some deliberation, determined that th's was a 
tlifficuUy from which the talents and inflexible rigour of Obaidullah the 
son of Zeiaud, were alone competent to relieve him. To him, therefore, he 
immediately transmitted letters, authorizing him to assume the entire 
government of ir4k and Khfah ; to which place he directed him to proceed 
without delay, delegating the government of Bassorah to some person in 
whom he could confide under his own authority. On his arrival at Kfifah 
he was enjoined to put to immediate death Mosslem the son of Aukkaii, 
with all who appeared to have pledged themselves to support the claims 
ef Ufisaeyne ; whom also, if he fell into his power, and delayed to give the 
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necesf 9 &ry pledges of submission, he was to cut off, and send his head A.H. LX. 
to Yezzeid. This was an employment which Obaidullah appeared to A. D. 68o. 
undertake with a satisfaction which he did not pretend to disguise; and he Tkrikh 
had already disposed of every thing preparatory to his departure, after Tebiy*/ 
delegating the government of Bassorah to his brother Othman, when the 
very night before his intended journey, information was communicated to 
him, that a messenger from Imaum Hhsseyne was at that moment in the 
town concealed by the inhabitants ; with letters, demanding the presence 
of his friends at Kufah, and that they only awaited the departure of 
Obaidullah to make them public. The same night Obaidullah contrived 
to secure the person of Suliman the servant of Hdsseyne, and to extort 
from him, under a severe flagellation, the names of all those to whom he 
had brought letters. The day following, having assembled the inhabitants, 
he announced to them that he was sufficiently apprized of the communi- 
cations which they had received from Hilsseync ; that the messenger was 
in his custody, and had acknowledged all that bad passed. That they 
were no strangers to his unvarying rule ; that his punishments were rather 
sanguinary ; and that his presence was required at Kiifah, where he might 
find it necessary to put Mosslcm the son of Aukkail to death, with all 
who had associated in his designs. “ Look well to yourselves,” concluded 
Obaidullah ; then ordering the messenger of Imaum Hiisseyne to be 
brought before him, he, in their presence, cut him through the middle 
with his scimitar ; observing at the same time to the bystanders, that it 
would peradventure be found that it was equally in his power to treat 
the person who had sent him, in the same manner. 

After this example of summary justice, Obaidullah, accompanied by a 
considerable body of troops proceeded towards Kufah ; but on reaching 
the city of Kadesiah, he left his troops at that place, and mounting a 
camel, attended by no more than ten horsemen, late one evening arrived 
at Kufah. As he contrived to disguise his countenance under cover of . 
bis turban, and the inhabitants had been in general taught to expect the 
arrival of Imaum Iliksseyne, it was not perhaps extraordinary that they 
should mistake the one for the other. Accord.njly when Obaidullah 
approached and accosted the first group of citizens, whom he found seated 
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A. H. LX. in the streets, they all rose and returned his salute by the name of grande 
son of the prophet. Many now croiided round and imi)ortuned him with 
Tarikh invitations, soliciting him to take up his abode with one or other of them. 

Tebry. He did not attempt to undeceive them, but proceeded straight to the 

palace of government, the gales of which were hastily shut against him by * 
Niauman ; who ascending to the embattled terrace, from thence admonish- 
ed him to retire, (still supposing him to be Hiisseyne.) as he could not but 
be aware that his presence at K6fah was neither justified by time nor 
circumstances. The people upon this began to be clamorous and abusive, 
and insisted that the gate should be immediately thrown open for the 
reception of their prophet’s nearest relative. Niauman continued however 
inflexible in his resolution, declaring, that as far as rested with him, it 
should never be said that Hiisseyne the son of Ally was killed under his roof. 

“ Open the gate,” cried Obaidullah at last, “ and the curse of (.jod rest 
“ upon thee and uponHusseyne too.” The people now recognized him, and 
immediately dispersed in the utmost confusion ; neither did Niauman any 
longer oppose his entrance into the palace, in which he now accordingly 
took up his residence. 

In the mean time Mosslem the son of Aukkail becoming apprized of 
what had happened, endeavoured to secrete himself under the protection of 
llauny the son of Orwaub, the most distinguished of ilhsseyiie’s adher- 
ents, While Obaklullah Zeiaud having called together the principal 
inhabitants on the following day, told them without reserve, that the 
design of his visit to Kufah was to extirpate, without exception, all who 
had acknowledged the authority of Hiisseyne, of their attachment to 
whom, he desired it might be understood, that he was well informed. 
Then addressing himself particularly to llauny the son of Orwauh; 

1 have heard,” said he, that Mosslem the emissary of Hfisseyiie is at 
thy house.” And llauny denying the circumstance, was called upon by 
Obaidullah to swear it, which he had accordingly no sooner complied 
with, than his person was secured, while some of Obaidullah’s attendants 
were dispatched to his house. There they seized the unfortunate agent, 
and brought him immediately to the presence of their chief, by w'hom he 
was placed »n safe custody, together with hrs protector. The palace 
l>eing however soon after surrounded by a concourse of the inhabitants, to 
Ihe number, as it is said, of fifty thousand men« in consequence of the 
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detention^ of these two persons, Obaidullah, with his usual decision, took 
a very short course of suppressing the tumult ; he caused both his 
nrisoners to be conducted to the roof of the palace, where their heads 
were immediately struck off, and thrown among the multitude; which, thus 
scared like a flock of sheep, as immediately dispersed in every direction ; 
these circumstances taking place in the month ofZilhudje* of the year sixty: 
on the very day on which, little aware of the unexpected reverse which 
had befallefl his friends at KAfah, Hhsseyiie, with the whole of his 
family, took his departure from Mekkah. 

Before he finally quitted Mekkah on this occasion, Imaum Uusseyne 
had however been again assailed on the part of those most sincerely 
devoted to his interests with every argument to dissuade him against the 
inauspicious journey ; and against re|K)sing any confidence in the professi- 
ons or good faith of the men of Kufah. While, on the other hand, 
Abdullah Zobair, who began about this period to unmask his views, was 
not the less anxious for his departure, in order that the city might thus be 
left more entirely at his own disposal. But the faithful Abdullah Abbas, 
less c«.rrupt in his views, and more sincere in his attachment, urged his 
nephew, with fresh intreaties, to beware of quitting the sanctuary of the 
most high ; an appellation by which the city of Mekkah is not unfrequenlly 
dlstinguishpd ; to beware of trusting to the professions of a set of men 
whose conduct to his father and brother he could not surely have forgotten • 
at least, if he was determined to proceed, not to take tliese defenceless 
'women and children with him. until he should have better ascertained 
how affairs were situated. If the people of Kufah were sincerely desirous 
of evincing their attachment to his interests, they would lung since have 
given a proof of it, by the expulsion of Yezzeid’s lieutenant, who was still 
allowed to retain his authority among them : and for his own part he 
should not disguise his apprehensions, that when once his person was at 
their mercy they would destroy him ; and that his women and children 
would not be suffered to survive his fate. Nevertheless, Hussevne, 
UFged by his destiny, was not to be prevailed upon ; and accordinglv 
quitted Mekkah with the whole of his own family, and the greater part of 
his brother's, under the slender escort of forty horse, and one hundred 
foot. 

• Scptcmlier, A. D. 0SO. 
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A. H. LX. Soon after he had entered on his journey be met with a caravan, orcompany 
A. 1). (>»o. of merchants and travellers, which, with other property, was conducting 
Tarikir camel loads of the contributions levied for the public expenditure at 
Tebjy. Mekkah : these Hussey ne thought it prudent to detain ; alleging that it 
was a necessity to which, although rightful Imaum of the believers, he was 
driven through the lawless usurpations of Yezzt id. Having, however^ 
appropriated to his own use the specie which he found belonging to the 
public treasury, he caused every other description of property^to be scru* 
pulously restored to the owners. About midway through the desert, ho 
fell in with an Arabian poet of the name of Ferzouk, and Homaum the 
son of Ghiileb, both coming from Kufah, of whom he demanded what they 
had to communicate respecting his affairs at that place ; “the hearts of the 
“ people are with thee,” said the travellers, “ but we cannot pretend to 
*• know how God’s providence may further determine “ in that respect,’* 
rejoined Husseyne, “ it required not your observation to apprize me, that 
“ the decrees of providence are not to be eluded,” They could not how- 
ever furnish him with anyjntelligerce ofObaidullah Zeiaud’s prot^cedings; 
and he continued to make all the expedition in his power, in order to 
reach Kufah before Yezzeid should have received information of his design. 

On the other hand Obaidullah Zeiaud, not less vigilant than active to 
defeat his views, was now employed in transferring the different appoint- 
ments throughout Ir&k into the hands of his own dependents ; after which 
he caused them to conduct their troops from all sides to the road leading 
towards Mekkah. Among others he sent for Omar the son of Saud, to 
whom he proposed the government of Rai, if he would undertake to seize 
the person of Husseyne, This was however an undertaking, of which ho 
requested to be spared the execution ; but Obaidullah. intimating that if he 
continued to entertain the same scruples, he must retract the appointment 
which he had conveyed to him of the government of Rai, Omar desired 
that he would allow him the night to consider on the subject. After which, 
conceiving that it best suited his interests to engage even in the death of 
Husseyne, rather than relinquish an appointment which seemed to be the 
aim of his ambition, he acceded to the proposals ofObaidullah ; and in the 
beginning of the month of Mohurrim,* of the year sixty-one, proceeded at 
the head of four thousand men towards the Arabian desert, 

* Tbirtieth of Scptenibsr, 
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, In the mean time Huaseyne^ with his little troop, had arrived and 
encamped within three stages of Kadesiah. And a person of the name of 
Khur ben Yezzeid, secretly attached to the family of Ally, having been 
directed by OmarSaud to level the wells, and places of refreshment in the 
desert, cuine rather unexpectedly on the encampment of thelmaum ; whom, 
when he found that he was thus far on his way to Kufah, he earnestly 
intrcated to return without delay, for that his agents had been put to 
death ; and that Omar the son of Saud, with four thousand men, was 
just at hand to intercept him. ** Alas/’ said Husseyne, incumbered with 
•• all this family, how can 1 return.” “Up,” replied his friendly monitor, 
“quit the mad and retire to one side.” Uusseyne accordingly decamped, 
and quitting the direct road, proceeded on one side to a place called Ker- 
bela. wheie he again pitched his tents. Omar Saud, however, entering 
the desert soon afterwards, and receiving intelligence of his situation, 
directed his march to the same spot. On the appearance of the enemy, 
Uusseyne drew out to receive them ; his escort, as we have already noticed, 
not exceeding forty horse and one hundred foot, at the head of which he 
took his stand, observing the approach of his assailants. In this posture 
he was found by Omar ; who, on his arrival, immediately disengaging 
himself fiom the troops with whom he was surrounded, advanced towards 
Uusseyne, and having saluted him, proceeded to advise him against the 
prosecution of a design to which his resources were so entirely inadequate; 
that the will of God was manifestly hostile to the success of his views ; 
nor could he pretend to bring to a better termination tliat contest which had 
bafiled the powers of his father, with all the influence of his martial cha- 
racter ; to whom, if to any of tho family, the sovereign authority would 
have attached itself, if it had not been otherwise destined : neither could it 
fail to be remembered, tliat if his designs were partially successful, his father 
had led a wretched life amidst turbulence and dissensions, and ultimately 
perished by the swords of his adversaries. His brother Hussun bad afforded 
him however a far better I'xample ; for perceiving no prospect to encour- 
age his hopes, he had early and prudently submitted to acknowledge the 
authority of his opponent, and thus at once relieved himself from a painful 
burden of distraction and solicitude. “ Do thou also,” concluded Omar, 
“ divest thyself of a concern in which thy person must inevitably be 
“ exposed to so many hazards.” “ On condition that 1 relinquish my 


A. H.LXI. 

A'l>. 080. 

^ariklT^ 

Tebry^ 



m 

A* H. LXT, •* clftimi,” replied Husseyne, •* may f then bespeak your assent to onp of 

A. U. 600. three tliingsl tithet'^uffer me to return without molestation to Mekkah ; 

“ Xarikh “ retire' to some other holy place, where 1 may devote myself to the 

Tcbry. ** sources of religion ; or lastly to repair without interruption to the presence 

“ of Yezzeid." 

As these were proposals which Omar acknowledged to be reasonable, 
he desired that llhsseyne would await the reply to a letter which he should 
immediately dispatch to Ohaidullah Zeiaud ; it being a subject on which 
he could not undertake to determine without his instructions. He then 
encamped on the same spot, and wrote to Obaidullah accordingly. The 
answer which soon arrived from Obaidullah, stated however, that tiCisseyne 
must first repair to him, and that he should be afterwards conducted to the 
presence of Yezzeid. But llbssoyne continuing to urge that he might 
be permitted to proceed straight to the court of Yezzeid, at the same time 
that Obaidullah might employ any one he chose to conduct him, the latter 
adhered inflexibly to the resolution tliat liiisseyne should in the first 
instance CQtne to him ; and when the same propiisal was by letter twice or 
thrice ^repc(|ted in behalf of ilusseyne, by Omar, OI>aidullah filially declared 
that it was in vain to importune him further on the subject ; lor that he 
should not accept ol tlusiuyiie’s allegiance until he pledged it in pi rson 
with his own hand. To this, Husscyuc with equal ubsiinacy, refused 
to accede. 

A week having been consumed in this fruitless discussion, Obaidullah 
dispatched a person to demand of Omar Sand, if he bad employed him 
merely to converse with Husseyne ; if he attocked him willniut further 
delay, it was very W'cll ; if not, he should find .no difficulty in sending one 
who would be less scrupulous in the execution of his ^orders. By this 
message, it might have bee4i expected tiiat all further procrastination 
would have been put an end to ; and the son of Saud mounting his horse, 
accordingly disposed his troops for the attack : but he felt himself impelled 
once more to address the. devoted Husseyne aloud in these words. 
“ Every effort in my power has been exerted to avoid the opprobrium, 
or imputation, of having dipped my hands in thy blood ; 1 find that 
“ those exertions are in vain.” “Yet,” said Husseyne, “ give me the 
respite of this day; suffer me to remain unmolested only till to morrow.” 
And in this, from whatever motive, Omar again indulged him. in the 
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.nefin time, proYbked by these TepieSted'^lays, ObsiduYlah Zeiaud sent for jiLH.LX]^. 
Sbemir or Shamer Ziljousbeny'; and tbld him that the mo dIfSaud A.D*68d. 
seemed disposed to pretarieate’ with him, and that hts heart ap^ar^ to be tari^ 
with Husseync, he directed him* to prdceed immediately and deprive that Tehry. 
chieftain of his command. “ Whether he has commenced hostilities, or 
whether iiot,'^ said he, ** his command and his appointment are thine ; 
go and bring me either ilWeyne, or his head.*' About the hour of 
prayer, at three in the afternoon, of the day on which Imaum Hhsseyne 
had contrived to obtain a fbitherdelay of hostilities, this person arrived in 
the camp of Omar, and declared that it should not continue an hour 
longer. On whicti Omar again led his troops to the presence of the 
unhappy prince, and announced that Obaidullah had sent another person 
to command against him. H^^sseyne ui^cd, notwithstanding, that as the 
day was far advanced, and night approaching, the truce might still be 
allowed to continue to the following morning ; and as he was supported in 
this hy the in treaties of the adverse troops, Shemir thought fit to comply. 

Thu night was in part employed by Huss'eyiie in adjusting his arms, and ' 
otherwise preparing for the conflict in which he was about to be engaged ; 
after which he endeavoured to amuse himself by repeating aloud, either the 
compositions of his ow’ii gcniiis, or of other Arabian poetsi This being 
overheard by his sou Ally, who lay ill in a corner of the tent, the latter 
began to weep aloud, and was immediately answered by the women, who 
gave a loose to their sorrows in the most bitter and heart rending lamenta- 
tions. HfSisseyne iutreated them to bear their afflictions in silence, lest 
they might awaken the ridicule and triumph of bis enemies. Then raising 
his eyes to heaven, he briefly addressed himself in the following prayer. 

“ Lord thou knowest that the allegiance of these men is pledged to me, 

“ and that they have basely violated that allegiance ; do ihon render me 
“justice against them.” After which he called together the faithful 
adherents of his fortune, and having borne testimony that as far as they 
were concerned they had honorably acquitted themselves, he proceeded to 
acknowledge that in the contest to which he had led them, they w'ere 
opposed to a superiority of numbers, on which he had never been taught 
to calculate. That for his own part, having no further hope of life and 
safety, he freely absolved them from eveiy obligation by which they might 
iiavc x:onceived themselves bound to share his fate ; and accordingly desired 
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Ai H. LXl. that everyone who felt himself so disposed, might embrace the opportunity to 
At D« 6eo. make his escape. “ Respectable Imaum/’ they observed in reply^ “on the 
Tarikh aweful day of resurrection how shall we account to our God| or what ple^ 
Tsbty. “ shall we urge to thy grandfather, if we surrender bis children to the ven- 
“ geance of their enemies/’ 1 hey therefore declared themselves unanU 
mously resolved to sacrifice their lives at his feet. He then prepared his 
little army in the best manner he was able to meet the impending conflict. 

The same night, hearing that Uhsseyne was surrounded at Kerbdia, a 
faithful adherent of his fathers, of the name of TiSmiauh, made his way to 
bis camp ; and proposed to him to elfcct his escape on the camel w'hich ho 
had brought him for the purpose ; representing that the abode of his tribe, 
to which he should immediately conduct him, was perfectly inaccessible 
to the approach of the enemy. This JIhsseyne resolutely declined ; declaring, 
that though it were possible to survive their loss, whieh he well knew from 
the state of his feelings to be totally out of the question, he would never 
expose his memory to the infamy of having basely tied, and abandoned hia 
women and his family to the discretion of a merciless enemy. In w'hich 
generous resolution, the friendly Arab, for the present quitted him. 

In the mean lime another messenger from Obaidulluli Zeiaud had arrived 
in the course of the night, with an admonition toOmar the son of Saud ; urg- 
ing him, if he felt a repugnance to attack the person of UCisseyne by direct 
and open hostility, to take at least such steps as would deprive him of his 
communication with the river Euphrates ; that he and his people might 
perish of thirst. At all ewents, when Husseyne was killed, by what means 
it mattered not, he was directed to cause the body to be trampled under 
foot by his cavalry. In consequence of this message, a detachment of four 
hundred men, under the directions of Omar the son of Ul Hejauje, was 
immediately dispatched to the river side, to cut off from Hiisseyne and his 
followers all possible supply of water ; and thus exhaust them under an accu- 
mulation of distress. On his part, during a short interval of sleep, the prophet 
appeared to Husseyne in a dream, desiring him to be no longer afflicted ; 
for that on the evening of tomorrow he should be with him in paradise. 
From which, having shortly afterwards awakened, he entirely divested 
himself of every remaining ho|)e of life, and when the day broke he 
applied himself with becoming solemnity to perform the duties of hi« 
teligion. This was the morning of Friday the tenth of Mohurrim^* 

• Ninth of October. 



OmartHejpon of Sand, who, notwithstanding what has been recently A.H. LXf. 
Btaud, appears to have still retained at least the ostensible command, now A. U. fa so. 
led his trnnps for the last time to the attack of iJiisseyne ; and the latter, Tarikh 
the extent of w hose force required but little previc)U8arrangeinent,'^quitting Tebirf. 
bis horse, and mounting a camel, on which he presented himself to those who 
were about to assail him, and addressed them in substance as follows: 

Men of Kufah although 1 am sufliciently convinced, that the words I 
am about co speak to you can otherwise avail me nothing, nevertheless, 

“ as they must equalj^^ve as a testimony against you, and as my own 
“justification in the pre^oce of that almigliiy being before whom we stand, 

“ 1 am determined to give them utterance. Yc cannot he ignorant that I 
“am the offspring of the ever blooming Fautiina the daughter of God^s 
“ messenger : that I am the son of your prophet’s favorite couzin, the her- 
“oic child of Abhtaiilcb, the first who embraced the sacred doctrines of 
“ Isslam ; whom your legislator pronounced to be the avenue to that 
“ wisdom, of which the city was in himself; and whom lie repeatedly 
“ declared to hold with him, in his sacred mission, the same relation that 
“ Aaron held with Moses. Ye also know that 1 am the nephew of the 
“ immortal Jauffer, and that Ilamzah the prince of martyrs was the uncle 
“ of my father. If ye arc sincere proselytes to the belief of the true God, 

“ and to the doctrines of iny grandfather, who was his messenger, be not 
“ blind to the example of which you may avail yourselves in the veneration, 

“ to which the memory of their saviour is consecrated by the followers of 
“ Jesus, and that of Moses by the Jews; as well as in the honors invariably 
“ paid by the professors of every religion to its author. Men of Kufah ! 

“ during my residence among you, neither in life or property have 1 ever 
“ injured any one ; on what plea is it then that you have conceived it lawful 
“ to shed my blood ? While quietly seated at Medeiiiah by the tomb of 
“ my grandsire, 1 was not then suffered to enjoy my humble retirement, 

“ and when I removed to Mekkah, your bolicitations, your messengers 
“your letters, seduced me from the asylum in which 1 had secured myself. 

“ All that now remains for me to say, is t(» address you in the same terms 
“ in which Moses addressed the subjects of Fharaoou. If ye will not let 
“ me go on, withdraw to one side, and suffer me to return to the sanctuary 
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A, H. LXI “of the most high ; there to lay myself down until the cares of this world 
A D. t)80. shall have passed over me ; in that which is to come it will appear, 
Tarikh “ whether the cause of justice be with you or me ; and who are the oppres- 
T^bry. “ sors ill the contest, into which 1 have been drawn.” 

To tills, receiving no reply, Ilhsseyiie again proceeded. “ Heaven be 
“ praised,” sard he, “ that God himself will bear witness against you ; for 
•• my part I have no alternative, and against me ye have no testimony to 
** allege.” lie then demanded of them individpally, addressing each 
respectively by name, if they had not written m' and invited him to 
Kul'ah ; if they had not pledg^ their allegiance both to him personally and 
through his agents ; and was it then for the purpose of murdering him, that 
they had importuned him with such invitations } They now summoned 
sufficient confidence to declare, that they considered themselves absolved 
from an allegiance, of which they had long since repented. On which 
llh^seyne finally concluded, by repeating his acknowledgments to heaven* 
that either to God or to hrs prophet, they had no plea to urge against 
him ; and appcalerl to that being, from whose justice alone, when earthly 
resources shall have failed, the unfortunate are still permitted to hope for 
redress. I’lie camel, on which he rode, being now made to kneel on all 
fours, he remounted his horse, and placing himself at the head of his fol- 
lowers expected his odvci-saries to commence their attack. 

Accordingly a person of ihe name of Abdullah hen Omar advanced on 
the part of the enemy, and by way of defiance, desired to congratulate 
lihsseyne on his early prospect of a place in everlasting fire. “ Let that 
“ day never come to pass,” said Husseyne, “ when the man whose heart is 
with his God shall be condemned to such an appreliei]SKii),”Thenaddressn 
ing himself to heaven, he prayed that God would destroy this miscreant. 
Accordingly as the man w'ho had thus insulted him, was about to with- 
draw, the foot of his horse slipped into a h«)le in the earth, and the rider 
was thrown off; but his foot remaining in the stirrup, and the horse taking 
/right, in that situation bore him along until he expired. 'I'be next who 
•ccosted him, though in very difterent terms, was Khfiror Khyr ben Yez- 
xeid, of the tribe of remeini; the chief by whom he was fiist apprized of 
the approach of liis enemies, and by whose advice he withdrew from the 
bigh road. Ihis person now respectfully saluting Hfisseyne by the name 
i' pf, “ ion of the messenger of God,” announced, that he was come to 
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. combat in his defence, and to sacrifice his life at his feet. ** Mayst thou A.H.LXf. 
“ taste the bicssingsof martyrdom,’’ said H6sseyne/* while I congratulate thee A. D. 680. 
•• on the endless joys of paradise ; which will be thy reward, brave and generous Tarikh 
“ as thou art, and as thy name i.iiports.” Alluding to the benevolent Tebiy. 
influence felt through nature from the presence of the sun ; the latter 
belli ' in Persian, Khoiir and Khyr, and KliDrshaid. 

Impatient of further delay, /iljou'^heny began to expostulate with Omar 
Saud, and to urge him to an immediate commencement of the attack ; on 
which, fixing an arrow to his bow, and desiring him to bear witness that he 
was the first to set the example, Omar immediately discharged it towards 
the tollowers of lJusseyne. As if this had dissolved the impression of 
awe, which had hitherto, like a spell, operated to prevent the Mosslems 
from assailing the person of iheir Imaum, tw’o of the domestic slaves of 
Oiia dullali Zeiaud now advanced and proposed the single combat. These 
were both killed by llabeibaiid Yezzeid, two of the followers of llftsseyne 
of that name ; three more of the troops of Omar Saud also sharing sncces* 
siv« ly the same fate. The heat of the day was no^v become excessive, and 
lJ6sseyne and his followers bc’gari to suffer under the pxtrt»mity of thirst. 

At this crisis, Omar the son of Ul Hejauje, whose station was on the 
right towards the Kuphrates, suggesting to Omar Saud that, as the soldiers 
of ll&sseyne were combating under the impulse of despair, they were not 
to be subdued, otherwise than by the united asaanlt of his whole force, it 
was immediately determined to close upon them and bring the contest to 
■ speedy derision. To render their means of resistance however still more 
feeble, Omar Saud caused his archers to advance and gall them with their 
arrows, until of llusseyne’s little troop the greater part was wounded : and 
in the charge which immediately followed on the part of the enemy, 
twenty of them were killed on the spot. Those who survived continued, 
nrvt r heless, to maintain their ground with admirable constancy. I'on- 
cciv that it no longer became him to withhold his person from the 
conflict, Hilisseync now pushed forward to engage with his assailants ; but ' 
his faithful followers still interposed, declaring, that so long as any of them 
‘remained alive, the grandson of the prophet should not be suffered to 
expose himself to the swords of the enemy ; to which Hdsseyne, his eysB 
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A.H. LXI. ovpfflowini? witli tears, could only express his hope that they would find 
A. U ( 80 . ihiMF revvard in the approbation of Oiiimpolenee. I hey then advanced 
Taiikh successively u> encounter the enemy, each saluting lJusseyiie as they 
Tebry. passed him, with “ peace be with thee thoii sou of tlie prophet of God, fire 
“ thee well !” while liusseyne replied “ peace be with thee brave as.soriate, 
“ thou art going before, and i shall shortly follow.” And thus ihev c-on- 
tinned to do, until every one that had accompanied him to the field of 
Kerb^la, was either killed or wounded ; hnii'^elf, his brothers, his cliildren, 
and nephews, and the women of his family still remaining unliiirt. 

In this extremity fl^sseyne again essayed to oppo«.e his person to the 
enemy, but was now as resolutely prevented by the members of his 
family ; who united in declaring, that so long as they survived, they consi- 
dered his previous exposure of himself to the hazards of a personal conflict, 
as entailing cU^rnal dishonor on themselves. After which his eldest son 
Aliy akbar, conceiving that as such he might aspire to the distinction of 
being the first of his family to lay down his life in defence of his parent, 
presented himself to the weapons of the enemy ; and having announced 
aloud his name and descent, intrepidly rushed among them: in ten differ- 
ent assaults, in which, animated by the presence of his father, he forced 
himself into the thickest of the enemy, he sacrificed to his vengeance, at 
each assault, either two or three of those who stood opposed to him ; but 
being at last almost sufficated with heat and thirst, he implored his father's 
pity, by complaining bitterly of the sufferings which he was condemned to 
undergo, in this state, after assuring him that if hecrTuld relieve him at 
the price of his own existence, it would be a willing sacrifice, his father 
arose ; and introducing his own tongue within the parched lips of his 
favorite child, thus endeavoured to alleviate his sufferings l)\ the only 
means of which his enemies had not yet been able to deprive him. The 
gallant youth then rushed for the last time into the conflict ; and being 
wounded from behind by one of the enemy, whose name was Kerrah son 
of Sand, he fell, and was immediately surrounded and cut to pieces by 
tlu'se execrable betrayers of the family of their prophet. This was a spec- 
tacle which entirely overwhelmed the feelings of Hhsseyne ; for the first 
time in his life he gave utterance to a transport of grief, which he no longer 
attempted to suppress : and the cry which he uttered, coming to the ears 
of the women, his sister Zeyneb rushed Out of the tents, and throwing 
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herself on the mangled remains of her unhappy nephew, gave a loose to a. H.LXI* 
the; 111 -St xiulent expressions of despair and sorrow. A. b. (>80. 

The next of this devoted family who rushed upon the swords of the ^ 

assailants, was Abdullah, one of the grandsons of Aukkail the appostate Tabiy. 
brother of the Lvhalif Ally. An arrow from oneof the enemy, as he advanced, 
fixed the hand of this unhappy youth to his forehead, and as he turned 
about to withdraw, another arrow from the same person transpierced him 
from behind, passing eniircly thmugh his body. Jaufler the son of Auk* 
kail, the uncle ot him who had just tallen, is the next enrolled among the' 
martyrs of Kerhela. Uefore he could close with the assailants, he also 
perished by ail ui row, which pierced his abdomen. The companions of 
Husseyne were now reduced to Ins five brothers, Abbas, Abdullah, 0th- 
man, Mahoinmed, and .laulFer ; his other brothers, Mahommed Haneifab, 
and Omar, being ioi tunateiy absent from this scene of blood ; and his son the 
younger Ally was confined to the tei^t by a fit of illness. At this moment 
his nephew, Kaiissem the son of Mahommed, a child of ten years* old, 
came out of the tents with a drawn sword in his hand ; whom, on account 
of his tender years, llfiisseyne desiring to withdraw, the intrepid boy, with 
a resolution above his age, adjured his uncle by the truth of the prophet, 
to forbear to hi term pt him ; and being suffered to proceed, he was shortly 
afterwards assailed by one of the enemy’s horsemen, who clove bis head 
through the middle, 'fhe five brothers already mentioned, now rushing 
together to the un^^ipral conflict, and being immediately surrounded, were 
soon dispatched to join their slaughtered relativis. 

The vengeance of the assailants became now concentrated towards a 
single ol)je(;t ; and an arrow having transfixed his horse, the unfortunate 
Husseyne came to the ground, and was left, fainting with thirst and fatigue, 
to contend alone, and on foot against a remorseless multitude eager for his 
destruction. But the hour of prayer betwixt noon and sun set being 
arrivcfi, the devoted Irnaum seating himself on the earth, addressed his 
thoughts to the performance of his religious duties. In this posture 
several of the enemy drew near, with the design of putting him to death ; 
but impressed with a sentiment of awe by the appearance which he exhi- 
bited, they successively retired ; declaring that they could not yet feel 
thtmselves reconciled to incur the guilt of his blood. Under these 
circumstances the ears of Hflsscyhc were suddenly assailed by the cries of 



A.Jf.LXI his inftint child AbduHah, at this period not more than twelve months 
A, D. 6d0. old, at the breast of its nurse ; burning with a parents alFectidn, he dcHircd 
Tarikh *bat the helpless innocent might be brought to him. At the moment l.e 
Tabiy. pressed it to his bosom, and was bathing it with his tears, a mimTeant of 
the tribe ofBenni Assud diachaiged an arrow, wiiioh entering the ear of 
the unconscious innocent, killed it in the arms of its parent. 
rose, and having repeated the passing formula to the spirit of his slaugh- 
tered intaiit, implored his creator to grant him patience under tht>sc* his- 
accumulated atflictions. Almost exhausted by thirst and anguish of mind, 
he seem«id for a moment to have forgotten the horrors with which he was 
•urroundcd, and diie-cted his taiiguid steps towards the river side ; but his 
design being discovered hy the uurclenting vigilance of /'Ij uisheny, the 
latter loudly vociferated, that he should not he ‘^iiir n'd t«» drink ; lest bjr 
assuaging the thirst which was otherwise hastening the piTiod of his 
miseries, he might yet bo able to protract his exisienoe. lliisseyne had 
however already thrown himself on his bre^ast over the stream of the 
Euphrates ; and was beginning to taste the luxury of the relresliing element, 
when an arrow piorcuJ his mouth. Rejecting the now ensaiigitiiicd 
draught, H 6 ssevne indignantly arose, and having extracted the winged 
nuschief, withdrew, and took his lust stand, his mouth stYeaiumg w itli 
blood, at the entrance of the. tents. 

Conceiving that the disproportiimed conflict had been perhaps, already 
too long protracted, Omar the son ofS uid rn»w approached with the delcr- 
miiiation of bringing it to a cimclusioii by the death of him, through who^e 
single exertions it was still so unaccountahly held in su'^peiioe ; yet when 
Hftsseyiie demanded if then he was coming to he his l)iitcher, a sentiment 
either of compassion or remorse comiielled him lo w'ididraw ; leaving the 
execution of his design to the soldiers, of whom he angrily demanded 
why they did not hasten to surround, and dispatch the object f»f their seem- 
ing astonishment and apprehensions. Thus stirnufated, they closed round 
the person of the devoted Imaum, who contn.uod to defend hmiseli, not- 
withstanding, with admirable intrepidity, an I p esence of mind ; eiti er 
killing or diaubling not a few of his iiuiuerous assailants. While rh se 
exertions of a courage animated by despair, continued on the part of IlCis- 
aeyne to excite the surprise and rerr<ir of his adversaries, Omar Saud could 
Aot forbear demaudiug ol Ziijouktieuy, if, consideiing the anguish of aiiiiil 



, under which he must be supposed to labour from the appalling apeeUcle A.H.LXL 
of a slauj»hUT{*d family, covered with wounds, deprived of neater for so A. D.Cao. 
many days, and assailed by such multitudinous odds, as well as by distress Tarikh 
and horror in every shape and form, he conceived it to be within the scope 
of ini man ptowrss, to exhibit such an example of courage and constancy, 
as tli(?y must then acknowledge to have witnessed in the demeanor of thia 
unfortunate prince. For Hhsseyne, though wounded in four and thirty 
places by different weapons, though extremely weakened through loss of 
blood, and fainting with fatigue and an intolerable thirst, still opposed an 
invincible resistance to the assaults which were directed against his person 
from every side. 

Jtedneed to this extremity he was at last approached by Ziljousheny, 
accoiiipiinied by six of his chosen followers ; whose meditated attack 
llu'iseMie, with a courage yet unabated, advanced to repel. But one of 
these, whose name was Zerraiah, drawing near to assail him, found a fatal 
opportunity, and struck off one of his arms close to the shoulder. He now 
fell ; hut, by a kind of convulsive effort, springing once more on his feet, 
he attempted to make at the soldier by whom he had been thus cruelty 
mntilati'd ; he however again fell to the earth, and the soldier approaching 
from heliind, thrust him through the hark with a javelin, the point of 
which came out'at his breast; and immediately withdrawing the fata) 
w^eapnii, the soul of the lamented Hhsseyne fled through the orifice. The 
execrated Ziloushrny then stinck off his head, leaving the body on the 
ground, wliich some of his murderers now proceeded to strip. Keyss the 
son of Aishautli took away bis undergarment ; two other persons possessed 
thcnisclves of his turban and drawers, and a miscreant of the name of 
IJaheih hen Mozryl carried off the sword of the martyred Imauin. Shemir 
next entered the leiits, which he gave up to the pillage of his barbarous 
followers, w'ho stripped the women of their very headdresses and wearing 
apj>aiel. Hearing the screams of these defenceless females, Omar Suid 
hasicned to tlie spot, just at the moment when Ziljousheny with his drawn 
swoid was appioacliiiig the bed ot Ally the son of Husseyne, then a 
child ianguishir.g under pain and illness, with the intention of putting 
him to d( aih. Omar seasonably demanded if he was not ashamed to be 
the liurclu’f of an Innocent and defenceless infant. “ My <reiieral Obai- 
tluliah Ztiaud's orders” replied Ziijousheiiy, “ were, tliat nothing malv of 
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A.HLXI. “the femily should be left alive.’’ “The believers,” rejoined Omar, 

A. L). tso. “ have hitherto abstained from killing the infant children even of infidvU; 

" Xarikh *' this child,” added he, “ be carried to thy general, that he may decide 
^•bry. ** upon his fate.” After which, he, for the present, put a stop to the 
further outrages of the plunderers, by turning them out uf the tents. Tha 
instructions of Ohaidullah Zeiaud were nixt announced by Ziljousheny, 
directing that the body of the Klaughtered linaum i»honld be trampled uiuler 
foot by the cavalry. In concurrence with which the lifeless trunk of 
IKisseyne was accordingly rode over, and every bonc' broken, by twenty 
horsemen ; the names of twoof whom, Ishauck the son of Ileyoiit, and Ojeysa 
the son of Yezz* id, have been recorded f*.r ilie perpi'tiud e xecration of pos- 
terity. 1'he authors of the massacre now encamped for the night ; the 
head of flusseyiie being conveyed, in tlie mean time, by Omar Sand, 
together with a letter announring this boasted victory, ihrongb the medi- 
um of a certain Khowly* eben Yezzeid, to his employer the s'lnguinary 
Obaidiillah Zeiaud at Kitfaii. The day following, alter causing the slain 
of his own party amounting to the number of eighty -two, to be buried, 
and leaving those of lliisseyne’s exposed to wild beasts, and birds of prey, 
Omar and his troops proceeded towards Kfifah, acrompanied by his 
wretched female captives thro\i n across the backs of camels; and it is 
finally stated, that as the parricides were (jnitting the scene of slaughter, 
the voices of invisible beings were heard in the air, bemoaning the hapless 
victims thus sacrificed at KerbeJa to secure the power of Yezzeid. 

The mutilated corpse of Husscyne, and those of his followers, had con- 
tinued on the sands of Kerbela unburied and exposed, for the space of 
three days, when the people of a neighbouring village, called Aazir or 
Aiauzir, situated on the bank of the Euphrates, and bt longing to the tribe 
of Benni Assud, at last took courage ; and representing to each other, that 
they might incur the vengeance of heaven, if they suffered the bodies of 
their fellow creatures to be longer a prey to wolves and vultures, they went 
together, and committed to the earth, on the spot where they found it, 
the headless corse of Husseyne ; burying that of his son Ally at his feet. 
The bodies of the other slain, excepting that of Abbas the brother of 
Husseyne, which was buried where it was found on the road to Aiauzir, 
were collected together and cominittid to one grave; in that spot 

• Or Khowla. 
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'Which has since become sufficiently celebrated throughout the east, SS A.HJL!ltr* 
containing the ashes of tho8c> who, on this memorable occasion, fell at A. D. 6eo. 
Kerhfila. Wikh 

The man who had undertaken to convey to Obaidullah &iaud the head Tebiy. 
of the martyred HAsseyne, and whose name has been since consigned to 
perpetual execration, did not fail to claim the highest reward that could 
be due for a piece of service so acceptable^ as that which he had performed 
in producing this ghastly testimony of the extinction of that person, on 
whom his followers have not hesitated to bestow the title of besi of 
human beings. The day after, Omar Saud, with the captives and other 
trophies of his victory, arrived at Khfah, conducting the whole to the pre* 
seiice of Obaidullah. Zeyneb the daughter of Aliy, accompanied by 
Faulima and the daughters of Hiuseyno, had seated herself down in a 
comer of the audience chamber, surrounded by the other women and the 
surviving children of the prophet's. family ; and early attracting the obser> 
vation ofthe governor of KAfali, he demanded who that woman was, whom 
her associates seemed Co treat with such extraordinary distinction. Having 
discovered her quality, he immediately turned towards, and accosted her 
in the following terms. Praised be that God who has brought disgrace 
and destruction upon thee, and upon the adherents of thine house ; who 
** has stigmatized with the stamp of falsehood, the arrogant tind impious 
** pretensions to the prophecy and priesthood, set up by thy father, and 
“ mother, and grandfather.” “ Rather praised be that God,” replied Zey- 
ni'b nothing dismayed, ** who hath exalted my lineage to those glorious 
^‘distinctions, and to the envied honors of the succession ; that God who 
hath stigmatized our adversaries, with the polluted stamp of iniquity and 
‘‘ profligacy : who hath brought to light the depravity and base designs of 
those who set themselves against us, and who hath distinguished my 
family by the choicest blessings of his gratuitous bounty.” Her 
subsequent replies were so little constrained by the embarrassment of her 
situation, that Obaidullah in the violence of his indignation, would have 
put her tc» immediate death, had he not been dissuaded from his purpose 
by Amrfi the son of llerreith ; who called upitii him to reflect that she 
was a defenceless woman, whose accumulated distresses had totally 

SG 
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A.H.|LXI. subdued her patience, and effaced all other considerations. And he was 
A. D. o‘ 80 ^ finally compelled to conclude the altercation, which he seems to have 
Tarikh supported with considerable disadvantage, by declaring that the eloquence 
Tabrj. of the father appeared to have descended to the daughter. 

In the mean time, Obaidullah was amusing himself by beating the head 
of Husscyne, which lay before him, on the mouth, with a rod which he 
held in his hand, and expressing his unmanly triumph by the most insult, 
ing raillery. After he had thus indulged himself, he turned suddenly to 
the yonnger Ally, the son of Husseyne, observing, that he understood, 
God had slain his father. To which, the unhappy youth declining to reply, 
Obaidullah imperiously demanded wlnuice it was that he spoke not, and 
received the following answer. “ I once had an elder brother, but hira 
“•also the muidcrcrs have slain.^’ Which further awakening the rage of 
Ohaiclullnh, he called out to the attendants to examine whether the slave 
yet exhibited the proofs of manhood, that he might dispatch him : and he 
was proceeding to execute his design, on iheir report in the affirmative, 
when be was interrupted by the cries and expostulations of Zeyneb and 
the other women ; who implored him to spare the only representative of 
their wretched race, and if he was not yet satisfied with blood, to direc* 
bis vengeance rather to themselves; since they had no one left to whom he 
could be accountable. From this last act of butchery, he was, by what- 
ever motive, at any rate withheld ; though his brutality to these defenceless 
captives was further exemplified in the orders which he now issued, that 
the women, in a state of entire nakedness, should be immediately con- 
ducted to Damascus. The head of Husseyne also, after it had been 
sufficiently exposed through all the streets of Kufah, was transmitted to 
the same place, in charge of Raujez the son of Keyss, selected, for his 
singular eloquence, to announce to Yezzeid on this occasion, the decisive 
triumph of his cause. 

While the now triumphant Yezzeid yet trembled, either with awe or 
remorse, at the glowing reiMtal delivered, of these sanguinary proceediogSg 
in his preseoice by Raujez, he could not however be withheld from bestow- 
ing, like his representative at Kufah, on the head of his unfortunate rival 
the same brutal indignity, by beating it on the lips and teeth with his 
whip ; but being interrupted in his ferocious amusement by a certain Abu 
Berdah ul Esslauby, who reiuonstraied against the indecency of uiTtijiiig 
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iiuch barbarous insuhs to those lips, which had been so frequently hftllowc^d 
by ih;' kisses of their prophet, Yezzeid •'truck him on the breastfor this bold 
^(1 unexpected expostulation ; and turning to the younger Ally who was 
resent with thfe other captives, he proceeded in a strain of insult to 
reproach him with the judgments which seemed to pursue the destinies oT 
his family ; and receiving from him a reply equally modest and applicable, 
he commanded his son Khaled to take up the argument ; which the latter 
however declining to do, he continued to rail at his unhappy prisoner, 
until after sufficiently indulging his malevolent spirit, he turned to exhaust 
his spleen upon the noble minded Zeyneb; whose sorrows he might propose 
to aggravate, when in addressing her by the appellation of daughter of the 
prophet's son in law, he brought to her recollection the exalted stock from 
which she sprung. 

When their sufferings had been aggravated as long as he thought proper, 
by the remarks to which, in the insolence of his power, he thus compelled 
them to submit ; and which, with their replies, though sufficiently striking 
in the nervous and emphatic idiom of the Arabs, it would be difficult to 
convey through the medium of a remote and foreign language, without 
exiinguishiiJg the spirit of the original, Yezzeid at last dismissed the unfor- 
tunate captives to the apartments of his women. Here they remained 
until the expiration of some days ; when Niauman the son of Beshir the 
ansaur was sent for, and directed to conduct them under his protection to 
Mcdeinah : for which Journey he caused them to be previously provided 
with au ample supply of every necessary. But before they were siidercd 
to take their final departure, Yezzeid desired that Ally the son of Hdsseyne 
might be brought to his prew nce, and having treated him with rather 
greater humanity than formerly, dismissed him with these words. “ The 
curse of God light on thee, thou descendant of the prophet’s son in law ! 

“ had it rested with myself, I might have been disposed to subscribe to the 
“ views of thy father ; but it becomes not man to controvert the decrees 
of providence ; thou art now at liberty to return to Medeinah, With the 
“ whole of thy family. 

As a reward for the zeal which he had evinced in the destruction of 
Imaum Hiisseyiie, Obaiduliah Zeiaud had been invested by Yezzeid, 
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K H. LXI. we have already seen, with the government of Kurah, and Arabian Irak; 

A. U. 6‘80. and of that of Bassorah, he waa in the previous possession. But as he hud 
Xarikh been deprived of the ample province of Khorassaun, which, together with 
Xabrj. the adjoiniug territory of Seiestaun, the ancient Drangiana,he hud enjoyed 
under Mauweiah, he indulged the expectation that in return for his recent 
z ^alous services, those lucrative and opulent domains would be yet restored 
to him. Being however disappointed, he began to regret the active part 
which he tiad taken in the late odious transactions. In the mean time, 
preparations were making by his brother ShJiman to enter that province, 
which had been conferred upon him by the choice of Yezzeid ; and the 
latter had now written to Obaidullah, in compliance with the request of 
Suliinan, to furnish him with a detachment of six thousand men from the 
troops under his command. On which a person was employed, on the 
part (if Obaidullah, to represent to Yezzeid, that tin’s was an undertaking 
for which he was himself far beto^r qualified than his brother. To which 
Yezzeid rather briefly replied that he was of a different opinion ; that in his 
judgment tlie superic^rity of qualification was on the side of Suliman, 
Obaidulhdt could not however be prevailed upon to forego bis claims; 
declaring, with some degre^e of petulance, that he felt himself better dis- 
posed to combat with the Turks on the distant frontiers of the empire, 
than to be employed in the extirpation of the prophet’s relatives ; for which 
he appeared to be teserved as an instrument at home. Nevertheless, 
SAliman, accompanied by the six thousand men which he was cr-mpellod 
to furnish, proceeded to the city of Merfi ; and shortly afterwards crossing 
the Oxus, engaged in successful hostilities against the Tartars, or Turks 
on the other side of that river : and made himself ultimately master of the* 
Soghd, or beautiful region of Samarkand. From tliencc be conducted his 

troops to the gates of Kharezm ; which after twelve months’ resistance, 
surrendered by capitulation, affording an abundant supply of treasure to 
gratify the avidity ofliis followers, after remitting a fifth pari to hissover<« 
eign at Damascus. 

The government of Mekkah had been bestowed by Yezzeid on Omac 
the son of Saud, another, though apparently unwilling instrument of his 
vengeance ; and that of Medeinah, on Waleid the son of Aukkebah. 
Abdullah Zobair had at this period taken up a permanent residence at the 
ibrmer city ; and as Omar Saud forbore to molest him with any kind of 
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• iiostility, the jealousy of Yezzeid was awakened ; in consequence of which a. H. LXL 
the i^overninenl was taken from him, and transferred to the son of Aukke- A.D. 680 . 
bah, by whom it was.at the same time entrusted to the care of a lieutenant; Tarikh 
he himself still continuing to reside at Medeinah. Tsbij* 

]t appears necessary to remind the reader, that whilst Imaum Hibseyne 
remained at Mekkah, Abdullah Zobair had uniformly treated biro with 
every mark of attachment and respect ; and when be learnt that hisene^ 
niies had put him to death, he publicly deplored the sad catastrophe ; and 
in applauding the virtues of the martyred linaum, and pointing out the 
cruelties which had been exercised towards his person by the natives of Irik, 
he claimed for himself the allegiance of the inhabitants of Mekkab ; and as 
they were, on tlu'se considerations, wjthout much difficulty prevailed upon 
to subscribe to such a claim, they in general pledged their fidelity to him, 
as the person whom tlv^y acknowledged to poseess the strongest right to 
govern them. There still remaining in the city, however, a considerable 
party in favor of Yezzeid, this produced a schism which must have led to 
very deplorable consequences ; one party attaching themselves in the per-^ 
formaiice of public worship to Abdullah Zobair, while the other formed a 
congregation for the lieutenant of Waleid ; but the party of Abdullah Zobair 
at last prevailing, Waleid’s lieutenant was ultimately expelled the city. 

This insult to his authority was not long withheld from the knowledge of 
Yezzeid, who swore that he would yet make the son of Zobair to stand 
before him, with his hands bound, and a chain about bis neck. He accord- 
ingly ordered a chain of silver, which he sent to Waleid at Medeinah ; with 
instructions to fasten it on the neck of Abdullah Zobair, and in that state to 
convey him to his presence. Waleid thought proper to transmit the chain 
by other bauds than liisown, to Abdullah Zobair, who, placing it on the 
floor before him, and significantly shaking his head, dismissed the messen- 
gers without condescending to make any reply, but what was to be under- 
stood from an Arabic couplet, which he rehearsed to them on this occasion. 

The couplet was repeated to the governor of Medeinah, who appears to ■ 
have acquiesced in silence, until the close of the year ; when he repaired on 
the usual religious visitation to the sanctuary at Mekkah ; the ceremonies 
being, as it was not difficult to foresee on the occasion, separately performed; 

Abdullah Zobair, with his party, officiating on one side, while the son oi 
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ll.H.LXn. Aukkebab, with the adherents of Yezzeid, discharged their religions 

A. D. f>8i. obligations on another. . 

Tarikh With the commencement of the following year, Yezzeid having given 

Tebiy. some further indication of his anxiety to secure the person of Abdullah 
Zobatr, the design was betrayed to the latter by Waleid. On which the son 
of Zobair had the assurance to dispatch to Yezzeid a letter, in which he 
thought proper to denounce the same Waleid as a consummate idiot, 
through whose folly and imbecility the affairs of his government had been 
reduced to the brink of ruin ; and to recommend, without reserve, that some 
other person might be sent to supersede him. Flattered by this maik of 
condescension from his most formidable antagonist, and by the expectation 
that it might pave the way for his ultimate submissirm, Yezzeid, without 
hesitation, recalled the governor of Medeiiiah, to make room for his other 
Icirisman, Othman the son of Mahommed, sop (»f Ahi Solfeyan ; a youth 
without experience, and whose attention instead of being directed to the 
duties of his station, became totally absorbed in the piirsuitofhis pleasures. 
With some design, of which the ol^ject is not explained, this unfledged 
magistrate was induced in the course of the year, to send a deputation to 
Yezzeid, composed of ten of the principal inhabitants of Medeinah, anumgst 
whom was a brother of Abdullah Zob^iir’s, of the name of Muiizer. 'Fhese, 
wJiatever might have been the errand, experienced frf»in ^ ezzeid the most 
favorable reception, and were dismissed on their return, loaded with 
caressea, and with presents to a considerable amounl; one hundred thou- 
fl'iiid dirhems being bestowed on Mbiizer the son of Znbair alone, and tea 
thousand each on his associates. When they returned to Medeinah, they 
reported to their fellow citizens, notwithstanding, that every part of hig 
conduct bespoke in Yezzeid the confirmed and irreclaimable infidel ; 
that his days and nights were consumed in intempiTariee and debauch ; 
and that his entire neglect of the public duties of their religion had cancel- 
led on his part every claim to the sacred functions of the Imaiimiit. They 
therefore considered themselves absolved on their part from an alh'giance of 
which they were ashamed. In this declaration, they were followed by the 
rest of the city; the immediate result of which was the confiiiement of 
Othman the couziri of Yezzeid, together with Merwauii, and Wauheb the 
aooofOmmeyah ; and the elevation, by the inhabitants, of Abdullah the son 
•f Fiefitelab, to the goveriiUieiit of Medeinah. At this period, imaum Zey ne 
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vl aiibpdein, the title Sy which we are to recognize Aliy the younger, the Aift.tlCIf. 
ann of Imaum Uu'sseyne, was residing at Medeinah ; and received from the *• 
inhabitants a voluntary offer of their allegiance, which he prudently Thiriill 
declined ; and immediately withdrawing from the city, fixed his abode at a 
place ill the neighbourhood, called Serraia. 

Although considerably irritated by this revolt against his authority, Yea- 
arid with a moderation, either real or affected, determined, before he pro- 
ceeded to extremities, to try the effect of lenient measures ; and for this 
purpose he dispatched Niauman the son of Beshir the ansaur alone to 
Mt'deinah, to endeavour to recal the citizens to their allegiance ; professing 
tliiit he could not yet reconcile himself to the idea of exposing them to 
the indiscriminate vengeance of an enraged soldiery, whom he might 
otherwise be compelled to employ against them. He further instructed 
him, to acquaint Zeyne ul aubedein that he was not ignorant of the proof 
which he had recently given of his prudent forbearance. The mission of 
Kiauman proved however unsuccessful, and Yezzeid was accordingly con- 
strained to use coercion. The person whom he selected to vindicate his 
insulted authority, on this occasion, was Mossellem or Mosslem the sou 
of Aultebahor Aukkebah;’ a warrior experienced in many an arduous 
conflict, but at this time far advanced in years, and labouring under indis- 
position. Him he directed to take ten thousand of his troops, and proceed 
against Medeinah ; but still preserving an appearance of modeiation, he 
charged him to the last, as he conducted him at the head of the troops to 
some distance from Damascus, not to proceed to hostilities until every len- 
ient measure had failed him ; and finally to behave towards Ally the son of 
Hfissi’yiie with particular kindness and humanity. Having thus dispatched ^ 
the son of Auttebah, Yezzeid, the same day, on returning to his palace, 
wrote to Obaidiillah Zeiaud ; desiring him to march without delay against 
Abdullah Zobair, whose power at Mekkah was now becoming extremely 
formidable. But the zeal of Obaidullab had by this lime been considerably 
diiiiinished by (lisappoiuiment. “ To what pass am I arrived,** said he on 
this occasion, “ that after butchering the children of the prophet, 1 should 
be now called upon to assail the temple and sanctuary of God »” He 
thi n wrote to Yezzeid in reply, that at present he was grievously indis- 
posed ; but that if, peradveiiiure, h^ should recover, and the euterprizc 



A.H.LX1I. should Ktill be thought expedient, he would then carry his orders intd' 
A.D. 681 . execution. 

Tarikh the mean time, Mosellem made hia appeSrance before Medeiiiah ; and 

Tebiy. having allowed the inhabitants an interval of three da^s to deliberate, he 
sent at the expiration of that period, a person to treat with them. They 
Were however unalterably determined on hostility ; and had already fixed 
upon a spot in the neighbouring Waudy uljinn, or desert of the genii, 
where they resolved to give him battle. Of this, intelligence was conveyed 
to the Syrian general, who accordingly prepared for the conflict. The 
garrison of Medeinah had been placed by Abdullah eben Hentelah under 
the directions of tazzel the son of Abbas, in heroic valour not to be sur- 
passed by any man of the age. At the head of the troops thus entrusted 
to his discretion, this brave chief immediately fell with great impetuosity 
on the Syrians ; and having thrown them into confusion, pursued them to 
the tents of their general, who appears to have been indebted for present 
safety to the fidelity of a slave : the faithful domestic having arrayed him- 
self in the habiliments of his lord, and in that guise presented himself to 
Fazzel, by whom he was cut in two ; immediately proclaiming to his fol- 
lowers, in terms of triumph, that he had killed the general of the enemy. 
Recovering however from the surprise, and arming himself, Mosellem 
mounted his horse and hastened to undeceive him; announcing that he 
should And, perhaps to his cost, that he was still alive. Fazzel addressed 
himself upon this to make sure of his victim ; but received unexpectedly, 
from the sword of the aged veteran, so tremendous a stroke that he imme- 
diately fell dead from his horse. The Syrian troops became now the 
^ailants in their turn, and repulsed the people of Medeinah with great 
slaughter, to the walls of the town. And the panic of defeat soon spread- 
ing through the city, Abdullah eben Hentelah rushed out of the gates on 
foot, in the hope of rallying the fugitives ; while Mosellem directed his 
cavalry to dismount and combat also on foot, in order to be better prepared 
to take advantage of the confusion. A division of the men of Hemess or 
Emesa, all archers, had placed themselves at the head of the assailants ; and 
each of the three sons of Abdullah eben Hentelah having been killed by 
their arrows, that chief declared his resolution not to outlive bis cbihlren ; 
and so rushing into the thickest of the enemy, speedily secured an honor- 
able termination to his sorrows. Mosellem and the troops of Damascus 



BOW entered the city, which imtnediately became, and continued for theapace A.n.LXnT» 
of three daya afterwards, the moat horrible scene of pillage and slaughter. A.D.68S«i. 
On the fourth day, Mosellein, from the tribunal of the Imaumut, announced Tbpikh 
that he had, for the present, suspended these dreadful outrages, in which six Tebir. 
thousand of the principal inhabitants are said to have perished ;but that all such 
as declined to pledge their instant allegiance to his master, were still subject 
to execution. This was followed by the submission of the people in great' 
numbers ; but many of the friends and companions of the prophet, had 
contrived to escape the slaughter, by flying into the mountains. This 
sanguinary event appears to have taken place in the year sixty-three, 
though Medeinah threw off the authority of Yezzeid the year before. 

And the day on which the city was captured on this occasion is said to 
have been further remarkuble for the birth of Mahommed the son of Allv, 
son of Abdullah Abbas: the father of Abhl Abbas us Suffauh, and Abd 
JaufFcr ul Munshr, the two first Kliajifsof the house of Abbas.' 

About the commencement of the year sixty-four, Mosellem, who had A.H LXIV. 
obtained the appellation of Mhserruf, the lavisher of noble blood, from the 
carnage which he had promoted in the capture of Medeinah, received 
orders from Yezzeid to proceed next to the reduction of Mekkah ; where 
the power of Abdullah Zobair was such as to have occasioned considerable 
alarm to his government. Though he still laboured under the effects of 
an indisposition which continued to gain ground upon him, Mosellem, 
leaving a deputy to provide for the security of Medeinah, conducted his 
troops towards Mckkuh. Hut on his arrival within three stages of that ' 
city, his constitution yielding to the violence of disease, he was constrained 
to resign the command, in conformity to the instructions with which he 
had been originally furnished, to Husseyne the son ofTemeir, and expired 
the following day. In a short time afterwards, his successor, at the head 
of his troops, appeared before the gates of Mekkah ; where the authority of 
Abdullah Zobair had been now long since permanently established, and 
where that prince had been joined by numbers of those who had escaped . 
the slaughter at Medeinah. Disdaining to shut himself up within the 
walls, and urging the expediency of harrassing the invaders with perpetual 
alarms, he led his army immediately to the attack of the enemy ; but his 
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AtH.LXIV. brother Mftnzerthe son of Zobair, having fallen early in the action which 
A D.683. took place on this occasion, the people of Mekkali were thrown into con- 
'Xarikh fusion ; and Abdullah, after sustaining considerable loss, was reluctantly 
T»bry. compelled to withdraw into the city, which was then on all sides closely 
invested by the Syrians. 

The besiegers now proceeded to plant their warlike machines in order 
to destroy the defences, and otherwise annoy the inhabitants of the town ; 
not sparing even the sacred temple of the Kaaubah, of which several pillara 
were demolished by the stones which were driven from a maojeneik, or 
catapults, which played in that direction : and the infidel who directed 
the machine having caused naphtha to he discharged against the sacred 
edihee, the canopy, or silken, or linen veil, which covered the sanctuary, 
was set on fire, and consumed to ashes. This act of sacrilegious impiety 
was not however suffered to escape without punishment. A violent gust 
of wind arose from one of the mountains the day following, and having 
enveloped the engine and all that surrounded it in flames, the whole of 
those who had been employed in working tfie ropes of it, to the number of 
twenty-five persons, were instantly burnt to death. And as if the maiii^ 
festatiuii of divine vengeance had not been thus rendered sutiicienily 
conspicuous, the very same day on which the accident occurred before 
Mekkali, was sigiializrd by the death of Yezzeid. Not a little terrified by 
an occurrence, which was calculated to operate so powerfully un supersti- 
tious minds, the Syrians withdrew from their works, declaring that they 
had not the audacity to offer any further injury to the temple of God ; and 
from that moment discontinued hostilities ; dispatching to acquaint Yezzeid 
with the state of things, and particularly with the aweful circumstance 
which had produced the destruction of their machines. ■ But when matters 
had remained in this situation for some days longer, a -messenger fron^ 
Abdullah Zohair came to demand of the Syrian general, what object he 
proposed to hiinselt in continuing the siege of Mckkah ? since Vezzeid 
was no longer alive, and the people of Damascus had acknowledged the 
authority of his son Mauweiah. To this Hhsseyne replied, that if the 
intelligence which he had conveyed to him was true, the son of Yezzeid 
was not to him of such importance as to require any consideratinn^ 
** Come with me,** said he, in the message wnich he aJ Iress^'d to Abdul 
lah Zobair on the occasion, ** and we will put thee in posstsbiou of the 
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V empire of the world.** Abdullah refusing however to trust his person A.M.LXIV. 
without the gat^s of Mekkali, and Uusseyne Temeir despairing of those A. D. 683» 
advantages from the proposal, with which he had probably flattered himself, Tatikh 
departed with the troops, on his return into Syria, after having lain before I'sbrjrm 
the sacred city, from the bej^inning of^the month of Suffer to the end of the 
last Rebbeia, of the year sixty-four. 

The death of the Khalif Yezzeid took place on the fourteenth of the Kholaussut- 
foruier month of Rebbeia,* of the year sixty-four, at How&rcin, a town ul-akhbaar. 
some distance north east of Damascus, at the age of thirty-nine, and after 
a short and turbulent reign of three years and eight or nine months. Ue- 
received tlie familiar appellative of Abh Khaled ; and the same person that 
officiated as vezzeir to his father, Serjoun a Greek, appears to have held 
under him the office of secretary, lie had in all thirteen sons, whose 
names are giveni at length, but on this subject the compiler of the Tarikh 
guzeidah has paused, to awaken in. the mind of his reader the following 
reflections. It may afford perhaps a sti iking example of that retribution, 
which even in this life is some times allotted to the wicked, that of an 
offspring so numerous, scarce a vestige or memorial has remained, to evince 
to the world that such ever existed ; but even if the names of any of them 
shfuild chance to be repeated,- it is never without an attestation of scorn 
and execration : while thousands of thousands, on the other hand, of the 
race of Uusseyne, who left one only son, Zeyne ul aubbedein, are existing 
at this day. God Almighty having blessed the stock of the Seyeds, and 
exterminated that of Yezzeid, as an example to mankind that the end of 
evil can never be prosperous. Events are in the bosom of futurity, and he 
alonq who controuls can disclose the nature of them. We have only to 
pray that he will direct the instruments of his power to the right road, and 
in exclusion to every earthly consideration, implant in iheir hearts the 
love of virtue and true religion. 

Mauweiah the second, the son of Yezzeid, third Khalif of the house Tarikb 

ofOmmeyah. When Yezzeid became, in the language of the original, Tebiy. 

enrolled among the dignitaries of the infernal regions, the people of Damas- 
cus proceeded in conformity to the will of the father, to pledge their 
allegiance to Mauweiah; the best qualified by his capacity, though not the 

* November 9th, A. D. 683. 
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A.H.l.Xrv. eldpst by birth, of the sons of tbe deceased monarch. But at the expiratio* 
A. 1). <'83 of a fewcJHVs, having asstMnbled the people together at the principal iiios- 
Kholaiissiit- ^**8 capital, Mauweiah unexpectedly addressed them to the foHowiirg 

|d.akhbaur. pur^iort. “ Conscious of my inabdity to ac(tuit mysedf of the arduous 
** duties of the Khelaufut, it was my first intention, afier the example of 
“ AbA Bukker when he appointed Omar, to designate some person to be 
your Khalif ; but L sought in vain for such a man as Omar. My next 
design was like the latter, to devolve the clioice upon a conclave of 
JVIacwiiah “ electors ; but from this 1 was also dissuaded by the same morilfyirig 
tUe ilU. “ reflection of the general incapacity of mankind. Now therefore, as you 
ought to be the most competent judges in your own affairs, it rests with 
** you to seat on the throne of the monarchy, that person whom, in your drs- 
** cretion, you may think best qualified for the station.^’ To this the 
Syrians replied, with much solicitude and earnestness, that they woukl 
most willingly submit to the authority ef any one he chose to nominate. 
On which, Mauweiah demanded, in a tone of displeasure, with wha| 
species of justice they could require of him to make himself responsible 
for the guilt, who had never tasted the advantages of sovereign power. 
He abdicated the government from that day, totally secluding himself from 
all intercourse with society. He did not, however, survive liis father more 
than forty days, or three months at the utmost; dying at the premature age 
of twenty-ilipce, and being recorded as the first monarch of Isslam, wIk> 
succeeded to sovereign authority at so early a period of life, 'fho appel- 
lation of AbCi Leyly, which was conferred upon him after his accession to 
the Khelaufut, and by which the Arabs would designate the imbecile, or 
effeminate, seems to attest that bis character was not calculated to inspire 
much esteem from his contemporaries. 

Mxrwaun the first, fourth Khalif of the house of Ommeyah. Tliis 
Tebry. wliose exaltation appears to have come rather unexpectedly upon 

him, was married to one of the daughters of the Khalif Othman ;an(J traced 
his descent from Ommeyah through the following gradations. Merwaim 
Mskwaun, 8on of UI Hukkem, son of Ul Auss, son of Ommeyah, son of Abdnsshenis. 
JVth of the Repairing to Damascus, soon after the demise of the ephemeral monarch 
house of whom we have just consigned to the cabinet of oblivion, he found the 
Ommeyah. separated into two parties; the one in favor of Khaled the son of Yez- 

2 eid, at this period a youth of sixteen, and the other declaring for Abdullah 
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Zobair. HAsaeyne the son ofTemmeir was also returned about this time A.H.LX1Y. 
from the siege of Mekkah, and exerted his influence in favor of Khaled ; A. D.<>a4. 
asssuring the per)ple of Damascus that the son of Zobair set but little Tarikh 
value on their sutlruges, since all that he could urge on the subject was not Tehiy, 
sufficient to prevail upon that haughty chief to appear among them. 

Mervvaun however, who as yet had not indulged a thought of his owo 
elevation, became a stn nuous advocate for the claims of Abdullah Zobair ; 
whom he warmly reconimended to the choice of the Syrians, not only in 
consideration of his mature years and judgment, but of his consanguinity 
with the found s of their religion. And he was upon this about to depart 
for Mekkah, to join the ^in of Zobair, when Obaidullah Zeiaud arrived 
from Bassorali, having been expelled from his government by the inhabi- 
tants nf that city. 

It has been already seen that, ill-digesting the refusal of Yezzeid to gratify 
his overweening ambition with the government ofKhorassaun, this chief un- 
der the pretext of illness, had eluded the ordere which had been conveyed to 
him, to proceed against Mekkah ; on which occasion he was told from 
Yesszeid, that when he massacred Husseyne and the children of the pro- 
phet, lie availrd himself of none of these excuses : but now forsooth, when 
directed to attack the son ofZobair, he was not ashamed to urge the flimsy 
pit a of illne ss. And accordingly, if death had not anticipated his design, 
that prince had resolved on the first opportunity to divest him of the pro- 
vince of Irak. These circumstances, from a zealous advocate, had 
converted Obaidullah into the determined enemy of Yezzeid ; and it is 
therefore not extraordinary that on his arrival at Damascus on the present 
occasion, he slionid have decided against the interests of Khaled ; and 
secretly resolved to promote the advancement of JVlcrwaun, or indeed of 
any other person who seemed likely to be insti|iit)iQptal to the gratification 
of his revenge. With him therefore he soughl fln Jtvi» arrival an early inter- 
view; “1 have heard,” said he, when they met, “that thou hast it incon- 
“ templatioij to proceed to Mekkah, to bestow thine allegiance on Abdullah. 

“ Zobair. “ 'lo whom then can 1 olFer it,” replied Merwaun, “ since 
“ Khaled is such a stripling >” “'Fhere is no one so proper as thyself,*' 
rejoined Obaidullah. “ Thou art disposed to make a jest of me,” said 
Merwaun. “ Not so, by God "answered Obaidullah ; and he produced such 
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A.H.LXnr. convincing reasons in support of his argument, that Merwaiin was pra- 
A. D. 684. vailed upon, without much further difficulty, to accede to his design. 

Tarikh whole of Syria appears at this period to have been entirely under 

Ttbiy. the influence of three powerful chieftains ; Niauman the son of Beshir the 
ansaur, who was governor of Emesa ; Zohauk the son of Keyss, who pre- 
sided in Damascus; and VVi\cil the son of lJussaiin in Palestine; the two 
former having espoused the interests of Abdullah Zobair, and the latter 
iliosc of Khaled the son of Yezzeid, who resided under his protection. In 
order however to determine on which of these two princes the succession 
was to devolve, the people of Damascus met, as usual on all solemn occa- 
sions, at their principal mosque, where they were addressed from the 
pulpit of the Imanmut hy their governor ; who, in a disc'onrse in which he 
thought proper to convey some severe refletJtions on iht' character of Yez- 
?eid, claimed their allegiance for the son of Zob^ir. The young Khaled, 
who was also present in the assembly, immediately arose to vindicate liia 
father’s memory against these aspersions; and he appealed to thejiulgment of 
the people, whether this was an honorable return for the benefits which 
that prince was well known to have bestowed upon the man, who had thus 
stood forward as bis calumniator. Waleid the son of Auttebah, and two 
other military chieftains who joined him; now took up the debate; and 
addressing themselves to Zohauk, fiercely demanded if his gratitude for 
the favors which he had so liberally experienced from Yezzeid, was to he 
evinced in no other shape, than by requiring the sntfiages of the people 
against his son ; and in favor of the son of Zobair, that unprincipled hypoc- 
rite who had suborned the wretched inhabitants of Kufah to the muiderof 
the injured Othman. The Kheiaufut they said ought not to depart from 
the house ofOmmeyah, and the right of Khaled to succeed Ins father 
they contended to bdfindilf|lutable. In this they wen* however as strenu- 
ously opposed, on the '^httr hand, by Amru the son of Zeid ; who urged in 
support of Abdullah Zobair, that, as the nearest of kin to the prophet, as 
the older and wiser man, and more especially as the head and patron of the 
illustrious tribe of the Koraish, he possessed the most incontrovertible 
claims to the succession. For him, therefore, in concurrence with the 
opinion of their governor, he bespoke the allegiance of the people of 
Damascus I anjd with the greater confidence, since it was sufficiently ascer- 
tained, that the authority of the son of Zobair was already acknowledged 
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• not only in the cities of Kftfah, Mekkah» and Medeinah, but throughout A.IiLKIV, 
lr4k and Yemen, to the remoter cities of the west. A. D. 684. 

. Emboldened by this support, Zohauk conceived, rather prematurely, ' 

that he might venture to give orders, that the son of Aiittebah and hi8 Tdbiy. 
two associates might be put to de4th ; when, in an instant, the mosque 
became a scene of confusion and uproar, the contending pardes coming 
immediately to blows; and Zohauk, being himself assailed with stones from 
every side, found it necessary to quit the assembly, and secure himself 
ill the best manner he could within the walls of his palace. While Kha- 
led hastened, during the confusion, to the gates of the public prison, which 
he immediately broke open, for the purpose of liberating the prisoners and 
adding to the mischief. All this time Merwaun and Obaidullah Zeiaud 
remained quiet spectators in an obscure corner of the mosque ; Obaidullah 
observing to his companion, that when the tumult had done its work, 
theirs would begin. The commotion did not however subside for the 
whole of that day ; and at night Zohauk and his followers made the best of 
their way out of Damascus, and posted, without halting, to the station of 
Merjeraumet, which they reached the ensuing morning. The inhabitants 
of Damascus now again assembled, and came to a resolution that the suc- 
cession should not be suffered to depart from the house of Ommeyah. On 
which the son of Zeiaud demanded, what further they proposed to say ? and 
was answered, that tlte people of Damascus were disposed to concur in 
whatever he himself thought fit to pronounce. If then it rests on my 
“decision,” replied Obaidullah, “ Merwauii the son of Ui Nukkem is the 
“best qualified to be your sovereign.” To this they signified their im- 
mediate assent, and the Kiielaufut was unanimously decreed to Merwaun; 
to whom they proceeded on the spot to pledge their allegiance, as the 
supreme and absolute monarch of lsslam, which, from this date, he may 
accordingly be considered. 

When this unexpected event became known to Zohauk and his associ- 
ates, now usseiiibiing at Merjeraumet, that cliief entered upon the most 
fortiiKiable prt parations, in order to defeat an arrangement to which he 
declared a resolution, while he had life, never to dccede. The roost 
pressing appheatKiUs for troops were dispatched to the different towns in 
Syria which had declared for Abdullah Zobnir ; and that prince was 
tnui^clf buhcited fur succois in a contest, in which nothing less was to 
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A.M.LX1V. decided than his own claims to the empire of the world. At the samI 
A. D. 684. time, while a numerous force was collecting from all quarters round the 
arikh Standard of Zohauk, Merwaun was not, on his part, inattentive to the 

Tebiy. means of supporting his authority. He conferred on Obaidullah Zeiaud 

the appointment of lieutenant general, and sent him shortly afterwards, 
at the head of a powerful army, towards Merjcraumet. A desperate con- 
flict ensued, in which the fortune of Merwauii and the superior talents of 
his general prevailing, the troops of Zohauk were defeated with great 
slaughter, and he himself killed ; while the fugitives dispersing in all 
directions, filled the cities into which they fled fur shelter, with dissension 
and alarm. Niauman was compelled to fly from Heiness, in which he had 
probably sought protection after the battle, but was soon overtaken and 
put to death by his pursuers. The victory was decisive of the supremacy 
of Merwaun, whose officers were now put in possession of all Syria ; and 
having thus permanently established his authority at Damascus, that 
prince proceeded next, in person, into Egypt, which had long since sub- 
mitted to Abdullah Zobair. But, the heutenant of the latter disappearing 
at his approach, Merwaun was suffered to take possession of the province 
with little Opposition. After about a month’s residence on the banks of the 
Nile, and entrusting that fertile province to the management of his kins- 
man Omar the son of Sauid, Merwaun returned again to Damascus ; of 
which he assigned the nominal government to Khaled the son of Yezzeid, 
whose views oil the tiara of the Khaiifs had, on the very verge of posses- 
sion, been by him thus unexpectedly frustrated. 

4Cho1ausiut- By the original intention of Merwaun however, this young prince 
v]-sklibaur. appears to have been designed for the government of Hemess, hut from chat 
he receded on the persuasion of Obaidullah Zeiaud ; and from a consideration 
ofthe impolicy of consigning an inexperienced youth to the snares and 
seductions ofthe disaffected and turbulent. By nominating him therefore 
to the government of Damascus, his object was more immediately to keep 
him under his own eye ; but in order Co divest him of every possible 
motive to be troublesome to his authority, he was further advised, by 
marrying his mother the widow of Yeazeid, to adopt the disappointed 
Khaled into the more intimate relations of his own family. To which, 
in an evil hour, Merwaun was induced to agree. He united himself to the 
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fui in the entire plcimutie ol authority^ A* D» 6S4. 

Tiie reader will not have forgotteiii that after inviting him from his KbolauMut* 
sacred retreat at Mekkab) to take potaeasioit of a monarchy, a majority of '****khhaur. 
the people of Kftfah had auffiTed themselves to be deterred by their 
cowardly fears of Obaidullah Zeiaud, not only from assisting the unfortunate 
aiul martyred Hi^sscyne in the hour of distress and danger, but had been 
driven, many of them, to the baseness of appearing in the ranks of hiS 
assailants. Many days had not, however, succeeded to that deplored 
event, before they were smitten with a sense of their pusillanimous con- 
duct in all its deformity; and they did not fail to congratulate each other, 
on tlie load of infamy with which they had covered themselves in this 
world, and the eternity of punishment which awaited them in the next, 
fur having betrayed and abandoned the grandson of their prophet, to the 
iriercv of bis rnriiless destroyers. But, as far as it was now possible, to 
relieve themselves from the painfid stigma, it was early determined to 
enter mt<» an association to avenge the blood of him, that, in life, they had 
so b isi'ly abandoned ; and to raise the son to the dignity which they had 
destined for the father : and in order to promote the execution of the 
design at a proper period, the preliminary measures were entrusted to the 
discretion of five principal loaders, of whom Shlirnan the son of Surred, of 
tile tribe of Khozjsai, ultimately became the chief. An interval of four 
years was, however, consumed in bringing their plans to maturity; during 
which, the agenis ol SGIiman were employed to engage the people to join 
the standard of the Sbeialis in every Cjuarter of Irak. 

Nevertheless, when he marched out of KClfah, in the month of Mohur- AH.LXV. 
rim of the year sixty-five, and encamped at Nokheilah, Suliman found A.U.6'84. 
that instead of one hundred ihotisand men, of whom he had received the 
assurance, not more than ten thousand had been induced to make good 
their engagement. Tins scdiidalous failure produced, not without reason, 
a considerable degree of resentment in the mind of Shlimaii ; hut he was 
perhaps too far advaneed in the enterprize now to recede. It required, 
however, some deliberation to determine, where, and against whom, they 
they should commence hostdities ; some of his associates proposed, that as 
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A.H.LXV. Omar the son of Saud, and the greater part of Husseyne^ murderers^ ' 
A. I).(i 84 . were still to be found in the city of Kufah, the career of vengeance should 
Kholauhsut- he opened at that place: while others contended, that the presiding prin- 
ul-akhbaur. ciple of the mischief, Obaidullah Zeiaud, whose abode was at Damascus, 
should be the first object of attack ; and the latter falling in with his 
own opinion, Suliman put hU troops in motion accordingly in the direction 
of Syria, along the course of the Euphrates upwards. In the mean time* 
a person was employed by Abdullah the son of Zeid, who governed at 
Kfifah on the part of Abdullah Zobair, to dissuade Sfiliman from an enter- 
prize, in which, with numbers so disproportionate, he would find himself 
opposed by an army of two hundred thousand soldiers inured to war ; or to 
induce him to suspend his further progress, at least, until joined by the 
reinforcements on their march from Abdullah Zobair; when it would be 
in their power, with accumulated and united strength, to prosecute the 
design against the common enemy. liut these prudential counsels pro- 
duced no impression on the mind of Sfiiiipan ; who, after a solemn and 
mournful procession at the head of his troops, to implore forgiveness for 
their infamous dereliction, at the grave of Hilsseyne and his martyred com-^ 
panions at Kerbela, advanced by successive stages to Kerkciah, or 
Kerkessiah,* of which the gates were, by the governor Kcrrcin iil Hareth, 
secured against him. On a pro|>er explanation of his views, he received, 
however, from the latter, a gratuitous and liberal supply of every kind ; 
together with information, that Merwaun was dead, and had been succeeded 
by his son Abdulmclek, by wjhose directions a formidable army was now 
on its march to o}>pose him, undor Obaidullah Z^iand. 

These circumstances, together with some further friendly admonition 
from the governor of Kerkessiab, combined to hasten the departure of 
Sfiliman; wdio now advanced with the utmost expedition to Ayn ul w erda, 
which he placed in the rear of his army, and in that position awaited tho. 
approach of the enemy. But obtaining intelligence that a detachment of 
tbe Syrians, under the command of Serjil the son of Zulkellaugh, was 
arrived within one stage of his encampment, he determined on an attempt 
to surprise that commander ; and Mosseyb the son of Yaheiah marching 
accotdingly under cover of the night, came unexpectedly upon the 
enemy one morning at break of day ; anil succeeding to the utmost of his 
^opcs, returned without loss to the camp of his general. This prosperous 

* Tlie ancient Circeuunv 
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Ibeginning was not, however, destined to produce any thing permanently A.H.LXt. 
favorable to the views of the insurgents. Very shortly afterwards, Hfts- A.D.684. 
Seyne tUe son of Feme ir, one of Obaidullah Zoiaud’s lieutenants, appeared Kholaussut- 
before their position, at the head of a superior force ; with which, under ul-akhbasr* 
many disadvantages, they continued with undaunted resolution to main- 
tain an unequal conflict for three successive days. But as the enemy 
continued to be supplied with daily reinforcements of fresh troops; and 
Sfliiman, with most of theiv principal officers, having fallen by the con- 
clusion of the third day, the Sheiahs, now reduced to two thousand, began 
to exhibit the ordinary symptoms of discouragement : when Ueflaia the 
son of Shedaud, to whom, by the appointment of Sulimaii, the command 
had devolved on the death of his associates, availing himself of the obscu- 
rity of the fourth night, hastily Withdrew to save the remnant of the 
elaughUT; with u lioni he ultimately made good his retreat toKiifali. 

It would now appear that, at the period of his accession to the Kbelau- 
fut, Merwaun had entered into some kind of engagement with llussaun 
the son of M-dek, the governor of the territories on the Orden, or river 
Jordan, by which it was stipulated, that at his decease, the succession 
should revert, to the prejudice of his own offspring, to Khaled the son of 
Yezzeid* But he no sooner perceived that his authority wore every 
appearance of becoming permanent, than the secret purposes of his 
heart began to disclose themselves ; and having, by a liberal distribution 
of his favors, succeeded in depriving Khaled of the attachment ofHussaun 
and his other friends, he expericnc4?(l but little difficulty in securing their 
allegiance for Abdulmelek, whom he proposed for his successor. And this 
point established, he conceived it no longer necessary to preserve appearances 
with the son ofYe2v.eid ; whom he did not scruple henceforward to insult 
and irritate on every occasion. But proceeding one day to entertain the 
young prince with observations which severely reflected on the character of 
his mother, Khaled flew to apprize her of what he had been thus insultingly* 
condemned to hear ; and she came to an immediate resolution, to adopt the 
most summary and eflcctual method of vindicating both his wrongs and 
her own. This she is said to have accomplished by the following 
Ineans : she embraced the first opportunity that offered^ while her husband 
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A. H.LXV. asleep in her apartments, to cover his face with a pillow, and 

A. D. 6bi. seating herself above, thus pressed upon him until he was smothered to 
Khohnssut- ; after which she called out to the attendants, that the Khalif had died 
uUakhbaur. sudden!)^; a circumstance, if he had attained to the age of eighty-one, 
that might, without great improbability have occurred. According 
to others, he was not more than sixty-one. 

This event is stated to have taken place in the month of llamzaun, of the 
year sixty-five;* when Merwaun had been in possession of the government, 
either ten months, as recorded by some historians, or a year and three 
months, as would appear from the statement of others. Of his father, Ui 
11 ukkeni, we are informed, that he did not become a convert to Isslam 
until the conquest ofMekkali ; and that having incurred the displir-a^ine of 
tlie prophet, he was at a subsequent period, together with all his family^ 
expelled from Medeinah, and cc>ntiiiiied in hanislnnent until the reign of 
Ol liman ; by whom, fr<»in a blameable partiality to his relatives, as we 
have already seen, to his ow'u ruin, they were recalled. We are further 
told, that when he \%as disposed to treat him reproachfully, the f.ahtr of 
Morwaun would salute him with the appellation t>flh'niiu ui iCera ka ; the 
latter being the name of Ins grandmother ; a woman of infamous character^ 
who, previous to her unitm with Abi ill Auss, gave lodging to licentious 
females, and announced her occupation to ibe public, by exbibiting a flag 
at the top of the house. And it lasily remains to stale, that the Khalif 
Merwaun left four sons ; AbdultneK k, Mahomnied, Uesher, and Abdiilaz- 
ziz, of whom, the former succeeded to his father ; and in the processor time 
and circumstances, extended his authority to the whole of the Ma.homA 
mcdaii world. 


* A^)ri!,, A. D. 63$. 



CHAP. XIII. 


C 'l ON FINED to the limits of Syria and Palestine, the sovereignty of the A H.LXV, 
^ house ofOmiiieyah descended without opposition to Addulmelek, A. D. t)85. 
thpuigh the previous arrangements of his father ; but beyond those limits Kholaussuu 
the whole territory of Issiain appears at the death of Merwaun to have ubakbbtur. 
been either subject to the authority of Abdullah Znbair, or those who in 
some sliu|)c or other wre dispt)Bed to favor his ascendancy. There existed 
hoviever a formidable body of insiirge'ntu in Parss and K^rmaun, which seems 
for a long titiie to have set at equal dchaiice, the party of the Sbeiahs> 
and the adherents of the house of Ommeyah. These insurgents were 
originally composed of a number of the inhabitants of Bassorab, who raised 
the standard of intlepcndtjucc as far back as the Kliclaufut of Yezzeid ; and 
estiihlishing themselves about Ahhauz and the adjoining territory, obtained 
the appellation of Azaureka or Azrekites, from Nuulfia the son of Azrek, 
whom they choje for their leader. Having rendered themselves already Abduimel- 
formidable, bv defeating a body of two thousand horse, detached against ek, Vth 
them by Obaidullah Z^iaud, they acquired, on the death Yezzeid, of the house 
additional strength and reputation, by two successive victories over the ^ 
troops further employed against them, by the governuient of Bassorah. So 
that, alarmed by repeated discomfiture, the denizens of that place were at 
last constrained to apply to Abdullah Zobair, for a general by whose assist- 
ance they might be able to combat with the insurgents with a better 
chanco of success. In compliance with thi.s application, Harcth the son 
of Abdullah the Mekhzftrniie, was iminediattly deputed to preside over 
Bassorah; though the conduct of the war against the Azaureka was 
entrusted by that chief, on his arrival at the scat of his government, to 
Mohilleb the son of Abi Soffrah, one of the principal feodalories of the 
province of Khorassaim ; through whose talents and activity, after Nauffia 
and tltc greater part of their leaders had fallen in a series of obstinate couflictSe 
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A.R.LXV. the insurgents were ultimately subdued. But this is, at the same time, 
A. D. €69. acknowledged to have furnished considerable employment, during mucb^ 
Kholaussut- if not the greater part, of the disputed reign of Abdulmelek, and Abdullah 
ul^akhbaur. Zobair. 

But that which seemed for a long time to Threaten fhe most exten- 
sive and important consequences, was the insurrection produced at Kufah, 
under the influence of the celebrated Mokhtnur. This distinguished 
chieftain was the son of that Abu Ohaidah ben Mhssaoud, who perished in 
the discomfiture of the bridge; as was formerly related among the events 
which immediately fireceded the memorable and fatal battle of Kadsiah. 
Surpassing his compeers in intellectual, and every other endowment, the 
ambition of power became early implanted in the bosom «>f Mokhtnur ; and 
'at the same time that Suliman Shrred was employed in exciting the people 
of Kufah to rise against the executioners of I lusseyi:c, Ire was not less 
actively engaged in promoting the cause of discord and hostility ; alleging 
that he was possessed of the commands of Mahommed lianeifah, authoriz- 
ing him to vindicate the sacred rights of his faiiiily, so cruelly violated in 
the person of his Wother on the desert ofKerbCla. 

When Ueffaia and the fugiti\TS from Ayn ill werda, reached Kufalu 
Tarikh Mokhtaur was brooding over his amliitious projects in the solitude of ft 
Xebry. which he wrote to condole with the party on the recent disas- 

ter, and to assure them, that if he lived to be enlarged from his present 
duresse, the death of liusseyne should not be unrevenged ; that as much 
blood shoyld yet flow for that guilty transaction, as was shetl among the 
children of Israil,^ by Bukhtenasser, for the murder of John the Baptist* 
The hopes of the insurgents were thus rpanimated ; they rejoiced that 
there still existed one man, on whose zeal and talents they could Jely for 
tlie prosecution of their just revenge ; and Ueffaia, with several of his 
^sociates, obtaining access to the prison of Mokhtaur, immediately proposed 
to raise a disturbance in the town, during which, they might seize an op* 
portunity to set him at large. To this, however, he objected ; alleging, that 
iie did not despair of procuring his liberty, without having recourse to any 

* Tlie vulgar tradition is, that seventy thousand Jews were massacred at Jerusalem, 
SerAzadan, the general of Goderz, one of the race of the Arsacides who reigned on the 
Tigris, for the murder of John the Baptist. An expiation, which, ty jnisuke, is here 
escribed to Ncbuchadoezear. 
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nenns of premature violence. And this indeed he shortly afterwards A.HXXV* 
appears to have accomplished, by taking an oath, that he should ' confine A. D. 685. 
himself to his own house : in which state he was not precluded from Tarikh 
receiving the visits of the insurgents, who repaired to him as often as it Tebiy. 
was necessary, in private, to concert w'ith him their plans of revolution 
and revenge. 

The power of Mokhtaur was thus secretly gaining ground, when, early 
in the year sixty -six, his designs were discovered to Abdullah Zobair; who 
was urged to prevent the mischief, hy immediately securing his person. 

Of this prudent precaution, he neglected, however, to avail himself; suffer* 
ing Mokhtaur to elude the summons which he had sent hhn to appear in 
his presence, by a vague pretext of illness. In the mean time the conspi* 
rators were called together by Mokhtaur, and stimuhited to an immediate 
comtncncoincnt of hostilities ; to which he stated the necessity of proceed- 
ing the very next day» by putting the governor to death, and making . 
themselves masters of the town. At such a crisis, they required a further 
delay of one week, in order, as they said, to adjust their arms, and warn 
those of their intentions^ who were engaged to join them: though the 
real object appears to have been, to ascertain how far Mokhtaur was 
warranted in his representation, that his proceedings were sanctioned by the 
name and authority of Mahoinmed lianeifah ; on whom he had thought 
proper to bestow the title of Mehedy. And for this purpose a deputation 
was accordingly dispatched to Mcdeinah ; where they learnt from the son of 
lianeifah in reply, that it was the duty of every Mussulman to avenge the 
blood of Hasseyne: although be forbore to explain whether the proceedings 
of Mokhtaur were, or were not, authorized by his instructions. 

As he bad some reason to apprehend, that his proceedings would have 
been expressly disavowed by Mahommed lianeifah, the ambiguity of this 
reply was such as to afford considerable satisfaction to Mokhtaur ; who 
look advantage of it to assume, with his accomplices, a tone of greater- 
confidence; insisting that, as their scruples were thus entirely removech- 
there could now exist no possible plea for further procrastination. The 
cons] li rators, though they gave him every assurance of a disposition to 
submit to his orders, suggested, notwithstanding, that the concurrence of 
Ibrauhim, ihie sou of the loyal and intrepid Malek Ashtur, was, from hia 
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A.H.LXVT. extensive influence at Kflfah, still necessary to ensure success to the (Yesign. 

A.D. ()B£. To that chieftain, a message was therefore clLipdichocl by M«)klitaur| 
Tsrlkh inviting him, as the heir of his father’s distinguished attachment to tiie 
Ttbry. house of Ally, to juiii in the asauriaiion which whs forming to avenge the 
massacre of his family. Ibrauhim was prevailed upon without much 
difllculty to engage in the enterprise, luit i xprcsslv slipiil.ited that he should 
himself he pliiecd at the heiid of the association ; to \i liieli it was ohjueted, 
that the first place had been necessarily assigmnl to .Maliommed llaueifah ; 
that Mokhtaur had been by him nominated to the post of lieutenant 
general ; and in that ebaraetei, acknowledged by all eiigagi d in the design. 
Ibr.iubiin desired the messenger to quit him for the present, as he wished 
to reflect further in the hushiess before be came to a decision. 

Ihider these cirqnmstaiiees, Mokhtaur deterniiiu'd to s<*ek a personal 
interview with Ihraiiliim, and for that purpose proce(‘ded immediately to 
his house, accompanied by fifteen of those who had assembled to promote 
the enterprize. V'ery honorably received by Ihraiiliim, he produced a 
letter purporting to be dictatfid by Mahommed i lancifah, and addressed 
to that chief ; in which it was announced that Mokhtaur had been 
formally depuUd to Kiifah, under the authority of the son of llniieifiih; 
that as the son of him who had given such frefiueiit and splenriid proofs of 
his attachment to the cause of Ally, it was oxperted that he would cheer- 
fully recognize the liciitciiantof his Imaum; and finally that Ibrauhim was 
invested with the government of all he should acquire by conquest, 
beyond the Syrian frontier: all which, he called upon God to witness. 
Ibrauhim demanded, if any of those present were disposetl to bear w itriess 
to these declarations ; when the whole of the fifteen persons who had 
accompanied Mokhtaur, very readily attested the truth of them. On 
this, without further hesitation, Ibrauhim quitted the litter on w'hich he 
was seated by the side of Mokhtaur, and on his knees pledged obedience 
to his authority. On the following day it was finally determined betw'cen 
them, that the insurrection should explode on the night of one of the Thurs- 
days in the middle of the first month of Llabbeia, of the year sixty-six.* 

The whole of the design had, however, been nearly disconcerted by tho 
vigllsnce of Ayauss, tlie captain of the governor of Kufah's guards ; by 
whose suggestions a detachment of five hundred men, was posted in each 
of the seven Mohellahs, or wards, into which the city was divided ; with 
ordersi on the first alarm, to repair to the spot where it should arise; and to 

* October 20th, A. D. 6'85« 
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pnni<:h with instant death any movement which appeared to indicate the A.H.tXVI* 
crisis of the insurrection. In consequence of this, when Ibrauhim the son A. D.6S3. 
ofMalek Ashtur, on the night appointed, placed himself at the head of Ttrikh 
those of the insurgents who had asstonbled before his house, one of the first Tsbry. 
ol^iects that met his view was the same Ayauss approaching with one of 
his divisions, evidently dispossd to interrupt theSe hostile proceedings* 

But Ibrauhim having fortunately pierced their leader through the belly 
with an arrow, histdiiowers immediately dispersed ; and the sonof Malek 
Ashtur hastened to the dwelling of Mokhraur, by whom he was now 
siieedily joined ; the insurgents also assembling from all quarters beneath 
the standard of their chief. As the disadvantage under w^hich they 
laboured, from the precautions of the established government, was already 
Bufiieit'ntly striking, Ibrauhim lost no time to propose to his collegue, that 
he might be sufteied to traverse the diflerent quarters of the town with his 
party, in order to favor the appearance of the insurgents ; who were other- 
wise exposed to the danger of being cut to pieces, before they were in 
Biiflicieiit strength to defend themselves. This was acceded to without 
hesitation ; and Ibrauhim, at the head of his followers, passing through the 
several streets, u'lue to the numbers who were engaged in the design, an 
opporiuuity ofjoining their associates, without the hazard of destruction in 
detail : and having overcome all resistance, returned with a considerable 
augmentation of force to the aid of Mukhtaur, whom he now found before 
the gates of the palace, opposed to the troops of the enemy. These were 
immediately attacked iiy Ibrauhim in the rear, and dispersed with little 
dilfieulty. Abdullah Mutteia continued, nevertheless, to maintain his post 
at the gales of the palace, with very superior numbers, until day broke, and 
discovered to the insurgents, that their whole force did not yet amount to 
more than eighteen hundred men. With these, however, Mokhtaur 
declared himself confident of success, in the prosecution of what he con- 
sidered so just ; but conceiving it, at the same time, immediately necessary 
to withdraw from the town, he proceeded without further delay to carry 
that measure into execution. 

The retreat of the insurgents was no sooner perceived by the governor 
of Khfah, than he sent out two diKtniet detachments of superior force, with 
instructions to intercept, and attack ihom from opposite sidos. Of these, 
one was successful in defeating the division cMiipioyed by Mokbtaur to 

s K 
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A.H.LXVI. oppose it on one quarter; while the other was put to night, and its coi&b 
^A. mander slain by the division of Ibrauhim. And intelligence of this tatter 
Tarikh advantage being conveyed to Mokhtaur, at the moment the fugitives of hia 
fcbrj, other party we^e pressing upon him for protection from their pursuers, he 

contrived to rally them, by announcing the victory of ibrauhim ; who now 
hastened without delay to their support. The station of Deir-uUIIind, or 
monastery of Hind, at which Mokhtaur appears to have taken post on this 
occasion, was immediately assailed on all quarters; but though reinforced 
by a body of twelve thousand fresh troops from the town, the singular 
valour and exertions of the son of Malck Ashtur proved at last triumphant 
over the superior numbers of the assailants ; who were driven in the 
utmost disorder, and pursued into the heart of the city by tlicir victorious 
opponents. The cause of the insurgents having thus taken a turn 
decidedly favorable, Abdullah Mhtteia was compelled to slmt himself up. 
ill the palace of Khfah : in which he was on all sides immediately invested 
by the troops of Mokhtaur. At the expiration of three days a scarcity of' 
provisions produced among the besieged a disposition to capitulate, and 
surrender the town to the insurgents ; their governor t'jking a formal 
leave of the garrison, and letting himself down from the walls under cover 
of the night, escaped ; and afforded an opportunity, of which they availed 
themselves, to open the gates of the palace to Mokhtaur ; by whom it was 
accordingly taken possession of; and a treasure of nine millions of dirhems,^ 
which he distributed on the spot among his followers, prpved an simple 
encouragement to future exertions. 

In the mean time, Abdullah Mutteia, the deposed governor, bad taken 
lefuge in the mansion formerly belonging to Abu M^ssa ^he Aishaurite ; 
a circumstance which was soon communicated to Mokhtaur: fortunately 
the irritation of recent hostilities bad not yvith the latter extinguished the 
recollection of the former friendship which had subsisted between them. 
A message was sent to apprize Abdullah, that the place of his retreat was 
already known ;and to reconunend to him an immediate departure front 
the city, lest the insurgents should discover and put him to death. And 
when beintreatedn delay of three di^ys* he received fro^s the bounty o( 
Mokhtaur a present of one hundred thousand dirhems^ to supply hisimme* 
jjll^e wanta^ and enable him to prosecute bis journey to Mekka^.* 

« About 806,250/, t V9K* Ui. 



bil residence at that place either proved obnoxious to Abdullah Zohair« or A.H.tXTth 
in some shape irksome to himself* he found H expedient 10 remove to A* D.6ss* 
Bassorali, where be ultimately fixed hia abode. The reputation of Mokh« fsHUi 
taur thus conspicuously advanced by the possession of Kfifabf his authority Ttfaiy. 
was in a short time extended on one side into Hejaus, by the submisaioit 
' of Medeinah, and into i'ersian Ir^k and Jeazeirah* by that of tbd cities 
Medaein and Mossule ; to secure the allegiance of all which* several of hix 
captains were immtHliately dispatched, as well as intb the remoter territory 
of Azeibaijaun ; which is here included among the provinces that early 
recognized the aiUhority of Mokht^pr. Assuming* however* the modest 
title of Khaleifah, or lieutenant of Mehedy, the latter being* as We have 
already noticed, the appellation by which he chose t6 distinguish the 
Imaurn Mahommed tiancifah, Mokhtaur continued toaanction his pi<oceed^ 
ings under the name of that illustrious chief ; to whom he dtd not fait to 
communicate the hitherto successful progress of his plans. To the honoV 
of his memory, it is at the same time recorded* that hit government was 
distinguished for its impartial justice ; end that he dedicated* like every 
virtuous prince^ a considerable portion of every day to investigate the com** 
plaints, and redress the injuries of the people entrusted to hia protection. 

While engaged in providing for the security and happiness of hia newly 
acquired government, the attention of Mokhtaur was suddenly awakened 
by intelligence, that the armies of Abduimi^k, to the number of eighty 
thousand horse, were approaching under Obaiduilah Zeiaud, for the 
recovery of Irak and Hejauz ; and that they bad encamped at Neasebeio, or 
Nisibis. To oppose this formidable power* either trusting to the justice of 
his cause* or to the enthusiasm of bis followen, Mokhtaur adventured to 
detach Yezzeid the son of Aunis, of the tribe of Asaud* with n body of 
cavalry which, if the statement of the original la to be relied upCn, did not 
exceed three thousand men ; although they probably were* as they are 
represented to have been* selected from amoqg the flower of theSbeiaha. At 
the distance of five farsangs, or about eighteen miles fioB Moaaflle* thid 
detachment was opposed by six thousand of the troopa of Obnidulkfli ; oved 
whom* though chained to bis litter by n violeot and fiitaA diwfder^ the 
(enerai of Mokhtaur obtainedn very aigul victory. Andae ifocetaste 
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A.H.LXVI. that scheme of vengeance which they seemed determined to pursue, thre# 
A.T). hundred prisoners of different descriptions, who had fallen into the hands of 
the victors, were deliberately doomed to massacre in cold blood ; althougb^ 
I'flbrj. speechless, and in the agonies of dis<(olution, Yezzeid could no oihervvise 
communicate the sanguinary fiat than by passing his hand acM-oss his 
throat. He soon afterwards expired ; and his successor receiviru; intelli- 
gence of the approach of Obaidullah Zeiaud at the head of the main body 
of the Syrians, found it expedient to return within the frontiers of [r^k 5 
dispatching to apprize Mokhtaur of the nature of those circumstances by 
which he had been compelled to retrea|« 

In the latter end of the year sixty-six, while he was at Mekkah in the 
performance of the duties of his religion, Mahonimed llaiieifali, with seven 
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of his fatnil}', was seized, and confined to the structure which inr loses the 
fountain of Zemzcm, by Abdullah Zobair ; because ho refused to ackiiow- 
ledge his authority ; and was even menaced with death, if, at the expiration 
of two months, which, at the instance of the people of Mekkah, had h#en 
allowed for his final determination, he did not pledge his allegiance to the 
son of Zobair. in this situation he resolved to apply for assistcftice ta 
Mokhtaur; who, rejoicing in the opportunity of signalizing his zeal, as well 
as of exliihiiing a conspicuous proof of his power, immediately sent off 
towards Mekkah a detachment of one thousand chosen horse, in order ta 
effect his deliverance. Having entered the city by surprise, these troops 
succeeded in liberating the person of the Imaum without much difficulty ; 
and after pro<\uciiig some species of accommodation between him and 
Abdullah Zobair, returned to Kfifah. 

In the commencement of sixty-seven, Ihrauhim the son of Malek Ashtur 
was chosen by Mokhtaur, with twelve thousand horse, to put a stop to the 
progress of Obaidullah Zeiaud; and to take command of the troops already 
employed in Jezzeirah. But this chief had not proceeded beyond a few 
marches on his way towards Mossule, when a formidable conspiracy Y^roke 
out among the principal citizens of Kfifah, associated with Sliemirzil Joiis- 
beny, Mahonrmed the son of Aishauth, Omar the son of Saud, and others 
of tlie murderers of Husseyne ; who had, from the first, yielded but a very 
reluctant submission to the authority of Mokhtaur. Instructed hy neces-i 
aity, Mokhtaur found means to temporize with the conspirators ; while hi& 
messengers hastened toapprize Ihrauhim with the unlooked for danger which 
bad assailed him. The latter returning to Kfifah with equal zeal and 
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€Xf)edition, immediately attacked and defeated the inaurgenia ; of whom AiH.LXtlk 
fifty of the principal leaders were put to the sword on the spot: and of those A» U. 686, 
who were taken prisoners, two hundred and fifty that had been engaged' TsrikhTebu 
with Omar the son of Saud, in the maseacre of K^rb^la, were condemned rjrsndKhpl- 
to subset] uent execution, as some atonement for (he atrocities committed 
on that day. Omar ilie son of Saud and Zil Jousheny were also takeit'on this 
occasion, and put to death, together with many others who had been long 
since maiked for destruction, for the insults which bad been offered to the 
lifeless remains of the, martyred Hhsaeyne. .That miscreant, in particular, 
who conveyed the head of the unfortunate Imatim to the son ofZeiaud, 
bad his legs and arms cut off, and was left in that situation to perish 
miserably before the gates of Mokhtaur’S' palace. *■ 

The conspiracy thus signally chastized, Ibrauhim was dispatched to 
prosecute his operations against Obaidullah Zeiaud. Advancing to the 
territory of Mosshle, Ibrauhim found the Syrian general encamped along 
the .faroiid, a river which intersects that country, and immediately gave 
him battle. After a most sanguinary conflict, in which the son of Malek 
Ashtiir long in vain expected to be favored by the desertion of Amrh the 
governor of Damascus, one <if Obaidullah Zeiaud’s most distinguished cap- 
tains, victory, towards the decline of day,declared for the standard of Mokh- 
taur. And to render it complete, while Ibrauhim, after the hour of 
evening prayer, was perambulating the bank of the river, his attentibn was 
arrested by the appearance of a stranger, whose splendour ofapparel bespoke 
him of the highest distinction ; but what more immediately excited the 
curi'tsity of Ibrauhim, was the rich and valuable scimitar which he bore in 
his hand ; and to m.'ike himself master of this he immediately attacked and 
killed him. Next day, in relating.tho ciroiimstaiice to his attendants, he 
expressed an opinion, from the smell of inusk, with which he appeared to 
be highly perfumed, and of which he was known to be extravagantly fond, 
that the person, who had fallen by his hand, was no other than the general 
in chief ol‘ the Syrian army, hi which he was mistaken ; for . on pro- 
ceeding to the spot, the body was found and identified to be that of Obai- 
dullah Zeiaud : and the head being stru^ off,, was transinitteU by Jhrau- 
him, toguthcr with that of Hflsseync Temeirand several other Syrian chiefs, 
to Kufah. In proportion to the magnitude of this splendid success was the 
joy of Mokhtaur; of which, together with the bluody and disgustful trophiea 
uf his victory, he immediately conveyed the intelligence to Malioimued 
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AMMXn. Htaeiftb. Ibratifaim retired ioon ttfterwi^ to KMb, where be^wpw^ 
iitl>. 016. meed that receptioDi to which, by hie late dntiDgiiiahed aerrtoea, he wel 
lo justfy entitled ; the Syrians havrog loat in the battle to which we ha^ 
Miy. .)itst admted, aocoidiiig to the atatemeat of one respectable historian, not 
less than seventy thousand bitted, and ten thousand eight hundred 
wounded 

Not kts artful than imhittoua, Mokhtaor, about the period in question; 
in order Co supply an ostensible object, by which to 'animate, as occasion 
should require, die enthusiasm of bis followers, determined to employ for 
that purpose, the chair from which the venerated Ally had been accustomed 
to 'pronounce his decisions. Of this precious deposit^ Tetteil, the sister’s 
Son of that prince, now residing at Kilfali, was supposed to be either in 
posacsskm, or capable at least of giving information { and to him Mokhtaur 
applied, promising him the most valuable compensation, if he would, by any 
oaeans, contrive to produce the article. Either unwitting to part with it on 
any consideratioa, or ignorant of its existence, the man in vain made use 
of every protestation to relieve himself from the threats and importunities 
of Mokhtaur ; who at last admonished him at his peril to produce it in three 
days. In the anxiety of his heart, he determined to have recourse to an 
imposition ; and going to a dealer in oil, who lived at the bead of the same 
Street, he purchased from him an old chair ; and having secretly conveyed 
is home, and carefully washed and scoured it, brought the same to Mokh* 
la«r. The latter, with as much apparent transport, as if the mantle and 
staff of the prophet had fallen into bis hands, did not fail to reward the 
impostor to the utmost of bis promise ; then quitting bis seat, he pressed 
ffie precious relic to his lips, and nosod it above bis h^sd ; aiuJ having 
lepested two rekkauts, or courses of prayer^ deebred to bn auditors that 
Shis chair should he totheSbeiahs, an objectof as much, and as exalted 
veneration, as the sanctuary of Abraham to the Mosslems in general, and 
die aik of the covenant the sacred depositary of the law of Moses, to the 
children of Israel, He iiiitber hailed it as a pledge, that the blessing and 
providence of Qod would be present in all their enterpriaea; and when hb 
Iblloweiv had demonstrated for it the some proob of veneration, as he bad 
exhibited by fab own example, beeaosed thb sacred inemorMl of their de* 
parted hem^ to beeodosed in a wooden cabinet, or ornamented o^vffer, under a 
ledk nod key oMIfir rtuiiidlijieiqfoeiisigiied 
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le lodged h in the prinoipiil mosc|iie of Khitrh ; vrhel^ h OO^ltililied tt> A. D. 
teceive from the poopio in the oouree of their devotiomi, those pnmdi of 
'Veneration excited by the rennembthitce 6f its snpposed Original^ and d^ihfahiW',' 
revered proprietor. In the expedition against Obaidullsb Zeit|id»itM8 
entrusted tolbtauhim, with directions that it should be borne at the head 
of the army ; on whom, in the battle which we have just had occasion to 
mention, it might possibly have produced such an impression, as to have 
contributed in no small degree to the ultimate Success^ the day. 

Ip the moan time, while his affhits proceeded in a train ao favorable ta 
his ambition, and the whole territory from ¥fiUh to Medliein, and from 
the Diaur Habbeiali, in Upper Mesopotamia, to the province of Egypt, had 
passed into the possession of his agents, the assiduity of Mokhtaur began 
to relax ; and particularly in a point, w'hich, with the party Whose cause he 
had nominally espoused, seems to have absorbed every inferior object ; the 
extermination of the destroyers of Hdsseyite. His forbearance in this 
respect did not long escape Ihe observation of Mahommed Haneihib, and 
the violent Sheiahs ; and they began to reflect, without disguise, upon the 
sincerity of his attachment to the fatpily of Ally, since the most utrocious 
of its persecutors, the murderers of Hhsseyne, Were, pismy of them, still 
sudered to enjoy an unmolested residence in the very town of Kf^ah. 

These and similar reflections Were not concealed from, the knowledge of 
Mokhtaur, and he was compelled to confess, thst the reproach was not 
entirely unmerited ; but that his sincerity might be no longer suspected, 
he caused a list of all such as had been present at the matssacre of Kerb^la 
to be immediately compleated by the captain of the guards ; of whom, as 
hath been already intimated, all that fell into his hands Wfere according^ 
condemned. With unsparing vengeance, todie by the hands df the executi* 
oner : and the same Kfiareamian author formerly qimted, further records 
6n this subject, that, exclusive Of those who periSlted in the field ofbattle, 
there fell by the hands of tfre exeCnticmcr, and by various modes of punish^ 
ment, during the power of Mokhtaur, not less than forty-eight thousand 
fve hundred and sixtjMbur of the aOvetatiriCs of i^ihe prophet’s sacred 
family. 

Some of these contrived, licwvever, todffect their escape to Basaorah, af 
Ibis period "under the authority of i^tiihih ; and umcuig othcis 
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4L.H.LXV1L Sheith the ion of Rabheia, and Mahommed the ion of Aiihautb ben Keyn, 
A. D. >($86*. who employed every argume nt they could devise, to prevail upon Mhisaub 
Khoituuut* ^he ion of Zobiir, who administered the government of DaMorah on the 
ul-akhUuri partofhii brother, to turn Ids arms against their implacable enemy* 
Yielding to their impnrtunitiei, MAsiaub accordinttiy suit for Mohilleb 
the son of A hi SelTrah, from Aliftuui, where he Imd bcfMi aucccaarully 
employed against the Asaurcka ; and dispatched him at the head of a 
powerful army towards Kdfah. On the part of Mokiitaur, the son of She. 
meit, with thirty thousand men, advanced from the latter place to give 
him battle: but victory suddenly desoitmg the standard of M(»khtuur, 
principally through tiic instability, or treachery of the men of hufah, his 
troops were totally defeated with the hiSs of their gcnciai, and a multitude 
of hia followers. A nxioua to restore the sinking reputation of his arms, 
Mokhtaur assembled a fresh ariny, with which be hastened in person 
against the troops of the son of Zobair. The issue of a second conflict, 
which now took place, was equally unfortunate to the cause of Mokhtaur ; 
although it is said to have cost the victor the lives of some of his most dis« 
tinguished commanders ; among whom are to be found the names of 
Mahommed the son of Aishauth, one of the promoters of the enterprize, 
and of Omar the son of Ally, who appears on this occasion to have combated 
on the side of the eiierniei of his family. 

Mokhtaur was now' compelled to retire with precipitation into Ktifahi 
where be shut himself up in tbe palace of government; which, with six 
thousand men, the remnant of his army, he immediately prepared to 
defend against his pursuers. He was soon afterwards invested by the troops 
of Mbisaub; and as It was early found that the place was entirely destitute of 
provisions, he proposed to his followers tocut their way through the besiegers; 
or perish sword in hand^ rather than by the lingering and accumulated horrors 
of famine. This they, however, declined, signifying their desire to throw 
themselves rather on the mercy of Mdssaub. Never to place himself at 
tbe discretion of bis enemies ; but, to combat them to the last extremity and 
to surrender his sword only with hii life, was the resolution of Mokhtaur, 
Tbe next morning, accordingly, after performing his ablutions, and 
dispatching the early duties of bia religion, he took leave of his tollowers 
with a solemn a<isuraiice, that when he was fallen, they were not to (latter 
themselves, that they should escape the unsparing vengeance of the 
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«nemy. Perceiving, however, that they continued deaf \6 every lippeal, A.MXXVlf. 
he finally quitted the palace at the head' of nineteen of his hiost faithful A. D«687. 
associates, all clad like himself in their winding sheets ; and generously 
sought, and obtained a glorious death in the thickest ranks of the enemy* Tebry. 
The besieged immediately surrendered at discretion ; and being lead hand« 
cuffed to the great square Of Khfah, called the Kennaussah, they were* 
every man of thein^, there pul to death, through the importunities of some of 
their fellow citiaens ; although Mhasaub seemed himself very well disposed 
to spare them. This event, from a reproach subsequently cast Upon 
Mhssaub, by Abdullah the son of the Khalif Omnr, appears to have taken 
place in the month of llamzailn, of the yearsixty-seVen.* The head of the 
unfortunate Mokhtaur, after having been for some time suspended before 
the priiici))al mosque ofKhfah, was thru transmitted to Abdullah Zobair 
in proof of this important victory \ while MiWaiih took up his permanent 
residence in that city, to enjoy the fruits of his success. And yet, while 
Ibranhim the son of Malek Ashtur, With hi^ followers, continued unsubju- 
gated atJMossAle, this success could not but be considered as rather 
precarious: a letter was therefore dispatched to that chieftain by Mfissaubj 
offering to continue to him the government of the provinces in his posses-^ 
sion, ])rovided he would acknowledge the authority of Abdullah Zobair* 

Ibrauhim, upon this, repaired without delay to KOfah, Where he tendered, 
without hesitation, his allegiance to the son of Zobair ; but the province of 
Mossule, and the rest of.lczzeirah, was now, with little ceremony, transfer-^ 
red to Mohillcb ; while Ibranhim found himself cajoled by a promise, that 
when tlU'V .should be masters of Damascus, he should be governor of 
Syria. 

In 'the mean time the views of Abdulmelek continued, in spite of 
repeated discomfiture, incessantly occupied towards the recovery of Arabian 
IrAk ; and in sixty-eigbt We fuid luni proceeding in person at the head of 
an expedition against tlmt country having entrusted the government of 
Damascus, and his hereditary states, to his cousin Amrh, the son of Saufid,^ . 
surnamed Kshduk, (the bold) one of the ablest and moSt powerful of the 
house of Ommeyah. This chief had himself, formerly, entertained some 
Well founded expectations on the empire of which he bad, like some 
• Latter end of March, A. D. 

3L 
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AtH.LXVlU. otliers, been completely outwitted by the artful and fallacious promises of 
A. D.(i88. Merwauii ; and he perhaps conceived the present a favorable opportunity 
Tarikh of retrieving what he had lost througli former simplicity, or supinencss. 

Tt:l>iy. At any rate, when he had proceeded as far as the station of Ay nulvierda,^ 

Abduliiii^It'k found himself constrained, by the rigours of an inclement 
winter, and not improbably by some intimation of the desigiis which were 
batching against him, to return with his army into Syria ; where on iiia 
arrival, he discoveied that his ambitious kinsman hud openly revolted 
against his authority, and had shut the gatesof his own capital against him, 
Afujr a siigc of four months in Damascus hovyever, the rebel, being 
deserted hy the greater part of his garrison, thought ftt to entei into nego- 
ciatioii with Ahdulmolek ; who, to regain his capital, copaented to some 
sort of compromise for the injury which had been offereil to his erowii and 
dignity ; and even took a solemn oath that he wouM never retaliate upon 

the person of Amru. An engagement, to which, for some time, he very 

scrupulously adhered, treating his kinsman, while tluis in his power, with 
the most studied and distiuguished attention ; among other proofs of which 
he invariably placed him beside himself on the throne, wlienever he had 
occasion to receive him. 

The invention of Abdulm^Iek was, nevcrtlwiless, all the while, employed^ 
in devising the means of ridding himself of -this powerful and obnoxious 
relative, with the least hay^ard of failure in the execution, and of exciting 
fresh commotions. At last he sent to invite him one morning to his preT 
scnce. On which occasion, bis mind misgiving him, Yaheya the brother of 
Ainr(i, confessed that his apprehensions were considerably alarjned ; and 
intreated that he would, on some pretence or other, postpone his visit. 
Amrh, rather haughtily observed, that if he chose to sleep, it was not in the 
power of Abdulmclek to awaken hiin; be therefore desired his brother to 
lay aside these groundless apprehensions : but in compliance w^ith hia 
further intreaties, he put on a suit of armour bpneath his ordinary apparel, 
and so proceeded to the palace, attended by one hundred of hia domestics, 
lie was received by Abdulmclek with more than ordinary civility, and 
placed as usual on the throne beside him. And in this situation, the 
Khalif laughing, entered into discourse wit)i him on the circumstances of 
his recent defection, and the siege of the town ; all the while band in hand 
with him, and affecting the utmost apparent good hitpionr. Amr& intreated 
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that he would dismiss a subject which could be so little entertaining to A.H.LXVI1I* 
him. The Khalif proceeded, however, in his discourse ; and at last inti- A. D. 68a. 
mated, that although he was perfectly sincere in his forgiveness of what Tarikh 
had happened, he had, under the smart of hostilities, taken an oath, that if I^iy. 
ever the son of Sauid was in his power, he would put a collar and chain 
upon his neck. “ Where would be the harm,*^ continued AbdulmSIek with 
the same affected good humour, ‘‘if 1 am permitted to absolve myself of my 
“ oath Amru endeavoured to elude the insidious proposal, by request- 
ing that the joke might be postponed to some other opportunity ; hut the 
other members of Abdulmelok’s court expressing their astonishment that 
he should fur a moment hesitate to give the Khalif an opportunity of ful- 
filling his oath, with so little detriment to himself, AmrA demanded if he 
once suffered him to put these bonds on his person, who would promise M 
take them off. Ahdiilmelek immediately* swore that he would himself 
perform for him that office ; whispering at the same time in his own mind, 
that it should nut he until he was dead, and incapable of further mischief. 

“ Then,” said AmrA, “ I am at your disposal and AbdulmAlek having 
sent for a collar, it was immediately fastened on his neck, while he directed 
his hands to he manacled ; and Amru having stood some time in this situa- 
tion, demanded his further pleasure. “ Have a little patience,” replied 
Abdulmelek; “I have had sufficient patience,” added Amru, “ thou art 
“surely not disposed to betray me, or be guilty of a breach of faith:” 

“ that is a circumstance, of which thou art to accuse thyself,” said Abdul- 
melek ; and suddenly rising from his seat, and seizing him by the collar of 
his robe, immediately began with his fist to belabour him on the mouth, 
until he had broken several of his teeth. Hearing the mOezzin, however, 
give the call to prayers, Abdulmelek was compelled to desist, for the pur- 
pose of attending at public worship; but in going away, he charged his 
brother Abdnlazziz with the task of completing bis vengeance, by putting 
the traitor to death. 'J'his prince was accordingly preparing to carry his 
brother’s orders into execution, and had drawn liis sword for the purpose; 
whcM), on a forcible appeal to his compassion, from his forlorn and suppli- 
ant couzin, who demanded whether the saving himself from the guilt of 
a kinsman’s blood could, in any respect, ever prove injurious to him ? 
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A.H.LXVIl^ li»e benevolent Abdulazzlz, with the clemency which was natural to 
A> O. ()88. gave way to the feelings of huniauity, and aiforded to the wretched AmrOt 
" Tniik^ ® reprieve from the fate which hung over him. 

T^bty. in the mean time, the attendants of Amru perceiving tliat Abdulmelek 
had quitted the audience chamber, unaccompanied by their niastcr,^ sus- 
pected what had befallen him ; and hastened to communicate their 
suspicions to his brother. The latter collecting his slaves and domes- 
tics, to the number of a thousand persons, proceeded at their head* 
to the mosque, in which Abdiilmelek was engaged at his devotions, 
and immediately rushing in, Yahoya, in reply to a question of the 
Khalirs, as to the reason of this unseasonable intcrrujitiun, demand- 
ing his brother, Ahdulmelek told him with aflected uiieoueem, that 
he had left him with Abdnia//iz to adjust some mutter (»r biisinos. 
'‘Give orders,” said Yahcya rather sternly, ** that he m.iN come nut.” 
Abdulmelek embracing the onporlnnlty of reluming to his paldccv was 
followed by Yahcya and bis associates, whose entrance was, iioweser. 
Opposed at the gates by the guards of the palace. AlidulineU k before lie 
Vas yet in sight, called out to Abduluzziz to know if his orders \m\ bv^a 
obeyed, and learning to the contrary, he cursed l\im anti the mother that 
bore him ; tlien seizing u javelui, he made a violent push at tin; belly of 
AmrCt ; hut the point being turned aside by the armour under lus clothes, 
the Khalif clapped his hand upon his shoulder and |>eiceiv(‘d the truth.. 
“Miscreant,” said he, “ thou art come prepared then,” aud throwing him 
upon the floor, in that posture cut his throat. Ills attf'iiiion being now 
called to the elaiuouc at liis gates, he demanded the occasion of it.. “ YaUeya 
“ the son of Sauid, with his slaves and doine.siics,” said his courtiers, “ are 
investing tlie palace;” “take the head of Aim 0,” said Abdulmelek, 
addressing himself to AlKlulazziz, “ and cast it, with teu thousand dirhems, 
among the multitude,” Which being accordingly done, aiKl engaging 
the assailants in a scramble for the money, they 6oon afterwards entirely 
dispersed. The person of Yahcya was secured the same evening, and as he 
and his whole family were now Uirowii into prison, the tumult entirely 
subsided., When they had continued however a month in confiiienient, 
the heart of Abdulmelek began to relent ; and as he expressed a repug- 
nance to put them to death, though he felt it requisite to secure himself 
against their vengeance, he took tlie advice of bis counsellors to be satis- 
fied with tlieir expulsion from Syria. 
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The commencement of the year seventy is recorded to have- brought with A.H.LXX.. 
it a forniidahlo invasion of Syria, by the armies of the Greek emperor of Con-^ A. D, 689. 
stain iiiople,* the circumstances of which are however not explained to us ; Xaiikh » 
further than that, unable to contend with superior numbers, AbdulmSlek Tebrj. 
was compelled to purchase peace, by submitting to a monthly tribute, of 
five thousand diiuiurs,*]' which he agreed to send to the treasury of that, 
monarch. The adherents of Abdulmolek were still sulllcicntly numerous 
ill the cities of Irak, and at Kufah and Hassorah in particular; and as he had 
received frequent solicitations to appear among them, he determined in. 
the course of this year to employ Khaled the sou of Abdullah, in a private 
way to secure the allegiance of the inhabitants of the latter city in bis 
favour ; and to alarm the appre hensions of the sons of Zobair for that 
quarter, while he should advance himself towards Kufah. This emissajjf. 

Mas however ultimately compelled to quit IJassnralq aud return to hts 
mastcT wllh the loss of an 

Ii> thooiurso t)f seventy-one, Ahdiilinclek carried into final execution AJ^IT.XXL 
the design Mhieli he had so long meditated against IrCtk ; which province 
he now entered with a powerful forCe. In the ncighlx>urhood of Kerkes- 
sia, at the village of Jautlileik, aecording to some authors, he was opposed aussutulakb-^ 
bv Mussaub i over ivhom, through the proverbial treachery of tlie peoplo baur. 
of these provinces, he obtained a signal victory ; the brave Ibrauhim the 
son of Malek Ashtiir, and Eissa the sou of Mussaiib, who scorned to. 
abandon his father in defeat, being killed Lii iho action ; and the general 
hnn^cif, though invited to accept of liberal terms by the friendship of the 
conqueror, prefenng deatli to mercy, perished soon after, by the hand of 
Rcidali the uncle of MoklUaiir ; vho cut him through the middle, when 
already grievously wounded by a volley of arrows. Shorlty afterwards, in 
the first mojith i f Juminaudy,J Abdulmclek eutered Kufah, then considered 
tl*e capital of Irak, in tiiuuiph, and received the unanimous submission of 
the people. When se ated in the palace of the son of Abi, Wokauss on 
this occasion, to receive the congratulatioRrS of his army, and the Ixead of. 

Mussaub was laid hefofe him, ; one of the bystanders could not forbear 
giving expression to the feelings excited by the strange and rapid vicissi- 
tudes of which, on the same spot, it had been his destiny to be an eye 

1 Either Justinian II. or Leontius. * About e,300/. at the lowest calculation. 

^ October, A, D. (>90. 
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^itrteSA. “ tJnder this same roof,” said he, “ have I beheld the head of 
A.D.fif^o. Imaum H^sseyne at the foot of the son of Zeiaud ; the head of the son 
TarikhTetfc. Zeiaud at that of Mqkhtaur; and that of Mokhtaur laid before 
lyandKhol- M^ssaub. Perhaps the head of Mi^ssaub which I now observe at the 
auisutulakh- «» foot of the sovereign of the believers,” continued he, “ may be the last 
“ instance, which 1 shall live to witness, of a reverse so fatal and inslruc- 
“ tive.” An inference so obvious could not fail to convey to the mind of 
Abdulinelek the most serious reflections ; but the only impression which 
they appear to have produced for the present^ was, an order which he 
immediately isstied, to rase the palace to tlie ground. 

Having thus added Arabian IrTik to the territories which had embraced 
his authority, Abciulinrdt'k conferred the govcrininuit of Bassorah upon 
Khaled the son of Al>dullah ; whom he instructed to enter into a corres- 
pondence with Mohilleb, still employed against the Azaureka in the 
territory of Ahiianz; and to conciliate bitn with otfera of favor and 
oblivion, provided he would immediately submit to his authority. These 
overtures were not iinviecejytable to Mohilleb, who was easily prevaih^d 
upon to enrol himself among the feudatories of Abdulinelek; and continu- 
ing to prosecute his operations against ihc followers of Azrek, without 
•intermission, be succeeded at last, after exterminating the h-aders of the 
insurrection, in reducing, not only that of Ahuauz, but the entire provinces 
ofParss and Irak Ajem, to the authority of his new sovereign. 

I’he attention of Abdulmelek was next directed towards the rich and 
Tarikh powerful province of Khorassaun ; w Inch had continued, ever since the 

^®*^*’y* jgjgji Qf Yezzeid, in the hands of Abdullah Uauzem, subject to the 

authority of Abdullah Zobair. It was accordingly thought advisable 
in the seventy -second of the Hidjerali, to write a letter to that chieftain, 
offering to give him the government for seven yeais longer, provided he 
would transfer his allegiance to Abdulmelek. The profiosal was howevet 
rejected on the part of Abdullah Hauzem, with considiTiible disdain ; and 
with the significant remark, that although Musdaub had fallen, the rightful 
sovereign of the believers, Abdullah Zobair, was still alive ; and in a situation 
to bid defiance to his enemies. In addition to this, the agent who had 
been employed by Abdulmelek to convey the proposal, reported on his 
retiirii, that the name of his master had been treated with contempt and 
abuse; and that the governor of Khorassaun had even presumed to declare^ 



that if it were not repugnant to the maxims of civilized nations^ tbeembas* A.H.LXXli 
sador of Abdulinelek should not live to communicate the result of bis A. P. 691. 
mission. 'I'liis haughty and insolent reply is said to have considerabljr Tarikh 

einharrasscd, or rather irritated, Abdulmelek, since he does not appear to Xebr^* 

have been either tnucb at a loss, or very scrupulous about the means of 
signalizing his vengeance. VVokkeil, the name of one whom Abdullalv 
{iau/eni had raised to be bis lieutenant in the province, was the person 
selected by the Khalif, on this occasion, to punish the insult ; and ho- 
accordingly wrote to him, to aay,that the government of Khorassaun was. 
liis, if he would put his principal to death. The temptation was too 
powerful for the integrity of an Asiatic. He proceeded, without hesitatibn, 
to swear the inhabitants against the authority of bia‘ master; but as the 
treachery could not be long concealed from the vigilance of Abdullah - 
Hniizem, lie was attacked by tlie latter, at the bead of his troops, before hia 
designs were perfectly ripe for cxucution. The treason had, however, 
beconie already sulliciently formidable and extensive; Abdullah Hanzem, 
in the midst of battle, perceived himself assailed from behind, by 'a body of 
Arabs, of whom he might probably have entertained little apprehension ; 
and was tlirown from his horse, covered with wounds } and in this situa- 
tion, Wokeil approaching fur the purpose of taking off his head, he 
suddenly opened his eyes, and recognized his aggressor. “Miscreant,'*' 
said lie, spitting in his face at the same time, “art thou then, whom 1 have 
“ raised to manhood, the wretch to supersede me ! away with thee j no 
“Itniger disturb the attention of the brave by thy polluted presence.** Tlie^e 
stern reproaches did not, however, deter Wokeil from his purpose; he 
immediately struck off his head, and dispatched it to the presence of Ab- 
dulmclek ; and tV>r this acceptable piece of service, retained the government 
of Kliorassimn from that time to the year seven ty -five ; when he W'as 
recalled by Abdulmelek, and the province transferred to Ommeyah the 
son of Khaled. 

Having thus annihilated all further oppo.sition to his ponwr in Arabian or 
western Irak, and extended his authority to the remoter provinces of the 
cast, Abdulmelek was now returned to Damascus : Abdullali Zobair, who 
still maintained himself in independent sovereignty at Mekkah, being 
the only reu;aining obstacle to his uiulivkled possession of all the territory 
of Isslam to t|^e eastward, of the Nile. Ilis daily exhortations wore thcrc^ 
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A.H.llCXIi. ^ove for tlie future employed to engage the Syrians to undertake an exp#* 
A. D. 691. dition into Yemen. l‘>om an habitual veneration for the temple and sane* 
Xarikh tuary of the Kaaubah, these exhortations were» however, for some tim€f, 
Tcbry. listened to in obstinate silenee ; until the undertaking was at last accepted 
by llejduje the son of Yussef the ThAkefiteH who occupied at this periodi 
if we believe the historian, the verv lowest station in that societv, of 
which he was destined to become the scourge and terror. Ahdulmoick 
seemed at first disposed to decline the services of so obscure an individual ; 
but Uejauje alleging, a« his motive for thus obtruding himself on the notice 
of his sovereign, the circumstancii of a recent tlrcam, in which he conceived 
that he was employed in stripping the skin of the son ofZobair ; Abdtil- 
mClek resolved, on further reflection, to give him an opportunity of realising 
this prophetic vision ; and accordingly dismissed him at the bead of tw'elve 
tl?ousand men, for the conquest of Mckkah. 

With this force, Ilejauje proceeded to enter the province of Ilejaii^; and 
took post at Tayef, about seventy miles to the south cast of Mekkah, 
Here he was repeatedly attacked by the troops of Abdullah Zobair ; but 
proving uniformly victorious, he succeeded at last in extinguishing the 
confidence of Abdullah's follow’ers, and establishing the superiority of liis 
own ; after which he no longer hesitated to appear before the gates of 
Mekkah ; whore the son ofZobair had determined to abide the crisis of hiS 
destiny. The place was immediately invested by Jlejaiije, who did not 
forbear to employ against it every species of annoyance, at tlwt time adopted 
into the system of Arabian warfare. The siege continued to a pro- 
tracted period ; during which, the distresses of the inhabitants were every 
day accumulating, and as usual in most such cases, a dreadful famine com- 
pleted the measure of their calamities. In this extremity, the son of 
Zobair was gradually abandoned by most of his followers ; some of them 
submitting to llejai^e, and others making their escape into different parts 
of the Arabian peninsula. At last he was even deserted by his two sons^ 
Hamzah andUabeib; who left their father to his fate, and threw themselves 
on the mercy of Hqjai^e, whose sanguinary disposition had, perhaps, not 
yet displayed itself. 

Aware of the situation to which he was now reduced, a message was 
dispatched by Hejauje to dissuade Abdullah Zobair from rushing upon 
absolute seifdestruction ; and to offer him the most liberal terms, if he 



Vrould consent to quit the town, and plabe himself at his disposal. Thesn A.R.LXXnXv 
were rejected by the son of Zobair with lofty disdain, since he could not A. D. 698* 
admit that he was yet fallen to so abject a state, as to becomethe suppliantof TMI^h 
such a being as Hejauje ; .whoin he desired to be further mformedat the same Tcta||t 
time, that his reliance was placed, where he was least likely to be deceivedi 
in the mercy of his creator : from which it was not difficult to infer, that 
he was resolved on death. Hostilities were accordingly resumed with 
fresh vigour and animosity, uQtil the companions of Abdullah Zobair were 
reduced to five persons. In this extremity he repaired to pay a last visit 
to his mother Essema, the sister of Ayaishah, and daughter of Abu Bukkert 
a woman of such excellent understanding, that, though at this period she 
was upwards of ninety, he never took any final resolution without her pre- 
vious concurrence. My beloved parent,” said he, addressing her on this 
occasion, “ 1 am at last left to oppose the vengeance of mine enemies 
“ almost alone ; and 1 am destined 4o experience, from the ingratitude of 
mankind, the same fate with the unhappy H^sseyne ; with this afflicting 
“diOcrence, that his children continued to the lost moment oflifetoeom- 
“ bat in defence of their father, while mine have basely deserted me, and 
surrendered to the mercy of the worthless Hejauje ; lie has also offered 
me a capitulation, on whatever terms 1 may think proper to prescribe. 

How then would my venerable parent advise me to act ? if thou art 
“ conscious of a just cause,” replied his mother, “beware of putting thyself 
“ in the power of the Bcnni Onimeyali. It is unnecessary for me to 
remind thee of that period of life to which thou bast attained, and that 
after all it is allotted for thee once to die. Tby aged mother is persuaded 
“ that thou art prepared to meet death with an unblemished tame, rather 
“than in any shape to fix the stain of dishonor on thy memory. It is 
“ even as yon have said,” rejoined Abdullah, “ and my own reflections had 
“ already dictated to me the same sentiments. Resolved to embrace an 
** honorable death, 1 was only desirous of consulting you for the last time, 

“ and to bid you an eternal farewel. Through life uniformly devoted to 
“the cause of truth, 1 have ever studiously avoided the mazes of error. 

“ To no man have I been guilty of either oppression or injustice ; neither 
have 1 in any instance been negligent of (he worship of, or of rendering 
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A*H.LXXI1f« ** myself acceptable to that Almighty being, T/ho is the judge and whnese 
“of every action of my life/* He then took an affectionate leave of hia 
Tarikk mother; and pro<'eeding to the sanctuary of the Kaaubah, there, in company^ 
Tebry. with the few faithful individuals who determined to share his fate^ 
passed the whole of the night in devotion. The ensuing day, having 
discharged the duties of morning prayer, he armed himself, and at the head 
of his five brave companions sallied out upon the besiegers, of whom he 
put many to the sword ; while he continued to proclaim at every exertion,, 
how easily he could have chastized their malice, if his friends had not 
abandoned him. He maintained the conflict until the hour of meridian 
prayer, when he submitted to take a short respite ; after which, renewing 
his efforts, he drove the enemy before him to the fool of a mughbouring 
hill, from the summit of which be was struck on the head and severely 
wounded, by a stone. He now fell, and being surrounded by the hostile mul- 
titude was immediately cut to pieces; his bead was then struck off, and for 
some time suspended ta the Naudaun or aqueduct, or perhaps dome of 
the Kaaubah ; in which latter, according to other historians, he is at the 
same time stated to have met his fate. 

The death of Abdullah Zobair b recorded, in the Tarikh gftzcidah, to have 
Tankh thirtecMith of the first month of Jummaudy, of th& 

** ' seventy-third year of the Hidjerah,* at the advanced age of seventy-one* 
Tu some ejttraordinary circundstances attending the siege of Mekkah, aa. 
described on the same authority, the reader will probably not be disposed 
to yield implicit credit. Among these we are to note the intervention of 
angels to avert from the sanctuary of the Kaaubah, the stones hurled by 
the catapultm and other warlike machines ; and the flight of the same 
celestial agents, to avoid pollution from the impious assaults of Hejauje ; the 
consequent destruction of one half or side of the sacred edifice ; the eclipse 
of the sun, which is gravely said to have taken place when a stone from one. 
of the machines struck the roof of the sanctuary; and the whirlwinds, and 
flashes of lightning which astonished and terrified, and for some ti<j^e 
suspended the eflbrts of the soldiers of Hejauje. All were, however, 
employed to no adequate purpose. After a resistance of about nine 
months, the sacred city was compelled to submit to the obdurate and 
impious Hejauje ; whose earliest attention, after claiming the unconditional 
allegiance of the inhabitants for his sovereign, appears to have becu directed 

f September ?otb, A. P, fiy?. 



to%1ie repair of the tetiiple ; wliich, in concurrence with the advice trf the 
Seyeds, he first of all caused to be rased entirely to the ground : then 
excluding the part erected by the unfortunate son of Zobair, he rebuilt 
this Celebrated edifice on the same plan and dimensions as it exhibited in 
the time of the prophet. 

We may now consider, with the antiquated, but still respectable author 
of the Tebrian chronicle, that the whole Mflissufman world was at last sub* 
jugated, without a single opponent, to the authority of Abdulm^lek ; who 
in approbation of his services, conferred the government of the recent 
conquest on Hejauje. About the same period he consigned the provinces 
of Jczzeirah and Armenia to his brother Mahommed, and that of Arabian 
Irak to his other brother Besher. And at the close of the year we are told 
^hat the pious Abdullah the son of the KhalifOmar, exchanged this perish- 
able world for a residerrco in paradise, at the age of seventy-eight. 

In the course of the year seVenty^four, AbdulmiMek found it expedient 
to remove Wt)kkeil, or as he is here denominated, Bukket the son of 
Weshaiih, from the government of Khorassaun ; which he transferred to 
Ommeyali the son of Abdullah son of Khaled. And the following year, 
the government of Arabian, or western Ir&k, becoming vacant by the death 
t»f his brother Besher, that province was consigned by AbdulmSlek to 
Hejauje ^ in addition to which, according to the Tarikh guzeidah, we find 
him now invested with the supcrintendance of those also of IrAk Ajem, 
Khorassaun, and I'arss^ the latter being delegated by Hejauje to hia brother 
Mahommed ben Yhssef, he there constructed the celebrated city of Shir- 
auz, at a subsequent period the favorite residence of the Persian muses. 
The government of Mgypt was about this time bestowed, by his brother, 
Upon Abdulazziz. Hejauje proceeding to take possession of the province 
of Irak, appeared at Khlah ; and in the short space of a few days gave to the 
inhabitants, a sufficient s))eciiiten of the treatment which they were toexpcct 
from the iron hand of this dire oppressor. From thence he hastened to 
Hassorah, where he exercised (he same uncontrouled indulgence of a tyran- 
nical and sanguinary disposition. 

In the year seventy-six a fruitless effort, to resist the oppressions of 
H^aqje, was made by the principal citizens of Bassorah, beaded by Abdul^ 
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J^.HXXXVI. lah Jaroud; but their Icadi'r bavin" fallen in an carl}' stage of the insor* 
A.0. 6j)5. rcction, his followers wore compel kd to disperse. Another and more 
Kholaubsiit. serious iiiburrecliou made its appearance about the same period, in the 
Xihakbbaur. territories adjacent to Mossule, ascrilicd to the sjime cause ; as well as to 
the extortions of some of the agents of Abduhuclek^s government. Tlie 
leaders of this revolt were Salali the son of Mesreh, of the tribe of retueun, 
g noted recluse of that age, and Shebeih the son of Vezzeid the She^rbun- 
iau. Against these a force was in due time di*«palchcd, by M.dLuinmed the 
son of Merwaun, under Auddy the son of Anddy, the Kend au, whom 
the insurgents appear to have defeated. A second dcUwbmciit was. 
cmpl(»yed against them with better Ibrtunc : for after sustaining an action 
during tbc whole of an entire day, the insurgent chiefs found it cunveni. 
ent to withdraw under cover of the night, with their tnjops, towards one 
of the inonntaiuous districts in the neighl>ouriiig terntoiy ; whcn-c they 
took post. In this situation they were sought out by a body of troo],)s now 
sent against tlK‘m by ITejanje, under llareth the son of Anmer, and in tlvj 
battle which ensued, Salah, one of their leaders was killed; but Shcbcib, 
the other leader, effecting hia retreat with a part of his followers, to an 
antiquated fortification in the neighbourhood, from iht nce took advantage 
of the night to surprise the camp of lUreth ; in which he compkiely 
succeeded, the latter being in bis turn compelled to seek for safety in a 
preci|)itate fligbt. And upon the whole, continues our author, the revolt 
which is the subject of our present consideration, was protracted notwith- 
standing the utmost exertions of Ilejauje, for a period of two years; duriiifj^ 
which, in uearly twenty different actions that he fought against the troops 
of the tyrant, victory never once quitted the standard of Shebeih. 

According to the Tarikh guzeidah, the year seventy-six was selected by 
Abdulmelek for the reduction to a specific standard of the precious metals 
throughout the empire, and for the establishment of a regular coinage ; the 
Arabs having adopted none of their own, previous to the reigu of this 
prince. 

As a proof of the enterprizing spirit which animated tire Sheybanian, we 
are told that, on one occasion, appearing suddenly before the gates of 
Khfah, he would have made himself master of the place, but for the unex- 
pected return of Ilejauje ; who hastened from Bassorah on intelligence of 
the design, and arrived just in time to frustrate its execution. Compelledi 



to quit the town, Shcbeib determined to leave behind him a proof at least A.HXXXVI* 
of ninichloss personal strength, and with a single stroke of his mace, 
demolished the castle gate. Not yet discouraged, he hazarded a second Kholaussut- 
attempt to possess himself of the capital of Irak ; but in this he was also ul-*khjbaur. 
foiled by the equal vigilance and activity of Hejauje, who defeated him 
in person, and forced him to retire, through Farss, into Kermaun. 

Hut in the course of si-venty-seven, as he was again proceeding towards A.H.LXXVII. 
Arabian Iiak, he was opposed, unexpectedly, on the banks of the river of A. D.696, 
Ahuaiiz bv a division of troops under Soffeyan the son of Abiberda, 
delarheil against him by I lej iiijc. These troops he engages! until sunset ; 
and ho V/Ms crossing by the bridge with his followers, to encamp on the 
opposite side, when, about half way over, his horse, rearing u))on a mare 
which preceded, he lost his seat, fell into the middle of the stream, and 
was immediately ilrowuod. Ills body was afterwards found by the soldiers 
of Hejauje, and on cutting open fhcXreast, his heart was discovered to he 
of a substance rigid and hard as stone. To close his account of this bold 
adventurer, our author further relates, that when the report of her son’s 
death was communicated to the mother of Shebeib, she refused to give 
credit to it, until the particulars of his fate were described to her. She 
then no longer restrained her grief; observing that at his birth, a flame of 
fire seemed to separate from her, and from that moment she was persuailed 
that by water alone was fire to be extinguished. Of his dauntless courage 
it is moreover affirmed, that on hor.Heb«ick Shebeib would not hesitate 
single handed to assail three hundred ; and that with a thousand horse, no 
superiority of number whatever was suffideut to deter him from giving 
battle. Hi fore the conclusion of the year, the same Soffeyan united his 
troops to those of Aloliilleb; who was still employed against the followers of 
Azre k in the heart af Kermilii.* A disst'nsion among themselves had 
alreadyJ ilit the insurgents into two parlies ; and the more numerous hav- 
ing chasen a certain Abdurrub ul Kcbbeir fur their chief were most of 
them about this period destroyed by Mohitleb. The other party contrived 
to withdraw under the conduct of Keltry the son of Fedjah into the passes 
and defiles of Tebrestaun, between Rai and the Caspian ; where they were 
pursued by Soffeyan, and their chief having fallen from a rock, these iusiic- 
gents were ultimately dispersed, and never after reunited. 

• Taiikli Tcbry. 



454 

A.II.LXXVnT. The only occurrence thought worthy of record under the year aevcttty^ 
A» D. 697. eight* appears to be the removal of Ommeyah the son of Abdullah from the 
Kholaussut- governmentof Khorassaun ; which was now added by Abdulm^IeK, accord- 
ahakhbaur. ing to our author, to the other important provinces already under the 
authority of the cruel ttejauje. After some demur, Mohilleb was 
delegated by the latter to the government of that country; and Obaidullah 
the son of Abi Bukkerah to that of the neighbouring territory of Seiestauiu 
The province of KabCtl had long since submitted to become tributary to 
the Mahommedan governments on that remote frontier; but as the payment 
of this tribute was extremely precarious, and was occasionally withheld 
altogether, Obaidullah the governor of Sejestaun,in the year seventy-nine, 
received orders from Ht jauje to Invade that country ; and, peremptorily, not 
to return until he had either completely subjugated, or destroyed the whole 
province^ In compliance With his instructions, Obaidullah accordingly 
entered the territory of the prince of Kabul, whose name of Rrtcii* or 
Betpeil, would bespeak him either a Tartar or llitidA. Artfully retiring 
before his invaders until he had engaged them sudicientiy within his 
country, this prince detached his troops into the rear ; and blocking up the 
defiles, completely cut ofl' the retreat of the Maiioiuinedan army. In this 
situation, exposed to the danger of perishing by famine, Obaidullah con- 
descended to purchase the liberation of hmiselfand followers, from the snare 
into which he had so imprudently led them, for a ransom of seven hundred 
thousand dirhems. Shorreiah the son of llauny, however, although at this 
period more ’than one hundred years of age, disdained to avail liimself of the 
ignominious compromise, and bravely perished on the swords of the enemy. 
Obaidullah On his part, by depositing the stipulated ransom in the hands 
•f Retteirs agents, was permitted to withdraw from the country without 
molestation. While these events were occurring at a distance, Ab luimelek 
was compelled to contemplate at home the horrors of a drtudluT plague ; 
which, according to the Tebrian chronicle, this year swept off prodigious 
numbers of the inhabitants of Damascus, and other parts of Syria. 

* From a fimilarity of form in the letters Re and Fair, which is familiar to the Persian 
reader, this name may possibly have been Vittel. Very common ainonp; the Hindis, aa 
Vittledas ; Rajah Vittel perhaiw. It will be seen a little further on, that the family of thia 
prince had considerable possessions in Bokh&ria. It will also be recollected, that the laws 
of BAdhft extended at one time over a great part ofTartaiy ; though the duniinion of the 
Ahidls may probably have been confined witliin die river lnda»k 
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In entering on the detail of the inveterate hostility, which for several sue- A.H.LXXiXt 
ceediiig years, ensued between Ilejauje and Abdiuraihman the son of Ma- A» D. 69a. 
boinined bcii Aishauth, the nanative recites, on the authority of the Rouzut Kholaunut* 
ussuda, that the former took an opportunity of remarking to that chieftain, al*akhbsur. 
one (lay, rather sarcastically, that he roust allow him the advantage of a 
very prepossessing exterior : to which Ahdurraihroap replied, that perad* 
venture, the interna! qualities of his mind would be found of a character 
not less enviable. Shortly after retiring, Hejauje couM not forbeaf 
avowing when he was gone, that Abdurraihinan never met his eye, that he 
did not feel a violent inclination to cut his throat. This malignant speech 
being soon afterwards made known to Abdurraihinan, implanted in his bosom 
that irrcconcileable animosity, which, at a subsequent pericnl, broke opt 
with such violence between him and Hejauje. 

The person whom he had thus mortally offended, notwithstanding, A.H.LXXX 
II('jaijje, on intelligence of the miscarriage in Kabul, without hesitation, A.D.699* 
selected to supersede Obaidullah; whom he immediately deposed from his 
command. In the year eighty, Abdurraihman proceeded accordingly 
at the head of forty thousand men into Seiestaun, and having there united 
to his own, the troops of the province, marched without delay into the 
territories of the prince of Kabul. Conceiving that he might with equal 
ellbct put in practice upon Abdurraihman the manreuvre which he had so 
auccessfully employed against his predecessor, the prince of KabCkI con-^ 
tinued to retire, as formerly, before the invader into the interior of th0 
country. But Abdurraihman, instructed by the example of the recent 
unfortunate campaign, averted a similar catastrophe, by establishing posts 
at proper intervals in his rear; and occupying them with soldiers, on whose 
valour and experience he could venture to rely. The designs of Rctteii 
were thus completely frustrated, by these precautions. Abdurraihman is 
also said to have succeeded in reducing a great part of the province of 
Kab(kl ; but having loaded his followers with booty, instead of remaining to 
secure the conquest, returned into Seu^staun, from whence he dispatched, 
to acquaint Hejauje with the success of the expedition. 

Tho retreat of Abdurraihman was, however, but little consonant to tli« 
temper or views of Hejauje; and he accordingly wrote to inform him, in 
terms of considerable asperity, that unless lie dispatched bis luisiuess with 
theSeysses, or stable boys, of Retteil, before this ye^r was at an end, he 
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A.H.LX3CX. must require him to resign the command of his army to Isshauk the son of 
A. D.699* Mahommed. The letter which conveyed this imperious mandate, was 
Rholausaut- communicated by Abdurraihman to the principal commanders \^ho served 
ul-akhbaur. under his authority ; when they expressed with little reserve their execra* 
tions against the conduct of Hejauje, and immediately entered into a 
resolution to unite with their general, in open hostility to his government. 

In the eighty-first of the ilidjerali, in order to avail himself of every 
^ A D 00 possible acquisition of strength against the formidable resources, which 
would doubtless be accumulated to overwhelm him, Abdurrailiinaii deter- 
mined to conclude an immediate treaty with the enemies of tiis faith. 
And for this purpose he engaged, in the event that his designs against 
llejauje should be attended with success, that the prince of Kabul should 
be absolved from every species of tribute or coiitributtoii ; provided the latter 
would) on his part, engage to afford him an asylum in his territories, if 
the enterprize proved unfortunate. And having thus prepared for 
the worst, Abdurraihman, at the head of a numerous army directed his 
march towards Irdk. 

Tavikh B'i^ore we proceed in the narrative it will, in this place, not he improper 
Tcbry. to state, that during the year eighty, which was equally memorable for a 
plague, which carried off’ great numbers of the people at Bassorah, and for 
an extraordinary inundation which took place at Mekkah, Mohilleb the 
governor of Khorassaun, quitting Mcrfi, with the troops of tiie province, 
proceeded across the river of Balkh, and the other branches of the Oxus, 
to the city of Kesh, ac this time in the possession of the cousin, or uncic/s 
Son of the prince of Kab6l. The governor of Kesh appears to have united 
himself to the army of Mohilleb ; since the latter is now said to have 
employed him immediately in conjunction with his son Yezzeid, on an 
expedition into the neighbouring territory of Khotil, or Khotlau ; where 
the prince of Kesh falling into the hands of the chief of the country, 
another of his relatives in the same degree with the prince of Kabul, he 
was put to death in return for his attachment to the invaders : and Yez- 
zeid the son of Mohilleb, finding on inspection that the fortress into which 
the chief who ruled in Khotlan had thrown himself, was impregnable against 
any effort that he could employ, accepted of a reasonable contribution, and 
returned to join his father. Habeih, another son of Mohilleb’s had in the 
mean time been also detached against Bokhara ; but being powerfully 
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t^pposed in the field, the'desigp of reddcing that city, after tome trifling A.Tl^LXXXt. 
edvanta^es obtained by the son of Mohilleb, was postponed to another A. D, yoo. 
opportunity. In other respects, this expedition of the governor of Khoras- Tfrikh 

■aun, appears to have been distinguished by no velry remarkable event, i'abry. 
^fter continuing at Kesh for the period of two years, he found it expedi* 
cnt to recross theOxus, and return to Merfi. 

Having received timely intelligence of the hostile designs and approach Kholaunut^ 
of Abdurraihman, llejauje hastened without further delay to oppose the »l-«i‘l»baur. 
progress of the enemy ; who appears to have experienced no material 
obstacle until he reached Tfister, the capital of KhCi2i8taun! in the neigh* 
bourhood of which place, the Susa of the ancients, the hopes of these 
rival chiefs were now cast upon the hazard of a battle, tn this, fortune in 
w signal victory declared for Abdurraihman : the sanguinary Hejauje being 
compelled to fiy with considerable precipitation towards Bassorah. A 
liberal distribution of his treasures to the amount of an hundred and fifty 
millions of dirhems,* however, soon enabled him to levy fresh armies, with 
which he encamped at a station called Zawiab. In the mean time Abdur- 
railMnari also advanced to Bassorah; of which the inhabitants of every order 
immediately submitted to his authority. 

In the beginning of Mohurrim of thd year eighty-two, Abdurraihman, A.H.LXXXtf, 
now equally formidable in the reputation ofhisf victories, and the number p^bruary ' 
of J|is followers, proceeded .again to attack the troops of Hejauje ; but 
fortune resuming her predilection fur the arms of the latter, Abdurraihman 
was ultimately constrained, about the end of the same month, though not 
without repeated and sanguinary conflicts, to fly towards Kufah. Under 
this sudden reverse, the inhabitants of Bassorah submitted their destiny to 
(he dispospl of another Alnlurraihman, descended from HIretb the son of 
Abdulmutleb, sometimes called the H&shemite. But as this chief, after 
sustaining the assaults of Hejauje for five days and five nights successively, 
betook himself to join his namesake at Kfifah, the people of Bassorah were 
compefled to witness the slaughter of eleven thousand of their fellow 
citizens ; who were put to the sword by the conqueror, to cure them, per- 
haps, of those turbulent revolutionary habits which had too frequently 
prevailed among them. 

• About 3,437,500/. 
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.H.LXXXII* The grandson of Aishauth^^notwibhstanding the. preoarious complexion 
A, b: 701. of his fortune, received on jhis arrival at Kufah the prompt allegiance of the 
Kholaussut- greater part of the survivii^ companions of the prophet and their clientage; 
ul-akhbaur. so that be was able to appear again in the field, soon afterwards, at Xhp 
head of one hundred thousand horsey with whom he encamped at a station . 
called the Deir, or nioniistery, of Jemaujem. Hejauje having also been . 
joined by considerable reinforcements from Syria, presented himself with 
an army, very powerfully augmented, before the camp of Abdurraihman. 

While the hostile chiefs bad been thus contending for the favorite 
regions of Issl^m, some of the most distinguished of the noble tribe of 
Koraisli ventured to intimate, to Abduhn^lek, the expediency of supersed- 
ing Htjauje in bis government of the two provinces of iiik ; as the only 
method of appeasing the distractions, which they entirely ascribed to the^ 
unrelenting severity, and vindictive disposition of that man. i’ersuaded 
of the utdity of such a change, Abdulm 61 ek .dispatched his son Abdullah, 
and his brother Maliommcd Merwaiin, in company with the reinforcements 
which were proceeding to the assistance of llejauj^e ; with instructions) 
provided, on investigation, it was found that these sanguinary contests 
originated in the administration of Hejaifje, to depose that .chief from his.- 
authority; which was in this case lo be transferred to the same Mahomined 
the son of Merwaun \ and that such cities as Abdurraihman laid claim to in 
Irak should be ceded to him without further dispute. Uut if, conlraj|y to. 
expectation, the result of their inquiries should prove, of an opposite ten*- 
deticy, Ilcjaujev was to be confirmed in his authority.. However,. when 
these personages reached the scene of operations, and communicated the 
nature of their instructions to the chiefs of Ahilurraibrnan^s party the 
latter openly avowed their hostility to the government of Abduimedek 
himself, as well as to that of his representative, and their final resolution 
to abide by the fate of war. 

in the mean time, Hejaiqe, was not ignorant of the measures in agita- 
tion against him ; and justly apprehensive of the odium in which his person 
was held throughout Ir&k, bad written to caution Abdulm&lek, in the 
foosi solemn manner against indulging that inconstant people in tfaeif 
capricious prejudices ; lest they should combine against his own autborityi 
as they had left himajmemorable example in their conduct towards the 
MpfortunateOthman; whom iaone short year, after he. had y ielded to their. 



eMtaplaints against &uid the son of Ul Auss, they had nrardered in the A.ft.LXXXttb 
sanctuary of his own palace. ** Remember,** said he in the conclusion of A»U. 70 i. 
hn letter, that iron is not to be wrought by a softer substance than itself.^* Tarikli 
And in efthct, these and similar arguments had already prevaile<{ upon Tibqr. 
AbdulmSlek to subscribe to his opinion, when Hejai^e was left by the 
hostile lesolution of his enemies, to employ without further interpositioii, 
the means within his power to bring the Contest with Ahdurraihman to h 
speedy decision. 

It continued, however, to engage his utmost exertion for the whole of 
the period between the third day of the first Rabbeia, on which Abdur- 
•raihman formed his encampment at Deir-e-Jcmai^em, and the fourteenth 
of the last Junimaudy,* on which he was finally defeated. On that day 
hostilities had been resumed with singular fury and obstinacy ; when the 
left wing of Abdurraihman, commanded by Abred, the Temeimite, unable 
to sustain the attack made upon it^by the opposite wing of the enemy 
led on by Sofieyan the son Ui Abred, at length gave way; and quitting the 
field in the utmost disorder, brought on the total discomfitHre of the whole 
er.*ny. Under these alarming circumstances Abdurraihman continued^ 
notwithstanding, with a steady eye and unappallcd attention, to view the 
progress of his misfortune, from a moveable tribunal on which be had 
taken his station during the action ; and from which, with his voice and 
gestuic, he now endeavoured to rally the fugitives, of whom a few were at 
•last prevailed on to make a stand round his person. In this situation, the 
arrow's of the enemy falling thick about him, he was accosted by one of 
his followers, who intreated that he would descend from the tribunal, if he 
did not wish to expose himself to immediate captivity ; and that fortune 
might yet, on some future pccasion, bring to bis standard those that would 
still enable him to take ample vengeance on bis enemies : and he was at 
last persuaded to withdraw from the danger, setting his face once more 
towards K^fah ; to which he was followed by those who had escaped the 
slaughter of the field of battle. On his arrival, he proceeded unarmH to 
the residence of his family ; from whom betook an afieclionate leave, with 
assurances that the same benevolent being who had hitherto provided for 

*From the 15th of April, to tlieSlthofJuIjr. 

^ N i 
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A,H.LXXXn. them, would not forsake them in his absence ; and having thus bidden farewel 
A D.roi. to bis children, he quitted liMah for the last time. 

Tarikli Satisfied with having driven his adversary from the field of battle, 
Tebry. Hcjauje restrained his troops from the pursuit; causing it to be proclaimed 
to the Vanquished, that all such as repaired to him, should be safe from 
injury. He soon afterwards came to Kfifah ; and having demanded from 
the inhabitants a renewal of their allegiance, appears to have confined his 
vengeance to a few only of those who had ventured to declare for the 
party of Abdurraihman. Among these was Kcmmeil or Mekkeil, one of 
the sons of the celebrated Zaiaud, at a very advanced age. 

Of the numerous progeny of Mohilleb equally distinguished for personal 
valour and ability, Moghairah dying about this period in Kborassauii, of 
which he had been left in charge, while his father was engaged on the 
other side the Jeyh^n, in the neighbourhood of Kesh, as has been already 
noticed, Mohilleb transferred the cmploymcnla rendered vacant by the 
death of his brother, to bis other son Yezzeid ; and having conc:luded with 
the inhabitants of Kesh, to which he had probably laid siege, a treaty, by 
which they contracted for the payment of a stipulated tribute, he returned 
in jierson into Khorassaun ; but falling ill f)f a burning tliunhoea^ on hia 
arrival near Morfi ul rfid, or Merfi on the river, he there expired in the 
month of Zilhudje, of the year eighty-two;* bequeathing his government 
to Yezzeid, although he acknowledged his inclinations to be in favour of hia 
other son Haheih. lie this, however, as it may, Yez^eiiLwas confirmed 
by Hcjaiije, in the government of Khorassaun. 

On his recent flight from Kufah, Abdurraihman directed bis steps 
towards Bassorah ;but as that city was held for Hejanje by one of his captains 
of the name of Obaidnllah, the latter announced to Ahdnrraihnian on his 
appearance in the neighbourhood, that he shoufd oppose his entrance into 
the place ; he was therefore compelled to proceed to a station called 
Meskah, or Mesken.t where he entrcuched himself, conducting the 
waters of the adjoining river into the ditch with which he was surrounded; 
aud here he prepared to hazard another conflict with his formidable oppo- 
nent, being joined by some troops from Khorassaun, and by numbers 
who escaped from Kfifah. Uejauje, being on his side further reinforced 

* January, A. D. 702 . 

t Something similar to this is to be found in the name of Mokesseh, some distance on the- 
Tigris, above its junction uitli the Euphrates, 
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by a detachment from the same province under Abdu!9)€iek» a fifth oftbe,iV.H,LXXXn(i 
sons ofMohilieb, advanced without delay to attack the position in Which 
Abdurrailiman had fortified himself. After a gallant resistance of fifteen Tafikh ' 
days, and as many nights, to the incessant efibrts of Hejauje, Abdurraihman Tebiy. 

was againldefeated, and driven to make the best of his way for the province 
of Seiestaun ; where he might probably hope to retrieve his shattered for- 
tunes. He was, however, closely pursued by Mahommied the son of 
Hejauje, overtaken on his retreat, and finally routed ; his force being now 
too greatly reduced to oppose any effectual resistance to his pursuers. He 
contrived, notwithstanding, to escape through Kermaun, to Zarenjet 
expecting that he should tliere find a temporary asylum from his misfor- 
tunes, since the governor was an officer of his own creation, tn this he 
was destined to be disappointed. The gates of the towp were closed 
against him ; and he was compelled, after remaining for some time before it, in 
the hope that a sense of gratitude might yet operate in his favor, to continue 
his retreat to Host, in the same direction ; the commander of which was 
also an officer of his own appointment. Here he experienced at first the 
most friendly reception, the more effectually to ensnare him to his ruin. 

His followers, however, had no sooner dispersed jn the confidence of 
security, than his person was seized and loaded with fetters, for the pur- 
pose of being delivered over to the mercy of Hejauje. Jlut Uetteil the 
prince of Katmt, being apprized of this detestable piece of treachery, hast- 
ened at the head of his troops to surround the town ; sending to acquaint the 
governor that if he injured a hair of Abdurraihmaii’s head, he should not 
quit the spot, until he had impaled him and liis garrison before the gatea 
of the place. Ily these menaces he succeeded in intimidating the traitor ; 
wli(» consented to release the person of Abdurraihman, provided hia con- 
duct should be no further called in question; and Abdurraihman being 
accordingly dismissed in safety, departed in company with his preserver, 
from whom he continued to experience for some time the most humane ancl 
generous treatment. 

In the mean time, unwilling to confide to the doubtful clemency of 
Hejauje, the adherents of Aiidurraihman again gradually assembled and 
followed their chief into Seiestaun, to the number of sixty thousand men ; 
and he was induced to put himself once more at their head. He had 
availed himself of the return of his power to punish, as he deserved^ the 



iiiitrtte ^lib “tad dosed ageitist him the jjata 6f Zarerje, when the troopi 
A.D.703. ofHejauje under Aumar theson of Temeim, were announced to be at 
Tarikh received from his followers a proposal to abandon Seiestaun, 

Tebiy. and proceed into the more spacious and populous province of Kherassaun ; 
where they expressed their belief that they -should be joined by more 
numerous bands of malcontents than had been formerly experienced. 
Abdurraihman in vain endeavoured to dissuade them from this design, by 
representing that Yeezeid tire lieutenant of Khora^^sauii, was possessed of 
too much courage and ability to relinquish his province without opposition ; 
in which he would doubtless be assisted by the whole force of the Syrian 
party ; but he was ultimately constrained to yield to their importunities, 
"fhey had however proceeded no further than Herat, when they found that 
one of their most distinguished captains had deserted them with twelve 
thousand men: and Abdurraihman, embracing the opportunity to remind 
them of the arguments which he had urged against this iiijudgetland impru- 
dent intrusion, announced his resolution to quit them, and take up his 
«bode with his faithful ally, the prince of Kabhl ; for whi^sc terr-itory he 
immediately departed with all those who were piirticularly attacind to his 
person : the Ir&kian insurgents chasing his namesake Abduriaihman the 
Hashemite, the son of Alibas, for their general. 

Yezzeid the son of Mohilleb, on intelligence of this irruption into the 
boundary of his province, dispatched to infonii the general of the intruders^ 
that however numerous its inhabitants, tlic world was yet wide eii.iugh 
for ail ; if he sought supplies, he would assist him liberally, but he must 
caution him immediately to retire. To this, the Hashemite desired it 
might be understood, that in entering Khorassaun, he neither entertained 
any design of hostility, nor of taking up a permanent abode. His object was 
to repose for a few days only, after which he should proceed on bis march^ 
Of the assistance, however, which Yezzeid thought fit to offer, he 
disclaimed the necessity. Abdurraihman, nevertheless, crHjtiiiued station, 
ary, and proceeded to lay every species of arbitrary exaction o,n the inha- 
bitants; which compelled Yezzeid to hasteii his prepararions for the 
expulsion of the insurgents. He accordingly Icf^ Mer6 Shahjahaun, 
(Mer6 of the great king) the then capital of Khorassaun, in charge of his 
uncle Khodeia, and marched at the head of eight thousand num in two 
divisions, by the route of Merh ui rud, (Merii on the river Mdrghaub) t# 
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dislodge the invaders from'nerttt. On reaching the neighhnitfhpodnf that 
city, he sene how ever a further meiaage to the Hashemite^ tadeahws thit| A*D*7ea. 
now he had sulFicienily reposed bimselft grown fnt, and nbandintly 
replenished his treasury, he would withdraw without further ioConvieOU Jkkrgi 
ence. That if he was not yet satisfied with what he bad collected from the 
people, he was still willing to supply him to his heart’s content. He was 
only desirous that he should quit the province, from a wish, to the teat’ 
iDOinent, to avoid engagingJu hostilities with him^ 

These overtures made, however, no impresiion upon the new ob^f of' 
the invaders, who openly prepared for battle ; and as Yezzeid became ndw 
apprized of his- attempts clandestinely to seduce his troops from their 
fidelity, he declared that he could no longer preserve any medium ; that he 
must either hasten to breakfast at the expence of his enemy, or his enemy ' 
might chance to sup at the expi^nce of himself; and he therefore determined' 
to assail him without furrlicr delay. ^ Being however, from his extraordinary- 
corpulence, unable to take an active part in the conflict, he consigned liis 
army, after having disposed it for battle, to the management of bis brother 
MCisekkel, a sixth of the sons of Mohilleb whose name has been rescued 
from oblivion ; and seated himself calmly on a chair, from which- he might 
view to advantiige the exertions of the combatants. After a contest Of 
some duration, fortune declared against the Hashemite ; whose army was 
entirely defeated, leaving a multitude of prisoners in the bands of the oon- 
queror. Among these was Mabomraed the son. of the celebrated Saud«>e* 

Wokauss, to whom, from his extraordinary stature, they gave the appdia* 
tion of Zil Shey taun. lie was conveyed to Hejauje, by whom, after suffer* - 
iiig the most brutal treatment, he was condemned to lose his head. 

Seduced hy the promises, or intimidated by the threats of aHIXXXIY* 

Rcttcil the prince of Kabul, in the year eighty-four, treacherously seiaed a. D.704. 
upon the person of his guest, the unfortunate Abdurraihiaan the grandson 
of Aisbauih ; whom lie conveyed together with the remnant of bis-lblldweiis, ul-aklibaur.^- 
for the purpose of being deliverwi up, tow'ards the camp of A^nnnr^ -dr/ 

Auniaurah, who comman(U'd the troops on that frontier. Watching, how^ 
ever, his opportunity, Abdurraihman threw himself from a precifnee on the 
way, and by an immediate dissolution, frustrated the vindictive designsof-his 
sitemiea. i)uring the same year,. Hejauje laid the foundation of W auMit, 
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A.11.CXXXIV. a town situated, as the name implies, about midway between Bassorah 
A. D. 704. and Khfah, on the river Tigris. 

Khol&ussut^ Durin g the fullowing year* Yrzzeid the son of Mohil*eb was recalled 
nl-akbbBun from the government of Khorassaun, attd imprisoned by Mrjauje; by whom 
Kateibah theson of Mosslem, the Baholitc, perhaps Ikbelite or Babylorjian, 
of whom much hereafter, was now selected to superintend in that import* 
ant province. The other events of the year eigliiy-five, thought worthy of 
record, are the death of Abdulazziz, who presided in £gy))t under the 
' authority of his brother ; the assignment of that province by Abdulnielck 
to his son Abdullah ; and the nomination by that prince of Walid to succeed 
him in the Khelaiifut, with reversion to his second son Siiliman. 

A.H.t.XXXVf. ^*shty-8ix, and in the middle of the month of Shavaul, 

A. D. roA. terminated the life and reign of the Khahf Abdulmelek, at tlie mature age of 
rthorsthof sixty. If we calculate from the period at which he first received the 
October, allegiance of the Syrians to the day of his death, he enjoyed the throne of 
the Khalifs, according to the Tcbrian chronicle, for twenty-one years, one 
month, and fourteen or fifteen days. But as he could not be justly consi- 
dered as entire master of the empire, until the death of Abdullah Zobair, 
in the seventy-third of the Hidjcrah, bis reign as sole and undisputed 
Khalif may be limited to thirteen years four months and seven days. 

We are gravely told in tlieTankh guzeidah, that some time previous to 
his death, Abdulmelek dreamed that he made water four times in the pulpit 
of the Kaaubah ; which was considered, by his flatterers, as indicating that 
four of his children should be called to the imperial dignity. Neither >va9 
It, at any rate, contradicted by the event ; since his four sons, Walid, Suli- 
maun, Yezzid, and Heshaum, each of them successively asceflded the 
throne of their father. And in truth, continues the author of the same 
work, the sovereignty of the race of Ommeyah cannot be considered as 
any thing less than such a gross pollution of the sanctuary of the believers. 
Nevertheless, he cannot withhold from this prince the merit of promoting 
liberal knowledge, in the translation of the works of the Persian poets 
Into Arabic, which was first encouraged under his reign. 

His birth is said to have taken place in the twenty-sixth of the Hidjerab, 
under the reign of Othman ; of whose tragical exit, at ten years of age, he 
was a spectator. In addition to the familiar appellative of Abdulwalidj 
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by which this prince may have been known in domestic Jife, those who a.H LXXXVt. 

have been inclined to treat his memory with severity, have bestowed 

npon him the harsher names of Shaikh ul hidjaurah, or father flint, from T^ikhTeb. 

his avaricious temper, and Abdulzebaub, or father of flies, from the lyaiidKhol- 

oflTensiveness of his breath ; which was such, that if a fly settled on his lips, «uMufc-ul^kh- 

it immediately perished. He was, by four wives, the father of sixteen 

sons and three daii^liters. Of his sons, four have been just mentioned. 

A fifth, Mosslemali, became v(?ry celebrated under the succeeding reigns. 

1 he others, it would be scarcely necessary to name. lie is further said 
to liave had for his concubine one of tbe daughters of the Khalif Ally. 
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CHAP. XIV. 

H aving committed his father*s remains to the silent mansions of the 
dead, Walid succeeded without opposition to the throne of the 
Khahfs, continuing to llcjauje, with all his former powers, the govern- 
ment of Irak and Khorassaun. In eighty-seven, he removed fleslianm 
the son of Issmaiiil the Mekhzi^mite from the government of Medcinah, 
and deputed hiscouzin, the virtuous Omar the son of Abduluzziz, to preside 
over that city, and its dependencies. 

Kateibah the son of Mosslein, delegated by IL*jauje to the government of 
Khorassaun, had reached Morb some time in the former year; and resolved 
to signalize his administration, by extending the dominion of [ssISm into 
the neighbouring territory of the infidels. And for this purpose, having 
succeeded in animating the zeal of his followers, he assembled a competent 
force, whom he led towanis the district of Talekan. IJe was there met 
by some of the principal inhabitants of Ualkh and the adjoining villages, 
who conducted him across that branch of the Oxus. Passing that river, 
he received a deputation, with presents, from the prince or petty chief of 
Tchcghatiian, and soon after from those of Ekhrfin or Ekrfin, and Shaman, 
both in Tokharestaun. And having concluded a treaty with these several 
chiefs, by which they agreed to become tributary to his government, he 
retiirncd to Merill. But before he recrossed the Jeyhuii on this occasion, 
he found himself engaged in hostilities with the people of Balk h, who had 
receded from their treaty with him. In the course of these hostilities, 
among the captives who fell into the hands of his troops, was the wife of 
Bermek, the fiuher ofKhaledben Berniek. This female was consigned to 
the share of Abdullah the son of Mosslem, the brother of Kateibah ; but 
the people of Baikh shortly afterwards concluding a fresh treaty with him, 
the latter directed that the several captives should be set at large : the 
Vfiit of Bermek declaring, however) on her departure, that she was preg- 
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nant by the Arab, Abdullah |cflt it on his death bed as a charge to his A.H.LXXXVII. 

sons, that they should either claim the child, of which the woman had A D. 706. 

Announced herself pregnant, or call it after his name. In the mean time, the Tarikti 

lady was restored to her husband. In the reign of the Khalif Mehcdy the T«bry. 

son of U1 Munsiir dow^nek, both Khaled and his mother became subject 

to this claim on the part of the sons of Abdullah ; but appear to have been 

liberated from it by the decision of their cousin, Mosslnn the son of Katei- 

bah. The same Khaled, reputed the son of Rermek, but whom, from 

these circumstances, the author seems disposed to believe the oil^pring of 

the forced intercourse with Abdullah, cmbra‘*iiig the profeasion of medicine; 

and having at a suiisequent period estahhshed some reputation for medical 

skill, by performing a considerable cure on Mossleuiab the son of Abdul- 

niclck, bet anie the founder of the celebrated fatnily of the* Uarmeerdes. 

After intimidating Neiiek, the petty pnnee of Radgheiss, to siibinissiou, 
the arms of Kateibah were next eifiployed in a remoter quarter; in the 
subjugation ol Ib'^kund, denominated the city of merchants, here described 
as nearest to tlic bouijdary^of Kiiorassaun of the towns on the Rbleb ruil, 
the river of liokbara, and situated on the edge of the desert. In the course 
of this expedition lie was exposed to considerable danger ; bis communica- 
tion with Kliorassauii being for some time entirely destroyed. But ho 
sunnoiHited every obstacle by his own invincible intrepidity and persever- 
ance. riie ultimaif capture of Ijeykuiid rewarded him with an incalcula- 
ble booty ; even more than hatl hitherto f.illen into the hands of the 
Mahomniodaiis by the conquest of the entire province of Khorassaiin; and 
the unfortunate merchants of th<' town, having l>ecn absent on a trading 
excursioii while their country was assailed by the enemy, and (iiidiiig their 
halntatioris desolate on their return, contributed further to enrich the 
invaders, hy the ransom which they paid for the recovery of their wives and 
children. The ornaments alone, of wliich these women had bc’en plundered, 
being melted dow n j;ri)(iii(*ed, in gold, one hundred and b!ty tliousund 
mcskals, of a dr.iiTi and a half each. Among the artklcs of the booty, , is 
also described an image of gold, ot fifty thousand meskais ; t*f wLiclj tiiq 
eyes were two pearls, the ix(]iiisite beauty and niagnitinlc of w’liicli, 
excited the surprise and admiraLion of Kateibah. They were transmuted 
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by him, with a fifth of the spoil, to llcjaiije, together with a request that 
he niighr be peniiitteci to distribute, to the troops, the arms which had been 
found ill the place in great profusion. The soldiers became so enriched by 
the spoils of this wealthy city, that they puiehused arms and hors('s at 
almost any price, and even fought for them among themselves; as an 
illustration of which, the author remarks, that a cuirass, or coat of mail, v\aa 
valued at seven hundred dirhems,* and a spear, or lance, at seventy 
dirliems.f 

III the second month of Juminaudy, of tlie year eighty-eight, the strong 
city of 'ruiinah, probably Tyaiia, was eaplun d by a division of the Miihom- 
medan troops under Mosslemali the son of Abdolmeh k. I he same year 
gave birth to Yez^eid the son of the Khalif V\'alid : and a littl iM-fon ^ that is 
to say ill the month of Suffer of the year eighty, Omar .\l>i!nl.iz/iz pro- 
ceeded, by the Khalifs instructions, to the eiiJargomeiit of tin- nn scjue of 
the prophet at Aledeinali ; being anthoiizcd for that puipose to purchase at 
an equitable valuation, from the women of Mahoiiimetrs family, and other 
proprietors, the conlignous dwellings, so as to give to tin* sacred edifice a 
ground plan of two liundred erishj square. Atiundred artifict rs were sent 
by VValid from DamasciLS, to assist in carrying on the woik but what 
appears raihiT extraordinary, is, tliat the Cheek emperor§ should have 
furnished at the recpicst of VValid an hundred workmen, and one hundred 
thousand nieskalsof gold, to promote the undertaking ; while Mosslemali, 
at the head of the troops of the Khelaufut was making continual incroaeh- 
mentson his dominions ; the three towms of Constanteiii, Ghczzalah, and 
llessen ul Elirem, being all captured from him iu the course of the year. 

The following year the Mahoinmedan troops were again employed in the^ 
territories of the Grtek emperor, in two separate divisions, the one under 
Mosslemali proceeding to the reduction of S^reiiiali, described as a place 
of great strength and opulence; and the other under Abbas the son of 
Walid, to tbe snhjugatioii of Erzdiiah, Maniilkriah, Erkula, and Keyiilah, or 
Kebulah, probably in Asia minor; but of which, the names are scarcely in 
a single iqstaiice to be recognized in the kbnography of the present day* 
Mgm(ii:iah and ErkCila may, however, be Amorium, and IrJeraclea or Erekli, 
In the reduction of some of these places, Abbas is said to have experienced 
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considerable resistance on the part of the enemy, in the field, but not to A 
D-eveiii the, ultimate subjugation of all, iir the course of the campHign. At _ • ■ __J. 
file same time, we find Mosslemah, before the conclusion of the year, M 
op, used to the Turks on the side of Aaerbayjaun, and chaciiig them to the l«»y. 

gates of Derbiincl. • • u i u j u j* 

Having failed on a former expedition, in which he had bee^ engaged 
against tV'khara, Kateihah proceeded in the year ninety. \n consequence 
of instructions from Hejanje, to makr* a fresh attempt T^jainst that celebrated 
citv. After be had commenced the investiture of the place, he was 
attacked with great iinpctunsity hy 'che Inhabitants reinforced by the 
noiolibonring Tartar trilies, and driven in the utmost consternatitm to his 
camp; but his troops being at list compelled to n'turn to the combat, by 
the blows and reproaches of their women, the lartars were repulsed to 
their former position. Nevertheless, the Arabs appear to have been so 
completely t( rriliod on this occasion,, that Kateibah in vain endeavoured to 
animate them to repeat their attack ; until a division of the Benni Temeim, 
not exceeding eight hundred men, having thrown a temporary bridge oyer 
the river which sep.inted them from the enemy, passed, under one of their 
chiefs to the opposite side, and resolutely falling in among the Tartars, 
succeeded in putting them to confusion. The troops of ICateibah, cncour-. 


aged by his voice to take advantage of the disorder which was soon to 
pervade the squadrons of the enemy, now hastened across the river to 
the assistance of their associates ; and enabled them to complete the victory, 
with prodigious slaiigliter to the people of Bokhara, and their allies the 
Tartais; of whom the Kliagan, or Khakan, and his son, were both wounded. 
Discouraged by this defeat, Terkhaii, prince of Sogdiana, and probalily 
of Bokhara, hastened to solicit terms from Kateibah ; from whom he 
obtained peace, on engaging for the payment of a stipulated tribute, an4 
giving hostages for the performance of the treaty. 

K ileibcih was now returning to Merh ; when Neirek, who appears to 


have been prince of Tokharestaun, and had accompanied him on this last 
expedition, taking some occasion, of discontent, on parting with him, to 
proceed into his own territory, openly revolted against his authority ; and 
prevailing upon the chiefs of Meru ul riid, Balkh, Talekan, and the surround- 
ing places, to unite in his designs, further engaged the prince of 
Kabul to support him in case of emergency. To check the progtess of 
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A* H. XC. 0ii« dangerous conspiracy, Kateibah, the greater part of whose 
A.D.709. troops had already dispersed to their ordinary stations, at first dis- 

Tarikh patched his brother Abdtirraihinan, to make head against the revol- 

Tcbry. ters ; but followed in person, witli all the troops he could collect, as 

soon as the winter was over. In the neighbourhood of Talekan his 

’ advanced guard under Ai)durraihinan was attacked by the insurgents, 
whom he, however, repulsed at the first onset ; and pursuing them with 
great exeemiou, marked the progress of his vengeance by either impaling 
or hanging them on gibbets for the space of four farsangs. Proceeding to 
Meru ul rud, and thence to Baikh, he there, as well as in the towns in the 
neighbourhood, succeeded without great difficulty in restoring bis authority. 
But, without proceeding to detail these operations at length, it is sufficient 
to observe, that this rebellion occupied the utmost atfention of Kateibah 
for several months ; Neirek having secured himself in the inaccessible 
passes at the hack of Tokharestan. From these he was, however, ultimately 
seduced by the address of Seleini Naussth, a skilful agent of Katcibairs ; 
by whom he was persuaded to quit the impivgiiahle post, or castle of 
Lerouh, to which he had retired, and delivi r liiiuself into the hainis of 
his master, without even stipulating for personal safety, Kateiliah seemed 
at fust disposed to spare him ; but the oK'ers of the inexoiahle IJejanje con- 
demned the enemy of Mussulmans, the irrec'iaimalde apostate, to death. 
And he accordingly suffered, together with two nephews and sevtual more 
of his family, to the number of seven, who, with him, had heeii thus 
betrayed into the hands of Kateibah. 

A. H. XCT. In the year ninety-one, the governor of Shuman having withheld his 
A.D-709-10. tribute, and expelled the agents of Kateiliah, that chieitaiu again passed 
the Jeyhun ; and havhig killed the refractory governor of Shuman in action, 
and reduced the town, continued his march to Kesh and Nekhsheb, and 
ultimately to Bokhara ; all of which had embraced the opportunity of his 
absence to cancel their engagements, and WTre again, without much diffi- 
culty, compelled to return to their allegiance. His brother Abdurraihman 
was now detached against Terkh 5 ii the prince of So^lid, formerly noticed, 
whom he as easily terrified into submission, as his neighbours. Having 
once more established a nominal auihoritv iu these fertile regions, Kati i- 
bah returned as usual to the capital of his goverrimHut. In the mean time 
the natives of Soghd,or Sogdiana, the territtuy of Sam irc.unl, rose against 
the authority ofTerkhuii; declaring that they could no longer submit to b^ 
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governed by a prince who had so disgracefully compromised the honor of a. H. XCI. 
hiscountry» in the humiliating treaties which he had cohcluded^th their A. D. 710* 
barbarous invaders ; that his age had moreover rendered his government Tarikh 
no longer desiiabie to them ; and that they were determined to elect Tcbi^ 
another in his stead. A prince or chief, of the name of Ghhrek was 
accordingly substituted for the deposed sovereign ; who not unreasonably 
remarking, that blond must he the inseparable concomitant of the loss of 
empire, immediately forced himself on the point of his sword. 

The same year Walid removed his uncle Mahommed the son of Mer- 
wauii, from the government of Jezzeirah, or Upper Mesopotamia, which 
he now bestowed on his brother Mosslemah : while he deprived his other 
brother, Abdullah, o\ the government of Itgypt, to bestow it on Kerrali 
the son of Shereik. In the course of the same year, the Khalif paid a 
visit to the two sacred cities, during which, he conferred the government 
of Mi'kkah on Abdullah Kesheiry ; with whom it continued to the death 
ofWalid. 

In the course of ninety-two, Mosslemah, and his nephew Omar the son 
of Walid, were again employed against the territory of the Greek emperor; A.D.710-II. 
in which they added to former conquests, by the reduction of three more 
towns or fortresses, of which, the names are not recorded. But what 
rendered this year most memorable, though but slightly noticed by our anti- 
quated original, was the passage into Spain of the troops of the Khelaufut, 
under 'liirik, by some authors represented as the son of Zeiaiid ; probably 
the same Zeiaud so distinguished as the reputed half brother of Mauweiah. 

However that may be, we learn from the manuscript before us, that he was 
opposed in the field by Uctouk, or Rutrik, the prince of the country, 
dcs(!eiided from the ancient monarchs of Persia ; most probably adverting 
to the Gothic origin of king Roderick. And that after an arduous conflict* 
of which, the king seated on his throne was a spectator, the Arabians were 
ultimately victorious ; the monarch being killed on the held of battle, and 
An*laliisia, and an immense booty, becoming the reward of the conquerors* 

An event, vhieh the loader will find more particularly described by the 
rapi<i and obKjiient pen of Mr. Gibbon. Another important occurrence which 
we find recorded under the year ninety-two, is the rcduction*of the island 
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A.H.Xcni. ofSerdibah, Serd&nah, or Sardinia, achieved by Mi^a the son of Nczzeifi 
A.D.711-12. one of the vassals of Walid. 

Tarikh After noticing the capture of Semeitali, Seleitah, aud Hessen uljedeid, 
Tebr^. all in the territory of the em))eror of Constantinople, which took place 
during the year ninety-three, the former by Abbas the son of Walid, and 
the two latter by Mosslemah, we are led to accompany the proceedings of 
Kateibah ; by whom the Mahommedan trftops were conducted in the 
course of this year into the province of Khorezm. The legitimate sover- 
eign of the country at this period bore the name of Jeyfal or Jeyfan ; who 
was induced to call in the aid of foreign force, by the usurpation, violence, 
end profligacy of a younger brother, of the name of Khhrzaudi As Jeyfal 
bad engaged to become his vassal, if Kateibah succetHled in destroying his 
brother, the invitation was cheerfully accepted ; and as Kateibah had 
already assembled his troops fur an expedition against the infidels, the 
messenger who returned into Kharezm with his reply, was instructed to 
circulate the report, that he was marching into Sogdiana. Lulled into 
security by such a report, Khurzad neglected the means of defence ; and 
betook himself with his followers, to the indulgence of his debauched 
babiis, until Kateibah was announced to have encamped at Hazaurasp, 
one of the principal towns of Kharezm. IJe became then aware of the 
correspondence between his brother and the invader ; and would have put 
the former to death had he not been apprehensive of the disposition of his 
soldiers; he therefore assembled his adherents, and came to Mcdeinet ul 
fell, the city of elephants, another of the cities of Kharezm ; Jeyfal, 
delivering Hazaurasp, and two other asps, or towns of his dominions, into 
the hands of Kateibah, on whose proteelion lie immediately threw himself. 

Terrified at the contemplation of dangers, against which he was so little 
prepared, Khfirz^d dispatched to propose an accommodation with Kateibah ; 
who announced to him in reply, that if he made his peace with his brother 
he had nothing toapprehend from himself. On this, declaring that afterali he 
could but die, Khurzdd chose the latter extremity rather than submission to 
to the mercy of a brother. And with this resoliiiion he came to give battle to 
Kateibah. The victory did not long remain in suspense f Jc fell into theh<>ndfl 
of his enemies, and was put to death by the orders of the Arabian general ; as 
were the whole of Ins adherents who could be collected togethi'r, to appease 
the yet unsated vengeance of Jeyfal. Kateibah then entered Medeinet 



\]) feil, having received from his ally, in compensation for his assistatac^, a A.H.XCUI. 
Iiuiidred captives and one hundred thousand suits of apparel. Jeyfal now A. D.zia. 
fixed his residence at the last mentioned city ; but as the prince^ of the tJarUih 
adjoining territory of Jaumjerd had- annoyed him by frequentshoaVilities, 
lie availed himself of the presence of Kateibah to put an end to all future 
inconvenience from that quarter. AbduTraihman the brother of Kateibah 
proceeded against the chief of Jaumjerd, killed him in battle, and took 
pfissession of the country ( after which he returned to Kateibah, with four 
thousand prisoners, all of whom were cruelly put to, death by that 
commander, who appears to have partaken, in an eminent degree^ iu the 
■anguinary disposition of liis principal. 

Whilst he yet remained at Medeinet u1 feil, after acljusting the concerns 
of the Kharezmian, it was suggested to Kateibah that if he was desirous of 
avenging himself on the people of Soghd end Samarkand, for their recent 
breach of treaty mid deposition of his tributary, he could not avail himself 
of a fairer opportunity than the present ; when he was at a distance of 
ten days journey from that celebrated capital. This design he immedi- 
ately determined to execute ( and having taken the precaution to conceal 
it under the most profound secresy, he sent for his brother Abdurraihman, 
end directed him to put his camp equipage in motion towards Meru^ 
Abdurraihman accordingly put these orders in execution t and had himself 
proceeded a day’s march with the army, when he received a letter from 
his brother, desiring him to quit the baggage and heavy equipments, and 
with alt his cavalry and infantry, immediately to take the route of Sogdi- 
Bua, without confiding his instructions to any person whatever; and that 
he should himself be with him at a moment’s warning. In the mean 
lime he apprized his followers on the spot, of the provocations which he 
had receivc'd from the people of Samarkand and the circumjacent territory, 
in withholding from him the stipulated tribute, and in deposing their lawful 
chief. He therefore called upon them to hasten with him to chastize this 
perfidious breach of treaty, declaring, that he was but little apprehensive ^f 
the event, lie then led them directly towards the territory of Soghd,p8ad ' 
invested the city of Samarkand ; his brother having arrived there four days 
tiefure him, at the bead of twenty thousand men. It has been already 
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A.H.XC1H. observed that a previous revolution had placed the -country under .the 
D. 713. authority of a prince of the name of Ghhrek». who had succeeded to the 
' Tarikh former chief called Terkhhn. 

'After contending in daily conflicts with. Iheir besiegers for some time> 
without the gates of the towni the garrison of Samaikand were heard one 
'day to expostulate with the Arabs, from their ramparts, on the inutility of 
those toils and dangers to which they were exposing themselves ; for they 
were assured in the writings of their forefathers, that their city was not to 
he subjugated, but by a person whose name implied the pack saddle, or 
dorsers of a camel. The circumstance coming to the ears of the general 
of the Mosslems, he immediately gave the usual cry of triumph, Allahfl- 
akbar, bis name of Kateibah bearing in the idiom of the Arabs that 
express aigniflcatioii. Ue therefore encouraged hU. followers by such aq 
assurance of success, to redouble their exertions against the enemy. The 
prince of Sarmakand bad, however, dispatched to solicit tlie aid of the peo.* 
pie of Auje, a neighbouring Tartar city,, whom he summoned to hi& 
support on considerations of mutual safety ; since there could be little 
expectation that when masters of Samarkand, the Arabs would forbear to 
extend their usurpation further intoTartary. This people hastened there•^ 
fore to the assistance of their neighbours, whom they desired to occupy the 
attention of their besiegers, while they should endeavour to make an 
■ attack upon them in the night. But the vigilance of Kateibah was not to 
be eluded by ao ordinary stratagem; he obtained intelligence of the design. 
The enemy fell into an ambuscade which he laid for them on their 
approach, and ^ere defeated with great loss ; and the Arabs pursuing them 
in their flight, were left to possess themselves of a vast booty, in arms and 
horses, and collars of gold, with which they returned io safety to their 
general. 

A breach was, however,, at last efiecCed in the walls of the city, by the 
warlike machines of Kateibah ; and some of the most daring of its defenders, 
having fallen by the skill of his archers, the besieged demanded a cessation 
of wrros to the following day, when they promised to capitulate. I'hc 
request was acceded to by Kateibah ; and a. treaty was the next day 
* accordingly concluded between him and the prince of Samarkand, by 
which the latter engaged for the annual payment of ten millions of dirhems,* 
and a supply of three thousand slaves ; of whom it was particularly stipu- 



lated, that none should either be in a state of infancy, or ineffective from old 
flge and debility. He further contracted that the ministers of his religion A.D>7ie. 
should be expelled their temples, and their idols destroyed and burnt ; 
that Kateibah should be allow^ to establish a mosque in the place of the Tcbrf. 
principal temple, in which, to dischaigC the duties of his falitfa ; and to 
to render the pollution complete, to regale himself according tf the usage 
of his nation. To all this, Ghbrek, with whatever reluctance, wascompelled 
to subscribe, and he proceeded accordingly to prepare for the reception of 
Kateibah ; who at the period agreed upon, entered Samarkand with a 
retinue of four hundred persons, selected from his own relatives, and the 
principal commanders of his army. fie was met by Ghurek, with a 
respect bordering on adoration, and conducted to the gate of the principal 
temple, which he immediately entered ; and after performing two rekkauts 
of the ritual of his faith, directed the images of pagan worship to be 
brought before him, for the purpose o£ being committed to the flames. From 
this some of the Turks or Tartars of Samarkand, endeavouring to dissuade 
him, by a declaration, that among the images, there was one, which if any 
person ventured to consume, that person should certainly perish \ 

Kateibah informed them, that he should not shrink from the 
experiment, and accordingly set fire to the whole collection with his own 
hands $ it was soon consumed to ashes, and fifty thousand meska ls of gold 
and silver, collected from the nails which had been used in the workman** 
ship of the images. Having then with his attendants partaken of a sump- 
tuous repast provided by Ghfirek for his entertainment, Kateibah called for 
secretaries, and dictated the substance of the following treaty. 

In the name of God, of the merciful most merciful ; these are the 
stipulations of a treaty entered into by Kateibah the son of Mosslem the 
“ BSLhelite on one part, and Ghfirek the Soghdian on the other, in behalf 
“ of the cities of Samarkand, and Kesh, and Nakhsheb, with the several 
“ places thereon depending. A^idelicet : The abovenamed Ghfirek, on 
** his part, engages fur the immediate payment of ten millions of dirhems, . 

and to secure to such agents, as may be established for the purpose, an 
** annual payment of twohundred thousand dirhems.* He further contracts 
^ to furnish the Mahommedan general with three thousand captives, of the 
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stipulated value of two hundred dirhema each,* and to be obedient to bin 
A 1). 712. *^good brother Walid the son of AbdulmSlek. Kateiltah on his part reci« 
Jarikh “ procally eoj^aging to entertain no designs to the prejudice of Ghi^rek ; to 

Tcbiy. “ adhere faithfully to the conditioniS of the treaty; and to continue the 

sovereignty of Samarkand, with the several finniahtios of the ring and 
seal, to that prince and to his issue.” The treaty was guarantied under 
the name of IheGod of Mahomined ; of Walid the son of Abdujm^lek ; of 
Hejauje and Kateibah,and finally of a|l the faithful. It was dated in the 
ninety-third year of the Uuljerah ; and h:iviu;jf iM'en rati6ed by the seal of 
Kateibah, and attested by those of his chief cotinnar.ders, it was in that 
state delivered into the han<ls of the subjugated jn'ince. Kaieihali now 
feturiied in triumph to the capital of Khorassaun ; find with the eustoniary 
fifth of the spoil, dispatched to announce to llnjanje the suceess of his 
expedition, from whom he received in return the most fl itteriiig eneoniiums 
on the achii vement of a conquest which had surpassed the exertions of all 
before him. He further euc<»uraged him to hold with a strong hand what 
God had thus bestowed upon him, and to evince by his actions that 
was not ungrateful. 

Accordingly, if we are to regard with any attention the statement of the 
author before us, the stipulations of the treaty with the prince of Samar- 
kand, did not long continue to influence the conduct of Ivatcibah. He had 
left his brother Ahdurraihman iu government of the city, with a sufficient 
garrisr>D and every requisite ; and with instructions to suffer no infidel to 
remain within its gates longer than a ring of wet clay preserved its 
moisture on his finger i for if it became dry before he quitted the town, he 
was to put the infidel to death without mercy, together with every Turk or 
Tartar whom be saw iu arms. And in these severe regulations be was to. 
fail at his peril. - 

In the course of ninety-three, Mfi^sa either received or affected to have 
received, the instructions of Walid, to remove T^ik from the government 
of Andalusia, and to establish his own son, Abdullah the son of MCtssa in. 
his place. Such at any rate is the constructmn which we are able to make 
of the passage of the original oo this subject. Our author continues to 
relate that T4rtk having however succeeded in vindicating his conduct in 
the presence and to the satisfaction ofMfissa, was by him se it to the city 
of Xoleitab) or Toledo ; berh said, but that is of little importance^ to bav% 
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been twenty days’ journey further within the Spanish or Andalusian terri<- A.H.XCtlL 
tory. We was probably tfventy days in conducting his army to the walls A. D. 71S. 
of that city ; and there lie is said to have found the table of SAlinian the Tarikh 
son of David, enriched with gold and jewels, to an amount beyond all Tebiy. 
human calculation. This, doubtless* was the table of emerald, described 
by Mr. Gibbon to liave l>een transported from the east by the Romans, and 
acquired.by the Goths among the spfuls of Ri>me. About the same period* 
the mild and lienevolent Omar the sou of Abdulazziz, was removed from 
tlie government of Medcinali, at the suggestion of Hejauje ; because he 
had made too frequent com plaints to the Khalif of the apprehensions, under 
w bicli the people of Ki^fah and all Irak were sufiering, from the violence of 
thesame Hejauje and his agents. 

Kateibah was employed during the ninety-fourth of the Hidjerah, in a A.H.XCIV. 
combined expedition against Khatije, or Ghaiije, anil FerghSnah, in which A.D.713-1S* 
he was assissted by twenty thousand auxiliaries from KlisLrezm, Kesh, and 
Naklisheb. On his arrival at Samarkand, lie dispatched the latter against 
tVio territory of Khauje ; while he proceeded with his own division towards 
Fergluinah, by the mute of Khojend. Here he appears to have met with 
cmisiderable opposition from the natives, but he surmounted all obstacles 
with bis usual good fortune ; and penetrating to Kashan, at this period* 
represenied as the capital of Ferglianah, the inhabitants were compelled to 
submit to ih^ same terms, as had been imposed upon the city of Samarkand 
and its dependencies. Kateibah returned agaiu triumphant to bis capital of 
MorA. 

Abr>iit the period of which we are now treating, Yezzeid the son of 
Mohiilcli, who had lieen for some time held in confinement by tlejauje, 
and cruelly persecuted for the payment of six millions of dirhems, alleged 
t<i be the arrears of the revenue of Khorassauii', contrived to escape from 
his guards ; and with his brothers, Mufuzzel and AbdulniAlek, took refuge 
w ith Suliman the brother of the Khalif, in Palestine. The death of Hejanje* 
which ltK)k place shortly afterwards, may probably have rescued them from 
that vengeance with which ho would otherwise never have ceased ta " 
pursue them. 

Of the many distinguished persons who had associated in the insurrec- 
tion of Abdurraihman the grandson of Aishauth, SauiJ the son of Hobair, 
bad rendered himself particularly obnoxious to liejanje, by his repeated 
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A.H.XCV. breach of faith and allegiance. Oa the final defeat of the design in 
A.D.713. which he had engaged against the authority of the tyrant, this person had 
Tarikh^ alternately removed, as the danger of seisure menaced him, from Isfiihaun 
Tebiy. to Azerbaijan, and from thence, after a residence of some years, to Mek- 
knh, where he now remained. Previous to the arrival of Khaled the son 
of Abdullah Keshoir, from whose malevolent temper they boded him no 
good, his friends advised him to consult his safety by removing to some 
other place. Of this precaution, however, Sauid refused to avail himself ; 
declaring, that he was at last ashamed before God and man, of the fugitive 
and ignominious existence to wiiich lie had so long submitted ; and that, 
at any rate, he should not die before the period inscribed by his creator on 
the record of his destiny. Accordingly when Khaled reached Mekkali, 
one of the earliest (ibjects of bis attention, was to apprize Hejaiije that 
several of the chiefs of Irak, who had conspired against his authority some 
years ago, were now residing under his government. And on this, Hejauje 
wrote to Walid to intimate, that if he saw nothing to the contrary, he 
should request his highness's permission to ;dispose of these men, in a way 
which he well knew how to prepare for them. In consequence of which, 
orders were immediately dispatched to Mekkali, to seize the obnoxious 
persons, and convey them to Hejauje. 

Such, however, was the veneration in wdiich this Sauid, one of the last 
of the survivors of the prophet’s companions, was still held by ail classes of 
the people, that on his way towards Waussit, where lie was to be brought 
before Hejauje, one of the guards who had him in custody, declared that he 
had been admonished in a dream, to shun the guilr of Sauid’s blood ; and 
he therefore entreated him to embrace the opporruiuty, which he now 
offered him, to make his escape. But. the same resolution to abide his 
destiny, which had recently fortified him against the remonstrances of his 
friends, now influenced him to decline the offer ; and he was soon after- 
wards conducted to the presence of Hejauje. 

As he had, when questioned as to the motives by which he had been 
actuated in his conduct towards Hejauje, ^with sufficient candour replied, 
that with other Mfissulmans he had been occasionally subject to error, the 
tyrant appeared for a moment disposed to relax from his ordinary severity ; 
but proceeding, in the course of the conference, to allege that'he was bound 
wader certain indispensable obligations to the grandw^ of Aisbautb, the 



4TO 

indignation of Hejauje was excited ; and he angriiy demanded, #t^ii the AM.XCY. 
capture of Mekkah, when he had triumphed over the son of Zobai^, and A;D. 714. 
fi'quired the allegiance of the inhi^itants for Ahdulmtiek, he was not jarikk 
among those who pledged their fidelity on that occasion. Again, when Tebrg. 
he took possession of KiUah,and required a similar pledge of submission to 
the Khahfs authority, if he had not been equally ready to concur with' the 
inhabitants of that place. And lastly, if he had not confirmed all these 
obligations, by taking him under his own personal protection. ^Ahd 
couldst thou,” added Uejauje sternly, when Sauid had admitted the truth 
of the statement, ^^couldst thou so easily absolve thyself of thy fidelity, thus 
doubly pledged to thy sovereign, to fulfil thy engagements .with e 
^‘traitor?” And without further ceremony, directed the executioners of 
his vengeance to strike off his head ; when, strange to* relate, the head, 
though. severed, from the lifeless trunk, and weltering on the floor, repeated 
three times, in a manner to be perfc.ctly intelligible, the former half of the 
Mahommedan creed, Laiilauh H Ufiah there is no God but God t 
Surprised and disconcerted by a circumstance so extraordioaiy, Hejauje 
gave expression to his foclMigs, by bitterly cursing that spawn of a. Christian 
parent, Khaled the son of xVbdullah, whose officiousness had compelled 
him to be the witness of such an appalling spectacle; for if left to hisown 
inclinations, Sauid might still have survived, with full remission for the 
past, though be were perfectly apprized of the place of his abode at Mek- 
kah. In forty days from the execution of the son of Hobair, Uejauje was 
himself summoned before the eternal judge, to answer for bis misdeeds ^ 
tlie ghastly resemblance of Sauid never ceasing to haunt bis imagination 
the day of his death. 

When the sickness of death had thoroughly reduced the unhallowed 
frame of Hejanje, cibserves another historian,* be ventured to consult an 
astrobgcr whether the position of Uie stars, that year, prognosticated the 
demise of any person in power. To which tlie astrologer replied, that a 
prince would shortly die, w'ho either bore or had borne the appellation of 
Kelleib ; and ilc'jauje confessing that his^ mother bad in his infancy been 
accustomed to address h4m by that name, (puppy, perhaps) the astrologer 
rashly declared that the person whose .death was indicated could he no 
other than himself. “ At least thou shah precede me,” said Uejaqje^and 
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A.H.XCV. th^uii|i>rtunatewizzard was ordered to be immediately dispatched 1>y thh 
A. D. 714. attendants. 

Tarikh This ferocious tyrant, whose memory has been indeed loaded with sufficient 
gftzeidah. obloquy by the Sheiahs, and whom he on his part hever ceased to perse- 
cute with unsparing vengeance, expired, at' the age of (ifty-four) about the 
twenty-hlth day of the month of Uamzaun, in the ninety-fifth year of the 
Hidjerah.* Some time previous to his .death he complained that his 
bowels were lacerated by dogs ; and a roll of flexible silk being passed 
down his throat, by the physicians who attended, it was drawn up, covered 
w'ith vermin. And though it does not appear to have rendered his goverti- 
ment at all more palatable, it is recorded, probably as a proof of his 
boundless prodigality in the public expenditure, that among the disciples 
of the Koran, he was the first \iho, on one occasion, displayed a thousand 
tables for the entertainment of the people; or in a single donation disbursed 
ft million of direms. 

Exclusive of those who perished in battle, the amount of whom could 
he estimated by him alone who knows all things, there fell by the arbitrary 
mandates of Hejauje, not less than one hundred and twenty thousand per- 
Bons.f Nevertheless, in a dream, in which he is said to have appeared to 
some one a short time after his death, he is made to declare, that, though 
for each on this numerous list of the victims of his fury, divine justice was 
satisfied with inflicting on him the punishment of a single death ; yet that for 
the execution ofSauid alone, he was condemned to suffer seventy times 
the agony of dissolution.^ There were, after all, found in the different 
prisons of his government, when providence thought fir to relieve mankind 
from his oppressions, no less than thirty thousand men, and twenty 
thousand ' women ; many, of these confined in. that species of prison 
invented by himself, without roof ; in which, alternately exposed to the 
scorching rays of the sun, and the vicissitudes of cold heat and rain, the 
unhappy victims were left to suffer uqder every variety of pain and 
wretchedness. 

To the execration in which he was universally held by the subjects of 
bis authority, Hejauje was not entirely a stranger. One day while passing 
through a piece of ground in the neighbourhood of Medeinah, he observed 
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a man employed in the culture of (he aoil; with wholly entering io(6A.H.XCT. 
conversation, he asked him, among other questionsi what aort of a man he A.D. 714. 
constdered Uejauje to be. The peasant, ignorant of the person to whom Kjltolaaiiuu 
he was addressing himself, very bluntly replied, that he was a profligate ami ul-akhlmur 
flagitious miscreant. ** Knowest thou me,*^ said Hejaitje ; ** perhaps qot,?* Tarikii 
replied the peasant ; “ I am Hejaiije,” exclaimed the tyrant.” “ And li? 
added the peasant with considerable presence of mind, ** knowst thou who 
“ 1 am ?” “ No,” said Hejauje : “ I am,” proceeded the other, “ one of 
** the clients of the unfortunate house of Zobair, among my other afflictions, 

^ subject to a derangement of intellects for three days in the year. To 
** my misfortune, that on which we have met is one of those days.” 

Smiling at the promptitude of the reply, Hejaige quitted him without fur« 
thcr notice. On his death bed he also appears to have been haunted with 
a similar curiosity on this subject ( and he eigployed one of his conflden* 
tial servants to collect from the conversation of the people their opinion ' 
of his character. Pie had the consolation to learn, that, if there waa^ 
a finger’s breadth in hell, it would be reserved for Hejauje. 

Among the circumstances recorded under the ninety-fifth of the Uid<* 

Jerali, we fiiid the birth of Abdullah the son of Ally, and great grandson of 
Abdullah Abbas, at a subsequent period sufficiently celebrated under the 
title of Ab6 JaufTer, or more contemptuously of Abh dowanik ul Manser,* 
the second Khalif of the house of Abbas ; and a mortality at Bassorab, 
which carried off, to the number of three hundred a day ; fallowed by an 
earthquake, the shocks of wbicih were repeated for forty days successively.f 

There appears, however, to have been one person in the empire, ta 
whom at least, the death of Hejauje became a matter of serious regret. 

And this was the able and warlike subgovernor of Khorassaun, whoB» 
tnterests he had ever strenuously promoted ; and who received theintellU 
gciice of that event, while engaged in a fresh expedition to complete the 
reduction of the territory of Khauje. He returned straight to Mefh, 
deeply lamenting his loss ; having frequently expressed bis conviction that'' 
while his patron lived, he should never have reason to be tired of exist* 
eace. Pie was, however in some degree consoled on his arrival at Meril, 
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.iJi.irMT. *>y the letters whlfch he rec*eived from WaVid, ttsUrin^him, that hiadialiii. 
A« U. 7i*‘ guished services agaiiist the etiOmies of his faith* were well’knoiva to "his 
Tarikh sovereign, who would not cease to promote his welfare and aggrandize- 
'^•biy. ment ; that it was expected he would continue bis. exertictps for the glory 
of IsslAm, with entire confidence id the (avor of the vicar of God ; and 
charging him at the same time, as usual, to be punctual in his correspon- 
dence, that the Khalif might, on all occasions, he apprized of hfa 
proceedings. 

Xowards the conclusion of his reign* Walid became desirous of frustrate 
A.H.XCVI. ipg the claims of his brother S&liman to the Succession, apd of securing 
A.D.715. it for his own son Abdulazziz. And for this purpose* having failed in 
some former applications, he was proceeding on a Journey to visit his 
brother, to obtain his concurrence, when he was suddenly taken ill* mid 
died on a Tuesday in the middle of the first month of Jummaudy,* of the 
year ninety-six ; at the age of forty-five, and after possessing thcKhelaufut 
for a period of nine years and three or four months. According to the 
Syrian writers, this monarch, in ability and intellectual endowments, was 
sot surpassed by any of the princes of the honse of Oinmeyab. Of his 
magnificence, the noble structure of the mosque of the Beiiui Oipnicyah 
at Damascus, and the re-edification and enlargement of that of the prophet 
at Medeinah may be cited as splendid proofs.f Another ascribes to him 
the rebuilding of the temple of Jerusalem, if tha^ place is always to be 
understood by the appellation of Mesjide aksy.:( The mosque at Medei- 
nah he decorated with m&rble pillars transported from Damascus, and a 
roof either of ebony, or of the Sauje or Sabin tree. And in the construc- 
tion of thfit of Damascus, exclusive of the valuable materials contributed 
by foreign princes, he is said to have expended aix millions of dinaurs of 
gold.§ Many aisa were the hospitals which be built for the reception of 
the sick, and the stranger, in which be set an excellent example to those 
who came after him. 

We have already noticed the conquests iu Spaiu> and the countries 
beyond, the Qx us, which were achieved under the reign of Walid. It 
•Iso appears that a portion of Hiiidfistaun, probably that Lying towards’ the 
delta of the Indus, was annexed to the territory of IsslHm under this reign, 
by Mahommed the son of Abu) Kesaem* one of the vassals of Hejauje, 
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We further leafii that Walid wm the firat who introduced into tbo 
aichitecture of hit mosquea, the slender structure of the minaretf for the A. D. 7i>. 
purpose of announcing the hour of prayer. And yet we are told that the jariUi 
majority of historians have recoitled this prince as a monster of oppression ; Teber* 
and bearing as well in name and disposition, a striking resemblance to the 
worst of the Pharaohs. He left nineteen bods, two of whom^ Ibrauhina 
and Yezzeid, at a remote period ascended the throne of the KhalifSb 

SuLiMAN the son of Abdulmelek, seventh Khalif of the house of Om* 

Ineyah, is said to have succeeded to the empire, and tea have received the 
homage of his subjects on the very day of hia brothers death ; notwith* 
standing the exertions which had been making in favor of hia nephew. 

The first measures of his government were to confer up ^n Yezzeid the son ^ 
ofMohilleb, whom he had uniformly protected against bis brother, the 
lieutenancy of Irak, and to substitute a more moderate and equitable class ofOmmeysh. 
of men, to the severe and oppressive tax gatherers of Hejauje; from the 
cflfects of whose tyrannical administration, the inhabitants do not appear to 
have been hitherto relieved^ 

As he appears to have subscribed to the arrangements of the late Kha* 
lif for the exclusion of his brother, Kateibah experienced considerable 
alarm when tlie accession of Shliman was announced to him ; and he 
conducted his troops without delay, across the river of Baikh, a principal 
branch of the Jeyhbn frequently so called, with the design of fortifying Sam* 
arkand for the security of his family. When he had, however, passed that 
river, he directed his inarch towards Kashgh^r, here stated to be the 
nearest city of the territory of Khoteob The prinCe of Khoten inforpied of 
his approach, immediately sent a messenger to request that he would 
depute one of his principal commanders to his presence t in Order to reply 
to certain inquiries which be should propose, and particularly to explain 
to him the doctrines of his religion. Not uuwijlingly availing himself of 
this overture, Kateibah selectedj fVom among his followers, twelve of the 
most remarkable for their martial appearance and powers of elocution ; and 
having furnished them with arms, appointmentsi and apparel, in a style o^ 
singular magnificence, he dismissed them for their journey, charging their 
leaderi who happened to be Uobairah the Khlaubite^ distinguished for elo* 

JQ § 



A^H.XCVV. <|uenee and superiorsagfacity, to acquaint the prince, or monarch of Kfioteiij^ 
A.D 715 . that he had sworn not to draw back until he had trodden under foot the sni( 
Tarikh of his country ; until he had bound in chains the necks of his noblest sub* 
Tebiy, jects ; and rendered them tributary to his authority. 

Hobairah with his associates ptoceeded accordingly into Khoten, and was 
shortly after his arrival summoned to the presence of the prince. At this 
moment they had just been enjoying the luxury of a warm bath : but i| 
was determined that they should make their first appearance, habited as 
they then were, in tvhite linen vests and mantles, with slippers on their feet. 
In this guise they were admitted to the palace, or pavilion of the prince of 
Khoten, by whom they were directed to seat themselves. After a reason* 
able interval they quitterl the presence without having uttered a syllable 
to any one. When they had withdrawn, the prince demanded of hia 
ministers what ideas the appearance of these men had impressed upon 
their minds ; they ol^served, that like their language, their characters were 
yet a mystery to them. The next day they were summoned to another 
audience, and they now presented tUemsIves in habits and tuibans of silk, 
of the richest and most delicate texture ; still preserving, however, the same 
unaccountable and obstinate silence, and were again dismissed in the 
same manner ! the courtiers acknowledging to the prince that this their 
second appearance seemed to bespeak srnuetliing more of Kuin^nity than 
the first, The third day, however, when sent for to repeat their visit, 
they equipped themselves in all the trappings of martial pride; and helmeted 
and mailed from head to foot, with scimitars to their sides, lances in band, 
and hows slung to their shoulders, they presented themselves mounted on 
stately chargers at the entrance of the palace. The impressions received 
from their present appearance were extremely different from what had beem 
formerly experienced. The prince beheld their approach even at a distance 
with terror and alarm, and directed that they should withdraw before they 
had been suffered to seat themselves, as they had been hitherto permitted 
to do. To day,'^ said the prince, addressing himself to hia courtiers, 
how do these strangers appear in your eyes?’^ Heaven is witness,’* 
** answered they, ** that in intrepid mien and equipment for battle, such 
^ men have never before attracted our notice,** 

The prince of Khoten now sent to desire that one nf the most intelligent 
of their number, might attend hia presence ; and the choice falling of 
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•nurse on Tlnhaimh, that chief 'proceeded accordingly to fhe palace. A.HXCy4' 
'•* Thou hast witnessed/’ said the priuce, addressing bimaelf to Hf>l^irab on A. D. 715,. ^ 
his admission, the magnitude of my dominion, and the uncontroulable Tvikh 
extent of my royal authority ; both thy associates and thyaeif are placed, Tebiy. 

** entirely at my discretion, and there is no human power that can interfere 
to screen you from my reseiitmtmt. Attend to my words. I shail ask 
** thee a few plain questions, to which, if thou answerest not with truth and 
** sincerity, thou and thy associates shall surely die.” **Say on,” said 
Hobninih. “ To what am 1 to ascribe,” the prince proceeded to demand, 
that diversity of appearance under which you exhibited your persona on 
the tiiree occasions, on which you were summoned to my presence ^ 

V On the first day.” replied Kobairah, we came before.thee in the habita 
ill which we are accustomed to visit our women and children. The 
second day we appeared as we present ourselves to our princes and other 
great men. And the third day we appeared before tliec in tb^ 
garb and equipment with which we march to combat our enemies. 

In some degree surprised at the singularity of the circumstance, the 
prince confessed that the expedient was not unworthy of his approbatipn, 
iiut he desired that flobairah and his associates would immediately 
return, and charge the general to withdraw from his frontier ; for that he 
was not a stranger either to his inordinate ambition, or to the extent of his 
resources ; otiierwise he might he constrained to employ those against him 
who would not fail to overwhelm with destruction, both binaself and all 
his followers. What sort of a man he is,” observed Hobairab, •* bis 
^Mrieuds, at this distance, will not pretend to discuss ; but that Kateibah 
has ambition, his numerous conquests too loudly proclaim, even though 
he had forborne to come thus far in search of fresh victories at thy 
expeiice. It may however be necessary to apprize thee that the threats 
** of death can avail but little with men, who are persuaded that each has 
his day appointed, and of which they entertain neither horror nor alarm. 

** .After all,” resumec the prince, may he disposed to advise me of the 
steps which 1 ought to pursue, in order to appease and conciliate this 
** formidable chieftain. At any rate 1 am permitted to inform you,” repljed 
Ilobairah, ^Mbat he has solemnly sworn, not to retire until he has acepra^ 
plished three points which the delegate accordingly repeated to the 
prince, ronthe obligation of tbia oath,” proceeded the prince of Khotco. 



4HJCCVI. ^ I trmt that I have found an expedient to relieve him. It only t9 
A. b. 713. send him a small portion of earth from this my capital, wheieon to placd 

Twikh his foot ; and he becomes absolved of that part of his oalhv hV the rest 

Tdbiy; « a group of my own children shall accompany you to re<"eive from his 
** hands the ignominious badges of sulyugation. And with respect to 
money, 1 will engage to furnish you with what will be sufficient to 
** satisfy his utmost avarice.’* Then calling for a golden tray, he caused it 
to be covered with earth taken from the spot, and delivered to Hohairah 
and his associates ; whom he now dismissed with sumptuous and splendid 
dresses for themselves^ and a vast assortment of silken suits, with money 
in proportion^ to be presented to their general; accoiPpanied, as be had pro* 
posed, by fonr of the princes of the royal race of Khoten. Thus far 
aiiccessful in their miesion, the delegates now returned to Kateibab ; and 
the tribute being satisfactmily received by that general, the four princes, 
after submitting to the degrading forttiality to which they w ere destined, 
were sent back in safety to their country ; Kateibah having first appeased 
his conscience in their presence^ by treading on the soil of their native city. 
After which he, once more, retraced his steps to MervV 
The apprehensions of Katcibah^ with resj>ect to the views of the new 
Khalif, were in the mean time not without sufficient grounds; since it was 
impossible for Shliman to dismiss from his rccollecrit)ti, that he and llejauje 
were the only chiefs, throughout the empire, who could be prevailed on to 
woncur with Walid in the design to exclude him from the succession. 
Another no less powerful cause of alanu Was the elevation of Yevieid the 
uonof Mobil leh to the highest dignities under the authority ofShlimaii; 
und every oltjcct of Yezzeid’s ambition was known to be concentrated in 
the province of Khorassaun. Besides, the austere rigour with which, in con* 
•urrelice with his patron Kateibah, he bad prosecuted the claims against 
the family of Mohilleb, had rendered him particulaily obnoxious to all 
‘ that race. He had therefore, at an early period, taken the precaution to fii 
at Neyshapfir, on the high road to Irik, those in whom he could confide, to 
forward immediate intelligence of the proceedings of Yeazeid. And he 
was accordingly soon apprized of the appointment of that chief to the govern* 
mentof Irik : on which he immediately drew the conclusion, that that of Khor* 
nssaun would at no distant intervalbe addedby the partiality of his sovereign* 
Ue therefore determined to anticipate the event, biy preparing to retjiA 
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' Into Khlireztn, wlietre he now ptdpWl^ to place hlttielf 61 p j^ure of A^tlicCfh. 
defeii'-'e against the attacks of bis enemies. A.D.7i4» 

Before he earned this design into execution, howeYer, Ksteiboh contrived Tarikh 
to fabricate a letter from S(diiiiao to himself ; io which the Kbalif waAmade 
to state, that being impressed with an irresistible conviction, that the city 
of Constatitinople was destined to open its gates to one of the prince of 
the race of Omtneyah, who should convey from thence, that which waa 
described to be the skirt, or remnant of apparel of the first parents of 

mankind ; and that trusting that Almighty had selected him for bin 
instrument to subjugate the city of the Cassars, be had determined te 
march against it in person. ** In the mean time,^' the Khalif is ihade to 
add, “ when this letter reaches thee, thou art required without delay to 
** enter Fergh&nah, and from thence to proceed into Khoten ; where it in 
expected that thou wilt exert the utmost of thine accustomed activi^ 

*‘and diligence : of thy aeal andjoyalty I have long been well apprized^i 
and I only look forward loan opportunity of raising thee to the highest 
dignity near my own person.*’ Katelbab called his followers togethera 
and comtniinicated to them the contents of this fabrication ; at the sani^ 
time directing them to hold themselves in immediate readiness to proceed 
on the expedition. 

By some means or other, Hifbrmation of hia plans was conveyed to S6lk 
man ; by whom letters were immediately transmitted to recal bis ministefa 
'who had proceeded to adjust some of bis concerns at Bassorab. Oq 
repairing to the presence of bis sovereign, the latter addressed the son of 
MohilUb in these terms. ** What 1 have to communicate ia this. KateU 
^ bah has taken the alarm at the idea that thou ait to supersede him in the 
« government of Khorassaun. My advice is, that a letter be immediately 
written to express an entire approbation of all his arrangementafbr the 
“ exiieditvnn against Ferghknah ; enjoining him at the samb time not to leave 
that country, until the whole of its fortresses are in his entire and 
absolute possession Thou wilt, however, instruct the messenger, ^ 
whom the conveyance of this, letter is entrusted, to announce to the 
troops of Khorassaun that the Khalif has added one hundred dirhems* 
each to the customary donation on the commencement of a new reign ^ 

“ and that he has moreover granted them permission (o- retire to their famU 
'Mies, whenever they find theia^elves disposed to avail themselves 4f 

s About 2^.^. 10^. 
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A.H.XCVI* ** such an indulgence. For the 8oldien» must be doubtless anxious to 
A. D. ns. revisit their homes, after a tedious absence ; and as tbiautyould be perti« 
Tarikb ** cularl^ inconvenient to Kateibah at such a criais, he will necessarily 
Tabry. c'ppose their inclinations, which in all pittbability must piotiuce on 
** their part an imtnediate mutiny against his authority.^’ 

In conformity to the instructions thus imparted by his sovereign, Yezzeid 
dispatched a letter to the governor of Khorassaun, which was received by 
the latter with a momentary sensation of pleasure and surprise. He hast- 
ened therefore to read it to the public ; but when he had finished hit 
disclosure of the contents, the messenger, by w bom it had been delivered, 
arose; and announced to the troops, as he had been instructed, the addi* 
lional proof of their sovereign’s bounty, which had been decreed for them; 
and the further indulgence which he freely ofiered them ot his permission, 
’ whenever they chose to avail themselves of it, to revisit their Iciiig forsaken 
homes. In an instant perceiving that the drift of such a conimu idea lion 
was to seduce his soldiers from their obedience, Kateibah addivssed hinw 
self without delay to counteract the impression which it threatened to 
'{iroduce to his disadvantage. ** Good people,” said he, addressing himself 
^ to the multitude, the discourse with which this man has endeavoured 
to amuse you, is fraught with the grossest falsehoods : his object being 
widely different from that which he wishes you to conceive. It is the 
** crafty Suliman, who is endeavouring to defraud you of your allegiance in 
favor of his son Ay\ib. Of that slave in whose sacrifice* it would be 
pollution to partake. Slave did 1 say ; the slave who serves a master is 
** infinitely superior to Ayub the son of Sfiliman.” 

Kateibah now withdrew to bis .palace, where he dictated three separate 
dispatches to Shliman : in the first of which he expatiated at considerable 
length on his numerous victories, campaigns, and services ; on the reputa- 
tion and influence which he had established among the natives of the Per- 
sian empire. He then lavished upoil the race of Mohilleb every expression 
of contempt and obloquy;, concluding with a solemn oath, that if Yezzeid 
Was created governor of Kho^assaun, he renounced bis allegiance to Sfili* 
man; and that he should oppose bis lieutenant, in arins, and furnish him with 
such employment as had probably not yet entered his conception. In his 

* Alluding probably to tht ncrificeof tbs tenth of Ziyhudje, dlstributod to the pilgrims 

stMekUi. 
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other dispatches he appeafrs to have briefly and formally denounced, that A,H.XCVT« 
he abjured the authority ofSi^liman; with whom he therefore declared A.D.715. 
himself in a state of hostility and open rebellion. One of his domestics Xankh 
having undertaken^ to deliver these dispatches to the Khalif, he received febiy. 
from his master at the same time the following instructions. If on perusal 
of the first dispatch, Sfiliman handed it over to Yezzeid, the messenger was 
then to present the second ; and if this was perused and passed over by 
Sfiliman to his minister, he was to deliver'his third dispatch. If, on the 
contrary, Sfiliman, on perusal of the dispatch, reserved it to himself with- 
out communicating it to Yezzeid, the messenger was in this case forbidden 
cither to deliver the remaining letters, or in any manner to discover that 
they were in his possession. 

With these instructions the messenger accordingly proceeded from 
Mcruto Damascus, and delivered his first dispatch to Sfiliman, in the pre- 
sence of Yezzeid ; and as the Khalif consigned it on perusal, to the hands 
of his minister, the messenger, as he had been authorized by bis master to 
do, produced his second, and then his third dispatch ; which were like the 
former alternately communicated to Yezzeid. Under these circumstances 
the Khalif, with singular moderation, proceeded to express his acknow- 
ledgments of the wrongs of Kateibab, and of the merits and services of that 
distinguished chieftain. After which, directing that the messenger might 
be hrispitably entertained in the interim, he sent for him the next day ; 
and with u present of one hundred dinaurs for himself, announced his 
resolution to forward a patent, investing Kateibah with the government of 
Khorassaun : and for this purpose a person of the tribe of Abdul Keyss, 
was ordered to accompany the messenger of Kateibah to the presence of 
his master. When they reached llulwaun they were however informed, 
by thepeoplc,of the revolt of Kateibah; on which the messenger of Sfilimau 
returned immediately to Damascus. The other proceeding into Khorassaun, 
made known to his patron the unexpectedly favorable arrangement, which 
bad been so unfortunately rendered unavailing by his precipitate violence; 
laying before him the Klialifs patent, now, of no further use than toshaipen 
the sensations of disappointment and regret. 

l'nd‘ T the perplexity to which he had thus reduced himself, Kateibah 
sought relief in the advice of his brothers ; all of whom concurred in the 
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A declaration, that there could 6e no longer Safely on Ife'e iufe of SAtih^hw 
A. b. 715. He next siimm meJ to his councils Tehery, or Tehessery, the son ^ 
Abdullah, a roan of noble extraction, Slid pr>\Verfui influence among the 
l&iy* ^eopfe of fehorassaiin ; to whom, after expressing the confidence with 
which the experience of former services had inspired him, he proceeded to 
unfold what ne thought necessary of his embarassments with Suliman, 
{^questing to hear such advice as he might be prepared to offer on such 
an occasion, ^^^hliman,” observed this person^ “ is too well acquainted 
** with thy 'merits and loyalty, and entertains too just an opinion of thjr 
** services against the enemies of the faith, to call thee to an account foV 
** the past : or at the worst, to do any thing that shall affect thy life. ** ’Tis 
not of death that 1 am afraid,’’ replied Kateibah, ** my apprehensions are 
that Sdliman should give the government of Khorassaun to Vezzeid, 
recal me to his presence, and expose me to that degradation before man- 
** kind, than which death would he to me a thousand times more accept- 
able.” •• I cannot pretend to determine,” said his adviser, “ that Yezzeid 
must necessarily treat thee with severity, though he should obtain the 
government of Khorassaun ; but my chief hope is that the return of thy 
** messenger may yet bring theefrom the Khalif a grant for that government ; 
1 would therefore advise thee by no means to engage in any precipitate 
measure, for it is impossible to say how matters may turn out.” “ Alas,”' 
added Kateibah, it is but too true that my messenger has brought me the 
grant to wliich thou hast alluded ; but the messenger of Suliman who 
was to have lodged it in my hands, returned from iltilwaun, on hearing 
that I had abjured the authority of his master.” 

To Husseyne the son of Mhnzer, to whom he next applied under bis 
perplexities, Kateibah is said to have disclosed himself as follows. “ I 
** have a measure in contemplation,” said he, “ that may possibly in the 
event prove injurious to Khorassaun. “Of what nature?” demanded 
Hflsseyne. “ 1 propose,” replied Kateibah, ” to detach a body of troops^ 
to take possession of, and fortify the approaches from Kashghar, of 
which i have reason to entertain some apprehensions.’’ “ General,’^ 
observed Hflsseyne rather drily, “ there is one approach against which, if 
you can but contrive to*8ecure yourself, you may venture to be perfectly 
regardless of every other.” *** U^hat may that be,” said Kateibah ; 
^ the of ikoihf* replied Husseyne. When with an iiupatieaco 
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which an became -bia character, 'Sateibeb, dashkig his tian, or helmel, or 
whatever it was^that he wore oo bia head, to the floor, it severed into two A. D.rtl. 
parts ; and Husseyne took the opportunity to observe, pointing to the fiac- Tarikh 
lured bead piece, that this was rather an inauspicious cmen. On which he TArp 
arose and went away, Kateibah angrily declaring, that the moroseness 
of this man’s remarks should have long since convinced him, that he was 
4iniformly disposed to thwart him in all bis wislies. 

Kateibah now thought fit to confine his consultations to the circle of hit 
•own relatives ; of whom, his brother Abdurraibman avowed his preference 
for the plan, formerly agitated, of withdrawing to the territory of Samarkand; 
first of all ascertaining those-who were sincerely attached to his interests, 
by proclaiming to the troops, that all such as were desirous of returning to 
their native countries should be at full liberty to do to, -without being 
exposed to any manner of interruption ; while such as were inclined to 
abide his fortunes, should find that there was no advantage in bis power to 
bestow that should be withheld from them. That he might then proceed, if 
be conceived it expedient, to abjure the authority of Sfilitnan, and publicly 
invite the people to follow his example. This plan as it coalesciid with 
his owm opinion, Kateibah finally determined to adopt : and he hastened 
without further delay to the requisite preliminary of sounding how far the 
troops were disposed to favor his sriews. Ot this, an opportunity was not 
long waiumg, in his discharge of the duties attached to his important com* 
maud. of Khorassauu,” said be in the harangue which he addressed 

to them on this occasion, during the period in whirh I have been your 
^‘governor, you will do me the justice to acknowledge, that 1 have. never 
withheld a brother from his brother, or a son from the wishes of hia 
-“parent; that the fruits of your victories have ever been impartially and 
scrupulously divided amongst you ; and that by me neither stipend, nor 
■“donation has in any instance been .^er intercepted on its way to you. 

“ Of the chiefs who have preceded me in my authority, you have also had 
*** ample experience. 1 shall, however, venture. to bring to your ret^ollec- 
tion one particular mstance in Abdullah HAzem ; .who:froin the time 
“ his entrance into.Khorassaun, <to«tiiat of bia. departure,, never subjugated 
single foreign adversary, norgaveyou,ou opportunity, of a single booty* 
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A.H.XCV1. M By whirh he waft of course constrained to represent to Abdulm^lek that 
A. 1). 715 4* jjjp resources of this ^reat province, were inadequate to the support 
Tankh “ of his army. And in this way, in order to prove y(»ur fidelity, did he 
lebry. “ continue to hold you in a state of suspense and incertitude, until your 
** clothes and arms were worn to shreds, and rendered unfit for any kind 
of service. So without victory, and without booty, your necessaries and 
equipments were at last reduced to nothing. If, on the contrary, your 
“ uniform experience can attest, that my conduct towards you has been 
** invariably just and liberal, the moment is now arrived in which you may 
“ prove by your actions, the sense which you entertain of my services,” 

To his equal surprise and mortification all this was listened to without 
a single acclamation or reply. Yielding therefore to the impulse of liis 
present feelings, Kateibah did not forbear to give a loose to his resentment, 
in a manner which could not fail to aggravate the dislike, rather than 
awaken the benevolence of his hearers, lie called upon G«>d Almighty 
to discard from his favor that man, who for the future should have the folly 
to place any reliance on the support of such a people. “ Arabs, ye truly 
^‘are,” said Kateibah, ^ accursed be the race of you ! Now that you have 
“ been enriched by the spoils of the Persian empire, and that the princes 
“of Sogdiana have been compelled to serve you, 1 am to biok for the 
“ reward of all my labours, and all my sacrifices, in the basest l)ypoi*risy and 
“ingratitude. Peradventure, when the son of Moliilleb heroines your 
“governor, he may find a method of subduing that spirit which has made 
“you forgetful of your obligations to the man, who from a state of penury 
“and contempt, hath raised you to opulence and splendour.” I'he mul- 
titude continued, notwithstanding, to otiserve the same olistinate and sullen 
silence ; and soon afterwards arose from the assembly and dispersed to their 
several habitations. While Kateibah retired to bis palace to meet the 
expostulations of his brothers, and the members of his family ; who united 
in censuring that indiscriminate abuse in which he had been indulging 
himself, without exempting even the tribes which were best affected to his 
interests. He endeavoured to justify himself, however, by the sullen and 
disrespectful silence which had excited his indignation. But with regard 
to the tribes to whom they alluded, there was not one which be did not 
proceed to stigmatize by some odious and contemptuous comparison. 
The Aleiabs of Bassorahi” said he, “ are nothing better than the aims 



** carnets indiscriminately collected together from diflTerent qoanerSf without A.H.XCyii 
“ regarding either age or condition. As to the Benni Biikker ben Wayeil, A*P*y^** 
“lean only compile them to those abandoned prostitutes who submit Tarikh 
“ themselves te the embraces of every creature that is male. And for the Tehiy. 

“ Benni Temeim and Benni Al)dul Keyss, 1 shall not hesitate to compare 
“ the first to the nncleanestof dogs, and the last to those detestable and 
“ savage beings who haunt and devour the forlorn and helpless wanderer, 

“ in tlie solitude of the desert. And heaven forsake me, if, when I 
“ become their prince, 1 do not retaliate upon them for the dishonor of this 
“ day.” 

In the mean time, some of the men whom he treated with such little 
ceremony, hastened to iiiihiirden their insulted feelings to Abdurraihman 
tile Kessriaii, who was suHenng under injurious treatment received from 
Katoibali; aixl of whom they angrily di'inaiided if he had not been a witness 
to the language in which this gfiVtM'ivor of theirs had so liberally indulged 
himself. Abdurraihman told them that the subject of their displeasure had 
already reaelied him, and re<| nested to know what was the further object 
of their visit. 'I’hey informed him it was their wish to repair immediately 
to Kateibah, and demand permission to retire to their families. Abdurraih« 
man then observed that they could be no strangers to the animosity which 
at present subsisted between him and Kateibah ; nevertheless, he could 
yet venture to communicate with liis broilier Ahdurrnihinan, whom he 
h.xl ever considered as the most respectable of the family. To which they 
agreed ; and the Kessriaii immediately proceeded to pay his proposed visit 
to that chief. To him lie dischised his business, by observing, that he had 
reason to believe there was a dangerous spirit of disafleetion prevailing 
against his brother ; and were he not the man from whose injustice he had 
been a sufferer, that he had something to communicate, which might be 
the means of preventing an immediate insurrection against his authority, 
that might ultimatelv terminate in an attempt against his life. “ 1 would 
“ therefore advise thee,” continued the Kessrian, “ to recommend to hiin 
“ to give to the troops immediate permission to rdturn to their homes, 

“ w'hile the matter is not yet beyond his coiitroul.” “This is a measure,** 
replied Abdurraihman, “ which my brother has already had in' contempfa- 
“ tion ; and in truth, if 1 were at all consulted in the business, these men 
’ would have been long since dispersed to seek their subsistance from 



A.tl.KCVI. ^^mbuntain tomoufitaln.*’ Peradventure," added tfie KeaitMii, enmS* 
A.D.ris. derably irritated, “thou haat also ensured the means to prevent their 
3firikh “ feuniting against you and in this temper of mind, left him to com- 
Xebty. municate to his brother the subject of their conference ; and the con- 
tempt with which Kateibah affected to treat the inteimediation of the 
Kessrian, being further reported to the latter, he employed a person to 
mform those who bad sought his interference, that he had acquitted 
himself to his conscience; and that it was now at their discretion to proceed 
as they thought proper. 

Without however further accompanying our original, in the recital of 
the instances of inflexible obstinacy with which Kateihah continued to 
«qject every proposal, either to adopt tlie means of pr(»viditig for bis security 
iby the immediate destsuotiona>f his enemies ; or once more to reconcile the 
Arab tribes to his interest, it will be sufficient to remark, that he at last 
Succeeded in producing an almost total alieuatiou from bis own authority, 
while his efforts weredirected to subvert that of another. Tin* result it will 
fK>t be difficult to conjecture, when from a subsequent statement it appears, 
that there were at this period io Khorassaun, serving under the banners of 
those chiefs, whose angry passions, with an itdatiiatinu bordering on 
insanity, he thus laboured to inffunie against his pcTson, not less tlian 
eighty or ninety thousand veterans, drawn from the dependeni'ies of KCkfah 
and Bassonih ; allaif whom, in the siiort space of a few days, were alternately 
prevailed on to unite ki a conspiracy combined for his desiruetion. 

As Hiisseyne the son of Munzer, the chief of the tribe of Benui Bnkker, 
had repeatedly declined the importunities of tin: malcriritcots, to place 
himself at the head of the combi nation, they at last turned their attention 
towards Oukia the son of Asswad, of the tribe of Beimi Tenicim ; a man of 
«qual .valour and abilities, wdinse keen resentment for degradation from 
rank and authority, made it not difficult to prevail upon him to enter into 
their views against Kateibah. To this person, accordingly, most of the chiefs, 
and among others of considerable celebrity, Biissaun the son of Ayauss, 
surnamed from a defect of speech, Bonty, the stammerer periiaps, who 
eomoianded the Persian mowaliea, or auxiliaries, by some reputed a native 
of Khorossauo, by others of Deylem, either publ.cly or privately engaged 
heir fidelity. \ et the same insensate fatuity which hath so freqiietitly 
IMIged the uafortunate jtojtbeir ruin, continued in spite of repeated infi^ma^ 
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tiott, to blind Kateibah to the dangers by which he was memeed to tlit A.fiMn* 
Very last moineni ; when, after eluding several messages dispsiclied to A.D.7ii> 
require his attendance, the alarming truth became at once disclosed by the 
appearance of Oiikia, at the gates of his palace, at the head of eighty thou* Tabiy. 
sand followers, every instant increased by the traitors, and other mateoii* 
tents, who hastened from every quarter to join in the attadi. Ilussauo 
Bunty, with the Persian mow4tiea, appeared at first disposed among tbo 
defenders of the palace ; but the moment be perceived his opportunity, he 
hastened to fulfil his engagements, and with the whole of his feMowers^ 

Went over to the insurgents. In the same manner Kateibah perceived 
himself gradually abandoned by the whole of his troops ; and bin gallant 
brothers and their sons, to the number of eleven, having alternatefy 
perished in his defence, he was at last left entirely alone. The Esdi* 
aijs and Benni Bukker no longer restrained by opposition from* within, 
rushed on, and cutting the cords by which the bangings of the state apart- 
merits were suspended, they discovered the person of Kateibah, seated m 
sullen majesty on his throne. The unhappy chief was immediately traMk 
fixed by an arrow from the ,hand of one of his assailants, While another 
with his scimitar put a period to his existence. His head was soon after- 
wards laid before Oukta,ahd by him, as usual, transmitted to the presence 
of Suliinan ; who doubtless rejoiced at an event by which the govemnieRt 
otf Khorassjun was with so little difficulty restored to his authority. 

Nevertheless, when it was announced to the Persians that Katerbah^had 
thus fallen, they, rather tardily,discovered their veneration' for his cbemeter; 
by affirming that had he been one of them, his remains inclosed in an ari(» 
should have constantly preceded their armies, as the sure pledge of success 
and glory. Neither is it denied that the exploits and victories of Kateibah, 
in the government of Khorassaun, were of an extent and magnitude which 
seldom fall to the lot of any individual. Accordingly, as if the exit of sueh 
an illustrious chief could not be entirely dismissed, without some circum- 
stance approac'hing to the marvellous, we are further told, that a company 
of men stationed on the borders of Irak, observing a stranger coming along 
the road, staff in hand, and in other respects equipped like a traveller, they 
demanded whence became and what news ! He told them that be was 
from Kliorassaun, and if it was of any importaiK^ to them to hear, Katei-» 
hah had been put tu death the day before^ Perceiving their surprise arid 
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A.H.XCVr, disbelief of what be said, he demanded in his turn, if they Iiad any con- 
A. D. 715. jecture, how far he had travelled since the preceding night. And when 
Tarikh . they told him, that they could not pretend to say, he added, “ only from 
Tcbry. « Africa,” and continued his journey ; but conceiving that he sported with 
their credulity, they set off in pursuit of him, as fast as their horses could 
gallop ; he parted from them, however, with the speed of an arrow, though 
« on foot, and like an arrow instantly disappeared. 

A H XCVII narrative now enters into the ninety*seventh year of the Hidjcrah, 

A.D. 715*16. theKhalif Shlitnan dispatched a powerful armament, under his brother 
Mosslemah, to lay siege to the imperial city of Constantinople ; w'ith orders 
not to withdraw from before that capital, until he was master of it. At 
the same time, that he might be at hand to promote the success of the 
enterprize, he removed his ow'n residence to a town called Daiiek, near 
Kunsereiii, the ancient Syrian Chalcis. Having already reduced the for- 
tress of Hessen Ayuf, in the course of the preceding year, Mosslemah 
accordingly now presented his army without further oppositioti before the 
gates of Constantinople. His troops had been previously instructed to 
furnish themselves with tw'O months’ provision, with which they loaded 
their horses: and this he now further directed them to lodge together in one 
enormous and mountain-like pile on one side Of his encampment. They 
next received instructions to provide theiifselves with habitations of w'ood, 
and to prepare the ground for tillage, since they were destined to remaiu 
there for the winter. And here accordingly they did remain, occasionally 
subsisting themselves on the plunder of the countries adjacent, until the 
period of harvest ; when they secured a pretty ample supply from the pro- 
duce of their own labour. 

Ill the mean time the fame of his former victories had rendered Mossle- 


mah, and his troops, extremely formidable to the degenerate descendants of 
the ancient masters of the world. And under these circumstances, Aleiun, 
the name by which the emperor Leo the isaurian, is distinguished by the 
Asiatics, thought fit to try the effec t of a negociation with his besiegers ; and 
for this purpose he dispatched a message to Mosslemah, requesting that 
he would send a person into the city, to hear certain proposals which he 
had to communicate. In consequence of this application, a chief of the 
name of Hobairab proceeded to confer with the Greek prince i whom we 
find at the opening of the interview, rather absurdly, taxing the 



Mahommedans with their folly, in appeasing the calls of hunger without A.H.XCVir. 
scruple, with any thing that fell in their way : to all which, with their ^ 
other inconveniences, he alleged that they had been condemned by ShlU Tarikh 

man, in order to humble them by every species of degradation. “ W^e are Tebry* 

•‘men,” replied Hobairah, “who Ic^arn, from the study of our religion, 

•‘ obedience to the will of our sovereign.” “ Thou hast truly said,” 
observed AleiAti ; “ the same religious opinion is the cause of those hostili- 
“ ties which subsist between us ; and perhaps the contest may be brought 
“ this day to a termination. However, if thou wilt undertake to promote n 
“ conclusion so desirable, 1 will engage to pay a contribution ofonedinaur 
“ in thirty, if the Mahommedaus can he persuaded to raise the siege.^* 

With this proposal Hobairah returned to Mosslemah, by whom it was 
immediately rejected ; and the negociator repairing once more to the city, 
acquainted the emperor Leo with the failure of his mission : palliating the 
refusal, however, by an apology so extraordinary, that it is scarcely possible 
to believe he was serious. For he!' represents that when he proceeded to 
c<mimunicate the proposal of the Greek prince to Mosslemah, lie found 
him retired to sleep, alter an immoderate meal in which he had been brut- 
ally indulging himself ; and that when he awoke, .he appeared so overcome 
with phlegm, and the torpor of indigestion, that it was impossible to make 
him comprehend what was said to him. 

The patricians, and other principal inhabitants of the city proceeding 
, however to threaten their emperor with immediate degradation, if he did 
not, by some means or other, contrive to relieve them from the presence of 
Mosslemah, the Greek prince dispatched another message to acquaint the 
Midiornmedan general, that a notion prevailed in the town that it was not 
his design to engage in direct hostilities ; but to pass away the lime until 
his stock of provisions was consumed. He therefore ventured to make the 
extraordinary request that he would set fire to his magazine, and that he 
would then immediately put him in possession of the city. But what is 
equally extraordinary, we find that Mosslemah did not hesitate to comply 
with this request, hy immediately burning his provisions ; to the infimte 
gratification of the besieged, who were thus encouraged to defend them- 
selves with greater ardour and confidence; while their assailants were 
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A.H.XCVn. shortly reduced to a state of distress and hardship, little short of tote) 
A. D. 71^- destruction. 

I’arikli The expedient by which Leo contrived to overreach the circumspection 
Tebry. of Mnsslemah on this occasion, is however a little further on, described 

with some variation. Observing the enormous supply of provisions whicb 
bad been accumulated by the besiegers, the Greek monarch sent to- 
request that the inhabitants of the town might be permitted to draw what 
was sufficient for immediate subsistance from the districts adjacent ; which 
he said, would at the same time contribute to inspire them with a high 
opinion of the justice of Mosslemah, and put them less on their guard 
against bis soldiers. To this, with singular condescension, Mosslemah^ 
gave his consent. And as the whole Grecian fleet had been already dis-^ 
posed to take advantage of the opportunity, every article of provision 
which had bjen collected round the town and neighbourhood,, was in ‘the 
course of asingle night, completely swept within the walls of Constantino*^ 
pie ; scarcely an article of any species of consumption being left without 
by the return of day. The astonishment and consternation of the besiegers 
was such as to confine them, for some time, entirely to their entrenchments 
daily exposed iu their turn to the now unrestrained insults and exertions of 
those whomthey had been solong accustomed to despise. After devouring all 
their quadrupeds, they were at last reduced to such extremity, as to depend 
for subsistance, not only on the leaves and bark of trees, but on the most 
loathsome and disgusting materials of every description : while their 
sovereign, in his abode at Kunsecciii, found every attempt to relieve them 
impracticable. And in this state they are said to have continued, until the 
accession of Omar the son of Abdulaaziz, by whom^ as will be seen here- 
after, Mosslemah was recalled from his very arduous and perilous- situa- 
tion. In the mean time, it will doubtless appear extraordinary to the 
reader, that our author should be disposed to.ascribe the miscarriage of hia 
countrymen on this occasion,, rather to the simplicity of their general, than, 
to the operation of that fearful agent of destruction, the Greek fire^ to- 
which it is iu general attributed by other historians. 

While the attention of Shliman was thus engaged in prosecuting hostili- 
ties against the metropolis of Constantine, his lieutenant Yeaaeid the son. 
of Mohilleb, undertook the reduction of the strong city of Gurgan, or 
JItrjaDj as it is iodiffereotly denominated, towards- the south east extremity 



tfie Caspian, or soa of Khlrezm. This city, acco^in; to opr «atlior« A.HJCpvi; 
together with a long and lofty wall which extended on one side to the A. D. nfc* 
sea, like that on the opposite coast at Derbend, formed an almost jmpreg- T^nkh 
cable bulwark against the inroads of the Turks or Tartar hordes from the Tal)^. 
side of Kharezm ; and had often bailed the efforts of some of the most 
powerful of the ancient Persian monarchs. Of its strength and magnitude, 

4n the numerous masses of burnt brick, some traces remained to be seen in 
the middle of the tenth century of the Christian era ; that being the age in 
which the compiler of the original chronicle appears to have flouriahed, 
tinder Munshr the son of Nouh, the Sam^nian prince of Khorassaun.* And 
up to Che period now under consideration, the only Mahomimedan chief 
by whom it had been seriously assailed, was Sauid the son of UJ Auss, 
who led an army against it in the reign of the Khalif Othman ; and he had 
been induced to make peace with the inhabitants, on receiving a contribu- 
tion of two millions of dirhems. Among other circumstances, however, 
which rendered its reduction of considerable importance, it appears in a 
great measure to have commanded the communication between Khorassauii 
and the cities of Damaghaun and Uai ; to which it was impossible to 
approach in that direction without tbe utmost difficulty and hazard ; and 
it is further observed, that the communication with Ir&k lay through the 
southern and circuitous route of Kermaiin, until the recent and memorable 
government of Kateibah ; who to facilitate his correspondence withHejauje, 
first opened a practicable road by the way of Koumess. He had also 
repeatedly solicited from Hejauje his sanction to undertake the subjugation 
of this formidable city ; and bad been as re|)eatedly forbidden by the cau- 
tious policy of that odious and sanguinary chieftain. It is here further 
observed, that when his master held out to tbe admiration of bis courtiers, 
the frequent victories of Kateibah, Yezzeid invariably decried them as 
trifles of little importance. “ Let him,” said be, make himself roaster of 

Jurjaun, and he will then in truth have achieved a conquest, which defied 
^ the efforts of the most powerful of the Persian monarchs.” 

Accordingly when he became invested with the government of Khoras* 
aaiiii, Yezzeid seems to have discarded from hi^ mind every other object of 

* AbftSalah Munsdr the son ofNouh, the Samlnian, monarch of BokbAra.and Khocaiaaiui, 
ttled. about tbe foarteeiith pf March, A. P. 976, after a reign of ii,fteea,ym» 
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J^.M.XCVIL ambition, but the conquest of this important station. And bavins continued 
' A. D. 716. at Merifi for the space of four months, to complete his arrangements, and 
TarVkh to adjust the affairs of his province, he left it under the care of his son 
Tttbry. Mokhiilled; and led his troops, which independent of the Persian mowau- 
lies, and MauniKiks, amounted, on this occasion, to thirty thriusand of the 
veterans of Syria and Irak, towards Dehestauii. In the course ol his 
march, he passed over the scene of a dreadful carnage, \vh<>re he was 
informed that Shi the prince of Jhrj'iri now reportciJ to he in that place, 
had on some recent occasion been deft-atecl by Kalc’ibcih ; but who hast- 
ened on intelligence of the approach of YezzeuI lo j nil his army in the 
Dehestauii, estimated at two itundred tliousanri strong. Notw illislaii'itng 
tins apparcMit superiority of n inn iier, they were how ever .hdeaieil in several 
aciioiis by the eiFtrls ot superior disnpline ; and uhnnatelv cooped up 
within the walls of ihe»r CMpitai, wiilumt a possihihty of t scape. And as 
so niitnerotis a gainson must have soon exhausted almost any stock of 
provisions, the prince was in a short tinieiMiisirained to propose an aircom- 
niodatioii with \ezzeid; w'hoseiit to inform him tliat he should have terms 
provided he inmiediutely came out of the tow n. This he consenti d to do, 
and to surrender tlie place into the hands of the Mahommedans, if on his 
part N ezzeid would promise security to his pt'rson, faniiU, and property. 
On thi'se tennsa treaty was immediately concluded and faithfully adliered 
to on both sides; Yezzeid being put in possession of this ( apital of the 
Deliestaun, with an iiiealculuble booty, w'ilhout further resistance, lie 
now' proceeded to the principal object of the expedition, the reduction of 
Juijdn; the tnhabitaiits Vif which were, however, so terrified by the fame 
of Vezzeid's exploits, that they imniediatety suppheated for peace, and 
oblaiiud it on terms extremely moderate, if the sum for which they pur- 
chased it, is correctly stated at three hundred thousand dirhems.* 

Having left Asseid the son of Abdullah, of the tribe of lizd, with a body 
of troops to keep possession of his conquest, Yezzeid now directed his 
inarch towards iebrestaun, the ancient flyreania; at this time under the 
government of a prince, whom in the first instance wc find entitled the 
Gueil Gucilau, but in the sequel Sepahbed, or general ; whose numerous 
forces were perhaps sufficiently formidable to intimidate a less adventurous 
commander than the man who now approached his territory. A body of 
pioneers bad been employed by Yezzeid to cut through the intervening* 
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fbrestfl, and open a practicable road for the inarch of his army. And these A.H.XCV1^ 
had bt*eii followed,- or more probably accompanied, by a division of four A. D, 716. 
tboui^.md iiieii, as aii advanced atiard, under his brother M6drek the son of Tarikh 
hloliillcb. When apprized of tlie appearance of the Mosslems, th^ prince Tebiy. 
ot libiestauti seemed at hist disposed to abandon his country, and take 
slieiter in the uir;tory of De^lem ; hut having, on further reflection, more 
gj iienuisly detei mined to oppose the invaders, he sent to request the assist- 
ance of ilie ruler of that country, from whom ho readily received a reiii- 
foreernent of leu thousand men ; with which he prepared to give battle to 
the Mossleriis. Ou intelligence of this menacing disposition, Yezzeid, 
wiihout (lela\, dispatched a body of twenty thousand men, under one of 
bis own sons, to ihe support of liis advanced guard. A fierce and obstinate 
coniliet imiuediaU ly ( iisin il between these troops, and SAIiman, who com- 
mand (1 the Sep.ilibcil 8 arinv ; by whom they were, while engaged in these 
d.ingerous and diflicnlt defiles, on all sides desperately assailed. Finding 
it impracticable to gain the surnmiiding heights and precipices, from which 
the De^lenules m particular, incessantly plied them with arrows, pikes, 
and even stones and rocks, the Mussulmans were at last constrained to 
draw back, and retire to their main body, under Yezzeid. All the passes 
ami (UTih s were immciliately taken possession of by the troops of the 
Sepalihed ; who now wrote to the Merzbaun, or prince of Jflrjan, to avail 
hiiubclUof the opp^irtunity to attack the detachment which bad been left 
•to overawe his country ; and by seizing the communications in the rear, to 
cut oil' the retreat of Yezzeid. Seduced by the promises of the Sepahhed, 
and the stronger incentive of revenge; the prince of Juijaruimnicdiately 
attacked the detachment under Asseid the son of Afidullah ; of whom great 
numbers having been cut to pieces, the remainder contrived to take a lateral 
posiiion, in which they successfully defended themselves until subsequently 
relieved by their countrymen. 

lu the state of anxiety, mixed with indignation, to which he was reduced 
by this intelligence, Yezzeid had recourse to the assistance of a uian, 
wliom, ou some former occasion, he had grossly offended. This was tfto 
llussaun Boiity, to whom, in a preceding page, we have already alluded ; 
and who is m this place represented as entirely dumb, although in other 
respecis, by his consummate subiiliy and address, qualified to conduct the 
the must intricate undertakings. It is further stated, that be was a native 



Deyknfi, which mi^ht peradventure have rendered his services mori 
A.D. 716. particularly desirable on such an occasion. To him, therefore, without 

‘ Xarikh hesitation, Yezzeid now applied ; acknowledging at the same time, that, 

Tebiy. however, for his own part, every claim to his assistance might have been 

forfeited, yet the frequent instances, under his observation, in which his 
counsels had been most usefully extended to the believers, were to him a 
pledge that he would not forsake them in so perilous a crisis. **Thou art 
no stranger,” continued he, ‘^to the intelligence from Jurjan, nor to the 
seiaure of the passes in every direction round us. For heaven's sake, and 
for the preservation of so many faithful people, let thy exertions be 
immediately directed to discover, whether it is yet possible to bring about 

* a treaty between us and the enemy. Instantly discarding every impres- 
«ioo of private resentment, this man caused it to be understcKid that it 
was his business to obey. And proceeding accordingly to the camp of 
the prince of Tebrestaun, to whom, on admission to bis presence, he is 
stated to have addressed himself to the following substance. Although in 

religion I profess the tenets of Issidm, I derive my origin from the same 
stock with thyself. In the advice which 1 am about to offer, be persuaded 
that I regard thy welfare infinitely beyond that of Yezzeid. Already a 
** mediator in the peace between him and the Tartars, in which my coiin- 
^*8els were listened to without repugnance on either side, 1 trust that they 
**will not be rejected here. Be not deceived with the presumption that 

* Yezzeid is defeated, or that thou hast obtained any lasting advantage 
** over the Mussulmans. 1 well know from repeated experience, that 
** thou art not equal to a contest with the armies of the son of Abdulmelek. 
^ Think not that Yezzeid, who has summoned to his support the troops of 

* the empire, will consent to any peace with thee, when his force is col- 
^ lected, and when his arrangements are completed. If therefore thou 
** wilt be advised by me, the opportunity will not be neglected to conclude 

a treaty with him, at the moment his mind is bent on returning to 
satiate his vengeance on the people of Jurjdn.” “ 1 am rather surprised,'* 
replied the Sepalibed, ” considering the extent of the injury which thou 
**hast sustained from Yezzeid, that thou shouldst appear here in the 
“ character of his ambassador ; or have I been deceived in my information, 
that he has levied a fine of two hundred thousand tlirhems from thy ftfo- 
^ petty ?’* **'Thia is #11 very true,” added ilussauo ; nevertheless, that 
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^tbine enemy has done me violence, leemt no good feanon nrliy l akoiildi 
not offer thee the best advice in my power. In the mean tkne, if any A.P.7tg. 
** thing should occur to thy disadvantage in consequence of the treaty X^nkh 
which 1 have recommended, 1 pledge myself to assist thee.” In short, by Tdbiyi» 
these and similar professions, lie at last wrought upon the credulity of the 
prince of Tebrestan to consent to a treaty with Yezzeid ; by which he 
engaged to send to the latter four hundred ass loads of saffron ; four bund- 
red male and female slaves, each carrying a tray of gold and silver, with an 
equal number of pieces of wrought silk, and in each tray a ring of gold or 
silver. And lastly the sum of seven hundred thousand dirhems* in 


specie. 

With terms which seemed so greatly to surpass his most sanguine expeiv 
tatiuns, iiussaun returned to his employer; who could not be immediately 
persuaded to believe that the articles which we have just enumerated, were 
not to be furnished by himself ; as the price of bis liberation from the scene 
of inextricable difficulty, in which he appears to | have been inclosed. And 
it was therefore with equal joy and surprise, that he sent to take possession 
of this unlooked for donative on the part of the eneniy ; and availed himself 
of an opportunity to withdraw into the territory of Jwj^n, on terms sa* 
little to his disadvantage. Against the natives of the latter territory, he 
however swore a tremendous oath, that if it was his fortune to be success* 
ful in the operations, which he was about to recommence against them, he 
Would not restrain the sword from its course of vengeance upon them, until 
their blood had flowed in a sufficient stream to turn the wheels of a corn 
niill ; and until he had appeased his hunger on the bread which should be 
prepared for him from flour ground in that mill. Be this as it may, the Mine* 
baun, or chief of Jhrj^n, on intelligence of the approach of Yezzeid, 
retired into one of his forts, situated on the top of a hill surrounded by 
immense forests, and to which there was only one accessible approach. 
Thither be was pursued by the invader ; who, during a siege of seven 
months, having exhausted every ordinary expedient of the art of war, 
without the smallest prospect of success, was at last begining to despair of 
the undertaking altogether, when an accident occurred to put him in pos* 
aession of the place. An Arab of the tribe of £zd, whose name was Mey* 
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A.M.ycVII. auje the son of Abdurraibman, while hunting one day in the forest, with 
A. D. 716’. his dog and a few companions, perceived on the top of the bill, on which (he 
Tarikh fort was Situated, an antel<»pe ; which taking to a passage that otherwise 

Tebrf. appeared dark and impracticable, he determined to ex])lore it ; and for this 

purpose, desiring his companions to remain where they were, until he 
returned, he made immediately for the spot, taking his dog along w ith him. 
Following the track marked out for him by the antelope, he found himself 
before he was well aware of such a circumstance, close upon the person of 
the Mirzebaun ; but being fortunate enough to withdraw without being 
discovered, he hastened back by the same way : taking the precaution to 
mark his course by tying to the branches of the trees, as he withdrew', 
pieces of his vest, which he tore for that purpose. 

Returning to enmp, this man immediately repaired to the presence of his 
general ; of whom he demanded, with the usual freedom, if he should con- 
ceivcit a desirable event to become master of this otherwise impregnable 
fortress, without the hazard of a conflict ; to which, the general having 
signified his assent, Meyanje further required to know what he w'ould give 
to see his wishes gratified ; and being told that he might have whatever he 
chose to ask, he limited his demand to four thousand dirhems in hand : 
adding, that if on the attainment of his object, the general w as disposed to 
make his bounty more extensive, he might then indulge himself. Mey- 
auje now proceeded to communicate the discovery, to which he had been 
conducted by the adventure of the antelope ; and Yezzeid, in the elevation 
of his heart, offering to him the immediate disjiosal of fourteen hundred 
soldiers, to aid in the execution of his plan, he selected from these such as 
he thought best qualified by their strength and activity; and declined the 
greater number as more likely to impede, than promote the success of the 
enterprize, in the confined and narrow passage, through which he proposed 
to come upon the enemy before they could be aware of their danger. The 
last point to be determined, was the hour at which he expected to 
gain the spot, fiom whence he proposed to command the works of the 
besieged ; ho fixed on that of alternoon prayer the following day, and 
immediately set off at the head of his party. 

The day following Yezzeid caused a number of fires to be made in 
different parts of his encampment ; w hich alarming the apprehensions of 
. the besieged, they drew out of their works in order of battle, prepared to 
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trtist any attempt of their assailants from that quarter ; while the Mahom- A.HiXCVIt 
medan general, having anticipated the prescribed periods of divine worship A.D.716. 
mt sun set and bed time, by uniting them into one course, proceeded^ by a Xirikh 
variety of attacks to keep their attention engaged from the opposite quaf- Tebiy. 
ter. In the mean time, having marched all night with his detachment, and 
while the enemy were occupied in attending to the operations of Yezzeid^ 
without the smallest suspicion of the storm which threatened from behind* 

Meyauje announced his arrival on the eminence above the fort; and 
awakened them from their fatal dream of security, by the appalling shout 
of the tekbeir^ which was at once raised by the united voices of the party. 

The magnitude of the danger, augmented by *it8 unforeseen approach, 
seemed to disarm the unhappy Jurjanians, with the rapidity of enchantment. 

They became immediate suppliants for peace, offering, as a preliminary, to 
descend from their works, the moment that Yezzeid should think proper 
to require it. To the presence of that general they were accordingly 
ordered ; their w'omen and children were consigned to a state of hopeless 
captivity ; their chief was immediately seised and jugulated ; and the walls 
of their impregnable fortress laid in ruins. 

Yezzeid now proceeded to lay siege to Jurj'ln, or Gurgan, the ihetropolis 
of the country; and having battered, and ultimately set fire to it, with his 
warlike machines, he compelled that city, after a short interval, also to 
Surrender to his mercy ; if that could be called mercy which was exercised 
’ in the most sanguinary barbarity. Of the pri8onerS(.who fell into his hands 
on this latter occasion, he caused twelve thousand to be led into the water 
-course, or canal, with which ihe place was surrounded, called the waudy 
e-zeher ; and proclaiming to liis army that all who were ' desirous of 
feasting upon the blood of their enemies, should proceed to gratify their 
vengeance, the defenceless and unhappy captives were thus consigned to 
deliberate massacre ; many of tliose who undertook the butchery, having 
four and five victims to dispatch before their task was finished. If this 
were, however, true, we must suppose, either that the numl)er of unfor- 
tunates thus devoted to slaughter, must have exceeded the total of twelve 
thousand, or that the savages in the army of Yezzeid must have been far 
less numerous than former observation would lead us to imagine* And 



A.n.XCVTI. yetf 'irtiie tuthdrs of tifif^irovoked and onpribnjrfedl infvtnion, any m9& 
A. i>. 7 i(j. entitled to thefdith of treaties, many wifi be disposed to think that, on this 
' xtrikh occasion, the people of Jbrjan were not punished with greater aeverity than 
Tebiy. they deserved. But, be that as it may, when the siaughterwas oompleted^ 
the stream of a neighbouring river was drverted rhtough the *80606 of -car- 
nage ; and mixing with the blood of the slaitu in setting one of the cofii 
mills ut work, enabled Yezzetd tonppcase bis conscience, by eating cif W 
loaf of bread, the flour of which had been ground by a stream of bunoan 
f;ore. N evertheless, the vengeance of Yezzekl was not entirely appeased until 
graiificd by a further execution of four thousand of the natives ;>who were 
suspended, by the neck, to the gibbets which he caused to be'erected in 
difierent parts of the neighbourhood. 

A.H.XCV11I. He now proceeded to collect the spoil, and having as usual set apart a 
A. D. 171b'. fifth for the imperial treasury, the whole of the remainder was distributed 
without reserve to the army. That he himself entertained the most mag- 
nificent conceptions of the splendour of these successes, may be imagined 
from the letter by which he announced them to Shiiman ; and in which he 
is represented to state to that prince, that in the subjugation of GArgan and 
Tebrestaun, the Almighty had bestowed on his arms a triumph denied to 
the most powerful monarchs of antiquity ; instancing the failures of Shapdr 
ZAIektauf, of NoushirwAn, and llormuzd, before the dispensation of isslam ; 
^and at more recent periods under the Khalifs his predecessors ; in the 
mean time, that the WKialth of which these victories had been productive^ 
was of such a magnitude, that the fifVh alone which would be faithfully 
remitted by a future opportunity, exceeded a million of diriaurs.* With a 
‘rectitude of hearty which, however, the frigid Mfissulmau is determined 
shall not beguile him of a sentiment of applause, Yezzeid is stated to have 
dwelt on the latter circumstance, from an honest sense of gratitude for the 
many instances of generosity and kindness,, extended towards him by his 
master. And yet it appeared so coutrary to the maxims of common pru- 
dence, that his secretary, in preparing the dispatch, ventured to recommend 
'in very urgent terms, that such a disclosure should be for the present 
delayed. ** Since it is impossible to foresee or determine the changes, 
which the interval of a single day may produce,” observed this wary 

* 458 , 913 /. 69 , Ml at the lowest. 



69 ? 

ieribe, eDDsideration should actuate me to inaeirt on the oeeaBtoU, a 6 Ai.A.}£cVM' 
^ magnificent a report of the result of your victories. It lUust be followed A. D. 716. 

at least by one of two inconveniences ; either the wealth of which you Tarikh 
** have possessed yourself will appear in the eyes of Siiliman so prodigi- Tsb^* 
ouSy that he will insist on its being immediately conveyed to him, or he * 

^ will resign it entirely to your disposal : and in the latter case, the 
** presents which must on your part be indispensably transmitted to court, 

^whatever their magnitude or value^ ^ill appear contemptible in the 
“comparison. Without thereCore producing the smallest advantage in 
“ your favor, the report by which you are about to commit yourself will 
“ be held up as a perpetual record against you ; so that at every change in 
“the succession, it will ever continue an unfailing sourcO of fresh 
demands upon you and upon your property. “ If, then, 1 were competent 
“ to advise my general 011 such an occasion, I would recommend a simple 
“annunciation <»f his victories, and a request for permission to proceed to 
“ the presence; where he would have an opportunity of convnunicating to 
“ his sovereign in person, any additional particulars which he might be 
“ further disposed to explain; without thus subjecting himself to the 
future vexatious, and endless claims of succeeding administrations.’* 

These prudential reasonings appear, however, to have produced but little 
impression on the conduct of Yezzeid. The letter was conveyed, in the 
terms which he had originally dictated, to Suliman, who received it with 
marks of extraordinary satisfaction ; and who replied to it with expressions 
of the warmest applause on the distinguished services, thus rendered to 
his government by the zeal and ability of this active and intrepid com- 
mander. 

It is nevertheless further stated, that contented with -having announced 
his successes to Shliman, Yezzeid proceeded 110 further in the transmissiort 
of the imperial fifth of the spoil ; but collecting the whole of this vast pro- 
perty into his own possession, ajid still adding to his already prodigious 
wealth by the most unjust and oppressive exactions on the people of bis 
government, representations were at last conveyed to the Khalif, tax- 
ing his lieutenant with unwarrantable designs upon Khorassaun, if not 
with undisguised rebellion. Such an accusation against the man whoni 

s T 1 



A*H.XCVm. he had so recently rescued from death, and on whom he had so abondentfy 
/\. D. 716. lavished his favors, may be easily supposed to have affected Siilimai^ 
Tarikh With equal indignation and concern ; and as he was anxious provide 

Tebry. some iiumediate remedy against a result so dangerous to his authority, ho 

hastened to communicate his embarrassment to ibe members i>f bis family. 
By one of these it was observed that the wealth accumulated by Yezzeid 
was sufficient to excite the most alarming apprehensions ; that in the 
hands of any man, much more so in those of Yczzeid, it was sufficient to 
secure the empire of the worlds He therefore conceived it advisable that 
one of the Khalifs relatives should be immediately dispatched into Khor* 
assaun, with instructions to take from him this enormous wealth ; and 
that thus sheared of hia wings and feathers, he won id he compelled to lay 
aside his soaring and ambitious designs. In conformity with this opinion, 
Suiiiuan was engaged in expediting his orilers, and had probably writlcn to 
his brother Mosslemah the letter whiuh will be presently adverted to, 
when he was arrested' in the midst of his arrangements by the band of 
death. In the mean time, we are further ioforined that after he bad sa 
successfully disengaged himself from his perilous entanglement in the 
defilesof'rebrestau II, and completed the subjugation of JCirJaiin, Vezzeid 
advanced to^Rai; where he bad remained but a few days, vUien he received 
intelligence that Ayub thesem of Suliman, the heir apparent to, the Khe- 
laiiful was dead, and that his brother Paoud had in his room been nomi- 
nated to succeed on. the demise of SQiiman. These ijicidents have 
however inipercepiibly brought us iato the-yeax aiaety-cigjit ; in which, 
while Mossiemah continued the siege of Constantinople, his nephew, the 
just mentioned Daoud, was employed ii> some other quarter of the Greek 
territory, where he reduced the fortress of Hessen ul Meraut, the castle of 
the mirror, stated to lay in the neighbourhood of Seleitak 
Wc have been long since apprized, that in order to facilitate the opera^ 
tions of the important siege of Constantinople, the Khalif Suliman had 
taken up his abode at the town of Danek, in the territory of Ktinserein, 
the Syrian Chalcis of antiquity. The narrative proceeds to relate, that one 
day while he attended the funeral riteaof one of his people, he hastily, 
seized a handful of the earth which lay by the grave ; and smelling to it, 
exclaimed with apparent satisfaction to the bystanders, what a desirable 
pla(i;e of sepulture,^ what an agreeable fragrance ! feradventure, little sqpi.. 
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posinp; that before the expiration of a week afterwards, he was himself A.RXCIX^ 

destined to be consigned to the same grave. A. D. 717« 

While he suffered under the attack of that disorder, a pleurisy, or Tarikh 
pleuretic fever, which hastened his fate, be directed an instrument to be Tcbiy. 
prepared, constituting one of his children, an unblown minor, his successor * 
to the throne of the Rhalifs ; but his ministers, expostulating with him on 
the improvidence of committing the destinies of his people to the discretion 
of a youth without experience, desired him to recollect that the only solid 
consolation which would accompany him to his grave, would be the per- 
suasion that he had selected a man of abilities, |ind virtue, to preside over 
the actions of the faithful ; they received from him an assurance, that if the 
circumstance which they deprecated should unadvisedly come to pass, it 
would be ('ontrary to the most earnest wish of his heart; and that be 
should therefore take some further time for reflection. In this state of 
ind(‘cisioij, matters continued for a clay or two; when S&liman called for 
Jaiiber the son of lJussaun, the person to whose relation we are indebted 
for these particulars, and demanded what he thought of the qualifications of 
his son Daoiid ; Juuber observed, that being at a distance, it was Impossi- 
ble to say how he was situated at that moment. Wlu>m then wouldst 
** thou recommend to my choice,’* continued the Kbalif ; in that I can 
“ not jiresiime to be so good a judge as your highness,” replied Jauber« 

“ What dost thou say to Omar the son of Abdulazziz,” observed Suliman, 
ftirther interrogating his adviser, on this occasion ; when the latter, without 
hesitation, exclaimed that he had meutioned the man, of all others, the 
best qualified for his purpose, not less by the sanctity of his character 
among Mussulmans, than uniting to an excellent understanding the 
ijinst scrupulous integrity, and the most UDafiected piety. Nevertheless,” 
continued Sviliman, “ if 1 assign the succession to Omar, to the entire 
exclusion of my brothel's after him, it may produce the most dangerous 
commotions ; independent of the probability that they will never suffer 
him to exercise any authority over tnem.” \ezzeid the son of AbduU^ 
melck was at this period absent from court. The Khalif then proceeded 
to state, that if this prince was nominated to succeed next after the son of 
Ahdulazziz, it might eventually prove an expedient to conciliate all parties^ 
and effectually secure the public tranquillity. An arrangement, of which 
Jauber entirely approving, Sfilimao, without further delay, caused aa 
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A.ll.)tCiX. instrument to fce prepared to that effect, solemnly declaring Omar the sot 
A.Ci. 717. of Abdullazziz his immediate successor, with reversion, on demise of the 
Tarikh latter, to Yezzeid the son of Abdulmelek. The instrumeAt being then 

Tebry. carefully sealed up, it was delivered to the custody of the captain of his 

guards, andof Redja the son of Heyat; with an injunction, to pledge their 
aillegiance to the person therein nominated to the succession, and to hasten 
to communicate the same to the people. 

Redja proceeded accordingly to make the necessary explanations to the 
people, who requested to be admitted to an interview with th(‘ir sovereign, 
in which they were immediately indulged ; and being conducted to the 
presence ofSuliman.he desired them to direct their attention to the iiiclo- 
Bure which he pointed out to them in the hands of Redja ; “in that paper,’* 
Baid he, “is contained the will of your sovereign ; let me require your 
“ obedience to it, and your pledge of allegiauce to thj successor whom I 
“ have named therein.” The instrument was then presimu d to them hy 
Redja, and they all engaged on the spot to abide by the provisions therein 
regulated by the wisdom of the Khalif. 

When the people had separated to their habitations, the same Redja of 
whom w'e are now speaking, received a visit from Cuiar the son of AbduU 
azziz ; for the purpose of urging a request, that he would declare whether 
he was the person whom the Khalif had designated to succeed to the 
sovereignty of the believers ; that be might decline the envied distinction, 
while circumstances yet left it in his power to do so. Reilja, however, 
swearing by his creator, that nothing should induce him disclose the 
secret before the proper period, Omar left him in great displeasure, boon 
afterwards he received a similar visit from llashaum the son of Abduhnedek, 
with a similar request; reinforced by every consideration of the friendship 
which had so lung subsisted between them ; and a solemn pledge 
that the important secret should never transpire beyond his own 
lips. Redja, however, was not to be prevailed upon to betray the 
confidence of his sovereign ; and Hashaum, in leaving him, was heard to 
exclaim, clasping his hands together, that his pretensions had been 
evidently consigned away, and that the succession had thus departi d from 
theaoneof Abdulmelek ; otherwise there could have been no inducement 
Bufficiently strong to withhold the disclosure from him« 



Soon after he had fhiia dismissed his visiters, Red[ia repaired to the mk 4,H.XClir* 
chamber of SAIiman, whom he found, as he conceived, in a state which A D.yi7» 
bespoke bis speedy dissolution ; and he was accordingly proceeding to lay TariUi 
him in an even posture, when the Khallf unexpectedly spoke, telling him, 
that the time was not yet come.' The same circumstance occurred thrice ; * 
but the last time, Shliman told him, if there was any thing he wished to 
adjust, he was now at liberty to dispatch it. Then distinctly pronouncing 
these emphatic words, 1 attest that there is no God but God ! and 1 
attest that Mahommed is the prophet of God!” he closed his lips 
forever, and immediately expired. Upon this, drawing his eyelids toge* 
ther, and covering his face‘with a sheet, Redja quitted the apartment, 
securing all the entrances ; lest the event should by any means iranspice 
before he accomplished what he had further in view. 

The death of Shlimnn is said to have taken place on Friday the twentieth 
of Suffur,*in the ninety-ninth year of the Hidjerab, at the age of forty-five, ui.akhbaur 
and after a short reign, if we calculate from the demise Of his predecessor, and Tarikh 
of two years and eight months. ,By a compassionate act of justice in the gftzeidah. 
enlargement of prisoners, which distinguished the commencement of his 
reign, and by the general mildness and liberality of his behaviour towards 
ell men, this prince acquired the honorable appellation of Miftauhol-kheyr, 
the key of Ocrieficeiice. This could not be obliterated by a most voracious 
appetite, which would otherwise have been considered to debase his char- 
acter; and in the indulgence of which, he was frequently known to dispatch 
in the course of a day, the baked intestines of thirty lambs, apparently a 
favorite article with him, and thirty cakes of bread. Another act of jus- 
tice, which embellished the memory of Sfilimaii, was the decree which he 
issued, ordaining that those who bad suffered from the oppressive exactions 
of the tyrannical llejauje, should be indemnified from his.estate. For the 
lustre with which all men appeared disposed to adorn the character of this 
pi nice, he is, however, in the opihion of the author of the Tebrian clirooi- 
cle, principally indebted to three circumstances. To the period at which .. 
he succeeded to the Kheiaufut, when the whole empire was yet bleeding 
from the cruelties of llejauje ; to the general enlargement of prisoners, 
and extensive liberality to which we have already adverted ; and to his 
disinterested couduct in assigning the succession to Omar Abdiihl^i^ 

• First of October, A. D. 717. 



A.H.XCIX. notwithstanding a very natural predilection, by which he might have been 
A. D. 717* biassed in favor of his own children. 

Tarikh The last circumstance which we are here induced to notice, is the 
gftzeiflah. elevation to the Vizzaiirut, or office of first minister of state, of Jauffer 
Barmekky, the Barmecide, which is stated to have taken place under Sbli- 
man. Of this illustrious family, it is now discovered that, the ancestors 
had filled some of the most important stations under the Persian monarchy 
as far back as the reign of Ardesheir Baubegan. In them also hud been 
vested from distant periods, the hereditary superintendancy of the Pyr<ea, 
or temples of fire, of the magian superstition. Meiiher did the office of the 
Vizzaurut, if the author to whom we are indebted for this article is entitled 
to credit, depart from their house, until the close ot the reign of Harun- 
raschid. The gold and silver currency of the empire, which had suffered 
considerable debasement under the preceding reigns, was refined and new 
struck, under the administration of Jauffer Barmekky ; aud hence we are 
fold/that a particular species of pure gold, of the highest touch, received 
the designation of Zerr-e<*Jau fiery, gold of Jaufier's touch. 

OMAksonof Omar the son of Abdulazzis, sou of Merwaun, eighth Khalif of the 
AWulazziz, iiQygg Qf Qjjinje^ah. In the catalogue of sanguinary bigots, whom we 
thc^houseof these pages, invested with power, for the piiuishincnt of 

Ommeyah “unkind, the mind of the reader will derive some gratification, when it 
can repose on some solitary instance of humanity, and benevolence of 
character. Such an instance, making reasonable allowance for tlie zeal 
inspired by an intolerant religion, we may perhaps venture to introduce in 
the virtuous prince who now claims our attention. 

Having taken the precautions to we have already adverted, in 

order to prevent the death of his late sovereign from becoming known to the 
public, Redja hastened to Kaaub the son of Hamid, the captain of the 
imperial guard, to desire the immediate presence of the family of the 
Khalif in the mosque of Daiiek ; to which he was himself repairing. When 
these personages were accordingly assembled, he again demanded of them 
their pledge of fidelity ; but as they seemed to demur, as having already 
once performed that ceremony, Redja persisted in chiming their allegiance 
afresh for the person mentioned in the Khalifs will, which he held in his 
hand. With tins they at length complied, each of them again individually 
renewing his pledge of allegiance. On which, conceiving that he had 



Am l)dand iheimby an obligation, which, after this solemn they A.RXCfXr 

woukl scarcely presume to cancel, Redja invited them to repair to the A. D. 
palace ; for that Siiliman was dead However, he first of all proceeded to Tarikh 
open the will, and to communicate the contents; but when he pronounced T^bifv 
the name of Omar Abdulazziz, as the person on whom the succession waS • 
to devolve, Hashaum the son of AbduImrSlek loudly exclaimed, that he at 
least, for one, would never acquiesce in such an arrangement ; to which Red- 
ja immediately replied, with a solemn oath, that be should either sabmiti 
or forfeit his head : and he was accordingly compelled by personal forcO 
to declare his allegiance. The same Redja, from whose relation thesO 
particulars are said to be derived, proceeds to state, that he then seized the 
hand of Omar, and forced him to ascend the pulpit of the ImaumUt, With n 
Tepiignaiice to accept of his imperial authority, which does not appear tO 
have been in tiie smallest degree afieOted. Neither Could he be withheld • 

from expostulating with the assembly, when he observed the violent agita- 
tion into which llasliaum had thrown himself, on the inexpediency of 
trbtruding upon him an office, of w'hich another appeared to be so ardently 
ambitious; and which with such little selfdenial, he could himself so 
cheerfully forego. He was, however, Ultimately constrained to accede, 
with whatever nduetance, to the arrangements of his predecessor ; whose 
remains, after the customary purification, he' proceeded to deposit in the 
silent chamber of the dead. He declined, at the same time, the horses 
which weK brought from the imperial stables for his use, and an abode In 
the palace of the Khalifs; until the family of the departed Suiiman should 
he elsewhere provided for. 

When ho had thus consented to assume the reins of imperial authority, 
his earliest attention was directed to withdraw from the territory of the 
Greek emperor, the iri»ops which had been so disastrously employed under 
his kinsman Mosslemah ; whom he accordingly enjoined to rttuni to Syria 
with the shattered remains of his once numerous and formidable army. 

The extremities, in point of subsistance, to winch he had been reduced, by 
the emperor Leo, have been already noticed Under the reign of Silirmari ; 
he continued to struggle with his distresses, at the death of that pr* ce ; 

And when the new Khalif dispatched to recai him, hci did not neglect im 



A.H-7(.C1X. forward to hrm, the saryiio time, in cattfe and. previalm^ idl tfctt he conl^ 
A.I>. 717. procure from ihe uuited coQtributiun of every Mhsaulman, to whom be 
Tarikh did not scruple to apply on such an occasion ; the troops of hlesslemaH 
Tibry. being now, after having devoured every horse and quadrupeA within thais 
reach, confessedly driven to the very verge of perdition. 

It would, however, appear that some time previous to his death, the lat% 
Khalif bad written to his brother to withdraw firom the siegia of Constanti- 
nople ; as he proposed to avail himself of his exertions to counteract the 
ambitious designs of Yezzeid the son of Mohilleb, of whose exorbitant 
power in Khorasaaun he did not disguise hi^ apprehensions. Mosslemah. 
was at this period, it seems, encamped at Medeinut-ul-Feher, which, if it. 
is not the modern Pera, it will be difficult to recognize in the geography of 
the present day. Be that, however, as it may, he immediately prepared to 
carry the orders of Suliman into execution, and had put bis army in 
retreat: when the Greeks apprized of the design, issued from their worksi 
mid pursued him, with a vigour and regularity, far beyond what they had 
been known to .exhibit on any former occasion. Mosslemah was thus 
compelled to give them battle ; and »s the usual fortune continued to favor 
the exertions of the Mahommedans, now most probably animated by 
despair, the Greeks were again driven, after a severe conflict, and with, 
considerable slaughter, into the gates of Constantinople, vvhde Mosslemah 
triumphantly resumed his position at Medeinut-ul-Feher. 

Subsequent to this last defeat, the Greek emperor sent a person to coq-< 
fer with Mosslemah on the subject of a contest which he said had bc'cu 
already protracted between them, to a period beyond his utmost calculation. 
And be now, therefore, seriously proposed an accommodation on the fol- 
lowing terms. That the Mabommedan general should immediately 
withdraw from the Byzantine peninsula, and return to Messenjab, or Mag- 
nesia; that he should there send him an annual tribute of six millions of 
dirhems,* and a thousand ounces of gold ; with five thousand head of 
sheep and oxen, and a thousand mares. And he should, moreover, add 
such an assortment of cloth of gold, silk and scarlet, and other articles of 
precious fabric, as should be further agreed on. On such conditions ho 
now invited him to conclude a treaty of peace. To this Mosslemah 
briefly replied, that he was not averse to such an accommodation ; but 
ihathe bad bound himself, by a solemn oath» never to depart thence, until 

* U7,600/« 



1ia3 entered Constantinople ; that, admitted within the walla of hit 
metropolis, be would there take his proposals into consideration. If not 
he was deteridined to retain his present position, until it should please God 
to open its gates to him by conquest, or he should perish before its walls. 
With this reply, the messenger returned to his sovereign. In the mean 
time Mosslemah presented himself at the h^ of his army, under the 
walls of the town ; on intelligence of which, Aleiun, surrounded by a. 
multitude of his patricians and principal officers, appeared on the ram^^ 
parts, and from thence desired that the general of the Mosslems might be 
apprized that he wished to converse with him. Mosslemah immediately 
advanced, and, announcing that he was the person for whom he sought, 
haughtily demanded what he wished to-communicate. The representa* 
live of the Csesars replied, that the tenor of his vow had been explained to 
him ; that he had come to a resolution to accord with him in such a manner 
as to enable him to carry it into effect^: and that the whole of bis people had 
acceded to his proposition; on the express condition, however, that be 
shopld enter the city entirely alone, and unattended by any person what* 
ever. To this, Mosslemah signified his assent, stipulating also on his part, 
that the principal gate of the city should be left open ; and that Betaul the 
son of Amru, one of his principal captains, should be stationed there, Ui 
readiness to earry slaughter and desolation into their streets, if his persou 
^as assailed hy any act of treachery on the part of the Greeks. 

The arrangement being finally agreed to on both sides, Leo commanded 
the gates of the city to he thrown open ; while the troops of the empire, 
both horse and foot with their ensigns displayed,, were drawn out in 
beautiful order, extending all the way from the gate to the magnificeot 
cathedral church of St. Sophia ; while tables covered with a variety of 
refreshii>ents, were laid out at proper intervals by the inhabitants. And 
every thing being thus prepared for his reception, it was announced to 
Mosslemah that he was permitted to enter. Previous to his departure, be 
is, however, said to have addressed himself to the chief whom be bad 
selected to overawe the town in his absence, in these words. ** 1 am 
about to pass into the gates of this proud city,to takes survey ofihe lux* 
^Mirioui mansions of these Christians, and of the palace pf their emperor^ 
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A.H.XCnc. “wnll wbich T every other object but an ardtent zeaf for thfe 

A. D. w. ‘'exaltation of our holy religion, and for the abasement of irdideiity^' 
“ But as I cannot pretend to foresee what may liappen, you ^re to keep a 
:flsei«talu '^watchful eye ou all that passes ; and If by the hour of prayer in the, 

. “ afternoon, I do not make my appearance, you are to conclude that they 
“ iiave put me to death. Id which case you will euter the city with alL, 
^ your fnree, and having pillaged aud put the whole of fts inhabitants ta 
“ the sword, burn it to the ground. 1 have only to add, that if I fall, you 
“ are to consider my uucle Mahotnmed the son of Merwaun, ns your 
“'general; and to him, accordingly, you will then transfer the obedience 
‘‘-which you awe to me.^’ Thus saying, and with a loud voice repeating^ 
the tekbeir, Mosslemah proceeded alone, to enter the city of Coustan* 
tine. He was mouuted on a stately charger, and armed in mail from head 
to foot ; blit over his armour he had thrown a robe, or mantle of silk, or 
ermine, and his helmet was conceak^d under a turban of white linen. Jn 
bis baldric he bore his trusty sriinitar, and in his hand a kince, to the head 
of which was attached a white banner, the symbol of peace and forbear-^ 
ance from hostility. In this manner he passed thcougb the streets, without 
condescending to bestow a k)ok upon the muJtUiide who gazed upon him, 
with equal astniiishraent and admiration at the boldness and majesty of 
his deportment, until he reached the palaee of the empeior. He waSi 
received with a respect bordering on servility by that prioce, who stooped 
to kiss his hand, and even his oot, if our original is be CR^dited to the 
letter. The haughty Mussulman then proceeded, without dismounting, 
accompuuied by the degraded monaFCh on foot, to the infmite grief and 
mortification of his people, to the metropolitan cburch, which he entered, 
probably still on horseback : here his attention was* fxxed, among other 
gorgeous decorations, by a cross of gold, enriched with jewels of irjcstima. 
hie value, and by a chair, or shrine of the same metal On the former he 
immediately laid his hands ; and in spite of the emperor*s mtreaties to> 
restore it, lest the indignation of the people should be excited beyond con- 
troul, and to his assurances that it should be ransomed at its full value, he 
swore that he would never quit the city but with that precious relic in his 
possession. The multitude began in fact to be extrenaely agitated, and' 
could no longer suppress their clamours at the insolent and atrocious sacri« 
lege \ but their degraded emperor hastened to appease the tumult by n 
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fromifle, that he would himself replace the precious symbol of their A.H.XCni 
redemption, with another of equal GjDst and workmanship. In the mean A.D.7ir» 
time, apparently regardless of what was passing, Mosslemah made bis exit Tarikli ' 
out of the superb and sacred structure ; the sanctuary of which, he had thus Tahiy* ^ 
openly violated by a robbery without parallel, with the cross in his posses* 
sion ; and fixing it reversed to the head of his lance, in that state bore it 
in triumph through the streets of the insulted city ; at the gate of which 
he arrived, just as Iktaul the son of Amrfi, and his followers, were prepar* 
ing to enter, on a suspicion that he had fallen a sacrifice to the treachery 
of the Greeks. 

Mosslemah now drew off with his army to the position at Medeinut ul 
rdier; where the money and effects stipulated by the treaty of peace, were 
with a scrupulous punctuality, transmitted to him by the successor of the 
lloinati emperors; who gratuitously added for himself a valuable preset! tatioQ 
in gold auii silver, and cattle of every description. The Mahommedan general 
then cuiitiiiui'd his march to Messenjah, probably the ancient Magnesia^ 
wiiere his army was attacked by a pestilential disorder, which swept them 
ofl' 111 aldi’ining numbers. In this slate the people of Messenjah were 
encouraged to form a ci)nspiracy for their destruction ; but intelligence of 
the design being seasonably conveyed to Mosslemah, he anticipated the 
mischief, by immediaiciy assailing the conspirators ; and having put great’ 
multitudes to the sword, he laid the city in ruins, and levelled it with the 
ground. And having conducted the wreck of his army from thence to 
Ainuriah, or Amorium, the intelligence there first reached him that bis 
brother Sfiliinaii was dead. 

At Amhriah he also received from Omar the son of Abdulazziz, the 
letter announcing his recal, and which was conceived, it seems, in the 
following terms ; In the name of God, of the merciful most merciful ; 

** from Omar the son of Abdulazziz, the servant of the most high, to Moss* 

“ leinah the son of Abdulmclek. Be it known that the Syrian people have 
to me pledged their fidelity with a spontaneous cheerfulness of heart ; oa 
** the indispensable condition, however, that 1 shall administer justice to 
the people entrusted to my care, with the integrity of the most righteous 
** of Imaums ; and that 1 shall impartially and scrupulously distribute 
** among the faithfTil the spoil acquired from the infidels : in all which I 
shall humbly implore the grace of God to enable me to promote the pur^ 
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AfH,XC!X, *[ipoBe§, dmoe will. In the aiean timci, ivlien thiam bast reeef««d thli 
a.D.717. letter, let tt6nd in thee an example of aubmission, and obedience to the 
^rikh ** commands of thy sovereign, as thou hopest for grace to prosper thee in 

Tcbiy. ** the cause of truth. Hasten therefore, without delay, to my presence^ 

‘ together with the whole of those who have been serving under thy 
authority ; and beware that thy distinguished services, thy victories in 
the advancement of the true faith, be not tarnished or obliterated by any 
^ act of rash, and unavailing disobedience.*’ 

When this epistle was delivered to Mossletnah, he assembled his princU 
pal commanders, and to them repeated its contents; with a request which 
apparently bespoke the incertitude of his resolutions, that they would 
advise him how to act. He was, perhaps, mortified to hear from them 
an .unanimous declaration against any proceeding, which might be hostile to 
the authority of the new Khalif. They urged him to hasten to the pre- 
sence of his sovereign, with a just confidence in, and a sense of gratitude 
for, that exalted rank which liad rendered his appearance equally dtsiiable 
and indispensable : and which he derived from the bounty of that Almighty 
being, who had bestowed upon him that liberal share of science, bravery, 
akill«and grandeur of design, which had so often enabled him to be trium- 
phant over the enemies of his faith. Look to it,’" said tiny in conclu- 
sion, thatall these bloom ing advantages he not at once blasted by hostility 
** against the established sovereign of the believers ; for any such design 
"must doubtless terminate in cum, if not in reproach and infamy.” With 
a good grace, however, Mosslemah subscribed to the .sentimeiYts with 
which they appeared to be so cordially animated ; and be added, moreover, 
bis aoknowledgements that the sun of Abdulazziz was not Jess worthy of 
bis fortune from the other accomplishments w'liicli adorned his character, 
|han by his exemplary zeal in the cause of truth, his unblemished life, arid 
unaffected and sincere piety ; and he accordingly aigtnfied his intention to 
proceed immediately to the presence of Omar. He then put his army in 
march from AmOriab, and passing through Tebreiah, or Xrberias, arrived 
soon afterwards iu the neighbourhood of Damascus ; with no more than 
thirty thousand men, of one hundred and eighty thousand whom he bad 
conducted to the gates of Constantinople. 

He here received the Khulifs emnmands to enter Oaimisciis ; but as ha 

head of his army, he found when bi^ 



j^>p1ipd for adm'sftfon tile pvesenfe of Omar, thatk it mi danMhSHis MlvXani, 
an indignity to which he submitted with becoming patience, quietly retif* A- D. 
iag tu his own mansiooi to ruminate on the cincumstance. Next dny b# Ihrikh 
again presented , himself at the gates of the palacei with a retiime reduced 
tp tw'o thousand men, and again experienced the same niortifying reception ; 
being a second time compelled to withdraw without an audience* The 
third day, however, repairing to the palace, attended only^ by a akigle 
domestic, Mosslemah was, without further difliculty, ushered to the 
presence of Omar, by whom, after an injunction to be seated, he was 
addressed in these words. ** Thou hast traversed many a region, brave 
Mosslemah, hast attended many a warlike enterprize, and exposed thy 
person in many a conflict ; roost happy for thee, if thy motives havebeen^ 

** derived from an honest zeal to serve thy God, and not from the vain' 

^ ambitioir of acquiring renown. But if, by tby exploits, thou hast merely 
*' sought to have it proclaimed that thou hast gloriously served against iha 
enemies of thy faith, woe be to thee wretched Abu Sauid I and may the 
** God of mercy bestow his patdon both on thee and me.^’ And with this 
lecture, he for the jiresent dismissed him. Hut he continued, nevertheless, 
to make his daily appearance at court, to offer the customary testimonied 
of icspcct to his imperial relative. 

it is at the same time further related, that, on a report that Mosslemah 
disbursed the daily sum of one thousand dirbema* in the expences of hia 
table, Omar conceived the highest displeasure; hut disguising it for the 
moment, he invited him to take bis morning repast in the palace on the 
day following, in the mean time he directed his cook to provide an enter- 
ta nn.eiit of such abundance and variety, as he had before been little 
accustomed to; but added that he was also to prepare the usual frugal 
m^al of lentils, onions, and oil, which he was to' place before Mosslemah 
in the first instance ; the sumptuous articles of the repast to be reaer\ed 
as a second course. On the day appointed, Mosslemah. attended accord- 
ing to invitation ; and the Khalif designedly engaging him in discourse on 
the subject of his ex|)editions, and other matters, until noon, Mosslemah 
began to he extremely hungry; when Omar perceiving his distress, ordered 
his dish of lentils and onions, to be set befl>re him. On which, falling to 
with grnuine appetite, he fed until hunger was entirely appeat^ert. fhe 
i^'oiid course was ibeo introduced, but it was pcrtcctly lost upon Moaslc- 

•22/. 18i. 4d, 



A^H.XCIX. <^c>u1d eat no more ; and to the KhaliPs affected and )>re8sin|p 

A. D. 717 « entreaties, was obliged to confess that he had already sufficiently regaled 
^Tarikh himself. “ Good God then,*’ said Omar, “ canst thou venture to lavish 
Tebry. a thousand dirhems* a day on the ex()ences of thy table, wHen thy hunger 
is to be appeased by this simple meal, which 1 have provided at the 
expence of a single dirhem. Let thy fear of God, if thou hast any 
remaining, save thee from the stigma of prodigality; and trust me that the 
sum thus daily lavished on the useless luxuries of thy table, would 
** secure to thee the inestimable approbati(»n of rhy divine creator, if dis- 
“ tributed as it ought to be, to the numerous children of hunger, poverty, 
** and distress.” Mossleniah declared that the. admonition w'as entitled to 
his gratitude, and that he should not fail to make it the governing princi- 
ple of his future life. 

About the same time that he conferred the government of Irak upon 
Auddy the son of Ertaut, Omar Abdulazziz determined on the recal of 
Yezzeid the son of Mohilleb, from that of Khorassaiin ; and for this purpose 
he dispatched to him a letter, conceived in the following terms, “ In the 
** name of God, of the merciful most niercifid ; from Omar the son of 
Abdulazziz the servant of the most high, to Yezzeid the son of Mohilleb. 
Be it known, that having proved himself a faiihFnl servant to his God, 
and enjoyed a singular share of his f.ivor, bhliman has been sitinnioiied 
** to the presence of his maker; first, however, having made a disposition 
of the Khelaufiit in my favor, and after me in that of Yezzeid the son of 
Abdulmelek. The burden which had thus fallen on niy shoulders, it 
** would be impossible in any respect to consider either despicable or unim- 
“ portant ; and were my views confined to the objects of this life, I uas 
already in possession of treasures, and slaves of hath sexes, far more 
** than any man. But I confess that that which principally deterred me from 
“ accepting the important charge of succeeding to the government of iliia 
“ nation, was an apprehension of which thou art the source. However 
“ since the country in general has pledged its fidelity to me, I expect that 
“ thou wilt follow the example, and cause my authority to be acknowledged 
** by the army under tby command. After which thou art to appoint « 
“deputy to govern in Khorassaiin during thy absence, and to repair 
“ witliout further delay to my presence.” 

• About five-pence balf-penny. 



However it might be diBguited from ordinary pereeptione, the tendency AMXtHtX. 
of such a letter could not escape the lynx eyed jealousy of an oriental \ and A.D«7i7"Hfc 
eccordingly^ rthen it was consignedi on penisah by Yezzeid to one of hia firikh 
officers. It was observed to him without much deliberation! that if he 
expected to be confirmed in his government! it Would be advisable to dis* ' 
card the idea ; for that the style of this communication was extremely difierent 
from what he had been accustomed to receive. Nevertheless, Yezzeid 
thought it prudent to obey ; and having committed the government of 
Khorassaun in trust to his son Mokhulled, he left the province, and pro^ 
ceeded into lr4k. On his arrival at Waiissit he embarked on the river* at 
that place, with the intention of descending to Bassorah. But at the 
branch, or canal of Okkail, he was intercepted on his voyage, and his person 
seized and delivered to Auddy ul Fereuzy, the governor of IrUk ; by whom 
he was securely conveyed to the presence of Omar at Damascus. This 
prince had long entertained an avowed dislike for Yezzeid, and all his 
family, as men whose aspiring views It was not in his nature to befriend. 

Neither was the son of Mohilleb on his side much more favorably disposed 
towards Omar, being often heard to declare that he well knew his actions 
to b»‘ narrowly traced by that prince. And when he succeeded to the 
Khelaufut, he was equally aware, that with the acknowledged virtues of 
Omar, the vice of hypocrisy was entirely incompatible. 

Yezzeid was now conducted to the immediate presence of his Sovereign ; 
who proceeded to question him with rigid severity as to the treasure, of 
which, as hath been already noticed, he had written such magnifi* 
cent accounts m his letters to Sulimaii, He endeavoured to elude these 
inquiries by appealing to the rank which he was known to hold in the con* 
fidence and esteem of the late Klialif ; to whom he had so written, merely 
to excite the attention of the public, in order to prepare the way for the 
accumulation of further honors. Ami in truth, that it could be no otherwise 
than well understood, that it never W’as the design of Suliman to deprive 
him of a single article of what he had acquired by a series of distinguished 
services. “ At any rate,” observed Omar, “ it is very clear that I shall sec 
** none of it, until i have made thee the tenant of a prison. And }et perhapaT 
sense of duty towards an ofi'ended God may prevail upon ihee stdl to 

• The Tigris, 



w yv})»t r^p^ins ip t^y po$sps^ion of the propertj^ so unwarrantaMy^ 
A^U./lMb. “ detained t'rQip iby fello^ subjects.” ^ ^ 

' Tarikh ” circumstsuces the Khalif delivered the banners of a general to. 

Amrfj l|ie sou of Jerrauh the Hukkemite, and sent him to talte charge of 
^ . tile gpyemment of ^Lhora^^aun ; whik MokhtiUed punctually apprized of 

t^se proceedings* anticip&t^ed the disgrace, and hastened into Syria. In 
the presence of Qipar, with a generous and manly spirit,^ he pleaded the 
innocence of W» father. “ I trusted,” said he, “ that wheiv God Almighty 
“ |iad placed the destinies pf bk people in the hands of Omar, he badcon- 
“ furred upon them a great and solid blessing; how inconsistent, then to 
“ render a whole family wretched by condemning to the miseries of a dun- 
“ geon, an aged and unoffending individual >” “h is my pleasure,” said 
the Khalif, ** that he should remain a prisoner until he thinks fit to restore 
** what he has embezi^led of tho public property; and what he has acknow- 
^ledged in his correspondence with my predecessor.” Mokhullcd 
intreated that his sovereign would give them. peace on his own terms ; but 
Omar continued to declare that he woulii never be reconciled to Yezzeid^ 
until he relinquished or restored the property which he was accused of 
having sequestered ; or at any rate such part of it as he had not yet dis- 
posed of. “ If thou, hast proof of his delinquency,” observed Mokhullcd,, 
V thy decree will be unexceptionable. But if thou art without proof, let 
^ my father’s representations have credit. Suffer him to defend himself 
** on oath, that what is justly proved aganist him may be scrupulously 
** restored.” The Khalif held his peace. But when Mokhulled withdrew, 
he turned to his attendants, and said, in my opinion this is a better 
man tjban his, father.” Mokhullcd died some time afterwards, after a. 
short illness of a few days ; sa highly in the esteem of Omar, that he sent 
to acquaint Yezzeid that he had his permission to leave his prison at H&leb, 
where it appears he was confined, in order to perform the last solemil. 
otes at the funeral of his gallant son. This, however, he declined ; desiring 
thg Khalif to, be informed, that be might, if he thought proper, perform. 
Ihis offtce himself ; that for hiapart, he was determined^neves to quit hia 
prison while he continued to labour under the displeasure of his sovereign. 
And the departed accordingly committed to the earth under tht 

praters end eulogies of the vi(tuou9 sou of Abdulaz^iz^. 
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The disgrace of Yezzeid must, however, have occurred very early hi the 
year ninety-nine ; since on his entrance into the hundredth year of the 
Hidjerah, our author announces the supersession of Amrft the son of Ut 
Jerrauh, in the government of Khorassaun by Abdurraibman id Keshehy, 
after it had been held by him for the space of a year and five months. It 
was about this period, that a person of the name of Hobairah was sent from 
tkmascus into Irak, by Mahommed, the grandson of Abdullah Abbas, and 
father of Abfil Abbas ut Seffauh, the first Khalif of that race, in order to 
agitate, in that quarter, the claims of his family. Anfother penon was also 
'employed in Khorassaun to prepare the materials of revolution in that 
vince ; twelve subordinate agents being selected tot this purpose, among 
whom are to be found the names of Sfiliman the son of Kesheir, and Koht- 
bah the son of Shaib, both distinguished at a subsequent period ; when the 
aceptre of the Khalifs was transferred to the house of Abbas, by the cour^ 
age andtalents of the celebrated Abfi Mnsslem. 

The illiberal practice of^mprecatirig on all public occasions, the memory 
of Ally and his descendants had prevailed ever since the reign of Mauweiah t 
and as it was repugnant to the benevolent principles ofOinar, he now deters 
mined that it should be abolished. For which, say the Sheiahs, and for 
the atfection which he cherished in his heart towards the members of that 
much injured family^ heaven prospered his reign. But in order to intro- 
duce this conciliatory change, he had recourse to the (bHowing expedient; 
'He instructed a person, who was by nation a Jew, in the presence of all 
the members of his court, to demand one of the KhaliFs daughters for 
wife. And the Jew having, as he was instructed to do, accordingly pre-^ 
ferred this extraordinary request, in the presence of a numerous assemblage 
of the nobles and principal courtiers, Omar afiected to tfeat his demand as; 
Inadmissible on the score of discrepancy of religion. How then caitle 
‘‘ your prophet,” said the Jew, to make his daughter the Wife of Ally 
Ally)” replied the son of Abdulaaziz, was one of the most distitif* 
“ guishcd champions of the religion of Mahommied.” In that case,” 
Observed the Jew, “ by what perversion of principle is it that you presume 
to load his memory with execration On which, Omaft turning to 
his courtiersr desired that^ they would' answer the qiliestion» But as it 
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A. H. O. sppoftrecT to carry conviction to their minds, he, from that moment, directed 
A. D 718 . the obnoxious formula to be discontinued ; and a passage of the Kordn, 
kuulaussnu impoftiiig that the mercy of God might be equally extended to mitigate 
vl-aUibaur, the errors and dissentions of his religion, to be substituted in its room. A 
further proof of his regard for this persecuted family, was the restoration to 
the Benni Fatima of the lands or plantation of Fedaka, appropriated by 
Mahommed himself, as the particular patrimony of bis race ; but alienated 
and annexed to the public domains by the hostility of his successors. 

A H. Cj. the hundred and first of the Hidjerab, a schismatic, of the name of 
A. P. 719. Showzeb, equally distinguished by that of Bostaum, having, with eighty 
other persons, erected the standard of revolt in the depeudcncies of Kufab, 
Abdul Hamcid, the governor of that place, received from his sovereign a 
particular admonition, to select, in the officer whom he should efn|)loy 
against the insurgents, a person 011 whom he could equally rely for his 
prudence and experience ; and for his caution to prevent the uniihcessary 
effusion of Mussulman blood. Mahommed tbc son of Jerra^ with twa 
thousaiKl horse^ was accordingly dispatched to opp«>se the insurgents; and 
before any action could lake place between this chief and the followers of 
Bostaum, a dispatch was received by thq latter from Omar, inviting him, 
if the information he had heard was true, that bis del etion piocoeded 
flora au attachment to certain principles of faith, to cepnh' to Damsiseus ; 
where the matter might be submitted to a fair and liberal diseus'^ion, aud 
terminated iu sudi a manner as to jx'owolo the general interests of iheir 
common religion, 'i'he proposal appeared so equitable to Bostaum,. that 
be immediately subscribed to the spiiU of it ; and two persons, of the tribe 
of Beaui Beshker, proceeded accordingly as his agents, to discuss these 
points with the sovereigu of the Mahnmmedan commonweal tb. 

On their arrival in the capital of Syria, they were without difficulty 
admitted to an interview with Omar, who immediately proceeded to inter- 
rogate them as to the motives which had induced them to revolt against 
his authority. Tliey acknowledged^ in reply, that against himself they 
bad nothing to complain ; since bis life seemed to be nniformly governed by 
a love of justice towards all men. There was, however, one point between 
them unadjusted, which, if he could be prevailed on to concede, they 
were ready to give him every proof of their allegiance. And the Khalif 
desiring that they would explain themselves, they proceeded to state, that 
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having by his own actioiis already sufficiently stigmatized with the charac- A. H. Ch 
ter of cruelty and oppression, the conduct and principles of the house of A D,719» 
Ommeyah, every further doubt would be removed, if he engaged to curse Khoiaussuu 
them altogether in his sacred character of Imaum. Omar to this observed, ul-akhbaw, 
that however, in such a request, they might, in some measure, be sincerely , ^ 

actuated by views beyond the interests of this life, he could nevertheless 
inform them, that they were labouring under the influence of a very funda* 
mental error; since God Almighty had withheld the power of anathema 
from the pjMhet himself. “Neither do 1 conceive,’* continued the bene- 
volent Oma^“ that we are by any principle of religion or morality, bound 
to curse even those who are engaged in the most sinful rebell>on : if, not- 
“ withstanding, you are of a contrary belief,' tell me from what authority you 
“ have ever learnt that a curse has been enjoined even on the memory of 
the worst of the IMiaraohs, though he dared to arrogate to himself the 
“ sacred character of the divinity ; that 1 may have some circumstance to 
“justify me in the measure which you propose, of cursing the different 
“ hraiiclu sof my laiiiily ; fulfilling, as they are known to do, every duty and 
“ every observance of our holy religion, on the same principles as those 
which govern iny own practice and belief,’* 

Silenced on this head, the agents of Bostaum nowj^ifted their ground ; 
and they requested that the Khalif would explain lo them what be con- 
ceived of a sovereign entrusted with the government of a faithful people, 
who, however, in other respects, singularly endowed with every quality 
that cmi embellish the character of a just and virtuous prince, shall never- 
theless consign that goveriiment, at his death, to one whose conduct, he is 
alo'ady convinced, will be that of an unfeeling oppressor. Omar did not 
pretend to deny that such a person must be deplorably misguided in his 
judgment. “ Mow conies it then,” demanded these men, “ that thou hast 
“ devolved the care of thy people to such a being as Yezzeid the son of 
“ Abdiilmelek, though perfectly aware of the ferocity of his disposition, 

“ and of the scandalous vices which otherwise contaminate his character J** 

Upon this tlie Khalif is said to have burst into tears, and to have 
desired that they would allow him an interval of three days to deliberate 
on the subject. An instance of candour and moderation which drew 
from them the further just and voluntary acknowledgment, that they wero 
now entirely satisfied, that Omar was in truth a righteous imauni. But 



A. H*t). leaders tli^e Benni Ommeyah rciceiving information of the nature of 
A* P. 719* this conterence, and apprehensive that Omar might be led to chose a succesf 
KhoUussut- sor out of the family* immediately suborned one of his female domestics 
'ol^hbaur. tpgivc him poison ; of whicb^as he obstinately declined* the fiidof medicine^ 
he shortly afterwards died. 

In these circumstances, hearing that the life of Omar was despaired of^ 
Tarikh Yczzeid the son of Mohilleb^ who had every thing to apprehend from the 
Resentment of his successor, set his invention at work to contrive his 
escape from imprisonment, having adjusted his plan, he dij^ed one of 
his freednaen to get his camels in readiness for a journey, aOT to convey 
that which was intended for bis own riding, to a particular spot : then, 
having corrupted the vigilance of his guards by a donation of one thousand 
dinaurs, he found himself once more at liberty, and made the best of bis 
way towards Irak. He left, however, a note addressed to Omar, in which 
he assured him that were it possible to conceive a certainty that he would 
survive, he, for his own part, would never have quitted his piison. Hut 
6nding that there were no hopes of his recovery ; and ytistly apprehensive' 
of the vengeance of his successor Yezzeid^the son ol Abduiinelek, for* 
reasons to which theKhalif could be no stranger, that he had availed himself of 
an opportunity to eff^ his escape. On perusal of this note, the Khaiif is 
said to have exclaim^ Lord, if the designs of the son of Mohilleb are 
** hostile to the interests of this people, let his head be the forfeit.*. 
Kevertheless, according to some other writers, the escape of Yezzeid was 
subsequent to the death of the son of Abdulazziz. 

'This last event is stated to have taken place at Deir-e-Semiaian, the 
convent, perhaps, or monastery of Semaiap, on Friday the tweiuy-firtli of 
Rudjeb, of the year one hundred and one,f when Omar had attained the 
age of thirty-nine, and had filled the throne of the Khalits for the short 
period of two years, four mouths, and nine days. And his premature dis- 
solution in the prime of life, may have afforded considerable grounds for 
the suspicion of the Sheiahs, that he was the victim of some treacherous, 
end perhaps domestic conspiracy# 

Omar, the son of Abdulazziz was maternally descended from the Khaiif 
dpiar ul Khettaub, his mother being the daughter of Aussem, one of the^ 

-sTarikh aikzeiclah. f Ninth of February, A. P. 79#. 



fon»oft)iat prince* In the justice and mildness of bts government be A.RCb 
surpa'^sed the whole of the monarchs of the race of Ommeyah ; and hia A. D4 7S0b 
perfect and intjmate knowledge in the precepts of law and religion, have TmAv\ * 
given to his decisions in many cases the sanction of an oracle. From a T«biy« 
kick, which, in his infancy he received from one of his father’s horses, he * 
bore on his face a remarkable scar, and from this circumstance he has 
been denominated the Ashed/e of the Bennt* Ommeyah ; and his great 
uncle, the disinterested and respectable Abdullah Omar, is said to bava 
indicated the character of his reign by the following prophetic exclamatioi. 

Would to heaven that I could recognize him among the descendants of 
O'mar ul Kbettaub, with the mark upon his countenance»and the fame oC 
whose justice shall fill the world.”. Ingratitude to the memoiy of thin 
benevolent prince, it is further recorded,, that F4tiina the daughter ot 
Imaum irii^sseyne, should have borne testin^ony to his merits, by the declara- 
tion, that while he lived, the descendants of F4tima would never be ia 
want of a protector. And in proof of his scrupulous economy in the 
expenditure of the public money it is alleged that he never drew fromi 
the treasury more than two dirhems^ a day» for the entire suppeefcof 
self and his whole domes tio establishment. 

* Tsrikh gflzeidab. 

t |Chp]auafU|-ul-akbbaur. t About elevcn-pencw 
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CHAP. XV. 

A* H. Cl. "^^EZKEID tbe second, the son of Abdulm^lek, ninth Khalif of th« 
A.D. 7go. X house of Ommeyah. The benevolent son of Abdulazziz was scarcely^ 
Kholaussut- cold in his grave, and his successor^ Yezzcid, firmly seated on the throne 
ul>«ldibaur. of the Khalifs, when the whole of his beneficent regulations were annulled ; 

and the officers, whom he had selected for their moderation and love of 
justice, deprived of their* appointments, in order to make room for others of 
a character congenial with the disposition of the new sovereign. In the 
mean lime, the premature death of Offiar was no sooner announced to 
YizzeiuII Abdul Hameid the governor of Kfifah, than he conveyed instructions to 
IXth Khalif Mahommed the son of Jerra, to commence immediate hosiilities against the 
ofthehouae insurgent Bostaiim. The latter discovering the hostile indications in the 
of Ommey- camp of his antagonist, observed to his friends, that he was convinced 
>h. something fatal had ^occurred to the righteous sun of Abdulazziz; or this 

man would not presume to anticipate the work of slaugliter, before the 
return of his agents. On which he hastened to give him' battle, and 
defeated him with considerable loss. He was equally successful against 
several other commanders, alternately employed at the head of Yezzeid's 
troops to quell the insurrection. But a very superior force advancing to 
assail him, under Saiiid the son of Omar the Jershite, Bostaiim, after 
exhibiting distinguished proofs of intrepidity, w'as ultimately defeated, and 
cut to pieces with all his followers. 

The principal source of Yezzeid^s anxiety was however derived, and 
with considerable reason, from the escape of the son of Mohilleb. lie 
therefore delayed not to communicate that circumstance to Auddy the son 
of Ertaut, the Ferauzian, governor of ir^k, whom he cautioned to be on 
his guard against the designs of this warlike and enterprizing chief. And 
he instructed him at the same time, to secure the persons of every 
individual of the family of Mohilleb, whom he should discover at Bassorah 



In consequence of this early intelligence, the governor of Mk wis enabled 
to seize the three brothers of Yezzeid, AbdulmSlek, Habeib, and Merwaun, 
^honi, within who were attached to them; he immediately imprisoned. 
In the mean time, the fugitive Yezzeid had reached a station called Ketau- 
tanah, within one stage of KAfali ; and very narrowly escaped seizure, from aT 
party detached to intercept him, by the governor of that city, Abdul Haqir, 
eid, the grandson of Zeid the brother of the Khalif Omar til Khetauh;* 
This party, through an accidental delay in its commander, . did 
not reach the station at which it was intended to expect the arrival of 
Yezzeid, until an hour after he had passed ; and as these meji were tOQ 
much fatigued to proceed in pursuit of him, he was thus enabled to make, 
good his retreat to the neighbourhood of Bassorah. ^ » 

Without embarrassing the course of the narrative, by entering further 
too minutely into detail, it will be sufficient to notice, that after failing in 
an attempt to riegociate with the governor of Ir&k for the enlargement of 
his brothers, the son of Mohilhb succeeded in giving a total defeat to 
that commander, whom he drove for shelter to his palace in the 
town of Bassorah. Yezzeid then took post in the mansion of Shli- 
man the son of Zeiaud, which was contiguous to the palace ; and Causing 
the latter to be entered by escalade, it was, after a short resistance, com- 
pletely in his possession, and the person of Auddy seized and brought 
before his conqueror. On this occasion, observing a smile of contemptu- 
’ ous indifference on the countenance of his prisoner, Yezzeid is said to have 
addressed him in these terms. By him that made us, 1 should have 
supposed that there were at least two circumstances, either of which 
might be thought sufficient to suppress thy risible propensities. One thy 
inglorious flight from the field of battle, and thy holding of thy hands thus 
in the attitude of supplication like a woman. The other, that thou art thus 
brought to my presence like a fugitive slave to the presence of his lord. 
Knowing that there is no capitulation betwixt us, and that thou art entirely 
a prisoner at discretion, why is it that thou hast affected this indifference; 
** when reflection should remind thee, that 1 may immediately strike thy 
head off?*’ That thou hast obtained the advantage of me,” replied 
Auddy, I cannot dcMiy ; but 1 also know that thy life and mine are 
^ bound hy the same thread. 1 know, Yezzeid, that they will make thee 
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A.'Hv Cl. •• responsible for my fate. In the mean time, it is thy business to relleel 
A, D. ygo. u invariably God Almighty has ultimately prospered his armies against 
TarikH «« the designs of traitors. Avail thyself of a speedy repentance, and hasten 

Tsbiy. <( iQake some reparation for the evils which thou hast occasioned, before 
^ the tempest is at thy door; when thou wilt probably find none to treat 
^ with thee, and repentance will be unavailing.” ** To thy assertion,’’ 
observed Yezzeid, ** that my life and thine are so closely bouiul together, 1 can 
** onl} wish, in reply, that God Almighty would continue mine, no longer than 
” while that water fowl dips its head beneath the stream, if any such con- 
** nection truly existed ; and to thy menace that thy blood will be retaliated 
** upon me, I solemnly declare, that if there were this day ten thousand Syr- 
** ians in my hands, 1 would sacrifice them all to my just vengeance, in the 
**8ame place and at the same hour. 1 am, however, persuaded that the 
** circunistancealoneof my being in arms against them, will be considered by 
^ thy friends, as a far more dreadful and alarming calamity, than the slaugh- 
** ter of ten thousand of their followers. But afier all, it may be thy 
** opinion, *that if 1 became tbeir suppliant, they might be induced to for- 
** give me all this bloodshed ; perhaps to gratify me in all I demand ; and that I 
^ would then cease from hostilities. Know, mistaken man, that when 
** intelligence of what is now passing here, shall reach Damascus, thy 
** boasted friends will be too much alarmed for their own security to think 
on thine. Perhaps the very least of their concerns will be that which 
** relates to thee. Thou hast, finally, expressed an opinion, that 1 should 
^ repair the injuries of which my undertaking has been the occasion. I 
“ shall take the liberty of reminding thee, that if' 1 were in need of an 
** instructor, of a monitor, of a person to preside in my councils, thou art 
" not the man on whom my choice would rest.” He then ordered Auddy 
to be conveyed to his prison ; but, as if suddenly recollecting some circum- 
stance which he had omitted to explain, he sent for him again, and addressed 
him for the last time, in the following words. ** If 1 am compelled ta 
** immure thee, Auddy, within the walls of a prison, it is to be solely 
ascribed to thy detention, and severe treatment of my brothers, in spite of 
my earnest solicitations to soften the rigors of their lot.” The governof 
of Ir^k was now conducted to prison; though he continued to assure every 
one, that he difLnut yet entertain the slightest apprehensions as to lifo« 
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Ahhoug^, on 'beoomiiig master of Baasonh, YeaBetd bad been joined bjr A.H.CI. 
ibe greater part of the inhabitants oftbat town and the neighbouring terri- A. D. rai. 
tory, there ijere, however, many of the most respectable, particularly, of the ^Tarikh "" 
tribes of Keyss, Temeim, and Malek, who withdrew ; partly towards KAfah, Tebiy* 
to put themselves under the protection of Abdul Hameid ; and partly, 
towards Damascus, to convey themselves to the presence of their sover- 
eign. Among tbeSe latter was Howaury the son of Zeiaud, and Amrii ul 
Atteky. As they were hastening into Syria, they met on their way, with 
Khaled the son of Abdullah ul Kesheiry, accompanied by Hametd the son 
' of Abdulm^lek Mohillehy, and Amrh the son of Yezzeid the Hukkemite, 
bearing proposalsrof peace and oblivion, in>m the reigning Khalif to the 
eon of Mohilleb. Howaury very briefly told them that their mission was 
not likely to produce any effect with Yeaseid, since he was now 
triumphant over ail opposition ; and then proceeded to relate all that had 
recently passed at Bassorah. Both Khaled and Hameid insisted, howevei^ 
with their companion, that he should proceed on the business with which 
he was entrusted ; as they were confident that the terms which he bore 
would be cheerfully acceded to by Yezzeid : neither were the assertions of 
a man of such long established animosity to the family, as Howaury, to be 
rashly credited. Nevertheless these expostulations experienced but little 
attention ; the nephew of Yezzeid was delivered over to the custody of 
Abdurraihman ulKiillauby; and soon afterwards, together with -his couzhI 
’ Khaled, the son of Yezzeid, and Hemmaud the son ofZijer, who had been 
seized by Abdul Hameid the governor of Khfah, conducted to Damascus : 
where all three were thrown by the Khalif into close imprisonment, from 
which they never lived to be enlarged. 

When the people of Bassorah had, however, in general engaged their 
allegiance to the authority of the son of Mohilleb, and with him concurred 
in abjuring that of the Khalif Yezzeid, the doors of the public treasury 
were thrown open by the insurgent chief ; and the sum of ten millions of 
dirhems,* distributed to the soldiers who had joined his standard. And 
further to extend his power, he dispatched his agents to secure possession 
of the several provinces of Ahuauz, and Farss, Kermftn, and Mekraun, to 
jthe banks of the Indus, Presuming at the same tin.e, perhaps too oonfi- 
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. H. Cl. dcntly, on bis influence with the public, he ventured, as the re|>resentatrve 
. D. 720. of the iinauiuut to address an assembly of the inhabitants, whom he had 
^ikir called together in the principal mosque of Bassorah; denianding their 
Tebiy. obedience, by the sacred revelations of the ^oran, and by the law of their 
. prophet. By the same sacred appeal he urged them to immediate hostile 
ties against the Syrians ; declaring that a war. against that people was more 
meritorious than even against the hordes of Tartary, or the unbelieving 
savages ofDeylem. For were they not the men by whom the children of 
the prophet were driven into hopless exile, among the wilds of Tartary, 
and among the infidels of Hiudbstaun ; the murderers of the lamented 
Imaum llbsseyne and his family at Kerbela, and the barbarous violators of 
his sacred remains. These efliisions, unfortunately, awakened recollections 
but little favorable to the new born zeal of the son of Mohilleb : and Hus- 
sun Bassory, who happened to be one of the assembly, could not forbeai 
giving utterance to his indignation in the following expressions. Good 
**God is it Vezzeid the son of Mohilleb that presumes to call upon the peo« 
** pie by the word of God, and by the traditions of his prophet Then with 
a loud voice he was proceeding to address himself personally to the orator, 

, whom he had given to understand, that, as a ruler and a subject, his merits 

were already sufficiently known to his audience, and that if he had any 
thing further to communicate, it could be best explained to himself ; when 
those who sat by, placing their bands upon bis mouth, compelled him to 
silence. Enough bad, however, escaped him to attract the attention of 
Yezzeid, though be studiously affected the contrary. In the mean time, 
the majority of the assembly bad quitted the mosque ; when Nasser ben 
Ibrauhim the grandson of Onss ben Malek well known in Issl&m, stood 
up, and demanded in support of Yezzeid, what should prevent the people 
from obeying an appeal, to which, excepting iu the short period of the 
reign of Omar Abdulazziz, they had been so lung strangers ? he was sud- 
denly interrupted by an exclamation of surprise from the same Hussun of 
Bassorah, that the descendant of Onss ben Malek should stoop to be the 
advocate of sedition. Is it necessary then to remind you,” said he, that 
this is the same Yezzeid, who but the other day, struck off our heads, and 
** sent them by dozens to the Benni Merwaun ; and now, forsooth, that he 
^ has chosen to take oflenco wit 6 them, thinks to engage you in his q^uarrel,. 
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by exhibiting a few cubits of linen at the head of a pole, abd ait Kypocriti- it; R Cl. 
" cal appeal to the truths of your religion. The most prudent step that you A D. rsfc 
could adopt, in my opinion, would be immediately to seize his person, and Tarikh " 
** convey him to the son of Abdulm^lek ; and to that prison in which he Tcbiy; 

** was so justly confined by Omar Abdulazziz: to the entire removal of • 
those feuds which otherwise threaten to disturb the peace of society.’* 

But an universal clamour being now raised from all quarters, to demand 
if he meant to justify the cruelties of the Syrians, Uussun indignantly 
disclaimed any such disposition towards the men who had dared to confound 
every principle of riglu and wrong ; who had consigned the hallowed city 
of Medeinah fur three sut'cessive days and nights, to plunder and massacre; 
who had dishonored the women of their brethren by the most scandalous 
exposure ; had impiously violated, set fire to, and laid in ruins, the temple 
of iheir God, the sacred sanctuary of the Kaaubah; and to fill the mea« 
sure of their crimes, had put the forsaken children of their prophet to the 
sword. ** tUernal execration be upon them,” concluded he, and upon 
“all who adhere to them.” 

Notwithstanding this attempt to counteract his views, Yezzeid was 
shortly atterwards in a situation to quit Bassurah, at the head of anumer« 
ous army ; and leaving his brother Merwaun in charge of that city, he 
consigned his treasures to anntlier brother, Abdulm6lek ; and sending him 
forward at the head of his advanced guard towards Waussit, he followed in 
the course of a few days, at the head of the main body in the same 
direction. 

In the mean time, the intelligence which continually reached him, of 
the success of the insurgents, now extending from the lower to the 
more elevated regions of Irak Ajem^ filled the mind of the imperial repre- 
sentative of the house of Oinmcyah, at Damascus, with anxiety and alarm; 
and seemed to cast an impenetrable gloom on all his piospects. After 
considerable deliberation, he, however at last, determined to employ his 
brother, the warlike and experienced blosslemab, in conjunction with 
Ahlias the son of Ul Walid, to stem the progress of this formidable insur- 
rection ; and having placed at their disposal the flower of the Syrian army, 
he seat them towards Irak. The two generals, in due time, appeared 
accordingly iii great force at Heirah, where they encamped# 
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, cr. At^pri^of dw mtrvil of Moeslemab, Yezzeid, who bad by thta tia# 
rao. assembled his troops at Wauasit, thought it necessary to consult with his 
Xwikh friends, on the measures which it would be most advisable to adopt in the 

Xibiy. present posture of afikin. His brother Habeib proposed, without much 

hesitation, that he should immediately withdraw with the whole of his 
force towards Pares, where be recommended that he should establish his 
head quarters. And that by fortifying and securing the different roads and 
passes across the mountains, and thus throwing himself between them and 
the important province of Khorassaun, the Syrians would find diiiiculiies 
to surmount, and the war protracted far beyond their expectations ; while 
the whole of the fortified places remaining in his hands, the hardy natives 
of the Kohestaun would not fail to join his standard. To this syste m, 
whatever advantages it appeared to exhibit, Yezzeid decidedly objected ; 
demanding if he proposed to chain him like an eagle to the summit of the 
mountains of Mk Ajem? ^'Afier the advice which 1 formeily offered 
^ thee in vain,*' replied Habeib, this to me appeared the best 
** suited to our' circumstances. Thou oanst not have forgotten that o n 
** the reduction of Bassorah, 1 proposed to thee to detach a part of the 
army, to take possession of Kufab, from Abdul llameid : the man 
** whose attempt to seize thee, when thy escort did not amount to more 
than eighty persons, afforded such a convincing proof of his inferiority; 
^ when the slightest exertion would have enabled thee to anticipate the 
^Syrians, in the possession of that city ; the principal inhabitants of whiett 
** have long ardently sought for an opportunity to submit to thy authority, 
f' There is, however, still one further plan which 1 would reconimpiid to 
thy adoption. Let a strong division of the army, under the orders of one 
••of our nearest relative!, be immediately detached to occupy the province 
** of Jezzeirah; with instructions to take post under cover of some one of 
the fortified towns with which that province abounds : thou mayst then 
put the remainder of thy force in motion ; and the Syrians, with their 
^ attention thus divided, will, in all probability, be disposed rather to delay 
** their attack, until they shall have been able to ascertain the object of these 
** movements. In the mean time, the people of Mossfil, and those of the 
territory of Ahfiauz, who may be inclined to espouse our party, will have, 



^an opporttini^ of joining ) and tha entire reaottfces of the eonnfiyMiig 
*Uhus at ih^v command^ it is but reasonable to calculate, that the .natives A*D.7aa» 
** of Jezzeirah ^nd Irftk, with ail the adjoining passes, will soon be brought ~ 

** to acknowledge thine authority. And the war with the Syeiana beuig Tafayr 
*Mhu8 transferred to a spacious and extensive country, our movemenia « 

** will be unembarrassed, with the whole of Ir&k in our rear.** But declas- 
ing himself totally averse to any separation of his force, Yeazeid rejected 
the suggestions of his brother ; his resolution being ultimately' fixed on gtv« 
ing battle to Mosslemah and his collegue. 

The hundredth and second year of the (lidjerahVaa now anived.; when 
the'son of Mohilleb, having consigned his treasures, and all his prisonen, In 
the care of his son Mauweiah, whom he had appointed as his lieutenant 
over Waussit, advanced with his army in the direction from which he 
understood the Syrian generals were approaching ; his brother, Abdulkb^ 
being at the head of the advanced guard. At a place called Gheflfer, nt 
Chesser, it is impossible to determine which, he encamped, and there 
>esolved to expect the enemy. Mosslemah, on the other hand, havihg deg* 
tended along the opposite bank of the Cuprates from Heirab to Ailbaur ; 
and from thence, directing a wooden bridge to be thrown across the river 
opposite to a village called Waubet, he soon afterwards passed with the 
whole of his army to the Mesopotamian side; and continuing his march, 
brought his troops to an encampment, at a very short distance from the 
position, in which lie was expected by the insurgent. Some time beforci 
AbdulmSIek the son of Mohilleb had been detached by his brother, though 
now too late, towards Kufab; but being intercepted in his march, by^a divi« 
sion of the Syrian troops under Abbas the son of U1 WaLid,<at a statiOQ 
called Sour, he was there defeated after a gallant, and for sometime dubiouB 
conflict, and compelled to fly for shelter to his brother’s camp. The troopt- 
of Abhas and Mosslemah were now united in the presence of Yezeetd. 

In this situation, either to mask his own, or to appease the apprehensious 
of his followers, Yezzeid could stoop to express a contempt, for the cbarac* 
ter of his adversaries, but little justified by the fame of their exploits. 

You speak to me,” said he to his friends, of the arrival of Mosslemah aud 
Abbas, as a matter, peradventdre, of vast importance. Believe roy 
solemn affirmation, that with me, the redoubted Mosslemah ranks wilh 
ibe vilest reptile which crawls along the earth. And with respect to Abbai^ 
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A.H.€tT. brood of Selab’s* inauspicious camel, already has he been one# 

A. D. 790 . ** indebted to me for life; since but for my inteicessiou the Khalif buimian 
Tarikh ** would long ago have blotted him from the page of existence/’ It is neces* 
Tebiy. nary to observe, that the obscure allusion here resorted to, in adverting to 
the tiaroe of Abbas, is explained by the circumstance that he was of a 
ruddy complexion, with blue eyes, and, worse than all, the offspring of a 
•Greek mother. Dut whatever expressions he might he induced to apply 
to the Syrian generals, Yezzeid, finally, declared that though the whole 
5 vorld were theirs, and he himself stood alone, without the support of a 
single friend, he esteemed them too lightly to entertain any apprehensions 
of the issue. 

Abdul fhimeid the governor of Kufah, though by taking postatHeirah 
on the Euphrates, he had effectually cut oll'all intercourse between Yezzeid 
and the inhabitants of that city, and had sent part of his troops to join 
Mosslemah, was now, for reasons which do not appear, removed from hig 
government by the latter chief : and Mahommed the son of Amru, a des* 
Cendant of Aukkebah the son of Abi Moghait, appointed to supersede him, 
Yezzeid was not of a disposition to remain long inactive, with the enemy 
thus encamped under his very beard ; and he accordingly proposed, to his 
captains, to employ a division of twelve thousand men selected from the 
flower of his troops, under his brother Mahommed, to attack the army of 
Mosslemah, under cover of the night ; and at break of day to take 
advantage of the confusion, by leading to the attack the whole of his forc6; 
with a confidence of success, of whicbi under providence, he would have 
persuaded his followem to entertain the same ardent expectations with 
himself. But in this spirited design be was doomed to be baffled by the 

* Salah the son of Arphaxad, next preceded the patriarch Abraham in the list of the 
prophets. He was commissioned by Omnipotence to convert the idolalrpus ThamAdians, 
descendants of Shem, established at Hedjer or Hajer, midway between Hejauz and the 
frontier of Syria. These demanding irom iheproplict as usual, a miracle in proof of his mission^ 
bis prayer, produced from the sideof a mountain, or from the living rock, a camel, with 
her foal ; the latter of a red colour with blue or cat’s eyes. The dam was killed at the end 
of thirty years, by the son of one of their chiefi, who was of a fair complexion, with blue 
ejei ; and the bellowing of the foal produced an aweful example of God's vengeance, in the 
entire destruction, at one moment, of the whole nation, Salah and his proselytes excepted^ 
The story is familiar to the oriental reader. 
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proposal nfan expedient, of which, the consideration of the past might A.H. Ml. 
easily afford an example. Previous to the commencement of hostilities A. D. reol 
it was urged, by a certain chief of the name of Semeidia, on whom he i'arikh ^ 
had recently bestowed some particular marks of his confidence, to try Tebty; 
whether the Syrians were not to he wrought upon by an appeal to the , 

Korkn ; and this being rather peremptorily supported by Abh Zebbah, 
another principal leader among the Arab tribes, the insurgents, in spite o( 
every argument to the contrary on the partof Yezzcid, determined that no 
act of hostility should he entered upon with Mosslemah, until the proposed 
• overture should have been positively rejected on the part of the Syrians* 

The exertions of his brother Merwaun to send him reinforcements frona 
Bassorah, were equally frustrated by the influence of the same HusSun Bas* 
sory already mentioned ; who repeated all the arguments he could devise 
in order to dissuade his fellow citizens from engaging in these scenes 
of mutual extermination. 

Whether those affected appearances of moderation arose from cowardice, 
or treachery on the part of his followers, or whether any overtures of the 
nature above alluded to, were ever actually proposed to the Syrians, is not 
explained ; but whatever miglu have been their ostensible object, the Sug*- 
geslions of these men effociually prevented the execution of an enterprize, 
on which Yezzeid might very reas'onably have formed the most flattering 
expectations of success ; and may perhaps have had an influence not very 
•remote, in producing his ultimate ruin. Be this as it may, Mns- 
slemah, and Yezzeid, had now continued encamped in presence of each olhef 
for the space of ciglit days, when, on the fourleenth of^juffer,* of the year 
one hundred and two, they reciprocally prepared for battle j Mosslemah 
at this critical conjunctiii e, detaching one of his captains to set fire to, and 
destroy the wooden bridge, by which he had crossed the Euphrates, and 
thus cutting off from his troops ^ery prospect of safety by flight. On this 
occasion the army of Mosslemah appears to have been* disposed for battle 
in two distinct divisions, perhaps in two lines, the one under his own, and 
the other under the cimunand of Abbas. Yezzeid, on his part, cunficling 
Ills right and left wings to his two brothers, liabeib and Fazzel, or perhaps 
M&fuzzel respectively, appears to have awaited the conflict in the ordinary 
• Twcnty*Uiii'd of /Vugust, A. D. 780 . 

s Z 
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A. H. Cn. flispoaition. Before the armies were yet either seriously or jfeoeraHy 
A. U. 720. iMiLiiijed, the amoki- ascending from ibo confljgration of the bridge of the 
Tarikh liupnrates,lMiiiig<»bscrved by the men of Bassorah, whocompnsejl the principal 

T«bry. part(»f the troops of Vczzcld, they were seized by a sudden and irresistible 
' panic, and fl»'d from the fi* Id without a single exertion. With equal disgust 
and indigiiatinn, at this early proof of their pu^illannnity, Yezzeid, whom no 
consideration could ever reconcile to the idea ol flymg before the enemy, 
presenied himself in the front c»f the battle, surrouiidf d by his friends; whom 
he forbid to oppr»sc t ie fl.^ht of these dastardly fugitives, trusting, as he 
expressed himself, that it would bo tie last occasion on which God 
Alm'ghty would bring him to the same place w'ith such miscreants. 

This shameful dt'sertion of the majority of his troops, independent of liis 
natural intrepidity, may pr<»bal)ly have animated the son of Mohilleb to the 
most desperate exertions ; as he is ackntjvviedged to have exhibited in the 
conflict of this day the in<»st distinguished proofs of bravery and resolution, to 
the discomfiture and slaughter of many a Syrian. He was, however, in search 
a nobler victim. His voice w as repeatedly heard, calling aloud on Mossle^ 
mah to desist from the slaughter of the unoffending multitude ; to disen- 
gage himself from the promiscuous ranks, and by a personal conflict w'lth 
him, to spare their soldiers the necessity of further mutual extermination. 
Mosslemali, by whom the invitation was not unheard, turned with affected 
indifference to his followers, and demanded what they thought c)t this pro<v 
posal. “ Is not this,” observed Koiiel tfie son of Abbas, “ Yc/zeid the 
“ son of Mohilleb, the champion of all Irak ?” True,” said Mosslemah, 
but under preseiif circumstances, it w'oiild be disgraceful in me to attend 
to his invitation.” “Your observation is very just,” replied the sou of 
Abbas, “ here we have two alternatives, either dishonor or death ; lei our 
“ general take his choice.” Mosslemah held his peace. About the same 
crisis some one approached, and announted to Yezzeid that his brother 
Habeib had fallen. On which he despondingly observed, that after the 
loss of such a brother, life was, to him, no longer of any importance ; 

under any circumstances of defeat,” said he, “ it would have been always 
“ hateful to me ; it will be now intolerable.” Then calling upon his 
friends to advance, lie placed himself at their head ; but outstripping theiu 
is the ardoMr of his courage, he soon left them behind, and engaging in the 
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Sickest of the enetny, spread terror and death in eveiy direction round 
him. 

He was thus exerting himself with unparalleled gallantly in the hottest 
of the action, and the Syrian squadrons had repeatedly given way before 
the impetuosity ofhis assault; when the same Abb Zebbab, whose doubtful^ 
behavior might probably have already awakened considerable suspicion in 
the breast of Yezzeid^ approached, with an intreaty that he would imme- 
diately quit the field, and retire towards Waussit ; which he might secure 
and fortify, until he should be reinforced by the troops still expected from 
‘Bassorah ; as w'ell as by those which were known to have embarked from 
Bahareyne, and the coast of Oinman. *‘Thy counsel is unworthy of my 

notice,’* said Yezzeid, ** since with me dea’h will be far more tolerable^ 
*‘thana life of ignominy.” “ My advice,” replied Abb Zebbab, “has 
“entirely arisen from an anxious solicitude for the safety of my general.” 

“ For what immediate reason ?” demanded Yezzeid ; “ seest thou not that , 
“ph.iianx of steel that is bearing down upon thee?” said the intruder: 

“ VVliat h ive I to apprehend from that ? ” observed Y ezzeid ; concluding with 
a request, that if he was disposed to take a share in the conflict, he 
Vould keep at a distance from him. 

Keiidered not less conspicuous by the spirited grey charger on which 
he fought, Yezzeid continued to expose his person before the foremost 
ranks, still seeking fur Mosslemah with indefatigable eagerness ; and hav* 
ing at last approached within reach of the object of which he was in quest, 
the hero of the house of Omnieyah for a moment stood appalled ; but 
immediately recullecliiig himself, be was preparing to meet the assault of 
bis opponent, when bis person was encircled by a croud of the Syrians ; 
and the gallant Yezzeid, unable to stem the torrent of overwhelming muU 
titudes, soon afterwards fell ; together with his brother Mahommed, Seal- 
meidia the Kbilaubite, and doubtless many more of his bravest associates. 

It IS, however, further related, that Kohel the son of Abbiis fired with A 
noble emulation by the singular prowess with which, the hitherto invmci* 
ble Yezzeid seemed to sustain the assault of his enemies in all direction's, 
called out to the Syrians to mark the person of the son of Mohilleb ; 
declaring wuh a solemn asseveration, that he would either kill him, or that 
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A. H. rn pcri'^h hy bis h«»nd. Then rushing; forward with a troop of his followefa; 

A. IJ. /2o. ii(> a-.>.iii('(l iiiiii v^ilh the utmost tiiry and iui|)et<i08ity ; and as the rotn- 
Tanka hat.nils were lui mediately erivf*lo|^*d with a (df)ud of dust, issue con- 
TeUy. • tiiutc'l iorsonie time in iearf'ui suspense; hut the dust ultimately sulisidmg, 
the gallant Yezzeid was found a lifeless corse, and his no less hrave 
a*^^ailant fallen not far from him, just breallnng his last ; and being alieady 
speechless, he could by no other means explain what had passed, than by 
alternately pointing to the body of Yezzeid, and to himself, to indicate that 
they had fallen by each others hands, he immediately extiircd. Mt^ssle- 
mah repairing soon afterwards to the spot, where the bi>dies lay side by side,, 
acknowledged that with him at least there was no doubt, that the illustri- 
ous n bel had fallen by the band of the son of Ahl>as ; he could, however, 
not recognize the head of Yezzeid, until the blood and dust had been 
washed away, and a Durban placed upon it; when the well known featiirea 
being clearly traced, it was transmitted, without delay, in chaige of Kh.i- 
led the son of Walid ul Aiikkebali, as an assured proof of his. victory, to the 
Khalifs presence at Damascus. 

Ill the mean time, ignorant of the fate of bis brother, Mufuzzel continued 
the action with undimiiiished bravery, at the head of his division ; but 
when that event was announced to him, he hastily quitted the held of 
battle, and withdrew towards Waussit, leaving three hundred prisoners it> 
the hands of the conqueror. These were, by order of Mosslcinnh, conveyed 
to Kufali, to the care of Mahonuned the son of ArnrA, by whom they were 
imprisoned until the Khalifs pleasure should be known. Orders were^ 
however, soon afterwards received from court, condemning them all to die ; 
and they were accordingly led to execution by twenty, and thirty at a lime. 
When the last thirty were about to suffer, they alleged that, belonging to 
the tribe of Temeim, if matters were justly appreciated, instead of punish” 
• ment, they were entitled to reward ; since Mosslemah was, in a great 
measure, indebted to them for bis triumph over Yezzeid. The plea was, 
however, urravailing, and they were cut off to the last man. Although, 
when all had suffered, instructions were received fn>m Mosslemah when 
too late, to suspend the execution of these unfortunate captives. 

The defeat and death of Yezzeid was, on the other hand, no sooner 
announced at Waussit, than the same unsparing vengeance was retaliated 
upon the unhappy prisoners left there in charge of his sou Mauweiah;; 
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ky whom they were all I'mmedratety put to death, without mercy, including A. H. Cli 
AuSdy the son of Erldut the late governor of Iiak, his son Mahommed, A.D.780. 
and many morg, now dooincd to perish by the hand of the executioner; in Tsrikh 
spite of every remonstrance against the inutility Of such a wanton waste ot Tsbiy. 
hion-in blood. Maiiweiali then quitted Waussit, and withdrew towards • 
Hassorah, taking with him the.wliole of the treasure and eHecta entrusted 
to his charge by his father, lie was joined soon afterwards at Bassorah by 
his uncle MufuZiSel, with those who hadescaped nith him from the carnage 
cl'tlelatc battle; so that the wreck of this distinguished family audits 
fortunes, were now brought together at that place. In these circumstanceSs 
the son of Yezzeid aspired to the authority of his father ; hut he was 
uiianiinously opposed in his views, by the adherents of the family ; who 
contended that this was a distinction, to which, in point of years, and 
maturity of judgment, his uncle Mufuzzel possessed indubitably superior 
claims. And as they refused to acknowledge the authority of any other, 

Mufuzzel was accordingly, on the spot, elected to conduct their future des- 
tinies. After uhich their attention was employed in the equipment of a 
sufficient number of vessels, for the conveyance of themselves, and all their 
property, by sea. to the coast of Kennuun. 

At a place, here designated Keunaiizil, peradventure Kundabeil, on the 
remotest fronti^^rs of the empire, bordering on Ilindhstaun, Yezzeid, 
reasonably foreseeing what might come to pass, w'hen he resolved to enter 
into a contest with the house of Ommeyab, endeavoured to secure an 
asvluni for his family. Tliis fortress, of so much eventual importance, he 
consigned to the charge of one of his captains, whose name was Weddaya 
ben llameid, of the Arabian tribe of Ezd ; explaining to him, without 
reserve, the nature of the trust which ho was about to confide to hisdiscre- 
tion. “ In the war in which 1 am about to engage with such powerful 
** adversaries,” said he, in the instructions which he addressed to thia 
chief, “1 must expect one of two results; either i shall be victorious,, 

“ 111 which case it will be my caie to distinguish thee by the most liberal 
‘Mnarks ot favor; or my design will terminate in misfortune: and in that 
**case, I have resolved that iny family shall hud a retreat under thy pro- 
** tection at Kundabeil, where they may remain, until their adversaries shall 
be prevailed u(K)n to give them terms. For this object, so indispensable 
to my present and futurq repose, my judgment has led me, of ail tbo 



£• H. Cn. ** lo ffx my choice on thee. And that choice it will behove t|pe«| 
A. D. 720 . **by thy conduct, ultimately to Justify.” He further bound him, by the 
Tarikh most solemn oaths end engagements, to be faithful to the tryst thus exclu* 
W’7* sively reposed in his valour and attachment. 

. Mosslemah becoming, however, apprized that the survivors of the family 
of Mohilleb, were thus assembled at Hassorah, dispatched, without furthef 
delay, a division of his troops in quest of them. Hut as they were pre- 
pared for the pursuit, they embarked, a« soon as informed of the approach 
of the enemyi on board the fleet which had been early equipped for their 
reception, together with all their women and children, arms and eflTeets; 
and immediately sailed for the coast of Kermnun, From ihenec, in due 
time, they continued their retreat U) Kennanzil, or Kundabeil, where they 
had been taught to expect, at least, a temporary assylurn from their pursuers. 
Nevertheless, they found on their arrival, the gates of the place closed 
•gainst them, and an absolute refusal, on the part of the ungrateful Wed- 
daya, to admit them into the town. A division of the KiialitVs troops soon 
afterwards came up with them, and in these desperate circumstances, com- 
pelled them to combat for existence. It appears, however, raiher an 
inconsistency in the statement, that, iu)tvvitlistan hug his recent hehuviour* 
Weddaya the Ezdian should have been entrusted with a coiiimaiid on their 
right wing, and another chief of the same inbo, with one of equal impor- 
tance on their left. Both these m'Mi had entered Into previous articles 
with the Syrians ; and in the heat of the action, almndoikd their posts, and 
went over to the enemy. Perceiving the treacherous defection, Mcrwaim 
the son of Mohilleb indicated a design to approach the qu.iro r where the 
women had been lodged; but his brother iNihfuzzci, immediat* ly guessing 
his purpose, and demanding what he was about to di», he ackno\\ ledged that 
he was going to put the women to death ; since the apprehensions which lie 
•uBered on their account, were infiiiitely more painful than the last crisis of 
bis fate. The arguments of Mufuzzel prevailed upon him to relinquish the 
horrid design, and to abandon tbeobjects of his anxiety to their destiny. I he 
galluDt brothers then uniting their efforts to withstand the Syrians now 
pressing to their destruction, must have perished soon afterwards, amid 
heaps of their enemies ; together with all the race of Mohilleb that bore 
arms in the battle, including Mauweiah the son of Yezzeid, and all hit 
4arviviug4mcittS| of whom not one appears to have escaped the sJaugbten 
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•The women nnci children faUing, of course, into the bands of the victors, A. H. CU» 
wtrre* ail ooudtniiied in consequence of a vow of Mosslemah’s, to be sold as A 
slaves ; happily, Jerraqh the son of Abdullah engaging to exonerate him Tfrikh 
fioiu I he obligation ot hiH oath, and taking upon himself the purchase of the 
wiiole tif them, on a promised payment of one hundred thousand dirhema*, 
which never appears to have been rigorously exacted, these unfortunate 
captives were thus reJeemail tram a state of slavery, by the exemplary 
huiiirinity ol ' .1 generous individual, in circumstances which might have 
e.vposed him to the hazard of some very dangerous suspicions. 

' f laving thus extirfguished every vestige of so formidable an insurrection, 
Metssleiiiah received from his brother the entire government of Ki^fah and 
Bassorah. to which appears to have been annexed the provinceof Khorassaun. 

That of Kufah was deputed to Mahommed Zulshaunah, a grandson of the 
Khahf 111 WaJid. About theTsame period, the territory of Maweruuneher, 
including Bokhara and Samarkand, with Tchauteb, and Ferghaunah, was 
conferred b}' Yezzeid, on Sauid the son of Ainr(i, the Jershite, the con- 
queror of Bostaiiai. The. provinces of Azerbaijan, and Armenia, were 
consigned to 'fhaubet the Neherwanian. 

Proceeding to take possession of his government, Sauid crossed the A. M. CIU, 
Jeyhhn at Balkh ; and remaining at Bokhara and Samarkand, no longer than A. D* 721* 
was necessary to dispatch the proper arrangements, marched directly into 
the territories of the prince ul Ferghaunafa, before whose capital he now 
Encamped. But the prince of Ferghaunab sending to request an accom- 
modation, Sauid agreed to give him peace, on the very moderate consider- 
ation of a sum of <uie hundred thousand dirhems, together with fifty male, 
and fifty f« male slaves; to all which the prince subscribed, pledging his 
hand for tliu faittiful performance of his. part of the engagement. In the 
night, however, w'hile the Musslems lay buried in profound steep, the 
Fi rgliiUinian, with ten thousand of his followers, suddenly entered their 
eijcanipinent, and succeeded in committing deplorable slaughter among 
theiii : until at last awakened from their surprise, the Mosslems stood to ' 
heir arms, and repulsed their treacherous assailants with equaUslaughter ; 
liiihiig their prince, with two thousand of.those who had accompanied him 
oil his inauspicious undertakuig. 

The govermurnt of Kh'tnssauii was, about this period, transferred by 
-Yejueid to his couxiu Abuulmeleli the sou’ or Besber, son of Merwaup, 

•2,291/, 4 /. 
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A. H. cm, with the same powers as had been formerly enjoyed by his father. But 
A. D. 721* as this prince evinced a liberality of disposition, which did not exactly 
^ TBrikhT coincide with the views of Yezzeid* he was shortly afterwards removed, 
Tebry, and Mosslemah the son of Zetrauhi appointed to supersede him. The 
latter sat himself down very quietly at Mer6 ; without giving to his follow- 
ers those opportunities of enriching themselves by the spoils of the infidels, 
and by foreign conquest, through which his predecessors had usually sought 
for popularity and distinction, in the mean time, Thaubet the governor of 
Azerbaijan, being ordered to advance towards Derbeiid of the Alans, to 
Suppress an insurrection of the Khozzers, was attacked and defeated with 
great slaughter by that people, at a place called Mcrj-ul-hijaurah. 
Encouraged by their success, the Khozzers immediately advanced into 
Armenia ; while Yezzeid discharged his fury and vexation on the head of 
his general ; and with more than ord. nary diligence, equipping a fresh army, 
he sent it, under Jerrauh the son of Abdullah, the Hukkemite, towards that 
province, in order to punish and expel these rebels against bis authority ; if 
such they might be called, who had nearer been more than imperfectly sub^ 
jugated. 

On entering Armenia, Jerrauh, however, found that tlic Khozzers bad 
evacuated the province on his approach ; and retired into the strong hold of 
the Baub-uUabhaub, the Caspice Portae of the ancients, and the Derbend of 
the moderns. The Mahommedan general pursued ; and having allowed 
his troops a short repose in the territory of Berdla, the abode of Alexander’s 
queen of the Amazons, he crossed the adjoining river, the Khrr ; aiul con- 
tinuing his march to the district of RAdbaur, w'ithin two fursiings of the 
Baubutabfiaub, he there encamped. Here he requested that the chiefs of 
the neighbouring mountainous regions would repair to join him ; one of his 
followers, at the same time, suggesting the expediency of a halt of three 
days, to supply himself with provisions and forage. Jerrauh presented 
himself soon afterwards before Baub-uUabuaub,* and finding it abandoned 
by the enemy, he passed, and encamped his army on a rivulet, about half 
a fursung gn the opposite side of this celebrated bulw'ark. While a part of 
his army, amounting to five thousand men in two divisions, were employed 
the one to plunder the town in his rear, and the other to drive the territory 
of Derwauk, or Dervauk, with instructions to rejoin him, without fail, the 
following day, Jerrauh, with the remainder of his troops, estimated at 

* The gate of gates. 
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twenty thousand strong, prosecuted his march, and again encamped at the A. tt. CTfll 
distance ofsix furaungs within the pass* P-TSl* 

The detachments which he had employed to plunder the country, soon Tkrikh 
rejoined him, with several thousand head of sheep and cattle, and three Tdny* 
thousand captives : and, what was of some importance, the information 
of these ravages seems to have hastened the arrival of Bartcheng the son 
of the Khaugan, or Khaun of the Khozzers ; who now approached with 
forty thousand of his followers, to give battle to the invaders. In the con«» 
diet which ensued) the Mahommedans, animated to a pitch of desperatroti 
by the assurances of their leader^ that they had no place of retreat, no hope 
of safety, but in God and the exertions of their own valour, overcame all 
resistance on the part of the enemy, and obtained a signal victory ; which 
enabled them to appear in triumph before the Walls of a fortress) 
which is here distinguished by the general name of Hesseine; but which at 
at this distant period, if that were of any importance, it would be very 
didicult, if not impossible to recognize. The inhabitants, however, sought 
and obtained terms from Jerrauh ; who proceeded next to a City called 
Yerghu, or Bergliu,^ to which, after experiencing a resistance of three 
davs, he also granted a capitulation. Still advancing into the territory of 
the Khozzers, the next place which he came before, is called Melinjer, or 
Mclkhidjer; the approach to which, the inhabitants had further fortified by 
a barricade of three hundred waggons, fastened together with ropes. This, 
one of the aoldiers of Jerrauh observing, immediately determined to 
remove, and calling upon such of his associates as were willing Co devote 
themselves in the cause of God, to follow him, he made for the waggons, 
accompanied bv about one hundred of his countrymen ; and cutting the 
ropes by which they were fastened together, drew them all to the encamp^ 
ment, in spite of the arrows and other missiles with which he was assailed, 
without cessation, from the walls of the town. The Mussulmans, by a 
desperate attack, became soon afterwards masters of the place, with a cop- 
sicierable booty ; but the prince, with about fifty of his followers, effected 
his escape, as is here represented, towards the territory of Samarkand ; 
more probably into the regions of Tartary adjoining to the Volga, whirh^ 
in the then imperfect ideas of geography among the Arabs, might have beeU 

• Probably TarkA. * 
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A* K. CIV. supposed to depend upon that celebrated jcapital. He left, however, Kit 
P* 7 8g. wife and children to share the fate of the unfortunate inhabitants,, who 
Tarikh were, as usual, condemned without alternative, to be sold tbs slaves,. 
Tthor. This afforded to the Mahommedan commander an opportunity of furhish» 
jpg in his own person, another example ot humanity to the vanquished, 
so rarely exhibited in the history of his countrymen ; although bis alleged 
motive that circumstances might yet arise, when such an instance of 
generosity would be remembered to his advantage, may not be allowed to 
acquit him entirely on the score of self interest. He purchased the family 
of the prince of Melinjer, or whatever it may be called, on his own account, 
at the expence ot a considerable sum of money ; and sending to the hope^^ 
less fugitive proposals of peace and protection, he prevailed on him to 
retiirti: and with his territory and government, gratuitously restored to him 
what might have been equally dear, his forsaken wife and lost children. 

From hence, Jerrauh proceeded to another fortified town, which, 
although defended by a population of forty thousand men, submitted oo 
Ihe appearance of the Mussulman troops, and afforded a further accumula- 
tion of spoil, to a great amount. He is now stated to have directed his 
march for Samarkand ; from which it might be supposed that he had 
already encircled, in his progress, the northern extremity of the Caspian ; 
a conclusion, by no means sufficiently warranted by the premises. Ho 
was, however, proceeding in this oncertain direction, when a letter reached 
him from the prince of Melinjer ; urging his immediate return to oppose a 
most formidable combination of the mountain chiefs, who had violated the 
faith of treaties, and were assembling their troops in great multitudes, to 
cut off his retreat. This information, the Tartar prince declared he had 
been induced to convey to him, aathe smallest return he could make for 
the generous restitution of a wife and family, uninjured both in person and 
honor. Jerrauh, on the receipt of such an alarming piece of intelligence, 
countermarched his army without the smalhst delay ; but being compelled 
to suspend bis operations, by the breaking in of winter, at a Tartar canton- 
ment called either Shekky, or Shelly, or some such name, be remained 
here in winter quarters, anxiously looking out for reinforcements at the 
terminatifin of the season ; when information arrived that the Khulif Ye2> 
aeid wa& dead, and tiiofc he had beeu succeeded by bis brother Uashauizu 



In tfie course of the year one hundred and five, while this prfnce resided a. 
dt one of his palaces, somewhere in the territory contiguous to the fiver A.D.rss. 
Jordan ; and while amusing himself in a garden with one of his women, of kholauasute 
Che name of Jauriab, to whom he was. passionately attached, it happened* ul^aktabaar* 
that of some grapes which he was employed in t(»ssing at her, and she 
catching with her mouth, one unfortunately stuck in her throat ; and pro* 
ducinga violent fit of coughing, terminated in her immediate sufibcation. 
Inconsolable for her loss, Yezzeid, for the space of a week, refused to suffer 
the lifeless frame of this beloved female to be conveyed to the receptacle 
of the dead ; and continued his visits to the apartment in which she lay, 
until the remonstrances of his courtiers compelled him at last to give orders 
for her interment. The sense of the accident preyed, however, so violently 
upon his spirits, and left so deep and fatal an impression in his heart, that 
after surviving but a very few days^ he became a victim to his grief, and 
followed his mistress to the grave. This is the account which we derive 
from the relation of some historians; while others briefly ascribe the death 
of Yezzeid to a consumption, or gradual decline, to which he ultimately 
fell a sacrifice,* on Friday the twenty-fifth ofShabiiun,oftheyear one hun* 
dred and five,f at the age of forty-five, and after a reign of four years, 
lacking fourteen days, lie had, while in good health, secured the imiiiedi* 
ate succession to his brother Hashaum, with reversion, on the demise of 
the latter, to his own son Walid ; whom at a subsequent period, we shall 
find accordingly seated on the throne of theKhalifs, among those ephem* 
eral sovereigns, who exhibited a short lived and fleeting splendour, just 
before the final extinction of the power of the house of Ommeyah. 

Uasuaum the son of Abdulmelek, tenth Khalif of the house of Ommey- 
ah. J 11 three days from the death of his brother, Hashaum arrived from 
Ressaufah at Damascus, and ascended the vacant throne without opposi- 
tion. J lie confirmed the government of Armenia to Jerrauh the son of 
Abdullah, with promises of speedy reinforcements, to enable him to prose- Xth Khalif 
cute the war against the Khozzers ; and he removed Amrfi the son of Yezzeid of *he house 
Hohairah from the government of IrAk, to which he had been but recently Ommey^ 
appointed by his predecessor, and transferred that province to Khaled the 

' Tarikh Tebry. t Twenty-sixth of Januaiy, A. D. 784. J Tarikh Tcbiy.. 
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A. H. CV. BOH oT Abdullah ul Katheiry ; with instructions to depute his brothe* 
A. D. 7S4. Asseid to preside over Khorassauii^ and to seize the person of Amrb the 
Kliolaubsuu late governor of Mk, from whom he was to exact a rigid ac9ount of the 
at-a^hbaut. revenues of his province. On bis arrival at Bassorah, the seat of his govern* 
ment, Khaled accordingly confined his predecessor, and by various 
severities, succeeded in extorting from him property to a vast amount ; in 
defiance of the clamours of the inhabitants, whose afiections he had gained 
by the mildness and benignity of his administration. Tlie charities which 
he, however, continued to distribute among his fellow prisoners, wrouglik 
so powerfully in his favor, that AmrO found it not difficult to escape from 
Ins coiifiiirment ,bui as his flight could not be long concealed from Khaled, 
ho WdSSDon afterwards pursued, overtaken, and put to death by Malek the 
son of Ul Muiizer, whom that chief had employed to secure him: a cir- 
cumstance which occasioned such violent displeasure in iJasliaum,. whose 
views (lid not probably extend beyond bis properly, that the exccinioiier 
was immediately sent for to his pn seuce ; and after sufieritig a severe beat- 
ing on the neck, and his nose to be crushed, was thrown into a prison, wliere^ 
he soon expired under the punishments which were further iu^cted upon 
him. 

Having received the instructions of Hashaiim, Jerrauh the son of Ab- 
dullah, in order to meet the promised reinforcements, withdrew from the 
cantonment in which he had passed the winter, and came to the castle of 
Berdaa, or Berdia, on this side the waters of the Kfirr ; and from thence 
to Baylegaun, and ultimately to Ardebeil ; wIrtb be cemaiiRd, while 
delachineuts fr(im his army were employed in carrying slaughter and pil- 
lage through the districts of Moghaun and Khotlan. In the mean time, 
the prince of the Khozzers summoned to ,ioin him all the neighbouring 
infidel powers, to aid in the total expulsion of the Mahommedaiis: and a& 
they hastened to his standard in incredible midtitudes, the Khaugan dis- 
patched them with his son Bartcheng at their head, to Invade the province 
pf, Azeibayjan. This prince, accordingly, encamped soon afterwards ax the 
confluence of the two rivers, the Kurr and Oras, with an army of three hun- 
dred fbousand men ; and crossing into the territoiy of Moghaun, made him- 
self master of the principal town, and put all the garrisons there, and 
elsewhere, that fell into his hands, to the sword, without mercy. He theit 
directed his course in search of Jerrauht whose troops being at this period 
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■e^liixortly dispened thniigh the difTereot towns of. Azerbayj&n, afibrded a,H.CTi 
to the Khozzers an opportunity of committing, without restraint, the most A.D. 7S4. 
fatal ravages tiyoughout the country ; with a disparity of number, which Taiikh 
seemed to exclude all possibility of success, Jerrauh disdained, however, Telujt 
to avoid a conflict with the enemy ; or even to take advantage of a strong* • 
position at the foot of Mount Seblan, or Silnn, to which be was urged to 
withdraw, by one of the natives of the country ; until time and circum-« 
stances should produce some change in his favor, or until the promised' 
reinforcements cif Hashaum should arrive to his relief. At a village called 
'^hchervaiin, he pitched his tents, and determined to give battle to the 
Khozzt'fs ; who did not long withhold an opportunity of bringing his reso^ 
lution to the test. They encamped in his presence, and a desperate action 
imniedrarely ensued ; in which, iiotwithstaiiding every advantage of dispo- 
sitinii and discipline, liis troops were compelled to give way to the prodigi- 
ous superiority of niiniher on the part of the enemy, already sufficiently 
elated hy recent successes. Hy the most forcible appeals the Miissulinans 
were, however, prevailed upon to rally for a time ; hut their chief having at 
last perished, intrepidly combating at the head of their ranks, they Vrere 
totally def<‘ated, and in great numbers put to the sword; and the women and 
children of .h rrauh falling alive into the hands of the enemy, contributed 
to rt'flect the greater horror, on the cirsumstances of this disastrous defeat. 

Some of the fugitives escaped to Oamaseus, and communicated to Hash* 
aum the particulars of this fatal discomfiture, to the equal grief and con- 
sternation of Inmself and all his subjects. The Khozzers, in the mean 
time, advanced to the gates of Ardebeil, which they immediately invested; 
and the inhabitants, after resisting for some time with considerable firmness, 
but finding themselves closely pressed without the smallest prospect of 
relief, consented in an evil hour to surrender the town. The Tartars 
immediately cMitermg, put every man bearing arms to the sword, making 
captives of the women and children, and conveying away every description 
of property which they might not think it necessary tn destroy. They then 
dispersed through the neighbouring towns and villages, putting to death 
every Mussulman that fell into their hands, and committing every species 
of enormity and outrage. 

To repair these disasters, and put a stop to the further desolating ravages 
sf the Khozzers, Sauid the son of AmrCl the Jershite» at this period reaid* 
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A.A. Ctr, Ihj at Ba1kh,wafl pointed out, by the unanimous voice of his ministera, to 
A, D. 734. Hasbaum, as the person best qualified by his talents and courage. He was 
Tarikb accordingly sent for into Syria, and having been fully apprised of the dis« 
tfsbiy^ comfiture, and death of Jerrauh and the principal part of his army, was 
immediately required to prepare for an expedition into Azerbayjaun ; with 
such a force as would be competent to avenge the sufferings of his slaugh- 
tered countrymen. A levy of thirty thousand men, cliosen from the Syrian 
troops, was then placed under his orders ; and as on other important occa- 
sions,, a standard, prepared by the Khalifs personal directions, wa« 
deiiveied into his hands: with all which, and liberally supplied for his own 
and the siibsistance of his army, he accordingly took his departure for 
Azerbayjaun. 

On reaching the town of Erzenjaun, he was met by several of the rora- 
paiiions of Jerrauh, who explained to him further particulars of the 
misfortune which had befallen their general and his army, and awakened 
afresh the emotions of sorrow for that deplorable catastrophe. Having 
however, furnished these men with arms to avenge their recent losses, he 
proceeded to the gates of Kkhlaut; which being in the haiuls of the infidels, 
occupied some days in the reduction. After that, putting the garrison to 
the sword, and dividing, as usual, the booty among his followers, he con- 
tinued to advance through the country ; successively making himself 
master of the various fortresses and castles in his way, until he penetrated 
to the territory of Berdia ; to the inexpressible joy of the surviving Mussul- 
man in habit ants, whom he exhorted his followers to relieve to the extent 
•f their abilities. 

From Berdaa, or Berdia, Sauid conducted his troops to Baylekaun, or 
Beylegaun ; and there receiving, from one of the oppressed inhabitants, a 
relation of the injuries, which, in common with others, he had suffered 
from the Terkhjiii, nr officer whom the prince of the Khozzers had left in 
charge of the neighbouring districts, he determined to employ a detat'h- 
ment under one of his own kinsmen to surprise this person, and the troons 
who were with him. As the Tartars appear to have been ignorant of the 
approach of their assailants, and otherwise totally absorbed in the excesses 
of brutal debauch, the detachment was completely successful ; cutting their 
commander to pieces, in the presence of the women whom he had forcibly 
tome from their parent ; and ktlling all of his followers whom they fouuA 



on the station, retained with a*considerable booty, to their general; to 
whom this appeared an encouraging prelude, to the more extensive and 
important scenes of wartare, jn which he was about to engage with the 
Khozzcrs. 

The main body of the latter nation was, in the mean time, encamped^ 
under Bartcheng, before the gates of Werkdn, which they threatened to 
reduce ;and it Mas of considerable importance that the inhabitants should 
be apprized, that succours were at hand. This was accomplished through m 
native of Baylekan, who, on this occasion, cheerfully devoted himself to 
certain death, to promote the views of his general. Necessarily falling 
into the hands of the besiegers, in approaching the town, he obtained from 
them permission to communicate with the inhabitants on their walls ; on a 
promise, that the information which be gave them, should be the very 
reverse of what he was employed to convey: but being conducted for 
that purpose to a convenient spot, near the works of the town, and having 
first caused the people to recognize him, by a remarkable pye-bakl horsey 
of which he was known to be the owner, he announced to them, with a 
loud voice, the joyful intelligence that Sauid the son of Amru, with a 
powerful army, was arrived at Baylekaun, to their relief ; and exhorting 
them to persevere in the defence of their city, he told them, that, for his 
own part, he knew that immediate death awaited him among the Khozzerai, 
and Wd them an eternal farewel. The information was received by the 
inTiabitanis with shouts of triumph, and they stood to their defence wifli 
redoubled alacrity, while the faithful messenger was led to his fate. On 
the other hanil, to confirm the intelligence which he had thus conveyed to 
them, Sauid caused great fires lobe kindled in the neighbourhood of Bay- 
lekauii, the smoke of which, ascending to the sky, at the same time, reas^ 
sured the inhabitants of the approach of succours, and indicated to the enemy 
the necessity of raising the siege ; which they immediately proceeded to do^ 
withdrawing from thence, through the plains of Belasenj&n, to the fbrtresn 
of Bauj, or Saujruan, of which it would be in vain to trace the situation. 

• Upon this, the Jershite encamped, without opposition, under the walls 
of Werkaun ; and received from the inhabitants, together with an abundant 
sitpply of foracre and provisions, a reinforceuienl to bis army of two thouii 
sand men. With these he now proceeded in pursuit of the Khozzers, who 
«re here uuaccouuubly stated to have retreated iu the direction of Ardebeil; 


A. H. cy; 
A.D.7M. 

Tailkh'" 

T4if; 



m 

A.H. rV. Sbuld, on hifl part, conducting his troops to Baujrdan, \vhirb the Cnemy ha^ 
A. D. 724. recently abandoned. While seated One day at the gate of this place, the 
'Karikh* Mahommedan general was suddenly accosted by an iiiiki^own personage^ 
Tebiy. riding on a white horse, and dressed in white apparel. Having replied to 
his salutation, he naturally demanded who he was; and the stranger told him 
in answer, that he was one who served the true God ; but in return he 
desired to know if the general was not indifferent to the acquirement of 
plunder, and victory from the enemies of his faith ? “ How so,” replied the 
Jershitc. “ Hard by,*’ said thi^ stranger, “ isan encampment of the Khozzers, of 
** not less than ten tlious.tiid men, with five thousand Mahommedan captive# 
in their custody. If ihou art disposed to attack them, now is the time.” And 
io saying, the stranger disappeared. Sauid determined to avail himself of 
the information, and drawing together four thousand of his tnir>ps, whom 
he directed to arm with more than ordinary cirruinspeetion, he proceeded 
in quest of the enemy. Still to render ci ftaiiity more sure, he employed 
one of his followers, who understood the language of the Khozzers, as a 
apy, to explore their encampment, undercover of the night. This man 
entering their camp accordingly, happened to pass by the tent of 'Per* 
khaun, one of the Khozzer chiefs, (the title perhaps of these chiefs in 
general) w'hile a female domestic belonging to the family of the unfortu- 
nate Jerrauh, who had fallen to the share of this chief, was complaining of 
the miseries of her lot ; and of the disgusting importunities with which he 
persistetl to hanrass her. Under the impulse of the moment, the spy 
would have rushed into tiie tent, and put the Tartar to death ; but recollect- 
ing that any premature discovery might frustiate the more important 
design of his general ; and more particularly, that if he fell in the attempt, 
his general would be deprived of the information which he had been em- 
ployed to procure, he suppressed the desire of immediate revenge; and 
hastened to communicate to the Jershite, all he had been able to observe. 
Towards the latter part of the night, the Mahommedan commander 
approached the camp of tlie Khozzers, and finding them all still buried in 
profound sleep, he separated his troops into four distinct divisions, iir 
order to attack them from four different quarters at once ; and thus falling, 
sword in hand among the enemy from all sides unexpectedly, they wef?; 
ibr the most part, cut to pieces, before sun rise ; but a very few out of 



fliousand, of which they consisted, escaping to adquaint the KhaOgah A. 1I.CT. 
with the fate of their associates. Indepencient of the noble gratification of A-«D.7g4, 
having achieved the enlargement of five thousand captive Mussulmans, a Tuikh 
very considertS^le booty fell, on this occasion, into the hands of the Jershite, TelH|'a 
with which he returned in triumph to his encampment at Baujrfiaun. 

This was but oiie of several instances, in which the Jershite was excited 
to successful enterprise, by the seasonable intelligence conveyed to bin% 
through the rntervention of this mysterioOs white robed stranger-: who 
could neither be prevailed upon to disclose his character, nor to accept of 
‘the smallest compensation for services which were acknowledged of 
the most essential importance to the welfare of the Mahommedan troops. 

The last instance wherein he is described to have interposed, to promote 
the success of the Mosslems, was when, after a severely contested victory, 
in which he had, as he believed, completely succeeded in dispersing the 
army of the Khozzers, Sauid had returned to his station -under the walls of 
BanjrliaMn. Here he was, as formerly, accosted by the stranger, after the 
usual salutations, with an admonition to prepare his troops for battle ; for 
that the prince of the Khozzers that enemy of the true God^ with his 
numerous hordes, whom, notwithstanding their recent dispersion, he had 
succeeded in reassembling, was on his way to attack him. He desired him 
at the same time, to dismiss every kind of alarm for the result ; neither to 
regard the designs of the enemy in too serious a point of view, since God 
ulone was the dis|)enser of victory ; and thus having said, the friendly 
aclmonitor withdrew. Far from neglecting the communications of a per«i 
son, of whose fidelity he had received such substantial proofs, theJemhite 
kiimediately called in the whole of his force ; and leaving a sufficient 
detachment for the protection of his baggage at Uaujrhat^, proceeded with 
the remainder, to the number ot fifty thousand men, towards Mogb^n, at 
the gates of which, Bartcheng the prince of the Khozzers at this moment 
lay encamped with double his force. When both sides had reciprocally 
prepared for the onset, Sauid, presentifig himself at the head of his troops^ 
demanded if there was any among them, that could point out to him the 
station of the enemy’s general ; when he was desired to direct his attention 
•to a human head exposed at the end ofa pole, close to which the Khaiigau 
bad taken bis stand. This was the head of the unfortunate Jerrauh the sot 
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A. H. CVI. of AbduNah. Mo^ed with equal indigoation and sorrow, at the Tevolthiifk 
A. D. 725. spectacle, tbe^ Millssulinan general rushed forward towards the spot, with. 

Tarikh resistless ioipetuosity, closely followed by bis troops; and having cut his. 

Tebry^ way to the person of the Tartar princ^, dealt him on the coronet, or crest 
of his helmet, so furious a stroke with his scimitar, as brought him headlong 
froip his.horsei Hut the Khozzers pouring in, in. superior numbers, to the 
rescue of their sovereisfn, succeeded in withdrawing his person from this- 
perilous situation. A fierce and sanguinary conflict ensued, which termi* 
Dated, however, after an immense slaughter, in the entire defeat of the 
Khozzers ; who fled in consternation from the field of battle, leaving a ' 
prodigious booty to the victorious Mussulmans. Having collected together 
the trophies of his victory, the Jershite returned ouce more to his camp at 
BaiijrAaifl] ; where, after setting apar^t ns usual, a fifth of the spoil for the 
sovereign, he distributed the remainder to the army, of which the share of 
every individual unthis occasion, is stared at seventeen hundred dirhi'nis.* 
Shortly afterwards he led his troops in pursuit of the Khozzers, now flying 
111 the utmost disorder ; and having followed them to the territory of t>hir-- 
vaun, he there determined to remain until he should receive the further 
commands of his .sovereign. 

Some time subset] uent to this, though the period- cannot be precisely 
determined from the author who is our present guide, letters^ were dis-. 
patched by Hashaum to announce to Sauid, that he had transferred the 
provinces, under his g(»vernment to hisbrother Mosslemah ; to whom, oa 
his artival, he was accordingly to resign his authority : after which he was 
enjoined to return to court. To all this, the Jershite expressed hia- 
ready obedience ; andsu^^pending all further operations of offensive hostility, 
calmly expected the appearance of Mosslemah ; to whom he was prepared 
to relinquish his command. That prince, however, on his arrival in Azer- 
bayjan, sent to require that the Jershite would quit his station at or near 
Shirvaun, and intmediately repnir to meet him* At their interview, which 
took place shortly afterwards, Mosslemah cletnanded^ if no letter from him 
' had been delivered to Sauiil, directing linn, to forbear engaging in any hos- 
tilities with the Khtzzers until he should arrive; and if any such letter 
\jnid reached him, what were the motives that had induced him to eng^g#*^ 


* Abottt.diirty-xiine poundi» 
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4iimseir so far in an enemy^a territor^f, and to commit to hainird tfie safety 
of so many Mdssulmans. The Jersfaite alleged, that these instructions 
had reached Jiim at a' period when providence had already wrought the 
•destruction of the Khozzers, by the decided advantages placed in his 
'hands. Dut had such a letter been communicated at an earlier period, bb« 
orders would not have been disobeyed. Tis false,** replied Mbsslemah : 

I ascribe it to the spirit of aiiibitioo, with which thou art possess^^d, that 
“ thy exploits should become the theme of observathni ; that the world 
should celebrate the numbers, forsooth, w'hoih the Jershite has put to the 
“sword,'* “Nay,'** rejoined Sauid, “such views I utterly disclaim ; it is 
the approbation of my God, on the contrary, that I have ever sought. 
My conduct was justified by every consideration of prudence and policy ; 
and of tint my general is aware.** Enraged beyond all bounds by the 
freedom of such an adtliess, Mossleoaah broke out into the most violent 
expressions of ai>use ; and ihe attendants having, by his directions, struck 
him several times on the neck with the fist, he caused his standard to b« 
broke to pieces over his bead, and consigned him to close confinement in 
the prisons of llerdia. 

This treatment of so distinguished a commander when reported to 
1]au^haum, seems to have excited his highest displeasure ; and he accord- 
ingly wrote to acquaint Mossleniah that he was fully apprized of every 
, particular of his misconduct, and unwarrantable abuse of power. Then 
recapitulating every circumstance of his b(4iaviour tow'^ards his predecessor 
in command, he did notscruple to ascribe it to motives of the basest jeal- 
ou^v, and envy, on account of the splendid successes with which providence 
liad iM cn pleased to distinguish the exertions of the son of Amr(i. Aftef 
all, if he could prevail upon himself, by a just and ample reparation of the 
iujiiryT to exhibit the only proof that would be accepted, of repentance for 
bis misdeeds; if by hasleiiiiig to appease the w'ounded spirit of Sauid, he 
obr<imed the forgiveness of that chief, and by every mark of honor, suc- 
ceeded in regaining his good will, he might then, and then only, calculate 
upoii'hav.ng secured the pardon of his overeign. Otherwise, he was no 
stranger to the situation to which he would be reduced in* his opinion! 
to the circumstances in which they must then stand, with respect to one 
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BDOthev. The arrival of this merited reprehenaion, 'appears, to have pro». 

A. D. 7S5. duced the desired effect, eveq on the high spirited and haughty Mosslemab. 

Tarikh He immediately sent the Khalifs letter to the Jershite, and besought his 

Teb^. forgiveness, with every expression ofregret, and the most poaftive assurances-, 
that every thing, should be done, to atone fpr the injuries which he 
had sustained. The messengers of.Hashaum now conducted, the Jershite 
from his prison to the presence of Mosslemab, who received him with 
extraordinary kindness ; and having clad.him with the customary dress of 
honor, gave to him and to his kindred the most liberal presents, conferring 
upon them, at the same time, an augmentation in their assignments on 
the conquered lands, to a very considerable extent ; such indeed, observes 
our author, as were well kpovvn to continue in their possession for many 
centuries afterwards. 

Having, by this conspicuous act of justice, secured the approbation of 
hU brother, Mosslemab put his army in motion; and appeared before the 
gates of a certain fortress in the territory of Shirvaun, to which, as the gar- 
rison refused his summons to surrender, he immediately laid siege. But. 
perceiving, after considerable exertion, ihat the place was proof against 
the ordinary methods of attack, he turned the siege into a blockade, 
resolving tostar\e the garrison into submission. And in this he was suc- 
ces ful. In a short time the iithahitaiits imping their provisions exhausted, 
offered to capitulate, requesting no other terms, than that none of them, 
should be put to death. Mosslemab very readily swore that he wouhi not 
put ofie sfdwof.them to death; a promise, with which, without suspecting 
its insidious ambiguity, they were too perfectly satisfied. They opened 
their gates, aad relinquished their def*>nces to the discretion of a perfidious 
adversary. Of one thousand Mddiers, which • composed the garrison, 
Mosslemab caused nine hundred and* ninetyrnine to be immediately put to 
the swpid, one person only, in concurrence with the letter of his oath, 
being exempted from the slaughter. He then demolished the fortifications 
of the place, and prosecuted his march towards the Baubulabfiaub; anciently 
considered the key of Azerbayjlin, (the Media Atriipatene perhaps) from 
that quarter, 

On his approach to that celebrated bulwark, most of the principal towns 
submitted to Mosslemab,, the different chiefs with their followers in general 

uniting themseivcB to bis army ;thepruicesof the neighbouring mouiUaiusoC<. 



Armenia* aim hMteniiig to join hit standard, and engagidg theoselves* a.H CTft 
afresh to be tn bur ary to the government of the Khalifa, aoGompahfed' him A^D.rak 
on his march. Arriving, however, under the ramparts of the Battb«ul*abh- Xflbkh 
aub, he found that fortress garrisoned by one thousand Terkhdniana; the 
flower of the Tatar tribes ; and his attempta to reduce it' proving for the pre- 
sent unavailing, Mosslemah was constrained to postpone this enterprise to* 
a future opportunity. He next appeared before Meltnjer ; but flndfng that 
place entirely abandoned by the inhabitants* he continued to advance ta 
Derbend* and* from thence to Semender, without yet finding a single inha*- 
bitant. The Kha^an of tlie Khozzers, long since apprized of the approach 
of the Mussulmans, had however by this time assembled his troops ; and 
was, on his side, advancing to oppose them with a force, of which the 
number might, perhaps, defy the ordinary powers^of calcuJatimr; 

Receiving intelligence that the infidels were coming to meet him, Moss* 
lemah directed his troops to kindle ttieir flres and pitch their tents; after 
which they appear to have continued to advance. In the mean time, 
assembiiiig the mountain ch efs, he demanded their opinion as to- 
the means of opposing the designs of the enemy. They probably surprised 
him with an in treaty, that they might be permitted to Head tn any attack 
upon tlie Khozzers; since, if they perished,^ternal bliss would be their por-^ 
tioii, and if they were victorious, thfey should doubtless find an ample 
eaiipensation. Applauding the unequivocal fidelity of their counseb, 

Mosslemah hastened to dispose his troops in order of battle; in concur- 
reiK e with their intreaties, posting the moiiutain chiefs with their fid- 
£»ilowers, in the front of his line. The Kh^an of the Khozzers, on hia 
piri, when he distiiigmshed the standard of iVLisslemab, addressed him- 
s* if immediately to the Terkhknians, and others, bis most distinguished 
Wiitriors, calhng upon them to mark that boasted pageant, which, flom the- 
time it was first displayed to the present, had never been known to recede 
from the field of battle ; peradventure, if they made it the object of their 
united effirts, the spell might be broken, in which case he would promise 
them the victory of that important day. Sriinulkted by the exhortations of 
his sinvereigii, one of the Terkhiiiy chiefs drew out with a powerful divi- 
sion to assail the Mosslems. It is on this occasion, that Merwaun the son 
of Mahommed, the grandson of the former Khalif of that name, whom 
destiny bad marked for the last monarch of the race of Ommeyah, is fifsfci 

« Georgia, more properly. 
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A*H. introduced to our notice* Observing the menacing position into whic'k 
A. D» 7S5. the enemy Mrere throwing themselves, he spurred up his charger, and dis^ 
Xarikh engaging himself from the surrounding squadrons intreated «his associates, 
Tebry* by the most precious sacrifices which he was ever ready to make for their 
' welfare, to hold firm to their stations at this momentous crisis. Let your 
words be fewer,’' said he, since nothing so maiiifestly betrays a. defect of 
** natural courage, as such a disposition to loqtiacit^ m the hour of battle. 
Beware also that you use your swords us cuiubatmg in the presence, 
and in the cause of the living God.” 

The armies now joined in mutual -conflict, in wlirrli they continued 
with pet'sevcriug fierceness and obstinai'y, and with iiiiiltiplu d slauuhter, 
until the close of the day. At this moment, one of tiiu Kliozzer n-atjon 
becoming^ sudden convert to Issluru, and not less like iy a tiaitor to Mie 
cause of his sovereign, approached AJc'Ssh iiisih , u(|ii(sied to know, 
•if he was not desirous of ascertaining wln^re the Khci.;an o1 tlie Kljozzors 
was to be found; the Mussulman prince eagerly ’demanding where Ite was 
to look for him, the*faithful proselyte direetid his at! -ntion to a w’aut»nrj 
which stood opposite to him, with a covering of rich broe de; and in which 
be told him rode the monarch for whom he sought. CalHng to Merw ani), 
Mosslemah immediately pointed out to him this interesting (»hject-, signi- 
.iicantly observing, that the same gorgeous vehicle ccmi-ained the fyerson of 
their most powerhil adversary. \Fith a I revity which bespoke liis resolu- 
Jution, Merwaun replied, that this was a piece (»f srrvice, for the execution 
of which, he would be alone responsible. Some other Mussulman clocf 
interposing, however, to dissuade them from inuiccessarijy engaging in 
any rash design; and to assure them that the Khugan never exposed hiinseif 
in these circumslancis, without a finmidable escort of his stoutest warriors, 
further advanced it as his opinion, that one of the most expeiiencid of their 
veteran chiefs, with asquadron composed ofthemostdistingiiishod auioug 
the MossKms, for courage and intrepidity, should he exclusively employed 
on this hazardous underiakiug. The suggestion had siiflicieut wri«ght with 
Mosslemah, who sending accordingly for Thauhet the Neherw^niaq^ 
already known to the reader by his unfortunate defeat in the early parr 
the war, gave him chaig^e of one thousand men, the flower of his army, 
with orders to make an immediate attack on the w aggon of the Kha.;un ; 
and an assurance, that if he was successful in the enterprize this da^ 



•otrimed to his. execuiipii, there, would be no bouadi^^ ^e fav^ tjhw^RGVU^ 

Kwards, with which it would the buftioees of bis gei^^ VJm MuL 

ever after. The crisis was.too importaal to admit of mucbi 

bet, with his^iutrepid band of warriors, hastened to execute tbii aii^pq^ 

arduous piece of duty ; and penetrating, after a fierce and obstinate .ssfiat* 

ance, to the waggon, he cut down the materials which sustained thecanepy^* 

in doing which, his sword reached the person of the Kb&gan ; but thai 

prince, by a precipitate and hasty retreat from the danger, narrowly escaped^ 

to hide himself, among those multitudes which yet opposed an impeoStra* 

• ble mass to the efibtts of his assailants. The Mbssulmans ^continuiR^ 
however, to bear upon them with unabated ardour and impetuosity, t^ie 
Kbozzors were at length driven from the field of battie,.in the utmost con« 
sternatian ; leaving to their conquerors an incalculable booty, and a glorious^ 
because a well contested victory.. 

Thus triumphant, Mosslemah returned with his army to the Bibulabfi- 
anh; in the probable hope, that discouraged by the discomfiture of their 
sovereign,, the garrison might be induced to surrender. In addition 
to the torce already stated, we are now informed, that it was further 
defended by the male part of one thousand Khozzer families, ail of 
whom were, at any rate, on the present occasiou, closely invested' 
within the ramparts of the place. Finding, however, at the expiration of 
some days, that he had made but little progress towards the attainmeiit of 

object, Mosslemah was about to raise the siege; when, fortunately, one 
ot the natives of the country, on condition that his property, and wife and 
children, should he secured to him, engaged to put the Mussulman general 
HI possession of this always important post. Ris terms being readily sub* 
scribed to by Mossicmahv the man further required that one hundred head 
of slieep and oxen might be immediately placed at his disposal : and with 
these and the necessary aid, be proceeded to a certain spot, where the 
celebrated Noiishirvau* the son of Kob&d, surnamed the just, was known 
to have discovered the spring, from which, by a subterraneous communi- ^ 
cation, he supplied the place with water. Here,, after careiui inspectioot 
he caused the people who had attended him, to dig up the soil, until they 
•found again, this ancient spring. The cattle which he had brought for the^ 

• This celebrated monarch filled the Persian throne, fiv.m about the year 530 tp 578 o£ 

Ae I 'hristian chronology ; in the fortieth of whose reign, took j^lace the birth o^Mahojiuacfl^. 
which he survived eight yearsA. 
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A.H. evil, purpoae, were then collected, and slaughtered at the fountain head : and 
A. D. 725. the blood flowing into the channel, and mixing with ii»e bireain, .\.»s thus 
Tankh conveyed to the reservoirs and cisterns, on which the garri8»)n soh ly 
Tebry. depended for supply. When he ctniccived that this polluted stream had 
sutticiently communicated its impurities to the diflerent reservoirs, 
‘fie caused its course to be suddenly stopped, and diverted into 
into a neighhoiiring rivulet. The Khozzers, next morning, to their great 
surprise uikI horror, perceiving their cisterns fiTled with blood; and before 
the expiration of the day, that they swarmed with loathsome and innumer- 
able vermin, were, as might be expected, soon reduced to a state of des- 
pair, by tbc most tormenting tbirst; while the author of their distress**# 
repairing to Mosslemah, assiirt d him that the garrison were perishing cif 
thirst; and that if he withdrew to a little distance o(l‘, they vviaild not fail to 
betake themselves to flight, and abandon the ])lace to Ins discretion. 
And this suggestion being accordingly attended to, the Khozzers, as soon 
as it was dark, threw open their gates, and fled with their utmost expedi- 
tion; the Mussulmans returning to take possession of the place, which 
they now entered without further obstacle. 

Mosslemah, after causing the tanks and reservoirs to be purified from 
the recent contamination, is said to have divided the city, on this occasion, 
into four distinct quarters, wdiich he allotted respectively to lltc four des- 
criptions of men of whom his army was principally cmiijKnieii ; namely, to 
the men of Damascus, Constantinople, fJamess, and .lezzcirah, from w'hom 
they continued to be denominated tt> the days of oiir author, and perhaps 
iong afterwards. He assigned the immediatt govcrnmeiu to one of his 
companions, Fereid the son of Ul Assuad the 'riialcbito ; with instructions 
to fortify afresh the four sides of the city, with wvills and battlements, and 
gates of iron. Then allotting to every individual, whom he had established 
in the place, a sufficient niaijUenanre, he dek gated the goveinment of the 
province to his kinsman Mervvaun, and returned into Syria. 

On intelligence of the departure of Mosslmiah, the Kho/zers appear to 
liave resumed their confidence, and to have recoiled once more upon their 
•adversaries ; but Merwaun, not inferior either in talents or courage to his 
predecessor, speedily assembling his troops, hastened into the territory of 
Melinjer, at the head of forty thousand men, to ofipose them. He pursued 
them into their own country ; and after exhihiting the ordinary scenes of 
filaughter and devastation, reconducted his followers with great multitudes 
cattle for their spoil, into his province. Thi,H expedition having bcea 
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with hie uciml mdctoigablcKCctiviiy in n certo of liottto todym ^gHmt 
the neighbouring infidel siateco .But in ihn midet oftllem^optfteiiiHit^ 
seined by a deflunion of black huoiousln the ryes, be became sboftfy 
etorwaids totally bliad ; and having written to announoe fainmisIbrtiMm^o 
Hashaum, be wasimiaeduit^ly mcalled^ and Menrnmn^ with the ne efe s w tr y 
poweis dispatched to supply hss pkiee. 

Up thisoccasion^ Merwatm is stated to hate quitted Syria, with a fbri:e 
efone hundred aadnventy thousand men $ a pretty strong proof of the 
Unportance attached to the wan in which the dmnples of the Korkn bad 
been now so long engaged with the hardy and intractable inbabiltiiWof ihe r 
nsgions.of Gaucasun. Thus powerfully attended, at any rate; he h^w 
entered Armenia^and encamped at a place here catted<;ilssbul or Kessatili 
%lt is^itoelt to^delermiae which, forty Persian leagues^ or fkrsangt, from 
tonlbh Itt the peninsula of the Kdrr and Oras» and twenty from Sbekk^yr 
As'he did not tutor any considerable delay to precede his entering '6a 
fltonsive operatioast the petty clMels of Amenla were early ilubjng«ited ; 
and theditoreat totmsea tbraughoui the aiuntry, having alternathiy ddb* 
miliad «o bis arms, be found btmselfi perhaps, sooner than mighthave been 
awpactsA entire master of that dito'uh and warlikw firovince, Next dis* 
patching to requifc the junction of the troops wlMi tonwd the garrildn, 
or covesedshn approach ofiiftbHil«sbhaub, be conducted hk anMy 'to the 
defiles called the.Bkb«6*Alm^ ev>|Misa of the Ahitts ; ttmugh which havilhg 
|)Onetfiaed,he caivMiffw andmwswd to the gates of Semender: one of the 
•principil townsrof the Khotten hy some supposed to be the modem Ihr* 
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SejnfRSMi ^bicb tbe,K.bA^a|i ima made the^^mm Tbaffc 

i^pj^aicbt Jbipjwr^cr, iw w Ip depeod upoii % re^^da iii ste wtborY,l^^^ 
vitbdiaao cilfi»rl before^ Metwaep ; vrb^ waa thu*. ciwbledi witboat mdeb 
difficulty, to extend bis conquest through the^ whole o^ ibd mduolaieLdus 
eegionaio th«4 oeighboiirboodn < After which, ^paniog entirely tbfoitgh the 
lerrhory ^the^JChozzera, wjbieh he.nmv left^i hie tear,,he exjiibite^ 
vietorioua ataodardi oa the bauka of the Seklan the identity of which, 4t 
would nottat this moment, be easy to recognize* unlw it was the Terek of 
the maps, or some otheiMiver, to the northward of Tarku. Wherever it 
lay, Merwaun there established hia head quailera;, while his tvoopl 
indulged in all the excesses of pillage, and slaughter, throughout the 
adjoining infidel settlements, until they had. completed the destruction of 
twenty thousand families with their hahitations. One feeble attempt was, 
however, made on the part of the Khagan, to interrupt the merciless ravages 
with which he was laying the country desolate. Intelligence was received 
that a. Khozzer chief, of the name of Hazarterkhan, was advancing at the 
head of forty thousand men, to create some kind of diversion in favor of 
the oppres^ and sufieriug natives ; but being speedily opposed by a divi« 
sion of equal foice,.detached. against him by Merwaun, the desigu termi- 
nated in. ilie total defeat and dispersion of the Khozzers, and in the death 
of/tbeir commander* 

, Satisfisdr for the presen.t at least, with having carried his victories to shat' 
fiver, .M^wauji thought it now prudent to withdraw from the Seklan, and 
return fowarc^ Armenia. Which circumstance being aonoitnced to the 
Kb&gan of the Khozzers, that prince, by this time .sufficiently humbled by 
his misfortunes to submit perhaps to any conditions, sent a message affor 
the Mahommedan general, requesting to be informed, now that he appeared 
to iiave attained.tlm object of bisambition, what further asprifices, on^ bis 
part, wmild he necessary to appease his vengeances In .answer to this, .he 
Teceived from Merwaun a demand tobecome an immediate convert to 1» 
ttnM-Oiherwjs^ihe.w^ ^ destroy biro, .and to tr^a%Vfj^ 

.dominions to a stranger. Having solicited a sliort delay of three days,, to 
deliberate no tha proposal^ the Khftgan then further submitted, to request 


mt 

wtiiciilie wnt ih<i«4(«i|ifi^i^ «iiM WHt tM 

'was.fiot difljcttit MF gmiiy tM 

ingly aeiit fl iott^dct trim in ihfi pfriddpl^ of IMBiy. 

^deacribadto faave stipulated at* tlMr« an iddijl||eftioiafSft dio«iitW eiyf 
W(De« and thefleah df impure ankniiliL Oneof tha^ lisMiodiiiail pi rti ^pltoirtl 
So faiacollegue, to secure the coiteeraion of the ididel^ hy^yistdtiig^ td IHk 
prejudices in theae tiiso points ; and that an mterdictf rai]||jiit 4ie' easily’ kM 
i>lifK)D him when he had declared hltdseira Mh^tsufnlBm ^ hcNl«fei» 

ultimately announced to the^Kfaftgan,that they cosrht'iiot make 
Ail which Ghd had declared to be titibwftil, any mole than^ they ddntd 
pronounce that forbidden, which the precqjts of their religion had leiidem d 
lawful, if therefoiv he became a convert to iasl&iO, the useof dvety tfab% 
impure and unlawful, would be forbidden to him, in cnmmon^ltb eVbljr 
other Mussulman. 'On these terms, the Kh^an dedsred bhtiseHv IslIliAtlt 
further argument, a pniSclyte to the doctrines of the Kbf^n, waa restored 
to his capital, and loaded with a multiplicity of iwTe presents by thd'liber- 
ality of bis conqueror. Merwatin Iticn prosecuted his march to Mbdl 
abOaub, where he remained during the following winter; and foom whonee 
he conveyed to ilashaum an account of bis victories^ together with the flfiM 
of the spoil, which had been accumulated durmg this successHat campaign. 

At tbeestpiiatiofi of winter, Merwaun determined, nevertlielesa^ to renew 
his hostilities against the territoiy of bermer ; and crossing the river of tbit 
name perhaps, anived before a city which the natives of the oounhy 
called Shekky, where there was, however^ a eastlev or citadel oAgreat 
stiengtb. Having remained a month before this phie(% without makhlg 
any progress tnwaids its reduction, he bethought himsHt at last of the 
following expedients Causing a great number of tvbri bars nnd a psopor- 
tionable quantity ol platik to be got ready for his perpose, ka sent ode 
evening after the hour of ptayer, bis engineers to the opposUO Hide of 
the fort, to construct a gallery of approach^ by fitting these bars upright w 
the earth, as supports, and alterasCely covering tliem in witbhts platik : so chat 
by break ( f< 'ey he'harl secikwd nior'gment to the veryrafnpasrs oPrhe plaew. for 
tom thousaudofbis mostdistMiguislied waifiors. Theaaiactai psoceaded witfl 
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talib«n (fm»r 

A.D.7$r. wlriebwM taiBttiiiftteiy Ifaiobn opeo lbr MtrmUito M th0 mMiliderof 
tbe«rmy* wiMiocNf h8«<»i6dfifomtbar<$tttirtertobii»<>ffallb(yN^ 

X«fai/* iron llui wietobed girrwoo, tiie^ltol«ot‘ vtfkocatlMs^f^ li«Hid»of 

t\L^ lamiiess aasailanta. in enmlfttioii, perKipt gi ibie no«t fbfomna cif 
bit couatrynm, Merivaun theo took kitfmt ol ike ^te ; endtbe capti^t 
wernpra beiag brought before hrm one by one, were by him eltemetely 
coodeipiied to have their tkroala ctit» and tfaiie penahed to the hue i&en«i 
Tbeir pioperty akd woinea and children were diatrifaitied to the amiyi and 
the fortreae was deatroyed toa level with the cartb. 

Merwaun next encamped before the gatea of a fortress^ of oonaiderable 
atrength» which the beaiegera were taught to diatinguiah by the name of 
Heaaeii Ommy ; and which, after a desperate reaiaiance, he compelled to 
ehare the fate of ita neighbours^ and utterly destroyed. Alarmed by this 
intehigepce, the prince of Sermer fled for security to a strong hold in the 
neighbourhood, where, for twelve months, he defied every eflbrt of violence^ 
and art, employed by Merwaun to reduce him to submiaaion. The Mbs* 
auloMin bad, however, sworn that be would never rise from before the gates 
of the place, until he should have either entered, oi perished in the siege. 
He, accordingly, directed hia sokKera to construct for themselves 
peifnanent habitations, as a proof that be was determined not to depart 
fFom the letter of his oath. Finding at the expiration of the twelve months, 
that every other expedient had fiiiled him, Merwaun had recourse to the 
foilowing aWatagecn. He wrote a letter, in his own name, to the prince of 
Sermer, explaining the nature of his vow, and requesting that bo would so 
far assist bini in the discharge of it, as to admit of hia entering the fort alone, 
juat to take a single view of the interior : and requiring, at the aame time, a 
solemn pledge, that be might be also suffered to depart in perfect safety. 
Then bathing and purifying bis person, wkh all the solemnity ef a man 
prepering for death, he clad himself in the dress of hia cook, and putting 
00 hia head aturhan,. of the most sordid materials and appearanee, be 
detemiioed, in this disguise, to be the bearer of hia own- fetter ^ and so pt&m 
needed by himself to the castle gate, demandiiig to bn admitted to the 
presence of .tbe prince. Being received iolo^ tbe forSi be 
as he desired, conducted to the prince’s presence, to whom he delivered^ 
hjpietter, and hf rfbom fe arm giveti to an iuterpretet for explanstiooe 



^ take .tbi# ri ( i i | i|fii k i e a ^^ 

by<Ylie>eli0ttiid|fai, aotf €eodwitiiMn.eMi>k<hewiliato 

beaaighc b^^ble^ttf^oftev to ^ 

etser^eBteriiif^aft'an enemy, toneauiietiie accoidiiig^^takw ty th e 

paraded round tke ediolo el the feofka, nrfaicll to etlfv«yed^iili. M^ 
utooH'^attemkMi.' In the coorae^yf toeorvey to tnarked^ wtopeoo^ 
■atitoctionr one part^ in- 'wtobtfe»forrappenfndt»to peritotLy eieaitator 
Aadto^mpreie ii toiiwreMmgty ontonodycettottoovattoktoiiolleli> 

’ the pretext of hunger to-pnocure the naeeaury delay ; reqnealiitt9liia<eDiMled»: 
tom. to procure bicn eomethingto ealt aiaeeto much feared^ at to aaidr tbit 
Merwaan would begone,, and that be aboiiki never be able tootortake him*. 

Little suspecting bia views, they precured him a eouple of loaven-bC brenA 
aad. a piece of horse flesh, and with these put him ouH of thefdrti^ ' > ^ • 

Merwaun thus highly gratified, returned stniight;to hiaencampmeBti as# 
immediately dispatched another epistle to the. prince of Sermer ^in which, 
addressing him by the most opprobrious of epithets, ^Ofispiing of thh 
bnpare/’ he told him that instead of hlsmessengervihabadhad livhispovto 
the person of Merwaun himself, the son of Mahommed ^ that lie had at the 
same time- absolved himself of his vow, and discovered a spot by which to r 
could always oommcnd an entrame into his boasted- bulwate ; and to 
tf usted-tbe time was not very distant* when- he should take a further survey 
of them. The receipt of this letter appears to. have excited in. the person 
to whom it was addressed, the most serious alarm ;> be immediately sued' 
far peace, and obtained it, on^engaging to deliver immediately to Merwand^. 
five hundred male and female' stores, and the sum of ten thousanddinaurs^ 
and. further to convey to the city of the barrier, or Bftbulabflaiib,.a supfiljr 
of five hundred mkdds,* or measures of provisions; 

Having aeeuied the prompt discharge of every stipulation of this tresty.^ 

Merwaun proceededroovs to- invest another very strong place, to. whicb^ur 
author has given the* nmiie* of.Hsmrein.; and the* garrison of ' whieh, is 
stated to bat» toen ampfy piepated for a aigorous and ohstinato defence. 

Atof^he bad sacritoed a conaiderBble miaber of troops^ in some desperatu 
and fruitless attempts to make bimself master of the fortress, ^he announced'^ 

scserding tcRiclwdbi^pf tobastbed < 



jfi Am « ibciiMima bMi|iitiT«Mk6ki 

j|V1»r^gt. it>jA^»i»lMtmitKdbe the that; •tknM If' 

HHrifcfi aiHie of AMe vi^ fittefided hk <Ml^,(.^Mdano 0 k the «iMii|hni of thfb 
Jiithiout Mfirtee ; end foru^ttely diicoedHng^.ftB 
.Mked widiioine df the ufidef ground pMoeges, or commoii eewem.ef ^he 
«o*NFm he eoDcrived to Jet htOieelf in, prohehly, edth etieh ad ha<{ been 
directed to assist him ie bis attempt. Ttw gardsoit either ttamcdiailiHy 
throw dovm their arms, or stKipeoded all funWresis»allee•^^ The sueeeae- 
lul achreetafer eras pyDotOiiJypmd’hii tboysafid dinaors, aod desired by 
Merwaixi to nfake his cboioe mong^ the fairest of the female captives. 
.Hiis he accordingly proceeded todo, aod having hxed upon a young girl of 
exquisite, beauty, be was conducting her downwards by the hatid frum the 
Ibru when setting her opportunity, the generous damsel suddenly clasped 
the odious foreigncHe her arms with ail the force of female revenge, and 
csating herself headlong fVom tiK works before he could disengage himself 
from her embrace, they were both together dashed to pieces in the fall. 
Enraged at such an instance of desperate and mortal aiitipatliy, Merwaun 
caused every human being that was found in the place, to he put tQ death 
uritbottC mercy, and without exemption. 

Without leading us into further detail, we are now told, that having 
ttiade himself master in succession of every castle, and place of Ktrepgth in 
the ailjoining regions, to the remoter limits of Sermer, Khinan or Khina, or 
perhaps Kbban,* and Sedan, Merwaun here terminated the career of his 
victories in that quarter, and returned to pass the winter at Babuiabhaub- 
,4'he ensuing spring he employed in completing the subjugation, and 
leceiving the aubmission of the several petty princes of the mountains of 
Dagheatann; aH of whom, with a single exception, h<iatened t> acknow- 
ledge his authority. The subject of this exception; who bad absconded 
With some of his followers, leaving hia castle besieged by the Mosslems, 
was, however, soon afterwards dispatclied by an arrow shot,.fioni the hand 
«f a shepherd boy, whose flock he had ventured to make free with, fn* the 
supply of his ifnmediate necessities; akid his head being planted by Mer- 
.waun ofl a pdJe, in view of the works Of tho besieged f<'»rtress, tlie garrHfod 
dmmedmtely sued lor merCy ; to which- they were admitted, on *etigiigil|f 

, » aytlttto Mltakkat i n n al ttiit4»<^ > t Fathipf batik 



nwd» of^jv iijoif. .Ajlte^ iix^ AflMTlW3ViMKft«^ ♦*”■?«» 

VJ!T^ ft> feve be‘:'»,«®;{^« •Wt »%' !«« > > • • 

Ae^^le yt fW w 4 Jl^Of V» ■ ' Vim 

dia. , At j»l^ j|vetits,^k is ,obsetve^.Ajl>«l M»e 

territory of Avmenin had by thia tiQ»a.,«;ii|}raly. Jll|hii)iU|edii.^ % 

og^oent now remaioiu^ ^o o^r the iiasuiM^t reai|taM:e ^ 

The nrrrative must now r^cuj soDoe^ yjeara, to jljhofM ayami^ wMcii^ 
aUhough of minor jfi^portance, were pasiMOgdo ott^lir $)parteis of ttMUppifO^ 
during the period in which our attentioa \m beea oiAployOf^ta SO epdeav* 

^opr to trace the pCs)gre99 of Mpsaulmao coiiqueat» on the we«teixi.,ahgpop 
of the Caspian, and through the intricate regions of Caucasus*. ' • « 

In the course of the year one hundred and aix,* a disseotioia having Kholsussot- 
l|ri’4en between two Arabian tribes, which bad settled ia> the neighhourhood ul<«khbaar. 
of B&lkh,aiid tsrniinating in actual hostilities, Nasser the ton of.SeyaA|v» 
destined ata *»ubsequeut period to become theopponent of the Celebrated Ahft 
^lossleit:^i*and now first introduced to our noticev Was the person employed^ 
bty the lieutenant ot Khorassaiin, to queU the duiturbanee ; in which» hjt 
very distinguished exertions, be ultimately succeeded : and the aulboia^ 
the commotion were condemned to the no very heavy, but disgraceful 
punishment, of having their heads and beards sborn^ Soon afterwarda» 

Mosslem the son of Sauid, who had administered the government of Khom 
assaun, as the agent of Amrh the son of Hobairah, was removed from his 
employment by the new patron, Kbaled the son of Abdullah ut 
Kesheiry, to make room for his brother Assud,, whom be deiegateA 
Ip take charge of that province. 

The following year,')’ the same Assud the son of Abdullah enspleyed tho 
troops of bis province, in reducing the territory of Ghpur, and the hilly 
Ti^gion of Neimrouz, in the same direction ; which were now brought undi^ 
title dominion of Issltm.. 

In the year one hundred an<| eight4 Mosslernah appeared once more at 
the head of an army in the territories of the Greek emperor, hia formes 
cpinpetitor Leo the Isiaurian t from whom he captured oi» thia occasion the 
oj^y of Kay8areiah.§ 

Instructed by experience in the policy of frequent removals in the 
government of the great provinces of the empke, Hashaiim appears to have 
• A. D. rst. t A. D. rS5. t A. D. 736, § In Cappadocia perbaptk 



Ar%m« It a tO)qi»ntiiroe th^t of 

b^0n^,ti)^p«rMoftwoym^ jKhafed.il^ 

KImIiiiiiuu ii^y 4lim^ of his authority oter liik aod Kboir^sauii, injhe y^; 9 ne 
iil49hliiiur« himdrtd and nine; the latter province heieg cc^igned ^ Huhkej|^.ut 
Kelkhy* He was, faonrever, shortly afiafwirds superseded In bis 
aaentbyAiireah the aoflf of Abdullah. 

The gmter part of the inbabitants of the city of Samarkand had, it se^ms^ 
hitherto persisted in adhering to the idolatrous aystein of their anchors. 
Theif*entire conversion wssTcserved for the year one hundred andjen;*aa 
event which is ascribed to the zeal and assiduity of Aastesh the lieutencmt 
of Khoraasauo, and his agent Abk-usseyda. Under the same year it has been 
thought of sufficient importance to record the demise of Htissun the 
aorite^aiid of iferzouk an Arabian poet, of whom we know iibthing further 
than the name. Assresh was succeeded in bis government, in the course 
of one hundred and eleven, by Jenneid the son of Abdurraihman. 

It becomes here necessary to remark, that the defeat of Jerrauh^the son 
of Abdullah, at the confluence of the rivers Kdrr and Oras, and the subse* 
quent conflicts in v/hich Sautd the Jershite, is described to have been 
engaged with the Khozzers, are referred iu the work, which at present 
serves to guide us, to the year one hundred and twelve ; as those of Moss- 
lemah and Merwaun with the same nation, are related by the compiler of 
the Tarikb gilzeidah, among the events of the years fifteen and sixteen. 

In the year one hundred and thirteen, we are, however, informed that 
AH. CXTII. lieutenancy of Africa bavin" been bestowed by Hashaum, upon Ab- 
A. D. 731. gQ„ of Hajaub, several places in the territory of the blacks, 

BeUud-e-sow^dan, not improbably Nigritia, were included in the domini- 
OBS of the Khelaufut, by the exertions of that commander. 

A H CXIT governmenl of Khorassaun was taken from Jenneid the son of Ab» 

and XVII.* dutnubman, during the year one hundred and fourteen, and transferred by 
A. D. 7 JS-J 5 . Hashaum to Aussem the son of Abdullah ul HullauJy ; who continued to 
hold it until one hundred and seventeen, when he was superseded by jthe 
appoinlmept of Aasud the son of Abdullah. 

Under the year one hundred and eigi>teen,t SblimaB and Mauweiah the 
sons of Hashaum, in an expedition against the territories of the .(314117 
. emperor, are recorded to have triumphed over the Christiana. 

•AD.7St. tA.D. 7Jfl. 
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^ 0 Wim .. . 

ylHcb |tHHM«tyiMl:gebM«'dFflnV]|^j9i^^ 

ak«brit^l£toMH«b t«D4-(ltb Mttmindb^tiiytbg‘ 
tfai0t4 kf# ibrkiitjK. tir* p)vcfnilieiit' of M» pHi*HKii|^t1M*d 
t^uMeri^Nm^r tbe mm of S^yaur; «J< 

IftiiOiiim trkb indeed it €Oy<tiiDijEd dtitif 




aubvert^diibe power of tboraeetofOmiireyatt. ^ * w* - * ‘ /hL. ft. . 

^i.neooi^geQ by tbe iosidioaii pronda^ of tbe^peoj^^df A.H.CXXff. 

eon^dfldkiitim ZeyiM*itl4ittbbe^iii,Mii ll» tsourws"^ bat a. u. 740 .* 

twenty^ooe^ aud^in spite of the endeavbuiSy of Kte loor^dtitSr^t hoH 
ienceddf bis Heads, to dissuade him fiomMicb^a trtepi^^deWrmkiOd td 
assert hia clSims i6 sovereign power. The executibh ^desig<i(i*'lnst| 

however, deferred to the first night /»f the tnOnth df Sutfaf,^ bf thd^'^yew 
one buadred and twenty^two ; when he atppeared m opeft revolt hi the eens 
tre 6f Khfkh, against the authority cf Hashaom, ettd* the houle of 
Onmieyah. lie found, notwithstanding, by brehk of day, akh6tf|h ftfHf 
thousand of that perverse and tnefoastant people hed^piedged their liifK to 
join him on this odcasiou, that no more than «fiVe hundred hed ibod^lit il 
necemary to abide by fheir hogagements. . » . « 4 # 

In paliiatioii of this their perSdio^is behaviour they slleg^, it'sheXlH; • 
prohibition on tbe part of Zaui, against atiaching to the names of Ahd 
Bukker, and Omai, those terms of maledictioti ii«»uaiiy prononueed by the 
parry, as the test perhaps of their piiinpicS; while their ^!t»8lifil'‘itf^^ 
possibly have considered those two respectable' Khaids among tbeelhst 
faithful and illustrious of the prophet’s companions rstich at any rate 
the pretext under which they conceived themselves wamoteddb recedeBom 
tha most BoteOin engagements, and to disappear to tkejr hiding^plhces ( thus « 
addingso the recorded infhmy of thehreity,aimtberdQiiapkm4jiisdtiaiW 
theittreiichery to the femrly of 'the prophet, in betray itfg the litilentfhato 
It^pfisecUOtfva of their «whk'-hia hahdM of 'bUloWers, u>co«dmt 

agahfst tbe fearful odds of eatabiisbed government, fnid'supenor*4orce.<^^ 
d of IbcUnd justitA they eemrived however^ to rnniren 

Am tbsoi^vereire adgou dereriioa, and m f b« tiMut lUiSai 
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dM^t, their le^^i thf Qj;ip|()^^ epii^ 
hf^rahi^ ^ nQ^ odkms c^et^ctiofi ; 

l^enend qppfie^ by .the S^nihs tq ihe adbefenfe qf AM>,* iKhilr 1^ 
gptsh. ibw wba dectfd Ah6jBukher to hi»exd«iwn%by tl^ 
qf Nisscmby, elector ; uaurplog fqr Iheinielvee^ wUb themuaj, eo^iKSe^ 
^ IllSSr^pW^ tbe^iibiin^^icr cf QifMp»y. , - ' ,, :.,. .. ■:.- % .- v 

The.destiby of2aid. did not egiitiiiuq: iong jtimdetennioed. ^ Attbqi^h I# 
•eyeral atixeka bevtteceeded iii lepqleifig^ th#,um|xrof the 

AjsrK the Thytefitev be received 11 ^ lest Jn nee 6( the coiDtbctftyrhkh tot^ 
place letter fimi the principal oiqaque of K0r«b>eQ errow iq the ftuiebei^d* 
which dispiitchcd bio? to the jot^r y aeat ,of his creator, , His soil Ysb^; 
who was aboiengqged.in the iqiiiprection, eA^ted bis escape, iilfo:KhoraSr 
sauiis,bij| waathefe seoed. and ihfowa iato. kiiprisoBiBeiit: by thb vigibincw 
wTNosaer Seyaitr* 

A H CXXlIf. Although, the citizens bi Samarkand had so long sin<^ embraced the^h* 
A, D. 741.* giottof their ^nqMerors, the inhabitants of the Soghdi or adjacent tearitoiy 
of Sogdi 4 oa,«were not yet quite reconciled to the yoke., And acoordingif 
in the year one hundred and twenty-three, we find; tbfm ^ engaged in gw 
fff >rt to recover their independence ; but as they were speedily and spow 
eessfully aasarled by the arina^ Nusser Seyaur, tbeh fotmer tributary.' eon* 
dittoD was epcaiM upon them with confirmed force gnd rigour , . ^ 

> On the dpath of Mahommed the son of Afiy^ «niA‘g^odspiii of Abchillali 
Abbaa, tp the year ono buudr^d wi tetentydbur, Mssonihrawhim 
needed to the^onors and infinenop of his fitqBiyy.;8^aolf9ifi^, invested 
jgaUsiti and taymcible AlA Mosslem, with theci^Gc^nsaiid.^«hdte^t^ 
Wereajhout V> QSser^ ip arras the Iqng.agitated plaims p( ^hnushwogAA^ 
^Ihkpelehrated. leader^^qf pthora iiavoLippelk,^ ben^lthA 
jSor^^K»r.^My Igefes^t^ he epw bora^at a sUlag^ 

«. HiwttA.oi'lriifcwwi, iM WM • dMK^webnt 

•^aarab, wbn dediired bia oi|gu»-fmBa Kjod^tbe son of KfahwaiKT, »d« m 
SHiiodaiail aisalh siaiid to havs S at alte i sh iB^ with thas ob is% B ip t sp^lattte <f 
AHIdwk. 



' mn 

i^fMt 4^W4i* 

the sdkftr (4'^JiMiMSlHttt UtkOfd^ dP Staii(^« SESSSh 

tw the iinlibrm of bit v AiMf 1« Ainher sd^flto 

, 'iMitOn fbe d4y of battle. Tm dreo^llaOceft here 
Ibbftfkabte coidcidenee betwe^tt hioi at|^ * bjp dbfOeodant Abff Idoijifeliili, 

4rhOf OS wilt booeen hereafter, aeleetbtl the i^mO labie livery Hi bH 
"roetion f >f the bouse of Abbas M did 

ftsve^itHledbutabiidbttho boivm Ofhd^^dn 

tHobit tHaa Abb Moaalem wasitnea% apf^n^fbm ibiydttent 
)(^c BClbdiafetneher, the itfidbiter of thejuat Koushlr^bir. * ^iiNl’tteiity,lt*tii 
disserted that hb d^os the cfolhf ofooe of tbedomestic^offbVfblhd^^^ ‘ 

‘IkMti, 9» we have already observed, at or near l8fbbatin,blth‘dd||hWblio^ iil&t 
how this is to be reconciled With bis Spfialfatiobof AbhMbdileiri^ AbKhi* 
ay, but educated' iWfOi infaiicy to manhood '^at 'Kbflbl 'At ch'd c^e ^ 
nineteen, beinf( introduced to tlie representative of the Houae bf 
Mohommed the son of Ally, as Will be seen hereafter, ihat j^fson (him^ 
diately dlStingofshed in his countenance the indent bf futdtd 
renown, and gave him the name of Abdurraihman ; with the ftlfther aj|lpdf« 
iative of AM Mosslem, under which he becaUie io celebrated at aadbd- 
qUent period. ' 

We,newcome to record the death of the Khaimiashsnm, the fbilhfi S( a.h.cxxv. 
the sons of Abdutmeiek, who succeeded to the throne 6f t'hblvfktb^.* Ifc a. D. 74 s, 
eUptfad^ It would appear, at the small town of Ri^atifiihl the 
'beurhoodof Seffeitie, of s quinsy, of iUfiamimitioir Of the thimd, ^Vtfih 
year one hundred and twenty-live, and'afteraVeigft ofoiuejien yiMS 
mine momhs; which, if true, fixes hisdebthln thu early partWf thbOhObA 
Jar|hii(mdy:*Ttte hmtoriait has assigned to him thwchbfietieof a'^piyhi^^ 

Due am) arwfcious pdtice, whose libcrsl pfopensrtlea fippear i^'bavt bd^ 
mniltd^^ehsofhed in one pursuiv that df htivW $ of *i^hr6h nfil 

k«iM|kir1kiiir fiiChBOiidiire statod td hard badn fed hMds'ltaMea. tie ivft 
Isfvediir^he oiRco of ^lOtr by a sthVe; bflhihiamelof Aiilem; bcitott|tlhjj( || 

ro J ^ J^ApnljAibDkfSlv 
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CHAP. XVI. 

*» *' 4 »'*««. * » J 

A.U.CXXV. ^ X the4>effiod iof bb. ptedtcealof’s W*lid ibe •on^of Y«mM w«» 

A jL abiient in some part of the ti^rruory contiguous to the river Jttftkp. 
Khoiadssuu t3ut returning "to DatiMseus, on Intdligence that event^'heafipeiMWta 
ul-akbbaur. have oucceoekd Without opposition, to ‘the throne of llie Kfaalifii.' This 
Walid lid. prnrce » described to have eombmed in hb chaijiotor a dtspostuoB 
eleventh of equally remarkable iw its mildness andexteosive iibesaiity, and Uu the mH 
the house of licentious habits of debauchery end depravity. 

Ommeyah. Having confirmed Merwaun in the g^wemmenl of Armeapa and Aaer« 
bayjftn, and Yfissufthesonof Amrfi in that of the two provioi^esHof IrAk, 
he^ continued the lieutenancy of Kborassaun tOb^Nuaser Seyaur ; wHh 
instructions to set bis prisoner Yaheya the son of ZakI at large, with pemia^ 
sioio to dispose of himself as be thought best, and to treat him otherwise 
with kindness and libeiuliiy. Yaheya was sccordingly disnuased by (he 
governor of Khorassaun, with a rich dress of honor ; and a present of two 
thousand dirhems, to deljray the expeaces ef his jourae^t into Irak t where 
he was desired to take uphis lesidence uutr) bn leeqieed the Khalifa 
further commands. This unfortunate man bwl proceeded ai fal eSfdm 
ci^ of hteyshapOr, accompanied by about jrioe hundred of hi$4rieiidiiViatid 
had baited withMa Persian league of thpi plafse, ashen he^vvas/isljraekedhy 
Amrh the son of Zeraurah at the head of two AlxijMaaiidimrm efieeriog (o 
heheve that he had made his escape from imprisonment, watbOneili^eoii- 
currency of those who had htiu in custody^ Yabepp\M»ddikatfeii^ ^ 
d^nded tbisinsel«ea« however^ l?bhf greak ^foUaiHty#* sWfkHMmeeaddd m 
lepubnog their nsaailaiata:: baiCjupon thia^ oonenivinfi^ thni .is wqeftd bp 
unsafe to pmceed^intoJiAki he prevailed upon Us liiaiKla t<kfetuKi with . 
him into KhorassauiirWitb the despi of inking . 

And as his conduct had possibly been misrepresented foMusser Seyaur, who 
had in &ct onginafiy dmppfsived PS faisUDiargemeD^ that cW expressed 





to defeat his ftinher Ai$ l^higiuiNaaii;, i 

pl«ceL^i»«th«iMigjdxHirhOftid'ofU^kti»YaliC3/i^ 

8cciiHi^hite4;l tu aowJuiisd^eiifl^ 0«!anali9ir . iMu^b ^ 

pf 4beisvf>p^^ ^^usser Savaur, uftcler iIm son ^^^Ak9a0 ikt Itii^ • 
peii|[tef hy whopif tiigether with the whole of his fbllowesa# after p geUKitt 
res^l^ce« he was put to death : his body:,j.witht that of his bretlief >• AMI 
Funaul) beiog suspended to a gibliet neat iChagaiioan ;tn which situaftOn ft 
lefliaioeflktiiitiL Abh MossLe»n« appeared^ So ptebnibihe hpp w m iohh ijri^fto 
house of OoHoeyah.- * . ’ ^ jl r 

iiithe year one htindiedaskd twenty^is^ disgusled with his eenisofti^ A.H.GXXVft 
tHHi t<»b}sp|eaaurea, the higher orders of his aidgeeta^ and eahaeioflhe 
piittOfipal iodividuais of the bouse ofOioAiryah»coBapifed agailMtWehd^^hi Kbalaunui* 
favf)t<d‘ hia cousin german^ Yeaseidehe son of Waiid the fttst* * Anchllio ahskhbsar* 
latter, embracing an opportunity^ while the Kha&tf with hia whole ocMHtt 
wat absent fr4)m IJamascuf to avoid the horrors of the. plague, in' thr latter 
moatbof JuiDmaiuly,*opei]ily lUKiiasked bis design., Walfd tetmned ' 
out delay to hia capital, on this ititelligencett<» give battle in the Inaurgeoias 
waa defeated and driven fijr shelter to his palace i and thither beh^^ fibiw 
sued by hia enemies, they imaiediatelyeoaled She terraeca,anAdiBifiovAing ^ 
the unhappy pnnce in hia ooaceaifsieac, atruck off his bead, and conveyed 
it to the presence of the successful usurper. This, at the age of thirfytsw, . 
was the ftteof Walidthe second, sfter amigo of one year andmne moniha; ' 
according ta euotber historian, f after a fciga of one year and two bmihI»,^ 
at Ae ago of forty-three. ^ ^ 

Ybz^eid, the third of that name, the^snii of the flVit’WaIkh and ftv^Mlr 
^halff «>f' the house of Ommeyab, succeeded without gmiit diflhhik^^ 
iniveeuiifig the subaaihsioii of the nobles,*' and ether ^ jarincipal *eftiteda'*tvkeiftho^ 
WHhiii the reach of hia capital ; but several great lordi of the Oldpifei'eiid A«houM oT 
psntmh^ of MeiioflMikiedj whom destiny Aad'Ordifried 

to^bekbehisalLhahf of this race» e€iiitunttaiciousiy>>peise ve M in whfthoMhig 
thgitr>hftegi4hee ;<iid too suceessfuNymnomfrag^ aod ^ft HBote d Ihe sdthtf -f 
jaiugepirlt whieh diegan in appear m the diffhrent primoees. ^ ^ 

gtttbun^toiiiiimrfeeMy aiH^pieeafiuusly-MablfsheAir^ prUcoeded, ‘i 

AMsfchM a]^^A.D.744j fTsUkhlkhi^. 





iSiStut^ 

irinAblMliur* 


iMAvnii 
Xllltb. 
•ftbe house 
ef OnoMy# 
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«»onoiftf«1Vefl^(iiredf the app^latfvt^^ 16 iheai 

tiKMores hhi ehample fki too of 

Khonmuo, by^l^UasefS^ur; Which prodhl^'d'ib th'e^pe6^fe'"<^ 

¥inee Ueh 6 tlhigoei tovi/^toa his pendn and Idmfh&trakirm^ thiit iffsey wed» 
easHy led to' tralMfer their obedience to Khbzze^ia* the KerttakiOialB, one ^ 
Che lotw or deseenihinta of Mohrlfeb : betwihit whorti and jMi/sbeySe^df, 
IrosttHties *abdii afterwards broke out, Which continued to rage, ii^wih 
fresentljf be aean^, dotti the rights of the house of Abbas were pi^lakned 
by Abb Moeslent, from among the ruins of MerCi,* About the same time, 
Bukkertbe son of H^nian, one of the agents of that family, was successfully 
employed in Kbomssaun in obtaioing a promise of altegiance ft»r the reprd* 
aentatiSe of the'house of Abbas t and returned with mostfibemi contribud- 
ons to Ibraubim the designated Imaum, the son of Maifommed, for 
aervice they had been collected among his adherents. 

From the impending misfortunes Yezzeid was, however, rescued by thh 
plague t of which, at the age of.thirty.seven, he died on the twentieth of 
Zilhudje,y of this year, after a short-lived sovereignty of six months. If the 
advantage of an illustrious birth had been alone sufficient to confer renown, 
or to aecure bis power, this prince would have been singularly fortunate, 
since bit historians have assigned to him the followinf^ CKalted pedigre^. 
His mother Mah-afreid, was the daughter of Feyrouz the son of T( zdi jird, 
the last monarch of the ancient Persian diiiSsties ; the mother of Feyrouz 
was the daughter ofSheirOiah, by a daughter of the Greek emperorof Con- 
stentinople ; Snd lastly, the mother of Sheirhiah Was the daughter of the 
Khaugan, or great Kaiin of Tataria: so that he had good grounds for 
boasting, as he frequently did, that ** he was the sOo of 'Nnusbifvlin, the 
**hithsr of MerwaUfi, thegmndsoo Of Caesar, and the same m thb%urHi 
••degree of the Kiibgan.*' ^ ^ 

iMAvnut the son of Watid the first, thirteenth' Kbalif of the iSddke of 
Ornmeyebu On the death rdT Yezzeid, the people ct DbfdaaCui, 
fbhtiity ifitb ah smmgement made by will, Were ebaily prevailed upon'ib 
pledge their ^dlcgiance to his brother Ibrauhim: but, ftont tHi aMma 
Widehwas alteady spread of the approach of Merwaunvwho- hihTfie^ 


yTanUifUeMu 


t October lid, AJ3U 






Tarikh 

Tfbfj; 


koofvn \o 
hb wajt S;()g^ 

■ff^irt djFthidJprin^ wcte iwjvcr likd)^tQ»be Wj fd^tigiPdil^inu > ’ ; TW ”p^ 

, Ik oftheiiceeM 

finally. deiarmiDed in hid resoimjfm*. C<¥BlpU|wg^ 

An^oinancl Azerbayjaun to one of hiarfidiower% Aiiaiefpi,^jintijd^ 
pM ul' Hullauly* he proceeded on hie much tevanle h# 

eeems to hove reached Uamesewithpiu experieQp|i||;,eaj fttfticii^QP9% 
sftion. The |;emeofi of that piece ventured^ ^ l^ve ifUtp bedliftf 

but fiitaHy coining to an acconmodationr they agreed tovnafuder eN«^ 
giance to him.. Merwaun now continued to advance, and haeiqi 
defeated the troops of Syria, under Seieihi the son of the KhaNf Heshnum# 
he appeared without further opposition^befoiethe gates of tbetceprtai. 

According to some authorities, lbr4bim was engaged in person in lh||^ Khohumou 
last conflict ; and having fled in consternation to Damascus^ there eauesd^ al*skbbsar. 
the two sons of Walid the secondly Hukkem and 0€bm4n« wbo^.hsd iep§ 
lang^uished in imprisonment, to be put to rfeatb. , , 

Whatever might have been the object of this unnecessary, pigpe f| 

^uelty, ibraubim seems to have reliiiijttisbed all tbougbjs of v^|;itaiice # 
against the invader of his rightt. Immediately on his arrival befoae j^mssK Tsrftb 
euB, he surrendered bis person and authority into the bands of Merwaiuat Tcbcy, 
to whom he made no difficulty to pledge his allegiance. What became o( 
him afterwards is not clearly explained. According to the author fif tiMp 
Tarikh ghaeidah, he perished by the band of Hejaiije the son of Ahdulaih^ 
siz. Others affirm, that he survived a short ume, aft^r ciaiming ihe peiM 
lection of Merwaun ; but most agree that be did not outlive bis thirty^^wiA 
year, having exercised a alltprt and precariotts aovereignty oC sometluel^ 

less than three months. - , » KboltuMiii, 

The second, surnaraed U1 Bumraaus, |he i|on of Idahomiucd, 

■nd jrraiidtoii of \|erwauQ tlje flmt; the fourteenth iwd Aur^Khalif.of Ihe^^ 
house ^ Ommeyah. Merwaun haek posaesaiop of Damascus jn. ^ latteii itd, 
liartffw mofiTh of Sufiur,^,die year one hundred and awepty^seiwu*^ taw KhSHT 
immediately recognised as their sovereign by the people of ||m| 
fijalto* ^Bua the whde em|^ teeming with insurrections, prat now 

* Dscanbcrj A. P. 744, v 
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ii^eiPCVli. wgiaglomidiitiMitmveliiftM, whiflh>A»AT riii| l li itom 

eattipgui»bed evfiyjfldifiUiiat ^ •* 

Sidlaussut. At Kui«ib|,tiM prifieip|it Ab« 

olAkbbMir. duljah the son of Omar AIkImIas^i the goiD^narnof'^r&k si^hot: rtwded at 
, tbts time at Heirah on ^e. IJupbrate^ relfMd Cram Ms prison AlKMbh 
die son ofMauweiabt $ desctodaot of JauIRi^ Teya«f>; to vrlumi tliey 
ptedgtid their allf^iaiice as the rigbtful successor to the ditane of tha Ktha**, 
lifs!. AbduUah/ was soon at the head of n coiisidarab|e forc«>. wldi mMcIt 
be advanced towards Heirah ; but being met and defeated by the geandann 
of AbduUazaia, he was compelled to Fetum» with aume precipitstioay to 
Kbfdi. Fnun thence, however, he wklidrew with a considerable body of 
the inhabitants, 6rst to Med&ein, and ultimately to tlulwaun ; of which, 
having made himself master, be further extended his power tbrr)ugii that 
part of FhrsianlrAk to the city of Isfabauo, no one siije, and ItAi on the 
other. An insurrection which took place during (he same year, aiming 
the inhabitants of Hems, or Harness, and some other cities in Syria, being 
more within hiscoiitrotrl, was however suppressed, without great difficulty, 
by the personal exertions of Merwaun, and of. the detachments which he 
emyloyetl to enforce obedience. 

Tarikh His protractejd residence, and distinguished ser^rices in Azerbayj&n and 
Tcbr/. AWFienia, might have been ex|)ected to secure, in those provinces at least, 
ail attachment to the government of Merwaun. They became, neverthe* 
Jess, at a very early period, the scene of sedition, and revolt to a very 
Inveterate degreew A schismatic of the name of Mussaufer bf n Kesbeir, 
a native of Heylek&o, raising the standard of insurrection at Antebail, and. 
being there joined by the gieater part of the inhabitants, proceeded to the 
attack ot the place oNiis oali vity ; which was then the residence .of A nasetw ul 
Hullauly, the lieutenaiu of Merwaun. .The q^wn being escaiaded by lbe 
insurgents, the Khalifs lieutenant was compelled .to jly towards Berdia,. 

, where be remained to assemble the trnopa of the two provinces, |n his 
eamp near that place, he was, bowever^surprised soon afterwards, by, MflssaiH 
fera«id.bis followers, now become extremely puineroi^ 
himself kitted, with many of bis associates, and the wh<denfhia tr^ps.dis* 
persed. The, insurgents returned to Beylebaun loadeclji|vith bnoqr^^and 
^ npt e,Uttle efMxmraged by this continued train ol(|HCcefs., 
injttiy and re*estabiish hia insulted autboi it} , Merwaun selected Abdulm^ek 
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4bt80«i'«f Irit esptaio* irhoge fothvrM 

by the insurgenuk Tb»tCMOHi»nder acicordingly €nterit;^ Aniiisttui with ii A. D«^9. 

eoDMdmbl^ force, proved, however, oot more fortunate than bhi )prddece»i 

•or. Between Berdia and a town oalied Werban, he wao also attacked, and ''Tibky. 

killed by the insurgents. Nevertheless, his brother who succeeded to' the 

command, contrived, under various disadvantages, to protract the'' War in 

this country, until the insurrection in Khorassaun, under the* auspices of 

Abh Mossiem, bad brought the power of the Benni Ommeyah to the vCfge 

t>f dissolution. 

Ever since the reign of Hashaum the son of AbdutthAlek, the government 
of Khorassaun had been continued by the succeeding Khuiifs, without 
interruption, to Nusser Seyaur ; and his authority was confirmed to him 
afresh, on the accession of Merwaun. Nusser Seyaur was a native 
of Bassorab, but unfortunately foe himself, and the race for whom he 
governed, cherished an unwarrantable prejudice against all who were 
not of his own tribe ; a prejudice which he betrayed in several 
acts of severity towards those of other tribes who served under 
his government. Disgusted by a behaviour at once so illiberal and 
impolitic, the chiefs of these latter entered, at length, into an associltion 
for the redress of their grievances, with a couzin german, and not a soo,o/ 
the celebnited Mohillcb, whose children have already occupied so distin- 
guished a shar** in the pages of this narrative. The name of this person 
* was Khozzeia the son ofEissa, entitled the Kermaunian, from the country 
of his birth ; an appellation by which he will be hereafter more generally 
vccognized. Bearing an unbounded influence with bis tribe, that of the 
Benni Ezd, he appeared to the malcontents, of all others, the best qualified 
to vindicate their wrongs; and to him they bitterly cohiplained of the severi- 
ties which they had been •ompelled to suder, from the illiberal partiality of 
Nusser. The Kermaunian recommended fur the present, that they 
Would return peaceably to their habitations, and that he wouUl 
try the effect of expostulatioa with their obnoxious governor. fJe 
accordingly repaired at an early opportunity to the presence of Nusser 
Seynhr’ and remonstrated with him, in very severe terms, on that part of his 
conduct, by which he had given such general dissatisfaction ; at the same 
Millie apologizing for the language, in which he was compelled to address 
by his apprehensions of the mischief which might possibfy arise, 
should a BBHI^of mutiny break out among their countrymen. Without 

4 E 
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A.H«CXXV1Ii condftciaidmg to notice the tubject of his reidhonstranee^ Nmer henghfliy 
A* D. f49. demanded, in reply, who he was, that he should presume to speak to him' 
Ttrikh in Such intemperate language > And immediately ordered himjo prison, t<h 
T>brj. ruminate on the unguarded freedom with which he had ventured to disclose 
l^imself. 

This • violent measure produced an immediate and serious agitation 
among tlie discontented tribes ; and it was determined that some expedient 
should be adopted without delay, for the enlargement of their chief. But 
as matters were, perhaps, not yet ripe for open revolt, they contrived by 
night to open a private passage to the prison of the Kermauiiian ; through 
which, with considerable difficulty, and, as he is said to have been a man 
of extraordinary size, or great corpulence, at the hazard of snffneatioo, 
succeeded in forcing him once more to ilie light of day ; and setting him 
immediately on horseback, convened him to a place of safety, under the 
protectionof his adherents/ Before he had been, apprized of his escape, 
Nusser Seyaur, on cooler reflection conceiving perhaps, that in a moment 
of irritation he might have been led to indulge in a greater degree of resent, 
ment than the occasion could justify, disparehed the captain of his guards, 
Selem ul Mauzeiiy, the day following to salute the Kermaunian, and to 
assure him, in his name, that he was in no respect disposed to do him the 
smallest injury ; but that provoked by some expressions which had drop, 
pod from him in their late conference, he had felt liiinself unavoidably 
offended. However, that he might now venture to his presence, as he 
was invited to do, with an assurance on his part of perfect indemnity. 
With this message, the Mauzenite repaired to the Kermaunian, whom he 
found at large ; and to whom he repeated what he was authorized to com- 
municate on the part of the governor of Khorassauii. Although there 
appears to have been nothing particularly offensive in the nature of this 
communication, there was some circumstance in the demeanor themessen* 
ger, which induced the Kermaunian to observe, that if he had not been aware 
of his ignorance, the occasion would perhaps justify him in teaching him alea# 
son of respect. To which, when the Mauzenite replied by disclaiming with 
an oath, any power or authority in the Kermaunian which entitltd him to 
any thing that was submissive on his part, the latter added, that if he were 
not under the protection of his roof, and of the laws hospitality, he copld 
easily convince him of the situation in which he stood. “ Go,” said be^ 
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^ thou adversary of ihe true God, return to thy master, thai^ t4tg‘sadali,^ A,H.e 3 CXfU|. 
* and tell him, in answer to his message, whatever suits tbio^ owe diacre* A* 

^tinn; whatever' thy observation may have taught thee: for with me, TsHkV 
** neither thyself nor thy master, are any longer of the smallest importance/^ Tebty* 
Selem hastened accordingly to describe to his employer thecircumstimces of 
his unwelcome reception ; but when desired to be the bearer of -a second 
message, he begged to decline the office ; not, as he alleged, a seott* 
meiU of fear, but from an apprehension, that if constrained, to be 
witness to language so derogating to the honor of his general, it might be 
more than he should be able to submit to; and that he might thus be irritated 
to assail the person of this audacious rebel in his own presence-chamber. 

The task was accordingly assigned to another of Nusser Seyaur’s captains, 

Essniut the son of Abdullah, one of the most distinguished soldiers in 
Khorassaun. 

But as this, *aiid several other messages which passed on the occasioD4 
aeem to have had no other tendency than to aggravate the dispute, the 
detail may be easily oinittetl, without injury to the narrative. We shall 
therefore come at once to the last attempt made on the part of Nusser Sey* 
aur, to avert or protract the necessity of committing himself to a state of 
absolute hostility with the malcontents. The llemii 'Fcmeim, the mosw 
powerful of the Arabian tribes attached to his person and government, 
became now clamorous against any further expectation of arrangement with 
’ that dog of a Kermaunian ; and urged their general, with some degree of 
importunity, to secure him, before his army should become formidable, and 
his power more efficient. In the midst of these clamours, Nusser was 
addressed by ocouzin german of his own, Aiikkail the son of Mi^akkil, 
who cautioned him, by the mewl serious considerations, to beware of being 
influenced by the importunities, or the counsels of these violent men ; lest 
by a premature contest with the discontented hiclion, he should bring dis- 
honor upon himself, and the most serious calamities upon his family ; 
independent of the difficulties which he would accumulate upon his sover- 
eign, by thus provoking tiie spirit of insurrection already too alarmingly 
excited in other parts of the empire, with a tendency too mauifestiy 

, * On the precise meaning of these terms which refer to the ofyrinf of smetAiag late, the 
^Kbor has not been able to decide. 
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A.H.CXXVII| dirfcted to transfer the monarchy into other handa. On theae eonridefi* 
A.D. 745. tions, he therefore intreated, whatever he might resolve upon» that he 
Tarikh would not commit himself by any measure of rash, or intemperate violence.. 
Tebry. To the prudence of these suggestions, N usser Seyaur very readtly assented ; 
and be desired that his relative would go to the Kermaunian, end try 
Whether he might not yet be brought to listen to the voice of reason, and 
moderation. 

For this purpose, .^ukkail procured a final interview with the Kermaunian ; 
who was now sudficiently protected from injury by a guard of chosen 
horse, to the number of seven hundred, cased, as our author informs us in 
a preceding passage, to the eyes in steel. Auk kail proceeded, however, 
undismayed to open the subject of bis visit, urging the Kermauuiaii, in a 
few words, to exert that influence which lie possessed as the chief of a 
powerful tribe, in the support of the legal authority ; and to discard those 
extravagant views of ambition, into which he appeared to have been lately 
betrayed, before matters should be carried to that extremity which threats 
ened the country with such alarming anjl dangerous consequences. To 
this the Kermaunian condescending to make no other reply, than by an 
insulting demand, if the person who had sent him was not that same Fesser- 
c*lug, who had so frequently troubled him with his importunities on for- 
mer occasions ; Aukkail adjured him very solemnly against the applica- 
tion of any disrespectful epithets to a man, who, whatever might be his 
injuries, never made use of his name, otherwise than with applause. 

And thou,^^ exclaimed the Kermaunian, ** let me advise thee to be 
** more sparing of thy words ; as to thy employer,*’ still alluding to him 
by the same contemptuous appellation, his views, whatever they are, can 
** never be realized. Nevertheless, let him resign his government, and 
“ retire to his private habitation, and possibly we may forbear to pursue 
** him any further ; provided we may be allowed to proceed to the appoinU 
ment of another person to govern in his stead, equally to the advantage of 
** aU parties. If this be an alternative to which he does not chuse to accede, 
** let him supply himself to the utmost of his wishes, with treasure from 
the revenues of the province, and make the best pf his way to the pre^ 
sence of his master: and we shall be able to adjust our differences 
** independent of his conCroul. But if this be also an alternative, to whicK 
** he cannot prevail upon himself to accede, with me,” concluded the Ker^ 
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mauniaiit swearing a solemn oatb» ** there remains nothing (br Wm but the A}iGXX^ 
'Veword.” “ And yet/' observed Aukkail, if 1 may venture to propose A.D. rsfi-V 
“ such an expedient, there appears to be stili one remedy left, by which, TVmfch ' ^ 
<‘to reconcile all these discontents/^ What may tha^ be ?” said the Tsbiy. 
Kermaunian rather abruptly ; ** by a strict alliance,^* replied Aukkail, ^to 
** convert all these animosities into a cordial and permanent friendship.^ 

That is impossible/' said the Kermaunian, ** for he cannot consider him* 

** self on a par with me/* Dost thou then speak in terms so contemptu* 
ous of a man of the race of Kennaunah,” demanded Aukkail, ** setting hie 
power and exalted rank out of the question?” If he were a genuine Ken^ 

naiinah,” replied the Kermaunian, the terms in which 1 should have 
“ expressed myself, would have been very different.” What if before 
“ the day is at an end,” demanded Aukkaill, “ I undertake to pay thee 
“another visit? If thy communications should only be of the nature of 
“ those which lhave already heard from thee,”said the Kermaunian, “it were 
“ better thou shouldst not hazard the experiment. Noble Abb AJIy,^ 
said Aukkail for the last time, “ peradveniitre there is one circumstance 
which seems not to have been included in thy calculations. May I 
“ not be allowed to express an apprehension, that the contest in which 
“ tinui art about to engage, may prove fatal to thyself?'* “ I acknow<^ i 
“ leilge,” replied the Kermaunian in the terms of an Arabic saying, “ No 
“ fear, no power, but what proceeds from my creator/* 

• Aukkail now Teninied to the presence ot Nusser Seyaur, and told him 
without disguise, that his opponent was become too formidable in strength 
and importance lobe hmger temporized with ; and that it behaved him to 
make use of his power while he had any to employ. Otherwise, in con» 
formity with what had been proposed by the Kermaunian, he would seriously 
recommend to him, either to withdraw to the privacy of domestic retire^ 
xnent, that they might raise whom they thought proper to govern in his 
stead ; or to take from the treasury of Khorassaun all he might require, 
and hasten to join Merwaun. He had therefore only to make his selection 
of these three ahernatives. With equal scorn and indiguatiun the latter 
were rejected by Nusser Seyaqr, who ordered the captain of bis guards, 

*the already noticed Mosslem or Selem ul Mauzeny, to proceed 
immediately to attack this vile seafaring slave, (as he chose to designer 
fte^ bun) and avenge the insults offered to legitimate authority, 
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A.H*CXXVi|]f, by bringing: hiril his head. The perinti oiT the Kermennbiti' Va4, 
A. 1). 7^5. however, by tins time protected by a body of four thou<iand men ; tind the 
Tarikh attempt of the guards of Nusser Seyaur to carry his orders iii^o ixecution, 

T«biy. M to the hniiiediate commencement of hostilriies, which, though transfer- 
red from the interior of the city of Merfi, to a place w ithout the walls 
called Hoyaudet, where the contending parties reciprocally entrenched 
themselves, continued with undirninished inveteracy for the space of 
twelve months. During this period, Nusser Seyaiir never ceased to solicit 
succours trom Merwaun, to resist the formidable progress of the instirgeut ; 
to whose power and tdlents he did not fail to do ample justice in every 
cuinmunicatioii. Ihese accounts occasioned in iNlerwuuii the deepest eon- 
ceru and uneasiness, for they were proofs too serious, and convincing, of 
the distracted stale of every part of his government. 11 is fiist design was 
to lead an army lu pei-soii to restore his authority in Khonssauii ; but when 
he had advanced, with these views, as far as llarran in Upper Mesopotamia, 
he was struck with an apprehension, thatii he proceeded further, he should 
hazard the loss of Syria and Jezzeirah, with all the valunhle possessions in 
that quarter; aiul he therefore determined to fix the seat of his government 
at Harran. Such in general were the circumstanees of the empire, when 
Abii Mosslem availed himself of the troul>les in Khorassauii, to prosecute 
his designs in favor of the house of Abbas. 

According to the statements which we are now induced to lay before the 
reader, AbOi Mosslem was, in the early part of life, n domestic, perhaps an 
emancipated slave, (for such probably may be the acceptation of 
serauje^ or sevatfjej vfho&e original name was Alnlurraihinan ; that of his 
father being Mosslem. lie is, however, acknowledged to have been a 
youth of singular intelligence and sagacity, who had received into his mind 
a strong and early predilection in favor of the illustrious race of FDshem, 
Being engaged in the service of certain of the Benin Adjil in Khorassaun, 
he embraced an opportunity, when about the »ge of nineteen, to 
accompany a party of the friends of the house of Abbas, who were proceed- 
ing on a pilgrimage to Mekkali ; with some contributions which they wefte 
also employed to deliver to Mahommed the son of Ally, the grandson of Ab- 
dullah Abbas. On their arrival at Mekkah, they were constantly attended on 
their visits to that personage, by Ab(!k Mosslem ; who at length attracting ^he 
notice of the representative of the house of Abbas, the latter demAndhd 
one day, whether this domestic of theirs were bond or free. They replied 



thit eei^ain tti4ivi<}uatox)f tl|e)Miequaintance, of tho Benni Adjil,itpreieht^ 
him gcDerally aa a alave^ or MouU belonging to their family ; bottbat they A* D. 745." 
couaidered .him at ihe aame time in a atate of freedom. “ I know not/* iviHkh 
said Mahommed, “ what 1 am to understand from auob an explanation ; 

**but I can perceive iii him a youth of singular intelligence, bearing in his 
person very numerous iudicationa of a glorioua destiny. Possibly he knay 
^ prove one of tho^e distinguished commanders, whom providence shall put 
** in motion to establish the power of my family, illustrious Imaum, 

“ arc we tin n to expect/^ observed his visiters, that such an event is at 
“ last possible ? ftir the power of the race of Ommeyah has continued to 
“ rather a proti acted period.” “ 1 heard my father declare,” added Ma* 
hommed the son of Ally, “ that when the last year of the century, (the 
*^6jul-e.hiunmaur) should arrive, our prayers would be accepted, and that 
**(jI<k1 Almighty would niaiiiiost the power of our house, and extinguish 
” that of the race of Ommeyah [ that a blaek standard would be displayed 
**at Mcrh, and in difTeieiit parts of khorassauii ; and that our odious 
oppre»«sors would lie slauuhtored under every r<»ck,and every stone where 
th»»y should ily for concealment. We are perfectly aware,” observed the 
Hadj es, that this is the hundredth year. Never has the hundredth ‘ 

“year elapsed m the h story of auy nation,” continued the descendant of ' 

Abbas, in which the ad'airs of thar nation have not undergone some im- 
“ portant revolution, or some dreadful derangement. That long looked 
fitr, promised period ia at length at hand ; for know that you arc now in 
** the huiidiedih year of the asceiulaney of the Uenni Ommeyah.” It has 
been already observed that Abfi Mosslem was born about the last year of 
the hrst century, and tlvit his introduction to the representative of the 
house of Abbas on this occasion, took place when he was about the age of 
nineteen. In this case, reckoning from the accession of Mauweiah to 
the government of Damascus, on the death of Abd Obaidah in the 
cigliteentli of the il>dji rah, the assertion of the descendant of Abbas will in 
point ot fact be found to be tolerably correct; though the sovereign power 
dul npt' absolutely devolve to the Ikniii Ommeyah, uottl many years after* 
wants ; when the same Alauweiah succeeded to the Khelnufut on the abdU 
‘cation of Imaum Kiissun. 

, Be tliis however as it may, Imaum Mahommed continued to repeat, that 
hfi lUQkad upon the youtidid Abu Mosslem as expressly raised to advance 
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A.M.CXXVUI. the claim* of hi< fkmily. He thertfore charged them M 

A. D« 7 45. upon him, and whenever he should take up arms, to aid fetm with all their 
^ Ttrikh resources ; and to render the charge the more impressiv^, he intimaCed 

l^brj: that this was probably the last year in which they would ever meet on this 

side the grave ; since his ailings and in/irnaities gave him reason to appre- 
hend that his dissolution was at no great distance. But when that event 
had taken place, it behoved them to consider that his claims devolved in 
the hist instance to his son Ibrauhim, at this period residing in Khorassaun. 
If any thing should, however, occur to withdraw him from their expecta- 
tions, there was his second son Ally, here unaccountably denominated 
Abdullah the son of Harcth, afterwards known by the title of Abul Abbas 
111 Sedauh ; and in the last instance, to his third son Abh JaufTer; the 
Bame who was subsequently known, on his accession to the Khclaufiit, by 
the appellation of Munsiur ul Douaiinek, or more generally U1 MunsCir, the 
becond Khalif of the house of Abbas. ^ 

On their return into Khorassaun, the chiefs of the party, in consequence 
of these intimations, conceived for Ab(i Mos^lem a degree of consideration 
very different from what he had been accustomed to experience. They 
concealed) howe^rer very carefully, all they had lieard from the representa- 
tive of the house of Abbas on the subject of this auspicious youth ; although 
they frequently met to deliberate with him on the plan, and arrangements 
of the design which had been so long in agitation : Abh Mosslem, with the 
prudence of maturer years, continuing to check the impatience of his 
associates, until those circumstances should arise, when they might venture 
to disclose their views with a reasonable probability of success. 1 le would 
however encourage them, with occa'-ional assurances, that the period they 
so anxiously looked for, ’'was at hand ; and that so certainly as he consi^ 
dered himself to be the lord of the black standard, they might calculate 
Upon his entire un\^ illingness to protract the manifestation, ot execution of 
the enterprize, a moment beyond the favorable crisis, Vvhenever it might 
present itself. 

In this manner AbC Mosslem continued to Operate in silence and 
cbscuiity, until the period at which hostilities broke out, as we have already 
had occasion to observe, between Nusser Seyaiir and the Kermaunian ; in 
IVhich, he nosoimer perceived |hat the superiority was on the side of the 
Kermaunian, than he determined to appear at the head of his folloViretiBv 
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kfahoQiiiied th«8O0.of AUy.oftli^.rac^ of Abbas^was no longer in exist* ah.CXXVIK* 
ence. He had died so loKig back as the year one hundred and twenty-four^ A.u. 74s. 
and had^^een succeeded in his rights by his son ibrauliim ; by whom the KholautoUN 
prosecution V the claims of his family was afresh confided to the discretion uhakbSaur. 
and talents of A bik Mussieoi^ 

The latter proceeded now to publish, with less reserve, the claims of the race 
of Abbas to the honors of the Imaqmut; and at least a thousand warriors Tarikh . 
bad privately assembled near his person, when Nusser Seyaur became '^***'y* 
apprized of this ficsh and dangerous combination against his authority : his 
atteution was, however, so completely engaged in the contest with the 
Kermaunian, that he fcmnd it at present impossible to employ either force, 
or address, to oppose the designs of Ab^ Mosslem. ills only resource 
then, was to convey to Merwauii uiformatioii of the accumulating dangers 
which threatened to deprive him, of this fair aud important portion of his 
dominion^. To this receiving no kind of reply, he conceived it too 
evident a proof that the house of Ommeyah was already arrived on the 
verge of destruction. Still there was one quarter in which he thought a 
scii^e ofcoumioii danger, and common interests, might yet secure some 
degree of attention to his claims of assistance. Yezzeid the son of Amru 
ben iiobairab commanded at Wausset, as governor of W esteni Liak undcir 
the authority of iMerwauii, To him, therefore he next applied, represiut- 
iug, that while sullicieiitly embarrassed by his contest with the Kenn<iun- 
ian, another adversaiy had suddenly risen against iinu from the dregs^ of 
society, not less devoid of every principle of religion, than coiiteniptihle for 
the obscurity of his origin ; tliat he had, nevcriheless, collected a number of 
adherents among the profligates r)f ivhorassaun attacheil to the fanniy of 
Abbas, lie called upon \ezzi'!d to reflect seriously, that their foi tunes 
were inseparably united ; that they must stand or fiU together ; and he 
concluded by a solemn adjuration, that he would not make himself respon* 
sible for the loss of Ivhoras^aun ; an event which he had too many reasons 
to apprehend, unless he s^nt him immediate aud effectual aid. The sou of • 

Hobairab gave himself, however, but little concern about the application of 

t Sowaujan is the word in the original, for which we have not been able to discover af| 
appropriate lerm. If it were Powaujan, the meaning would be safficienily obvious. 

4 F . 



m 

A>H,CXXIX. .Nuatcr Seyaur, absurdly avowitighis resolutliini, wAijf b» tCopld.iMititaflfr 
A. D. 747. himself in Irik, not to have any thing to do with Khorassaun. An argU- 
“ ment which has operated to. the subversion of many a state, both before 
Tebry: and since. 

Finding that Niisser Seyaur was abandoned in these circumstances to 
struggle without support against treason and rebellion, Abd Mosslem no 
longer suppressed the manifestation of his ambitious views. He dispatched 
to inform the Kermauiiian that he might now venture with confidence to 
set on foot whatever plans he had in contemplation, for that he was at 
last determined to espouse his cause. The force of the. two chiefs was, 
accordingly, soon afterwards united ; and the whole thus brought together 
to act in concert against N usser Seyaur. 

Kholaussut- The appearance of Abfi Mosslem in open revolt on this occasion, is fixe<l 
Bl-akhbaur. to the latter end of Kamzaun, of the year one hundred and twenty-nine ; 

or rather to the evuiiiig when the new moon* of the following month of 
Shavaul, displayed her silver arc in the heavens, as a signal that the sever* 
ities of the preceding fast were at an end. 

The uniform chosen by Abfi Mossiem to distinguish his adherents, ha» 
Tarikh been already adverted to. Different reasons have been assigned for that 
Tebry. choice ; and among others, it is said to have been adopted, to demon-, 
strate the universal sorrow which prevailed, in consequence of the prema- 
ture fateof Zaid the son ofZeyne-ul-aubbedein, and his son Yabeya,or John, 
as briefly noticed in a former page.. But it is otherwise slated, as more con- 
sistent with truth, that AbuMosslem being desirous of bringing about an, 
entire change of system, be determined to assume for the badges and 
ensigns of his parly, a colour diflRrcnt from that which bad 
been adopted by the hopse of Ommeyah, whii li was green. With, 
this view he directed one of his attendants, to appear before him, clad in 
different colours alternately ; until he at last presented himself arrayed in, 
black, from head to foot; which Abfi Mosslem immediately declared to. 
produce the strongest impression of awe and scilempily and be accord- 
ingly issued orders that all' who espoused his cause, should take that 
colour for their clothes and standards. In consequence of this, the 
whole population of Siissa a^l Abawerd, MerA-ur-roud and Taulekan, four 
cities of Khorassaun which bad^by lltii time declared for Abu Mosslem^ 
adopted, with universal eDihusi.ism, the sable uniform ; which continued tfik, 

*JuQe 14th, A.D. 747. 
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iie borne after^eriiA AMf Cho symbol of the house of Abbas. About AH€3fXIX. 
the same time, directions tvefe dispatched by Abd MossleflUy to the ioha* A U. 747 , 
bitantsbf ^dzgaunaii, to take down from the gibbet, to which it had been Tarikh"* 
hitherto suspended^ the body of Yaheya the son of Zaid, and to give it the Tebry, 
long forbidden rites of sepulture. And it was now that be commenced 
the career of vengeance by putting to death the advocates of the bouse of 
Ommeyah, wherever he could find them. 

Alarmed to a considerable degree by the dangers with which he was 
surrounded on every side, Nusser Seyaur once more applied for succours 
to Merwaun, and to the chiefs who continued still attached to his govern* 
menu Application was however in vain, for succours never came. He 
next endeavoured to excite suspicion between Abd Mosslem, and his aHy 
the Kcrmatiniaii ; and for this purpose he wrote to the latter, to beware of 
being too blindly imposed upon by the professions of Abu Mosslem), and his 
associates; for that there was nothing so foreign to Meir views as the advance* 
meiit of ftis, ¥or bis own part, though an enemy, he confessed that he 
ciitertauKid some apprehensions of the danger to which he was thus 
unsuspectingly exposed ; and he therefore proposed a private conference 
between themselves, in the precincts of tbe city of Merh; for the purpose 
of entering into a treaty of peace, and mutual support, in order w secui^ 
ibeinselves against the designs, and to seize the person of Abh Mosslem. 

The Kermauiiian promised, without hesitation, to comply with ail he 
desired ; but repairing directly to Abii Mosslem, be disclosed to him 
without disguise, the subject of the overtures which he had received from 
the enemy, and r<>quested to know in what manlier he would advise him 
to proceed. Abu Mosslem, demanded on bis part, bow be was disposed to 
act. According to a plan which 1 have in Contemplation,’* observed the 
Kermaunian, 1 design to give him the meeting which he desires ; and to 
“ employ one of my people to fail upon him unexpectedly, and put him to 
“ death. Noihing could be better conceived,*' was the reply of Abh 
Mosslem. Accompanied by an escort of about one hundred horse, the 
KeriHiaunian proceeded accordingly to the advanced posts of the enemy . 
and having furnished one of his followers with < such instructions as he 
thought necessary for the execution of hia design, he sent a messenger to 



588 

A.H.CXXIX.-Nusser Seyaur, to invite him, according to appointmerit, to aittfflijge tM 
A. U. 747. treaty of peace and reconciliation, which he \vti8 ready lo carry hitOexeOQ^ 
"T'arikh tion. Nusser Seyaur was, however, prepared to put in prartiCf against tlje 
Tebry. life ofhis antagonist a design exactly similar to that which had been con- 
certed against his own. lie hastened therefore out of MerA at the intima- 
tion, and attended by a slender escort, proceeded to the place of conference. 
We arc told that the Kermaunian was in extraordinaiy spirits on the 
occasion ; in fact, that he was inebriated ; which being perceived by Niis- 
scr Seyaur, he turned to Hareth the son of Shorreiah, one of his depen- 
dents, whom he had previously instructed for the purpose, and gave h»m 
the signal. Hareth iininedialely assaih^d the Kermnnnian, and transfixiHg 
him with his lance below the short ribs, before he could put himself on his 
guard, killed him on the spot. 

Jlnstihties were now renewed with aggravated animosity, between Abd 
Mosslem and Nusser Seyaur. Whilst the Kermaunian appears to have 
left a son of the name of Ally, perfectly disposed to take ample vengeance 
on the murderers of his father; and who, on the death of Teineiin the son 
ofNusst r, called upon that chief tocontemplare thechasiizement wlitch, at 
the proper period, should without tail be infl»cied on himself. The day on 
which this happened proved indeed entirely fatal to the prospects of Nusser 
Seyaur. He was himself wounded; and his troops, defeated with great slaugh- 
ter, fled in dismay before the superior prowess, and better destiny of Abd 
Mosslem. From henceforward the power of the birer rapidly advanced, 
while that of his adversaries as rapidly declined. The fame of his actions, 
not less perhaps than the examples of his vengeance, implanted terror in 
every heart ; and his name was announced from the pulpits, as the most 
excellent general, the protector of the family of the prophet. 

Th( people of Khorassaun were, however, still divided into separate 
interests ; some of the cities continuing to recite the Khothah in the name 
of Merw'.'un ; while others declared as publicly for the authority of Abd 
Mosslem ; which did not fail to produce the bitterest animosities. In the 
mean time the war continued to be proseeitted on both sides with unabated 
fury, and inveteracy ; each party accompanying hostility with invective, 
roproac'h and th<^i bitterest malediction. Hut the fortune of AHA Mosslena 
Ultimately prevailing throughout the province^ the inhabitants became 
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last Universally disposed in favor of that invincible cbief» and with tbeir ^ticxxq^i , 
submission placed at his command the entire revenues of the country. A. D. 747. ' 

It has b'een^ already noticed that a considerable part of Ir&k Ajeqi, and Kboltuwut* 
Pharss, to the boundaries of K&i and Damaghaun, had soon after the uUakbbaur. 
accession of Merwaun, been wrested from his authority by Abdullah, one 
of the descendants of Jaufier Teyaur ; or rather by the activity of one of the 
chiefs who had' been' induced to join his standard. Abdullah fixed his 
residence it seems at Istakhaur, the ancient Persepolis ; no small number 
of the illustrious race of tlaushem, and of others of every rank and descrip- 
tion, hastening to that place to enrol themselves in his service. However* 
about this time, the troops of Yezzeicl the son of Amru Hobairah, the 
governor of Irak on the part of Morwaun, advancing against Abdullah in 
two directions, he was finally defeated ; and together with his two brothers* 

Hussun aud Zaid, fled for protection into Khorassaun : in the belief that 
the insurrection in that province had been proiiioicd by Ahfi Mosslem, in 
favor of the family of the prophet. Nevertheless, when the fugitive 
reached flcr^t, he was detained by the lieutenant of Abfi Mosslem, who 
commanded m that city, until he should receive the instructions of bia 
principal. The messenger returned with orders from Abfi Mosslem that 
Abdullah should be put to death, and his brothers spared. He was accord-^ 
ingly smothered in his bed, and buried in one of the suburbs of iler&t ; in 
the place since known by the name of the sepulchre or mausoleum of the 
* Seyuds. 

A series of disasters and defeat bad by this time convinced the unfor- 
tunate Nusser Seyaurthat he was no longer capable of contending with his 
invincible rival in the field of battle ; and he therefore shut himself up in 
his palace, within the city of Meru.* 

In that place it would aiipear that he was soon afterwards joined by 
Ally the Kermaiinian, who on some occasion of disgust with Abfi 
Mosslem, thought fit to go over to the enemy. Nevertheless, on receiving 
a letter from bfihman Kcshciry taxing him with his total disregard of every 
principle of sacred revenge, in associating with bis father’s murderer, be 
became again hostile to Nusser Seyaur : and seducing the gri'ater part of 
' Ihe tribe of Kebbeta to unite in his views, extended the disafifection whicji 


* Tuikh Tebqr. 
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A.H.C]OCnC. already prevailed against the government of Nuaser, to a degree ivhicS 
A. D. 747. threatened his immediate ruin, in the vcr) bosom cd'Jiis capital The tribe of 
Kholaussut- Milnzer continued however still unshaken in thiir fidelity^ In these cir- 
ul<a!vhbaur« cumstaiices, Abd Mosslein received both from Nusser Seyaur^and the son 
of the Kennaunian respectively the most pressing solicitations for support; 
to which he replied by a declaration, that he should be governed in his 
proceedings, by the resolution of the chiefs of the confederacy, of which he 
was at the head , at the same time he privately intimated to the adherents 
of the house of z\bbas, that they should favor the views of the Kermaunian. 
At a conference which was held on the occasion, Shliman Kesheiry 
accordingly pronouncing, that Klhizzeia had been the victim of treachery, 
and that it became a duty to aid his son, the opiiiirni was adopted by all the 
leaders of the insurrection ; and the messengers of NusserScyaur, and his 
opponent, were immediately sent back with impressions extremely different 
upon their minds. 

Having secured the support of Abtll Mosslem, the Kermaunian deter* 
mined on an attempt to make himself master of the city of Mem, and for 
(hat purpose again applied for assistance to his ally, lie was however tolil 
in aiisw'er, that as yet there could he no reliance on his professions ; and 
tha| it behoved him therefore to hazard at least one conflict with the troops of 
Nusstr Seyaur, in order to form some opinion of the degree of confidence 
which was to be placed in his sincerity. Thus brought to the test, Ally, 
or as he is usually designated, the son of the Kermaunian, immediately 
proceeded against Merit ; of which, after defeating Nusser Seyaur in the 
field of battle, he ultimately succet^djsd iti taking possession. Abu Moss- 
lein, on the intelligence, hastened from Makhaii, which at this period 
appears to have been his bead quarters, and drew towards the capital, into 
which he was triumphantly received by the son of the Ker- 
maunian ; who, together with the whole of the tribe of Kebbeia, became 
now united under the victorious standard of Abu Mosslem, whose address 
on this, and other occasions, was, perhaps, not interior to his gootj fortune. 
These events pioduced in the situation of the unhappy Nusser Seyaur the 
last degree of distress and despondence ; and he had conceived the design of 
throwing hims( If on the mercy, and submitting to the authority of liis 
more tortunate antagonist. But m this he was frustrated by the adverse 



•rrangenieiitt of an over-ruling destiny, not to be appeased without his A,H.CX3|JX, 
utter demolition and death. A* t>. 

Abfl M<a»lero, becoming anxious to secure the person of an adveraaiy ^Twikh 
whom contingencies might yet render formidable to his authority, employed Tsbry* 
four of his followers, on whose zeal and discretion he thought he could 
rely, to convey a respectful message to Nusser Seyaur ; inviting hitn to his* 
presence, on the pretext that he had received a letter from Ibrauhiro, the 
representative of the house of Abbas, the contents of which he aras desir- 
ous of communicating to him ; and assuring him that ho might venture to 
come without the smallest apprehension of injury, or personal danger. 

These men repaired accordingly to the abode of this once haughty chief* 
tain, to whom they communicated the invitation of Abb Mosslem : but 
one of them, either by accident or design, repeating some words from the 
sacred text of the Kordo, which suf^iently indicated the fate which 
await(‘d him, Nusser Seyaur readily agreed to accompany them ; but as it 
happened to be the liour of prayer, he availed himself of the pretence to 
rerire to one of his private apartments. In this apartment waa a window 
commuuicatir.g with the garden, and from thence, the night being fortu- 
nately very dark, he descended without delay ; then calling for the 
groom of his stables to bring him a particular horse, which he described, 
he immediately mounted ; and aba idoning all his vast possessions, idado 
the l>cst of his way, accompanied by no more than a single attendant, 

'towards the city of NeyshapOr. 

The messengers of Abb Mosslem had continued for some time to expect* 
the return of their victim, before they discovered that he was flown. They 
were then constrained to appear before their general to acccount for tbo* 
failure of their mission, iiaving patiently listened to their statement, 

Abu Mosslem desired them to dismiss the subject of Nusser Seyaur, who 
WHS welcome to dispose of himself wherever he thought fit : but he acknow« 
ledged, as he said, some degree of curiosity to learn what it was that had led 
to the suspicion of their design. They declared that they were not apprized 
of any thing, further than the short text from the Korlin, inadvertently 
quoted by their associate Laumir, just alluded to. “Even so,’’ 4|iaid Abb 
Mosslem, “his flight is now accounted for.” And as a reward for this offici- 
ous, and perhaps iuvoluntary proof of humanity, the oflender immediately 
it)8t Ills beaii 
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A.H.CXXX. The palace of the fugitive was now pillaged and burnt'by AU Moaslevi; 
A. iv 748. who had already given some proof of his stern and vindictive dispositioD» 
T&rikh His agents were dispatclied to all paita of Khorassaim, of theA whole of 
Tsbiy. which he was at hMigth in possession without an opponent. *The unhappy 
Nusser ^eyaur had on the other hand continued his flight by way of Serk- 
'hess and NeyshapCir to the city of Hai, and from thence, acwrding to some 
authorities,* lie was conveyed in a litter to Sawah in Irak Ajem; where the 
disorder by which he hmi been attacked on his journey, a dysentery, iii t 
short time put a period to his life and misfortunes. 

Khohussut- In the mean lime, Abu Mosslein appears to have exercised an unsparing 
nUakhbaur. vengeance towards all who had been attached to tlie former government ; 

not a creature of whom being suflered to live. Neither did the son of the 
Kermauniaii experience a more favorable destiny ; having been admitted 
for a few days to serve in the train of Abb Mosslcm's followers, he was 
also dispateJu^J to explore the regions of another world. 

Receiving intelligence of the flight of Nusser Seyaur, and of the estab- 
lishment of Abtt JVlosslern’s power in Kbr»rassaun, the Khalif MerwILn, 
who had long since removed his court to liarran, not scrupling* to consider 
Ibrauhim, the Imaum and representative of the house of Abbas, as the 
source of these misfortunes, dispatched instructions to his coiizin Walid 
the son of Mauweiah, and grandson of AlMlulmelek, who was lieutenant of 
Damascus uuder his authority, to secure the person of ibrauhim ; and send 
him without delay, and in safe cuslody, to his presence. The obnoxious 
chief resided at this period at a small village called llameimah, near Belka, 
on the borders of Palestine ; the governor of which found no diiEculty in 
seizing his person. He was securely conducted to Damascus, and from 
thence to Harraii, where he was immediately imprisoned. After therou- 
flnement of a few days however, an order was issued by Merwaun, in the 
silence of the night, to put him to death ; loguber with several other dis- 
tinguished Koraish, suspected of being concerned in promoting bis views. 
Ibrauhim is stated to have been dispatched by a rather singular process of 
Cruelty ; he was suffocated by inclosing or tying up his head in a bag of 
quick lii^e. Ilis brothers, the future Khalifs AbfU Abbas. Seffauh, and 
AbA Jauffer ul Munsiir, happily escaped from Hamciiiiah,^and arrived 


* KbolauBsut-ul*4kbbtur. 



j^tefyatKAfah, whftre they arera secreted by AhASelmaK Jellauljboth 
lo'acreen them from the malevolence of their enemies, and to promote the *A.D,:r4a. 
designs which he had in view in favor of the descendants of Ally* some 
one of whonf he meditated to establish on the throne of the Khalils. For aUskhbaur, 
this latter purpose, he is said to have written alternately to the three follow- 
ing personages of that family, iutreating their acceptance of the honors tb 
winch he had destined them to succeed. First to Imaum Jauffer-ul-Sau. 
dek, secondly to AbdulUh the son of Hussun, and lastly to Omar the son 
of Zeyn-uUaubbedein i by each of whom his proposals were rejected ; ‘ 

Imaum Jauffer, in particular, causing his letter to be burnt without a per- 
usal. These circumstances, however, as will appear liereafter, must have 
occurred subsequent to the entrance into Khfah of the generals of Abft 
Mossicm ; when the latter chief's, discovering the retreat of the Abbassides, 
obtained from them information of the death of their brother Ibrauhim, and 
of his bequest of all his rights to Abdl Abbas; whose claims they now 
solemnly pledged themselves to support, even before Abb Selmah was 
appiized that his proposals had been rejected by the descendants of the 
prophet’s daughter. 

Kolubah the son of Shebcib, of the lineage of ll&rem Tai, had at aformer 
period arrived in Ivhorassauii, with the standard which he had beencharged^ 
by Ibrauhim the Imaum, to present to Abb Mosslem ; by whom he was 
subsequently appointed lieutenant general of the army which he destined 
• for the reduction of the western provinces of Irak. 

Ilrcnrring to the period at which Abu Mosslem became apprized of the Tarikh 
death of Nusser Seyaur, It appears that he was deierrained by the know- Tebry* 
ledge of that event, to hasten the march of the troops under Kohtbah • 
whom he now directed to advance towards Gurgai),or .lurjan, as it is some- 
times differently written, near the south eastern extremity of the Caspian ; 
and from thence, according to circumstances, to prosecute his march to 
llui,or to any other ({uarter* where he conceived it practicable to extend 
the circle of his victories. 

In concurreuce with his instructions, Kohtbah, w'hom we find accom- 
^nied oh this occasion, among other commanders,* by KhAied the son of 

* Kholaussut-ul<«khbaur. 
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A.H.CXXX. narmi'k, proceeded first to NeyshapCir, of which he made hi^clf mas^ 
A. I). 748. ‘Without reaisiaitce; and having there levied a considerable contrjbutioii 
Tariyi” which be divided among bis followers, be advanced, as it would .appi'ar, 
Xebiy. towards the province of Jftijao, by the circuitous route of TAss, which, 
according to some authorities,* he carried sword in hand, lu the neigh. 
bourlKVid of JOijaii he found, however, a numerous body of troops- 
entrenched, under one of the lieutenants of Yezaeid the sou of AmrOi 
Hobairab, and prepared to oppf>sc him t« tlie utmost extremity. Uut 
car'yiiig with him the foriuiieofhis principal, Kolubali did not hrsiUte ta 
attack the enemy hi their intreiichmcms ; and after a conflict which con. 
tinned from auu rme to the decline of d.ty, succeeded in obtaining a com. 
plcte victory ; lleiiannah the commander of the enemy, wiih liis son I len. 

telali, and ten thousand of their followers, perishing in the baitic. 'I'he 

rest, whf ther Syrians or nativis ot blit, escaped by fl gilt. This conflict 
is stated to have taken place in the montli of Zilbmijc.t IJowever thai may 
be, Kobtliah entered the city of Jhij.m soon atterwards, and putting to 
deatli, without nierci.all whom he could discover of the adherents of the 
house ot Oimneyah, lie remitted a part of the hraity which fell into liis 
bauds to .\bu Mosslem, and disUibuied the remainder as formerly among 
his soldiers. 

Koliibah now advanced without opposition to Darnaghan and Rai ; of 
both which places he transmitted a proportion of such contributions as ho 
could levy to Abii Mosslem, arcompaiiicd with a request, that he might be 
permitted to prosei-ute his advantages without further delay. Referring to 
his original instruotioiia, this was not a mailer in which he could have 
expected to experience much difliculty ; and the reply of Abfl Mosslem 
accordingly no further restrained his proceedings, than to signify that his 
fiist object should be the reduction of Isfabaun. For that purpose, tliere. 
fqre, Kohtbah next directed his march for K6m, where he appears to have 
met with no resistance; but on intelligence of his appoach, a considera- 
ble force was assembled by Aumar the son of Zebbaurab, the governor of 
Isfahauii, with a determination to give him battle. Accordingly Knhtbah 
had no sooner shewn himself in the neighbourhood of Isfabaun, than the 
governor of that city issued from the town, at the head of bis troojis ; and 
having, with every expression of contempt and insult towards liiraselt, his 
• Khubussut-ul-aiwlibaur, t August, A. D. 748. Ibidem, 
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|t 1 nc!pat, and the house of Abbas in genera), rejected an appeal to the sec- . 

tions of the KorAn, and in favor of tlie family of their prophet, he left to the A D. 74V. 
lieutenant ^f AbCl Mosslem no other alternative than an immediate attack, Twikh 

to wliicfi he directed his followers to proceed without further delay. The Tebr/. 

fortune of AbA Mosslem was, however, again triumphant. The goveraor/)f 
Isfahaun, with a great part of his troops, fell in this contest, which is stated 
to have taken place in the year one*liundred and thirty-une ;* and the city 
immediately submitted to the epnqueror. 

Having continued at Isfahaun for the spare of twenty days, Knhtbah 
then led his troops towards Niha\^ end ; which had been secured against liini 
by a certain Malek l»en Mahommed iil Bahely, with some of the family of 
the unfortunate Nusser Seyaur. After he had for some time been closely 
invested within the walls, and had sustained considerable annoyance from 
the warlike machines of Kohthah, winch continued to play upon the town 
without intermission both night and day, the governor at last sent out to 
request a capitulation for himself, and the men of Syria who composed his 
garrison: to whieb Kolubah consented without much dilfieulty. The 
gariison aecordni,»ly evacuated the place, and pul themselves at the dispo* 
sal of the bosl<*i:frs, together with forty individuals of the family of Nusser 
Sejaur, who confided in the deceitful possibility that they should escape^ 
detection, 'fhe ministers of vengeance were however not to be eluded. 

These iinbappy persons were ail discovered, and iii cold blood deliberately 
put to death by their remorseless persecutors. From thence Kobtbah 
proceeded to llulwaiin, which vvat precipitately abandoned on his approach 
by the odicer who held it under the authority of the grandson of I fobair«ili ; 
and who fled to Ins master to acquaint him with the danger, which, like a 
gathering tempest, seemed now ready to burst upon him, from the ridgea 
of Persian liak. 

Filtering llulwaiin withmit opposition, Kohtbah, as usual, levied a con- 
tribution on the inhabitants lor the supply of liis troops, and prepared to 
march into the lower Irak. In the mean time he employed a detachment 
of ftior thousand men, under Abdulm^lek the son of Yezzeid, called Abil 
Awuui one of bis associates, to take possession of bheherzi^r, which was 

* Kholausdut-ul-akhbaor. 
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A.H CXYXI. Vmeid the son of Amr6* by • certain AbASofi^riia.bift 

A, D. 746. Othrnriii. With a force etbmetbing superior iii number, this commandef 
' Tarikh post at a station about two Persian leagues on that side of Stteherzftf, 

Tcbry. determiried to oppose the troops under Abh Awun : But being- 
killed with a considerable part of his followers, the remainder dispersed in 
all dirrc'tions, and Abb Awun entered Sheherzur without further resistance. 

Bv this time the intelligence whichdie continued to receive of the pro* 
gress ot these formidable insurgents, had at last convinced the governor of 
Irak that it behoved him in person to meet the danger, before it sought 
him 111 the reposeid’ his capital ; he therefore left Waussit at the head of 
his army, and approached tin iwatin ; in the neighbourhood of which he now 
encamped, iinmi'diatciy surrounding his position with intreiichroents. On 
this, instead of prot'eeditig to attack the enemy, Kolubah drew his troops 
from iJulwauii touards Khaiu keln, followed by the grandson of Eiobairah; 
who decampt'd to Destgueirab, as if determined to attend his motions for 
an opportunity of attacking him to advantage^ When this circumstance 
became known to Kohtbah, he thought fit to explain to his associates, that 
for the present it was necessary to ab'^tain from molesting the grandson of 
Hobairah ; and that be should be permitted to amuse himself hy whatever 
movements he chose ; unless indeed he placed himself in such a situation 
that an action could be no longer avoided : that they had come thus 
far, not in search of him, but of his master Merwaun. Having thus 
explained himself, K(»htbah proceeded further to inform them, that he 
required guides to conduct him to Kbfah, in such a manner as to avoid all 
communication with the high road, or usual route. On which a person of 
the tribe of Hamdan stepp^^d forth, and told his general, tliat he w'ould 
undertake to lead him to Kufah in a way that he should he entirely 
withdrawn from the observation of the enemy. “ Lead on,’’ said Kohtbah, 

•» and if heaven prosper, ten thousand dirhems shall be thy reward.” The 
guide proceeded accordingly, and by an expeditious march, brought the 
army to a place called Baussa ; from whence turning off to the right, be 
conducted them ultimately to the city, as it is here called, of Odeid, but 
which it would be at present difficult to recognize, unless it were perhaps 
Jedeidah on the Euphrates ; this, from what follows, could not however b€^ 
the place. 
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On mteiligence of this devious and unexpected movement on the part A.RCXXXK 
of his adversary, the govern* if of hkk demanded of his friends, what they A.D. 74e« 
now thou'ght of the views of the invaders. “ Jhe designs of Kohtbah,” said Xsrikh 
tbt*y, ** are manifestly directed towards Kufah ; it is however the business of Tohiy. 

our general to leave him for the present to his fortune, and proceed 
** straight into Kliorassaun to attack the insurrection at its source.* 

Derliniiig however the hazard of a conflict with Abfl Mosslero, whose 
for<*e he did not calculate at less than one hundred thousand strong, Yez- 
zk id the son of Amru, determined on marching with all the celerity in his 
power towards Kufah, in the expectation that he ^should yet be able to 
rearh that place before his antagonist. Whi. h resolution being carried 
into immediate eifect, was the means of bringing the two armies, perhaps 
betort tliey wt*re aware of it, within a very short distance of each other. 

in the mean time, having apparently crossed the Tigris without any remark- 
able occurrence, Kolithah was arrived on the left bank of the Euphrates, and 
had already sent the greaier part of his force to the otherside, when sometime 
after sun set, they were unexpectedly attacked by the troops of Yezseid. 

Either attempiiny: to cross to the assistance of his followers on the other 
side, or exerting himself to repulse the enemy on his own, the horse of 
Kolithah siiimbled m the obscurity and confusion of the night, and threw ^ 
him into the river ; where he was immediately drowned. Being however 
ignorant of the fate of thoir general, the troops of Kohtbali continued the 
action with unabated spirit and resolution, until they had driven off their 
assailants in complete disorder. They then sought their general, and hav- 
ing lor some time explored the banks ot the river in vain, at last discovered 
his horse, the drenched state of whose equipments too clearly bespoke the 
fate of his rider. U is son Hussun w'as immediately chosen by the army to 
succeed him, and the march for Kflfah was resumed without further 
interruption. While the son of Amro, with his vanquished and dispirited 
followers, withdrew towards Waussil, confiding the defence of K&fah, |;hat 
nest of sedition and inconsistency, to Abdurraihman the son of Beshir ; but 
as tbw chief would have found it perhaps diflicult to have opposed aoy 
eflectual resistance to the enemy, at the head ot a turbulent and disaffected 
population, he thought it best to abandon the place, and hasten to join hia 
patron. 

Hussuti Kohtbah now approached Kufah without further opposition, and 
ip the mouth of Mohurrem, of the year one hundred and thirty-two* 

• Kholau8sut-ul-«khbaur, September, At D. 749. 



A.H.CX5C3!lJf. rtitewd lhat city at the head of thirty thousand men. Wn wa» riVted na 
A. l) 749. hi8 arrival by Abu Si linah Jauffer the son of Jwllaul, entitled the minister 
•ferikh agent of the family of Mahommed, whom we have alreat^y had occasion 
Tebry. to notice; and whom the son of Kohthali appcais to have received with 
eingiilaricspt'Ct and ilistinctioi). For this indeed he alleged the instruc* 
tions of Ahu Mossleiu, by whom he expressly stated that he wasdire< ted 
to place himself under his authority ; and ho aocordin^ly desired to know 
tn v\iiat manner he wished him to cnoduc^t his futnro proceedings, 'i'he 
result of the interview, however, was a joint proclamation by which the 
inliabitaiits were invited to meet at the principal mosque; to which, not a 
person of any rank or respectability in the town «>r neighbourhood failed to 
repair at the tune appointed ; although the object for which they were 
assembled was, to the last, studiously withhold from the knowltdge ot the 
public. 

There was at the same period residing at Kufah a considerable party 
attached to the interests of the race of Ally, and who entertained expecta- 
tions accordingly, that the allegiance of the perqile would be reqiiirid, as 
they conceived it due, for the descendanis of Abb Tanleh. Hut when AbA 
Selmah, after performing the ordinary functions of the Irnaurniit, further 
* prorogued the assembly, with a request that every individual among tli« m 
who could put on armour, or mount a horse, would appear the next day in 
the same place, arrayed in black, for the purpose of swearing allegiance to 
that person who should he found most worthy of the goverimierit ; the 
hopi'sof that illustrious and persecuted family were at once extiiutuishcd. 

Be this however as it may, the m.iss of the people, more interested pos- 
sibly about the ensuing spectacle, than about thi‘ justice or injustice of any 
particular claims, dispersed to their habitations, to provide themselves with 
thepquirrd unifoiin. So that the next morning, by break of day, the 
whole of Kufah appeared completely shrouded iii black ; the people hast- 
ening to the mosque in prodiaious crouds, in black turbans and vesture, 
frith banners of the same colour displayed, and renduig the sky with their 
acclamafions. In due time, Abft Selmah, the reputed vezxeirofthe family 
of Mahomined, a title which, perhaps to favor the deception, appears to 
have been confirmed to hiia by Abh Mosslem, entered the assembly clad 
in the like sable colours with the rest ; and liaviu^r, as b> fore, taken posses- 
.Sion of the pulpi% and dispatched the ordinary forms of divine worship, he 



proceeded to dem^ind of the listeniog multitude, if they wer^ willing U 
cortbuMn t^e act, which he was about ta disclose to them, '^ey desired A!t>. 74o. 
him, without further prelude, to explain his views. On which he further Tarikh ** 
proceeded to sfate, that Abu Mosslem, the captain general of the insurrec* T^ry. 
tion in fa'vor of the descendants of Mahommed, had written to him to 
require that he should establish a prince of the race of Ilaushem, on the* 
thrnue of the Khalifs— To redeem the world from the tyranny of the 
house ofOmineyah, and of the unprincipled and arri>gantiminulators at' the 
children of ihe propher — That he had sought through the mansions of the 
Benni Haushem, and had not been able to discover among them any one 
of a chtiracler more exalted, or of a dispasiiioo more pious than Ally the 
sou of Mahotnined the son of Ally, the son Ah/lullah Abbas ; that he wae 
at the same lime, by priority of birili, the most exeellent of the family of 
Abbas, and a man of unblemished morals. “ This therefore, continued 
Abh Selmah, “is the peison who ehfilhnges my approbation; let that 
“ approbation be Confirmed by your elioice,** The assembly immediately 
declared, that his decision was i nt tied to their utmost applause; that it 
was manifestly under tlie direction of providence ; that their prayers were 
offered to heaven, lo continue to inspire him, with the same regard fur the 
principles of truth and justice ; and that their resolutions should be entirely 
governed by bis. All which they confirmed by the usual solemn and 
tremendous acclamation, “ God is most powerful 

. A messenger was now dispatched h) Abu Selinah, to conduct this 
favored individual to the assembly; and he made his appearance soon after-i 
wards, riding on a she camel, and ariayi’d in the same sable uniform that 
enveloped all around him. As it was Friday, and the day set apart by 
the precepts of his religion for the more solemn performance of the duties 
pf divine worship, he desired, on entering the mosque, that the rafiezzin 
would proclaim the hour of prayer 111 the usual strain. Then ascending the 
pulpit, after the customary exordium of praise to the supreme being, ait 4 
of benediction to the spirit of his messenger, be proceeded, perhaps as a 
public and solemn attestation of the orthodoxy of bfs principles, to address 
his auditors in a discourse of some length ; in which he expatiated in pari* 
ticular on the blessings of heaven, the torments of hell, and on the punish** 
tnents and reuaids which in a future state would be mfallibly adjudged ta 
(he practice of vice and virtue in the present ; he closed this diacoum 
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A.K.rxXXH. howefef with w ftwertioB, that next W the prophet, »ild tb« 

A. D. 749 . immediate successhrs, their allegiance was to none so justl)r due to 
Tarikh himself. That sulnJued and harrassed, as they . bad been their oppres-k 
Tebry. aors, he had been a sharer in all their suiTeringS) and like thenit been com* 
polled to submit to usurpation and injustice ; but that Omnipotence had 
at last, among the faithful adherents of his family^ inspired alu^ro in Kbor* 
assaun, with the glorious resolution of avenging all their injuries^ For all 
which he could not forbear to o(Fer his tribute of humble praise to the 
Almighty ruler of the universe. 

AhCtl Abbas then (putted the pulpit, and advanced among the people, in 
order to pass with them through the prescribed and customary course of 
adoration ; after which he seated himself in the Meksbrah, or more sacred 
pa'-t of the mos<{uc ; the barricade of which was in a short time hiuke down 
by the throng which eagerly pressed forward to pledge allegiance to him. 
Uut on this subject ail that at present appears necessary to add, is, that 
the important scene in which the authority of the Khalifs was thus trails^ 
ferred to the house of Abbas, took place ou L'riday the twelfth of the first 
llebbeia, of the year one hundred and thirty-iwn,* 

At the same time, in opposititai to what has appeared in a preceding 
page, it becomes necessary toremaik, that the fate of ibrauhim, the elder 
representative of the house of Abbas, is here stated not to have been deter- 
mined, until the inauguration ou this occasion of his younger biotlier Ally« 
by the people of Kiifah, was announced to Mervvaiin, and produced from 
that prince an immediate Order for his seizure and execution. 

Be that however as it may, the proceedings at KAfah seem at last to have 
roused Merwaun from that uiiaccouiituble apathy, in w hich he appears to 
have been so long absorbed in his new capital of Harran ; but to wbicbf 
from his acknowledged talents and personal valour, it is not probable that 
he would have yielded, unless from motives of extreme necessity and 
embarrassiiu'iit. Those were, however, again lost in tlie contemplation of 
dCw dangers equally formidable and alarming; and the Khalif finally deter* 
mined on marching in person to defeat if possible in a general conflict, the 
aspiring views and vindictive plans of the Ilashemites. Yet before be 
took his final resolution, he is said to have required, in particolar, the 
opinum of Issmauil the son of Abdullah ul K'esheiry, possibly one of 
(hose most zealously attached to his person. AbCl Mosslem,*’ observed 

• October 88ih, A. D. 74|). 
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the embarrassed monarch on the occasion, *Ms in possession of Khora8-*A.K.CXXX]i;j 
**saun, ^iid Abdullah the sou of Mahommed,*’ allucfing^ to AbbI Abbas, A D.749. 

** is master ef Irak, where the inhabitants have publicly sworn allegiance Tmrikh 

^ to him. In such circumstances, tell me, Issmauii, how I may best pro* XdMy. 

“ceed in order to defeat the further designs of my adversaries } to enable 
** me to deliver an opinion,” replied Issmauii, ‘‘1 must, in some degree, 
be previously apprized of the intentions of my sovereign. My design,” 
ssrid Mcrvvaun, is to withdraw in the first instance, with the whole of 
my followers, into the territory of the Greek emperor, (at this period Con« 

** staiitine Copronymus) through the Grecian Derbend ; and to take up my 
“ abode in one of the cities belonging to that monarch, until 1 receive 
** answers to the applications which I shall immediately transmit, to claim 
“ liis assistance against the enemies of my person and authority. ** Heaven 
avert,” exclaimed Issmauii, “ that in any case my sovereign slionid be 
•* induced to resign the destiny of his children, to the discretion, or arbitra* 

** tioii, of the advocates of an impious polytheism ; and this, in defiance of 
** the clearest conviction that were any misfortune to befal him, while 
** ill the Roman territory, his family would be ruined beyond redemption. 

“ My advice is, on the contrary, to cross the Euphrates immediately, and 
“ fwocced iiitoSyiia ; where his appeaiaiice may effectually deter the inha-^ 
hitants, of that part of the empire at least, from adopting any resolutions 
** prejudicial to his government. And if, after all, events should there 
turn out contrary to our Just hopes and expectations, it will be still in 
“ his power to retire into the African provinces ; where the situation of 
“ my sovereign will be infinitely more desirable, and respectable, than 
“among the impious Cireeks.” Worthy Aba IJashem,” said Merwaiin, 

“ thy observations i acknowledge to he coiisisccnt with the strictest pro- 
•* priety and truth ; but 1 am resol vjed to try the issue of one conflict, at 
“ least, with the enemy. If the result should prove favorable, our embar- • 

“ rassments will in a great measure be dispelled, if the reverse, Syria 
“ will yet remain before us.” And on this he appears to have taken his 
final tesolution, to proceed in quest of his adversaries. 

In the m^au time, having received the allegiance of the men of Kiifali^ 
and of the troops of Khorassaun lately arrived in that city, in the intinncr > 



>>.H.ncx)C]l..t1ready fttated, AMI Abbas, accompany his niicles. 'prociiedbd' tt* 
A. D. 749* take up his abode in the palace of government. On the day folloiying he 
KhulauMut- caused an encampment to be formed at a station called Hamaiim&ye'in, and 
nl-akfabftuf. assigned the command of the army which was destined to encounter 
Me^'waun, to one of those uncles, Abdullah the son of Ally. On the 
other hand, Merwaun, who was also advancing from Harran at the head 
of all the troops he could collect, at the station of Zaub, on the banks of a 
certain river either of that name, or the Luphrates, fell in with the army 
of the house of Abbas ; and having there cast his fortune on the hazard of 
a battle, was totally defeated with equal sh/imeand loss; great numbers of 
his troops perishing in their disorderly flight across the river. This fatal 
discomfiture is by some * ascribed to the following accident. Whilst tlie 
armies were standing prepared for battle, in the presence of each other, 
Merwaunuinfortunately dismounted from his liorse on some necessary 
occasion ; and the animal, being incautiously left at large, immediately 
galloped ofl'amoiig the troops. The latter conceiving from the circumstance 
that their sovereign had perished, without waiting for the attack of their 
adviTsaries abandoned the field of battle, and dispersed in every direction ; 
winch furnished to the Arah^ans ground for the observation, that Merwaun 
lost Ins ihroue and empire, (to avail ourselves for once of the assistance of 
a foreign idiom) puur nn p^tde chftmbre,^ Jlut whatever might have been 
the source of this irretrievable disgrace, the unhappy monarch, in a state of 
despair and destilurinn, wandered from the scene of consternation across 
the Euphrates, directing his course for the Syrian frontier. Possessing, 
however, little in his chaiacter to exempt him from the ordinary lot of the 
unfortunate, and the intelligence of Ins discomfiture having preceded the 
arrival of the forsaken fugitive, the gates of the .Syrian cities m most 
instances were closed against hmi ; and he was ultimately constrained to 
coiiiimie hiH fli,dit through Palestine westward, to the confines of Egypt. 

Successful beyond his expectations, Abdullah of the house of Abbas 
proceeded to the neighbourhood of Mo'^shl ; arid having been joined at the 
expiration of a few days by bis brothers Salah and Abdussummud, with a 
reinforcement often thousand men from Irak, he entered that ckty appaN 
cntly Without resistance. Remaining there however no longer than witt 

* Taiikli ^(izuMlah. f KholauMut-ul«akhbaur. 



'Uece»ary to place it in a atate of^iccurity, be left it in charg® 6f oneof.thp,A:H.CXXl 
adherentsof his family, and prosecuted bis mart'b to Meij, (possibly the A.D.75e. 
>Merj-ij||r-rapmct of a former occasion) ;alt the towns in the country voluij- iarikh 
tarily submitting on his approach, and adopting with little apparent Tebry* 
reluctance the sable badge and livery of the triumphant party. Neither 
^ does he appear to have experienced any hostile interruption until he 
reached the Wdlls of Damascus, That city, under the directions of Walid 
the son of Mauweiah, the cousin of the present, and the grandson of the 
former Merwaun, and in support of a family of whoso power it liad been 
the cradle, might perhaps have been expected to make a formidable 
defence. But being closely pressed by Abdullah and his brothers the 
inhabitants quarrelled among themselves, some declaring for the house of 
Abbas, and others adhering to th(‘ir allegiance ; and proceeded to actual 
hostilities ; in whicli the governor Valid having however fallen,, add the 
pally of the house of Ahbas consequently prevailing, the gates were imme* 
diately thrown open to the besiegers ; who thus became masters of the fair 
metropolis of the Benni Ommeyali without further exertion. Having 
continued at Damascus for some short time, to restore peace and tran<{uiU 
lity to the inhabitants, Ahclullah no longer delayed the pursuit Of the 
fugitive Merwaun, in search of whom he now advanced with the greate/ 
part of his' force into Palestine; but, in consequence of instructions from 
Abdl Abbas, he there resigned the further prosecution of this object to his 
brother Salah, with a detachmentof ten thousand men ; which was proba- 
bly deemed siilfieieut to drive an abdicated monarch to perish in the burn- 
ing sands of Africa. 

Aware of these arrangements the unfortunate Merwaun, in order as 
much as possible to retard the piogress of bis pursuers, appears to have 
stood his ground, as long as was necessary to- consume the forage and lay 
waste the country; after which he acceleratikl his flight into Egypt, still 
spreading conflagration in his rear, until be reached Foslflt, or the old (own 
of Cairo. That place, however, affording but very slender (heans of 
defence, ot security, he appears to have crossed to the western side of the 
Nile, and pmtiniied his flight along that river upwards. On the other 
hand Salahj but little retarded by the devastation which had been intended, to 
^ impede his approach, pressed through the smoking towns and villages which 
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, seemed to mark the course of the unhappy monarch’s flight, until be 
came to the city, or rather district of C^eydm ; where he resigned the pur- 
■ suit to Aiitnar the sou of Issmauil the Jftrjanian, with an inferi^’ detach- 
ment of four thousand horse* At this very period Merwaun is^stated to 
have halted, for a short repose, at a place called Eyne-usshums, here une- 
<|uivocally represented as the ancient metropolis of Pharaoh.* The desigiuf- 
tionof “ fountain of the su II, "together with the remark, with which* it is 
accompanied, would lead us in speculation to search for the spot high 
up towards Thebes the city of Busiris, and the Heliopolis of antiquity. 
There are, however, other authors who fix this concluding scene indiffer- 
ently at Buseir,t of which name there still appears a village, some miles 
above Cairo, on the western side of the Nile; and at Zaut-ul-sellaussil,^ of 
which we can form no conjecture,, unless it is the chain of hills which 
appears to stretch eastward of the same river, below Sycne. But as this 
may be a matter of little importance, the author proceeds to describe, that 
his pursuers, arriving at night unexpectedly in the place wh<*re the dis- 
tressed fugitive had taken up his precarious abode,, happened to surprise 
perhaps his only domestic, while rubbing down his horse ; and to extort 
flora him, either through apprehension or inadvertency, the discovery that his 
master was lodge d in a neighbouring Christian church; to the attack, of 
which, Aumar accordingly conducted his soldiers without the smallost 
delay. By some means or other, however, Merwaun became apprized of 
his danger, although not in time to effect his escape ; and having put on 
bis armour, he rushed sword in hand against bis assailants. Being immedi- 
ately recognized by the Jbrjanian, the latter called out to his followers, in 
Persian, “ to give it him,” with all their force ; on which Abdullah the 
son of Shahaub ul Mauzeny, one of the chiefs, transfixed him with his lance 
below the short ribs, and killed him on the spot. The horsemen now drew 
round, to contemplate the spiectacle fallen greatness; a slave belonging 
to the chief who had put, perhaps a wc/cowic, period to his misfortunes, dis-<^ 
mounted and struck oft’ the head of Merwaun ; which was as usual, 
ultimately conveyed to Abut Abbas at.Kilfab, to attest his final triumpli 
•ver the destiny of his opponent. ^ 

• Were we not led by the former statement, in tbe opposite direction o( ^^ftm towards 
IJpper Fpypt, we should be disposed to lay the scene of thfe approaching catastrophe Slk 
MenOiph, <9 Memphis, at the head nf the Delta. 

f Tarikh gtzeidahi X Kholaus8ui-ul-akhhutr». 



Tfeus, iti the month of Zilkaudnb * of the year of the Hidjerali one hun- A H.CXXXU. 
dred and thirty-two, would appear- to have perished the last Khaltf of the • D. 7d0. 
house oflOnuneyah, in the sixty-second year of his age, and after a most Twikh ^ 
perplexiiV at^d turbulent reign of hvo years and eight or nine months. Tebrj. 
Themra of his death is further established- in the odious epithet of Kelb;\ | 

'traitor, false miscreant, bestowed Upon him by the illiberal spirit of t]ie 
triumphant party, the three consonants of which representing respectively 
the numerals one hundred, thirty, and two. The appellative of Azrak-ul 
hfiir, or blue eyed, has also been sometimes applied to this unfortunate 
prince ; and occasionally that of the Jaudian, from a schismatic, or sectary of 
the name of Jaud the son ofDerhem, to whose doctrines he is said to have 
been attached. But the designation, by which he is become more generally 
known to succeeding times, is that of Ul flummaiir,^ which in some of 
the dialects of Arabia is, it seems, intended to express the extremity, or 
close of a century ; the power of the*h6usc of Oinmeyab, which may be 
said to have attained to nearly that duration, concluding with the fall of 
Merwaun ; although it is commonly supposed that he was entitled Hum* 
maur-ul-Jezzeirah, the ass of Jezzeirah, or upper Mesopotamia, (of which he 
was for some timegoveriior under the preceding Khalifs) from the persevering 
obstinacy, the pertinacity, which distinguished his earlier exploits in the field 
of ball le. In the last place it becomes necessary to state, that if we calculate 
from the month of July of the year six hundred and sixty-one, when 
Imaiimllussun abdicated his authority in favorof Mauw^eiah, to the month 
of June of the year seven Hundred and fifty of the Christian chronology^ 
when Merwaun perished, in the manner just related, on the banks of the 
Nile, the sovereignty of the Ommeyades or race of Ommeyah, will appear 
to have subsisted for the exact period of eighty-nine years ; though the 
powder of this celebrated family in a-subordiiiatc degree, may be traced to 
a much earlier- period ; namely to Klielap^t of Omar, when Mauweiah, 
as w e formerly observed, succeede^on the death of Abfi Ohaidah, to the 
government of Damascus, 

We cannot perhaps conclude this volume more properly than with the 
following just and comprehensive reflections, which we derive fiom that 
me[\ kfiowu abridgment of oriental history, the Tarikh gOzeidab. 

l^holaucsut-al-aklib»ttr. X Ihidiqk 



A.n .ClXXJtll. \Vhen in ihe stnge of his niififortunes it asked of »hc unhappy 
A. D. 760. Meruaun, to what circumstance ot Ins goverumcrit lie principally asenbed 
Tarikli sad series of calamities which ultimately produced his ruin ihe is said 
gAzcidalu to have replied, that they had all arisen from the fatal contempt in which 
he had too lon^ continued to hold the designs of his adversaries ; from the 
blind presumption with which he had too haughtily relied on his own p^- 
'sonal valour and military skill ; but more particularly from his unpardon- 
able neglect of the earnest and repeated solicitations of Nusser Seyiiur, to 
furnish him with the necessary reinforcements, before the enemy should 
have discovered the means of establishing his power. In the same sober 
strain the historian proceeds to remark, that it is worthy of our most serious 
reflection to consider, that the glory of the house of Ommeyah should 
have been extinguished, at a time when it was upheld by the talents and 
experience of such a monarch as MervVann ; by the unrivalled valour of his 
general Yezzeid the son of Amrh Hohairah ; and by the consummate abilities 
of his minister Abdul Hameid the son of Yaheya, who was second to no 
statesman upon earth in sagacity and political skill. Tor had these things 
been otherwise, man, in his short-sighted and imperfect survey of events, 
would have presumed to ascribe the result to the ordinary operation of 
weak counsels, pusillanimity, and indolence. But God Almighty so 
ordained it, to afford us an awful, and striking example, that the fate of 
states and empires doth not depend upon the degrees of human capacity ; 
but upon the inscrutable operations of his mysterious providence. 
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NOTE (A) P. 11. 


O N Saturday, or aroording to otliers, on Monday, the twenty-fifth oF2ilicaudah, of die 
tenth of the Hidjerah,* having previously performed bis ablutions ; having anointed 
his face with oil, combed his hair and beard, and otherwise purified his person, the prophet 
divested himself of every part of his apparel through which the needle had passed ; and put- 
ting on Ills mantle and drawcM^otilyyi* quitted his chamber. He then dispatched the lout 
rekkaut8,or incurvations of prayer, prescribed for the hour of noon, in the mosque of Mft> 
deinah ; after which he took his departure from chat city. At the station of Zfil Khaleifah* 
about seven miles from Medeinah, on the road Co Mekkah, he performed the succeeding 
course of prayer with hoa instead of font incurvations, or prostrations. On this occasion the 
prophet is stated to have provided, or sent forward, near one hundred camels for sacrifice, 
one of which had been particularly marked and collared by his own hands. The person 
who conducted them had moreover Instfuctionst' in case any of these consecrated animals 
should appear about to perish, to cut its throat ; and having smeared the collar with its 
blood, to suspend it to the hunch, on the right side; as a mark by which both bimself 
his associates might he prevented from eating any of the flesh of the animal so disposed of. ^ 
Immediately on their arrival at Zfll Khaleifah on this occasion, Essnia the daughter of 
Onciss, the wife of Abfl Bukkcr, was delivered of Maliommed the younger brotlier of 
Ayaishah ; and on her application to the prophet for his instructions in what manner to 
proceed, under circumstances of such delicacy and danger, she uas enjoined to secure her 
person in the best manner she was able, against cold and fatigue, without, however, divest- 
ing' her^elfof the habit of the pilgrims, or relaxing in the paaicular religious restraints by 
which she had bound herself for the sacred vibit. The prophet was himself attended, at the 
same time, l>y his daughter Fatima, all his wives the naothers of the faithful, and fourteen 


thousand persons from diflferent parts of A rabi a. ^ ^ 

Having, by successive saiges reached Zeita^^JJprop'BfetOrier the performance of mornv 
ing pra3rer at that stationVentered thecity of MiSkati from the superior, or higher side of thu 
town, proceeding iinmpaiately to the temple of the Kaaubah : where, having according to 
immemorial usa gc^ y^luted with his Ujis the Hidjer-ul-assuad, or black stone, in the coru^ 
of the sanctuary, 1^ passed round the hallowed edifice, seven diftereiit times ; thrice, with 
quick and die four last times with a deliberate and solemn pace ; ** iqt 

Sale intbruisims, ** that his followers might shew ihemselvch strong and 


•• active ; to cut oft’ the hopes! 
of Medeinah had rendered the 


^ntidels, who had given out that the immoderate beau 
veak.**_ During his [icrfoimance of this part of the qrrer 


• rviltusry Jift, A. D.^ 
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JJOTE, 

o wony, the prophet m stated to have passed his doak below the right arm. throwltig it 
bis left shoulder. 

The process of mr^cfafion terminated, Mahommed turned towards the little j^avilion, or 
oratory, called the Mokaum, or station of Jbiauhim, or Abraham ; and havinfq^addresbed a 
4 short Ejaculation to the menoty «>f that venerated patriarch, he entered the sanctuary of the 
J^paubah ; in the centre of which die |/er|bimed two rekluuitsof ptayer. In the first of 
which, after repeating the Fataliah, or preliminaiy' chapter of the Kor&n, he demanded 
aloud the attention of all infidels ; and in the course of the second rdckaut, having recited 
the S&rut-ul-£kh1auss, or chapter of fidelity, (the twenty.thiid of* the Kor&n perhaps) he 
again arose and approached the Hidjer-ul-assuad. and pressing his lips to the facred mar- 
ble, quitted the sanctuary by the gate of Sa&. 

Drawing near the hill of that name, in the ndghbourhood of Mekkab. he repeated the 
expressions which imported that Safa and Meniab, as moiniments of divine justice, were 
both appropriately marked to guide die solemnities of the pilgfUlagc ; that be should there- 
fore begin where Oud himself had set the example. On this be proceeded to make sevem 
exeriious, or courses between Safa and Meruaht and having ascended the former hill, he 
directed his face towards the Keblah,' and iatciitly fixiug his eyes on the sacred structure 
of the Kaaubnh, he repeated three times in adhtmet and solemn tone, the ihndamental test 
of his reUgion— There is no God but God, who Is one only without partner,^ associate — 
To him be all power and praise — fie is ever living, ever exempt 1‘roin decay and death— 
Omnipotent over alt things— There is no God but God, who is one only — ^W'ho never pro- 
mises what he does not fulfil— Who gives triumph to those who worship him ; dismay and 
destruction to tboie who have abandoned the belief of his eternal and undivided unity. 
He then proceeded towards Mount Meruah, advancing with an accelerated step; bat hav- 
ing reached the middle of the intervening hollow, or valley, he resumed his slow and 
aleliberate pace ; according to Mr. Sale, sometimea kx>king back and sometimes stopping, 
like one who had lost something, to represent Hagar the mother ul Jssmaiiil, seeking water 
for her son. After crossing the valley, he ascended Meriiab. where he repeated all that be 
Is just described to have performed on Safa. 

The procession, thus alternately slow and hurried, being now closed, the prophet gave 
orders that all who had not provided themselves with beasts of sacrifice, should here di\est 
tbemsdves of the sacied habit, or ehraum, and absolve themselves from the inteidictional 
obligation ; until the rouz-e-tezvv.eiab, / ** fa*' of decoration, when they sliould resume the 
ehraum, all at the same time, iiTiie'VallejJ Meina. That those' who were possessed of 
beasts for sacrifice, should continue their habits ; and in their v«*w of interdiction, or 
abstinence, until the day of the Kurbaun, or genera) sacrifice. At thW^same time, he pro- 
fessed that had he been aware of what he now experienced, (which it \v6.'ld be dtfficuU to 
explain) he might have forborne to incumber himself with any kind of ofieniig, relying on 
the supplies to be procured at Mekkah ; and in that case to bavef^t <». wered habit, 
and to be absolved from the engageanent uf abstinence at the sa^me time with his i.'Hr vers^^ • 
Nevertheless, being, as be was, provided on this score, he e^ld not become so absolved 
nntil he had offered the accustomed sacrifjre. Fiitima. l*owever, and such of the pro* 



imm 

|9iet*axrWeft u were not pfovl^ with tMr wkh odiert of iSkt MMjfililoiia wte ' 

were foun^ to be in the aaine predicament^ were eeeotdiiigly absolved from their mno* 
tfanonial |bd put off the habit. . 

Having reposed himself from Sunday the ffnirtii, to Thursday the ei^th of Zilhudje, die [ 

. Rouz-e-tezweiah, or day of decoration, MahooHiied proceeded, on the latter of those diys 
at the bead of his followers, to the valley of Mhina ; where, at the stated periods, he pei^ 
formed meridian, afternoon, and evening prayer respectively ; and here hO passed the night. 
Next morning, being the ninth of Zilhudje, Imving dispatched his early orisons, heproceeded 
after sun rise, towards Arafaut, where be retired into a tent which had been by his ordeix 
pitched in a private spot for his own accommodation. There he continued until the sun 
had passed the meridian ; when mounting a she camel, with the tips of her ears sht, or crop- 
ped, he descended to the Batnulwaudy, or hollow of the valley, pronouncing as he went 
along a discourse of singular sublimHy and eloquence ; in which he solemnly declared the 
property of hb followers, as well as their persons reciprocally sacred, and inviolable with one 
another, in the same degiee as Uiey held the solemnities in which they were that day mutu- 
ally engaged in the same sacred city. ** Knovv,** said lie, that 1 have brought under foot 
*' the institutes, the usages, of ignorance and iniidelity. The homicide therefore which 
occuned among you previous to the introduction of the true fiutb, and of which the 
relatives of tlie injured paity^ are now in the pursuit of lOtaliation^ I absolve 
** from revenge, -^and the blood for which 1 shall first pronounce my absolution, is that o 
my cousin german, llebbeiah the son of H&reth. In the same manner^ and with the same 
** solemnity have I abolished the usurious practices of the period of reprobation { and thecon- 
** ti acts of usury which 1 shall first proscribe, and annuli, are those of my uncle Abbak 
** the son of Alidulmfitulleb ; in order that the practice of revenge for blood, and the claims 
<( cf usuiy may be first abrogated in my own family. 

After adverting to some regulations on the tieatmeiit, the seclusion of their women, and 
to some other points in which the gentler sex was concerned, Mahoinmed observed to hh 
follo'vers, that he left among tliem a memorial to which, when he was gone, if they stead- 
ily adhered, they would never be led astray This was the Korfin. He called upon them 
however, to satisfy him on one important point. On the great and awful day of universal 
judgment, when it should be demanded in what mannci Maiiommed had carried himself 

■ icquitced himsdfiRU|he duties of his mission, whether as a 

paired to^|9||iii^9wt terms they felt themselves 
hat awfur replied, •* we shall bear witness 

imortal trust* in all that appertains to the advancen eat of 
Itted thyself Hith unblemislied integrity ; and that in thy ciia- 
itor, tliou bast not left the slightest duty uniwrformcd " Oa 
ing his finger alternately towards heaven and eaith, tlirice 
vttHts* to Me ekclmtoiteH / The call to piayer being then 
bj^ieiidian service ; and a second call following at a short 
int^val, he dispatched in conjEet^ou with the former course, the ritual for tlie aAernoou, 
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NOT& 

After wliidirMiBmtndBg hik he returned to hif station on Mbnnt ani 

there directing his ^es towards the temple of Mekkah» he continued in prayed and deep 
meditation* until the sun was set. While thus engaged* Abdullah Abbas at sAubsequent 
period related* that be observed Mahommed to lift up his hands with the palm inward 
*' towards his face, and protest that the most exoeflent form of prayer** or adoration, devised ‘ 
eihier by bimself* or the prophets who preceded him, was comprised in these few words. 

There is no God but that God* who is one and without an ass.4ciate, — ^He is Omnipotent 
•• over all existence.— His alone is power ; to him alone be praise."* 

Among the learned it appears to be a matter of some dispute* whether* during his pre- 
sence on Mount Arafaut on this occasion, Mahommed kept fast ; and among those who 
are of a contrary belief* is adduced as a prooi* an aieertion of Omm>ul-Fuxzut, the mother 
of the same Abdullah Abbas* who stated* that while the prophet continued there* she 
sent him a bowl of milk* of which he freely partook ; and from which the people understood* 
that he considered himself under no restraint of the nature alluded to. It was on the same 
day that that portion of the Korfta, (in the hundred and tenth chapter perhaps— UI-yAma 
okmaulcc(k«la kkmma-deinkema) which was supposed to indicate the fulfilment of his days 
on earth, was revealed to the>prophet. 

Be this however as it may* after standing on Arafaut until the disk of the sun had entirely 
djsaptieared below the horizon* Mahommed again mounted his camel* Assatiinah the son of 
Zald being seated bdiindhlm* and leading the slit or crop eared camel by the^ reins. And 
in this manner he moved in slow procession to Mozdalifah* an oratory, according to Sale* 
between Arafaut and Meina ; where* to the same call* he performed in two Rekkauts* or in- 
cui vations* both the evening service, and that prescribed before bed time ; and there passing 
the night* thus terminated the ninth of ZUhudje. 

On the morning of the tenth, before day light* having gone through his devotions in the 
dark* Mahommed proceeded loihe Maausher^ul-barftm* or sacred monument ; an eminence 
so called, on the further side of Mozdahfah ; and there turning bis ftice towards the sanctu- 
ary of the Kaaubah, he stood, glorifying, and attesting the power, and unassociated unity of 
the godhead* until the day had fullybroke. He tbeiv hastened before the sun was up* fiom 
the Maausber-ui-harain* followed by the whole, of tbeKoimisb* who did not* however, take 
their departure before sun-rise. On this occasion his oeusin- Fuzzul the son of Abbas* an 
engaging and beautiful boy, rode before il^e ipophet ; who* as the ijhild* kept perpetually 
eyeing the women who. pused therpi M^tedly drew his hethi aside* to avert h?i 

attention from objects foreign to the sacred cefienidny in which he was Wigpged. On reach- 
ing BatenMohasser, the prophet accelerated the pece ofhis camel* andtJby the middle read 
which terminates at the greater Jeniret* (a stone perhaps* or some spedes of to ingniate 
these processions by) and hastening by the Jemreuul-akkebab* totheGeatreintll«*waudjr,or 
valley of Meina ; where he cast alternately seven stones, repeating ^utOii^ fien every cast 
the Tekbcir, or attestation of God's superior might* Alla-hfi-akbac. According to tV 
ilgent and indefatigable Sale, these stones were thrown “ gtfhieemarks or pillars, in iiriiSs 
lion of the patriarch Abraham, who meeting the devil at tlt4ti.vlace, and being by him dift- 
** tuibed in his devotions, or tempted to disobedience* wher was about to sacrifice hil 
was ceminanded by Cod to drive him away* by throwing stones at higl» 





^Thottghodier* pretend thet tlhlirite,or pert of the c e r e mo ny ^ le esofdei AxfiuBr»iidkrpntthe 
^ evil epivt to flight, on the tame spot and the nune means.** In the mean time SAUiom* 
med repimed hu diaooune of the day of Arafitut, relative to theiespect in which hialhllow* 
en were enjoined to hold the blood, the property, and the reputation of their brethren ; 
interaperdng the diecourie with a variety of cirenmitaiiceB regarding the appearance of IVt* 
janl, or Anti-christ, hie form and attributes ; and with a number of instructive observationa 
on other points of inferior importance. 

Having finished this discourse, Mahonsmed now proceeded to dispatch the concluding 
eeceinony of the sacrifice. The csuneb provided by himself, and’ subsequently added by bia 
son in law Ally, who had jcuned him at Mdckati a flew days before, amounted to one bun* 
dred. Of these, he cut with his own hand the sacrifitial artery of daty three, that numbeg 
Qorresponding with the years of his own age. The remainder were conmgned to the knifeof Ally. 
The head of the prophet was then shaved, and his hair devoutly distributed among bis wives 
and companions. His followers also proceeded, some to shave their heads ; while others 
plucked their hair by the root ; Mahommed, as at Hodetbieh, (a circumstance which the 
autliorof these pages is not able to explain) thrice invoked the mercy of heaven for the lau 
ter, and once for the former. He lastly* directed, that a portion of the flesh of each of the 
eamels composing bis own offering, diould be boiled together in the same seetbihg pot ; and 
a sacrificial repast of meat and broth being thua prepared, he socially partook of it with Alljr, 
and his children and family^ After wliich, at the prophet's desire. Ally proceeded to make 
a general distribution of the flesh, skins, housings and furniture, of the whole of the sacri* 
liced camels, among the people at large. Being now finally absolved from the vows of pil* 
gr'unage, Mahommed rode back to Mekkah, and^passlng for the last time round thesanctuaiy 
of the Kaaubah, he there ottered up meridian {wayers; after which, approaching the well of 
Zemzem, he called aloud to the sons of Abdulmtttulleb, to draw him some water ; alleging, 
that this was a service which he would himself have performed, were he not apprehensive 
that they might be pressed to death in the throng. A bucket of water was accordingly 
bntught him ; of which having drank, the whole ceremony cf the pilgrimage appears to have 
here terminated. 

This article has been translated from a rather defective manuscript of the Rouzut* 
ussbutta, which would have been in many parts uttO-ly unintelligible, but for the iliustrav 
tioDs derived from ihei^tructive preliImnarJ^ji^^^f^^^le's Korflo. 



NAM]BS AND SDCC!£S810K 

OFTHl 

ARABIAN MONTHS, 

TO IH THE COURSE OF THIS WORK. 

as«MMMsss*±asaBSBSB*^ 


I. Mohurrim » • ^ 50 Day». 

il. 3uffer, or Safl^ i, . - . . 39 

^1. Rebbfiia, or Habboiarul^awul, the former Rebbeia • 30 — - 

{y. Rebbeia-uUaokher, or Us-s4ni, the latter or aecood Ditto 39 —— 
V. Jimimaiudy-ul-awal, the^/^er Jummaudy • - 30 

¥1. Jummaudy-ul-aukber, or |j9«>skni| the latter or 2nd Ditto 29 «**— 
VII. Rudjub or Rajeb • - . - • 30 — 

VIII. Sbabauo • . . ^9 

IX* Ranwaun ^ - * 30 — 

X. Shavaul - - - • - - 29 — - 

XL Zilkaud, or Zilkaudah ** . - - - 30 — • 

Xll. Ziibuc|je . -b * - - 29 — — 


334 Days 
I a Lunar Year. 

'1 . ; ; 

Thirty-one Solar years beinjj^ thus equal to tbirty-two I>^nar years and 


thirteen days. 

The sera of the Hic^erah, or flight of Mahommed from Mewah, estab* 
lished by the Khalif Omar seventeen years after that event, 
the death of the prophet, is determined to have commenced on the^fteentlT 
ff July, A. D. 622. 
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ojf |h« tnoilacor. ^‘Jlfii/mx was not bbiiitnf^.m«pimximxi^ 
die ddttb oCMddk^ Xho* conMmfiong^<ol'J^^ 

IMKn»» vvpeJttUnol»od4#« t&eKbAre^t^^ . .; . J- , . vr.. 

BrftM tlietk)|),. AfxlalliA Omar, mui QbaJiMi0, 0^ 

Whei'^ver dii« iMbie occutain the f u»^.‘ , 

^iinih.thf'top»/iri^WterOifWfMitaiM . /:.*'' 'r]:V 'll" 

l4i dt»a)g^:inaiKWja reference, >► 

1 7 front the top../br persoi^ Ally, iW pdtaeo oS At^ " ‘ ’ 

14 froi^ the beitoni, dele the aeoond^Me. ' . *’ ;;•/' ,. f 
13 from thetvpf suMtute a comma 0liffiiinik^ 

15 from tfte b&ttom/dele tfrei«Q^d Me. , . , , :r‘ : ^ 

sfrom thetQp,jfS»*:nfliilkili'V^ .► 

I'Si&om the dele dtei^poml. alter kiimf 

6 fitMki the top, dele ami berore'addresied: 

Mfrom the tofrJ^K einiKacing, road embraced. 

diuor dele «aif at mend of the line. 

19 from the fiottumfJ^nrelRiiiAg, reed preferthig» 

1 3- from the rop,^ nirrner^rwMl further. 

' 4 from the cop, Abdutz^ub, road Abdlzebaub^ 

6 iVom the t^ydele re at the beginning of the line^ 
lib from the hi^m,./<Mr rmume, eeedieiumed. 
the bottom line,.j^ andMoate, .roed i^licipater 
57 from,tbetop^>of' 8ho|^d|.f^thoUl<k 

IrAboin.che bott0m,.jf^oot« md fbot^ 

4 frt>in the bott|imi»^lllL,4;^^ , , 

r 3thmn»mtiJB, re9df Alln^ 

1 


t67r teeV^^*<*«t>liiWK/irW^>Meitipire. 
« 9 . , ; <«>“ 


ffMglMMt MMiMAMtkr 









